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Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date


Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.




We appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:




Globe Pequot Press




Reader Response/Editorial Department




246 Goose Lane, Suite 200




Guilford, CT 06437




Thanks for your input!
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Introduction


Michigan may be more remarkable than most people imagine. With a nickname like The Great Lakes State, you are likely to expect great things from Michigan. Its cup runneth over with natural attractions, bordered as it is by Lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron, and Erie—four of the five Great Lakes. With all that coastline, Michigan has more lighthouses than any other state, by a wide margin.




But the Great Lake moniker may also refer to the more than 11,000 inland lakes. In fact, you are never more than 6 miles from a lake or more than 85 miles from one of the Great Lakes no matter where you are in the state. Being unusually composed of two peninsulas, Upper and Lower, Michigan has character from two regions as well: Midwestern and Northern. Despite the big-city shoes of Detroit, Grand Rapids, and Lansing, and college towns such as Ann Arbor, Kalamazoo, and Marquette, there is also an abundance of the down-to-earth small-town culture of those middle states, and the hardiness of people who adapt each year to four seasons up north.




In some parts of the Lower Peninsula (L.P.), as you leave town on a country highway, you pass a mix of rolling farmland, woods, and more small towns, as if you are never very far from civilization or from wilderness. In the Upper Peninsula (U.P.), however, it seems a town ends and the wilderness runs right up to the shoulder. And that’s all there is for the next hour or so until you find the next community. Back roads may or may not appear on a map and may be with or without the correct road name.




But perhaps the numbers say it best for outdoors lovers. There are sixteen National Wild and Scenic Rivers, eleven alone in the Upper Peninsula, totaling 625 miles of paddling paradise. Four national forests, Ottawa and Hiawatha in the U.P. and the combined Huron and Manistee in the L.P., have protected massive sections of forests that have either recovered from the lumber days or remain tracts of virgin, old-growth pine and hardwoods. Each peninsula has its own National Lakeshore: Sleeping Bear Dunes along Lake Michigan in the L.P. and Pictured Rocks up north along Lake Superior. Both National Lakeshores should be on the short list of places to see before you die.




Michigan’s Department of Natural Resources manages over 100 state parks and recreation areas, over 740 boat launches on public lakes and waterways, and over 13,000 miles of trails, including over 2,400 miles of rail trails and over 3,600 miles for ATVs and other off-road vehicles. Double that for snowmobiles. That’s a lot of land preserved for the public and future generations.




Michigan has more than 1,150 miles of the North Country National Scenic Trail, a hiking pathway that extends from Vermont to North Dakota. Nearly a quarter of the entire trail stretches within the two peninsulas of Michigan, and many of its completed segments pass through or close to many of the campgrounds in this book. Michigan’s own Shore-to-Shore Trail, shared by horseback riders and hikers, runs 220 miles between Empire on Lake Michigan and Oscoda on Lake Huron right across the Lower Peninsula.




The state arrived in its present geological form about 12,000 years ago, when the last of the giant sheets of ice—at times as much as 10,000 feet thick—melted and withdrew, leaving the two peninsulas and the Great Lakes carved out of ancient riverbeds. The weight of them had their way with the landscape, both eroding and depositing what remains today: glacial lake plains around Detroit, deposits such as moraines in the U.P., and the drifted sand deposits that make up the dunes along Lake Michigan. Detroit and the suburbs north and west once were under an ancient lake. The notable exception is the western half of the U.P., which still shows the remaining nubs of some of the oldest mountains on the planet.




And then there’s the wildlife. Birders have recorded more than 420 species in Michigan, and anyone with a life list should know that the rare and elusive Kirtland’s warbler resides here. Migration routes love the lakes and the islands in the Great Lakes. Shorebirds have no lack of territory; neither do the avian residents of forest, wetlands, and prairie. The big critters include deer, black bear, wolves, coyotes, foxes, bobcats, the occasional moose, and even the rare cougar. Campers will see otters in the rivers, possums in the trees, and raccoons in their picnic baskets if they’re not diligent. The largest free herd of elk east of the Mississippi makes its home in the Pigeon River Country in the northeastern quadrant of the state. Anglers will delight in the abundance of trout hot spots and salmon runs as well as steelhead, northern pike, muskie, walleye, bluegill, perch, and bass.




All of this awaits the camper in Michigan. Inside these pages are 324 places to make base camp, offering a wide range of comforts, from urban parks to the serious roughing-it sites.




Great efforts were taken to ensure the accuracy and usefulness of the information in this book. Despite all efforts, guidebooks are static things about places that are always changing—for better or for worse. This can mean more electric sites at a campsite than you had thought, or maybe they started taking reservations this year. Or budget cuts can mean this summer’s restrooms at the campground might not be getting cleaned frequently enough or that sections of a camp may be closed or showing some wear and tear. Forest fires prior to the publication of this book eliminated a couple of sites entirely. Management of a federal campground may be taken up by a local community, prices may rise, and things may fall apart over time. Use this as your general guide, but be prepared for the unexpected.

















How to Use This Guide


This book focuses on public campgrounds. People interested in exploring the natural wonders that Michigan has to offer really need look no further than the public park systems. This is not to pass judgment on private campgrounds or camping resorts, but those may be the subject of a different book. Much care has been taken to include nearly all public campgrounds in the state of Michigan, with one stipulation: that you can drive up directly to your site, whether with an RV, car, or motorcycle. Excluded are backcountry campsites (other than those mentioned within parks that also have drive-up camping) as well as campgrounds that offer only one or two sites or cater specifically to equestrian campers. That said, the varying levels of comfort range from very modern camps with full hookups for RVs to completely rustic with nothing but vault toilets and a hand pump for water (or less than that!).




For the purposes of this book, I have divided the state of Michigan into five regions: Southeast, Southwest, Northeast, Northwest, and the Upper Peninsula. The lines are rather arbitrary, and it’s worth noting that toward the center of the state there are many great camping options over the line, in another section of the book, that are just as close as what you may be considering. Each campground has its own unique number in this book, so the count crosses from section to section, ending at #324 in the Upper Peninsula.




For each of the five regions covered in Camping Michigan, the following information is provided:






	A map of the region


	Tables listing all the campgrounds in subdivisions of the region and their most important attributes


	A brief overview of the region


	A description of each of the public campgrounds within the region





Maps of the regions: Each map shows the location of the campgrounds within it, with the number on the map corresponding to the number of the campground description within the text.




The maps in this book are not drawn to scale, and campground locations are approximate. However, by using the maps and the instructions in the “Finding the campground” section of each campground description, you should have no difficulty reaching many of the sites. You may need additional maps—or in the Upper Peninsula, a local’s kindly suggestions—to find some of the more remote campgrounds, especially as forest roads that may appear on maps may be either torturous washboards or simply no longer roads (as learned from experience).




Quick-reference tables: A table at the beginning of each section lists all the campgrounds in the area and highlights their most important attributes. If you are looking for specific recreation opportunities, such as fishing, boating, or hiking, you can use these tables to narrow your selection of campgrounds.




Overview: Highlights and points of interest within the tour region are discussed briefly here.




Campground descriptions: Each campground description is numbered to correspond with the campground’s location on the map. The following information is provided:






	
Location. This is the name of a city or town near the campground, the driving distance in miles from that city to the campground, and the general direction of travel to reach it.


	
Season. This will indicate when the campground is open. Some parks remain open year-round but close to camping in the fall. Some campgrounds also remain open year-round but may limit camping to a handful of sites. Water and flush toilets are commonly not available in the off-season, and roads within, or even to, the park might not be plowed when the snow comes. Season dates are approximate and can change each year based on weather, floating holidays, or even park budget.


	
Sites. This information provides the number of campsites available and whether hookups are available. An increasing number of public campgrounds are remodeling at least some of their sites to offer hookups. This is especially true of state and county parks.


	
Maximum length. This indicates the largest size (measured in feet) of an RV or vehicle/trailer combo that should be accommodated at the camp at least at a few sites. Be aware that some sites can handle a big rig, but the road leading in may have low clearance or tight turns.


	
Facilities. This describes the facilities and amenities provided, including any recreational facilities available at the campground. A note on water: Water is listed within facilities, and frankly most camps offer it, whether from city supply, wells, or hand pumps. A note has been added in the camp descriptions in case you didn’t notice its absence in the listed facilities. But a “no drinking water” notation does not necessarily mean there is no water at the site. Nonpotable water may be available at the campground or from a nearby stream or lake. In either case, the water should be filtered, boiled, or otherwise treated before use.


	
Fee per night. A general guideline using dollar signs, this helps you sort sites by budget. In cases where campgrounds offer both modern and rustic facilities, you may find a combination such as $$–$$$$ to note the two-tiered pricing. See the Amenities Charts Key below for price levels. The fees shown here are current as of the date of this writing. Don’t forget that Michigan state parks have daily vehicle fees in addition to camping fees. An annual “Recreation Passport,” which can be purchased at any park and grants a vehicle access to ninety-eight  state parks and recreation areas as well as use of state boat landings, quickly pays for itself. Fees are slightly more for nonresidents. Michigan residents can get a discount if they purchase one at the same time they renew their license plates.


	
Management and Contact. The authority in charge of the campground as well as the specific camp’s website and a phone number are listed. These can be used to confirm information and in some cases to make reservations. In the case of individual state parks, web addresses are notoriously long and complicated and tend to change from time to time, so the main page for the parks is listed instead. Go there and search for the specific site name.


	
Finding the campground. Detailed instructions are furnished for driving to the campground from the nearest city, town, or major highway. Although it is possible to find most of the campgrounds in this book using these directions and the corresponding map, the task will be easier with the help of USDA Forest Service maps and/or a good state road map or GPS device.


	
GPS coordinates are provided for the tech-savvy.


	
About the campground. This is information that differentiates a particular campground from others or highlights special features. For example, if a campground is located on the water, this fact is noted. Specific fishing, hiking, or wildlife-watching information may be noted as well as a comment or two on shade, site size, or even a mention of a particularly good site.







Amenities Charts Key


Max RV Length: given in feet




Hookups: W = Water, E = Electricity, S = Sewer




Toilets: F = Flush toilets, NF = Nonflushing toilets




Showers: N = None, Y = Yes




Drinking Water: N = None, Y = Yes




Dump Station: N = None, Y = Yes




Recreation: H = Hiking, S = Swimming, F = Fishing, B = Boating, L = Boat Launch, O = Off-road driving, R = Horseback riding, C = Cycling




Fee:












	$

	up to $10 per night






	$$

	$11–$20






	$$$

	$21–$30






	$$$$

	more than $30












Reservations: N = None, Y = Yes








Key to Abbreviations


I have tried to minimize the use of abbreviations in this book. The few that have crept in are shown below, as well as some that may be encountered on maps or in other travel references.




ATV: all-terrain vehicle




CR: County Road, as in CR 405 for directions




DNR: Department of Natural Resources




FR: Forest Service Road. These letters precede numbers, as in FR 4235, and designate roads in national forests maintained by the forest service. They always appear on forest service maps, but they may not always be posted along the road.




MI: Michigan State Highway, as in MI 20




NPS: National Park Service




ORV: off-road vehicle. This usually refers to a campground or a trail for the primary use of those who wish to drive trail motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles, four-wheel-drive vehicles, and snowmobiles. It does not include mountain bikes.




U.P.: Why, the Upper Peninsula of course! The people of the U.P. often refer to themselves as Yoopers.




USDA: United States Department of Agriculture

















Conscientious Camping


Careful planning plus appreciation and respect for the natural world are key components of a great outdoor experience. The listings below will guide you toward a fun camping trip that’s easy on you and the environment, and keeps you safe.






Respecting the Environment


Zero-impact camping should be everyone’s goal. When you leave a campground, it should look better than when you arrived.




Campfires: Heed all regulations concerning campfires, smoking, and wood gathering. Keep fires in the fire rings. To prevent the spread of the emerald ash borer insect, you should know the rules restricting the transportation of firewood. If you are traveling in Michigan, you may not move firewood from site to site; in fact, in some cases it is illegal. Most campgrounds offer some nearby options for purchasing firewood or permission to gather it in the surrounding woods. Visit www.emeraldashborer.info to see what parts of the Midwest have firewood quarantines. Visit the Michigan DNR website for more information: www.michigan.gov/invasives. And it’s not just ash borers; beech bark disease, Dutch elm disease, and gypsy moths all threaten Michigan’s forests.




Courtesy: Please keep your campground clean and show respect for other campers who want to enjoy a tranquil atmosphere. Keep the sound level low, especially during quiet hours. Generally, people don’t camp in order to listen to your music or to your generator at all hours. In fact, some camps don’t even allow generators in certain areas. With cutbacks at many parks, fewer staff are on hand to patrol the grounds and ask people to keep the noise down. As a result, campers must regulate themselves.




Storing food: During times you’re away from the site and during the night, store food in your car; otherwise, squirrels, raccoons, chipmunks, or even bears will come for your provisions. If you don’t have a car at the campsite, keep food in your tent unless you’re in bear country. Then don’t bring food inside the tent but rather hang it from a tree out on a long branch.




Garbage: If no trash containers are provided, pack it out. At night and when you are away from the campsite, stash your trash in your vehicle. Never toss garbage into the vault toilets or leave it behind in the firepit.




Sanitation: Bathing and dishwashing should be done well away from lakes and streams and away from the campground’s water supplies.




Smoking: To prevent fires, use extreme care when smoking. Dispose of butts properly or pack them out.




Pets: Keep your animal at your site, restrained and quiet. On trails, pets must be leashed at all times to protect wildlife and habitat and the pets themselves.




Stay limits: Public campgrounds typically have stay limits. In the case of state parks, you may camp up to fifteen consecutive days in each separately administered campground. Some county or local campgrounds offer longer stays, including weekly, monthly, or seasonal rates.




Getting Geared Up


Clothing: Since Michigan is surrounded by the temperamental Great Lakes and is a short stretch from Canada, its climate can vary considerably. As one would suspect, the normal camping season is extended in the south (as are the hot and sticky days of midsummer) and is a bit shorter in the north. While camping during spring and fall, you want to be prepared for a full spectrum of weather conditions.




Wool makes the most versatile clothing and works great for cold, wet, changeable weather. It retains heat even when it’s wet and does not absorb smells as readily as other fabrics. Cotton is the fabric for warm summer days. Shorts are great for warm summer days too, but you’ll likely want a pair of long pants in the evening when the mosquitoes emerge. Always bring along a rain jacket.




Footwear: Sneakers are appropriate for most activities while camping in Michigan. Where there’s likely to be mud or more rugged trails—in the Hiawatha National Forest, for example—boots are a better option. They provide support and protection from the elements and rocky surfaces.




Equipment: Your quantity and variety of camping gear will depend on the time of year, your destination, and the level of comfort that you prefer. Along with a tent, sleeping bags, food, and a flashlight, you may want to bring items such as a gas stove, lantern, and large water container. Some campers bring extra items that add to their comfort: a hammock, a small weather radio, and a tarp to hang above the picnic table to block the rain and sun. If you plan to hike, be sure to bring a daypack with padded straps to carry items such as snacks, water, rain gear, an extra sweater, keys, money, sunglasses, a camera, and binoculars.




Once you start wading through the options for camping gear, you’ll encounter a bewildering number of possibilities. One rule of thumb is to keep the packing list simple. When it’s easy to pack and make your escape, you’re likely to do it more often. Bring just enough gear to make your stay safe and comfortable. While that list will be different for everyone, keep in mind that bringing too much stuff tends to complicate the experience and may defeat the purpose of escaping to the woods.




Staying Safe


Many of these campgrounds are in fairly remote areas, sometimes a good distance from towns, hospitals, and stores. Campers should be prepared with a first-aid kit and a supply of food and water. It’s likely that you’ll have cell reception at most Lower Peninsula campgrounds, but you may not always be able to count on it in the more remote areas of the Upper Peninsula. While cell phones are convenient, they are no replacement for being thoroughly prepared.






Drowning: When enjoying the lakes and rivers, always be aware of children’s whereabouts and swimming skills. But also remember that drownings can happen to anyone. Dozens drown each year in the Great Lakes alone. Check color-coded beach flags: green means safe to swim, yellow recommends caution, and red means stay out of the water. If caught in a current, especially a riptide, do not fight it. Swim parallel to shore until out of the current and then swim back in.




Hypothermia: Hypothermia occurs when your body temperature drops to a dangerous level. Common causes are exposure to cold, physical exhaustion, and too little food. Contributing factors may include exposure to wind, rain, and snow; dehydration; and wearing damp or wet clothes. Falling in cold water on a cool day is one of the fastest ways to make your body temperature plummet. The waters of the Great Lakes, particularly Lake Superior, can be seriously cold even in July some years, especially when the weather turns.




Poison ivy: A nasty encounter with poison ivy can put a damper on your outdoor vacation. Poison ivy is a very common plant throughout most of Michigan. It occurs as a vine or groundcover, three leaflets to a leaf, and contains urushiol, an oily and toxic irritant that is responsible for the skin rash. After contact, raised lines or blisters will occur on the skin. Do not scratch them. Wash and dry the surface, then apply calamine lotion to dry it out. If the case is severe, consult a doctor.




Stings and bites: Most often, mosquitoes and other biting insects are more of a nuisance than a danger. Using insect repellent, wearing pants and long sleeves, and avoiding areas where insects congregate are strategies to keep from getting bitten.




If you’re spending ample time outdoors, you should know about the diseases spread by some insects. Individuals can become infected by the West Nile virus if bitten by an infected mosquito. Culex mosquitoes, the primary varieties that can transmit West Nile virus to humans, thrive in urban rather than natural areas. Insect repellent and protective clothing are the best preventive measures. Remember to follow the instructions on the insect repellent, especially when applying it to children.




Ticks are often found on brush and tall grass waiting to catch a ride on a warm-blooded passerby. While they’re most active in early and midsummer, you should keep an eye peeled for them throughout spring, summer, and fall. Deer ticks, the primary carrier of Lyme disease, are very small, sometimes only the size of a poppy seed. For hikers, one of the most common places to find ticks is inside the top edge of your sock (ticks need some type of backstop to start drilling into the skin). Some people wear light clothing so they can spot ticks right away. Insect repellent containing DEET is an effective deterrent. Most importantly, be sure to visually check yourself, especially if you’re out on a hike. If it’s prime tick season, you’ll want to check your exposed skin (particularly your legs, if you’re wearing shorts) every hour or so, and then do a more thorough examination back in your tent or in the shower. For ticks that are already embedded, tweezers work best for removal.
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	Interstate Highway
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	US Highway
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	State Highway
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	Local Road
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	Trail
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	International Border
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	State Border
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	Region Boundary
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	River or Creek
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	Body of Water
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	National Forest/Park
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	State/County/Preserve/Wilderness
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	Campground
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	Capital
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	Town


























Southeast
Michigan


This corner of the state is most often associated with Detroit and its suburbs, as well as the university town of Ann Arbor and a great number of nice small towns. Most people wouldn’t imagine this region would have much to offer for the outdoor enthusiast. But that couldn’t be further from the truth.


The auto industry and music (hello, Motown!) have left their mark on this southeastern portion of Michigan, but many natural places still exist from the border with Ohio to the south on up into The Thumb of Michigan’s mitten. In fact, the Lower Peninsula’s largest state park is here: Waterloo Recreation Area, with almost 21,000 acres. Fishing lakes such as Lake Hudson are abundant and provide public boat landings or swimming beaches. Pontiac Lake has a nationally rated mountain bike trail.


Perhaps it is hard to imagine just a short drive from downtown Detroit you can be trout fishing on the Huron River. You can stay right on the other side of Lake St. Clair, where you can watch the big ships sail by between Lakes Huron and Erie, or head downtown for a Tigers game or a visit to one of the museums. Or follow the river south and check out Sterling Park, the only park on the shores of Lake Erie.


Alternatively, head north up into The Thumb, the peninsula on the peninsula that rises out past the mouth of the St. Clair River as it empties Lake Huron south toward Lake Erie. This is the Blue Water Area, with attractive charm to be found in Port Huron, Thomas Edison’s childhood home and the site of the Blue Water Bridge to Sarnia, Canada (bring your passport!). Beyond this is the long shoreline of Huron. Visit the four lighthouses. One of the better stretches of sandy beach lies at the top of The Thumb within Sleeper State Park, named for the state governor who signed the legislation that created the state park system.


In the notch between The Thumb and the rest of The Mitten lies Big Bay, which has its own recreation area on Lake Huron. This is Saginaw Bay, and near the state park is Tobico Marsh. These coastal wetlands are a bit of a rarity along the Great Lakes in modern times, but they’re also home or a stopover for myriad birds, especially waterfowl.


Non natural attractions are numerous as well, including the handsome state capitol over in Lansing, and the foodie culture of Ann Arbor as well as its “Big House”
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A heron waits patiently for its dinner in Sterling Lake. Matt Forster





stadium for the University of Michigan’s Wolverines and annual folk music festival. The Michigan International Speedway is just west of Hayes State Park. Chelsea has the Purple Rose Theatre, founded by Michigan native Jeff Daniels. You can see an original Hudson at Ypsilanti Automotive Heritage Museum. Then head back to camp and sleep under the stars.















Detroit–Ann Arbor Area










	

	Hookup Sites

	Total Sites

	Max. RV Length

	Hookups

	Toilets

	Showers

	Drinking Water

	Dump Station

	Recreation

	Fee

	Reservations










	1 Sterling State Park (Wm. C. Sterling State Park)

	256

	256

	50

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSFC

	$$$–$$$$

	Y






	2 W.J.Hayes State Park

	185

	185

	40

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HFL

	$$$

	Y






	3 Lake Hudson State Recreation Area

	50

	50

	40

	E

	NF

	N

	Y

	N

	FSL

	$$

	Y






	4 Pinckney Recreation Area

	186

	221

	50

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSFLRC

	$$–$$$

	Y






	5 Waterloo Recreation Area

	300

	350

	45

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSFLR

	$$–$$$

	Y






	6 Pleasant Lake County Park and Campground

	60

	60

	N/A

	WE

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	SFC

	$$$

	Y






	7 Highland Recreation Area

	0

	25

	N/A

	E

	NF

	N

	Y

	N

	HSFLR

	$$

	Y






	8 Pontiac Lake Recreation Area

	176

	200

	50

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSFLR

	$$–$$$

	Y






	9 Ortonville Recreation Area

	0

	25

	N/A

	N/A

	NF

	N

	Y

	N

	HSLRC

	$$

	Y






	10 Metamora-Hadley Recreation Area

	214

	214

	50

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSF

	$$–$$$

	Y






	11 Brighton Recreation Area

	144

	213

	50

	E

	F/NF

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSFBLR

	$$–$$$

	Y






	12 Proud Lake Recreation Area

	130

	130

	50

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HFLRC

	$$$

	Y











See Amenities Charts Key on page xiii.










1 Sterling State Park



Location: About 4 miles east of Monroe


Season: Year-round


Sites: 256 sites with electrical hookups


Maximum RV length: 50


Facilities: Flush toilets, showers, grills, water, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, dump station, boat launch, hiking/biking trails, beach, beach house, playground, nature center, fishing pier, fish-cleaning station, vending machines


Fee per night: $$$–$$$$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (734) 289-2715; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From I-75 go east on Dixie Highway and turn left (south) on State Park Road less than a mile from the interstate.


GPS coordinates: N 41 55.275' / W 83 20.460'




About the campground: This is the only state park on the shores of Lake Erie, and it includes 1 mile of beach. The campground has no shade whatsoever and feels more like a large parking lot, but its proximity to the beach and lake is the value here. On the opposite side of the campground are lagoons. Hikers and bikers have 7 miles of mostly paved trails. Birders will note this is on a major flyway for migratory species.







2 W. J. Hayes State Park



Location: About 40 miles southwest of Ann Arbor


Season: Year-round


Sites: 185 sites with electrical hookups


Maximum RV length: 40


Facilities: Flush/vault toilets, showers, grills, water, tables, dump station, playground, boat launch, picnic shelter, cabin rentals, fishing pier, beach


Fee per night: $$$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (517) 467-7401; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From US 12 heading west from Ann Arbor, take MI 124/Wamplers Lake Road right (north) less than a mile to the park entrance.


GPS coordinates: N 42 04.085' / W 84 08.203'


About the campground: This 654-acre state park set amid the rolling landscape of the Irish Hills region offers good fishing lakes that are also good for swimming and boating. The modern campground doesn’t offer much in the way of privacy, and more than half of the sites have no shade, but all sites have electric hookups. The campgrounds are walking distance to the water though not in sight of it. Hayes is one of the oldest Michigan state parks and named for a former senator. Two historic towers stand together in the park. Big attractions outside the park are Cambridge Junction Historical State Park and the Michigan International Speedway.







3 Lake Hudson State Recreation Area



Location: About 7 miles east of Hudson


Season: Year-round


Sites: 50 sites with electrical hookups


Maximum RV length: 40


Facilities: Vault toilets, grills, water, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, boat launch, beach, volleyball court


Fee per night: $$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (517) 445-2265; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From Hudson go east on MI 34/Carleton Road and turn right (south) onto MI 156/Morey Highway. At 1.5 miles turn right (west) into the park.


GPS coordinates: N 41 49.488' / W 84 15.579'




About the campground: Set amid farmland and not far from the border of Ohio, this 2,796-acre recreation area is a bit of a fishing mecca, and anglers are most interested in Lake Hudson’s muskie, walleye, and bass populations. Hunting is also allowed, and there is a swimming beach for bathers. The campground is laid out in 2 loops that are separated from the lake by trees yet have only partial shade in a limited number of sites. The park is noted for being a very good place to observe the night sky. Modern amenities, from food and laundry to entertainment, are a 10-minute drive to Hudson.







4 Pinckney Recreation Area



Location: About 10 miles north of Chelsea


Season: Year-round


Sites: 186 sites with electrical hookups, 25 sites with no hookups, 10 walk-in sites


Maximum RV length: 50


Facilities: Flush/vault toilets, showers, grills, water, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, dump station, boat launch, hiking/mountain biking/equestrian trails, beach, beach house, playground, fishing pier, volleyball court, horseshoe pits


Fee per night: $$–$$$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (734) 426-4913; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From Chelsea take MI 52 north to Werkner Road to the right (north). Go left (north) on Stofer Road and then right (east) on Territorial Road. Go left (north) on Dexter Town-hall Road and the first left (west) is Silver Hill Road, which takes you to the park office.


GPS coordinates: N 42 24.715' / W 83 57.894'


About the campground: Here’s an expansive park with something for everyone. At 11,000 acres the recreation area includes a chain of lakes and boat access on Bruin, Halfmoon, South, North, Joslin, Portage, Crooked, Gosling, and Hiland Lakes. Half the modern sites, all located at Bruin Lake, are unshaded and are close to the water.


The sites at Blind and Crooked Lakes campgrounds are all rustic and cost half what the modern sites do per night. The Blind Lake sites are walk-in, but the Crooked Lake sites have a drive-up loop and a boat launch. Hikers have over 60 miles of trails to explore, while mountain bikers have 24, and horses 8. A cabin and yurt are rentable.







5 Waterloo Recreation Area



Location: About 13 miles west of Chelsea


Season: Year-round


Sites: 300 sites with electrical hookups, 25 sites with no hookups, 25 equestrian sites


Maximum RV length: 45


Facilities: Flush/vault toilets, showers, grills, water, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, dump station, boat launch, hiking/mountain biking/equestrian trails, beach, beach house, playground, nature center, fishing pier, concessionaire




Fee per night: $$–$$$ (rustic-modern)


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (734) 475-8307; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From I-94 take exit 156 and go north on Kalmbach Road for 1 mile. Turn right (northeast) on Glazier Road and go 1 mile. Turn right (north) on Ridge Road until McClure Road to turn left (west). Park headquarters will be on the right (north) side of the road at 0.3 mile.


GPS coordinates: N 42 20.000' / W 84 06.368'


About the campground: With nearly 21,000 acres, this is one of the largest parks in Michigan (and the largest in the Lower Peninsula). Campground options are several: 2 modern campgrounds, Portage Lake and Sugarloaf, divide the electrical sites, while the rustic sites are split between an equestrian camp and Green Lake campground. There are also 4 cabins and a yurt for rental. Hikers have many miles to explore, including the 22-mile Pinckney Trail. The Gerald E. Eddy Discovery Center offers educational information about the area’s geology and wildlife. One launch and a fishing pier are accessible. The park is quite spread out, and directions are to the park office to get you started.







6 Pleasant Lake County Park and Campground



Location: About 13 miles north of Jackson


Season: Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend


Sites: 60 sites with electrical and water hookups


Maximum RV length: None


Facilities: Flush toilets, showers, grills, water, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, dump station, beach, playground


Fee per night: $$$


Management: Jackson County Government


Contact: (517) 769-6401; www.co.jackson.mi.us/Facilities/Facility/Details/Pleasant-Lake-County-Park-Campground-19


Finding the campground: From I-94 take exit 139 and go 5 miles north on MI 106 to Meridian Road. Turn left (north) on Styles Road and follow it 0.5 mile to the park entrance on the left (south) side of the road.


GPS coordinates: N 42 24.123' / W 84 20.807'


About the campground: Set on 22 acres next to a small lake, this county park offers 60 modern sites with just a few scattered shade trees and grassy areas for tents. A sandy beach graces the swimming area, and the lake offers fishing. Three picnic shelters are available by reservation. Hankered Hills, an 18-hole golf course, lies less than a mile away.







7 Highland Recreation Area



Location: About 15 miles west of Pontiac


Season: Year-round




Sites: 25 sites with no hookups


Maximum RV length: None


Facilities: Vault toilets, water, firepits, tables, hiking/mountain biking/equestrian trails, beach house, boat launch, picnic area and shelter, dog trial area, horseshoe pits, volleyball court


Fee per night: $$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (248) 889-3750; www.dnr.state.mi.us/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: Take MI 59 east from I-75 about 17 miles and look for Haven Road on the left (south) side of the road, which heads right into the park.


GPS coordinates: N 42 39.007' / W 83 32.616'


About the campground: Don’t let the “equestrian” label scare you off if you only have a tent. While these rustic sites are horse-friendly, the park has more miles of trails for hikers (17 miles) and mountain bikers (16 miles) than for the riders (12 miles). For a place so close to the urban world, the 5,900 acres have much to offer in environments ranging from swamp forest to mixed hardwood, as well as a variety of unusual plants and critters. Wildflower viewing and birding are popular in the spring. Fishing and boating enthusiasts have access to 4 lakes.







8 Pontiac Lake Recreation Area



Location: About 9 miles west of Pontiac


Season: Year-round


Sites: 176 sites with electrical hookups, 24 sites with no hookups


Maximum RV length: 50


Facilities: Flush/vault toilets, showers, grills, water, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, dump station, boat launch, hiking/mountain biking/equestrian trails, beach, beach house, playground, fishing pier, concessionaire, shooting range


Fee per night: $$–$$$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (248) 666-1020; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From US 24 (Dixie Highway) turn left (west) on Andersonville Road and left (southwest) again on White Lake Road. Go left (south) on Teggerdine Road and take the first left (east) on Maceday Road, following it 0.9 mile to the campground.


GPS coordinates: N 42 41.190' / W 83 28.370'


About the campground: The modern campgrounds are separated into 2 major loops, with many of the sites unshaded. The westernmost sites in the western loop offer some bigger shade trees. The rustic sites are farther east on Maceday Road and are shared by equestrian campers. Pontiac Lake offers a beach and boating with a long shoreline and good fishing, and the recreation area is far from the campgrounds but connected by a 1.9-mile hiking trail. Additionally, there are equestrian trails, and the 11-mile mountain bike trail has been ranked as one of the Top 100 in the United States.
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9 Ortonville Recreation Area



Location: About 30 miles north of Pontiac


Season: Year-round


Sites: 25 sites with no hookups


Maximum RV length: None


Facilities: Vault toilets, firepits, water, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, boat launch, hiking/mountain biking/equestrian trails, beach, beach house, playground, volleyball court, horseshoe pits, shooting range




Fee per night: $$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (810) 797-4439; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From I-75 head north on MI 15 for 8 miles and turn right (east) on Oakwood Road. Go left (north) on Hadley Road and turn left (west) 2.2 miles later at Fox Lake Road. The campground is on the right (north) side almost 1 mile down.


GPS coordinates: N 42 53.750' / W 83 24.792'


About the campground: The recreation area is a combined 5,400 acres of high wooded hills spread out around several lakes. The rustic campground, located closest to the tiny Webster Lake and just off Fox Lake Road, is off the beaten path and allows equestrian users. There are over 6 miles of horse trails in the park. Day users will spend more time at Big Fish Lake, where most of the facilities are. Hunters may enjoy the shooting range inside the park. There is also fishing access at Algoe, Davidson, Round, and Today Lakes. A 3.5-mile hiking and mountain biking trail is toward the southern portion of the recreation area at Bloomer #3 State Park. One rustic cabin is also available.







10 Metamora-Hadley Recreation Area



Location: About 54 miles north of Detroit


Season: Year-round


Sites: 214 sites with electrical hookups


Maximum RV length: 50


Facilities: Flush/vault toilets, showers, firepits/grills, water, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, dump station, boat launch, hiking trails, beach, beach house, playground, accessible fishing pier, boat rental, concessionaire, cabins


Fee per night: $$–$$$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (810) 797-4439; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From MI 24 turn left (west) on Pratt Road and 2.3 miles later turn left (south) onto Herd Road. The second left is the park entrance.


GPS coordinates: N 42 56.707' / W 83 21.529'


About the campground: The campground loops are set up to the west of the lake and offer some sparse shade from older trees. The sites farthest south to the back of the loops have the best amount of tree cover, and the sites in the first loop are right by the water. Across the water from the campgrounds is the beach area, so day-trippers and campers are separated. You can rent boats and paddleboats, and hikers have 6 miles of trail to explore. This is just over an hour from the farthest reaches of the Detroit metro area. Rates are discounted in the off-season.







11 Brighton Recreation Area



Location: About 6 miles west of Brighton


Season: Year-round




Sites: 144 sites with electrical hookups, 69 sites with no hookups, 19 equestrian sites, 5 rustic cabins; wheelchair-accessible sites available


Maximum RV length: 50


Facilities: Flush/vault toilets, water, tables, grills, picnic area/shelter, dump station, beach, beach house, boat launch, cabins, hiking/equestrian/mountain biking trails, playground, boat rentals, vending machines, fishing pier


Fee per night: $$–$$$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (810) 229-6566; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From I-96 take exit 147 at Brighton. Go west about 6 miles to Chilson Road, then drive south 1.5 miles to Bishop Lake Road to reach the park gate.


GPS coordinates: N 42 30.401' / W 83 51.534'


About the campground: With a number of lakes spread throughout its 4,947 acres, Brighton Recreation Area is great for fishing and other water activities. A range of hills and forest around the lakes, as well as some marshy lowlands, offer miles of hiking, mountain biking, and horse trails. The 2 rustic campgrounds are close to lakes and are well separated from the modern, electrical sites, which tend to be shadeless and popular with RVs. The water draws a variety of bird species, and the beach is popular with families.







12 Proud Lake Recreation Area



Location: About 14 miles northwest of Farmington Hills


Season: Year-round


Sites: 130 sites with electrical hookups


Maximum RV length: None


Facilities: Flush/vault toilets, showers, grills, water, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, dump station, boat launch, hiking/mountain biking/equestrian trails, beach, beach house, playground, boat rental, concessionaire


Fee per night: $$$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (248) 685-2433; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From I-96 west of Farmington Hills, go north on Wixom Road and the park entrance will be on the right (east) side of the road.


GPS coordinates: N 42 34.226' / W 83 33.567'


About the campground: About 4,700 scenic acres of woodlands and water make up this park. The campground runs a long, narrow loop from east to west and offers only a modest smattering of a few shade trees. It also has a boat launch on Proud Lake exclusively for campers. Canoes and kayaks can be rented for the lake and the Huron River, which is popular for trout fishing. Horse and mountain biking trails total almost 9 miles, while hiking trails are just over 6 miles. The park is also popular for geocaching. Two cabins are available for rent as well.




















Port Huron Area and The Thumb










	

	Hookup Sites

	Total Sites

	Max. RV Length

	Hookups

	Toilets

	Showers

	Drinking Water

	Dump Station

	Recreation

	Fee

	Reservations










	13 Addison Oaks County Park

	170

	170

	50

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HFBRC

	$$$$

	Y






	14 Algonac State Park

	296

	296

	60

	E

	F/NF

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSFBL

	$$–$$$

	Y






	15 Caseville County Park

	172

	230

	N/A

	WES

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	SFL

	$$$$

	Y






	16 Lakeport State Park

	250

	250

	50

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSF

	$$$

	Y






	17 Lighthouse County Park

	105

	110

	45

	E

	Y

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HL

	$$$–$$$$

	Y






	18 Oak Beach County Park

	55

	55

	45

	E

	Y

	Y

	Y

	N

	SF

	$$$$

	Y






	19 Port Crescent State Park

	142

	142

	50

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSFL

	$$$$

	Y






	20 Evergreen Park

	163

	173

	35

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	N

	HFL

	$$$–$$$$

	Y






	21 Forester Park

	170

	190

	40

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSFB

	$$$–$$$$

	Y






	22 Sebewaing County Park

	54

	64

	35

	E

	Y

	Y

	Y

	N

	N/A

	$$–$$$$

	Y






	23 Sleeper State Park

	226

	226

	50

	E

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	HSF

	$$$

	Y






	24 Stafford County Park

	43

	73

	50

	WES

	F

	Y

	Y

	Y

	SFB

	$$$–$$$$

	Y






	25 Wagener County Park

	96

	96

	40

	WES

	F/NF

	Y

	Y

	N

	HFL

	$$–$$$$

	Y











See Amenities Charts Key on page xiii.










13 Addison Oaks County Park



Location: About 9 miles north of Rochester


Season: May 18 to October 21


Sites: 170 sites with electrical hookups and water on-site


Maximum RV length: 50


Facilities: Flush toilets, showers, fire ring, water, tables, dump station, boat launch, hiking/mountain biking/equestrian trails, beach, playground, fishing pier, fish-cleaning station, volleyball court, ball field, disc golf course, boat/bike rental, concessionaire


Fee per night: $$$$


Management: Oakland County


Contact: (248) 693-2432; www.oakgov.com/parks/parksandtrails/Addison-Oaks/Pages/default.aspx


Finding the campground: From Rochester take Main Street north out of the city (it will become Rochester Road). At just over 8 miles look for Romeo Road and go left (west) 1.7 miles to find the road into the park on the right (north) side of the road before the big turn.


GPS coordinates: N 42 47.947' / W 83 10.086'






[image: An ore ship on the St. Clair River]

An ore ship on the St. Clair River





About the campground: This 1,139-acre park contains 2 lakes, making the obvious draws boating, swimming, and fishing. But the activities on land are even more numerous, making this a good choice for families with kids. The campsites are spread out into 4 loops, A through D. Most sites offer little or no shade; the best bet might be Section D. The sites are to the north of the larger Buhl Lake, while the park activities and day-use area are to the south.







14 Algonac State Park



Location: About 3 miles north of Algonac


Season: Year-round


Sites: 296 sites with electrical hookups, 1 site with no hookups


Maximum RV length: 60


Facilities: Flush/vault toilets, showers, grills, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, dump station, hiking trails, playground, shooting range


Fee per night: $$–$$$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (810) 765-5605; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: Head north from Algonac on MI 29/St. Clair River Drive. Watch for State Park Road on your left (west).


GPS coordinates: N 42 38.830' / W 82 30.872'




About the campground: Watch big freighters sail past the park on the St. Clair River, where the parallel loops of the unshaded riverfront section of campsites are located. The view across the water is Canada. But you also have much to look at in the park itself. The habitats are rare and are home to a variety of wildflowers, trees, butterflies, and larger critters. The wagon-wheel loop of sites, while still unshaded, is at least backed up by the surrounding trees.







15 Caseville County Park



Location: Right inside Caseville


Season: April 15 to October 31


Sites: 58 sites with water and electrical hookups, 172 sites with full hookups


Maximum RV length: None


Facilities: Flush toilets, showers, grills, water, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, dump station, boat launch, beach, beach house, playground, boat rental, concessionaire, Wi-Fi


Fee per night: $$$$


Management: Caseville County


Contact: (989) 856-2080 or (888) 265-2583 for bookings; www.huroncountyparks.com/caseville-county-park


Finding the campground: Come into Caseville on MI 25 and it becomes Main Street. Toward the north end of town, watch for County Harbor Drive on the west side of the road to get into the park.


GPS coordinates: N 43 56.829' / W 83 16.273'


About the campground: This park packs in a lot of RVs. The loops can be a little cramped for bigger rigs, but there are some shade trees throughout and the ground is grassy, which is nice for tents. The beach, which looks out at Saginaw Bay, lies beyond the camp to the west, so it’s good for sunsets. It is wide and deep and an easy walk from the sites. The campground has Wi-Fi as well.







16 Lakeport State Park



Location: About 11 miles north of Port Huron


Season: Early April through late October


Sites: 250 sites with electrical hookups


Maximum RV length: 50


Facilities: Flush toilets, showers, firepits, tables, picnic shelter, picnic area, dump station, beach, beach house, playground, volleyball nets, horseshoe pits, concessionaire


Fee per night: $$$


Management: Michigan DNR


Contact: (810) 327-6224; www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails


Finding the campground: From Port Huron take MI 25 north along Lake Huron toward Lakeport. On the north side of Lakeport, watch for the park road on your right (east).
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