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All kidding aside (this only happens once, so pay attention!):


This book is for my dear great-aunt


THERESA HIGGINS


A cherished part of my past
Always welcome in the present, and
A gracious example for the future





Introduction



For those who believe that the best way to understand someone is to walk a mile in his or her shoes, Florida is the place to be. After all, the State’s rich history features those whose footwear ranged from Native American moccasins to astronauts’ boots, and today there are many opportunities to actually walk in those shoes. You can join in all sorts of historical reenactments—in full costume if you like. You have the chance to become a different person—be it Native American, Spanish conquistador, French colonist, rum-soaked pirate, or battlefield soldier—and relive a part of Florida’s long and fascinating past.


There’s more. In addition to going back to the past, you can glimpse the possibilities of the future. The Florida peninsula has been like a springboard from which human beings can rocket into space or dive beneath the surfaces of its nearly surrounding waters. And now there are places in Florida where anyone can take a peek at what the future will be (or at least, may be) like.


This unique guidebook offers you the sensation of time travel, both back into the past and forward into the future. The day has arrived for this new kind of travelogue, which reveals not only places to visit but also time periods to experience. This is a book for today’s explorers of place and space, past and future. This is the Time Traveler’s Guide to Florida.


Whether you slip into your moccasins, put on your fins, or strap on those boots that were made for walking (in space), our past and the future await you. Your first stop is not only where, but . . . when?




“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, and many of our people need it sorely on these accounts. Broad, wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot be acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one’s lifetime.”


—Mark Twain, The Innocents Abroad








Time Traveling 101:
Living History Appreciation



Here in question-and-answer format are some things to keep in mind when planning to visit a historical reenactment or other living history event:


1) Are there any special considerations for different ages?  The sound of cannons or other gunfire may be frightening to small children. Control of children’s movements is also important, especially when a weapon such as a bayonet or musket is being demonstrated. While a reenactor will never knowingly point a weapon at any spectator, even when the weapon is obviously unloaded, no one should be allowed to run into the line of fire of any gun or near a bladed weapon such as a pirate’s sword.


2) What should spectators wear? Choose comfortable clothes appropriate for the expected weather. For any chance of rain, have umbrellas and other rain gear available. Hats and sunscreen are a must, especially for children. Sunglasses are recommended unless the day is overcast.


3) What about seating at outdoor events such as battles? While each entry in the text provides specific information about whether or not you’ll need chairs and/or a picnic blanket, it can never hurt to keep some extras in your car just in case. Promised seating could always run out. But one thing organizers will never run out of is insects, so make sure you do bring bug repellant.


4) Where can one get historical costumes or props? There are almost always vendors (sutlers) present at reenactments. Ask advice from the reenactors about authenticity and period-correct items.


5) Is there any special way of talking or acting at a living history event? The most important thing is to keep a sense of wonder, as if you have actually traveled back in time and have a chance to learn about how people lived back then from their viewpoint. You are encouraged to ask questions, especially if you’re curious about something that surprises you. Living historians enjoy their pastime and love to talk about what they’re doing. The next most important thing is to determine whether or not you are watching a third-person or first-person scenario. Let’s say you are at Camp Uzita, which is a recreation of Hernando de Soto’s camp at his landing site in Florida in 1539. There will probably be a person there in the garb of a sixteenth-century Spanish soldier demonstrating how to put on his armor and showing what kind of food was eaten by de Soto and his group. If the scenario is in third person, even though he’ll be acting the part of a sixteenth-century Spanish soldier, he will be speaking in modern-day English, not sixteenth-century Spanish. He will talk about de Soto and the others in the third person—what “they” did, what “they” ate, and so on. In a first-person scenario, the soldier will still speak English (so you’ll understand him), but will avoid using modern terms. He will not know what a digital camera is, even if you show him one. He won’t know who the current president is, because there were no American presidents in 1539. He will use the words “I” and “we” when talking about himself and the rest of de Soto’s group. Except for the use of English, he will truly be acting the part of a sixteenth-century Spanish soldier, as if you had gone back to the sixteenth century and somehow found someone who could speak modern English. And, of course, use common courtesy. Don’t try to trip up a person doing a first-person reenactment. You’re dealing with an actor who is allowing you to be part of the show, and there’s no justifiable reason to be a party pooper, heckler, or other spoilsport. Play along, learn, and have fun instead.


6) Why do some weekend events, especially the ones involving warfare, have church services? This is for people (including the reenactors!) who want to go to a church on Sunday morning, no matter where they are. It also affords the sight of wartime opponents laying down their arms for a while in order to worship together. Especially for the children, there’s a lesson in there somewhere.


7) Why are some events assigned to the future portion of the timeline in the Table of Contents if they already exist? A few events and attractions—such as the the Jules Undersea Lodge, listed as belonging to the year 2025—are assigned to dates in the future although they are present and operational now. That is because these events and attractions are thought to be harbingers of things that will be much more common later. So while there is only one Undersea Lodge in the world at this time, it is thought that underwater accommodations will be more common by 2025.
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Before European Contact
(12,000 B.C.–1513 A.D.)







	

An Ancient Native Village (pre-Columbian)



Fountain of Youth Park, St. Augustine, St. Johns County



	[image: image]








Historical Background


For Native Americans of the North American continent, Florida was where the spear of European contact first struck after the voyages of Columbus. Whether they were Apalachee, Timucuan, Calusan, or many others, the tribes of Florida had well-developed cultures of their own that were soon overwhelmed by European warfare, disease, and enslavement.


What You’ll Find


•An authentically dressed reenactor presents a day in the life of pre-Columbian Native Americans, as if visitors are being adopted into the village’s various clans and taught the ways of the tribe


•Various arts, games, crafts, and other skills are learned by the new tribal members


•With each program, a selected boy and a girl are ceremonially wed and their duties to their clans, the tribe, and each other are explained


•The new bride is also shown how to annul the marriage if she wishes


•You’ll learn of the village’s most precious possession


Nothing is sold at the Village itself, but there is a gift shop elsewhere within Fountain of Youth Park.


Planning Your Visit


Whom to bring: This event is open mainly by scheduled appointment with groups such as school field trips, and when there is a reenactment happening elsewhere at Fountain of Youth Park in St. Augustine. Reenactments are family events, and guide animals and well-behaved pets on a leash no longer than six feet are welcome.


Dates and times: By appointment. Except when there is a reenactment happening at Fountain of Youth Park, this experience is available only by reservation for groups of twenty or more.


Getting there: The GPS coordinates for Fountain of Youth Park are N29° 54.4141', W081° 18.9723'. The address is 11 Magnolia Avenue in St. Augustine, 32084, about half a mile north of the Castillo de San Marcos.


Parking: Free and ample for cars through buses, with ADA spaces.


Fees and tickets: Free with park admission, which ranges from less than ten dollars for adults to free for children under six years.



Facilities



Restrooms: ADA-compliant restrooms are near the parking lot.


Other ADA compliance information: Numerous paved walkways and hard-packed grounds make the park negotiable by wheelchair. There is plenty of shade.


Places to eat: A concession is on-site at Fountain of Youth Park.


Picnic facilities: There are two picnic areas without grills or pavilions.


Places to sit: There is no need to bring chairs or blankets.


Places to stay on-site: None, but many fine establishments are nearby.


Educators


The best way to experience the Ancient Native Village is via scheduled field trip. There is a villageful of curriculum aids online at AncientNative.org.


Contact Information


www.ancientnative.org
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Stone Age and Primitive Arts Festival (12,000 B.C. forward)



Ochlockonee River State Park, Wakulla County
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Historical Background


Florida’s earliest human inhabitants had arts, crafts, and technologies that have nearly been buried underneath today’s avalanche of applied sciences and modern conveniences. For instance, people of centuries ago who wished to know what the weather was like had no Internet, flat-screen televisions, or weather forecasters with high-definition radar. Instead they used a primitive means known as “looking out the window” that is still effective today. Other clever solutions were fashioned for problems such as keeping warm, chasing potential meals, making containers for storage, and constructing shelters from available materials.


What You’ll Find


Not everyone will be in period animal skins or fig leaves. During the Stone Age, skills counted more than fashion:


•Opportunities to try your hand at arrowhead making, deer hide tanning, making stone tools, and carving both bone and antlers


•See how bows and arrows were made


•Demonstrations of basket weaving and pottery making from locally available materials


•Primitive archery and spear-throwing competitions


•See why the period dress–authenticity award always goes to the North American flintknapper


•Find out what an atlatl is and learn to use one


•Vendors will be available


Planning Your Visit


Whom to bring: This event is for the whole family, including guide animals and well-behaved pets.


Dates and times: Held the first weekend of February from 9:30 AM to 5 PM.


Getting there: Held at Ochlockonee River State Park (GPS coordinates N29° 59.9299', W084° 29.1271'), which is four miles south of Sopchoppy or about thirty miles SSW of Tallahassee on Hwy 319. The zip code is 32358.


Parking: Adequate, with ADA spaces.


Fees and tickets: Free with a $4-per-carload park admission fee for up to eight people.


Facilities


Restrooms: ADA-accessible restrooms and portable facilities on-site.


Other ADA compliance information: Grounds are wheelchair-friendly.


Places to eat: There are no concessions.


Picnic facilities: Tables, grills, and (for rental) pavilions on-site.


Places to sit: There are few places to sit but many places to spread a blanket.


Places to stay on-site: Youth and modern camping are available by reservation.


Reenactors


Needed are pre-Columbian period impressions with the ability to demonstrate a primitive art or craft. Period dress is preferred but not required. Amenities include space to set up demonstration area, firewood, and water.


Educators


No school days, field trips, or curriculum aids are yet available.


Contact Information


Ochlockonee River SP: 850-962-2771;


www.floridastateparks.org/ochlockoneeriver/default.cfm
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Ancient Peoples’ Festival (pre-Columbian to 1700s A. D.)



Naples, Collier County
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Historical Background


Prior to the coming of the Spanish, present-day southwest Florida was dominated by the Calusa, a tribe of fisher-gatherers and fierce warriors who were feared throughout the southern half of the Florida peninsula. Hostilities between the Spanish and the Calusa abated somewhat after Pedro de Menéndez de Aviles (founder of St. Augustine) married the Calusa chief’s sister. Afterwards the Calusa made the tactical error of isolating themselves as much as possible from Europeans and their more advanced weapons. However, they’d already been exposed to European diseases. Thus ravaged by illness, the once-dreaded Calusa were unable to withstand attacks by other Native Americans who had obtained English firearms.


What You’ll See


The living history portion of this festival features:


•A recreated Calusa camp with appropriately costumed reenactors who are glad to display and share what they have learned of Calusa life


•Demonstrations of early skills such as fire starting, making clothes from animal skins, pottery making, and flintknapping (making sharp-edged stone tools)


In addition there are guest speakers for adults and special activities for children.


Planning Your visit


Whom to bring: The whole family. Guide animals are welcome. No pets.


Dates and times: From 9 AM to 4 PM on one of the last Saturdays in March. Use contact information for details.
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Be sure to ask where the three souls of each Calusa are found.





Getting there: The event is held at the Collier County Museum in the county’s Government Center two miles from downtown Naples. GPS coordinates are N26° 7.6256', W081° 45.9724'. The address is 3301 Tamiami Trail East (U. S. Highway 41), Naples, 34112.


Parking: Adequate and free, with ADA-compliant spaces.


Fees and tickets: Free, but donations will make you a friend of the Calusa. And everybody wants to be on the Calusa’s good side.


Facilities


Restrooms: They are ADA-compliant.


Other ADA compliance information: The museum grounds and building are fully accessible to those with mobility challenges.


Places to eat: There are machines with drinks and light snacks inside the museum.


Picnic facilities: None on-site.


Places to sit: There is shaded seating. Bringing chairs or blankets is unnecessary.


Places to stay on-site: There are none, but many establishments in Naples grant refuge to those fleeing the Calusa.


Reenactors


Impressions of authentically dressed Native Americans (especially Calusa) are welcome, especially if a skill can be demonstrated.


Educators


There are no education days or field trips, but the museum’s website has enough well-done curriculum aids to fill a burial mound.


Contact Information


Collier County Museum: 239-252-8476


Museum website: www.colliermuseums.com
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The First Spanish Period
(1513–1763)







	

The School of the Sixteenth Century (1501–1600)



Fountain of Youth Park, St. Augustine, St. Johns County
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Historical Background


Between the first voyage of Columbus in 1492 and the English founding of Jamestown in 1607, the North American continent wasn’t exactly just sitting by idly and waiting for the Pilgrims to show up. There were European explorers scampering all over the place and, in what was to become the state of Florida, attempts at colonization. The sixteenth century saw the French begin a settlement at Fort Caroline in the area of modern-day Jacksonville, from which they were encouraged to depart (to put it politely) by the Spanish. In the meantime the first Spanish colonists of Pensacola were driven out by famine, attacks by Native Americans, and an especially vicious hurricane.


What You’ll Find


•A boot camp for anyone who wants to explore sixteenth-century southeastern North America and return safely


•Displays of sixteenth-century equipment, dress, and armor


•Demonstrations of period crafts and survival skills, including needlework and tent making


•Reenactors portraying the various peoples (European explorers, soldiers, and Native Americans of different nations) of the sixteenth century who lived in what was to become Florida


•Numerous encampments show you how it was done five hundred years ago—cooking, use of armor and other forms of personal protection, etc.


•Vendors are present for those who need to be resupplied in their quests for gold, glory, and adventure


•The uses of weapons, from pikes and crossbows to muskets and cannons, are taught through training drills and demonstrations


•A unique feature of this event is that as long as adult visitors are wearing clothing of all-natural fibers (for safety reasons), they can participate in educational and weapons training


Planning Your Visit


Whom to bring: This is a family event. Guide animals are welcome, but pets are discouraged because of all the gunfire.
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“Armor, n. The kind of clothing worn by a man whose tailor is a blacksmith.” —Ambrose Bierce, The Devil’s Dictionary





Dates and times: Last weekend in January, 10 AM to 4 PM on Saturday and throughout Sunday morning.


Getting there: The GPS coordinates for Fountain of Youth Park are N29° 54.4141', W081° 18.9723'. The address is 11 Magnolia Avenue in St. Augustine, 32084, about half a mile north of the Castillo de San Marcos.


Parking: Adequate and free, with ADA-compliant spaces.


Fees and tickets: Free.


Facilities


Restrooms: ADA-compliant restrooms are near the parking lot.


Other ADA compliance information: Numerous paved walkways and hard-packed grounds make the park negotiable by wheelchair. There is plenty of shade.


Places to eat: There is a concession within the park.


Picnic facilities: There are two picnic areas in the park, but no grills or pavilions.


Places to sit: There is no need to bring chairs or blankets.


Places to stay on-site: There are none, but twenty-first-century lodging is nearby.



Reenactors



Needed are military, civilians, and Native Americans in sixteenth-century dress or armor. Amenities include space for encampments, firewood, and water.


Educators


There are no school days, field trips, or curriculum aids yet.


Contact Information


(Event organizer) E-mail: lobo13@bellsouth.net
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Camp Uzita (1539)



De Soto National Memorial, Bradenton, Manatee County
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Historical Background


In May of 1539, Hernando de Soto landed in the Manatee County area with nine ships, two hundred and twenty horses, a herd of pigs, seven hundred soldiers (one of whom was the disguised wife of one of the soldiers), a pack of war dogs, and an eleven-year-old servant girl named Anna. There he established his base camp in an abandoned Indian village named Uzita before journeying inland in search of riches. Unfortunately for de Soto’s plans to acquire La Florida’s legendary wealth, the Seminole Hard Rock Casinos would not be open for business for another 400 years.


What You’ll Find


•Rangers and other reenactors wearing period clothing and talking about life at the camp as part of third-person impressions


•Demonstrations of Native American and conquistador crafts as well as of weapons such as crossbows and the arquebus, a primitive firearm


•Opportunities to shoot a crossbow and to try on the armor worn by the conquistadors while imagining what is what like to wear it while marching in Florida heat


•You’ll find out how “tourist trees” got that name


Planning Your Visit


Whom to bring: This is for the whole family. Dogs are permitted within the park only when on a leash no longer than six feet. Guide animals are welcome.


Dates and times: The camp is open daily from mid-December to the end of April, although De Soto National Memorial is open all year.


Getting there: GPS coordinates are N27°29.3754', W082°37.7828'. The address is 8300 De Soto Memorial Highway in Bradenton, 34209. Boaters may access the park via the Manatee River, but the park has no boat ramp. Bicycles may be used on the road and in the parking lot, but not on the walking trails. Bike racks are provided at the picnic area.
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Parking: Ample. ADA spaces are provided.


Fees and tickets: Free!


Facilities


Restrooms: ADA-compliant restrooms are across the parking lot at the visitors center. There are changing tables located in the women’s restroom.


Other ADA compliance information: The hard-packed ground of Camp Uzita is not as easy to negotiate in a wheelchair or a walker as the concrete pavement approach, but it is nevertheless reasonably accessible. A small but sufficient set of bleachers is provided. There is a special flat ADA-accessible surface for the parking of wheelchairs and scooters located adjacent to the bleachers. The demonstration tables area is shaded.


Places to eat: There are no concessions.


Picnic facilities: A ten-table picnic area is located adjacent to the parking lot and is available for visitors on a first-come basis. Large groups and schools should call ahead to reserve seating. Grills and alcoholic beverages are not allowed within the park.


Places to sit: Bleachers are provided at Camp Uzita, and there are benches on the walkway to the visitors center.


Places to stay on-site: None. However, generations of Spanish conquistadores have been pleased with Bradenton’s numerous air-conditioned places of lodging after years of marching through Florida’s heat in full armor.


Reenactors


Needed are sixteenth-century Spanish military and civilians and Native Americans, all appropriately garbed. There are no amenities except the usual benefits for volunteers. Call the park for more information.


Educators


There are no special school days, but field trips are available. Check with the local school board. Curriculum aids are at the National Park Service website for De Soto National Memorial.


Contact Information


De Soto National Memorial


8300 De Soto Memorial Hwy.


Bradenton, FL 34209


941-792-0458
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The Menendez Landing Event (1565)



St. Augustine, St. Johns County
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Historical Background


On September 8, 1565, Admiral Pedro Menéndez de Aviles of Spain landed at the site of present-day St. Augustine. Acting on direct orders from the king of Spain, he affirmed Spanish claims to Florida and established the first Spanish mission in what would become the United States. The New World’s first Catholic Mass was immediately held, and then the local Native Americans were invited to a feast of thanksgiving for the crew’s safe completion of the journey from Spain—over fifty years before the first Pilgrim’s arrival. At the same time, St. Augustine (our country’s first permanent European settlement) was founded. With regard to the French Huguenots who had settled at Fort Caroline to escape religious persecution in Europe, Menéndez carried a second order from Spain’s king: find the French Protestants, hang them all, and then burn them.


What You’ll Find


The living history aspects of this commemoration of Menéndez’s arrival include:


•A Menéndez reenactor landing at the mission site in a replica small boat


•A Mass held at the mission’s outdoor altar


•Sixteenth-century encampments of Spanish explorers, friars, soldiers and Native Americans at the adjacent grounds of Fountain of Youth Park


•Plenty of food in remembrance of that first feast of thanksgiving


Planning Your Visit


Whom to bring: This is a family event. Although guide animals are always welcome, pets are not allowed during the Mass. Pets may be frightened by the gunfire and cannonfire that marks Menendez’s arrival.


Dates and times: Held on the Saturday of Labor Day weekend. The Mass begins at 10 AM and the landing is just before that, between 9:30 and 10 AM.


Getting there: The mission is at 27 Ocean Avenue in St. Augustine, 32084, just northeast of Fountain of Youth Park. The GPS coordinates are N29° 54.2999', W081° 19.0119'.


Parking: Free and abundant, especially at the park.


Fees and tickets: Free.


Facilities


Restrooms: ADA-accessible restrooms are adjacent to the park’s parking lot.


Other ADA compliance information: Paved pathways and relatively level, hard-packed soil allow for use of wheelchairs and canes on mission grounds and at the park.


Places to eat: There’s a feast.


Picnic facilities: There are not enough picnic tables at the park for the crowds, of course. Grills are neither present nor necessary.


Places to sit: There is space for your picnic blanket or folding chair.


Places to stay on-site: None, but St. Augustine’s many establishments are happy to welcome those who have just arrived on slow boats from across the Atlantic.


Reenactors


Sixteenth-century civilians, military, and Native Americans in appropriate dress are welcome. Encampment space, firewood, water, and the aforementioned feast are provided.




Be sure to find out who paid the bill for the entire Menéndez expedition, and why the new city was named “St. Augustine.”





Educators


There are no special school days, field trips, or curriculum aids.



Contact Information



(Event organizer) E-mail: lobo13@bellsouth.net
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Drake’s Raid (June 1586)



Fountain of Youth Park and city streets, St. Augustine, St. Johns County
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Historical Background


This is the annual remembrance of the June 1586 attack on Spanish St. Augustine by English land and sea forces led by Sir Francis Drake. (Even after 400+ years, they’re still a little sore about it.) Eighty Spanish soldiers were forced from their fort by two thousand English and their cannons. The English then crossed Matanzas Bay, drove out the remaining Spanish defenders, and began sacking the city. Once St. Augustine had been looted, burned, and every house and garden destroyed, the English departed and the Spanish colonials were able to return and rebuild, having been left little more than the clothes on their backs. Even the fruit trees had been cut down.


What You’ll Find


The living history portions of this event include:


•A sixteenth-century camp in Fountain of Youth Park in which Drake’s crew tries to explain why they are pillaging the city to anyone who will listen


•Military drills and demonstrations of handy weapons for those occasions when bands of the Queen’s cutthroats land in your sixteenth-century neighborhood


•Demonstrations of sixteenth-century cooking and other period skills


•Sutlers selling all manner of period-appropriate goods


•An evening brawl between the Spanish militia (with their Native American allies) and the English that begins near the city gates and continues along a half-mile route to the Governor’s Palace as the narrow streets fill with black-powder weapons, English pikemen, swordfights, cannonfire, armored horsemen, and terrified Spanish colonists; frantic mothers search for their children; and tourists are warned by the reenactors to go hide in the swamps


•Smoke from pistols and muskets filling the air, along with colorful Spanish curses directed at the flea-bitten English corsairs



Planning Your Visit



Whom to bring: Only in America could this be a family event. Pets are allowed if well controlled on a six-foot leash, but they may get upset by all the noise and commotion. Guide animals are always welcome.


Dates and times: The sixteenth-century encampments and living history interpretations are from 10 AM to 5 PM on the first Saturday in June at the Fountain of Youth Park in St. Augustine. The battle reenactment between Drake’s party and Spanish defenders begins at 7 PM.


Getting there: The GPS coordinates for the Fountain of Youth Park are N29° 54.4141', W081° 18.9723'. The address is 11 Magnolia Avenue in St. Augustine, 32084.


Parking: Sufficient parking is available at Fountain of Youth Park to accommodate all kinds of vehicles. Metered parking is available throughout downtown St. Augustine. There is also a city parking garage nearby.


Fees and tickets: None. Admission to the encampment area of the park is free.


Facilities


Restrooms: The Park has ADA-accessible restrooms near the parking lot.


Other ADA compliance information: The grounds of the Fountain of Youth Park are hard-packed dirt with extensive paving, making it relatively easy for wheelchair, stroller, or cane users to get around. Shade is plentiful.


Places to eat: There is a small concession in the park area.


Picnic facilities: There are open tables but no grills.


Places to sit: The park has benches, but bringing a folding seat to the route of the street fighting may be helpful, as with a parade.


Places to stay on-site: Not within the park, but many splendid St. Augustine establishments are close by.


Reenactors


Sixteenth-century Native Americans, Spanish military and civilians, and English sailors or marines are needed. Note that Spanish colonial women have important roles in this event and are particularly welcome. Amenities include encampment space at Fountain of Youth Park, transportation to and from the evening’s reenactment, a dinner prior to the Raid itself, and “jollification” afterwards for the reenactors—meaning you get to party with a bunch of sixteenth-century sailors, a truly memorable experience!




Those Spanish colonial housewives and mommies aren’t just running around screaming for show—they are a sneaky form of crowd control. When they try to warn bystanders away from a particular spot, they’re making room for groups of soldiers and raiders who are about to arrive firing pistols and engaging in swordfights—not something you want to be caught in the middle of, especially if you’re pushing a baby buggy.






Educators



There are no school days, field trips, or curriculum aids yet.


Contact information


(Event organizer) E-mail: lobo13@bellsouth.net
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A Day in Old Florida (1500s–1600s)



Faver-Dykes State Park, St. Augustine, St. Johns County
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Historical Background


As more and more Europeans arrived to colonize the coasts of Spanish Florida, explorers continued to probe the interior, learning to make their living there, usually as trappers. Spanish friars built a chain of missions. European and Native American cultures met, clashed, and learned from each other. Some Native Americans resisted the missions and others joined them. European craftsmen and artisans adapted their skills to make use of materials found in their new world.


What You’ll Find


The living history portions of this event include:


•A sixteenth-century Spanish camp where explorers, soldiers, and a friar seek gold, glory, and souls


•An explanation for why Native American tribes lured Spanish explorers farther and farther inland with stories of great riches to be found


•A seventeenth-century trapper trading camp


•Teaching, some of it hands-on, of centuries-old crafts and skills such as knitting a mullet net, dyeing with indigo, and making baskets from pine needles


•An array of merchants trying to make a sixteenth-century buck


Planning Your Visit


Whom to bring: This is a family event.


Dates and times: It’s from 10 AM to 3 PM the first Monday in February.


Getting there: The location is Faver-Dykes State Park on 1000 Faver-Dykes Road in St. Augustine, 32086, a little over ten miles south of downtown and almost directly west of Marineland. The GPS coordinates are N29° 40.0451', W081° 16.1254'.


Parking: Free and adequate.


Fees and tickets: Free with a few dollars per carload for park admission.


Facilities


Restrooms: ADA-compliant restrooms and portable facilities are provided.


Other ADA compliance information: The hard-packed grounds covered with pine needles are level enough for the use of wheelchairs and canes. There is abundant shade.


Places to eat: Yes! Everything from hot dogs to Minorcan clam chowder.


Picnic facilities: The park’s picnic area has tables, pavilions, and grills.


Places to sit: Bringing chairs is unnecessary, though there is plenty of room to relax or picnic on a blanket.


Places to stay on-site: The park has campsites both modern and primitive.


Reenactors


Sixteenth- and seventeenth-century authentically dressed impressions of trappers, Spanish military and civilians, and Native Americans of Spanish Florida are sought. Amenities include encampment site, firewood, water, and lunch.


For educators


Field trips are available (check with your school board) since the event is on a Monday. There are no curriculum materials yet.
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