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To Barb

No matter how many times

my pocket aces get cracked,

with you in my life

I’ll always be

the luckiest guy on the planet.

I love you very much.
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PHIL GORDON:

PROFESSIONAL, AMBASSADOR,
TEACHER… AND FRIEND

BY CHRIS FERGUSON
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I’ve heard Phil Gordon say things like, “I’m not the best player in the world.” He has said it in conversations with me and with other pros, on the second page of the Little Green Book, and probably in this book as well. I’m not sure if that even counts as being humble, but Phil can afford to be humble.

He retired from business at twenty-eight, traveled the world, raised millions for philanthropic causes, authored two bestselling books, released a successful instructional DVD, hosted Celebrity Poker Showdown, and created a series of podcasts at the 2005 World Series of Poker that were among the most downloaded since that form of media began.

On top of all that, Phil is no slouch at the table. He finished fourth in the main event of the World Series of Poker in 2001 and has made four other World Series final tables, including two in 2005. It is unlikely he will go much longer without another chance to win his first bracelet—or several. He was also one of the first stars of the World Poker Tour, winning the pro division at the first WPT Aruba tournament and winning the WPT Bay 101 Shooting Stars championship.

Phil is less modest about his accomplishments as a teacher, but, again, his record speaks for itself. His instructional video and his two poker books, Poker: The Real Deal and Phil Gordon’s Little Green Book, have taught hundreds of thousands of players to understand how professionals evaluate the game. As host of Celebrity Poker Showdown, he educated millions of viewers on how to analyze poker decisions.

Phil has also played an important role in transforming the image of poker. Go back ten years to when I started playing in tournaments. Who would ever admit to being a professional? If someone said he played poker professionally, you felt sorry for him, or you were afraid of him.

Look how much that has changed. We are celebrities now. If I tell someone I’m a professional poker player, they might actually be impressed. Now they want to know how to become pros themselves.

Televised poker shows are responsible for this transformation. Celebrity Poker Showdown, which has shown millions of people that celebrities play poker, is responsible. Having all those viewers associate “professional poker player” with “Phil Gordon”—a smart, articulate gentleman who always communicates how to play a poker hand (or, as was more often the case on that show, how not to play a poker hand)—is responsible. A lot of other things are responsible too. But Phil was such a fixture on that show through 2005 that it’s easy to take for granted how many people were introduced to poker through that show. Phil Gordon was many people’s first image of a professional poker player… and he did a fantastic job of representing our game.

Phil and I have been talking about poker hands for a decade now, since long before we met face-to-face. During the midnineties, in the early days of the Internet, we communicated through rec.gambling.poker, which was then a small band of games-obsessed computer guys (and girls) who loved poker and wanted to get better at it.

So what was it like when we finally met at the 2001 World Series of Poker main event? Was it some kind of big occasion, with me, the reigning champion, finally shaking hands with this new star, who had just made the final table and was on the fast track to multimedia stardom?

No, it was nothing like that! We were still just two guys who loved poker and wanted to play better. I am flattered when Phil describes me as a “mentor.” He is definitely one of the small number of professionals with whom I enjoy discussing poker hands and poker strategy. Together we have talked about a lot of hands and a lot of approaches to how to play them. Phil has told me that he has benefited a lot from those talks. I know I have.

I really enjoy those kinds of discussions. That is how we improve as players: analyzing our experiences, getting to hear about what other players are thinking and doing, testing our ideas, and refining and improving (and sometimes abandoning) those ideas.

Phil Gordon and I have a similar approach to the game of poker. I see Phil as an aggressive, solid player who is nevertheless not afraid to commit a lot of chips without the nuts. My play could also be described that way.

More important, though, we both believe that the way you improve at poker is not by finding answers. It is by finding questions. And one thing I know Phil can do is show you how to analyze a hand and ask yourself the right questions. That method will help you in every kind of situation and improve your chances of coming up with the right decision.

The best way to learn poker is to play it and talk about it with your friends. With this book think of Phil as your first friend in this process. Listen to how a professional thinks his way through a hand—not just the hands he played right but also the ones he played wrong. Do some thinking of your own. What would you do and, more important, why? Then do some talking and some listening: Find people you respect, and talk about poker hands and poker strategy. If you are a winning player, this can make you a bigger winning player. If you are a losing player, maybe it can turn you into a winner. If nothing else, talking about poker will be cheaper than losing at poker.

Phil and I have covered a lot of ground since that meeting in 2001. We have traveled the world together, celebrated each other’s successes, commiserated about and analyzed each other’s failures, watched poker’s popularity skyrocket, tried to contribute to that phenomenon, and tried to benefit from it.

Our accomplishments in poker don’t count for anything when we are at the table. Of course, it makes me happy if opponents are intimidated by me and let me steal when I have nothing, and give me action when I have the nuts, but that can’t be the basis for any future success. All you really have at the poker table is your ability to make a good decision, and a willingness to learn and improve. So when I tell you that this book could be your key to entering “our world,” I don’t mean the VIP room at some hot nightclub or even some televised final table.

“Our world” is the world of ideas. To get in, you need a love of poker and a desire to improve. Phil Gordon has that desire. I have that desire. And, since you are reading this book, you obviously do too. You’re well on your way.

And who knows? If you take Phil’s advice to heart and combine it with experience, your own ideas, and a willingness to improve your thinking about poker strategy, maybe you will see us in those other places as well.

Welcome to our world!
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This book would not exist without my good friend and collaborator Jonathan Grotenstein. Our first literary effort, Poker: The Real Deal, was published in October 2004 amid the crazy, meteoric rise in popularity of the game. That work has since sold more than a hundred thousand copies and improved the game of many people across the world. Jonathan is the expert wordsmith who helps me convey my complex (and sometimes twisted) thoughts and ideas with clarity, consistency, and humor. A huge thank-you to Jonathan.

I’d also like to give kudos to the biggest group of degenerate gamblers in the world, the Tiltboys: Rafe Furst, Dave “Diceboy” Lambert, Steve Miranda, Perry Friedman, Paul Swiencicki, Tony Glenning, Kim Scheinberg, John Kullmann, Josh Paley, Michael Stern, Lenny Augustine, Bruce Hayek, and Russ Garber. We’ve been playing poker together for fifteen years. Wednesday nights are nearly a religious experience for our group and by far the best night of the week. Our games of “Spit-and-Shit Ding-a-Ling-with-a-Twist” and high-stakes Roshambo (think $1,000 a throw… yes, we’re sick) are legendary in our own minds. For an in-depth look at psychopathic degeneracy, check out the Tiltboy Web site, www.tiltboys.com, or pick up a copy of our book, Tales from the Tiltboys. Your life will never be the same.

My fiancée and future wife (redundantly redundant!), Barb Smith, deserves enormous amounts of credit for putting up with me, handling the massive swings in my mood (and bankroll), and being my biggest fan. She’s also one hell of a good poker player. This book wouldn’t exist without Barb’s constant encouragement, support, and love. I’ve been lucky at the tables plenty of times—I’ve managed more than my fair share of 45—1 long-shot suckouts. But marrying Barb will be, by far, the biggest and luckiest suckout of my life.

Thanks to all of my family and my future in-laws, as well as my godchildren (who love to see their names in print): Quinn and Savannah Averitt, Ben Philip Leader, Winnie and Charlie Swiencicki. I love you all.

At the poker table my job is to surround myself with the most mentally challenged people I can find and take their money. In business it is just the opposite: I do my best to surround myself with the smartest people I can find. My business manager, Alex Alvarez, inspires me to do everything better, and her time, energy, focus, and professionalism allow me to do so. My accountant, Marissa Chien, keeps me “in the money.” My literary agents, Greg Dinkin and Frank Scatoni at Venture Literary, somehow convinced the smart people at Simon Spotlight Entertainment to take another shot with me, our third effort to date. Speaking of Simon Spotlight, thanks to all the folks there: Tricia Boczkowski, Jen Bergstrom, Jen Robinson, Nekiesha Walker, Russell Gordon, Yaffa Jaskoll, Rick Richter, Emily Westlake, and Frank Fochetta.

In every poker player’s life there are people who bring him along, sharing their knowledge, secrets, and experiences. My friends at FullTiltPoker.com are without a doubt the best players in the world. Their tutelage and friendship is, in large part, responsible for my success in poker. Howard Lederer, Phil Ivey, John Juanda, Eric Seidel, Erick Lindgren, Jennifer Harman, and Andy Bloch are always willing to talk about hands, rejoice in successes, and sympathize with bad beats. Many of these incredibly talented players have read through this book and suggested corrections and improvements. A very special thanks to my good friend Chris “Jesus” Ferguson, who took an extraordinary amount of time to coach me during the last five years. He also wrote one hell of a foreword to this book. If there is one player in the world I strive to emulate, it’s Chris. Unfortunately, I look like crap in a cowboy hat, and growing my hair three feet long is not an option. Still, at the tables, Chris’s game is the nuts.

Thanks to my business partners at my company, Expert Insight: Rafe Furst, Michael Keller, Bill Dougherty, and all of our other employees and partners. This work is in large part an extension of the Expert Insight mission: to allow the reader to “Get Inside the Mind of the Expert.”™ If you haven’t seen our innovative, experiential approach to teaching, I encourage you to pick up a copy of my instructional DVD Final Table Poker at www.expertinsight.com.

Thanks to Doug Donohue, who created my favorite poker simulator, DDPoker (www.ddpoker.com), Sebastiano DiBari and Sector Watches (www.sectorwatches.com), Bluff Magazine (www.bluffmagazine.com), Andrew Feldman and ESPN.com (www.espn.com/poker), and all my other poker-business partners.

My great-aunt Elizabeth “Lib” Lucas taught me to play poker when I was seven. She died of cancer the day I won my first major poker tournament. Every hand I play and tournament I enter, I dedicate to her. A portion of the proceeds from this book will be donated to the Cancer Research and Prevention Foundation (CRPF) in her memory. Poker players around the world are donating one percent of their tournament winnings to CRPF, and to date we’ve raised more than $1,000,000 through poker-related fund-raising efforts. Please, join us in putting a Bad Beat on Cancer: www.badbeatoncancer.org. Autographed copies of this book and my other works, and personal phone lessons are available in exchange for donations on this Web site.

Finally, and hopefully without seeming like a tremendous suck-up, I want to thank you, my readers. I thank you for your interest in the game that I’ve made a profession. I thank you for continuing to learn and stretch your game. I thank you for the investment you’ve made in me as a sort of mentor and teacher. I thank you for the kind words, reviews, e-mails, and autograph requests. I thank you for your donations to the Cancer Research and Prevention Foundation. I wish you all continued success, at and away from the tables.
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“Poker theory” is great, but poker is not about theory, diagrams, flowcharts, or checklists. Poker is all about what happens at the table: a good read, a tough laydown, a mathematically correct call, a big bluff, a timely all-in. For me poker is about making difficult, winning decisions at the table. When you get home from poker night, your significant other doesn’t ask, “Hey, did you learn any poker theory tonight?” He or she asks you if you won. If they’re really great partners, they’ll even ask, and listen to you talk, about specific hands—even bad-beat stories.

After the publication and overwhelming success of my Little Green Book, I have received thousands of e-mails from around the world. Nearly everyone who wrote to me managed to pick up some bit of poker theory from the book. Kudos to all who improved: You were able to successfully take theory and apply it in practice—that is a true achievement. I can’t begin to tell you how great it feels to help people become better players—I truly enjoy teaching poker more than I enjoy playing poker.

If you’re the kind of person who prefers the practical to the theoretical, however, then this book should help you enormously. Inside you’ll find several dozen hands from actual play, fully annotated. The goal in each hand is to take you inside my mind and let you read my thoughts as the hands play out.

Some of the hands are taken from tournaments you may have seen me play on television. I’ve been very fortunate to win two World Poker Tour events; many of the key hands from those tournaments are replayed here for you. So are many hands from the various World Series of Poker events I’ve participated in, including the highly entertaining final table at the 2001 WSOP championship (where I was lucky enough to finish fourth).

Not all the hands presented here leave me beaming with pride. Yes, I’m nearly certain that I could have found thousands of hands that I’ve played exactly right: I’ve won plenty of massive pots, and I’ve made plenty of great reads and laydowns. But some of the hands that have been most important to my success as a player aren’t the hands that I’ve won but the hands that I’ve lost by playing poorly or overlooking a better play. These instructive hands—and there are plenty in this book—taught me valuable lessons about the game of No Limit Texas Hold’em. I hope these hands will help your game as well.

While reading this book, you’re not going to agree with all the plays that I made. Good! As most professionals will tell you, there are many different ways to play a winning game of No Limit Texas Hold’em. I am not the best Hold’em player in the world, but I am a winning player—I’ve been a professional since 1997 and I’ve never had a losing year. I’ve won (and lost) playing the hands exactly the way I’ve represented them here and in my Little Green Book, but that doesn’t make me the authoritative voice.… If you disagree with the way I’ve played a hand, you may very well be right. There are many hands, in retrospect, that I might (and should) have played differently as well. The point is to think about why I’m right or wrong and, in doing so, expand your own ability to analyze a situation at the poker table.

As you’re reading, keep this in mind: I do not consider myself a gambler. Nearly every day people e-mail me or stop me on the street and ask me: “What’s it like to be a professional gambler?” I invariably answer the same way each time: “I’ve never gambled a day in my life.” I consider myself a strategic investor. For every $100 I put into the pot, I expect to take more than $100 back out. If I can succeed more times than not, hand after hand, tournament after tournament, and year after year, I ensure a long-term positive expectation. That positive expectation applied over thousands of trials is what makes me a winning player.

While there is no one “correct” way to play poker, there is one universal truth on the felt: Winning at poker is much more fun than losing. With that in mind, I sincerely hope that the instructive hands presented in this book, paired with the tutelage in the Little Green Book, will make you a better player.

Throughout the hands presented here I ask the same question over and over again: “What would you do?” When you get to that question, you might want to stop and seriously consider your next move. (And don’t cheat by reading ahead to see how I played it!) Rather than simply answering “raise” or “fold,” try to come up with a full and rational explanation for your decision. Then the next time you get to the real table, try to do the same thing.

Now let’s get straight to the tables—together—and explore some of the critical hands that have helped me take my game to the next level. I hope they will do the same for you!
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When I’m at the table, I’m constantly categorizing my opponents and trying to figure out how they play. By working hard and using that information, I can often make better, higher-quality decisions.

Are they beginners, likely focusing on the cards in front of them, or top pros using multilevel psychology to throw me off their scent? Do they play “no fold’em hold’em,” or are they “rocks” who will wait patiently for a premium hand? Are they aggressive players who will bet into any empty space, or calling stations who will never, ever fold to a bluff? Have they recently won or lost a momentum-shifting pot? Are they on tilt?

Obviously there are many more factors to consider than the cards you’ve been dealt. Throughout the hands in this book, I have attempted to convey some of the most relevant information I’ve managed to absorb from my opponents. Please note that the stack size listed in the table diagrams is after players have posted blinds, antes, and acted as indicated.
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Tournaments like the World Series of Poker (WSOP) or the World Poker Tour (WPT) may get all the headlines, but there are a lot of purists who believe that cash games represent the only “true” way to play poker. In a cash game, you can’t get eliminated by a bad beat, at least as long as you have cash in your wallet. There aren’t any artificial constraints like short stacks or increasing blinds and antes—the best strategies are the ones that most effectively separate your opponents from their money. Most important, especially to the pros who make their living at the game, the good players will eventually win, while the bad players will ultimately get their comeuppance.

Cash games are all about long-term results. The goal, therefore, is to make decisions that carry positive equity. In tournaments it’s generally a bad idea to risk all of your chips in situations where you are only a slight favorite—get into two 55-45 “races,” and odds are, you’re going to lose one and find yourself stumbling for the exit. In a cash game, however, as long as you have a big enough bankroll, the statistically favorable play is always the best play. You’ll still face your share of bad luck, but a player who consistently makes quality decisions will survive these short-term fluctuations and, over time, come out ahead. Hopefully far ahead. Very far ahead.

ALOHA, FULL HOUSE!
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THE SITUATION: A loose, drunken nine-handed No Limit cash game on a Friday night at the Palms Casino, Las Vegas.

—— No Limit Hold’em —— 
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POT: $37 TO CALL: $18 POT ODDS: 2.1—1

I love playing pocket pairs in multiway pots. I’m either going to flop a set (or better) and have a chance to win a very big pot, or I’ll miss and escape without doing too much damage to my stack.

The action gets to “Hawaii,” a middle-aged guy wearing a bright floral-print button-up, in Seat 7. That wardrobe should be illegal, and it’s more than moderately distracting. In keeping with the island theme, he’s ordering piña coladas by the bucketful. He raises to $20.

At the moment, the pot isn’t giving me favorable odds.… I’m only getting 2—1 to call, while the odds of my flopping a set or better are around 8—1 against. My implied odds, however, are excellent—if Hawaii turns out to have any kind of hand and I make my set, I’ll have a very good shot of doubling up. I love that he has a grand in front of him.

I call the raise. So do Seats 2 and 5. There is $85 in the pot.

—— The Flop ——
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Mahalo! I suppress the urge to break out and hula dance, though Kool and the Gang’s “Celebration” starts echoing in my subconscious. Now the key is to figure out how to maximize the amount of money I stand to win. Do I bet out, or slowplay?

What would you do?

I begin my decision-making process by creating a mental image of how this hand is likely to play out. Hawaii, the preflop aggressor, seems likely to bet; I’m confident that I’ll be able to separate him from some money. But I’m greedier than that: I want to trap the two players in the middle as well.

If Hawaii were on my immediate left, I’d probably check my hand, allow him to bet and hope that the two players in the middle call, then trap them all with a raise when the action returned to me. With Hawaii last to act, however, I’m going to have to trap the two players in the middle before the action gets to him. I’ll make a small bet here, one that I hope one or two players in the middle can call, and pray that Hawaii can raise.

I bet $20. Seats 2 and 5 both call. Perfect! Hawaii raises to $150. Sucker! The plan worked to perfection! There is $295 in the pot, and it will cost me $w30 to call. As “Hannibal” Smith used to say to the A-Team, “I love it when a plan comes together!” Now, do I just call the bet here, or bring down the hammer with a raise?

What would you do?

I’m inclined to re-raise here for three reasons:

1. Hawaii’s bet is probably large enough to scare off our other two opponents, so there’s not much point in trying to keep them around much longer.

2. If Hawaii has a flush draw, say A♣K♣, he’ll probably be willing to put all of his money into the pot right now. If he doesn’t have a flush draw and another club comes on the turn, he might shut down.

3. If Hawaii is overplaying an overpair, as tourists wearing Hawaiian shirts to a casino are apt to do, say T-T, J-J, or Q-Q, and an overcard or flush card comes on the turn, it will be very difficult to extract all of his chips. If he has an overpair, I think it’s very likely he’ll push all-in against me right away.

I decide to re-raise and give him a chance to jump into molten lava.

I re-raise to $300. Seats 2 and 5 quickly fold. Hawaii doesn’t hesitate: He pushes all-in. Luau time! I move my chips into the middle so fast that I burn skid marks into the felt. My somewhat dazed opponent turns over pocket queens, an overpair to the board. He’s drawing slim to two outs. The turn and river rain harmless clubs, the K♣ and J♣. I scoop the pot with both hands.

“I put you on a flush draw,” Hawaii comments as he slurps the last of his drink and fishes for the cherry.

In retrospect it was a good thing I made my move when I did—the turn probably would have slowed him down. In comparison to the grand I won from the big fish, the extra $40 I won by betting right out seems insignificant. But it’s $40 I wouldn’t have won had I just checked the flop, and it will come in handy when Antonio “Mr. Bottle Service” Esfandiari and I meet up for drinks at the Ghost Bar in a few hours. I’ve been out with that guy about thirty times, and I’ve never left a bar without parting with at least $500. Antonio is a one-man bankroll wrecking machine at and away from the tables.

KEY ANALYSIS

Pocket pairs possess a lot of implied value, especially in multiway pots, where they present you with a chance to win a lot or lose a little. When you are lucky enough to flop a monster hand, take a minute to figure out how the action is likely to play out… and how you can maximize your winnings. Poker isn’t about winning pots: It’s about winning as much money as you possibly can on the hands you decide to play.

A WEIRD DRAW
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THE SITUATION: Midnight in a loose seven-handed No Limit Hold’em game at the Borgata in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

—— NO LIMIT HOLD’EM CASH GAME—— 
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POT: $22 TO CALL: $5 POT ODDS: 4.4—1

Decisions, decisions. Seven-six offsuit isn’t a great hand, but I’m in position with excellent pot odds and no one has shown any kind of strength here. This feels like a “family pot” situation.

What would you do?

If this were the middle or late stages of a tournament, I’d give serious thought to raising here against a group of loose limpers. But in a loose “no fold’em hold’em” game like this, that play never works. The real value in this hand comes from the implied odds and my position—if I can flop a great hand, I will have a chance to win a big pot.

Before I limp in, however, I will consider the players left to act, behind me: Are any of them likely to make the “raise the limpers” play I was just considering? In this case neither player has demonstrated much aggression or skill, so the answer is probably no. If one of them does raise, though, I’m done with this hand.

I call $5 from the button. The small blind tosses in three bucks to complete the blind, and the big blind checks. There are six players and $30 in the pot.

—— THE FLOP—— 
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This is a dangerous flop for me. I perform a bit of quick mental calculus:

 “Dumb” end of a straight draw

+ A very weak flush draw

+ 5 loose opponents
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= A perfect opportunity for me to lose a lot of money

All five players check to me. Should I bet or check? What would you do?

I know, I said this was a dangerous flop. But I can’t just leave that money lying there in the middle with all the weakness on display, can I?

When I flop a draw in position against many opponents and it gets checked around to me, I’ll often just check and take a free look at the turn card. In this situation, however, I really don’t have that much of a draw… or, better said, I have several draws that I might not want to make.

First let’s look at the kinds of hands that my opponents were likely to limp in with: weak aces, medium pocket pairs, suited cards and/or connectors.

A heart will make me a flush, but will give a better flush to anyone who has the T♠ or better. A ten will make me a straight but will make a bigger straight for someone holding Q-J or even J-7. The only card that I’d really like to see is a five that isn’t a heart—that’s three “clean” outs, giving me about a 6% chance of feeling secure about my hand on the turn. There is also a pretty good chance that I’m already drawing dead and someone flopped the flush and decided to slowplay.

If I want this pot, I’m better off taking a stab at it now. Betting between half and three quarters of the pot makes it “incorrect” for anyone to call me with a small flush or straight draw. I’m using the “scare” quotes here because anyone who knew what I actually had would not only likely be correct in calling but would probably race me to get his chips in the middle. Fortunately, poker isn’t played with the hole cards exposed.*

I bet $15, half the pot. Everyone folds except the big blind, who calls. There is $60 in the pot.

That wasn’t a terrible result—only the worst player at the table stands between me and taking this pot. If someone put a gun to my head and forced me to guess at his hand, I’d say that he was holding the A♠ with a weak kicker.

—— THE TURN—— 
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Not a bad card for me. If my opponent thought I had top pair, then he has to think my hand just got a lot better. If, as I suspect is the case, he’s paying less attention to me than he is to his chances of catching a card, well, that probably wasn’t the card he was waiting for.

The big blind checks to me. What would you do?

While I almost definitely do not have the best hand right now, my opponent doesn’t know that. I want him to think that I’m in front, and that the turn card helped me.

How would I play this hand if the 9♦ really had helped me? I’d probably try to take down the pot right here and now with a good-size bet.

I fire the second bullet and bet $40. The big blind calls very quickly. There is $140 in the pot. He has to have some sort of flush draw, probably the nut flush draw.

—— THE RIVER——

[image: Image]

Again, a good card for me… or at least the hand I’m trying to represent. If the big blind was on the nut flush draw or a straight draw of some sort, he just missed.

He checks to me. It’s decision time again. Fire the third bullet and bet, or just give up the hand? What would you do?

This one’s a no-brainer.… It’s incredibly unlikely that my seven-high will win a showdown. Either I trust my read—he’s on a draw and missed—or I concede the pot.

I’m not going to concede the pot. If he’s been slowplaying a monster, I’m about to find out.… I cock the gun, gather my courage, and bet $70. That $70 is exactly the same bet I’d make if I had flopped the flush or turned trip nines. My betting has been consistent throughout the hand. The big blind grumbles something about his bad luck, flashes the A♠, and folds his hand.

“Lucky flop for me,” I say, adding his chips to mine. For future hands I note that this player is a “check-caller” and plays very passively.

KEY ANALYSIS

A scary board can be your greatest ally if you can use it to narrow down the range of hands your opponent(s) might be playing and tell a consistent story with your bets.

MIND GAMES
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THE SITUATION: Friday afternoon, a six-handed cash game on FullTiltPoker.com featuring very aggressive players.

—— NO LIMIT HOLD’EM CASH GAME—— 

[image: Image]

POT: $25 TO CALL: $0

Dennis26 and I have been going round and round. I’ve taken him for about $1,200 in the last ten minutes, and if his chat is any indication, he’s clearly steaming.

This has been an extremely aggressive table, so it comes as a bit of a surprise when I get a free look at the flop from the big blind. I give no thought at all to raising. With him on mega-tilt there is no way I can get him to fold, and I’ll be out of position for the rest of the hand. I’m mildly surprised he didn’t “Auto-Raise” on his button. Maybe, just maybe, he’s trying to set some sort of trap. Then again, maybe he’s just steaming.

I check. There is $25 in the pot.

—— THE FLOP—— 

[image: Image]

This is obviously a great flop for me. Should I bet or check?

What would you do?

There are a couple of ways to play this hand:

1. Bet right out and hope to get raised.

2. Check, hope he tries to use his position and bets, then check-raise (or go for the super-slowplay-check-call play.)

Against a normal, non-tilting opponent I’d probably just bet right out and hope he could call me. Against Dennis26, I feel very confident that I should let him hang himself. I decide to check.

When the board is paired, the chance that someone actually “caught a piece” of the flop is much lower. In these situations the first person to bet at the pot often wins. Dennis26 knows this. As on tilt as he is, there is no way he’ll be able to resist making a bet here.

I check, and Dennis26 quickly bets the pot, $25. With $50 in the pot the action is on me. Calling or check-raising are my two options; folding is clearly not a possibility unless my hand slips off my mouse or my Internet connection fails.

What would you do?

Well, if I check-raise, the hand is likely to be over. Even a supertilter like Dennis26 is unlikely to risk more chips facing a check-raise. It has to be a better idea to continue the ruse, represent a hand like a pair of fives, and just call.

I call. The pot now has $75 in it.

—— THE TURN——

[image: Image]

I formed a plan, and the turn card doesn’t change much. I’m still going to give him a chance to hang himself. Here’s a little more rope, Dennis: I check.

Dennis26 makes it $125, an overbet. There is $200 in the pot. It looks like my little strategy paid off: That overbet is W-E-A-K. I definitely have him. I consider my choices carefully: Drop the hammer with a raise, or continue my slowplay?

What would you do?

I’m going for the maximum—I’m going to give him a chance to tilt-bluff off the rest of his money on the river. I call the $125, bringing the pot to a nice $325.
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