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when i was a girl …

dee dee myers


I always had an answer and I always had an opinion.



sally ride


I never would have guessed, I would be so lucky.



candace bushnell


I saw people the way they really were.

I had no illusions.



ellen degeneres


I dreamed of being happy.



marian wright edelman


I loved life, wanted to do everything and be everything.



wendie malick


I wasn’t sure I wanted to become a woman.
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 stumbling onto our paths

Think back.

How far can you go? Four? Three? Two years old? What do you remember? A toy? A dress? A pet? A day? Close your eyes and imagine your girlhood bedroom. What do you see? What songs did you sing and who sang them to you? What did you believe in? Santa Claus? The Tooth Fairy? Monsters under your bed? 

When did you start to believe in yourself?

It’s been said that memory is the portable little library we all carry with us. In this book, as in life, it’s the details of memory that count, details that, when added up, amount to something women share. It’s clear that many of the most powerful connections among women are rarely documented in history books. Emotional ties connect women. They are the ties that bind us, move us—and often make us double over with laughter. Call them the connections of the heart. This book is about those connections. 

Here’s how it happened. Rolfe Tessem (partner in business and in life) and I own Lucky Duck Productions. We produce television shows. In 2002 Marty von Ruden, executive vice president and general manager, and Jeff Eisenberg, vice president and executive in charge of production for WE: Women’s Entertainment, asked us to collaborate on a television special. Because the “motto” of WE is “The Space We Share,” we thought it would be good to celebrate something all women share on a personal level. 

But what, exactly?

We weren’t all the same race or religion—or age. We didn’t all share the same politics or professions. We weren’t all mothers. We weren’t all married. Or single. We didn’t all love the same kinds of men (or women) or go to the same kinds of movies or laugh at the same things. We didn’t all look alike or dream alike. Apart from the perfectly obvious physical attributes of gender, what was it that all women shared? 

We tried imagining a dinner party. If you could invite the most remarkable and diverse group of women to a dinner party—women who had followed different paths, and had succeeded in the arts, politics, literature, sports, science, business, activism—what was the one thing they would have in common? The answer proved to be, as answers often are, monumentally simple. That is, once we thought of it. 

At one time or another all those women—indeed, all women—were little girls.

And so we put together a television special about defining moments in girls’ lives. It included personal stories from some of the country’s most recognized and distinguished women, stories that were individual and unique, but when told, spoke to, and collectively demonstrated, the shared experience of all girls. 

That television special was called … When I Was a Girl.”

We knew we were on to something when two things happened almost immediately. One, the women featured in the show told us how much they enjoyed the experience (said Candice Bergen, after telling us the story of an elaborate funeral her family held for a beloved pet turtle, “I’ve never been asked questions like these”). Two, when we showed the program to groups of women, at the end of it, they began talking, not about the program, but about their own experiences as girls. 

And so When I Was a Girl became a series. 

The series regularly catapults women back to an era, a milestone—a moment when they learned something about themselves. Of course not all memories were funny or funereal (not everybody’s pet turtle got a five-star send-off)—but they were all telling.

Ann Curry, news anchor for The Today Show, said the thing she most treasured from her childhood was the dictionary her father gave her when she was twelve. She said he told her, “These words will open the world for you.” 

“And,” said Ann, “they did.”

Novelist Anna Quindlen said she wanted to speak up for nuns, because four nuns changed her life: her favorite nun; the nun who hated her; the nun who expelled her; and Sister Rita, the nun who led her to become a writer. 

Opera singer Denyce Graves spoke of how a fluke in the weather gave her something to believe in, and a confidence she didn’t have before that. “I remember the kids on the other side of the street thought they were better than us. And then one day it rained. But it only rained on their side of the street. I thought that was magic.” 

I guess it is rather like being invited to a wonderful dinner party with some of the world’s most interesting women. Or little girls, as it were. 

So sit down. Open the book. Join the party.

Think back. How far can you go …?

One last note before you begin: Speaking for Lucky Duck Productions and WE, I want to say that this series has become a source of great pride, not to mention pleasure. It allows us to continue learning about the infinite variety of women’s experiences—and what that means to all of us (yes, men too). And it really could not have been accomplished without the dedication, talent, and hard work of many people, including Rolfe, Marty, and Jeff (guys so smart they might have been women), but most especially that of Katherine Drew, vice president of development for Lucky Duck Productions, an uncommonly fine and creative woman I’d love to have known when she was a girl.

—linda ellerbee
 may, 2003

when i was a girl …

rita moreno


I was a tiny little person with very curly hair, big dark eyes, and little matchstick legs. I was, in every sense of the word, a Latina. I whipped, I laughed, and It was always dramatic. I was loud, I was raucous, I was rowdy, and I cried. I’m a crier.



ann curry


I was physically strong, big-boned, athletic, jumping off of furniture, confident, curious, and ready to tackle the world.



michelle rodriguez


I always wanted to get into things, talk to strangers, and wander away from my mother in the supermarket.





participants


GILLIAN ANDERSON

Golden Globe, Emmy Award and Screen Actors Guild Award winner, Gillian Anderson found fame as Agent Dana Scully in the long-running television series The X-Files. Her film credits include The X-Files (1998) and Edith Wharton’s The House of Mirth (2000). She most recently appeared onstage starring in Michael Weller’s play, What the Night Is For.

INDIA.ARIE

R&B singer India.Arie is a founding member of the Atlanta-based artists’ collective Groovement/Earthseed. The group’s first independently released CD led to Arie’s inclusion in Lilith Fair (1998) and helped launch her music career. In 2000 Motown released her debut album, Acoustic Soul, which was followed up with Voyage to India (2002). In 2002 she was nominated for a Grammy Award.

CANDICE BERGEN

Candice Bergen’s career has spanned from high fashion model to star of her own television sitcom. Playing the title character in the sitcom Murphy Brown for ten years earned her five Emmy awards and sparked public debates throughout the country. Most recently she costarred in a remake of the film The In-laws (2003). 

SANDRA BERNHARD

Sandra Bernhard, comedian, actress, vocalist, and writer, has starred on stage, in film, and on television. Both her one-woman shows, Without You I’m Nothing (off-Broadway/1988, as a film/1990) and I’m Still Here … Damn It! (Broadway and as a film/1998), received critical and audience acclaim. She has appeared in several films including The King of Comedy (1983) and Truth or Dare (1990), had a recurring role on the sitcom Roseanne (1991-97), and has been featured as a guest star on Will and Grace and Ally McBeal. In 2003 she returned to television with her own talk show, The Sandra Bernhard Experience.

ELLEN BURSTYN

Award-winning actress Ellen Burstyn has appeared in numerous films, her own television program, and on stages throughout the world. Her performance in Alice Doesn’t Live Here Anymore (1974) earned her an Academy Award, and she won a Tony for the Broadway production of Same Time, Next Year (1975). She served as president of the Actors’ Equity Association from 1982 to 1985, as coartistic director of the Actors Studio from 1982 to 1988, and in 2000 became the organization’s president. 

CANDACE BUSHNELL

Candace Bushnell is best known for her novels Sex and the City and Four Blondes. She has been a contributing writer and producer on the hit series Sex and the City, based on her novel. In addition she has written columns for the New York Observer and is a contributing editor for Vogue. Bushnell’s newest novel, Trading Up, is due to be released this year. 

JOAN CHEN

Actor, director, and producer Joan Chen made her film debut at the age of fourteen in Xie Jin’s Youth. Three years later she starred in the film Little Flower, a role that garnered her a Best Actress Prize at the Hundred Flowers Awards. She made her American film debut in Dim Sum: A Little Bit of Heart and has since appeared in many films, including The Last Emperor and Heaven and Earth. Chen made her directorial debut with Xiu Xiu: The Sent-Down Girl (1998), and in 1999 directed the film Autumn in New York.

ANN CURRY

Ann Curry began her career in television news as a reporter and anchor before becoming an NBC correspondent and anchor of the network’s early morning program, News at Sunrise. Her current position as news anchor for The Today Show and correspondent for Dateline NBC has earned her several awards and recognitions. A four-time winner of the Golden Mike Award, Ann Curry has received Associated Press Certificates of Excellence, an NAACP Award for Excellence in Reporting, and an Emmy Award. 

ELLEN DEGENERES

In 1994 standup comedian Ellen DeGeneres starred and executive-produced the television series Ellen. In April 1997 the character DeGeneres played became the first to openly acknowledge her homosexuality on television. She has appeared in many films, including The Love Letter and Ed TV (both 1999). She also starred in HBO’s If These Walls Could Talk 2 (2000). Her latest endeavor is a television talk show launching in 2003. 

ILLEANA DOUGLAS

Actress Illeana Douglas made her film debut in the 1987 comedy Hello Again and has since appeared in many feature films, among them GoodFellas (1990), Cape Fear (1991), Household Saints (1993), Quiz Show (1994), Grace of My Heart (1996), Ghost World (2000), and The Kiss (2003). She guest-starred on the television shows Law and Order: Special Victims Unit and Six Feet Under.

MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN

Advocate and author Marian Wright Edelman served as the legal defense fund attorney for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People from 1963 to 1968. She founded the Washington Public Policy Research Center as well as the Children’s Defense Fund. Her achievements have earned her the Albert Schweitzer Humanitarian Prize, Heinz Award, and MacArthur Foundation Prize Fellowship, and in 2000 she received the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the Robert F. Kennedy Lifetime Achievement Award. 

MELISSA ETHERIDGE

Singer/songwriter Melissa Etheridge has sold more than twenty-five million albums worldwide, and earned two Grammy awards and ASCAP’s Songwriter of the Year Award with the help of such hit singles as “I’m the Only One,” “I Want to Come Over,” and “Come to My Window.” In 2000 she opened the Democratic Convention, and in 2002 organized and performed at the Human Rights Campaign’s “Equality Rocks.”

CHRIS EVERT

Tennis champion Chris Evert has won three Wimbledon championships, seven French singles championships, six U.S. Open titles, and the Australian Open twice. She is the founder of Evert Academy and appears as a frequent commentator on professional tennis broadcasts.

EDIE FALCO

Best known as Carmela Soprano on HBO’s The Sopranos, actress Edie Falco earned an Emmy, Golden Globe, and Screen Actors Guild Award for her portrayal of the mafia wife. Her credits also include appearances on HBO’s Oz, and the films Unbelievable Truth (1989), Trust (1991), Judy Berlin (2000), and Random Hearts (2000). Recently she returned to the stage, starring in Broadway’s Frankie and Johnny in the Clair de Lune.

FIONNULA FLANAGAN

Award-winning actress Fionnula Flanagan has starred on stage and in films. Her credits include the theatrical productions Ulysses in Nighttown and James Joyce’s Women (1977), for which she won Critics Circle Awards in Los Angeles and San Francisco. Flanagan also received an Emmy for her work in the television miniseries Rich Man, Poor Man. She most recently appeared in the films Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood (2002), The Others (2001), With or Without You (1999), and Waking Ned Devine (1998). 

TERI GARR

Actress Teri Garr began her career as a dancer in the Elvis Presley films Fun in Acapulco (1963) and Viva Las Vegas (1964). Her acting career led her to comedic roles in the films Young Frankenstein (1974), Oh, God! (1977), and Mr. Mom (1983). Garr’s portrayal of Dustin Hoffman’s girlfriend in the hit comedy Tootsie (1981) earned her an Academy Award nomination. Garr has guest-starred on television programs such as Friends and Felicity.

SUE GRAFTON

International bestselling author Sue Grafton began the popular mystery series featuring private detective Kinsey Millhone in 1982 with A Is for Alibi (1982). She has since made her way through the alphabet, with titles such as C Is for Corpse (1986), M Is for Malice (1996), P Is for Peril (2001), and the latest, Q Is for Quarry (2003). 

DENYCE GRAVES

Mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves made her debut at the Metropolitan Opera in the title role of Carmen in the 1995-96 season. A noted recitalist with a broad repertoire, she has released over a dozen CDs and performed at opera houses all over the world. She recently appeared in a new production of Samson et Dalila, opposite Placido Domingo, at the Metropolitan Opera. 

MELANIE GRIFFITH

Melanie Griffith’s film credits include Night Moves (1975), Body Double (1984), Something Wild (1986), and The Milagro Beanfield War (1988). She is perhaps most famous for playing Tess McGill in Working Girl (1988), a role that won her an Academy Award nomination. She will hit Broadway in 2003 as Roxy Hart in the musical, Chicago.

CHERRY JONES

Cherry Jones, a founding member of the American Repertory Theatre in Cambridge, Massachusetts, spent much of her early career acting on stage. She has starred in such Broadway productions as Angels in America, The Night of the Iguana, Our Country’s Good, and A Moon for the Misbegotten. Her performance in the 1995 production of The Heiress earned her the prestigious Tony Award. Jones has also appeared in the films A League of Their Own (1992), The Horse Whisperer (1998), Erin Brockovich (2000), The Perfect Storm (2000), and Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood (2002). 

JANE KACZMAREK

Actress Jane Kaczmarek has appeared on stage and in film. She currently stars in Fox television’s Malcolm in the Middle as the mother of four children. Her feature film credits include Pleasantville and The Chamber, and she also appeared on Broadway in Neil Simon’s Lost in Yonkers.

ALEX KINGSTON

Best known as Dr. Elizabeth Corday on the television series ER, Alex Kingston spent much of her early career onstage as a member of England’s Royal Shakespeare Company. Her feature-film credits include Croupier (1998), Carrington (1995), and The Cook, The Thief, His Wife and Her Lover (1989).

GLADYS KNIGHT

Gladys Knight was eight years old when, along with family members, she formed the group the Pips, later known as Gladys Knight and the Pips. Their first hit was “I Heard It Through the Grapevine” (1967) and they won their first Grammy for “Neither One of Us Wants to Be the First to Say Goodbye” in 1973. The group went on to amass a series of gold records and Grammy awards and was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1996. Gladys Knight published her autobiography, Between Each Line of Pain and Glory: My Life Story, in 1997. 

LISA LESLIE

Lisa Leslie, the Los Angeles Sparks center, became the first player in the history of the WNBA to win the regular season MVP, the All-Star Game MVP, and the play-off MVP in the same season. She is the recipient of two Olympic gold medals in basketball, and in June 2002 she became the first woman in the professional league to do a one-handed slam dunk in a game. 

LISA LING

Lisa Ling began her television career at age sixteen as one of the hosts of Scratch, a Sacramento-based nationally syndicated teen magazine show. She continued her career at Channel One, a network broadcast in schools across the country, and eventually became a senior war correspondent at the network. In 1999 she joined the cast of ABC’s The View and in 2003 left the talk show to become the host of MSNBC’s National Geographic Explorer.

SUSAN LUCCI

Best known as Erica Kane on the daytime soap opera All My Children, Susan Lucci has portrayed the villainess since 1970. She was nominated for eighteen daytime Emmy awards as Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama Series and finally took home the statue in an emotional 1999 telecast. In addition to her Emmy, she is the recipient of an American Academy of Achievement Award, a People’s Choice Award, and a Soap Opera Digest Award. She has starred in many made-for-television movies, and played Annie Oakley in the Broadway musical Annie Get Your Gun.

WENDIE MALICK

Actress Wendie Malick has starred in two long-running comedy series, HBO’s Dream On and NBC’s Just Shoot Me, and has received two Emmy nominations for her work. She has also appeared in numerous films and movies for television, and was the voice of ChiCha in Disney’s animated feature The Emperor’s New Groove (2001). 

JO DEE MESSINA

A multiplatinum country singer, Jo Dee Messina has received the Country Music Association’s prestigious Horizon Award recognizing career growth, the Academy of Country Music’s Top New Female Vocalist Award, and the Boston Music Awards’ Artist of the Year. Her last new album was Burn, and her Greatest Hits album was released in spring 2003.

OEBPS/images/img01_1-11.png





OEBPS/images/img01_1-5.png





OEBPS/images/img01_1-4.png





OEBPS/images/img01_1-9.png





OEBPS/images/img01_1-6.png
girls
inc.

o be strong,
smart, and bolg





OEBPS/images/img01_1-15.png





OEBPS/images/img01_1-13.png





OEBPS/images/img01_1-3.png
when i was a girl
Mairen et ey





OEBPS/images/img01_1-16.png






OEBPS/images/9781439104705.png
when i was a girl

® 6 9

d O
&









