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Introduction

This is the first edition of the Gun Trader’s Guide to Handguns, or GTG Handguns for short. In the same tradition of other Gun Trader’s Guide books, GTG Handguns gives handgun collectors a complete reference for identifying and determining the value of modern cartridge handguns produced from the late nineteenth century through the early twenty-first century.

SPECS AND PHOTOS

Included in this volume are specifications and illustrations or photographs for thousands of handguns. The format is simple and easy to use. All handguns are listed in alphabetical order by manufacturer or importer name, and the models are also in alpha-numeric order so the reader can locate a specific model fast. The index also makes it easy to find a specific model from a manufacturer. In some cases, where gun manufacturers have both revolver and pistol models, those models are also divided into revolver and pistol sections under that manufacturer. Each entry includes:

• Manufacturer

• Model Name

• Model Number

• Model Specifications

• Distinguishing Features

• Variations of Different Models

• Grades

• Dates of Manufacture

• Date of Discontinuation (if applicable)

• Current Value (by condition)

• Photos or Illustrations

Inside the full-color section is detailed information on several rare and common handguns. Also included in GTG Handguns is a chapter on firearm grading, using an example of a Second Generation Colt Single Action Army (SAA) revolver.

We have included specific chapters on highly collectable handguns like M1911 and M1911A1 pistols, Walther P.38s, Lugers, Ruger Blackhawks, Colt Pythons, Smith & Wesson Model 29s, and more. GTG Handguns also features a chapter on handgun provenance, which looks in detail at one of Elmer Keith’s personal revolvers, Old No. 5, also known as the “last word” in SAA revolvers. Keith was a single-action aficionado, and Old No. 5 maybe be the most famous Colt SAA ever customized. We also look into a Colt Model 1902 purportedly owned by Bonnie Parker of Bonnie and Clyde infamy. Bob Rayburn provided his expertise and collecting knowledge of the Colt Woodsman pistol, one of the most collectable American-made rimfire pistols ever designed. An appendix offers tips on buying and selling through online auctions, what to expect at gun shows, the AFT definition of curios and relics, and handgun collector organizations.

ACCURATE HANDGUN VALUES

We have made every effort to ensure the information on all handguns is current and up to date. Not every handgun ever manufactured can be listed in any reference book of this size, but we have made every effort to include the makes and models that are most popular with owners and collectors and manufactured from the turn of the twentieth century to present. (Note: GTG Handguns does not include antique or recently manufactured blackpowder firearms.) Values shown are based on national averages obtained by conferring with knowledgeable gun dealers, traders, collectors, and auctioneers around the country, and the values listed accurately reflect the nationwide average at the time of publication. Keep in mind that the stated values are averages based on a wide spectrum of variables. No price given in any such reference book should be considered the “one and only” value for a particular handgun. Value is ultimately determined by the buyer and seller.

In the case of rare items, such as an M1911A1 manufactured by Singer Manufacturing Co. during World War II, wherein only five hundred pistols were manufactured and very little trading of those in existence takes place, active gun collectors were consulted to obtain current market values. Also note that in researching data, some manufacturers’ records were unavailable and sometimes completely unobtainable; some early firearms manufacturers’ production records have been destroyed in fires, lost, or even simply not accurately maintained. These circumstances resulted in some minor deviations in the presentation format of certain model listings. For example, production dates may not be listed when manufacturing records are unclear or unavailable. As an alternative, then, approximate dates of manufacture may be listed to reflect the availability of guns from a manufacturer or distributor. These figures may represent disposition dates indicating when that particular model was shipped to a distributor or importer.

To ensure GTG Handguns has the most accurate information available, we encourage and solicit users to contact the research staff at Skyhorse Publishing.
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How to Use GTG Handguns

The number one question asked by most owners, collectors, hunters, competition shooters, or those who have inherited a handgun is: What is it worth? To know what a handgun is worth, one must start by knowing what it is. The first questions one should ask are: Who is the manufacturer? Is it a pistol, revolver, or derringer? Model? Caliber? Barrel length? Finish? Are there any distinguishing markings, other than model number or name? Another question that could mean the difference between a junker, shooter, and a valuable firearm is: Who owned it? Some famous people who have owned handguns, for good or bad, give the handgun provenance. A WWII-era Colt 1911A1 owned by a famous general will fetch much more than a Colt 1911A1 brought home by a regular GI. Know what it is to know what it is worth.

The price of handguns can fluctuate, with the value of some models, such as Colt Single Action Army revolvers, Lugers, and certain Smith & Wesson double-action revolvers, steadily increasing in value as time passes. Like they say, “They don’t make them like they used to anymore.” Other handguns typically keep their value depending on the brand, but prices are subject to the current popularity of certain models.

This is where GTG Handguns can be an invaluable resource to identifying models, model specifications, and dates a model was produced or imported in the United States. Included are numerous photographs and illustrations to help in identifying a model. The images in GTG Handguns are carefully chosen to provide a representative image of a model, while the text helps to narrow down the model to a specific variant. As they say, a photo is worth a thousand words. Both images and illustrations are extremely helpful when trying to identify a specific model handgun, because to the untrained eye one Ruger Blackhawk looks like all Ruger Blackhawks. Not to the experienced eye, however; see the chapter on Ruger Blackhawks (see page 49) to learn more about original “three-screw” models.

[image: image]

This Luger is graded “NiB” (New in Box) and at first might seem extremely valuable, but it is from neither WWI nor WWII, nor was it even manufactured during those eras. This example was imported by Interarms. It is a Swiss-style Mauser Eagle Luger that was manufactured by Mauser in the 1970s and worth about $1,400. A Luger in less than pristine condition but manufactured in the early twentieth century for commercial or military sale may be more valuable. Image courtesy Bishop’s Fine Guns

POPULARITY

Some handguns are always going to be popular and in demand. I would hazard to guess that Luger semi-automatic pistols and Colt SAA revolvers are two of the most coveted and collected handguns. When collecting, trading, buying, and selling any of these handguns, be careful. There are some people willing to sell you a fake and take advantage of your naive nature. Listen to your gut, and if you want more information, ask for a second opinion by contacting an auction house or a dealer with an excellent reputation. Some unscrupulous people have artificially aged, changed markings, changed barrel lengths, and done other despicable things to forge a common handgun into one that looks rare and valuable. Be aware and cautious when dollar amounts are high.

[image: image]

Since 1949, the Ruger .22 LR semi-automatic pistol, first as the Standard and then the MK I, has been extremely popular with shooters. The MK IV is the current evolution of the pistol. In the some 67-plus years the pistols have been produced, there have been many variants, with some more valuable than others. The most valuable model is the Standard Model in its original “salt cod” box, that variant built between 1949 and 1952. The “salt cod” box was a wooden box used to ship the Standard Model contained in a red, two-piece cardboard box. Values can range from $3,760 to $3,800 in 100 percent condition. Image courtesy of Rock Island Auctions

The media—TV, movies, books, magazines, video games—can all influence the popularity and, hence, the value of a handgun. The S&W Model 29 .44 Magnum may not have the following it has if it were not for the Dirty Harry movie franchise. Personally, I like Colt Pythons, and ever since the TV series The Walking Dead has aired, I have seen the price of Colt Pythons increase.

NOT SO NEW

Those who have to have the latest and greatest handgun may at times trade in or want to sell a near-new gun as the novelty of newness wears off. This is a good opportunity to own a slightly used gun at a fraction of the new cost. Yes, slightly used, but near new and not even close to the manufacturer’s suggested retail price. The frugal Yankee in me likes slightly used guns a lot.

WHAT’S IT WORTH?

Many times, instead of a buyer or seller searching for a specific handgun, one unexpectedly lands in their lap. A relative or a neighbor may have passed away and the surviving spouse wants to get rid of the guns in the house. Or a friend or acquaintance may need to weed out their collection and make room in their safe for other guns. Such opportunities are unexpected and quick decisions need to be made. The task is to determine the value. Do not assume that the newly acquired firearm is worth a bucket-load of money, but then again don’t instantly think you should surrender the firearm to the local police station for a minor reward in a so-called “buy-back” program. In 2012, a woman in Connecticut dropped off a firearm at a gun buy-back program organized by local police. The firearm was a rare a StG 44 or Sturmgewehr 44 rifle developed in Nazi Germany during World War II and issued to SS troops. The value of the rifle ranged from $30,000 to $40,000. Any collector or museum would have been humbled to have such a specimen in their collection. Fortunately, the police politely declined the rifle, told the woman she had a valuable piece of history, and returned it to her.

Other things to consider: If a handgun is with its original box, it will be worth more. Also, remember that aftermarket grips and nonprofessional customizations may enhance the look or usability of a handgun, but since the handgun will not be in original factory condition, it will usually be worth less. Handguns modified by well-known gunsmiths, however, are a different situation. Some 1911 pistols customized by Armand Swenson, Pachmayr Gun Works, and Jim Hoag will bring top dollar. For example, some Pachmayr 1911 pistols are very rare and exceptionally well built. Many of these custom guns were used extensively in competition and are well worn.
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Second Generation Colt Single Action Army

According to R. L. Wilson in his book Colt: An American Legend, the very first production Single Action Army, serial No. 1, was thought lost, before being found in a barn in Nashua, New Hampshire, in the early 1900s. The value of that first Colt revolver would be set according to who had the deepest pockets and the greatest desire to own the first Colt Single Action Army (SAA) revolver ever built. I would hazard to guess it would be in the millions of dollars range.

Reality check: Don’t get your hopes up for such a find. Yes, there are gems waiting to be discovered in old barns, behind plastered walls, and in safe deposit boxes and attics. Or those finds of a lifetime could be lost in the back of a gun safe for thirty-some years.

THE RESEARCH BEGINS

Let’s say you are the executor to your Aunt Phyllis’s estate. You are cleaning out her attic of nearly a lifetime’s accumulation of things when you come across an old tin cookie box. You open it and find an oily rag wrapped around something heavy. Carefully removing the dirty cloth like a burial shroud, you find a revolver. It looks like a revolver used by cowboys in the Old West. You have seen them countless times in TV westerns and movies, but before your mind starts racing and thinking this was the gun of Billy the Kid or Pat Garrett, take a breath and let’s walk through the steps to identify and determine the value of this revolver to see whether we have a valuable piece of treasure with historic significance or a not-so-valuable piece that Aunt Phyllis kept hidden in the attic for reasons only she understood.

The first step in identifying Aunt Phyllis’s revolver is to determine if the handgun is loaded. Once it is rendered safe, the first question you should ask yourself about this mysterious revolver in your hand is, is it a real honest-to-goodness Colt Model P? Also, think logically. If the revolver was used and owned by a famous outlaw or lawman in the late 1800s, then the gun should look well used. Most likely it would also be documented in biographies and other sources. If it looks too new for its age, then be suspect. Either this is a real Colt, or it has been refinished, or it is a replica made in Europe. Refinishing an older firearm typically strips the value from the gun, though it does make it look more appealing. Again, if it looks too new or too clean, then something could be amiss.

Carefully review the markings on the revolver. Take pictures of the markings with your cellphone or camera so you can refer back to them. When writing the markings down, you may inadvertently capitalize or use different punctuation, so it is best to take a photo. On our example revolver, we find markings on the left side of the barrel.

With this general information, we have determined the revolver is a Colt SAA chambered in .38 Special. Using a measuring tape, we also determine the barrel is 5½ inches in length. The finish is blued on the barrel, cylinder, grip frame, trigger guard, and trigger. The frame and the loading gate are case-hardened. The sides of the hammer are polished. The grips or stocks are hard rubber checkered with the Rampant Colt logo on the left and right panels.

[image: image]

Inspector marks appear on the front side of trigger guard.

[image: image]

The serial number is located on the frame near the front edge of the trigger guard. Second Generation Single Action Army revolvers can primarily be identified by the “SA” suffix on the serial number.

[image: image]

Note the markings on the revolver’s barrel.

[image: image]

On the left side of the frame we find Colt’s two-date/two-line patent markings.

[image: image]

This looks like a Colt Single Action Army manufactured in the twentieth century, since it still retains much of its finish.

[image: image]

The grips are made of hard rubber, are checkered, and include the Rampant Colt logo, all indicating an early Second Generation model.

The next step is to look up the serial number, which indicates the revolver is indeed a Second Generation Colt SAA, one manufactured in 1957. Serial number ranges for the Colt SAA model are included in this edition of GTG Handguns. The Colt website (colt.com) also has a database of Colt serial numbers. Just type in the serial number and what information Colt has on the firearm will show up in the search. Colt also provides archive letter services to authenticate its firearms. There is a fee to obtain this letter. For First Generation Single Action Army revolvers, the fee is $150, while the fee for all other Colt models is $100. Such letters can be a good investment, since they verify a firearm as being built and shipped from the Colt factory. It will also indicate the finish, type of grips, and engraving with which the firearm was shipped from the factory. Remember that modifications done to a firearm not performed at the factory can lessen the value of the firearm.








	
First Generation (1873–1940)





	Year Mfg.
	Serial Number Range



	1873
	1–200



	1874
	201–15000



	1875
	15001–22000



	1876
	22001–33000



	1877
	33001–41000



	1878
	41001–49000



	1879
	49001–53000



	1880
	53001–62000



	1881
	62001–73000



	1882
	73001–85000



	1883
	85001–102000



	1884
	102001–114000



	1885
	114001–117000



	1886
	117001–119000



	1887
	119001–125000



	1888
	125001–128000



	1889
	128001–130000



	1890
	130001–136000



	1891
	136001–144000



	1892
	144001–149000



	1893
	149001–154000



	1894
	154001–159000



	1895
	159001–163000



	1896
	163001–168000



	1897
	168001–175000



	1898
	175001–182000



	1899
	182001–192000



	1900
	192001–203000



	1901
	203001–220000



	1902
	220001–238000



	1903
	238001–250000



	1904
	250001–261000



	1905
	261001–273000



	1906
	273001–288000



	1907
	288001–304000



	1908
	304001–308000



	1909
	308001–312000



	1910
	312001–316000



	1911
	316001–321000



	1912
	321001–325000



	1913
	325001–328000



	1914
	328001–329500



	1915
	329501–332000



	1916
	332001–335000



	1917
	335001–337000



	1918
	337201–338000



	1920
	338001–341000



	1921
	341001–343000



	1922
	343001–344500



	1923
	344501–346400



	1924
	346401–347300



	1925
	347301–348200



	1926
	348201–349800



	1927
	349801–351300



	1928
	351301–352400



	1929
	352401–353800



	1930
	353801–354100



	1931
	354101–354500



	1932
	354501–354800



	1933
	354801–355000



	1934
	355001–355200



	1935
	355201–355300



	1936
	355301–355400



	1937
	355401–356100



	1938
	356101–356600



	1939
	356601–357000



	1940
	357001–357859












	
Second Generation (1956–1975)





	Year Mfg.
	Serial Number Range



	1956*
	0001SA–8800SA



	1957
	8801SA–18500SA



	1958
	18501SA–23400SA



	1959
	23401SA–28500SA



	1960
	28501SA–33600SA



	1961
	33601SA–35650SA



	1962
	35651SA–37300SA



	1963
	37301SA–38500SA



	1964
	38501SA–40000SA



	1965
	40001SA–41500SA



	1966
	41501SA–43800SA



	1967
	43801SA–46300SA



	1968
	46301SA–49000SA



	1969
	49001SA–52600SA



	1970
	52601SA–59400SA



	1971
	59401SA–61700SA



	1972
	61701SA–64400SA



	1973
	64401SA–69400SA



	1975
	70501SA–73319SA





*"SA" serial number suffix was added when Second Generation revolver began production.








	
Third Generation (1976–Present)





	Year Mfg.
	Serial Number Range



	1976
	80000SA–81999SA



	1977
	82000SA–90499SA



	1978
	90500SA–99999SA -SA01001



	1979
	SA13000–SA30249



	1980
	SA30250–SA46899



	1981
	SA46900–SA58627



	1982
	SA58628–SA65255



	1983
	SA65256–SA66495



	1984
	SA66496–SA70499



	1985
	SA70500



	1986
	Not Available



	1987
	SA70813



	1988
	SA71464–SA72269 SA90136–SA94433



	1989
	SA94434



	1990
	Not Available



	1991
	SA94673–SA96587



	1992
	SA96588–SA99878



	1993
	SA99879–SA99999



	1994*
	S07006A–S10122A



	1995
	S10123A–S12559A



	1996
	S12560A–S15885A



	1997
	S15886A–S21568A



	1998
	S21569A–S26456A



	1999
	S26457A–S29099A



	2000
	S29100A–S31499A



	2001
	S31500A–S33399A



	2002
	S33400A–S33999A



	2003
	S34000A–S34499A



	2004
	S34500A–S37999A



	2005
	S38000A–S41299A



	2006**
	S41300A–S42899A



	2007**
	S42900A and S53000A



	2008**
	S48100A and S57300A



	2009**
	S48300A and S57300A



	2010**
	S49000A and S64000A



	2011**
	S48000A and S65000A



	2012
	S66200A–S68899A



	2013
	S68900A–S71599A



	2014
	S71600A–S74299A



	2015
	S74300A–





*Serial number SA suffix dropped and SA changed to "SxxxxxA".

**Serial numbers out of sequence

We find our example is actually an early Second Generation model, which makes it more valuable than a mid- or late-model Second Generation variants and all Third Generation Colt SAA revolvers of the same model type. First Generation SAA revolvers are the most valuable to collectors. If the serial number search had determined this was a First Generation Colt, it would be appropriate to secure a factory letter.

Doing some further data checking in the handgun values section in GTG Handguns, we determine the following:

•   Colt SAA Second Generation revolvers were made in four calibers: .45 Long Colt, .44 Special, .38 Special, and .357 Magnum, and these calibers presented in this order indicates the value from most valuable to least valuable.

•   Barrel lengths available were: 3-inch (Sheriff’s model), 4¾-inch, 5½-inch, 7½-inch, and 12-inch (Buntline model). The 3- and 12-inch barrel models are less common. Standard and more common barrel lengths were 4¾-, 5½-, and 7½-inch models. Models with a 4¾-inch barrel typically bring about 10 to 15 percent higher values than other standard barrel lengths.

•   Finish choices were all blue, blue and case-hardened, or nickel. Nickel finish typically adds about 20 percent to the value of the revolver.

•   The original box is not with this example, but early Second Generation models came in a black box. Having the original box would increase the value of the revolver by 30 percent. Mid- and late-model Second Generation Colt SAAs had what is referred to as the “stagecoach box.” The box top was red and white with an illustration of a stagecoach. The interior of the box was also red and white and die cut to hold the revolver.

The next step is to grade the Colt based on its condition. We can see that this revolver has had some use, and was also somewhat cared for. The muzzle shows signs of being holstered, as the bluing is worn. The cylinder has a ring around it from the cylinder rotating and dragging against the bolt. The back strap has a patina from being handled and not maintained after use, and the grips, too, show use, as the checkering near the backstrap is worn. It is important to note that the wear of the revolver is consistent.

Overall, Aunt Phyllis’s revolver would rate about 60 percent to 80 percent, or GOOD condition, using the NRA Firearm Grading Guide in GTG Handguns. Going back to the Second Generation Colt SAA section in GTG Handguns, we can then look at the GOOD (Gd) column and determine the value of this Colt SAA about $1,500 to $1,900.

[image: image]

The rub marks from the cylinder rotating on the bolt indicate the revolver was used. This decreases the total collector value of the revolver and makes this more of a collectable shooter.

[image: image]

The ejector rod housing also shows signs of worn bluing, no doubt from holster wear.

[image: image]

The markings on the barrel are on one line. Note the worn bluing on the muzzle, another indication this revolver was used.

[image: image]

The backstrap has a patina, indicating the gun was used and not cared for or stored properly.

[image: image]

The right stock or grip panel shows use, as the checkering is not sharp and crisp. Worn metal paired with sharply checkered grips can indicate that the original grips were replaced, which would lessen the value of the firearm.

[image: image]

The frothy case color still shows on the frame. The more original the finish on the revolver, the more valuable it will be.






Collecting the Colt Woodsman

By Bob Rayburn

The Colt Woodsman was designed by John Moses Browning in 1912 and went into production in 1915 as the Colt 22 Target Model. It was the first successful magazine-fed .22 LR pistol.

In the very first owner’s brochure for the new pistol, the manufacturer confidently declared:

This is the only automatic pistol now made to handle the standard caliber .22 Long Rifle cartridges, and will prove (emphasis added) most popular with shooters, sportsmen, trappers, and others desiring a high-grade pistol adapted for this economical and easily obtained ammunition.

Those words were prophetic, as the Colt 22 Target Model evolved into the Colt Woodsman and then the various models that evolved from that. In the next sixty-two years, literally hundreds of thousands would be manufactured and sold all over the world.

[image: image]

Announcing the new Colt! This is a copy of the first advertisement for the new Colt .22 LR rimfire pistol, which was originally called the Colt Automatic Target Pistol. This is known as a Pre-Woodsman model.

This chapter describes the major variations in all models of the Colt Woodsman line, from the beginning in 1915 until production ceased in 1977. There are many more variations of interest to advanced collectors, but those details are far too numerous to include in this space.

SERIES AND MODELS

There are three series of Woodsman pistols, corresponding to three basic frame designs. First Series refers to all those built on the first S frame as it existed prior to and during World War II. The second frame design was used from late 1947 until mid-1955, and the third S frame design was used from 1955 to to the end of regular production in 1977.

Each series had a Sport Model with a 4½-inch round barrel, a Target Model with a 6- or 6 ⅝-inch round barrel, and a Match Target Model with a heavy, flat-sided barrel. The very similar Challenger, Huntsman, and Targetsman were economy models based on the Woodsman design and made only during the post-WWII years.

For the First Series Match Target Model, the barrel was 6 ⅝ inches in length, while in the post-war versions it was either 4½ or 6 inches. Wherever barrel length is mentioned, it is measured from breech to muzzle, i.e., from where the bullet goes in to where it comes out.

FIRST SERIES (1915–1947)

The First Series Woodsman can be easily recognized by its distinctive profile, which resembles the Luger in its rakish grip angle. The serial number also provides a sure means of identification, since only the First Series lacked an alphabetical suffix.

The Woodsman name was added in 1927, and collectors today generally refer to the earlier guns as Pre-Woodsman. Pistols produced prior to 1931 were manufactured for use with standard velocity ammunition only. Between the introduction of the Woodsman line in 1915 and WWII, three different barrel profiles were used: pencil, medium, and straight taper.

Three different barrel profiles were used on the Woodsman and pre-Woodsman from its introduction in 1915 until WWII:

1.   Pencil barrel (1915–1922): Pronounced shoulder that steps down the barrel diameter to .500 inch just forward of the receiver, then tapers slightly to .475-inch at the muzzle.

2.   Medium barrel (1922–1934): Smaller step down, then tapers to .525-inch at the muzzle.

3.   Straight taper barrel (1934–1947): No step down, tapers from .600-inch at the receiver to .525-inch at the muzzle.

[image: image]

The earliest model in the First Series came in only one version and was known simply as Colt Automatic Target Pistol.

The Woodsman name was added in 1927 and, in 1932, heat-treated mainspring housings that permitted the use of high-velocity ammunition were phased in from serial numbers 81000 to 86000. A grooved pattern enhances identification.

In response to numerous requests from the target shooters of the day for a heavier barrel and larger grips, Colt responded with a new model in 1938. The Match Target Woodsman, with its slab sided 6 ⅝-inch barrel, also featured a hand-honed action and an improved rear sight adjustable for both windage and elevation. The grip frame area is actually the same as the other models, and regular Woodsman stocks will fit perfectly. The larger grip was achieved by fitting the new pistol with oversized, one-piece wraparound stocks commonly called “elephant ear” grips today. To signify the Match Target’s intended market, a bull’s-eye target pattern was roll-marked onto the left side of the barrel. This led to the nickname of “Bullseye Model” for these First Series Match Target pistols.


PRE-WOODSMAN
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Close-ups of a Colt Automatic Target Pistol, known to collectors as a Pre-Woodsman. Colt added the Woodsman name in 1927. Image courtesy Bishop’s Fine Guns
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Colt Automatic Target Pistol (Pre-Woodsman) with the thin, 6 ⅝-inch pencil barrel. Serial numbers will be under 31000 (1915–1922). For current values, see page 171. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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A 1927 ad in the American Rifleman magazine, announcing the new name for the Woodsman. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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Mainspring housing differences. Left: This Woodsman takes standard-velocity ammunition only. Right: Standard or high-velocity ammunition can both be used. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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Brochure announcing the new Sport Model Woodsman. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn


MATCH TARGET WITH "ELEPHANT EAR" GRIPS
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This Bullseye Model is in VERY GOOD condition and comes with the original box, tags, test target, cleaning brush, and manual, all of which add to value of the firearm. For current values, see page 171. Image courtesy Bishop’s Fine Guns
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The Sport model, with a 4½-inch barrel, was added to the Woodsman line in 1933. Serial Nos. approximately 86000–187423, made 1934–1947. Other than having a shorter barrel and a fixed front sight, the Sport models are the same as the Target models of the same era. Some of the early Sport Models had a lighter, medium-weight barrel, and some of the later pre-WWII Sport Models had an optional elevation-adjustable front sight. For current values, see page 171–172. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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A First Series Match Target with 6 ⅝-inch flat-sided barrel and elongated “elephant ear” grips. Serial numbers range MT1 to MT16611. For current values, see page 171. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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A 1933 advertisement heralding the introduction of the new Colt Match Target Woodsman. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn

SECOND SERIES (1947–1955)

The Second Series Woodsman pistols are the only models that have a push-button magazine release, similar to that of the Colt Government Model pistol and its military versions in the 1911 and 1911A1. All post-WWII-type Woodsmans have an “S” suffix on their serial numbers. Although it is part of the Second Series, the Challenger model, unlike the Woodsman, has a spring catch at the butt and a “C” suffix to the serial number.
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No camping trip was complete without the Colt Woodsman, and according to this 1950 ad, it doubled as game-getter and for home-defense.

[image: image]

An example of a Second Series Match Target, with 6-inch barrel. Serial numbers 1-S to 146137-S, made 1947–1955. The Second Series Match Target Model came standard with plastic grips and a left panel thumbrest. Note the thumb magazine release. For current values, see page 171. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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The Second Series Woodsman, made from 1947–1955, is easily identified by the push-button magazine release. Center: With the exception of the 1949–50 Sport model, which had fixed sights, The Second Series Woodsman had the Coltmaster rear sight (bottom) until 1953, and the Accro rear sight (top) from 1953–55. Right: A unique feature of the Second Series Woodsman is the provision for a grip adapter on the backstrap. With few exceptions, each came with two grip adapters, a large and a small. The shooter could use either one, or none, for three different grip sizes. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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A Second Series Match Target with 4½-inch barrel. Serial numbers 59468-S to 146137-S, made 1949–1955. For current values, see page 171. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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This is a Second Series Sport Model with 4-inch barrel. Serial numbers 2318-S to 146137-S, made 1948–1955. During this production run, plastic grips and a left-panel thumbrest were standard. For current values, see page 172. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn


SECOND SERIES MATCH TARGET
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This Second Series Match Target features the original box and accompanying accoutrements. It would rate NiB (NEW IN BOX) and fetch a premium. For current values, see page 171. Image courtesy Bishop’s Fine Guns




SECOND SERIES SPORT MODEL

[image: image]

The Second Series Sport Model featured a 4½-inch barrel only. Serial Nos. 1345-S to 146137-S, made 1948–1955. The thumbrest on the left grip panel was added to the Sport Model in 1950, after approximate serial number 71200-S. From mid-1949 to mid-1950, the Sport Model had a fixed rear sight and a different type of front sight. Note the grip adaptor in the backstrap of this Second Series Sport Model. This specimen also includes the original box. For current values, see page 172. Image courtesy Bishop’s Fine Guns




SECOND SERIES TARGET MODEL
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Note the lanyard loop in this Second Series Target model. For current values, see page 172. Image courtesy Bishop’s Fine Guns
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Note the thumb-button magazine release and barrel marking on this Second Series Target model with 6-inch barrel. For current values, see page 172. Image courtesy Bishop’s Fine Guns
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The short-barreled Challenger had a 4½-inch barrel. This model was similar to the Second Series Woodsman, except it came with fixed sights, without an automatic slide stop and with a butt magazine release. Serial Numbers 1-C to 77143-C, made 1950–1955. Plastic grips without a thumbrest were standard. For current values, see page 167. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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An example of a long-barrel Challenger, which featured a 6-inch barrel and plastic grips without a thumbrest. Serial numbers 1-C to 77143-C, made 1950–1955.

THIRD SERIES (1955–1977)

The Third Series replaced the Second Series in mid-1955. The most obvious change was the replacement of the push-button magazine release with a snap catch at the frame butt. The trigger guard was made larger, the grip adapters and lanyard ring were eliminated, and the trigger was reshaped. The magazine safety, which was a feature of the Second series, was carried over to the Third Series for a few months, and then was quietly dropped.

All Third Series Woodsmans have an “S” suffix to the serial number, just as in the Second Series. All Third Series guns have the magazine release on the butt, in the same location as those of the First Series.

In 1955, the Second Series Challenger was replaced in the Third Series by the very similar Huntsman Model. The Targetsman, basically a slightly upgraded Huntsman, was added to the line in 1959. The early Huntsman and Targetsman models continued the Challenger serial numbers with a “–C” suffix.

[image: image]

This is an example of a Huntsman with a 4½-inch barrel. Early versions had black plastic stocks. Later versions, beginning in 1960, had walnut stocks. The Huntsman did not have a thumbrest. Made 1955–977. For current values, see page 167. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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Later Huntsman and Targetsman models, and all Third Series Woodsman models, have a snap catch-type magazine release located in the grip butt. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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This is a Huntsman model with 6-inch barrel. Early versions had black plastic stocks. Beginning in 1960, the pistol had walnut stocks. No Huntsman grips had a thumbrest. Made 1955–1977. For current values, see page 167. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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The Targetsman came only with a 6-inch barrel and had an adjustable rear sight and a pinned front sight. Early versions had black plastic stocks. Later versions, beginning in 1960, had walnut stocks. The Targetsman came standard with left-side thumbrest. Made 1959–1977. For current values, see page 171. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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The Third Series Sport Model came only with a 4½-inch barrel. Standard equipment included a left-panel thumbrest. Early versions had black plastic stocks, while later versions, beginning in 1960, came with walnut stocks. Made 1955–1977. For current values, see page 172. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn

[image: image]

The Third Series Target Model featured only a 6-inch barrel. Early versions had black plastic stocks. Later versions, beginning in 1960, had walnut stocks. All Second and Third Series Target models were standard with a left-panel thumbrest. Made 1955–1977. For current values, see page 172. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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The Third Series Match Target was available with either a 4½- or 6-inch barrel. This is a 4½-inch-barreled model. Later versions, beginning in 1960, had walnut stocks. All Second and Third Series Target models were standard with a left-panel thumbrest. Made 1955–1977. For current values, see page 172. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn
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This is a Third Series Match Target with a 6-inch barrel. It is an early Third Series Woodsman, identified by the black plastic grips and the same rear sight as was used on the late Second Series guns. Beginning in 1960, all Woodsman, Huntsman, and Targetsman models were again equipped with walnut grips. Made 1955–1977. For current values, see page 172. Image courtesy Bob Rayburn


THIRD SERIES MATCH TARGET MODEL
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This is an example of a late-production Third Series Match Target with 6-inch barrel. By 1960, all Third Series Woodsman pistols were equipped with walnut grips. For current values, see page 172. Image courtesy Bishop’s Fine Guns



In total, the Woodsman models were built for sixty-two years with only a brief interruption during WWII. From its introduction in 1915, The Colt .22 Automatic Pistol quickly became a huge success for the company, as proclaimed in the 1937 Colt catalog:

The Colt “Woodsman” Model .22 Automatic Pistol was brought out as a Target Model and instantly gained the recognition of expert shooters because of its accuracy, simplicity, and power. In addition to establishing World Pistol Records this Arm has repeatedly won important pistol matches both here and abroad. Exceptionally popular with Hunters, Trappers, Campers, Tourists and Farmers.

In the Colt .22 Automatic Pistol is found that rare combination of qualities which mark the ideal small bore Arm. Chambered for the economical, easy to get .22 Long Rifle Cartridge, it handles the new High Speed ammunition with perfect satisfaction. Here are combined Balance, Range, Accuracy, Convenience, Power and Safety, with every advantage of the single-shot Pistol, plus automatic action for rapid-fire and snap shooting.


THIRD SERIES SPORT MODEL FACTORY ENGRAVED
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[image: image]

This is a rare example of a factory-engraved Third Series Woodsman Sport Model. It features a nickel finish, checkered wood grips, and Type “B” engraving. Note the factory letter that proves this firearm was engraved at the factory. Image courtesy Bishop’s Fine Guns



Generations of hunters, trappers, marksmen, casual shooters, and collectors have been able to appreciate the quality, reliability, and the aesthetics of the family of guns that grew out of that 1915 Colt Caliber .22 Target Model. By the 1960s and ‘70s, other manufacturers with more modern and efficient manufacturing methods were producing high-quality but less-costly .22 pistols. High labor costs and other expenses arising from obsolete or obsolescent equipment and manufacturing methods eventually forced Colt to discontinue the Woodsman line.

The series and models detailed above provide a good starting point for the collector. Please note that there are many variations within these, some of which are quite scarce and desirable for the Woodsman collector, such as factory engraved models.


NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY COMBINATION SHOULDER STOCK AND HOLSTER
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This is another example of the N-S shoulder stock in the original box. Note the EXCELLENT condition. This is valued at about $2,500. Image courtesy Bishop’s Fine Guns
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This pre-Woodsman was manufactured in 1927, the last year before “THE WOODSMAN” was added as the official model name of the pistol. What is unique about this specimen is the N-S patented, National Lead Company combination shoulder stock and holster. The shoulder stock is metal covered in smooth brown leather, with a metal grip-fitting for the pistol. It is marked with “N-S”/patent date/location in a rope circle. These were marketed in the late 1920s and early 1930s specifically for the Woodsman line, but due to the 1934 National Firearms Act, short-barreled rifles and pistols with shoulder stocks were banned, making these variants very hard to find, especially in such a well-preserved state. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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Bob Rayburn has been shooting and collecting Colt Woodsman pistols for more than forty years and has put together quite a collection of First, Second, and Third Series Woodsmans. In fact, he is such an ardent pursuer of these rimfire Colts that he took his collection of handwritten notes and converted it into the Colt Woodsman Pocket Guide, now in its eighth edition. This little red book is an invaluable aid to collecting Colt Woodsman pistols, and it can be purchased on Bob’s websites, www.colt22.com or www.coltwoodsman.com.






Smith & Wesson Model 29

Make My Day

“The most powerful handgun in the world.”—circa 1971

If it hadn’t been for Clint Eastwood’s Dirty Harry series of movies, the Smith & Wesson Model 29, introduced in 1955, may have been dropped from the catalog and strategically reintroduced as consumer demand warranted. Most ardent handgun hunters knew the Model 29 was an excellent hunting revolver chambered in .44 Magnum, but it was the Dirty Harry character wielding the massive Model 29 in the early 1970s that propelled the revolver into a pop culture icon.

The Model 29 revolver, in 1971 claimed to be the most powerful handgun in world, has since been ousted from that particular top spot by other handguns and other calibers. Movies, TV shows, and video games, along with the fact that the revolver and caliber combination make a good hunting handgun, has ensured the Model 29 continues to be manufactured to this day.

BEFORE DIRTY HARRY

Since its introduction in 1955, many design changes have been made and many model variants offered. When I spoke to Roy Jinks, historian for Smith & Wesson, he said, “The basic difference in the Model 29 series are the four-screw and three-screw models.” But the story doesn’t start there.

“The Model 29 was the second magnum revolver ever made,” said Jinks. “After the introduction of the .357 Magnum, in 1935, there was a push to make a more powerful .44-caliber revolver.”

In 1935, Smith & Wesson used its N-frame to produce its first .357 Magnum revolver, known as the Registered Magnum. S&W chose to chamber the powerful .357 Magnum cartridge in a six-shot revolver built from this large, heavy-duty, carbon-steel N-frame. The revolver and caliber combination was an immediate success, and S&W had a hard time filling orders—and this was at the height of the Great Depression, when the revolver cost $60.00. The big N-frame had a pinned barrel, counter-bored cylinder chambers, and checkering across the topstrap of the frame and barrel.

THE IMPACT OF ELMER KEITH

Elmer Keith was a life-long, long-range, big-bore handgun shooting and hunting enthusiast. A noted gun writer and handloader, Keith handloaded the .44 Special cartridge, pushing it to its limits. He shot his hot handloaded cartridges in S&W .44 Hand Ejector 1st Model New Century revolvers to test the effectiveness of the loads. The Hand Ejectors were also known as “Triple Locks,” due to a third locking lug on the crane. These were strongly built revolvers and could withstand the increased pressure of Keith’s handloaded .44 Special cartridges.

Keith and a few others are primarily responsible for the development of both the .44 Magnum and the .357 Magnum cartridges, but it was Keith who was responsible for convincing Smith & Wesson to build a revolver capable of handling the .44 Magnum cartridge. That revolver would become known as the Model 29.


REGISTERED MAGNUM
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This is an example of the Registered Magnum model introduced by S&W in 1935. It was the first magnum revolver chambered in .357 Magnum. These revolvers were handmade to order by Smith & Wesson and individually registered to the owner. The Registered Magnums had a level of fit and finish beyond the already high standard set by S&W during that time. This revolver is equipped with a raised Patridge blade front sight and an adjustable, rectangular notch rear sight, both set into the signature, full-checkered barrel rib and topstrap. The 6-inch barrel is pinned and the rear cylinder face is counter-bored, with fine case-hardened colors on the serrated trigger and hammer. These grips are not the factory originals. Estimated value: $4,500–$7,100. Image courtesy Rock Island Auctions




TRIPLE LOCK REVOLVERS
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This pair of S&W Hand Ejector First Model (Triple Lock) revolvers in .44 Special that belonged to Elmer Keith. With these revolvers, Keith handloaded the .44 Special cartridge to velocities well above factory ballistics, and that work led to the development of the .44 Magnum cartridge. The revolvers pictured here are virtually identical, with 6½-inch barrels, one with gold bead front sight and the other with Keith’s “long-range” modified, thick front sight blade with two gold bars for distance shooting. Both have round topstraps, frames are the five-screw type, and the cranes have a third fastener in the ejector rod housings. Both have standard color case-hardened hammers and smooth triggers. The revolvers are mounted with mirror-image, custom Magna-sized, burl walnut two-piece grips, with “Elmer Keith” and oak leaves carved on one side in deep relief, and the other grip with oak leaves. Image courtesy James D. Julia, Inc.
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Triple Locks were designed with a third lock-up built into the crane that locks into a detent built into the bottom part of the ejector shroud. The first and second lockups were 1) at the front of the ejector rod, which locked in the detent pin in the ejector rod shroud, and 2) at the rear of the ejector, locking into the rear of the frame behind the cylinder. Image courtesy James D. Julia, Inc.



“Smith & Wesson was working with Remington to develop and produce a more powerful magnum .44 cartridge,” explained Jinks.

While Remington was developing the cartridge, S&W was also developing the longer chamber for the .44 Magnum.

“S&W then made the first .44 Magnum revolver, in December of 1955,” Jinks said.

By 1956, the new revolver was cataloged as the Model 29.

“When it came out, it cost $125,” Jinks told me, “but S&W quickly raised the price to $140.

“Originally, the Model 29 was only available in 4- and 6½-inch pinned barrels,” Jinks said. “The 8 ⅜-inch barrel model came out in the late 1950s.”

Less common are 5- and 5½-inch barrels. Jinks explained the Model 29 was popular with handgun hunters, but favor with it waned before picking up again with the release of the Dirty Harry series of movies in the 1970s.

“In the 1970s, S&W could not make enough of the Model 29 revolver to keep up with demand,” Jinks told me.

At that time, the revolvers were selling for four and five times the normal retain price.

[image: image]

The Model 29 was originally produced with a four-screw sideplate. This drawing illustrates the differences between the four-screw and the three-screw sideplates. The fourth screw was eventually replaced with an interlocking tongue. Collection of Roy G. Jinks
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Originally, the new S&W .44 Magnum revolver was simply marked “.44 MAGNUM” on the right side of the barrel. Note the four-screw sideplate. Collection of Roy G. Jinks
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This catalog illustration of the original S&W .44 Magnum shows the Coke-bottle-style grips with their palm swell and the diamond around the screw hole. Collection of Roy G. Jinks
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For $135, tax included, the new Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum revolver was introduced and made available. The original pre-Model 29 was not marked “Model 29” until 1957. Collection of Roy G. Jinks

IMPROVEMENTS

Over the years, the Model 29 has gone through numerous engineering and cosmetic changes.

“The original .44 Magnums, made between 1956 and late 1957, were still built the old-fashioned way,” said Jinks. “They were first soft-fitted, then hard-fitted.”

“Soft-fitting” means the originals were hand-fitted with the assembled gun “in the white,” or without a cosmetic finish. All the parts were then stamped so that the gun had matching serial numbers throughout. The revolver was then finished as a fully assembled gun in the “hard-fitted” phase, where the revolvers were heat blued. In essence, the guns were assembled twice.

“To increase production and meet demand,” explained Jinks, “the soft-fitting step was removed, which meant all the barrels, frames, and cylinders were heat-blued as individual parts. This means slight variances in oven temperatures on individual parts caused the assembled gun to have slight differences in bluing color.”

[image: image]

This Smith & Wesson pre-Model 29 .44 Magnum revolver, with its original black box, was manufactured between 1957 and 1958. It features a 6½-inch barrel, a serrated ramp front sight with orange insert, and a fully adjustable rear notch sight. Other characteristics include a wide, case-hardened checkered hammer and wide, case-hardened serrated trigger. The serial number for these models is stamped on the butt, inside of the yoke cutout, and on the back of the cylinder. Value is estimated at $1,000–$1,500. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This collectable has gold highlights and is a Model 29-3 Elmer Keith 1899-1984 Commemorative. It has a wood presentation case with a blue lining. This model was manufactured in 1985 as a limited edition. Only 2,500 were produced. Estimated value is $1,000–$1,500. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction

In the late 1970s, the oven bluing method was replaced with a penetrating bluing.

“The brightness of the blue became a little more black,” explained Jinks.

With this change, the variances in bluing from the oven process no longer occurred.

The Model 29’s original grips were also changed to meet production demands.

“Up until the mid-1960s, the gun had Coke-bottle grips with a palm swell,” Jinks explained, “and had a diamond around the screw hole. In the latter part of the 1970s, that grip was dropped to improve production of the grip, and the diamond was eliminated around the screw hole.”

S&W’s model naming convention of the Model 29 changed as the revolver’s design and production changed to include a dash and additional number. For instance, in 1962, the Model 29-1 was being manufactured. This model included changes to the extractor rod to prevent the rod from unscrewing during recoil.

In January 1999, after approximately seven changes, the Model 29 was officially discontinued, but it would soon return as the Model 29-8, in 2001. The Model 29-8 employed a new frame design with an internal lock system and reverts back to the four-screw sideplate.

The Model 29 spawned other variations of the model. The Model 629, introduced in 1978, is a stainless-steel version. The Model 29 Silhouette, introduced in 1983, featured a three-screw sideplate and a 10⅝-inch barrel with an adjustable front sight. In 1991, the Model 29 Classic debuted with a full-lug barrel. The Model 29 Classic DX, introduced in 1992, uses a round-butt N-frame and a three-screw side plate. In 1990, the Model 29 Magna Classic was introduced with all of the features of the Classic DX, but with a 7½-inch barrel. Numerous collectors’ editions have also been made over the years.
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This variation of the Model 29 is the Model 29-5 Magna Classic, produced in 1990. It is built on the round-butt frame and uses a three-screw sideplate. Only three thousand were produced, and on this one, “1 of 3000” appears on the right side of the barrel on the underlug. For full specifications and values, see page 293. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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The Model 629 Classic was a stainless-steel variant introduced in 1990. It is still in production. It features a round-butt grip frame, full underlug barrel, and Hogue grips. Barrel lengths include 5-, 6½-, and 8⅜-inch choices with an interchangeable front sight. For full specifications and values, see page 301. Image courtesy Smith & Wesson









	Model 29 Engineering Changes



	MODEL DESIGNATION
	YEAR
	ENGINEERING CHANGE



	29
	1957
	Around serial number S179000, revolvers were stamped with model number



	29-1
	1962
	extractor rod changed to reverse thread; most 29-1 models use a three-screw sideplate



	29-2
	1962
	trigger screw dropped, cylinder stop changed



	29-3
	1982
	pinned barrel and cylinder counter-bore dropped, cylinder length changed



	29-4
	1988
	new yoke retention system, floating hand added



	29-5
	1990
	redesigned bolt block and stop notch in cylinder



	29-6
	1993
	redesigned extractor, frame topstrap drilled and tapped for optics mount, Hogue grips introduced



	29-7
	1998
	frame and internal mechanism redesign, MIM parts introduced



	29-8
	2001
	frame redesign, internal lock mechanism added, four-screw sideplate reintroduced



	29-9
	2002
	Lew Horton (distributor) Heritage series with blued or nickel finishes, 6½-in. barrel, four-screw sideplate, target grips



	29-10
	2006
	square grip frame reintroduced, serrated back strap










The Iconic Luger

Pistole Parabellum 1908

The Luger is perhaps the most iconic pistol ever manufactured. Lugers are prized by collectors, with some variations extremely rare and highly coveted.

Like most semi-automatics in the early twentieth century, the Luger required careful hand-fitting of parts, thus manufacturing was expensive and time-consuming. These pistols generally show great workmanship, as they were originally built at a time when all firearms, and most mechanical items for that matter, were built by hand by machinists and craftsmen.

The Luger was originally produced from 1900 through 1942, and these models are the most sought-after and valuable. What follows in this chapter is a guide to help identify Lugers manufactured during this time period.

Please note that Lugers have continued to be manufactured since 1942.

In the 1970s and ’80s Lugers were also produced by Mauser and imported into the US by Interarms.

In the early 1990s, both Stoeger and Aimco began producing Lugers in the US. In 1991, Aimco, Inc., of Houston, Texas, manufactured an all-new remake of the original Luger design that was marketed by Mitchell Arms.

In 1994, Stoeger, Inc., purchased the rights to market a stainless-steel “American Eagle” Luger pistol. Stoeger, it should also be noted, was once a sporting goods retailer in New York City and imported German-produced Lugers, as well as other firearms, in the early twentieth century. The unique stainless-steel variant of the Luger marketed by Stoeger have since been discontinued.

A few pistols have copied the Luger toggle design, notably Erma, which produced .22 LR, .32 ACP, and .380 ACP models that were imported into the US from 1964 through 1968 and are now discontinued. Stoeger also offered a .22 LR Luger that was manufactured in the US until it was discontinued in 1985. These pistols have more of a novelty interest with the true Luger collector.
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Stoeger contracted the DWM—Deutsche Waffen-und Munitionsfabriken—factory in Germany to produce Lugers and then imported the pistols into the US for the commercial market during the early twentieth century. These are the types of markings one can expect. Note the right side of the barrel extension is stamped “GERMANY” and roll-marked “A.F. STOEGER, INC./NEW YORK.” Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a post-WWI, DWM-manufactured, commercial Luger pistol marked on top of the barrel “ABERCROMBIE & FITCH CO NEW YORK/MADE IN SWITZERLAND.” This pistol was originally intended for sale in Switzerland, but was diverted or sold to sporting goods retailer Abercrombie & Fitch Co. in New York, circa 1922. Only one hundred of these Swiss Lugers were imported into the US. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction

NOTHING ELSE LIKE IT

A description of the Luger pistol is appropriate here, since these pistols are unlike any other contemporary semi-automatic handgun built today.

Lugers feature a toggle mechanism that was invented by Hugo Borchardt, who used the mechanism in the C-93 pistol in 1893. (Borchardt actually based his design on the Maxim machine guns, but that is really getting into the weeds.) George Luger, a designer at the Ludwig Lowe small arms factory in Berlin, Germany, radically redesigned the Borchardt toggle system and patented a new pistol design in 1898.

The firearm is technically defined as a short recoil-operated, toggle-locked, semi-automatic pistol. In operation, the toggle and barrel assembly move rearward after a round is fired. The barrel is then stopped by the frame, but the toggle movement continues and the knee joint bends to extract and eject the case before moving forward to pick up and insert a fresh round from the magazine into the chamber.

The Luger held eight rounds in a detachable magazine. It weighed 30.7 ounces, with the most common barrel length being about 4 inches. The finish was typically a deep blue, with straw-colored controls and sharply checkered wood grips. Specimens with original finish demand high prices, though the finish on wartime-production models suffered, and in some cases the grips were checkered plastic.

In hand, the comfortable grip angle of the Luger makes the pistol a natural pointer, easy for the operator to aim and get on target fast. The Luger is reliable when using high-velocity cartridges that produce enough recoil to operate the mechanism.

These pistols are commonly called “Lugers” and were first available commercially starting in 1900. These first Lugers are what collectors call the “Borchardt Luger Transitional Models,” made in 1898 and 1899. Only a few of these Borchardt models are known to exist.

Commercial production ramped up in 1900, with the Luger originally chambered in .30 Luger/7.65x21mm Parabellum and produced by Deutsche Waffen- und Munitionsfabriken (DWM). In 1902, the Luger was chambered in a new caliber called 9x19mm Parabellum. Officially, SAAMI—the Sporting Arms and Ammunition Manufacturers’ Institute—calls the cartridge “9mm Luger” but it is better known as simply the 9mm, one of the most popular and widely used pistol cartridges ever designed and used by civilians, military, and law enforcement.

The change to a larger caliber was due to the demand by the German military for a sidearm in a larger caliber. At the turn of the twentieth century, revolvers were the most common and wide-spread handgun in use by military forces, and the new semi-automatic pistols of this time were a radical departure. Some were awkward and complex, and all were viewed with a bit a skepticism. Many semi-automatic pistols of this era utilized an internal box magazine housed forward of the trigger guard, such as in the Mauser C96 and the Bergman-Bayard Model 1903 pistols. The Luger was different. The Luger used a magazine housed in the grip of the pistol, and that is how the modern handgun evolved.

The Swiss Military was the first to adopt the Luger, in 1900, in the .30 Luger/7.65x21mm Parabellum caliber. The German Navy also liked the Luger, but wanted a pistol with a more powerful round. Hence the pistol was redesigned by resizing the original bottleneck cartridge case to hold a larger bullet, thus creating the 9x19mm Parabellum, and, in 1904, the Imperial German Navy adopted the Luger chambered in 9mm with a 5.9-inch barrel and a two-position rear sight. The German Army, also enamored with the new pistol, adopted the Luger as the “Pistole 08” or “ "P.08" in 1908. with a 3.9-inch barrel is perhaps the most common variant of the Luger encountered. It served with the German Army during WWI and WWII.

Shortly after Germany’s adoption, other countries, including Holland, Brazil, Bulgaria, Portugal, and Russia, adopted the Luger as their military sidearm. The US Army even considered the Luger, before it eventually adopted the M1911. Long story short, the Luger holds the distinction as being one of the first successful semi-automatic military sidearms, as well as being the first pistol chambered in 9mm.

TELLING ONE FROM ANOTHER

Since Luger pistols were produced for both commercial and military/police markets, and because there were numerous companies manufacturing the pistols, particularly during World War II, identifying Lugers can be complicated. The best way to go about accurately identifying a Luger is to first check the serial number, manufacturer mark, and production year and proof symbols.

SERIAL NUMBERS

Since there were numerous manufacturers, serial numbers were often repeated on pistols. It should also be noted that serial number sequencing followed a sequential order for commercial models, but for contracts, the serial numbers were started at “1.” There may be several Lugers still in existence with serial number “1.”

Pistol serial numbers are found in numerous locations on the pistols. Additionally, in some locations the full serial number is used, while in other locations only the last two digits of the full serial number are used.

The location of the serial numbers on pistols varies between military and commercial pistols.

On military Army pistols produced from WWI through WWII, the full serial number is located on the front of the frame, under the barrel, and the left side of the receiver. The breechblock, extractor, front toggle link, inside the grip panels, rear toggle link, sear bar, trigger sideplate, takedown lever, thumb safety lever, and trigger are all marked with the last two digits of the full serial number.

Commercial, contract pistols, and Navy pistols located the full serial number in a manner similar to the military Army models, with the exception of the parts containing the last two digits. Military serialization was not concerned with the aesthetics of the pistols, but on commercial models more care was taken. Thus, the last two digits of the full serial number on commercial models are located on the breechblock, front toggle link, grip safety, inside the grip panels, rear toggle link, sideplate, takedown lever, thumb safety lever, and trigger.

A pistol with matching serial numbers is more valuable than a pistol with non-matching serial numbers. For the serious collector, matching serial numbers are a must, while for the casual collector, one who may shoot the pistols in their collection, a Luger with non-matching serial numbers can make an excellent shooter, since the value of the pistol will not be eroded by use.

[image: image]

This is an example of standard military-style serial number placement, with the full serial number “2993” stamped on the underside of the barrel, front of the frame, and the underside of the barrel extension. The other parts are stamped with the last two digits “93.” Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This pistol shows military-style serial numbers with number “9473” marked on the barrel extension and receiver, while smaller parts are marked only with the last two digits of the full serial number. Note that “73” is stamped on the locking bolt, trigger sideplate, safety bar, and sear bar. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction

MANUFACTURER MARKINGS AND DATES

The manufacturer’s roll mark is the next step in identifying a Luger. The top of the front toggle link typically identifies the manufacturer. At times, importer names and manufacturer names will appear on the side of frame. These marks identify the manufacturer and, in some cases, identify who contracted the manufacturer to produce pistols. Many times, the date of manufacture is located on the chamber area, on top of the barrel.
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This is an example of markings on a mid-production 1906/24 Luger manufactured in Switzerland at the BERN factory for the Swiss Armed Forces. Note that the top of the chamber area is blank and the front toggle link is marked with the small Swiss cross over “WAFFENFABRIK/BERN.” About seventeen thousand were manufactured, serial number range 15216-33089. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a Mauser WWII-production Luger. Note the top of the chamber has the full date of “1936,” with the “S/42” code marking on the front toggle link. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a WWI German Luger manufactured by the DWM factory. Note the top of the chamber is marked the year “1916” and the front toggle link has the DWM logo. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a Simson & Co. Suhl-manufactured pistol. Note the top of the chamber is marked with the year “1925,” and “SIMSON & Co./SUHL” is located on the front toggle link. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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These are the markings of a Luger variation manufactured for the Netherlands by the Vickers Ltd. Company in England. Note the blank chamber area and the front toggle link stamped “VICKERS/LTD” in two lines. These Lugers were produced from 1915 to 1917. Approximately ten thousand were made and, so, are very rare today. Many pistols were used in the Far East, and most specimens were in poor condition before being arsenal-refurbished between 1925 and 1933, though this is one instance where that does not detract from the value. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a late-production Mauser pistol. Note the “42” dated chamber area, indicating a manufacturing date of 1942, with the toggle marked “byf,” the wartime code for the Mauser factory. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of Erfurt Arsenal markings. Note the “1912” stamp on top of the chamber, indicating date of manufacture, and the crown logo over the “ERFURT” name on the front toggle link. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of Krieghoff and Sohn factory markings. Note the chamber area is date-stamped “1936,” with the front toggle link marked with the C-1, 1936-pattern Krieghoff and Sohn anchor logo over “KRIEGHOFF/SUHL.” Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of the markings on a Simson & Company-manufactured pistol. Note the “1925” stamp on the chamber, area indicating the date of manufacture, and the “Simson & Co./Suh” markings on the front toggle link. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a pre-WWII, Mauser-manufactured Luger with “42” code markings. Note the chamber area is marked with the full date of “1940,” with the “42” code marking for the Mauser factory located on the front toggle link. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction

MANUFACTURER AND CONTRACT MARKINGS
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This is an example of DWM-manufacturer markings for a Swiss military contract. Note the “Cross in Shield” crest on the chamber area and the DWM logo on the front toggle link. Approximately 5,200 pistols were made for non-commercial sales to either military or police. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a DWM Model 1906 American Eagle Luger. Note the large American Eagle crest on the chamber area and the DWM logo on the front toggle link. These are rather rare Lugers, with only about three thousand produced and exported to the United States. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of Bulgarian contract, DWM-manufactured pistol marking. Note the chamber is marked with the DWM scroll monogram, while the Bulgarian crest is located on top of the front toggle link. The crest includes the Bulgarian crown over a shield with a rampant lion inside. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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Known as the “Cross in Sunburst” among collectors, this pistol was manufactured by DWM specifically for the Swiss military contract. Note the top of the chamber is marked with the Swiss cross in a sunburst, while the DWM logo is on the front toggle link. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a Garde Nationale Republic of Portugal contract pistol manufactured by Mauser. Only 579 pistols were manufactured, with a serial number range of 1,921–2,500 and with a “v” suffix. Note the chamber area has the intertwined Portuguese “GNR” (Garde Nationale Republicane) logo, while the Mauser banner logo is on the front toggle link. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a Persian contract Luger, specifically an artillery Luger manufactured on contract for the government of Persia (now Iran). Note the Persian lion on the chamber area and the use of the Farsi lettering in place of most of the traditional markings. Fewer than a thousand Artillery Lugers were made in this configuration. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction

PROOF MARKS AND UNIT MARKINGS

Proof symbols can be located in numerous locations of the pistol, including on the top or the outer side of the frame. Proof marks used by Luger manufacturers vary widely. Imperial Navy, Imperial Army, Nazi Commercial, Early Nazi Military, Mid Nazi Military, Late Nazi Military, and many others all have unique proof marks, and the list is too extensive to reproduce within these pages.

Unit markings also appear on pistols. These markings indicate which units of the Army, Navy, or police received the pistol. For Army pistols, these markings can be found in Roman and Arabic numerals and were stamped on the front grip strap of the pistol. Naval pistols were marked on the backstrap of the grip above the stock lug. Many times, an older pistol was reissued with its original unit markings crossed out with an “X” and new unit markings stamped above or below. Police pistol unit marking appear on the frontstrap of the grip.
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This is an example of a pistol marked on the front grip strap. The marking “B.II.2.” indicates the pistol was issued to the Second Bavarian Regiment. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction

Again, unit markings are extensive, having been started in 1909 and running through WWII. A good source to help demystify these marks is Aaron Davis’s book Standard Catalog or Luger, Jan C. Still’s Imperial Lugers and Their Accessories–The Pistols of Germany and Her Allies in Two World Wars Volume IV, German Small Arms Markings From Authentic Sources by J. Goertz and D. Bryans, and World of Lugers Proof Marks Complete Listing of Different Variations of Proof Marks on the Luger by Sam Costanzo, to name just four.

OTHER WAYS TO KNOW WHAT LUGER YOU HAVE

Luger pistols defy being placed in specific categories, since there are so many variations and small distinctions. Still, and in general, one can divide Lugers into two distinct model types: commercial models manufactured for the civilian markets, and military models made specifically for the various military and police forces.

Military service pistols include the following:

•   German Army model, typically with a 3.9-inch barrel

•   German Naval model with a 5.9-inch barrel and two-position rear sight

•   German Artillery Luger with a 7.9-inch barrel and eight-position tangent rear sight. The Artillery Luger was used with a shoulder stock, as well as a 32-round drum magazine commonly called a “snail magazine,” since it resembled a snail.

There are also rare models, like two samples of a Luger chambered in .45 ACP that were part of a group of several pistols from a variety of manufacturers sent as samples to the US Army for testing in 1907. DWM built two test pistols in .45 ACP for the trials. The whereabouts of one of the pistols is known, and in 1989 it was sold for $1,000,000. It came up for sale again in 2010 and fetched only $494,500, so you can see that, even with very rare firearms, the price is set by whatever the buyer will pay.

Following are a few examples of Luger pistol variations produced for commercial and military markets. From a military perspective, the Luger was the sidearm for the German military during three distinct eras: the German Empire from 1904 to 1918, the Weimar Republic from 1919 to 1933, and of Nazi Germany from 1933 to 1945. Values shown assume all matching serial numbers.
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The “Million Dollar Luger” was one of two pistols chambered in .45 ACP for the US Army trails in 1907. It fetched $1,000,000 in 1989. When it came back on the market in 2010, it sold for $494,500.
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This is a good example of an early production, German Military 1908 First Issue Contract Luger pistol made by DWM. It has a 4-inch barrel and is chambered in 9mm. A blue finish appears on the frame and barrel, with an original straw finish on the trigger, takedown lever, magazine release, and ejector. Grips are checkered walnut. Note the magazine is not original, but is a replacement magazine that is blue and unmarked and with a black plastic base. This pistol rates EXCELLENT (Ex) or NRA 95 percent. Estimated value is $1,400–$2,250. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a DWM-manufactured 1914 Artillery Luger. These pistols featured an 8-inch barrel and tangent rear sight. It has a blue finish, checkered walnut grips, and a nickel-plated magazine with a wood base. This pistol rates GOOD (Gd) or NRA 68 percent. Estimated value is $1,300–$1,900. With the original leather holster, shoulder stock, and snail magazine this pistol’s value would increase dramatically. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an early production and scarce DWM Model 1902 American Eagle model with the fat barrel, often referred to as a “Fat Barrel” American Eagle. Only six hundred to seven hundred of these models were manufactured for commercial sale in the United States. This model features the short, old-style frame with leaf springs but no stock lug, a recessed breechblock, dished toggles with toggle lock, and grip safety. The top of the chamber area is marked with the prominent American Eagle crest, while the front toggle link is marked with the DWM logo. It is chambered in 9mm and has a nickel-plated magazine body with a wooden base, checkered walnut grips, and the pistol has a mostly blue finish with a straw finish on small parts. Condition rates EXCELLENT (Ex) or NRA 90 percent. Estimated value is $4,000–$6,000. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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During WWI, Artillery Lugers were issued with these 32-round magazines, commonly referred to as “snail drum” magazines. This example was manufactured by Bing Brothers of Nuremberg, Germany. Estimated value is $950–$1,400. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is a rare DWM Model 1900 American Eagle “Test Luger” purchased by the US Ordnance Department in August 1901, for trials with the US Cavalry. The Ordnance Board authorized an order for 1,000 DWM model 1900 Luger pistols, which were delivered in two lots: approximately eight hundred shipped October 26, 1901, with the remaining two hundred shipping on October 29, 1901. Approximate serial number range is 6,000–7,200. The most distinguishing feature is that there are no German acceptance proof marks and no German export markings. At the completion of the US tests, all these Lugers were sold as surplus. Caliber is 7.65 mm Luger. The chamber area is stamped with the American Eagle, and the pistol features a grip safety, recessed breech bolt, dished toggles with toggle locks on the side, a rust-blue finish with heat-blued grip screws, front sight blade, and connecting pins, as well as the extractor, toggle link, ejector, takedown lever, trigger, magazine release, and thumb safety lever in a straw-colored finish. Walnut checkered grips and a nickel-plated magazine body with a blank wooden base were also included. Condition rates GOOD (Gd) or NRA 60 percent. Estimated value is $4,500–$7,000. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is a DWM-made Model 1902 “Fat Barrel” American Eagle Luger pistol that has been upgraded with the addition of a set of non-original “cartridge counter” style walnut grips. This cartridge counter device, also known as the “Powell Indicating Device,” consists of two components. The first is a special left grip that has a small slot cut lengthwise down the grip, with a small metal strip inscribed with black numbers (1 through 7) running from the top to the bottom of the strip, to indicate the number of rounds remaining in the magazine. The second was the special cartridge counter magazine that is slotted on the left side of the body and fitted with a special follower that had a small pin/indicator that slides up and down the strip as rounds are fired. Caliber is 9mm Luger and features are a 4-inch barrel, blue finish, and checkered walnut grip. Condition rates as GOOD (Gd) or NRA 60 percent. Estimated value is $5,000–$7,000. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This late-production, post-WWI DWM Model 1914 Navy Luger, dated 1917, has been refurbished. These Navy Lugers are distinct. There is no grip safety, they are fitted with a stock lug, and they have flat checkered toggles. This specimen has a 6-inch barrel, with the two-position Navy rear sight adjustable from 100 to 200 meters, and it is chambered in 9mm. Condition rates as EXCELLENT (Ex) or NRA 95 percent. Estimated value is $3,000–$4,500. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This commercial contract Mauser Banner Luger pistol is chambered in the 7.65mm Luger Auto cartridge, something seldom seen in this serial number range. It is in like-new condition. Very few were manufactured prior to the start of WWII. The serial number with its “v” suffix and the “Crown/U” proofs combined with the Mauser Banner indicate that this Luger was manufactured at a time when the Mauser factory was still selling commercial/contract pistols to numerous countries in Europe. Condition rates LIKE NEW/NEW IN BOX (LiB). Estimated value is $6,500–$9,500. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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Dated “1940” on top of the chamber and marked “42” on the toggle, this WWII-era Luger looks to be unissued. This pistol’s features include a 3 ⅞-inch barrel, blue finish, 9mm caliber, and checkered wood grips. Condition rates NEW IN BOX/LIKE NEW IN BOX (NiB). Estimated value is $2,500–$3,750. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This is an example of a Swiss Model 1929 Bern Luger manufactured by Waffenfabrik Bern and chambered in 7.65mm Luger Auto. It has a 4¾-inch barrel with a matte blue finish and checkered plastic grips. The chamber area is blank. The magazine body wears a nickel finish with a Bakelite base. Note the straight front grip strap, identifying this as a Swiss Luger. Condition rates EXCELLENT (Ex) or NRA 95 percent. Estimated value is $1,800–$2,750. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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This variant is commonly called a “Black Widow” Luger. Manufactured by Mauser during WWII, in 1941, this P.08 has the “byf” code on the toggle and “41” on the chamber area. Chambered in 9mm and featuring a 4-inch barrel, the “Black Widow” had a checkered black plastic grip. Condition rates EXCELLENT (Ex) or NRA 95 percent. Estimated value is $1,600–$2,500. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction






Eastern Block Makarovs

Surplus Handguns

Surplus and traded-in military and law enforcement (LE) handguns offer collectability, as in the case of WWII-era Walther P.38 pistols, or, for instance, law enforcement trade-ins like SIGs and Glocks. These used guns cost much less than new models and can be viewed as collectable shooters. The key to understanding surplus guns is knowing that they are released in lots—some small, some large—and once they are gone, there are no more until the next lot is imported.

The conditions of surplus guns range from FAIR to UNISSUED. The value of surplus handguns obviously depends on their condition, availability, and collectability. Take, for instance, the SIG P6, a pistol designed in the mid-1970s to meet the German police requirements of the time and evolved from the models P220 and P225. It was inexpensive to produce, met all the West German police requirements, and was eventually adopted by the West German police. These pistols are coveted by SIG collectors and shooters. In recent years past, West German police trade-ins were imported into the US by CAI (Century Arms International). In 2011, they sold for about $350. There are no more surplus P6 pistols available through surplus firearm sellers today. In 2016, the value of a P6 ranged from $400 to $680. (As an aside, The P6 pistol is so popular that, in 2015, SIG reintroduced its P225, the commercial version of the P6, albeit with modern updates.) This is an example of just one surplus handgun that accrued value, even though it was used and wore import markings.

Two factors that contribute to a surplus handgun’s value are import marks and matching serial numbers. Import marks are blatantly and unceremoniously engraved on the slide, receiver, or barrel. The marks do not add value and, in fact, can reduce the value of the gun. All things the same, the gun without import marks will bring a higher price.

Mismatched serial numbers are often found. An example of this is found in P.38 pistols captured by the Soviets during WWII. These pistols were all arsenal-refinished after being disassembled, then reassembled without any effort made to keep like serial numbered parts together. These mismatched serial number pistols offer more shooting value than collectible value.

WHAT’S OUT THERE?

One type of handgun currently on the market and affordable to a budding military pistol collector is the former Soviet Bloc sidearm chambered in 9x18mm Makarov. Generically speaking, these pistols were manufactured in other countries and are called “Polish Makarovs” for models built in Poland, “Czech Makarovs” for those that were built in former Czechoslovakia, and so on. Most countries under the influence of or friendly with the former Soviet Union, like China, had a pistol chambered in 9x18mm Makarov in service since the 1950s.

All of these pistols are chambered in 9x18mm Makarov, but the designs are very different from the original Makarov pistol, or “PM,” used by the Soviets. What is similar between them, besides being chambered in 9x18mm Makarov, is that they share a similar blowback operating system and have common features like a double-action/single-action trigger, exposed hammer, fixed sights, external extractor, and the barrel fixed to the frame.

POLAND’S P-64

In Hungary and Poland, two countries that designed their own pistols for the 9x18mm cartridge, pistol designs were influenced by the Walther PP and PPK pistols. Walther pistols were used by German officers during WWII, and numerous examples were captured by the Soviet Army during that war. In fact, the Soviets occupied Zella-Mehlis in Germany, where the Walther factory was located, and the factory’s tooling and machines were disassembled and shipped back to the Soviet Union. Walther pistols clearly influenced pistol design and manufacturing in Poland and Hungary. Those made in Czechoslovakia look different than Walthers but they, too, share some design elements and function in a similar way.

In the 1950s, Poland's military held a service pistol design competition for a replacement service pistol, and the winning entry was from the Polish Institute for Artillery Research. Officially designated 9 mm pistolet wz. 1964, but more commonly called the P-64, this pistol was manufactured at the Łucznik Arms Factory in Radom, Poland. Outwardly it looks like a Walther PPK, but the P-64 has a unique disconnector, one very different from the Walther’s. In addition to the outward aesthetics, the similarities between the PPK and P-64 include a loaded chamber indicator at the rear of the slide that can felt and seen; the plastic grip panels form the pistol’s backstrap, the barrel fixed to the frame, and a thumb safety decocker. This compact pistol is known for a very heavy DA trigger pull.

The P-64 was officially replaced with the P-83 Wanad, but the P-64 still remains is service with some Polish Military units and police agencies. The Vietnam and Lebanese militaries also issued this pistol. Many P-64 pistols are on the market today and typically include the holster, cleaning rod, and extra magazine. See page 260 for full specifications and values.
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The P-64 was is use with Poland’s military from 1951 and is still in use today. This P-64 is shown with an original PM manual. In profile, the P-64 looks very similar to a Walther PPK, but the P-64 has a unique patented disconnector distinctly different from the Walther’s.
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According to the markings on the left side of the slide, this particular P-64 was manufactured in 1975.
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The similarities between the Walther PPK and P-64 include a loaded chamber indicator at the rear of the slide that can be felt and seen, and plastic grip panels that form the pistol’s backstrap.
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The magazine holds six rounds and has a finger rest built into the floor plate. Note the butt heel magazine release latch.

HUNGARY'S PA-63

During WWII, in the late 1940s, the FÉGARMY Arms Factory manufactured a variant of the Walther PP called the “48M.” After the war, Hungary came under Soviet influence and was required to adopt a sidearm chambered in 9x18mm; the PA-63 began production in 1963 and was produced through 1990. Similar to the Walther PP in design and function, the PA-63 is distinct due to a blued steel slide and polished aluminum frame. The two-tone finish actually makes the PA-63 less expensive to manufacture. It is still in use, especially with Hungarian Police.

The PA-63 is not as readily available as, say, the P-64, but, when encountered, they are typically in GOOD to VERY GOOD condition and will most likely come with an extra magazine. See page 196 for specifications and values.
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The Hungarian PA-63 has a distinctly different two-tone finish, unusual for a police sidearm. It features a blued steel slide and polished aluminum frame. Note the thumbrest on the plastic grip, something also not typically found on a service weapon.
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The last four digits of the serial number match those of the magazine, receiver, and slide. Matching serial numbers like these can add value to a surplus handgun.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S VZ 82

In 1983, the CZ 82, or Vz 82—“Vz” is the Czech abbreviation for “model”—was adopted by the Czech military. What makes this pistol unique is that it features a double-stack 12-round magazine; typical Eastern Bloc Makarovs use a single-stack magazine with either a six-, seven-, or eight-round capacity. Though the CZ 82 holds nearly twice the number of cartridges as similar firearms, it is still compact. Other unique features include an ambidextrous thumb safety—one of the first military pistols to have such an ambidextrous control—and a push-button magazine release located next where a right-hand shooter’s thumb would be when gripping the gun, on the grip, rather than the butt of the pistol. The CZ 82 also has a slide release located on the left side of the frame, something not typically found on a blowback pistol.

The CZ 82 was used by the Czech Republic, law enforcement in Israel, and North Korean, Slovakian, and Vietnamese militaries. It is the current sidearm of the Czech Army. CZ-USA imported the model chambered in .380 ACP and 9x18mm for a time in the 1990s. These models will not have the importer’s markings. Today, the CZ 82 is less common, with the models chambered in 9x18mm fetching a higher value compared to the .380 ACP models. Many were shipped with an ambidextrous leather holster. See page 187 for specifications and values.
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Many surplus handguns are resold on the commercial market with a holster, extra magazine, and cleaning rod.
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The CZ 82 was issued with an ambidextrous leather holster. Small pockets hold the barrel of the pistol in place so that both left- and right-handed soldiers can use the holster.
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The CZ 82 has a large beavertail, so users with larger hands are less likely to experience hammer and slide bite.
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The double-stack magazine of the CZ 82 holds 12 rounds, yet the pistol is still very compact.

POLAND’S P-83

The P-83 Wanad was developed in the late 1970s to replace the shortcomings of the P-64, specifically that firearm’s heavy double-action trigger pull, limited magazine capacity, heavy felt recoil, and expensive manufacturing process. The P-83 addressed all these shortcomings, including its problematic manufacturing expenses through the use of modern, cost-effective, welded sheet steel stampings. It was adopted in 1983, hence the model name. The commercial variant differs from the military model by featuring a rounded hammer, different sights, and has import roll marks on the left side of the slide that read “RADOM wz. P-83 9×18 POLAND Z.M. LUCZNIK.” Military models have markings in the same location that read “9mm P-83.”

The P-83 still sees limited use with the Polish military. This model is easily found, and many times it will include a holster, extra magazine, and cleaning rod. See page 260 for specifications and values.
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This P-83 Wanad pistol was manufactured in 1983. Note the date stamp toward the muzzle.
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Military models can be identified against by their small sights and spur hammer. Commercial models have different sights and a rounded hammer spur.
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The magazine has an eight-round capacity, two rounds more than the P-64. The grip is also longer than the P-64’s, so the firearm is easier to control.






Ruger Blackhawk

“Old Models” or “Three-Screw” Models

Covered here are the Blackhawk revolvers referred to as “Old Model” or “Three-Screw” Blackhawks, which were manufactured from 1955 through 1973. In 1973, a safety transfer bar was incorporated into the mechanism and the revolver was renamed New Model Blackhawk. These new models are also referred to as “Two-Screw” models. The “screw” is in reference to old Blackhawks having three screws in the frame. New Model Blackhawk models have two screws.









	Blackhawk “Flattop” (1955–1962)



	SERIAL NUMBER RANGE
	BARREL LENGTH
	TOTAL MANUFACTURING



	1–42,690
	4⅝
	27,200



	6½
	14,200



	10
	1,300





New Model Blackhawk revolvers have been produced from 1973 to present.

The first Blackhawk revolver, also referred to as a “Flattop,” was chambered in .357 Magnum and featured a 4 ⅝-inch barrel. The topstrap was flat, hence the nickname, and was equipped with an adjustable rear sight. They were blued and sported either checkered rubber grips or smooth walnut grips. Smooth walnut grips became standard around serial No. 30000. These Flattop models were produced from 1955 through 1962. During this production period, 6½-inch and 10-inch barreled variants were offered. Factory ivory and stag grips were also offered and add $2,000 and $600, respectively, to the value. See page 270 for specifications and values.

[image: image]

This is an example of a Ruger Blackhawk revolver chambered in .357 Magnum with a barrel length of 4⅝ inches. Finish is blue and grip are hard rubber fitted with the Blackhawk medallions. It was manufactured in 1955, the first year of production.

The Blackhawk .44 Magnum Flattop in the then-new .44 Magnum cartridge was introduced a year after the Blackhawk Flattop chambered in .357 Magnum. To handle the powerful. 44 Magnum cartridge, this revolver had a heavier frame and cylinder compared to its .357 Magnum predecessor. In 1959, a Super Blackhawk was introduced with a larger grip frame with a squared-off, Dragoon-style trigger guard. The Super Blackhawk was produced until 1972 and was offered with either a 6½- or 7½-inch barrel. The 6½-inch barrel variant is rare. See page 271 for specifications and values.

In 1962, the Blackhawk went through an engineering change, wherein the shape of the topstrap was changed from a flat design to one that was beefed up to protect the rear sight. The revolver was also offered in three additional calibers: .30 Carbine, .41 Magnum, and .45 Long Colt. A few revolvers in .357 Magnum, .41 Magnum, and .45 Long Colt were also produced with a brass grip frame. About six hundred brass grip models were manufactured in each caliber, except for the .41 Magnum models, for which only about sixty were produced. These brass frame models fetch a premium.

[image: image]

The Blackhawk Flattop .44 Magnum had a heavier frame and cylinder than the Blackhawk flattop chambered in .357 Magnum. The Blackhawk Flattop .44 Magnum preceded the Super Blackhawk. Note the fluted cylinder, rounded trigger guard, and smaller grip compared to the Super Blackhawk. Image courtesy Rock Island Auction
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