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INTRODUCTION


RADAR’S TEDDY BEAR


Do you have any idea what the name of Radar’s teddy bear was? The odds are pretty good you don’t know. I didn’t. To be honest, I never gave it much thought. Then, the question came up on my morning radio show in Cincinnati. Before we took the first call, we admitted we didn’t know the answer. We also emphatically stated that this was not a contest and there was no prize.


The phones exploded.


Each caller was certain that they knew the bear’s name. They were 100 percent positive that they were right, because they watched M*A*S*H and they remembered the characters referring to the teddy bear by name.


Fuzzy. Pookie. Roosevelt.


We logged eighty-seven different names before we stopped writing them down. The calls kept coming around the clock. First, it was people certain they knew the bear’s name. Then, they were calling to find out what the bear’s name really was. This went on for days. Any contest or phone topic we tried to do was preempted by calls about that bear. A week later, we went to host a movie premiere, and people kept coming up to ask about Radar’s bear. Then, we started getting calls from local TV stations and newspaper columnists. Everyone wanted to know the name of Radar’s teddy bear.


Finally, I contacted Larry Gelbart. He developed M*A*S*H for television, along with writing and directing many episodes. He confirmed what we had begun to suspect. Radar’s teddy bear did not have a name. We sighed with relief, figuring that it was finally over.


Two weeks later, a gentleman stopped by the station during the show. He told us that he had a friend who had a friend who had a friend, and he handed us a postcard. On the front was a scene from M*A*S*H, showing Radar hugging his teddy bear. On the back was the following message:


 


WARM 98 Gang,


My bear’s name was Tiger.


Sincerely,


Gary Burghoff


 


I’ve worked at a bunch of radio stations, many of which have huge budgets for promotional events. I’ve given away trips, cars, and cash. I’ve sent people to see Celine Dion, Shania Twain, and the Rolling Stones. Not one of those events ever garnered the word of mouth that this one trivia question did.


A similar thing has been happening on TV recently. When the Reality TV trend hit a few years ago, celebrities were found hosting prime-time game shows that, for all their glamour and glitz, were little more than trivia contests. The questions that seemed to generate the most interest were the ones about TV shows. Regis asked about Full House (what city was the setting?). On The Weakest Link, Anne Robinson asked about Green Acres (what was the name of the Ziffel’s pig?). I’ve even heard people argue over Phyllis and Rhoda (who left The Mary Tyler Moore Show first?).


Nielsen ratings consistently showed both Who Wants to Be a Millionaire and The Weakest Link as successes. Regis often placed two episodes in the top 5, while both programs routinely held four slots in the top 20. This was true even when they were reruns, by the way, proving there is a large interest in what these shows offer. And now, Regis returns during every sweeps period for special editions of his show, which is always a ratings’ bonanza for ABC.


More recent ratings’ winners are the current crop of reality programs. While Survivor’s appeal seems to be waning, Queer Eye for the Straight Guy, American Idol, and The Apprentice all seem to be generating the same kind of enthusiasm that grabbed audiences over twenty years ago, when everyone wanted to know who shot J. R.


Another new trend is the ever-increasing amount of television shows that are now appearing on DVD. There are the expected classics like The Andy Griffith Show, M*A*S*H, and Cheers, and fan-favorites like The X-Files, Friends, and Buffy the Vampire Slayer. There are also programs available from every age of television, including I Love Lucy, The Monkees, and Charlie’s Angels. Current programs are even making their way onto DVD, like Everybody Loves Raymond, Desperate Housewives, and Lost.


It’s not just that these shows are available; they’re selling! Every week, more and more series become available. And more and more people welcome those shows they love back into their homes, where they can spend time with them again and again, whenever they want.


We all have strong feelings about TV shows. We may not remember who shot Mr. Burns or J. R. We may not know the name of Gilligan’s boat or Frasier’s son. We might not even remember on which soap Joey Tribiani appeared. But we think we do. Why? We watch too much TV. We don’t just watch it; we become part of it. We care about these people and places that don’t really exist. The programs take us away from our hectic, crazy lives. And we are so grateful.


Sometimes, it’s only for thirty minutes, but a little break is better than none at all.


This escapism is evident even in the middle of summer, when reruns abound. On the threshold of political conventions, amid the ongoing war on terror and despite soaring gas prices, people tuned in night after night to cheer on Ken Jennings, the record-breaking champion on Jeopardy.


Every decade, TV trivia books hit the bookstores. Some focus on specific shows while others take a stab at a broader view. You Watch Too Much TV covers the total history of television in every section. It’s Jeopardy for the rest of us!


Not only are you certain to find your favorites in every category, but you’ll find many of them on every page! For example, the first chapter contains questions from the following programs: Ally McBeal, M*A*S*H, Cheers, Just Shoot Me, The X-Files, Taxi, Quantum Leap, The Brady Bunch, Seinfeld, and ER—and that’s only the first three pages. That chapter alone covers three decades! You Watch Too Much TV runs the gamut from The Honeymooners to Will and Grace, from You Bet Your Life to Last Comic Standing and from The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet to The Osbournes!


I have compiled one thousand questions, taken from years of radio contests, as well as from my own memory (I watch too much TV, too). The questions cover programs from television’s infancy to the latest programs, including Joey, CSI: New York, and Deadwood.


The categories are as varied as the programs, including sections on spin-offs, kill-offs, sign-offs, aliens, lawyers, doctors, cops, dates, weddings, and babies. There are sections about shocking revelations, cliffhangers, and catch phrases. There’s even a section about those “very special” episodes.


You Watch Too Much TV won’t solve the world’s problems. It won’t make you smarter, thinner, or sexier. But, like the many programs it features, it can help you forget about your problems, if only for a little while.


Just in case you were wondering, Full House was set in San Francisco. The Ziffel’s pig’s name was Arnold. Rhoda left The Mary Tyler Moore Show first, in 1974 (Phyllis left one year later). Kristen shot J. R. Maggie shot Mr. Burns. Gilligan’s boat was the SS Minnow. Frasier’s son’s name is Frederick. And Joey Tribiani appears on Days of Our Lives.


You probably already knew that. After all, You Watch Too Much TV.
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PILOTS


The pilot episode is the first episode of a television show. In that first thirty or sixty minutes, they have to introduce the cast and the premise, and at the same time entertain enough so you’ll come back next week. It’s fun to look back at the way the long-running shows began. Some have gone through cast changes. Others have shifted the focus of the show. And some have changed the show completely.


How much do you remember about those first episodes?


  1. Why did Ally quit her job and come to work for Cage and Fish on the first episode of Ally McBeal?


a. She was being sexually discriminated against


b. She was trying to get closer to Billy


c. She was trying to get closer to John


d. She was bored


  2. Why were Hawkeye and Trapper trying to raise money on the first episode of M*A*S*H?


a. To repair their still


b. To send Radar to Seoul


c. To send Ho Jon to college in the United States


d. To pay off Henry’s gambling debt


  3. Where was Diane headed when she showed up on the pilot of Cheers?


a. To the symphony


b. To a foreign film festival


c. To get married


d. To a poetry reading


  4. Who joined the staff of Blush magazine on the first episode of Just Shoot Me?


a. Elliot


b. Finch


c. Nina


d. Maya


  5. Why was Scully partnered with Mulder in the pilot of The X-Files?


a. She thought she was an abductee


b. To kill him


c. To discredit him


d. To destroy any evidence he compiled


  6. Whose first day on the job was part of the first episode of Taxi?


a. Latka’s


b. Alex’s


c. Louie’s


d. John’s


  7. Who did Sam leap into on the first episode of Quantum Leap?


a. Air Force pilot


b. Blind piano player


c. Lounge singer


d. Hollywood stuntman


  8. What was the name of the Brady girls’ cat, who only appeared in the pilot of The Brady Bunch?


a. Suzie


b. Fluffy


c. Tiger


d. Snowball


  9. What was the original name of Seinfeld, only used for the pilot?


a. The Jerry Show


b. The Seinfeld Chronicles


c. Seinfeld Saga


d. Seinfeld Stories


10. Who went on an interview to join a private practice on the first episode of ER?


a. Doug


b. Mark


c. Benton


d. Carter


11. What was the occasion for the party thrown for Murphy Brown on that show’s first episode?


a. Her return from having cosmetic surgery


b. Her return from being in prison for protecting a source


c. Her return from rehab


d. Her return from being held hostage in the Middle East


12. What was the name of the roommate that moved out, allowing Jack to move in on the first episode of Three’s Company?


a. Janet


b. Eleanor


c. Helen


d. Cindy


13. Where did Uncle Bill say he was going to send Buffy on the first episode of Family Affair?


a. Back to Terra Haute


b. To her aunt in Los Angeles


c. To her grandparents in Chicago


d. To boarding school in Switzerland


14. Who played the ship’s doctor, Dr. O’Neill, on the first episode of Love Boat?


a. Bernie Koppell


b. Robert Reed


c. Dick Van Patton


d. Abe Vigoda


15. Why did Rachel need a place to live on the first episode of Friends?


a. Lost her job


b. Left her fiancé at the altar


c. Lost her lease


d. Left her husband when he announced he was gay


16. Who was the first to be voted off the island on the first episode of Survivor?


a. Sonja Christopher


b. Sean Kenniff


c. B. B. Andersen


d. Stacey Stillman


17. How long had Paul and Jamie been married on the first episode of Mad About You?


a. Five weeks


b. Five months


c. Five years


d. They weren’t married, yet


18. What job was Mary Richards applying for on the pilot of The Mary Tyler Moore Show?


a. Head writer


b. Associate producer


c. Executive producer


d. Assistant news director


19. What was the first song WKRP played when they became a rock station in the first episode?


a. “Locomotive Breath” by Jethro Tull


b. “Kids Are Alright” by the Who


c. “Queen of the Forest” by Ted Nugent


d. “Lawyers, Guns and Money” by Warren Zevon


20. What job did Mimi apply for in the pilot of The Drew Carey Show?


a. Assistant personnel director


b. Perfume sprayer


c. Lingerie department manager


d. Cosmetician




ANSWERS


  1. a


  2. c


  3. c


  4. d


  5. c


  6. d


  7. a


  8. b


  9. b


10. b


11. c


12. b


13. d


14. c


15. b


16. a


17. b


18. b


19. c


20. d









[image: image]





“AND NO ONE CAN TALK TO A HORSE, OF COURSE”*


Pets have always been a big part of television. Sometimes, they were treated like a part of the family, as with the Flintstones’s beloved Dino, Tony Baretta’s cockatoo Fred, and Frasier’s dad’s terrier Eddie. Other times, the programs were built around the animals, like Lassie, Mr. Ed, and Flipper.


How much do you remember about these TV pets?


  1. What female movie star did Dino fall in love with on The Flintstones?


a. Rocka Welch


b. Sassie


c. Rock Beauty


d. Belle


  2. On 7th Heaven, where did the Camdens get Happy?


a. The pound


b. Annie’s parents


c. Moving neighbors


d. Stray that followed Simon home


  3. What was the name of the Munsters’s pet dragon, which lived under the stairs?


a. Rover


b. Fido


c. Spot


d. George


  4. What was Marcel’s (Ross’s monkey on Friends) favorite song?


a. “Jungle Love”


b. “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”


c. “The Macarena”


d. “Hakuna Matata”


  5. On The Andy Griffith Show, what was the name of the bloodhound Barney used to track down an escaped criminal?


a. Flash


b. Fearless


c. Blue


d. Duke


  6. Before Jamie and Paul moved in together, who owned Murray on Mad About You?


a. Paul


b. Jamie


c. Ira


d. Nat


  7. Which of their seven dogs do The Osbournes consider “the gay one”?


a. Minnie


b. Lola


c. Lulu


d. Martini


  8. Where did Sony’s alligator, Elvis, come from on Miami Vice?


a. Rescued from hotel pool


b. Retired University of Florida mascot


c. Wandered into police station


d. Escaped from local tourist attraction


  9. Where did Homer pick up Santa’s Little Helper on The Simpsons?


a. Parking lot outside a dog track


b. Parking lot outside a mall


c. Parking lot outside the fairgrounds


d. Parking lot outside the power plant


10. Who was Porter Ricks?


a. the father on Lassie


b. the father on Flipper


c. Rin Tin Tin’s owner


d. The man who sold Fred to Baretta


11. On Malcolm in the Middle, why did Craig pick Dewey to watch his cat Jellybean?


a. Francis was away at military school


b. Reese hated cats


c. Malcolm was allergic to cats


d. Jellybean liked Dewey the best


12. What pet did Arnold keep in his room on Diff’rent Strokes?


a. Hamster named Abraham


b. Tarantula named Abraham


c. Goldfish named Abraham


d. Guinea pig named Abraham


13. What kind of pet does Rory keep asking for on 8 Simple Rules for Dating My Teenage Daughter?


a. Dog


b. Pony


c. Monkey


d. Cheetah


14. How did Kramer kill Phil’s parrot Fredo on Seinfeld?


a. Hid a key in his food dish, which Fredo ate


b. Accidentally shot him with a crossbow


c. Let Newman’s cat out, who ate him


d. Forgot to feed him while Phil was away


15. What was the real name of the dog that played Grendel, the Steadman’s dog on thirtysomething?


a. Maxx


b. Mike


c. Mack


d. Murray


16. Who owned Arnold the pig on Green Acres?


a. Fred and Doris Ziffel


b. Sam Drucker


c. Mr. Haney


d. Eb Dawson


17. Who were Lassie’s original owners in the early years of the series?


a. the Martins


b. the Millers


c. Doc Weaver


d. Cully Wilson


18. Why did Rudy want to leave her fish Lamont’s funeral on The Cosby Show?


a. She was too sad


b. She wanted to go play with Bud


c. She wanted to watch TV


d. She wanted to eat lunch


19. What’s the name of J. D. and Turk’s stuffed dog on Scrubs?


a. Rally


b. Rowdy


c. Raunchy


d. Raleigh


20. Why did Kate want Drew’s dog Speedy to go to obedience school on The Drew Carey Show?


a. Couldn’t be housebroken


b. Wouldn’t stay off the bed


c. Didn’t like her


d. Didn’t respond to his own name




ANSWERS


  1. b


  2. a


  3. c


  4. b


  5. c


  6. a


  7. d


  8. b


  9. a


10. b


11. d


12. c


13. c


14. a


15. a


16. a


17. b


18. c


19. b


20. c





 


*from the theme song to Mr. Ed






[image: image]





“COME AND KNOCK ON OUR DOOR”*


Another important ingredient to storytelling is the wacky neighbor. This technique is almost exclusively used by sitcoms. Do you remember these strange but funny people next door?


  1. What did Rob and Laura Petrie’s neighbor, Jerry, do for a living on The Dick Van Dyke Show?


a. Doctor


b. Lawyer


c. Dentist


d. Mailman


  2. On Newhart, what did Kirk say his only shortcoming was?


a. Too good-looking


b. Compulsive liar


c. Lousy cook


d. Too old for Leslie


  3. On the pilot for Seinfeld, what was Michael Richards’s character’s name?


a. Cosmo


b. Kelsey


c. Kessler


d. Crane


  4. Where did Lenny and Squiggy work when Laverne and Shirley took place in Milwaukee?


a. Frank’s Pizza


b. Shotz Brewery


c. Cunningham Hardware


d. Milwaukee Bowl


  5. What kind of store did Ned Flanders open on The Simpsons?


a. Religious bookstore


b. Shop for left-handed people


c. Shop for near-sighted people


d. Starbucks


  6. Who tried to get Mary to move so they could have her apartment on the pilot of The Mary Tyler Moore Show?


a. Phyllis


b. Sue Ann


c. Ted


d. Rhoda


  7. Who did Gina say used to live in the apartment she got for Joey on Joey?


a. Nicholas Cage


b. Robert Deniro


c. Tom Cruise


d. Joe Pesci


  8. What was the name of Jack’s one-man show on Will and Grace?


a. A Night with Jack


b. Enough about Me, What Do You Think of Me?


c. Just Jack


d. Only Jack


  9. On Family Matters, what was Urkell’s first name?


a. Sean


b. Steve


c. Bill


d. Bob


10. On Bewitched, what was Gladys Kravitz’s husband’s name?


a. Artie


b. Arthur


c. Abner


d. Alan


11. What kind of housewarming present did Underhill give to Sam on Cheers when he took over the restaurant above the bar?


a. Bottle of wine


b. Doormat


c. Gift certificate to the restaurant


d. Card telling him never to come upstairs


12. On Three’s Company, what was Mr. Furley’s first name?


a. Barney


b. Warren


c. Ralph


d. Richie


13. Where in the city did Ralph Kramden’s upstairs neighbor Ed Norton work on The Honeymooners?


a. On telephone poles


b. On a city bus


c. In a city garbage truck


d. In the city’s sewers


14. How did Roger Healey discover the truth about Jeannie on I Dream of Jeannie?


a. Dr. Bellows told him


b. He rubbed her bottle while Tony was away and she popped out


c. He overheard Tony talking to Jeannie about using her powers


d. Jeannie’s sister showed him


15. After playing Roger Healey on I Dream of Jeannie, Bill Dailey appeared as airline pilot Howard Borden on what show?


a. The Bob Newhart Show


b. The Mary Tyler Moore Show


c. The Jeffersons


d. The San Pedro Beach Bums


16. Why did Arthur keep sneaking into the house of the new neighbor (Lou Ferrigno) on King of Queens?


a. To take pictures of him turning into the Hulk


b. To get autographs to sell on eBay


c. To try to get Lou to read his screenplay


d. To take back the astronaut pen


17. Who suggested Kip and Henry move into the same hotel where she lived on Bosom Buddies?
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