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  Foreword by Mike Krzyzewski


  
100 SEASONS OF DUKE BASKETBALL



  Just writing those words brings an incredible food of great memories for me. So many recollections of games won, games lost, great players, outstanding competition, and playing in the greatest venues in all of sports help shape my thoughts. I also think of the absolute privilege of coaching at Duke University and in the Atlantic Coast Conference.


  Most importantly, the relationships that develop as a result of being part of something bigger than one’s self are what make me emotional. The smiles, the tears, the hugs, the confident faces of accomplishment on and off the court mean so much more to me and to our Duke program than championships, game-winning baskets or won-loss records.


  No matter how many of those tangible things we accomplish—and that body of work has been sizeable in our first 99 years—the measure of achievement for our program will be determined by molding young men of whom we can be proud as representatives of Duke in the world, no matter what their chosen profession.


  Throughout my career, I’ve learned that coaching and teaching is best served at a place you love, at a place in which you believe, at a place that is in your heart. Duke. It has always been about Duke, for me, for our players, for everyone associated with our program, for the Cameron Crazies who provide us with the best home court advantage in the country, for the hundreds of thousands of Duke fans who support us every season.


  In celebration of the 100th season of Duke Basketball, I hope that we reconnect with the values that have made our program—OUR program—special: caring, collective responsibility, communication, trust and pride. It is that FIST of values—of five fingers—coming together as one that has made our program great—before my time and will no doubt continue past my time here.


  It was once written that D-U-K-E is the most feared four-letter word in college basketball. Whether or not that is true I don’t know. I do believe that the name Duke has become synonymous with consistent excellence. We truly


  The multitude of great coaches—Eddie Cameron, Vic Bubas, Bill Foster to name a few—and players like Bill Werber, Bill Mock, Ed Kofenberger, Dick Groat, Art Heyman, Jef Mullins, Jack Marin, Bob Verga, Mike Lewis, Randy Denton, Jim Spanarkel and Mike Gminski set the foundation for future stars. I’ve had the good fortune to coach the likes of Gene Banks, Johnny Dawkins, Mark Alarie, Tommy Amaker, Danny Ferry, Christian Laettner, Bobby Hurley, Grant Hill, Roshown McLeod, Trajan Langdon, Elton Brand, Chris Carrawell, Shane Battier, Jason Williams, Carlos Boozer, Mike Dunleavy, Chris Duhon, J.J. Redick and Shelden Willams—all All-America selections who’ve carried the torch in keeping Duke among the elite programs in the nation.


  Some of the achievements by Duke through the years are staggering: three national championships, 14 Final Four appearances (second all-time behind only UCLA’s 15), 1,731 victories all-time, 14 ACC championships, five Southern Conference championships, 25 final top 10 rankings, 96 weeks ranked as the nation’s No. 1 team, eight National Players of the Year (six since 1986), five National Defensive Players of the Year, 31 All-Americas and nine Academic All-Americas.


  But you know what is better than all those numbers? It is the sense of family that I feel and I hope every single player, coach and fan feels when Duke takes to the court. I know I feel a connection to the first players wearing the Trinity College uniforms as well as the coaches and players of every decade.


  Now entering my 25th year at Duke, I am truly honored to be a small part of Duke’s rich history. It is a history we should all cherish and appreciate as we move forward. And it is one that future Blue Devil teams will try to uphold.


  What follows is a chronicle of the highlights from our first 99 years. I hope you enjoy it and are as proud of Duke’s accomplishments as I am.
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  THE CENTENNIAL SEASON



  On a dreary, cold, rainy May morning in 2004, there is a lone figure working in empty Cameron Indoor Stadium. Luol Deng, a Duke freshman, second-team All-ACC, is practicing moves that he’s taking to the NBA.


  Five floors above, at the top of the Schwartz-Butters building, Mike Krzyzewski sits with a visitor. He is not happy. Only 90 minutes before, he had learned that his top recruit, slender point guard Shaun Livingston, called to say that he— like Deng—was placing his name in the 2004 NBA Draft.


  While neither player had hired an agent, and thus was eligible to play for Duke next year, the nation’s leading college coach did not expect to have either of them on his squad. It is possible that Duke, which just a month before had gone to its 10th Final Four in the previous 19 years, would play in a loaded ACC in 2005 with eight scholarship players.


  For years, including the dominating stretch from 1986-94, the Blue Devils were immune to attrition to the pros. That changed dramatically in 1999, when NCAA-finalist Duke lost two sophomores and a freshman to the NBA.


  Tree years later, three juniors left school early. Jason Williams did so with a degree. Carlos Boozer was within a few classes of becoming a Duke graduate. Mike Dunleavy, who left unexpectedly, had a year of school left and already had been named a co-captain for the 2002-03 team.


  But these latest defections were the most telling. In the summer of 2003, recruit Kris Humphries was released from his commitment to Duke after he and his father sought assurances from Coach K that the incoming freshman would be guaranteed playing time. He went to Minnesota and averaged 21.7 points and 10.1 rebounds—and left after one year for the NBA.


  Thus, the scholarship senior class of 2007 at Duke, which would have been Deng and Humphries, was gone. And the leading recruit, Livingston, didn’t play in college. The school which only six years before had never lost a player early to the NBA only got one year (Deng) out of a possible 12 from the trio.


  “It is not a good time for the collegiate game,’’ Krzyzewski said. “There are no borders. The NBA people, they have no rules. The pros can talk to the kids, the colleges can’t. All they see is the NBA.’’


  Later that month, a tournament run by Bob Gibbons played games in Cameron. The pro scouts were on hand. No college coaches were permitted to see the players perform. “It is not good for the NBA or us,’’ he said. “The pro game has become a culture. All the kids see are the names and colors of the pros. They know about the money. It’s intoxicating.’’


  The colleges, he said, “have to keep adjusting. To try to maintain what we’ve done, it’s difficult. It’s a very precarious route.’’


  Krzyzewski remained aware of the temptations. “There is something about now. We have to be able to resist now. This is a changing environment, and it’s eroding our game.’’


  He was concerned about the lack of communication. “You recruit guys and you’re not going to get them. In the college game, there’s now lots of attrition, and there is no desire to right that.’’


  Since the NCAA went to an expanded 64-team tournament field in 1985, no school has dominated the way Duke has. There have been the 11 Final Fours—Krzyzewski is 10-1 in regional finals—and four national championships since 1991. Duke also had a legitimate chance to win four more titles, in ‘86, ‘94, ‘99 and ‘04.


  There is no telling how successful the Blue Devils might have been had their leader always been healthy. Krzyzewski missed most of the ‘95 season following back surgery and exhaustion. He had hip replacements immediately after the ‘99 and ‘02 seasons, having coached both in extreme pain.
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  But he has pro duced teams that regularly have finished the sea son ranked No. 1, captured an un thinkable five consecutive championships in the highly competitive ACC, and began the 2005 season—the 100th for Duke basketball and his 25th as the coach of the Blue Devils—with a string of 148 consecutive weeks being rated in the To p 25.
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  Despite the premature loss of players, Krzyzewski was not changing his recruiting procedures. “We’ll still go after the best kids, good students who want to go to college. Not every player wants college, but the ones we go after will graduate if they come and remain for four years. We’ll maintain our principles. We won’t deviaThe from the things we do.’’


  Just how this plays out is yet to be determined. Krzyzewski is aware that there is no sympathy for Duke. “Football is different,’’ he said. “There are (far) fewer schools, and half of them believe they have a chance to win a national championship. In basketball there are over 300 schools, and most of them don’t have the goals we have. If we lose players to the NBA, they have no reason to care.’’


  Duke had the same goals for 2005 that it had every year— win the NCAA, with winning the ACC as a byproduct. This team featured several excellent players, among them senior Daniel Ewing, juniors J.J. Redick, Shelden Williams, Shavlik Randolph and Sean Dockery, and freshman DeMarcus Nelson. There were no scholarship sophomores.


  Half a decade later, Duke’s status as the nation’s top program is indisputable. ESPN.com’s Joe Lunardi compared what Duke has achieved under Krzyzewski to the UCLA dynasty of John Wooden, which occurred during the days when only league champs appeared in a 23-25 team field, all games were dictated by geography, and two wins put you in the Final Four.


  “Again, with all due respect to UCLA,’’ Lunardi wrote, “there are no Drakes (in the Final Four) on Duke’s list. My point is that there are ways to dominate in an era that transcend winning the last game. And what the Blue Devils have done under Mike Krzyzewski has been every bit as dominant as what the Bruins did under John Wooden.’’ In the dozen years that UCLA went to the Final Four, Wooden beat 15 different schools. In his 10 appearances, Coach K has beaten 34.


  The Duke numbers since the Age of Duke began in ‘86 are revealing:


  In that time, as Duke has gone to 11 Final Fours, so has the entire Southeastern Conference. The Big East has gone to seven; the Pac-10 six. The Blue Devils have been to more Final Fours than Conference USA, Atlantic 10, WAC and 22 other leagues combined. The other members of the ACC collectively have been as many times as Duke.


  In his 30 years, Coach K has coached teams that were ranked No. 1 in 163 games (144-19). He has coached unranked teams in 139 games, many in the first three years.


  Overall, Duke has been in 15 Final Fours and won 1,877 games, fourth all-time behind Kentucky, UNC and Kansas. After a century of basketball evolution, the school’s record of 81-25 in NCAA play was the nation’s best. There were eight National Players of the Year (six under Coach K); five National Defensive Players of the Year (for seven years); and 31 All-Americans (19 under Krzyzewski).
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  Krzyzewski had been National Coach of the Year nine times and had won 64 NCAA games, one behind Dean Smith’s record. Overall he had won 694 games, including at Army, and was sixth on the list of active coaches. All the others were at least seven years older.


  Despite the defections, Duke looked ahead to the 2005 season. In the season past, Duke recorded its eighth 30-victory season, all under Coach K. Seven of them have come since 1991 and a record four times (‘99-02) the Blue Devils finished ranked No. 1.


  The 2004 season began with a struggling 67-56 win over Detroit, after which the second-ranked Blue Devils played in the Alaska Shootout. They were unimpressive in beating Pacifc and Liberty and fell apart in the second half of the championship game against Purdue. Leading 39-33 at halftime, Duke was outscored 16-2 starting the last period and never led again. The Devils shot 38 percent and just five for 22 on three-pointers as the Boilermakers, behind Kenneth Lowe’s 22 points, won convincingly, 78-68. It was something of a trend for the season; only three of Duke’s losses came in games in which it trailed at halftime.


  The next game was at No. 5 Michigan State, and Krzyzewski addressed two critical areas— defense and rebounding. The Blue Devils did well in both. Duke shot better than 59 percent, dominated the boards, and won going away, 72-50. It was MSU’s worst home loss since Coach Tom Izzo had lifted his program to elite status. Not a single Spartan scored more than eight points.


  That win got the Blue Devils back on track. They went on to win the next 17 games, most of them blowouts. Included was an 89-61 win over ‘03 Final Four contestant Texas in Duke’s “home’’ game in Madison Square Garden. A sellout crowd of predominantly Duke fans watched in a game in which the Blue Devils handled the tickets. It was a financial bonanza as well as one of the best performances of the season, in which the veteran Longhorns (four returning starters) trailed by 19 at halftime as Duke shot 62 percent for the period and 57 percent for the game. J.J. Redick’s 20 points led six players in double figures.
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  Duke’s entry into ACC play included romps against Clemson (19 points), Virginia (22), N.C. State (19) and Wake Forest (12). In each case, the Blue Devils opened up significant halftime leads and won with ease. After going three for nine on threes against Clemson, Redick heated up in the next three league games to make 12 of 19 from beyond the arc.


  Playing at College Park, Duke won 68-60 over Maryland in the lowest-scoring game in the rivalry in 22 years. Redick was the offensive star again, getting 26 points, including five of six three-pointers. He also made all nine free throws, including four in the final minute after the Terps had rallied to within three points. The Blue Devils had their most dominating rebounding game, 49-34, including as many offensive boards (24) as Maryland had on defense.
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  Duke remained in the nation’s capital and crunched Georgetown, 85-66, three days later before the first sellout the Hoyas have had at the MCI Center. Again, there were a lot of Duke fans on hand. The shooting remained hot (56 percent) and Shelden Williams had his most dominant game with a career-high 26 points.


  [image: ]


  Returning home, Duke needed a critical three-pointer by Chris Duhon in the final 36 seconds to subdue stubborn Florida State, 56-49. Only Redick seemed able to score, getting 24 points. FSU sagged its defense around Williams, who did not take a single shot. The Seminoles dominated on the backboards, which would prove to be a trouble area for Duke in the last half of the season.


  In the first meeting with North Carolina, at Chapel Hill, the Blue Devils survived in overtime when Duhon went the length of the floor to score on a reverse layup with 6.5 seconds left for an 83-81 win. UNC tied it at the end of regulation on a three by Jawad Williams and again in the extra period on a three by Rashad McCants with 13 seconds left.


  After Duhon went end to end for the winner, UNC coach Roy Williams blamed a defensive mistake for letting the Duke captain go all the way. It was the first meeting between Williams and Krzyzewski since the former took the Carolina coaching job and left Kansas, which had ended Duke’s season in the Sweet 16 in 2003.


  Wins over Clemson and Virginia in Cameron ran the winning streak to 18 games before the Blue Devils stumbled against N.C. State at the raucous RBC Center. State made 12 straight free throws in the final 1:10 for the upset. The ‘Pack got superior performances from Marcus Melvin and Ilian Evtimov, a 6-7 sophomore who played the high post on offense and consistently drove around Williams for easy shots. State led by 10 points at halftime and controlled the tempo throughout. Redick (28 points) and Duhon (17) were the only offensive threats for the nation’s No. 1 team.


  In the next game, at Wake Forest, Redick went scoreless from the floor for the first time in his career. The team’s leading scorer had just two free throws as the Deacons won, 90-84, behind the play of freshman guard Chris Paul. In the final five minutes, Paul had a dozen of his 23 points. The Blue Devils led by 13 points in the last half, but faded badly down the stretch.
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  “They were just better than we were,’’ Gary Williams said, after Duke ended its losing ways with an 86-63 defeat of Maryland in Cameron. Redick rebounded from his subpar effort with 20 points and Williams added 18 points and 11 boards. The only problem, however, was rebounding. The Terps led 38-35 in what was becoming a trouble spot. In the next game, a 97-73 blitzing on Valparaiso, the Devils were outrebounded by six.


  Opponents actually got more rebounds in eight consecutive games, or until the semifinals of the ACC Tournament. In a couple of situations, it proved critical. Georgia Tech came into Cameron having lost 15 games in a row to Duke, and shocked the Blue Devils, 76-68, ending a 41-game home winning streak, longest in the nation. Tech blocked 11 shots and held Duke to 34 percent shooting.


  In the regular-season finale at home against North Carolina, Duke rallied behind freshman Deng, who came off the bench to score 25 points on 12-for-16 shooting. Duhon did a great job on defense in the second half against McCants, who had led the Tar Heels to a 33-30 intermission lead. With Duke ahead by three points in the closing seconds, Redick stole the ball when McCants lost it and clinched the win with two free throws with 2.7 seconds left to make it 70-65.


  The Devils headed to Greensboro seeking their sixth straight ACC Tournament crown. Behind the sensational play of Williams, they advanced to the finals by beating Virginia and Georgia Tech. Williams scored 47 points on 14-17 shooting and claimed 31 rebounds, including 18 offensive.
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  In the finals against Maryland, Duke appeared well on its way to another championship, forcing Gary Williams to take two timeouts within 20 seconds as the Devils led 77-65 with 4:58 left. They never scored another point in regulation. With guard John Gilchrist going wild, the Terps went on a 12-0 run. The tying point on a free throw with 20 seconds left came as Williams fouled out. Maryland led all the way in the extra period for the stunning 95-87 victory and G. Williams’s first ACC championship.


  The loss was costly although Duke was seeded No. 1, but placed in the Atlanta Region, rather than the East Rutherford Region, and meant the Devils were bracketed with Connecticut. Kentucky was the overall No. 1 seed and Duke was No. 2.


  The first two games were at Raleigh, where Duke blitzed Alabama State 95-61 and Seton Hall 90-62. Advancing to their seventh straight Sweet 16 in Atlanta, the Blue Devils faced Big Ten regular season champ Illinois. The question mark was Duhon’s ribs, banged up badly when he rammed into a camera support in the ACC Tournament. But Duhon was sensational on defense, shutting down Illinois star Deron Williams, and leading his team with a career-high 10 rebounds. It didn’t matter that he took just one shot; he handed out eight assists, and he showed disregard for his body by diving out of bounds for a loose ball. Duke won, 72-62.
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  Duke became the only No. 1 seed to advance to the Final Four by edging Xavier, 66-63. It was the school’s 14th Regional triumph, and the 10th for Krzyzewski against only a loss in 1998 to Kentucky. Two key plays by Deng produced the victory. With the score tied at 56, he rebounded a missed shot and passed to Redick, who hit a three that gave the Devils the lead for good. With 1:55 remaining, the freshman tapped in a Duhon miss to create a five-point lead.


  “I was so excited to see Deng make a couple of plays (on his own)," Krzyzewski said. “He’s only a freshman, and we’ve been creating plays for him, but those he did on his own.’’ Deng scored 19 points and was voted Most Outstanding Player in the Regional.
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  At the Alamodome in San Antonio, the Duke-UConn game was considered the championship battle, even though it came in the semifinal. The Huskies, who beat Duke for the title in ‘99, were led by Emeka Okafor, the nation’s most dominant player, and guard Ben Gordon.


  The most important people turned out to be the officials, who constantly blew their whistles, and virtually every play in the post was called a foul. Okafor got two personals in the first 3:09 and sat for the rest of the half. Krzyzewski left his big men, Williams and Shavlik Randolph, on the floor. They each collected a third foul before halftime.


  Duke led 41-34 despite missing six layups, one of them a breakaway. The Blue Devils trailed 15-4 after six minutes, but outscored UConn 37-19 the remainder of the period. In the second half, Okafor got just one more foul, while Williams and Randolph fouled out, which proved critical.


  The Devils led by nine at 59-50, and were still on top 75-67 with 3:15 to play when Randolph, sensational on 6-6 shooting, got his fifth against Okafor. Williams (15 points) fouled out with 5:04 left and Duke ahead, 70-62.


  With its two big men gone, Duke had nobody who could stop Okafor, although Nick Horvath fouled out trying. The three Blue Devil post defenders collected 15 fouls in 41 minutes.


  The Huskies went on a 12-0 run to take a four-point lead before Duhon hit a 40-footer at the buzzer to leave Duke a 79-78 loser. In that span, Deng missed two three-pointers. With four minutes left, he missed a one and one, and Okafor blocked his layup try. The winning goal came after Okafor missed a jumper, then grabbed the rebound out of Deng’s hands and made the layup for the 76-75 lead.


  It was a bitter ending to a 31-6 season that easily could have been better. But the record itself demonstrated Duke’s continuing Legacy of Achievement.
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  THE PLAYERS



  Following the scintillating overtime victory over North Carolina at Chapel Hill in the first coaching matchup against Roy Williams since his hiring as the Tar Heel coach, Mike Krzyzewski downplayed the coach versus coach theory prevalent among the media.


  “This is not about the coaches,’’ he said. “It is about the players. It is the players who make these programs, and we are fortunate enough to coach them.’’


  Duke’s dynastic program has featured some great coaches, notably Eddie Cameron, Vic Bubas, and now, for a quarter-century, Coach K. But it also has had an extraordinary list of superb players.


  There are 13 jerseys hanging from the Cameron rafters. There is one unusual theme, a bond among almost all of them. With the exception of Art Heyman, whose final year at Duke was 1963, all of them either remain connected to basketball, or made the sport their career.


  Consider the list:


  Dick Groat was the first, a two-time All-American in basketball and baseball. Although he played professionally in baseball for 14 years, he always at heart was a basketball player. A native of Swissvale, Pennsylvania, a Pittsburgh suburb, he has remained in that area his entire life. Groat has been the analyst on the Pittsburgh basketball network for almost 30 years.
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  Jef Mullins had Duke’s most successful professional career, most of it with the Golden State Warriors. Upon retirement, he spent a year in Duke sports administration, left to own an automobile firm in Cary, but returned to basketball as the coach at UNC-Charlotte. He remained there for 11 years, and, upon retirement, became an analyst on television.
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  Mike Gminski played 14 years in the NBA, later worked for the Charlotte Hornets and was an analyst on their radio network. He now works as the TV analyst for Fox Sports, which produces the ACC’s Sunday night games.
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  Bobby Hurley’s playing career ended after a devastating auto accident that nearly claimed his life. After recuperating, he returned to the NBA, but never recovered the quickness that had been his trademark. He became an owner of race horses, one of which ran in the 2002 Kentucky Derby. In 2003, Hurley got back into basketball, becoming a scout for the Philadelphia 76ers, whose president is another former Duke player, Billy King. Other Duke stars have been hampered in the pros by injury. Jason Williams missed the 2004 NBA season with the Chicago Bulls. He was fortunate to survive a motorcycle accident following his rookie campaign. Still recuperating, he hopes to return to the pros in the 2005 season.
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  Grant Hill, a five-time All-Star who has been Duke’s greatest performer in the NBA, has missed virtually all of the previous three seasons because of a variety of ankle and foot injuries. Now with Orlando, he has just now fully recovered after yet another major surgery.
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  Christian Laettner has been a pro since ‘92-93, but missed one season after tearing an Achilles’ tendon during a workout at Duke.
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  Danny Ferry played two years in Europe after graduating from Duke in ‘89, then 14 years in the NBA. He was a member of the 2003 champion San Antonio Spurs and now works for the team’s front office.
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  Johnny Dawkins played nine years in the pros, then returned to Duke. After a year in administration, when he also served as analyst on the basketball network, he became an assistant coach. He is currently the associate head coach for the Blue Devils.
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  Shane Battier is now playing for the Memphis Grizzlies. Heyman, who played two years with the New York Knicks after being selected No. 1 in the ‘63 NBA draft, lives in New York and owns a restaurant. He never has had any connection with basketball since he retired as a player.
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  Groat was the first Duke player to have his jersey retired. Appropriately, it occurred on May 1, 1952, before a baseball game against UNC. He was a star shortstop for the Blue Devils, who were No. 1 during the regular season and who played in the College World Series. Groat, who never played a game in the minor leagues, had a 14-year career in which he won a batting title, was the National League MVP, and captained World Series champs Pittsburgh and St. Louis. Although he played only a handful of games for Fort Wayne in the NBA, he considers himself “a retired basketball player.’’
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  Groat is the lone member of the retired-jersey club who did not play in the Atlantic Coast Conference. He averaged 25.2 points in ‘51 and 26.0 the next season. His831 points as a junior stood as the school record until Jason Williams broke it in 2001. The national player of the year in 1952, he set a Duke scoring mark with 48 points against Carolina in his home finale. That record stood for 37 years. Dick has co-owned a golf course in Ligonier, Pennsylvania, with former Pirates team-mate Jerry Lynch, for 37 years.
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  Heyman and Mullins were teammates during the Bubas era, when Duke went to its first Final Four. After initially committing to UNC, Heyman became the first Bubas recruit, one day after Vic had become the Blue Devils’ coach in May, 1959. In his three seasons of varsity play, Heyman was the most consistent scorer ever. He averaged 25.2, 25.3 and 24.9 points. His overall average of 25.1 remains the school record.


  Heyman led Duke to its initial Final Four in his senior season in 1963. He was the national player of the year, and in an extraordinary vote, was selected as the MVP of the Final Four even though Duke was defeated by Loyola of Chicago in the semifinals. At 6-5, he never was a great shooter, but he often retrieved his own missed shot for a basket. He averaged more than 10 rebounds every season, and is second—to Laettner—for the most free throw attempts (853) although he just had three seasons of eligibility. In his last home game, against UNC, Art had a career-high 40 points while collecting 24 rebounds.
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  Mullins, an inch shorter than Heyman, was a year behind him in school. He played in two Final Fours. He was a three-time All-ACC choice and twice made All-America. He won the ACC’s McKevlin award in 1964 as the league’s top athlete. Unlike his running mate, Mullins was a superb outside shooter, and his field goal percentage for his career was 51.5. He averaged more than 20 points every season, including 24.2 as a senior, when he led Duke to the NCAA championship game against UCLA.
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  His career scoring average of 21.9 is fourth all time. He scored 40 points in an NCAA game against Villanova, and played on the gold medal U.S. Olympic team in ‘64. As a pro, he was a five-time All-Star, led Golden State in scoring six of seven years, and was the first Duke player to be a member of an NBA champion when Golden State won in ‘75. Mullins had 13,017 points in the pros, most ever for a Duke player.


  Gminski graduated from high school after his junior year, which was good news for Duke, whose coaches were aware of the possibility and began recruiting him early. Even as the youngest player in the ACC, barely 17, he shot 51.5 percent from the floor as a rookie while averaging 15.3 points and 10.7 rebounds. His sophomore season, he starred as a young Duke team went all the way to the championship game, where it lost to Kentucky. He became a three-time All-ACC selection, three-time Academic All-American and was an All-American in 1980.


  Duke’s third all-time leading scorer with 2,323 points, the 6-11 Gminski shot 53 percent from the field and 79.1 percent at the foul line during his career. He averaged 19 points. He still holds the school record for career rebounds with 1,242 and the record for blocked shots with 345. And he graduated from college when he was just 20.


  Having lost a chance to recruit well because he was hired late after the 1980 season ended, Coach K did not figure out the process during his second year. He went after all the big names—and struck out. By the time 1982 came around, it was obvious that Duke needed to strike it rich, or the program, having just finished last in the ACC, would be in trouble. The staff reduced the number of prospects, and enhanced the intensity toward getting those it wanted.
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  The first to commit was Dawkins, a slender guard from the Washington, D.C., suburbs. It would turn out to be the most important catch of Krzyzewski’s career. Four years later, the Blue Devils won an NCAA record 37 games, finished No. 1 in the polls, and reached the title game against Louisville. The leader was Dawkins.


  He played that freshman year as a point guard. With four freshmen often starting, Duke again finished last and was trounced, 109-66, by Virginia in the opening round of the ACC Tournament. That was hardly the fault of the 6-2 Dawkins, who averaged 18.1 points while making half of his shots from the floor.


  That was just the beginning. As a sophomore, Dawkins moved over to shooting guard as the point was handled by freshman Tommy Amaker. Johnny averaged 19.4 and, more importantly, Duke improved from 11-17 to 24-10 and gained Krzyzewski’s initial NCAA bid. Except for 1995, when Coach K missed almost the entire ACC season because of a back problem and exhaustion, the Blue Devils have gone to the NCAAs every year.


  The big win in ‘84 was over No. 1 UNC in the ACC semifinals. The following season, with Dawkins leading the way, the team was 23-8 and posted the first winning record in ACC play since 1979. As a senior, Dawkins was fabulous. He averaged 20.2 points, shooting 54.9 percent from the floor and 81.2 at the foul line. He made All- ACC, ACC tournament MVP, NCAA East region MVP and was named national player of the year. He was Duke’s first two-time consensus All- American. He would finish his career with a school record 2,556 points, having led his team in scoring every season. Johnny scored in double figures in 129 of the 133 games in which he appeared. Selected 10th in the NBA draft, he played nine years professionally. He just completed his seventh year on the coaching staff.
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  Ferry probably was the second most important recruit ever. The son of the general manager of the Washington Bullets, he was heavily recruited by North Carolina after a top prep career. Considered the No. 1 high school player in the nation, when he chose the Blue Devils, it validated Krzyzewski’s recruiting capabilities.


  After serving as a valuable backup for the senior-dominated ‘86 team (Ferry made the winning basket against Kansas in the Final Four), he became the team’s leading scorer. He was second-team All-ACC as a sophomore, and in his junior year, he hiked his scoring average to 19.1 and made All-American while leading Duke to the Final Four.


  His senior season was his finest. He averaged 22.6 points as Duke again went to the Final Four. Ferry was national player of the year, All-American and winner of the ACC’s McKevlin award as top athlete. He established an ACC and school scoring record that still stands, making 23 of 26 shots at Miami en route to 58 points. Danny became the first player in ACC history to score more than 2,000 points, grab 1,000 rebounds and hand out 500 assists. His final totals were 2,155 points, 1,091 rebounds and 506 assists. Selected second in the pro draft, he played his first two years in Europe before joining the NBA. He retired after the 2003 season with the champion San Antonio Spurs.


  Duke basketball was now in high gear. The Blue Devils won back-to-back national championships, the only school to achieve that accomplishment since the NCAA field was expanded to 64 teams. In ‘92, when Duke made it back to back, three of the starters eventually would have their jerseys retired. That year they were senior Laettner, junior Hurley and sophomore Hill.
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  Laettner may have been the most hated player when Duke played on the road, but he also became the most successful performer in NCAA Tournament history. He started in four straight Final Fours. No other player in history ever has done that. What’s more, he was a major contributor every time. He made more critical shots than anybody ever in the postseason and is still the all-time scoring leader in tournament annals.


  As a freshman, Laettner thoroughly outplayed Georgetown’s Alonzo Mourning in the NCAA East Regional finals. As a sophomore, he made a jumper at the buzzer after a called play by Krzyzewski, throwing the inbounds pass to roommate Brian Davis and getting it back to upset Connecticut in the East finals. After losing to UNLV in the NCAA championship game, Duke returned to the Final Four again in ‘91 to face the unbeaten Rebels in the semifinals. Laettner made two free throws, capping a Blue Devil rally that produced the stunning 79-77 victory. He scored 28 points in that game, and came back with 18 more against Kansas in the title clash as Duke won its first crown. He was the Final Four MVP.


  In his senior year, Laettner was spectacular as the Blue Devils started the year No. 1 and never lost that position. He outplayed Shaquille O’Neal as Duke, without Hurley, beat LSU on the road to make it two straight over the Tigers and their mammoth center. Christian averaged 21.5 points, shot 57.5 percent and 81.5 percent from the foul line. He finished his career with 2,460 points and 1,149 rebounds, both second in school annals. He was a unanimous choice as national player and was the MVP of the ACC.
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