

[image: e9781461734765_cover.jpg]







$26.95 US

There’s nothing quite as controversial in American sports as college football’s national championship, making it common fodder for talk around the water cooler as well as loftier debates among professional journalists in the sports pages.Who’s #1? takes a comprehensive view of over a century of controversy, breaking teams down into one three categories: perennial powers, such as USC, Notre Dame, Alabama, and Texas; contenders, like Tennessee and Georgia Tech; and former greats such as Army, Navy, and Yale.

 


Sports journalist Christopher J. Walsh recounts “a century of issues,” starting with the early dominance of eastern schools in the polls, perhaps unfairly so because western colleges were limited in travel and rarely played them. He next describes the ten most controversial championships, including the year (1936) that one sportswriter amusingly proclaimed Slippery Rock the national champion by virtue of its six degrees of separation from the consensus national champion, Minnesota. Stirring up a little controversy himself, Walsh also speculates as to who’s #1 of all time—that is, who has had the best football program over the course of the last 100 years.

 


Walsh concludes with some thoughts on the future of the current system for determining the national champion, the BCS, and explains why we’re not likely to see an alternative for quite some time. A comprehensive appendix lists not only consensus national champions but also year-end AP, USA Today, and BCS final standings, as well as first-team All-Americans and inductees into the College Football Hall of Fame.
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To men and women of conviction like Pat Tillman,
 and everything they stood for.





“I chose not to be a common man,
 because it is my right to be uncommon, if I can.”

FLOYD LITTLE, Syracuse University
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Introduction

THERE IS something to be said for wanting to be the best at something.

About sacrificing to achieve, having the hunger and determination to persevere, and being rewarded with an accomplishment that no one can ever take away.

We love and celebrate our champions. We like to think they represent the best of ourselves, mark our accomplishments, and keep us striving for more.

To borrow the words of a football legend at another level, John Madden, “The only yardstick for success our society has is being a champion. No one remembers anything else.”

It’s therefore curious that there’s nothing in American sports quite as controversial as college football’s national championship, including the recently establishment-mandated Bowl Championships Series. This year, like just about every other year, the debate goes on about who should be the true national champion, and/or which teams should play for the all but mythical title.

Although the National Collegiate Athletic Association has never proclaimed a champion in Division I football, numerous others have done so since the first game between Princeton and Rutgers was played in 1869. Consequently, in only a handful of years has there been a clear-cut, undisputed champion like Yale in 1909 and Texas in 2005 (Note: Unless specifically stated otherwise, the years mentioned throughout this book relate to the season and not the bowl game. So even though Texas won the Rose Bowl in January 2006, it captured the 2005 national championship. Also, for simplicity, all rankings are from the Associated Press poll unless otherwise noted). Some seasons, four, five or even six schools have been named national champion by at least one ranking service or organization, leading to endless speculation, argumentation, and all-out second-guessing.

How is it that Arizona State, Nebraska, Notre Dame, Ohio State and Texas could all claim a share of the 1970 national championship 20 years after Kentucky, Oklahoma, Princeton and Tennessee could do likewise? Why is it that after so many years we’re still experiencing split national titles and hearing regular complaints that the system isn’t fair? Why has the Bowl Championship Series had as many failures as successes?

The list goes on and on, and while proponents of the system will argue that the lack of a true playoff makes college football unique, and garnishes extra attention year-round, others simply wonder how something as simple as a championship became so convoluted and complicated.

“Is it one guy, like the Wizard of Oz kind of thing?” Southern California coach Pete Carroll asked at a 2006 Rose Bowl press conference. However, he also once admitted that: “The fact that there’s a controversy going on makes it all that much more interesting.”

Although the NCAA declares annual champions in 88 sports, Division I-A (now known as the Football Bowl Subdivision) football is the only college title not definitively settled on the field through a tournament of some sort. Even Division I-AA (recently renamed the Football Championship Subdivision), Division II, and Division III football have season-concluding playoff systems. While the lack of an official declaration may help keep college football in the forefront of the American sports scene, it frequently creates as many questions as answers, if not more.

How this came to be is not easily explainable, but its continued lack of cohesion is clearly the result of one simple thing, money. Those who have it, and thus control the sport, don’t want to give it up or share with those who don’t.

But more about that later.

In the meantime, the NCAA continues to inch closer to a potential playoff while the process provokes everything from criticism and frustration to downright scorn, and the debate is far from reaching any sort of final resolution.

This is an effort to define, explain and fuel the discussion process, in addition to examining the BCS as a whole. While it will trace the history and evolution of college football championships, while focusing on the controversies, the aim is also to celebrate the game as a whole, both its individuals and teams, on and off the field. That goes for the champions as well as the spoilers, like Texas Christian in 1961, which finished 3-5-2, but tied No. 2 Ohio State (7-7), and beat No. 3 Texas (6-0), to ruin otherwise perfect seasons.

Perhaps no chance meeting explains college football better than the one Paul Bunker had in the Philippines, years after he played for Army and scored two touchdowns against rival Navy in 1902. It was when he ran into Navy back Ralph Strassburger, who had been on the losing end of that game.

“I hate you,” Strassburger said. “Let’s have a drink.”

But before moving on to explore the teams and seasons which have left their mark over the years, homage must first paid to the coaches and the most important people in college football, the players themselves. What better way to do so than with a glimpse at a few of the sport’s true characters, including some the brief biographies of those enshrined at the College Football Hall of Fame in South Bend, Indiana.

For example, did you know that when he wasn’t coaching college football, John Heisman was a Shakespearean actor? Years later, Notre Dame had a standout halfback named William Shakespeare. Naturally, his teammates called him “The Bard.” He excelled in special teams, set school career punting records, and went on to win four battle stars and the Bronze Star during World War II.

Northwestern end Edgar Manske (1931–33), nicknamed “Eggs,” was the last man to play football without a helmet. His wife, the former Jane Fauntz, was a beauty queen and a medal winner in Olympic diving.

In 1934, the key game in Minnesota’s national championship was against Pittsburgh. With time running out, the Golden Gophers had fourth down with four yards to go at the Pitt 17-yard line, when back Pug Lund took a lateral and instead of trying to gain the yards himself threw to end Bob Tenner for a touchdown and 13-7 victory.

“He was our spark plug,” Coach Bernie Bierman said of Lund, considered an even better blocker than ball carrier. “He was battered and broken up, teeth knocked out, finger amputated, thumb broken, and through all that he carried on. Our opponents might break him in two, but they couldn’t stop him.”

Forrest Behm Jr. was badly burned in a brush fire when he was 5 years old and doctors wanted to amputate a leg. His father refused and with the parents’ help he slowly regained use of all his muscles. In 1940, Behm was a tackle on Nebraska’s Rose Bowl team, in addition to class president, ROTC Cadet Colonel, honor student, member of the college choir, and a recipient of a Harvard Fellowship for graduate study.

Alvin Wistert was a high school dropout who served in the Marines during World War II before entering college. He enrolled at Boston University and after a year transferred to Michigan, where he helped the Wolverines win three Big Ten titles and at age 33 became the oldest player named an All-American. Wistert and his brothers, Albert and Francis “Whitey,” are all enshrined in the College Football Hall of Fame.

After enrolling at Notre Dame, quarterback Joe Theismann (pronounced THEES-MAN) was convinced by the sports information department to change the pronunciation of his last name to sound similar to the award he hoped to someday win, the Heisman Trophy. He compiled a 20-3-2 record while throwing for 4,411 yards and 31 touchdowns, set school records for passing yards in a game (526), in a season (2,429), and touchdowns in a season (16)—and as a senior, with the school promoting him as “Theismann, as in Heisman!” finished second in the balloting to Stanford’s Jim Plunkett.

(FYI, Theismann went on to spurn the Miami Dolphins, who had selected him in the fourth round of the 1971 National Football League draft, with the Minnesota Twins also selecting him in baseball, to play for the Toronto Argonauts of the Canadian Football League. After the Washington Redskins secured his rights in 1974, he finally played in the NFL and led a Super Bowl victory against the Dolphins before eventually becoming a football commentator on television. He also once said: “Nobody in the game of football should be called a genius. A genius is somebody like Norman Einstein.”)

Tackle Marvin Powell helped Southern California win the 1974 national championship, played professionally for 11 years, secured a law degree, wrote a newspaper column, and was elected president of the players’ union. In an interview for a Southern California alumni publication, Powell said: “I was never afraid to set a lofty goal and then go for it. I didn’t care what anybody thought. My father always encouraged me to shoot for everything. The key is striving to achieve a goal. If you fall short, so what? At least you went for it. As long as you want it and are willing to sacrifice for it, it doesn’t matter whether you get there.”

Other college football players and coaches obviously made much more significant contributions and sacrifices by also serving in the armed forces.

Joe Thompson was 18 when his parents moved from Ireland to the United States, and his football career began at Geneva College. While studying law at Pitt he helped the Panthers record their first undefeated season, 10-0, in 1904, and four years later took over the coaching duties (30-14-2). His 1910 team finished 9-0 and didn’t yield a point. Thompson fought in Mexico and World War I, and while serving in France earned the Congressional Medal of Honor.

“Memphis Bill” Mallory, an All-American fullback who played at Yale from 1921-23, became an Air Force intelligence officer and rose to the rank of major during World War II. He devised “Operation Mallory,” which was a tactical plan to cut 22 of 24 bridges spanning the Po River in Lombardy, thus helping to cut German supply lines into Italy. On his way home for discharge, Mallory was killed in 1945 when his plane crashed while taking off in Italy.

Florida coach James Van Fleet returned from World War I, where he had been wounded, with two Silver Stars and led the Gators to two winning seasons of 6-1-2 and 6-2-2. He returned to the military, and while in command of the 8th Infantry Regiment it spearheaded the landing of the 4th Infantry Division at Utah Beach on D-Day, June 6. He also led a division that relieved the Allies at the Battle of the Bulge, the last major offensive by the Germans in World War II, and was appointed Commanding General of the Eighth Army and United Nations troops in Korea (and drove the Chinese Army north until he was ordered to stop in hopes of an armistice).

Thomas Harmon won the Heisman Trophy while playing tailback, defensive back, kicker and punter, and was featured on the cover of Life magazine with the headline: “Michigan’s Great Harmon.” Against Cal in 1940, he returned the opening kickoff for a touchdown, returned a punt for a touchdown, ran in two more and passed for another for a 41-0 victory. He even successfully avoided a drunken fan who ran out of the stands and tried to tackle him on his 86-yard touchdown run. Harmon also eluded Pacific enemy forces after he was shot down and listed as missing twice during World War II. He won the Silver Star and Purple Heart before a short professional career with the Los Angeles Rams and a much longer stint as a sportscaster.

The playing career of Michigan halfback Bob Chappuis surrounded his time as a gunner in an Army B-25. On February 13, 1945, his bomber was shot down behind the German lines, and he parachuted into the Po Valley near Florence, Italy. An Italian family sympathetic to the Allies found him and hid him in their attic. At one point the German command moved its headquarters into the house next door, but Chappuis was never discovered and eventually freed when Allied troops liberated the town. He made several trips back to Italy to visit the family that saved him.

In October 1967, in dense jungle 40 miles northwest of Saigon, Major Don Holleder, a former All-American end at Army, was operations officer for a brigade of the First Infantry Division. When troops were ambushed by the Viet Cong, he went to their aid and while hacking a clearing for medical helicopters was killed by enemy machine-gun fire. Described an Army medic who was a witness: “What an officer. He went ahead of us, running in the point position.”

Don Whitmire was an All-American tackle at Alabama and Navy, but as a rear-admiral directed the evacuation of Saigon at the end of the Vietnam War in 1975.

“Football taught me the virtue of team play and enhanced my leadership qualities,” he said after being voted into the College Football Hall of Fame. “These traits have been most valuable in my Navy career. Football taught me to take hard knocks and come up fighting.”

There are equally inspirational stories away from the military theaters as well.

In 1913, Fred “Duke” Slater told his father, a minister, that he wanted to quit high school to get a job. So his father got him one cutting ice on the Mississippi River. Not surprisingly, Slater quickly changed his mind. He eventually became an All-American tackle at Iowa, and in 1921 the Hawkeyes finished 7-0 including a 10-7 victory against Notre Dame. Slater played pro football with the Chicago Cardinals, but during the off-seasons earned his law degree. He was one of five starters from the 1921 Iowa team to become a lawyer and eventually named a Superior Court judge in Chicago.

Mal Stevens was a quarterback at Washburn College (1919–21) before joining Yale in 1923, and as a halfback contributed to an 8-0 season and corresponding scoring advantage of 230-38. At age 28, he was the youngest head coach at a major school in 1928, and three years later the younger president in the history of the American Coaches Association. Stevens coached at Yale through 1933, New York University from 1938–41, and in 1946 was the head coach of the Brooklyn Dodgers for a season. Stevens also obtained his medical degree at Yale and while coaching taught orthopedic surgery. The bone specialist rose to the rank of commander in the naval medical corps, served 13 years as a director of the Sister Kenny Foundation for Polio, and was a founder of the Aspen (Colorado) Medical Center.

In 1937, Colorado’s Byron “Whizzer” White led the nation in scoring, rushing, total offense and all-purpose running. He averaged 246 yards a game in all-purpose running, a record until 1988. He was a Rhodes Scholar who studied at Oxford University in England in 1939, played professional football and at one point led the NFL in rushing, served in the Navy during World War II, and studied law at Yale, graduating first in his class in 1946. In 1962, White was appointed to the United States Supreme Court.

Boston College end George Kerr (1938-40) was known as the “Righteous Reject” and excelled as a guard despite his 155-pound frame. In addition to leading the Eagles to a 26-3-2 record during his three years including a victory against Tennessee in the Sugar Bowl, Kerr graduated at the top of his class. He subsequently entered the seminary and was ordained in 1945. Named a Domestic Prelate with the title of Right Reverend Monsignor of Pope Paul in 1964, Kerr served as chaplain of the Massachusetts House of Representatives for 25 years. His legacy also included years of work with the Boston Association for Retarded Citizens and inner-city education.

Quarterback Joe Kapp led Cal to a Rose Bowl appearance and finished fifth in 1958 Heisman Trophy voting, but had even greater success with his philanthropic endeavors, especially the National Hispanic Scholarship Fund. In 1993, the City of Hope selected Kapp as its Sportsman of the Year and presented him with its prestigious “Spirit of Life” award.

Stanford end Bill McColl (1949–51) was a two-time All-American who was a standout with the Chicago Bears when he decided to retire to Korea, where the doctor dedicated himself to helping lepers and deformed children.

Penn State defensive tackle Mike Reid won the Outland Trophy in 1969, but was also a talented musician. After retiring from pro football, including two Pro Bowl appearances for the Cincinnati Bengals, he moved to Nashville to concentrate on music, and in 1983 received a Grammy Award for his composition “Stranger In My House.” The following year he was named Cash Box Magazine’s “Songwriter of the Year” and in 1985 voted “Country Songwriter of the Year.”

Notre Dame defensive end Alan Page went on to be the first defensive player to win the NFL’s Most Valuable Player award, but also obtained a law degree at Minnesota. After his playing career concluded, Page became the assistant attorney general of Minnesota and in 1992 was elected to the state supreme court. In part due to his efforts to promote education with minority students, the NCAA presented him with its Silver Anniversary Award in 1991, and Sports Illustrated, in its “Amazing Americans” special edition in 1992, call him “a symbol of the best the world of sports can produce—a leader whose efforts and example have worthy impact beyond the athletic arena.”

Perhaps it’s only fitting that someone from Southern California found comparable success in Hollywood. Guard Aaron Rosenberg was known for motivating the highly-successful Trojans during the early 1930s, and gave the same effort as a director and producer. His box office hits included The Glenn Miller Story, The Benny Goodman Story, and Mutiny on the Bounty. In similar fashion, Trojans quarterback Irvine “Cotton” Warburton won an Oscar for film editing on Mary Poppins.

There have also been those who didn’t necessarily enjoy the limelight, like Pitt’s Hugh Green, the first defensive end to win the Maxwell Award, the Walter Camp Foundation’s Player of the Year, and the Sporting News Player of the Year, and was a Heisman Trophy runner-up. When his football days ended, he simply returned to Natchez, Mississippi, and operated a farm.

Wisconsin standout Patrick John O’Dea was a highly-regarded rugby player in Australia before moving to the United States in 1896. Following his playing career, he briefly coached Notre Dame (14-4-2), Missouri and Stanford. He disappeared and was presumed dead in 1917, only to be discovered in 1934 in Westwood, California, using the assumed name Clarence Mitchell.

“I was tired of the football fame,” he said.

Imagine a former Notre Dame coach attempting to do that today.

Those are just a handful of some of the unique individuals who participated in the sport at its highest level, and there are countless others. What follows are the teams and more than 100 years of arguments that continue to be heard long after those players left the locker rooms and playing fields across the country.

While the context of the disputes have changed as much as the game—in the early 1900s football had two 35-minute periods, a field goal was worth four points, a touchdown only five, the field was 110 yards, and there was no fourth down—college football’s fueling passion has only intensified over time.

“Who’s #1?” If only there was a simple answer to that question. . . .





PART I

How Champions Have Been Named

THE FIRST year that college football was played, 1869, there were only two teams in existence, and they played twice. Rutgers defeated Princeton 6-4, and in a rematch

Princeton beat Rutgers 8-0. Years later, three services retroactively named Princeton the national champion, with one splitting the title between both schools (“Everyone’s a winner!”). Thus, hindsight provided the first controversial title.

Although schools would occasionally self-proclaim themselves champions in general, or regional champions, etc., the notion of a national title really didn’t begin to take hold until the 1920s, when college football really started to grow exponentially in popularity and the pool of teams went from single digits to 100-plus.

The first All-American team was named in 1889, while the first conference, which would eventually become known as the Big Ten, played its first organized season in 1896 (won by Wisconsin).

At the time, football was essentially a hybrid of rugby and soccer, only incredibly brutal. There was no neutral zone between teams at the line of scrimmage and few limits to what linemen could do to opposing players, or for that matter their own players as ball carriers could be picked up and thrown over the line. Gang tackling was the norm and, though extremely dangerous, most teams utilized the “Flying Wedge” formation in which teammates would link together—sometimes using a special belt equipped with handles—to form a “v” and charge into the opposition.

In 1905 alone, college football was credited with 18 deaths and 149 serious injuries. With the game at a crossroad and close to being banned, President Theodore Roosevelt, himself a fan of the sport, stepped in and during two White House conferences with collegiate athletic leaders made it clear that football would either be reformed or abolished.

Supposedly what prompted Roosevelt to step in was a newspaper photograph of Swarthmore guard Robert “Tiny” Maxwell, whose face was a bloodied mess after a game against Penn. Although team captain Robert Torrey was playing opposite Maxwell, Penn felt if it stopped Maxwell it could finish the season undefeated, and consequently double- and triple-teamed him throughout the game. Penn won 11-4, and later claimed the national championship, but football was never the same again.

In December of that year, Chancellor Henry M. MacCracken of New York University headed a meeting of 13 schools to initiate changes. It eventually led to the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the United States (IAAUS), founded by 62 members. Within four years, it morphed into both a much stronger organization and different name, and thus the National Collegiate Athletic Association was born.

While the NCAA was able to organize, standardize and regulate the sport, it began the long (and continuing) struggle to enforce rules and curtail ringers, professionalism and rampant accusations of cheating. Despite its efforts, which wavered over the years, this era of bad feelings would have repercussions that are still seen and felt today.

For example, in 1906 Alabama’s J.W.H. “Doc” Pollard unveiled a maneuver never seen before in the South against rival Auburn. His team had been secretly practicing the “Military Shift” (which he learned at Dartmouth and was described as every player except the center lining up on the line of scrimmage and joining hands, but then turning right or left to form an unbalanced line) and used it to record a 10-0 victory. Auburn coach Mike Donahue, who was generally known for his favorable demeanor, was so upset that he threatened to cancel the series. A year later, with the two schools also in dispute over expense money and referees, Pollard came up with another unique scheme, the “Varsity Two-Step” (which essentially was a much-more confusing version of the Military Shift) and used it to score the necessary touchdown for a 6-6 tie.

Alabama and Auburn, even though they were in the same state, and would play in the same conferences, refused to meet again until 1948, and still over the objections of Alabama and coach Frank Thomas. Not only did the Crimson Tide believe nothing could be gained by playing an inferior opponent that had never finished better than third in the Southeastern Conference since its inaugural season in 1933, but argued that brawls and other problems at rivalry games in Texas, Minnesota, Louisiana, Georgia, South Carolina, Maryland, Kansas and Tennessee made it undesirable. “We hazard nothing in saying that the game would not make a single constructive contribution to education in the state,” the school’s report from the Committee on Physical Education and Athletics argued. “The fundamental question is: Do the people of Alabama need a tranquil, sane kind of athletics in their two major institutions, or an irrational rabid kind?”

When state representatives threatened to hold back funding to both schools if they didn’t annually meet on the football field, students gathered in Birmingham to bury a symbolic hatchet at Woodrow Wilson Park. On December 4, 1948, Alabama crushed Auburn 55-0, and the Tigers got even the following year, 14-13. The “Iron Bowl,” which for years was played in Birmingham, is still considered one of college football’s most fierce and intense rivalries.

By 1912, the specifics of the game itself, including points for scores, size of the field, and penalties etc., were uniform nationwide, but one crucial mandate the NCAA never handed down was how its Division I champion would be determined. Due to geographical limitations, with teams traveling by train, football was a mostly regional sport with cross-country contests rarely played. But with football continuing to grow at an alarming rate (an estimated 120,000 fans attended the Southern California vs. Notre Dame game at Chicago’s Soldier Field in 1927), and campuses beginning to construct massive permanent stadiums in an effort to meet demand, it was only a matter of time before the game took its next steps.


The Rose Bowl

The first Tournament of Roses celebration was held in 1890 by members of Pasadena’s Valley Hunt Club, who were mostly transplanted residents from the East and Midwest eager to showcase their new home’s amazing year-round mild climate.

“In New York, people are buried in snow,” Professor Charles F. Holder announced at a club meeting. “Here our flowers are blooming and our oranges are about to bear. Let’s hold a festival to tell the world about our paradise.”

However, that didn’t necessarily translate immediately into hosting what became known as “The Granddaddy of Them All.”

Initially, the attractions on the town lot (re-named Tournament Park in 1900) included ostrich races, bronco busting demonstrations and a race between a camel and an elephant (the elephant won). Reviewing stands were built along the parade route, and Eastern newspapers began to take notice. In 1895, the Tournament of Roses Association was formed to take charge of the festival, which had grown too large for the Valley Hunt Club to handle.

In 1902, the Tournament of Roses decided to host the first-ever postseason college football game, and nearby Stanford (3-1-2)—which included guard W. K. Roosevelt, second cousin of Theodore Roosevelt, who played despite a bone fracture in his leg—accepted an invitation to face Midwest powerhouse Michigan, which had compiled an impressive 10-0 record without giving up a single point. The game wasn’t close as fullback Neil Snow scored five touchdowns and Fielding Yost’s “Point-A-Minute” team crushed Stanford, 49-0, to finish the season with a scoring advantage of 555-0.

Unfortunately, the lopsided outcome, in addition to stampeding fans, temporarily soured organizers on football, and in 1903 they tried polo instead, which attracted only 2,000 people. That was followed by Ben-Hur-style chariot races, which remained the feature draw for 11 years. However, when the horses drew only 25,000 in 1915 and interest had clearly wavered, football was brought back, with organizers pairing Washington State against Brown for another exhibition.

In front of 7,000 fans, Carl Dietz, Benton Bangs and Ralph Boone combined for 289 yards as the Cougars won 14-0, in part due to a lackluster effort from the East Coast team. “We were over-confident and took the game as a lark, even attending the Rose Parade first,” guard Wallace Wade said.

When Oregon (6-0-1) faced Penn (7-2-1) the following year, it attracted 26,000 fans, but a 14-0 upset put a big dent in the notion that East Coast football was vastly superior to that being played in the rest of the country (which would be supported later on by ranking services after retroactively applying their formulas to the previous years).

It helped open the door in 1917 to the first invitation issued to a Southern team as John Heisman’s Georgia Tech squad finished 9-0, and outscored opponents 491-17. But instead of heading to Pasadena, the Tech players voted to decline so they could enroll into the military sooner.

With the game firmly established, its importance began to significantly grow after World War I, which officially ended with the Treaty of Versailles in June 1919, months before Harvard defeated Oregon 7-6 on Arnold Horween’s extra point following a 13-yard touchdown run by Fred Church. William L. Leishman, the tournament’s president in 1920, began the drive for a stadium similar to the Yale Bowl to be built in Pasadena’s Arroyo Seco area, seating 57,000 and for a cost of $272,198.

Any doubt regarding the game’s popularity was erased by the 1921 game, which drew a crowd of 42,000. In a matchup of unbeatens, California’s “Wonder Team” coached by Andy Smith, defeated Ohio State and All-American Pete Stinchcomb, 28-0. Cal returned a year later still undefeated, but was outplayed by Washington & Lee with no completed passes and 49 rushing yards, only to salvage a 0-0 tie.

On January 1, 1923, 52,000 fans saw Southern California defeat Penn State, 14-3, and coaches “Gloomy Gus” Henderson and Hugo Bezdek nearly get into a fight after the Nittany Lions arrived late to the new stadium, dubbed the “Rose Bowl.” The following year, Navy completed its first 14 passes only to see Washington come back and force a 14-14 tie.

By this point, the Rose Bowl was becoming synonymous with the best college football had to offer, which would soon be copied with the creation of the Sugar Bowl and Orange Bowl (both in 1935) and the Cotton Bowl (1937). The 1925 game, in particular, had the most hype yet with the Four Horsemen’s final ride for Notre Dame (9-0), which was matched against Stanford (7-0-1). Among the numerous storylines were coaches Knute Rockne vs. Glenn “Pop” Warner and horsemen Elmer Layden, Jim Crowley, Harry Stuhldreher and Don Miller vs. Ernie Nevers, who was playing on injured ankles. Layden scored three touchdowns, while Nevers was stopped inches short at the goal-line, on controversial call by referee Ed Thorp. Stanford’s late rally fell short, 27-10.

The 1926 game saw the emergence of Southern football to the national scene, only it nearly never happened. Even though Alabama had won the Southern Conference title with a 27-0 victory against Georgia, Rose Bowl Committee members on hand for the game left unimpressed with the Crimson Tide. Invitations first went to Dartmouth, Yale and Colgate, which were all facing pressure from the American Association of University Professors, who had issued a report unfavorable to the sport. After they all declined, Alabama was in and carried the hopes of the entire region. Even Auburn president Dr. Spright Dowell sent a telegram wishing good luck.

Despite the efforts of Washington running back George Wilson, who was knocked out of the game for a while with an injury, Johnny Mack Brown and “Pooley” Hubert led the Alabama rally after trailing 12-0 with three third-quarter touchdowns. The Crimson Tide won 20-19 and the players returned home as heroes, with scores of fans meeting their train from New Orleans on east. Alabama went back for the 1927 game and managed a 7-7 tie despite Stanford’s advantage of 311 yards to 92, and Stanford returned a year later to edge 8-0-1 Pitt, 7-6.

Surprisingly, what gained the Rose Bowl its biggest notoriety nationally was one play during the 1929 game, between Georgia Tech (9-0) and Cal (6-1-2). When Cal center Roy Riegels recovered a fumble, he took off in the wrong direction only to be tackled by his own teammate, Benny Lom, at the 1-yard line.

“What am I seeing? What’s wrong with me? Am I crazy? Am I crazy? Am I crazy?” broadcaster Graham McNamee said while calling the game on radio.

When Cal was unable to get a first down, Tech’s Vance Maree blocked Lom’s punt, resulting in a safety.

Supposedly, Riegels told his coach at halftime, “Coach, I can’t do it. I’ve ruined you, I’ve ruined myself, I’ve ruined the University of California. I couldn’t face that crowd to save my life.”

“Roy, get up and go back out there. The game is only half over,” Nibs Price replied.

Although Tech’s “Stumpy” Thomason and Cal’s Irvine Phillips later scored touchdowns, the buzz of the 8-7 game was the fumble, and Riegels said he simply got mixed up on which way to go. In attendance were 71,000 fans, but talk of “Wrong-Way Riegels” quickly went coast-to-coast.

Georgia Tech was considered the consensus national champion by most of the ever-growing services ranking teams, but a new debate was beginning to take hold, whether or not postseason games should count toward final rankings. At the time, the NCAA was against it.




The First Polls

With college football slowly becoming more of a national sport, rather than all but a regional one, but teams unable to frequently travel far to play top competition around the country, discussion began to grow regarding national supremacy.

In the early 1920s, Frank Dickinson, a professor of economics at the University of Illinois, began tinkering with a mathematical formula to rank teams and declare a national champion. In 1926, he unveiled it, and one of the first persons to become enamored with Dickinson’s system was Notre Dame coach Knute Rockne, who asked him to backdate the last two years to 1924 when the Fighting Irish went 10-0 and won the Rose Bowl. With Notre Dame the clear and logical choice, it became the first “scientific” championship in college football.

Dickinson’s formula weighed a team’s wins based on the score and the quality of each opponent. However, while it may have been the first official ranking system, and the basis for awarding the Rissman National Trophy and later the Knute Rockne Intercollegiate Memorial Trophy, it wasn’t long before others developed better reputations. For example, in 1925 when nearly every other service that went back to rank teams at season’s end had 10-0 Rose Bowl-winner Alabama No. 1, Dickinson opted for Dartmouth (8-0). It only lasted until 1940.

Incidentally, Notre Dame gained permanent possession of the Rissman Trophy (named for Jack F. Rissman, a Chicago clothing manufacturer) after its third Dickinson title in 1930. Minnesota retired the Rockne Trophy after winning it for a third time in 1940.

A number of competing ranking systems were quickly devised and developed, beginning with the Houlgate System (1927–58), a mathematical rating developed by Deke Houlgate of Los Angeles. Like Dickinson, his rankings quickly became popular in newspapers, and also published in the annual Football Thesaurus (1946–58). Houlgate backdated his rankings to at least 1885.

In 1929, they were joined by the Dunkel Index, which is still one of the most respected mathematical ranking systems ever devised, with a formula that has remained unchanged. One of the unique aspects of the numerical ratings was that they could be used to predict the scoring differential of a game. The power index system, created by Dick Dunkel Sr., was one of the computer services used by the Bowl Championship Series (1999–2001) until organizers decided they didn’t want scoring margins to factor into any of the computer calculations. Factoring into the index is strength of schedule, won-loss record, most-recent performances and upsets.

Another longstanding system was created by William Boand in 1930. Known as the Boand System, and/or the Azzi Ratem System, it appeared in newspapers and both the Illustrated Football Annual (1932–42) and Football News (1942–44 and 1951–60), and Boand went back and determined national champions from 1919–29.

The Williamson System, developed by New Orleans geologist Paul Williamson, who would later serve on the Sugar Bowl committee, began in 1932 and was syndicated throughout the South. For years, Williamson was the only system to rank teams and name its national champion after the completion of the bowl schedule.

By the time the Poling System, a mathematical rating system created by former Ohio Wesleyan player Richard Poling and published annually in the Football Review Supplement, came around in 1935 (and lasted until 1984), college football was ready for more bowl games and a significant change that would dramatically alter the national championship landscape, the creation of the Associated Press poll.




A New Age: Newspaper Polls

In 1935, Alan J. Gould, the sports editor of the Associated Press and described by Time Magazine as a “slight, bow-tied, cigar-chomping newsman,” started ranking his own list of top 10 teams in his weekly column. For the record, his top three that year were Minnesota, Princeton and Southern Methodist. But Gould didn’t clarify a No. 1 team, which didn’t sit well with Minnesota fans, who were otherwise enjoying the consensus national championship (“East Coast bias!”).

Gould knew he was on to something and in 1936 he created the Associated Press poll, with 44 sportswriters voting that first season. Even though Minnesota lost to Northwestern, 6-0, the Golden Gophers finished No. 1 and were the consensus choice ahead of LSU and Pittsburgh.

“It was a case of thinking up ideas to develop interest and controversy between football Saturdays,” Gould later said. “Papers wanted material to fill space between games. That’s all I had in mind, something to keep the pot boiling. Sports then was living off controversy, opinion, whatever. This was just another exercise in hoopla. Making it a top 10 was an arbitrary decision. It seemed logical to confine it to that number. It was tough enough to pick a top 10 in those days, let alone 15 or 20.”

The Associated Press (or AP) poll, the first based solely on opinion, immediately became the foremost rankings in college football, and the most widely circulated. With the championship, a trophy has traditionally been awarded. In 1947, Notre Dame retired the Williams Trophy, which had been named after Minnesota coach Henry Williams and sponsored by the M Club of Minnesota. In 1956, Oklahoma retired the Reverend Hugh O’Donnell Trophy, named for the Notre Dame president and sponsored by Notre Dame alumni. The award was known as the AP Trophy from 1957–83, when it was renamed the Paul Bear Bryant Trophy.

The Associated Press poll has had two important fluctuations, the number of teams ranked and whether the final poll should be held before or after bowl games. Gould’s first poll ranked 20 teams, but from 1962–67 only ten teams were listed. It finally expanded to 25 teams in 1989.

As for the postseason, bowl games were still essentially considered exhibitions, so the NCAA encouraged any final polling to take place at the end of the regular season. One notable exception occurred at the end of the 1947 season when Notre Dame didn’t play in a bowl game and Michigan accepted an invitation to play No. 8 Southern California in the Rose Bowl. After the Wolverines won, 49-0, a special poll was conducted and voters changed their minds, selecting Michigan No. 1. However, the poll didn’t supersede the final regular season poll.

In 1950, United Press news service, which was in direct competition with the Associated Press, decided it needed a poll of its own and created the coaches’ poll, with 35 participants. Although United Press merged with International News Service (which had its own poll from 1952–57), becoming United Press International, the coaches’ poll continues to exist today as the USA Today/ESPN poll (from 1982–96, it was the USA Today/ CNN poll).

Naturally, that first year with two major polls resulted in a controversy, but not a split title. Both had Oklahoma No. 1 at the end of the regular season, but the Sooners subsequently lost to Paul W. “Bear” Bryant’s Kentucky Wildcats in the Sugar Bowl, 13-7. It only took four years for the polls to select different champions. In 1954, the Associated Press sided with Ohio State, the coaches UCLA.

The first time a bowl game featured a No. 1 vs. No. 2 matchup was 1962, one year after Ohio State’s faculty council voted 28–25 to turn down a Rose Bowl invitation, citing its discomfort with the school’s overemphasis on sports. No. 2 Wisconsin scored three touchdowns and a safety in the fourth quarter to make a massive comeback against No. 1 Southern California, but ran out of time, 42-37. The following year also saw No. 1 play No. 2 in a bowl game, with top-ranked Texas defeating Navy, and Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback Roger Staubach, 28-6.

By 1964, the thinking that bowl games should only be considered exhibitions was changing. At the conclusion of the regular season, Alabama and Arkansas were both undefeated and both polls had the Crimson Tide No. 1. But after Arkansas defeated Nebraska in the Cotton Bowl, Alabama lost to Texas in the Orange Bowl.

The following year, the Associated Press pushed its final voting back until after the bowl schedule. At the end of the regular season, Michigan State (10-0), Arkansas (10-0) and Nebraska (10-0) were all undefeated, and UPI went ahead and crowned the Spartans its champion. Meanwhile, Bryant’s Alabama team was No. 4 at 8-1-1, with its lone loss in the season-opener to Georgia considered controversial. When he figured out that there was still a way to finish No. 1 in the Associated Press poll and claim the national championship, the Crimson Tide turned down an invitation from the Cotton Bowl to face No. 3 Nebraska in the Orange Bowl.

When Michigan State lost to No. 5 UCLA in the Rose Bowl, 14-12, and Arkansas lost to LSU in the Cotton Bowl, 14-7, the Tide had its chance. Despite facing a much-bigger team, Alabama outgained Nebraska 518 to 377 yards to pull out an amazing 39-28 victory and defend its opportunistic, albeit controversial, title.

Due to pressure, the Associated Press went back to voting before the bowl games for two more years, before making the change permanent. The coaches stubbornly held out until after the 1973 season, when No. 1 Alabama (10-0), already named the UPI’s national champion, lost to No. 3 Notre Dame (10-0) in the Sugar Bowl, 24-23.




The Military Exceptions

Before moving on to other ranking systems, there were some interesting and important developments during wartime.

During both World Wars, military bases were encouraged to field football teams, some of which were so prolific that they played a full season like their collegiate counterparts. Although the policy drew extensive criticism (“How can you play a game when there’s a war on?”—especially since some teams included former All-Americans and some professionals depending on the base’s policy), one of the biggest advocates for using sports as a training tool was Frank Knox, Secretary of Navy from 1940–44.

“This is a war where you kill or get killed,” Knox was once quoted saying. “And I don’t know anything that better prepares a man for bodily contact, including war, than the kind of training we get on the football field.”

Additionally, schools like Duke, Michigan, and Purdue also benefited from on-campus Navy training programs that attracted college and pro athletes and let them play football during World War II. At one point, the Wolverines had an All-Big Ten backfield with Wisconsin’s Elroy “Crazy Legs” Hirsch and Minnesota’s Bill Daley.

While many schools suspended play during World War I, Georgia Tech (9-0) was considered the 1917 consensus champion, followed by Michigan (5-0) and Pittsburgh (4-1) receiving equal consideration following the abbreviated 1918 season.

However, none of those teams played in the Rose Bowl, which for the first time had a theme for the festivities at the end of the 1917 season, “Patriotism.” With former Oregon coach Hugo Bezdek returning two years after defeating Penn, he again was victorious as the Mare Island Marines (5-0) defeated Camp Lewis Army (5-1-1), 19-7. Hollis Huntington was the star player, gaining 111 yards on 20 carries.

The Marines returned a year later with a 10-0 record, but couldn’t stop former Northwestern halfback Paddy Driscoll, “The Wasp,” who caught a touchdown pass, drop-kicked a 30-yard field goal and threw a 45-yard touchdown pass to George Halas (later the founder of the Chicago Bears). Halas was also stopped at the 3-yard line after returning an interception 77 yards. Great Lakes Navy (6-2) won 17-0, in front of 27,000 fans celebrating the theme “Victorious Peace.”

“Nobody had a day like Driscoll,” Halas said.

One nearly immediate consequence of Pearl Harbor and the start of World War II on December 7, 1941, was that the subsequent Rose Bowl, scheduled for approximately three weeks later, was moved as a wartime precaution. In the only Rose Bowl game played outside of Pasadena, Bob Dethman threw the game-winning pass to Gene Gray, as Oregon State defeated host Duke 20-16 before 56,000 fans. The loss ended any claims the Blue Devils (9-0 and ranked second) had on the national title, making Minnesota the clear, and consensus, national champion.

Military rivalries began to develop during World War II, and many bases took them as seriously as their collegiate counterparts. In 1942, Georgia Pre-Flight, coached by Alabama assistant coach Hank Crisp, posted an impressive 7-1-1 record with wins against Penn, North Carolina Pre-Flight, Duke, Jacksonville Naval Air Station, Auburn and Alabama, all of which finished above .500.

Meanwhile the Great Lakes Naval Air Station went 8-3-1 playing against Midwest teams like Iowa, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin. Iowa Pre-Flight finished 7-3 after playing the likes of Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska.

Both finished high in the 1943 Associated Press rankings, just ahead of Del Monte Pre-Flight. Highlighting the season was a No. 1 vs. No. 2 matchup between Notre Dame and Iowa Pre-Flight, with the Irish barely scraping out a 14-13 victory. A week later though, Great Lakes defeated Notre Dame, 19-14. Notre Dame finished first in the final poll, ahead of No. 2 Iowa Pre-Flight and No. 6 Great Lakes (10-2), but Great Lakes claimed the Service Team Title, which didn’t sit well with Iowa Pre-Flight, nicknamed the Seahawks.

North Carolina Pre-Flight was ranked second in the first Associated Press poll of 1944, but fell out of the rankings by season’s end. Instead, Randolph Air Force Base—which was coming off a 7-7 tie against Texas in the Cotton Bowl and 9-1 season under Coach Frank Tritico—went 10-0 and finished No. 3 in the final poll, before defeating 2nd Air Force 13-6 in the Treasury Bond Bowl in New York (both teams featured numerous pro players).

Meanwhile, able to essentially recruit star players away from other colleges, Army and Navy became football powerhouses. Army was the consensus national champion in 1944-45, with the 1946 title still in dispute with Notre Dame after the teams tied, 0-0. Navy finished No. 4 in 1944 and No. 2 in 1945.

It’s no coincidence that two of Army’s Heisman Trophy winners came during this time period, with the backfield of Doc Blanchard (1945) and Glenn Davis (1946). Blanchard enlisted after a year at North Carolina and appointed to West Point, and Davis was recruited out of high school.

The 27-0-1 run came to an end in 1947 when Army tied Illinois and Penn and lost to Columbia and Notre Dame, but it finished 8-0-1 in 1948. Ten years later, Army secured its third Heisman, won by halfback Pete Dawkins, who overcame polio and went on to have a distinguished military career, and was honored with the Legion of Merit, two Bronze Stars, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Medal, and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. As a Rhodes scholar at Oxford University in England, Dawkins earned both Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees, and added another graduate degree at Princeton following his service in Vietnam.




Other Ranking Systems

Naturally, as college football’s popularity grew, more ways of ranking teams were developed. Here are many of them (in alphabetical order, with a little help from the NCAA Records Book, and 2006 final rankings if available):

Alderson System (1994–98): Unlike the mythical planet blown up in Star Wars, this was a mathematical rating system developed by Bob Alderson of Muldrow, Oklahoma. It was based on a point value system reflecting competition as well as won-lost record.

Anderson & Hester (1993–present): Otherwise known as the Seattle Times rankings, the mathematical rating system was devised by Jeff Anderson, a professor of political science at Air Force, and broadcaster Chris Hester. Strength of schedule is considered and teams are rewarded for beating quality opponents. It’s currently used in determining Bowl Championship Series rankings. The 2006 final rankings were: 1. Florida; 2. Boise State; 3. Ohio State; 4. Louisville; 5. Southern California.

Berryman (1990–present): Clyde Berryman of Washington D.C. devised the Quality Point Rating System that takes into account strength of schedule, won-loss record, points scored and points allowed. It also balances each victory, so an early-season game figures as prominently as the last game of the season. It predated national champions from 1940–89. The 2006 final rankings were: 1. Florida; 2. Ohio State; 3. Southern California; 4. LSU; 5. Michigan. Undefeated Boise State finished 10th, behind Oklahoma, which it defeated in the Sugar Bowl.

Billingsley Report (1970–present): The mathematically based power rating system was developed by Richard Billingsley, whose work is published through his own company, the College Football Research Center. He also doubles as a college football historian. The main components in the formula are win-loss record, strength of schedule and recent performance. It also considers the game site and defensive scoring performance. It predated national champions from 1869-1969. The 2006 final rankings were: 1. Florida; 2. Ohio State; 3. Louisville; 4. Boise State; 5. Wisconsin.

College Football Researchers Association (1982–92): The organization was founded by Anthony Cusher of Reeder, North Dakota, and Robert Kirlin of Spokane, Washington. It determined its rankings by point system through a top-10 vote by membership. The champion was announced in its monthly bulletin. It predated national champions from 1919-81 through a poll conducted by Harry Carson Frye.

Colley Matrix (1992–present): Wes Colley is a graduate of Princeton and research scientist of astrophysical sciences at Alabama-Huntsville, and his rankings have been published in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. His formula centers on the premise that a team’s record is the most important factor in determining its ranking. It adjusts for strength of schedule by adjusting the wins of each team to an effective number of wins based upon the quality of its opponents. The adjustment is made again, based on the new, effective record of the opponents, and again, etc., until further adjustment no longer changes the effective win numbers. Also, it does not consider any preseason or past rankings. The Colley Matrix has been part of the BCS formula since 2001. The 2006 final rankings were: 1. Florida; 2. Southern California; 3. Louisville; 4. Ohio State; 5. Boise State. LSU, which finished fourth in the Associated Press and coaches’ polls, was No. 7.

College Football News: The publication, which is now associated with Scout.com (better known as a leading recruiting site along with Rivals.com), not only ranks every team in the country, but just about everything else in college football from top teams of the 1990s to the 100 greatest finishes.

Congrove Computer rankings (1993–present): The rankings focus on strength of schedule, results and records. Organizers also keep a composite record dating back to its inception (through 2006, Florida State was the composite No. 1). The 2006 final rankings were: 1. Florida; 2. Boise State; 3. Ohio State; 4. Louisville; 5. Southern California.

Parke Davis (1933): The following is the direct explanation from the NCAA Records Book, which gives credit to Tex Noel (who has an interesting website called the College Football Resource): “The college football historian and former Princeton lineman went back and named the championship teams from 1869 through the 1932 season. He also named a national champion at the conclusion of the 1933 season. Interestingly, the years 1869-75 were identified by Davis as the Pioneer Period; the years 1876-93 were called the Period of the American Intercollegiate Football Association; and the years 1894-1933 were referred to as the Period of Rules Committees and Conferences. He also coached at Wisconsin, Amherst and Lafayette.”

DeVold System (1945–present): The mathematical rating system was created by Harry DeVold, a former end at Cornell. DeVold was a writer, historian and handicapper for the Football News, where his rankings appeared, from 1955–91. He predated his rankings from 1939. Despite the national championship outcome, the 2006 final rankings were: 1. Ohio State; 2. Florida; 3. Southern California; 4. Boise State; 5. Louisville.

Eck Ratings System (1983–present): The mathematical point system was devised by Steve Eck, an aerospace worker with a master’s degree from UCLA. The factors are game outcome, strength of opponent, location of the game and point spread. He also normalizes each team’s rating to a common number of games to account for conference championships and preseason games.

Foundation for the Analysis of Competitions and Tournaments (FACT), (1968–present): The computerized mathematical ranking system was developed by the late David Rothman, a former defense and aerospace statistician and co-chair of the Committee on Statistics in Sports and Competition of the American Statistical Association in the 1970s. An important variable is the assigning of points based upon the winning margin along with strength of schedule. The rankings were an original component of the BCS formula. FACT’s final rankings in 2006 were: 1. Florida; 2. Ohio State; 3. Southern California; 4. Louisville; 5. LSU.

Football News (1958–02): The publication held a weekly poll of its staff writers and named a national champion.

Football Writers Association of America (1954–present): The organization, which has more than 900 members, has a panel of 16 voters who represent the nation’s football writers and rank the top 16 teams every week. The national champion is given the Grantland Rice Trophy (in the interest of full disclosure, the author belonged to this nonprofit organization as of this writing, but did not vote). The 2006 final rankings were: 1. Florida; 2. LSU and Ohio State (tie); 4. Boise State; 5. Southern California.

Helms Athletic Foundation (1941–82): Again from the NCAA Records Book: “Originally known by this name from 1936–69 and established by the founding sponsor, Paul H. Helms, Los Angeles sportsman and philanthropist. After Helms’ death in 1957, United Savings & Loan Association became its benefactor during 1970–72. A merger of United Savings and Citizen Savings was completed in 1973, and the Athletic Foundation became known as Citizens Savings Athletic Foundation. In 1982, First Interstate Bank assumed sponsorship for its final rankings. In 1941, Bill Schroeder, managing director of the Helms Athletic Foundation, retroactively selected the national football champions for the period beginning in 1883 (the first year of a scoring system) through 1940.Thereafter, Schroeder, who died in 1988, then chose, with the assistance of a Hall Board, the annual national champion after the bowl games.” In other words, they put together a panel to select champions and All-American teams. The Foundation also operated halls of fame for a number of sports, but not college football.

Litkenhous (1934–84): The difference-by-score formula was developed by Edward E. Litkenhous, a professor of chemical engineering at Vanderbilt, and his brother, Frank. The rankings were published in the Knoxville News-Sentinel.

Massey College Football Ratings (1995–present): Developed by Dr. Kenneth Massey, who earned his PhD at Virginia Tech and became a math professor at Carson-Newman College, the ratings system includes an overall team rating, offensive and defensive ratings, strength of schedule, even home-field advantage. The ratings have been part of the BCS since 1999, and the same formula is used for a number of other sports. The 2006 final rankings were: 1. Florida; 2. Ohio State; 3. LSU; 4. Boise State; 5. Southern California.

Matthews Grid Ratings (1966–present): The mathematical rating system was developed by college mathematics professor Herman Matthews, who teaches at Lincoln Memorial University. The rankings have appeared in numerous newspapers, Scripps Howard News Service and the Football News, and were part of the BCS formula until commissioners didn’t want margin of victory to be considered (although there’s a limit to how much running up the score can affect the grid ratings). The 2006 final rankings were: 1. Florida; 2. Southern California; 3. Louisville; 4. LSU; 5. Ohio State (undefeated Boise State was No. 17).

National Championship Foundation (1980–2001): Established by Mike Riter of Hudson, New York, the foundation has more than 120 chapters in 47 states, with a membership base of more than 12,000. It issued an annual report, and predated Division I-A national champions from 1869-1979.

National Football Foundation (1959–present): Established in 1947 to promote amateur athletics in the United States, and awards trophies to the national championship teams from Division I-AA, II, III and the NAIA champion at the annual Kickoff Luncheon for the American Football Coaches Association Convention. The NFF has more than 13,000 members, along with approximately 120 chapters. Along with the College Football Hall of Fame named its first national champion in 1959, which through 1990 was awarded the MacArthur Bowl. In 1991 and 1992, the NFF/HOF joined with United Press International to award the MacArthur Bowl, and in 1993, the NFF/HOF joined with USA Today to award the MacArthur Bowl to the team selected No. 1 in the final coaches poll. The National Football Foundation tabulates and releases the Bowl Championship Series standings.

New York Times Computer Rankings (1979–2004): The mathematical rating system accounted for the results, win-loss margin, quality of opponent and home-field advantage. Games later in the season counted more than earlier games, and bowls counted as one-and-half times more than a regular-season game.

Sagarin Ratings (1978–present): Jeff Sagarin was only 10 when he started ranking teams and his system is now used to rank everything from basketball to NASCAR and golf. The MIT mathematics graduate created a formula that considers strength of schedule, margin of victory and the location of the game. Sagarin’s ratings have been published in USA Today since 1985, but his ELO-Chess formula, in which only winning and losing matter, is used to compile the Bowl Championship Series. His 2006 overall ratings were: 1. Florida; 2. Southern California; 3. LSU; 4. Ohio State; 5. Louisville (undefeated Boise State was No. 6).

Sporting News (1975–present): An opinion-based ranking determined by the staff of the St. Louis-based national publication.

Casper Whitney (1905–07): The sportswriter was one of the founders of the first All-American football team, which focused on Harvard, Princeton and Yale. He also selected polls for Outing magazine.

Peter Wolfe (1992–present): Not of the J.Giles Band or the English musician known as the Wolfman, Dr. Wolfe and Ross Baker developed a mathematically based power rating matrix, using what they described as a “maximum likelihood estimate.” Margin of victory is not considered, but game location is. When not ranking football teams, Wolfe is an AIDS researcher at UCLA. The 2006 final rankings were: 1. Florida; 2. Ohio State; 3. Michigan; 4. Louisville; 5. LSU (followed by Southern California and Boise State).

If the reader hasn’t figured it out yet, yes, there are more rankings systems than annual bowl games.




The Bowl Championship Series

In 1984, the entire landscape of college football became primed for major change thanks to what was symbolically an end zone spike by the United States Supreme Court.

In NCAA v. Board of Regents of University of Oklahoma and Georgia Athletic Association, the court was asked by the NCAA to overturn rulings made at the District Court and Court of Appeals levels that said the parent organization couldn’t limit the number of televised football games. The litigation was triggered by the NCAA’s response by the College Football Association, an organization of the more dominant football-playing schools and conferences, to develop an independent television plan (and in the process make a lot more money).

If this doesn’t sound like a big deal, consider that cable television was still a relatively new concept at the time and college football was all but limited to a handful of games each weekend, if that.

The Supreme Court ruled that the NCAA was essentially regulating free trade and performing illegal price fixing. The court also rejected the NCAA’s arguments that widespread broadcasts could curtail live attendance and that competition on the airwaves would be bad for the game.

Said the majority opinion delivered by John Paul Stevens, an expert in antitrust law: “Today we hold only that the record supports the District Court’s conclusion that by curtailing output and blunting the ability of member institutions to respond to consumer preference, the NCAA has restricted rather than enhanced the place of intercollegiate athletics in the Nation’s life. Accordingly, the judgment of the Court of Appeals is ... Affirmed.”

(As far as we know, Justices Burger, Brennan, Marshall, Blackmun, Powell, Stevens and O’Connor did not high-five after the NCAA lawyers left the room, but some of their interns probably did.)

The deregulation sent every conference into a tizzy, looking for ways to maximize the financial potential. However, nearly all were already locked into a pre-existing bowl agreement, like the champions of the Big Ten and Pac-10 meeting every year at the Rose Bowl. The same year as the Supreme Court’s ruling, No. 6 Ohio State played No. 18 Southern California in Pasadena, while the national championship came down to whether or not surprise No. 1 Brigham Young could defeat unranked Michigan in the Holiday Bowl (it did, 24-17).

Nevertheless, the building anxiety was somewhat similar, in a way, to the start of the Civil War in that everyone knew what was about to happen, but no one had a clue when and where the sparks would first fly, and what would remain afterward. It was the dawn of the superconferences and of the Bowl Championship Series, with the initial “shots” fired in the North and South.

The first of the big independents to join a conference was Penn State with the Big Ten in 1990. Not only did the Nittany Lions’ addition give it a powerful presence in the East, but made one of the strongest conferences even stronger.

Meanwhile, commissioner Roy Kramer realized that the 10-school Southeastern Conference could take advantage of a loophole in NCAA rules to create an extra revenue-enhancing championship game, but in order to do so needed a membership of at least 12 teams. He asked, and received, unanimous permission from SEC presidents to begin interviewing potential candidates.

Rumors immediately swirled about potential additions, including Texas, Texas A&M, West Virginia, Florida State and Miami.

Somewhat surprisingly, it was Arkansas that first jumped at the opportunity, which simultaneously served as a death blow to the troubled Southwest Conference. In the late 1980s, SWC attendance plummeted, with the eight Texas schools playing before an average of 65 percent capacity at home, blamed mostly on the lack of winning programs and the success of the Dallas Cowboys and Houston Oilers of the National Football League. Attendance was also declining in men’s basketball even though Arkansas was considered a national power under the direction of controversial coach Nolan Richardson.

With Title IX set to mandate a massive budgetary increase for women’s sports, the SWC was hindered by a limited television market consisting of only two states (even if one of them was Texas). Coupled with sagging revenues, it also went through a litany of scandals, with seven of the nine schools placed on probation during the 1980s, and many top recruits electing to play elsewhere.

“It was like if you’re not cheating, you’re not trying to win,” former Arkansas football coach Lou Holtz was quoted as saying.

On August 1, 1990, Arkansas’ board of trustees, acting on recommendations from legendary athletic director Frank Broyles and the school’s chancellor, accepted an invitation to join the SEC. It would soon be joined by South Carolina.

“I personally was concerned that [Texas] A&M and Texas would leave and not include us,” Broyles said.

Texas flirted with the Pac-10 and Big Ten, but found both geographically undesirable. Texas A&M did ask about joining the SEC, but the conference would only accept both in a package deal.

Eventually, they ended up in the Big Eight, along with Texas Tech and Baylor in a partial merger, but again only after a major move by the SEC. Instead of adhering to a television contract extension with ABC and ESPN, negotiated with the College Football Association, the SEC signed a landmark five-year, $85 million deal with CBS, which had just lost the National Football League to Fox.

Days later, the Atlantic Coast Conference signed an $80 million deal with ABC and ESPN, and CBS quickly added the Big East, which formed in 1991, for $75 million, including basketball games. Florida State signed on with the ACC and Miami with the Big East (but later jumped to the ACC with Boston College and Virginia Tech).

As noted, the Big Eight evolved into the Big 12, signed a $100 million deal with ABC and Liberty Sports, and the SWC was officially no more. Meanwhile, Notre Dame, which had conveniently never signed its deal with the CFA, made an exclusive deal with NBC. The succession of moves would also eventually lead to the creation of Conference USA and Mountain West.

But college football had another, lingering problem, the championship. Over the previous 29 years, there had only been eight bowl games matching teams ranked first and second, with growing concern that Congress might soon intervene should some sort of playoff system not be implemented.

One of the fathers, if not the father, of the Bowl Championship Series was ACC executive Tim Mickle, who supposedly one day started scribbling down ideas for a new bowl format on a restaurant napkin. It grew into rotating a championship game between the major bowls. Among those instrumental in getting the major bowls to actually agree to it was Kramer.

Although it’s been a financial windfall for all involved, it should be noted that Mickle’s original intention was to move the bowl system a step closer to a playoff system, and in the meantime establish the potential for No. 1 to play No. 2 every year.

“Maybe I should have kept it to myself,” Mickle told writer John Feinstein years later, after NCAA presidents used the BCS as a preemptive strike and excuse for not creating a playoff. By doing so, not only did they stay in control of the sport, but strengthen their grip on football revenues and bowl payouts.

Here’s why:

While the NCAA men’s basketball tournament might bring in more money, thanks to a huge exclusive contract with CBS (11 years, $6.2 billion, for an average of $565 per tournament), it has to be equally split between the 300-plus athletic departments.

With the Bowl Championship Series, only the conferences involved (six conferences, roughly 65 schools) split most of the revenues.

In terms of the 2005 bottom line, Alabama, for example, received $1.8 million in broadcast rights for men’s basketball and an additional $1.8 million in NCAA/SEC distributions. Meanwhile, the football program took in $5.4 million in broadcast rights and $2.6 million in NCAA/SEC distributions.

University presidents are therefore adamant against a playoff system, which would almost certainly result in equal distribution across the board. During the 2004-05 school year, the NCAA took in more than $500 million in revenues, the bulk from television contracts. Of that, 95 percent was distributed among the member institutions.

To accentuate how times had changed following the Supreme Court ruling, in 1990 the 10 SEC schools shared $16.3 million in revenue. In 2002, when Kramer stepped down, the 12 split $95.7 million. In June 2006, the SEC announced it would distribute $116.1 million from the 2005-06 academic year.

The system has been extremely controversial and constantly tweaked, but here’s a overly simplistic year-by-year look at the BCS:

1992: After a lengthy series of meetings, a number of conference commissioners along with Notre Dame and four bowl committees created the Bowl Coalition agreement. While it didn’t alter any of the existing conference-bowl affiliations, it did create a selection process among the Cotton, Fiesta, Orange and Sugar bowls to improve the chances of a No. 1 vs. No. 2 matchup.

Specifically, it made it possible for the champions of the Big East or ACC, or Notre Dame, to play the champions of the Big Eight (Orange Bowl), SEC (Sugar Bowl) or SWC (Cotton Bowl). If the champions of the Big East or ACC, or Notre Dame had been ranked No. 1 or 2 at the end of the regular season, they would have met in the Fiesta Bowl for the national championship. In turn, the vacated spots in the Orange, Sugar or Cotton Bowls would have been filled from a pool of at-large teams made up of the second-place teams from the ACC, Big East, Big Eight, Pac-10 and Southwest conferences. To guarantee the at-large teams’ postseason placement, the conferences contracted with the Gator and John Hancock Bowls to provide additional spots.

Despite the obvious holes, including conference-bowl ties and the non-participation of the Big Ten and Pac-10, the first year resulted in No. 1 Miami vs. No. 2 Alabama in the Sugar Bowl (the Crimson Tide won, 34-13).

1993: The coalition paired No. 1 Florida State (11-1) vs. No. 2 Nebraska in the Orange Bowl, but numerous other teams, including No. 3 West Virginia (11-0), believed they were deserving as well. Notre Dame defeated Florida State during the regular season, 31-24, and was considered the team to beat until it lost a week later to Boston College, 41-39. Despite Coach Lou Holtz’s lobbying efforts, the Irish wound up in the Cotton Bowl, where they held on to beat Texas A&M, 24-21. The Seminoles won 18-16, while the Mountaineers were crushed by Florida in the Sugar Bowl, 41-7. If anything, calls for a designated championship game only intensified.

1994: The inevitable happened. Penn State in the Big Ten went 11-0 and automatically headed to the Rose Bowl to face Oregon. The best matchup the coalition could provide was No. 1 Nebraska vs. No. 3 Miami in the Orange Bowl. Nebraska and Penn State both won, and stayed 1-2 in the polls.

1995: With the coalition’s three-year agreement expiring at the same time a number of existing conference-bowl affiliations concluded, the first significant change occurred with the creation of the Bowl Alliance.

Specifically, the new system allowed the champions of the ACC, Big East, Big Eight, SEC and SWC, along with an at-large team, to be matched in the three alliance bowls: Fiesta, Sugar and Orange. However, conference tie-ins to the three bowls were eliminated, and a team had to win at least eight games and be ranked in the top 12, or no lower than the lowest-ranked available conference champion, to qualify for an at-large spot.

Although the Big Ten and Pac-10 conferences were still not involved, among others, the new formula worked in its initial year, with No.1 Nebraska and No. 2 Florida, the two lone unbeaten teams, meeting at the Fiesta Bowl. The Cornhuskers crushed the Gators, 62-24.

1996: A second at-large team was added when the Big 12 Conference replaced the old Big Eight and Southwest Conference. However, there would be no 1 vs. 2 matchup. When No. 3 Nebraska lost to Texas in the first Big 12 Championship game, 37-17, there were clearly four top contenders. Due to previous obligations, No. 2 Arizona State met No. 4 Ohio State in the Rose Bowl. That left No. 1 Florida State playing a rematch against No. 3 Florida, which it had defeated in a No. 1 vs. No. 2 game in late November, 24-21.

When the Buckeyes defeated the Sun Devils, 20-17, it all but assured the winner of the Sugar Bowl would finish No. 1. This time, the Gators came through, 52-20.

1997: Again there was no 1 vs. 2 matchup even though there were only two unbeaten teams. No. 1 Michigan was destined for the Rose Bowl to face No. 8 Washington State, leaving No. 2 Nebraska to play No. 3 Tennessee in the Orange Bowl. However, when the Wolverines struggled to win, 21-16, and the Cornhuskers dominated, 42-17, the coaches bucked the system and voted Nebraska No. 1, resulting in a split title.

1998: The Big Ten, Pac-10 and Rose Bowl finally came into the fold with the Rose Bowl added to the championship rotation, and the conference champions guaranteed a spot in the Fiesta, Orange or Sugar Bowls if bumped by a national championship matchup. The agreement created what was initially called the “Super Alliance,” later renamed the Bowl Championship Series.

Also, a new formula, the BCS standings, was created to determine participants of the four bowls. The components would be the Associated Press and coaches (USA Today/ ESPN) polls along with the average of three computer rankings (Sagarin, Seattle Times and New York Times), the teams’ records, and a strength-of-schedule index based on the records of a team’s opponents and its opponents’ opponents.

In addition to the six conferences, which would devour most of the BCS payouts and increasing television revenue thanks to a new contract with ABC, provisions were made to Notre Dame and any other school ranked sixth or higher in the BCS standings. Finally, unless the bowl was hosting the national championship, conference affiliations would apply to the specific bowls (Big Ten and Pac-10 to the Rose Bowl; Big 12 to the Fiesta Bowl; SEC to the Sugar Bowl; and ACC or Big East to the Orange Bowl).

The formula drew immediate criticism when Tennessee went 12-0 to emerge as the clear No.1 team, but Florida State, Ohio State, Kansas State, Arizona and UCLA all had one loss, with Kansas State and UCLA losing their last games to fall out of the top three. Thanks to its strength of schedule and higher ranking by the computers, Florida State was paired against Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl. With a 23-16 victory, the Volunteers became the first BCS champion. However, Tulane, which went 11-0 and was ranked 10th in the final BCS rankings, was shut out and went on to defeat unranked Brigham Young in the Liberty Bowl, 41-27.

1999: Five more computer rankings were added, Billingsley, Dunkel, Massey, Matthews/Scripps Howard and Rothman, for a total of eight services comprising the computer section of the rankings.

Two teams, Florida State and Virginia Tech, went undefeated to finish 1-2 and met in the Sugar Bowl, while Nebraska (11-1) overcame a midseason loss to Texas to emerge as a solid No. 3, and undefeated Marshall (12-0) was 12th in the BCS standings. The Seminoles easily won, 46-29.

2000: The only change was that the National Football Foundation began compiling the BCS standings. Otherwise, college football was fixated on the debate on which team should play No. 1 Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl.

Similar to 1998, the Sooners were the lone undefeated team, with Miami, Florida State, Washington, Oregon State and Virginia Tech all with one loss. The writers and coaches liked Miami, which had lost to Washington in early September, 34-29. The computers preferred Florida State, which lost to Miami 27-24 in October. Only the Seattle Times rankings liked Washington, which had lost at Oregon, 23-16.

The computers won the argument, pairing Oklahoma against Florida State, with the Sooners winning, 13-2. Miami defeated No. 7 Florida in the Sugar Bowl, 37-20. Washington beat No. 14 Purdue at the Rose Bowl, 34-24, to finish No. 3.

2001: The Dunkel rankings and New York Times poll were replaced by rankings from Dr. Peter Wolfe and Wes Colley. Each team’s highest and lowest scores were disregarded, with the other six comprising the computer segment of the rankings.

Also, further emphasis was placed on strength of schedule, with quality wins added to the formula. Teams with victories against opponents ranked in the top 15 of the BCS standings received bonus points.

Similar to the year before, Miami was the lone undefeated squad ahead of a host of one-loss teams including Oregon, Nebraska, Maryland and Illinois, while Colorado was third in the Associated Press poll despite two losses, and Florida fifth.

Again the writers and coaches preferred one school, in this case Oregon, only to be overruled by the computers. Miami played Nebraska in the Orange Bowl and won 37-14, while Oregon defeated Colorado at the Fiesta Bowl, 38-16. With all of the other one-loss teams coming up short in their bowl games, Florida finished third.

2002: After it was decided that margin of victory should not be a determining element, causing some teams to run up scores, the Matthews and Rothman rankings were removed and the New York Times returned. Only the lowest score was eliminated before averaging the computer rankings.

The changes resulted in Iowa (11-1), which was ranked third by both the writers and coaches, finishing fifth in the BCS standings, behind Georgia (11-1) and Southern California (10-2), which despite two losses moved up after playing the toughest schedule in the nation. Strangely enough, Iowa and USC met at the Orange Bowl (the Rose Bowl selected Oklahoma as a replacement for Ohio State, which was playing in the national championship), where the Trojans won, 38-14.

As the only two undefeated teams remaining, No. 1 Miami met No. 2 Ohio State at the Fiesta Bowl. For a change, the controversy was on the field with a questionable pass interference call, and the Buckeyes won in double-overtime, 31-24.

2003: The tweaking continued, but had no effect on the biggest controversy the BCS had seen yet. At the end of the regular season, no team was undefeated while three high-profile programs—Southern California, LSU, and Oklahoma—all had one loss.

Heading into the conference championships, Oklahoma was No. 1 in the Associated Press poll, but lost to No. 13 Kansas State in the Big 12 Championship game, 35-7. USC had lost to California earlier in the season, 34-31. LSU’s loss was in early October to Florida, 19-7, but the Tigers defeated No. 5 Georgia in the SEC Championship game, 34-13.

Once again, computers were the determining factor. Although the writers and coaches both had Southern California No. 1, the computers had the Trojans third, as did the strength of schedule ranking. The pairings were LSU vs. Oklahoma, even though the Sooners didn’t win their conference title, in the Sugar Bowl, with USC facing No. 4 Michigan in the Rose Bowl.

The Tigers won 21-14, but when the Trojans also won, 28-14, the writers thumbed their noses at the BCS and kept Southern California No. 1. It was another split championship, the very thing the BCS was created to prevent.

2004: Consider it the year of extensive change, and on numerous fronts.

First off, the commissioners requested that the coaches and Associated Press release their first polls after the season started. After they were thoroughly laughed at, they got down to some real alterations.

Among them was making it easier for a school not in one of the major conferences to qualify for a BCS game. Utah immediately took advantage and earned a spot in the Fiesta Bowl, where it defeated Pitt, 35-7, to finish 12-0 and ranked fourth in the final Associated Press poll.

Additionally, a fifth BCS bowl game, the National Championship Game, would be added beginning with the 2006 season, played on a rotating basis at the site of the Fiesta, Sugar, Orange and Rose bowls, one week later (i.e. if the Rose Bowl was on January 1, then the championship game would be January 8).

As for the standings formula, it was adjusted so that the Associated Press poll, the USA Today coaches’ poll and the computers all counted a third toward the rankings. The strength-of-schedule, team-record and quality-win components were removed, especially since they already factored into the computer rankings. The New York Times rankings were again out, and a team’s highest and lowest computer scores would again be discarded in determining the computer poll average.

But that was nothing compared to the chaos that ensued that season, with Auburn, Oklahoma and Southern California all finishing undefeated at 12-0 (in addition to 11-0 Utah and Boise State). No matter what, one of the three teams was going to be on the outside looking in.

It wound up being Auburn, after the writers, coaches and computers all agreed the Tigers were No. 3, despite the popular notion that the SEC was the toughest conference in the country. USC crushed Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl, 55-19, to win the national championship, while Auburn squeaked out a 16-13 victory against No. 9 Virginia Tech in the Sugar Bowl to finish No. 2. Auburn fans still can’t understand how the Tigers were ranked below the Sooners, even though Oklahoma played for the national championship the previous year and boasted the second- and third-place vote-getters for the Hesiman Trophy, running back Adrian Peterson and quarterback Jason White (who won in 2003).

Also lost in the process was Texas coach Mack Brown lobbying for his No. 6 team to play in the Rose Bowl instead of No. 4 Cal, which happened, keeping the Bears out of the BCS (and from the corresponding bigger payout). Texas defeated No. 13 Michigan, 38-37, while Cal lost in the Holiday Bowl to No. 23 Texas Tech, 45-31.

2005: With writers having been thrust into the process, and thus making news instead of just reporting it (considered a conflict of interest), the Associated Press decided it would no longer allow its polls be used in the BCS standings, saying it had damaged its “reputation for honesty and integrity.” It was replaced by the thusly created Harris Interactive Poll, a panel comprised of more than 100 former players, coaches and administrators along with some media members, which represented all 11 Division I-A conferences and independent schools.

Southern California and Texas began the season ranked first and second, and despite the efforts of 11-1 Penn State, which was unranked in the preseason poll, finished the regular season there as well, both 12-0. The showdown at the Rose Bowl came down to a final fourth-down play, with quarterback Vince Young scoring an 8-yard touchdown with 19 seconds remaining for a 41-38 victory. Not only did it deny the Trojans a chance to claim a three-peat, but for once there was no doubt regarding the national champion.

However, in December, Congress expressed concern regarding the numerous controversies and called for a comprehensive review of the Bowl Championship Series. With the threat of an anti-trust investigation if the BCS kept hoarding revenue, Big 12 commissioner Kevin Weiberg, Big Ten commissioner Jim Delany, University of Mississippi president Robert Khayat and three bowl representatives appeared before a subcommittee of the House of Representatives Energy and Commerce Committee.

Even Rep. Tom Osborne, the former Nebraska coach, called for change and Sen. Joe Biden said, “It looks like a rigged deal.”

“College football is not just an exhilarating sport, but a billion-dollar business that Congress cannot ignore,” committee chairman Joe Barton said. “Too often college football ends in sniping and controversy, rather than winners and losers. The current system of determining who’s No. 1 appears deeply flawed.”

Congress had a mighty weapon that the commissioners desperately wanted to avoid as well. Due to the tie-in with education, all donations and revenues surrounding college athletics were exempt from federal taxes. That included television money and contributions, which could be used to upgrade facilities and build massive stadiums.

2006: With the addition of the fifth BCS game, two extra teams were added to the mix, which made it possible for No. 9 Boise State to receive an invitation to play No. 7 Oklahoma in the Fiesta Bowl. In one of the most memorable bowl games ever, the teams combined to score an astonishing 22 points in the final 86 seconds of regulation. Although Boise State blew an 18-point lead in the third quarter, it scored a last-second touchdown to send the game into overtime, when it won on a pair of trick plays, 43-42.

In hindsight Boise State (13-0) was able to argue it played in the wrong BCS game, but the biggest controversy was over the national championship pairing. For the first time in history, Michigan and Ohio State were both undefeated and ranked 1-2 heading into their annual showdown to close the regular season. When the Buckeyes won, 42-39, Michigan stayed No. 2, but only for a week. With Southern California thumping No. 6 Notre Dame, 44-24, the Trojans moved up, but also for only for a week due to the subsequent upset loss at rival UCLA, 13-9.

The debate was on between No. 3 Michigan and No. 4 Florida, which defeated Arkansas in the SEC Championship, 39-28, while the Big Ten had no title game. With Urban Meyer lobbying for his Gators and some voters clearly not eager for an Ohio State-Michigan rematch, Florida got in by a hundredth of a point in the Bowl Championship Series standings.

Specifically, the Gators had a BCS average of .944, and the Wolverines were just behind at .934. The teams were tied in the computer ratings, but Florida had a slim lead in both the Harris poll and coaches’ poll. Michigan had to settle for playing USC in the Rose Bowl, where it lost, 32-18.

Taking full advantage of the opportunity, Florida, which was still celebrating the men’s basketball championship from the previous March, won the national title by pounding Ohio State, 41-14. In the final Associated Press poll, the Gators received 64 first-place votes, while Boise State got one.

“No one gave us a chance at all,” Florida receiver Dallas Baker said. “We came here with a chip on our shoulder and something to prove. Nobody gave us a chance, but finally we can throw up the No. 1.”

Yet, the debate continues while the BCS continues to bend and weave an effort to remain in existence. Granted, the BCS had led to more controversies, it also resulted in more No. 1 vs. No. 2 postseason matchups:






	Season
	Bowl
	No.1 vs. No. 2 Outcome



	1962
	Rose
	No. 1 Southern California 42, No. 2 Wisconsin 37



	1963
	Cotton
	No. 1 Texas 28, No. 2 Navy 6



	1968
	Rose
	No. 1 Ohio State 27, No. 2 Southern California 16



	1971
	Orange
	No. 1 Nebraska 38, No. 2 Alabama 6



	1978
	Sugar
	No. 2 Alabama 14, No. 1 Penn State 7



	1982
	Sugar
	No. 2 Penn State 27, No. 1 Georgia 23



	1986
	Fiesta
	No. 2 Penn State 14, No. 1 Miami (Fla.) 10



	1987
	Orange
	No. 2 Miami (Fla.) 20, No. 1 Oklahoma 14



	1992
	Sugar
	No. 2 Alabama 34, No. 1 Miami (Fla.) 13



	1993
	Orange
	No. 1 Florida State 18, No. 2 Nebraska 16



	1995
	Fiesta
	No. 1 Nebraska 62, No. 2 Florida 24



	1998
	Fiesta
	No. 1 Tennessee 23, No. 2 Florida State 16



	1999
	Sugar
	No. 1 Florida State 46, No. 2 Virginia Tech 29



	2002
	Fiesta
	No. 2 Ohio State 31, No. 1 Miami (Fla.) 24 (2 OT)



	2004
	Orange
	No. 1 Southern California 55, No. 2 Oklahoma 19



	2005
	Rose
	No. 2 Texas 41, No. 1 Southern California 38



	2006
	BCS title
	No. 2 Florida 41, No. 1 Ohio State 14





But specific to the 2006 games alone (actually played in January 2007), consider:

Approximately $2 million was paid by the Bowl Championship Series to Division I-AA conferences to support the sport as a whole. Another $100,000 was paid to Army, Navy and Temple for making their teams available to play in a BCS game if selected.

Nine percent of BCS revenues (approximately $9.27 million), was earmarked in aggregate to Conference USA, the Mid-American, Mountain West, Sun Belt and Western Athletic Conferences for their participation. With Boise State playing Oklahoma in the Fiesta Bowl, those conferences received an additional nine percent.

Notre Dame was guaranteed 1/66th of the net revenues after expenses, or approximately $1.3 million, but received $4.5 million as a participant for playing in the Sugar Bowl.

The approximate share to each conference with an annual automatic berth in the BCS (ACC, Big East, Big Ten, Big 12, Pac-10 and SEC) was $17 million. A second portion was awarded to the Big Ten and SEC for having second teams selected.

In 2004, Fox and the BCS finalized a four-year $320 million deal (or $80 million a year) for the broadcast rights to the Fiesta, Orange and Sugar bowls from 2007-10 and the national title game from 2007-09. That was up from the previous four-year $76.5 million deal with ABC, which has the rights to the Rose Bowl through 2014.

“This agreement does allow us to have increased revenue for distribution in our system,” said Weiberg, the BCS coordinator at the time.

That’s why there’s no playoff in Division I-A college football.
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