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Praise for

The Imperfect Marriage

“I love how Darryl and Tracy Strawberry share that true repentance was the first major step in the restoration of their marriage. The Imperfect Marriage gives hope to every couple struggling in their marriage and on the brink of divorce. A must-read!”

—Joni Lamb, vice president, Daystar Network

“The Imperfect Marriage is refreshingly honest as it lays out practical steps needed to pursue God’s design for marriage. Using their own personal stories, our dear friends Darryl and Tracy Strawberry also skillfully impart hope to those ready to give up. I believe this book will be a catalyst toward the restoration of many marriages!”

—John Bevere, author, speaker, and cofounder of Messenger International



Thank you for downloading this Simon & Schuster ebook.

Get a FREE ebook when you join our mailing list. Plus, get updates on new releases, deals, recommended reads, and more from Simon & Schuster. Click below to sign up and see terms and conditions.




CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP




Already a subscriber? Provide your email again so we can register this ebook and send you more of what you like to read. You will continue to receive exclusive offers in your inbox.





[image: Title]



For our children



Acknowledgments


Giving all Glory to our Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the author and finisher of our lives and faith.

To Our Amazing Children: You have fought your own battles while waiting for us to get it right. Your courage and strength are their own testimonies. The depth and degree of our love for all of you could never be measured. Although we are not perfect, this family has been through tremendous battles and we have come out victorious. We will continue to overcome! You children are the true heroes . . . we dedicate this book to you: Darryl, Jr. (DJ), Diamond, Alice, Omar, Jordan, Austin, Evan, Jade, and Jewel.

To our amazing godparents, Paul and Marjorie Leonard, and amazing parents, Gerald and Peggy Boulware, who are the true examples of light and love. You have loved us through it all. We would have never made it without you. Words could never express our love for you.

Pastor Fidel and Theresa Gomez: You embraced us in the midst of our mess and changed our lives forever through your wisdom, love, and never-ending belief in us. We will love and cherish you always.

Pastor David Blunt: Through your devotion and commitment to teaching the uncompromised Word of God, we became free in the Word at Church on the Rock, St. Peters, Missouri. You have encouraged and believed in us from day one. With much love and our deepest gratitude.

To the Team who made this book a reality: Jennifer Gates, A. J. Gregory, Jonathan Merkh, Becky Nesbitt, and the entire Howard Books/Simon & Schuster Team! You are extraordinary people and it was such an honor and pleasure working with you all.


This book is not written for individuals in an abusive relationship. If you or your children are in danger, you need to seek safety. Call the authorities. Stay with family members or friends. Get help. If you don’t have a place to go, call a local shelter or the National Domestic Violence Hotline (1-800-799-7233).



A Note from Darryl and Tracy


Our prayer is that we as a society rise up and take the covenant of “marriage” back. We know the battles our own children have had to bear and the great burden divorce brings upon society. We must turn it around. We must change.

You are worth it, our marriages are worth it and our children are certainly worth it.

Take Your Marriage Back. Embrace the journey.

—Darryl & Tracy Strawberry



Introduction


Marriage is a battlefield. Trust us, we know. Our marriage has suffered through—and survived—adultery, addiction, financial ruin, and the consequences of our own inner struggles.

It seemed doomed from the start.

When we met, each of us was twice divorced, unemployed, battling addiction, and fighting for sobriety. I (Darryl) came to the table with millions of dollars of debt, legal issues, and deep-rooted addictions to drugs and women.

In the course of my (Tracy’s) addiction to drugs and alcohol, I voluntarily signed over custody of my children to prevent a nasty custody battle and was daily trying to find a reason to live.

We fell in love but were incapable of loving ourselves and each other in the way in which God designed us. After three tumultuous years of breaking up and making up, we finally married. Anyone in their right mind could have looked at this scenario and predicted ruin. It was almost comical that we thought we would make it.

To say the least, we weren’t ready for marriage. We entered our union as two deeply broken individuals, consequently paving the way for more mistakes and deeper betrayals.

However, we finally wised up and let God in.

Though there were times we wanted to, we never gave up: on ourselves, on each other, and, more important, on our heavenly Father. Through our surrender (and a lot of hard work), God orchestrated a miracle.

Today, we are blessed to have each other and enjoy a strong, healthy, fulfilling, and meaningful relationship. Is our marriage perfect? No. Of course not. We have our share of ups and downs, just like everyone else. We also have a strong desire to make our commitment last, just as God intended.

In recent years, we’ve had the extraordinary privilege of being appointed, by God, to build Strawberry Ministries. We speak to, and work with, thousands of individuals in our church, in our office, and at conferences across the country. Many are hurting, especially in their marriages. These people contact us daily, desperate for help. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist or a handful of university studies to figure out that marriage today is in trouble.

Social media, chat rooms, Internet pornography, and many other cyber-sensations have taken hold of our relationships. Commitment doesn’t seem to stand a chance against the power of infidelity, addiction, and selfish ambition. Many couples simply drift apart, falling into ruts and mindless routines. While struggling to meet the demands of each day, they lose their focus and feeling for each other. Spouses become more like roommates than lifelong partners and lovers.

How can couples move from a destructive, painful, or numb cycle of living into a marriage worth having? This book aims to answer that question.

Listen, we’re not experts. We aren’t licensed marriage counselors and don’t claim to have all the answers. We are imperfect people with multiple broken marriages. We understand the dynamics of carrying baggage into a relationship. We know it isn’t easy. We don’t have a fairy-tale marriage, which doesn’t exist anyway.

What we do have is a desire to get it right. A confidence that God desires marriage to last. We know that God is the ultimate author of change, healing, and restoration. He not only designs marriage, He redeems it.

You must first surrender yourself and the process to God. Then, you have to do the work. That’s right, the work. While God will empower, lead, and direct you, you have to sort through your own issues.

God will do the healing, but you have to do the dealing.

Don’t think for a minute your marriage is beyond repair. It’s not too late for things to change for the better. It doesn’t matter if this is your first marriage and you’re new at this, or if it’s your third and you’re still flailing around, trying to figure it all out.

No matter how damaged your marriage, God can heal it.

No matter how loveless your marriage, God can reignite passion.

No matter how broken your marriage, God can bring about restoration.

In this book, we share our story, the struggles and the triumphs, so you can see how through the power of God and the process of change, He can transform a marriage from the inside out.

We offer a goal that you can achieve. We offer God’s vision for marriage to give you hope.

Redemption.

Purpose.

Another chance.

A do-over.

You may not have a relationship as destructive or dysfunctional as ours was (thank goodness), but consider this: If we can make our marriage work, so can you! Whether your relationship is stale or falling apart at the seams, there is hope.
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The Imperfect Marriage is divided into two parts:

Part 1: Me, will help you become more self-aware, see how your individual brokenness affects your marriage, deal with the brokenness, and understand the principles of trust and forgiveness.

Part 2: We, will explain God’s design for marriage, demonstrate how to reshape your marriage, help you navigate the treacherous waters of temptation, and give you strategies for living well if your spouse has checked out.

These two sections will mirror the stages of our journey, from brokenness to healing to restoration, through God’s love and guidance. Using our marriage story as a backdrop, we offer practical and revolutionary tools for common problems and obstacles.

The intimate details of our relationship are not the focus of this book, although we will invite you inside our vulnerable moments. We each have a story to tell. Ours isn’t more or less important than yours. The lessons we learned are what really matter.

The purpose of this book is to help you revisit your story in order to recreate your marriage. We want you to dig deep and take an honest look at yourself

At the end of each chapter, you’ll find some suggestions for reflection. Take the time and think about our questions. Meditate on them. Don’t dismiss them as insignificant or unnecessary reading.

Write down your thoughts in the available space or in a separate journal or notebook. Think, really think, about what we ask, and pray for revelation. When you do this, God will speak to your heart.

The trenches of marriage are real. So is God’s transforming power. Don’t be misled. God will not fix your marriage overnight by waving a magic wand. Through His guidance and your participation, an unraveling marriage can be woven back together with an everlasting strength.

Are you ready to dig deep?

Are you ready to discover what God thinks about marriage?

Are you ready for God to change your heart?

Are you ready to fall in love again?

Are you ready to be inspired to transform your marriage into an enduring and vital relationship?

Let’s get started.
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part one




ME
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Lost at First Sight

I (Tracy) remember the first time I laid eyes on Darryl Strawberry.

When we met, we were deeply wounded souls leading destructive lives. Our first introduction was at a Narcotics Anonymous (NA) convention in 2003. NA is a program and support group for people who want to break free from the lifestyle of drug addiction and alcoholism. The problem was that we had not broken free. We were still fighting the demons of addiction and the accompanying consequences.

I wasn’t (and still am not) a sports fan. I didn’t know much about Darryl’s baseball career. Frankly, I didn’t care. What I saw was a gentle, broken man desperately searching for a spark of hope to keep on living. I recognized that look because I had lived in that place of pain and desperation.

At the time, I had been clean and sober for a year but still had a lot of healing to do. I was determined to get well, but struggled to define what that meant and how to get there.

Darryl was sitting in a high-backed chair in a corner, desperately trying to blend into the crowd. His thin, frail frame sank into that chair as if he were part of the upholstery. People swarmed all over him, captivated by his celebrity status, yet unable to see his hurting soul. I was struck by how graciously he greeted everyone and signed autographs with what little energy he had.

My heart was torn. I didn’t know Darryl Strawberry, the celebrity athlete. I knew what I saw, a man with a tormented soul who had lost his identity. Oblivious to his hurt and need for space, the crowd just kept pulling and demanding more from him. It was a difficult scene to watch.

It wasn’t long before our eyes met. A mutual friend introduced us. Our first conversation ran deep. Darryl and I were brutally honest with each other from the start. We were addicts who had blazed a trail of destruction through our lives.

Our dialogue flowed naturally and passionately. I could feel the chemistry. Darryl was easy to like and talk to. I felt comfortable sharing with him and wanted to know him better. But I wasn’t interested in Darryl Strawberry, the ballplayer. Darryl Strawberry, the man, caught my heart.

By the time I (Darryl) met Tracy, I had partied hard for years, using cocaine, women, and alcohol to mask or numb my pain. In the process, I had destroyed almost everything in my path. My second marriage had just ended. My baseball career was over. I was drowning in legal problems. My money was almost gone. I was a train wreck. It seemed I had lived up to my father’s words: “You’re no good. You’ll never amount to nothin’.”

Life had left me bitter. Angry. Trying to find relief wherever I could. I’ve experienced the highs of championship victories and the lows of addiction. I had the power to get what I wanted, whenever I wanted. Women, drugs, you name it. But intertwined in the glamor of stardom was heartache. Emptiness. Pain. No amount of sex, money, or clothes; no number of houses, cars, or cocaine lines could ease it. So I fell. Hard.

My drinking and cocaine addictions led me to failed relationships, arrests, lawsuits, infidelities, league suspensions, and money problems. By the time I ended up at the NA convention, I had lost it all.

When I met Tracy, she stood out. It wasn’t just because she was attractive. I had been surrounded by beautiful women for most of my life. They were a dime a dozen. Tracy was different. Kind. Compassionate. She paid no mind to Darryl the great baseball player. It almost seemed as though she didn’t know who I was.

We talked for a while, sharing our stories, and listening intently. We poured our hearts out to each other. There were no secrets. Nothing to hide. Unlike me, Tracy was actually recovering. She was focused on staying clean and made that clear up front. I told her the truth—I was trying, but I was a long way from arriving. I even said, “Girl, you have no idea what you’re getting yourself into.”

We kindled a friendship that night and eventually started dating. I admired Tracy. She was a single working mom of three kids. The most beautiful part about her was that she was pursuing Jesus. She had just turned her life over to Christ. Even though she was battling with God and struggling to believe, she had a genuine commitment to growing spiritually. She was angry with God and had a difficult time believing that He could heal her heart and deliver her from deep-rooted addiction. Yet she chose to press through those feelings and embrace her faith. Tracy made the commitment to find out about Jesus for herself. She chose to follow Him and believe that He would reveal Himself to her along the way. She studied the Bible to get her own answers. She pursued Him with passion. I liked that. And, deep down inside, I wanted that.

Though I loved and looked up to Tracy, I didn’t make life easy for her. I wanted to break free from the lifestyle of addiction. I wanted to get clean and be well. Sadly, the desire wasn’t strong enough to make me do the work of change. I was still hanging out with the wrong people in the wrong places. I didn’t know how to change, even though I knew that I needed to. Most of our dating consisted of her looking for and pulling me out of crack houses. We were supposedly in love, but incapable of truly loving one another.

Many people have their stories of love at first sight. For us, it was lost at first sight. By the time we met, we had lost relationships, our children, our marriages, our money, our will to live, and our connection with God. We were spiritually, physically, emotionally, and financially bankrupt.

Our hearts were all we had to offer each other, which would have been fine except that those hearts were a mess. They needed a lot of healing. An unhealed heart is a dangerous thing. It houses hurts, unforgiveness, bitterness, pain, and every other thing that strips its ability to function properly.

An unhealed heart cannot produce the proper character required to love someone the way that God intended. As much as we tried to love each other, we couldn’t. Our addictions and the accumulation of unhealed wounds overrode our greatest intentions and efforts. We desperately needed a do-over before we even said “I do.”


TIME FOR A DO-OVER



Think about the first time you met your spouse.

Where were you? What did you say? Were you nervous? Excited? Hopeful? Was it a chance meeting? A blind date? What drew you to your husband or wife? Indescribable chemistry? Physical attraction? What made you want to see him or her again? His eyes? Her smile? His muscles? Her outfit?

Think about your dating relationship. Was it fun and natural? Drama filled? Loving and engaging? Maybe you and your spouse were two stable and emotionally whole people pursuing a healthy and growing relationship.

Perhaps your courtship was far from that.

We had a relationship that was far from healthy. Our life together was combustive from the words “hello” to the words “I do,” which would lead into words like “I don’t” and “I’m done.”

How does an “I do” turn into an “I’m done”? And how do you turn “I’m done” into a reformed “I do”?

Many times the “I dos” need a do-over. Not with another person, but with your current spouse.

One of the most amazing things about God is that He gives us a do-over the very minute we ask for one. Whatever the state of your marriage, you can begin again.

BLIND LOVE



When I (Tracy) met Darryl, I was searching for more. I was drowning in the aftermath of addiction to drugs and alcohol. The most heartbreaking consequence of my lifestyle had led to my ultimate nightmare: surrendering custody of my three beautiful children.

I had cleaned up my act on the outside but was empty inside. I couldn’t find what I was looking for in meetings, programs, or the NA convention. I was strong. I was determined. I was focused. Sobriety alone wasn’t the answer I sought. Something was still missing.

Have you ever been there? Wanting so much more but unsure of what exactly that is? Wanting to get to a better place but not knowing how to get there? You follow what seems to be the perfect GPS, the desires of your heart, only to find yourself right back where you started. The same old routine. The same old results.

Darryl and I desperately desired more. We wanted a new routine, a new way of living, a new outcome. We especially wanted a do-over in life and in relationships.

We fell in love. Fast and hard. Oh, that emotional GPS. When the alarms of physical attraction go off, it’s easy to lose your breath and your footing. Desire bypasses reason, logic, or calculated intention. It’s what many call love at first sight.

You are bewitched by beauty, captivated by strength. You are so enamored of a person that you can’t see straight. You can barely eat. Your mind is consumed by thoughts of him or her. The butterflies in your stomach distract you from everyday life. Maybe that’s how you felt when you met your spouse.

The kind of love that sees only what it wants to see is blind, a mere shadow of love that is fully informed.

Blind love falls in love with the potential of a person, not the nitty-gritty truth of who they really are.

Blind love tolerates deceptions that can very easily become your adopted truth, leading you right back into another unhealthy relationship.

Blind love tells you, “It will be different this time.”

That’s what I (Tracy) thought. I kept the blinders on and allowed myself to be drawn into another toxic relationship.

THE MISSING LINK—GODLY LOVE



God wired us to love and be loved. No one can escape the need for it. Love is as essential to living as oxygen.

The problem is that love the way God created it to be has been distorted by sin. Most times this four-letter word is defined by human desire instead of God’s design. We chase after it according to the world’s standards—love is connected to feeling good, looking good, getting something out of it, and other superficial ideals.

True love finds its purpose and fulfills itself within relationships that operate according to God’s ways, and His ways only. First John 4:8 tells us, “But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love” (NLT). We can’t love apart from God because God is love. He is the missing link in broken lives and broken marriages.

No one can claim to love God without knowing and loving Jesus. And to love Jesus is to obey Him. He said it Himself, “Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. And because they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love them and reveal myself to each of them” (John 14:21 NLT).

Love is grounded in God and evidenced through following Jesus. It requires a commitment to following God’s ways. When we started dating, we didn’t know what all that meant. We didn’t approach life with anyone in mind but ourselves.

I (Darryl) was saved, but I wasn’t living out godly principles. I had fallen away from God. Sure, I knew about Him. I had even given my life to Him at one point and went to church and read my Bible. But I was caught up in my old ways of thinking, being, and acting. I was spiritually and emotionally stumbling in the dark. Losing everything made me feel ashamed. Lost. Hopeless. And guilty.

By the time I (Tracy) hit rock bottom, I didn’t want to hear about God, let alone walk in His ways. I had lived so carelessly, made so many mistakes, and hurt so many people that I couldn’t even face God.

How do you repair, restore, and live right after so many years of destructive living? How could Darryl and I ever have a successful life full of promise, peace, and purpose?

These questions haunted me and kept me away from God for a long time. I didn’t feel worthy of His time or His love. I didn’t think God would even want to hear from a woman like me. I didn’t believe God wanted to love, forgive, heal, and transform me. I didn’t even believe He could.

Maybe you feel the same way. Do you question God’s love, power, and grace because you messed up?

Maybe you cheated on your spouse.

Maybe you are holding on to past failures.

Maybe you’ve been married multiple times and your current marriage is on the verge of ending.

Let’s get one thing straight—there is nothing, and we mean nothing, that can separate you from the love of God. Not your past. Not your failures. Not your hang-ups. Not your slipups.

Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:38–39 (NIV)

God loves you. And He is not only capable of redeeming and restoring you and your marriage, He longs to! He wants you to experience His love, true love, in your heart and with your spouse.

FINDING THE WAY BACK TO LOVE



Love in today’s world needs to be redefined. The desire to love and be loved hasn’t changed, but the way people do it must be transformed.

Restoration within a marriage is a process. It takes time. It takes more than just inspiration, it requires direction and application. You may wonder: What does a successful marriage look like? How is it accomplished? How can I achieve restoration? What do healing and growth look and feel like?

We can assure you it takes more than just a few prayers and shouts of praise. You have to go through to get to. Invest your time in self-evaluation and reflection through the eyes of Christ, filtered through His grace. This will require revisiting your past, contemplating your actions, and challenging your perspectives.

It’s important to note that the purpose of reflecting on your history is not to make you feel bad. You don’t do this to wallow in your pain or embrace your shame. We urge you to look back so you can shed light on the dark parts, uncover truths, and use that knowledge to build your future.

Look back to move forward!

Make no mistake. The journey of restoration is hard. It hurts, and it takes work. You’ll need to put in the effort, take purposeful action, and have patience. But trust us on this one: The journey is well worth it.

We started in a place of brokenness, but through the grace and guidance of God have made our way out. You can too.

Put on the proper mind-set and suit up for battle. Not with your spouse, but with the enemy who stands in your way. You and your spouse are going to win this fight. God is able. He will enable you. God is all powerful. He will give you the power you need for restoration.

We’ve heard it said that people will change when the pain of staying the same becomes greater than the pain of change (making different choices). Within the process of change there is hope. You can rest assured that every difficult step of change produces a positive result that will lead you and your spouse into freedom.


GOD IS ON YOUR SIDE



It is not God’s desire for you to live within a broken marriage. It is His deepest desire to heal you, teach you, change you, and transform your marriage. He can and will empower you and your spouse to turn things around, but only if you let Him and only if you do your part.

God is a gentleman. He will not barge into your life or work against your free will. He is a loving God who desires us to come to Him willingly. Think about that. Isn’t that the way you want your spouse to come to you? Willingly?

Will you give your heavenly Father permission to guide your journey? Will you allow the Holy Spirit to invade every area of your life? Your marriage will not be restored in your own strength, will, or power. The power must come from God through the Holy Spirit in you.

What is your spiritual condition right now? Have you turned your life over to God? Are you right with Him? Does the Holy Spirit live in you? Maybe you have fallen away or have taken your eyes off God because of the weight and pressure of your struggling marriage.

We want to encourage you to take your burden, your sin, and your shame to Jesus and allow Him to bury it, forgive it, and cleanse every part of you from the inside out. Let God raise you up through the power of His resurrection. The very same power that raised Christ from the dead will become alive in you. It will revive, strengthen, and empower you.

You can die to your old self, your old life, and all that is hindering God’s best in your life and the life and love of your marriage. Forgiveness, cleansing, healing, and newness of life begin at the foot of the cross.

God has already established the greatness of your life and your marriage, and He will bring it about. Sure, you will have to do the work, but the work is not yours to accomplish. You will do it only through the power of the Holy Spirit and your faith in Jesus Christ.

If you feel God speaking to your heart right now, spend a few minutes in prayer. Get your heart right with Him. Ask Him to forgive you. Ask Him to help you. Ask the Holy Spirit to enter your heart and open your spiritual eyes. Ask God to prepare you for this amazing journey, which you have already started. Ask Him to speak to you as you read this book and work through our questions.

Commit this process of restoration to your heavenly Father. And thank Him in advance for changing your heart and bringing your marriage to the place of greatness to which He has called you.
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God’s greatest desire is to restore us and our marriages back to Him. However, the journey begins with us as individuals. Before He can transform your relationship with your husband or wife, you have to allow Him to deal with you on the inside.

It’s time to change your mind-set. It’s time to define marriage through God’s eyes. It’s time to get rid of unrealistic expectations and set your eyes and hearts on what God says. Only when you change the way you think about marriage will your marriage begin to change.


SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT



At the beginning of this chapter, you took some time to reflect on first meeting your spouse. Now, we want you to focus on the state of your heart at that time.

What was your spiritual life like?

Where were you emotionally?

What defined you?

How did you define love?
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God’s Vision of Love

We had plenty of false expectations and ideas of marriage that worked against us right from the start. None of them had anything to do with what God says.

I (Darryl) had no idea what a loving marriage looked like. I didn’t think it was even possible. I was raised as a product of an abusive relationship. I understood violence and dysfunction. Happy marriages were something I saw in movies, not real life.

I was twenty-two when I married for the first time. My career as a ballplayer was taking off, but I had the maturity level of a kid. My girlfriend was pregnant and I believed that the right thing to do was to marry her. I loved her, but I wasn’t ready. I didn’t think about our compatibility or our future. I didn’t consider what a commitment really meant. I just did it. I said “I do.”

A split second later, I was saying, “I don’t.” I didn’t have the will to say no to all the beautiful women who threw themselves at me at home or on the road. I didn’t have the will to say no to the drinking or to the drugs, either. I don’t think I really wanted to. Our marriage eventually crumbled.

The second time around was pretty much a repeat. My wife couldn’t stomach the womanizing, drinking, and drugging and filed for divorce. Who could blame her? I was a mess. Our marriage ended on a sour note.

When Tracy and I married, I had no expectations. That’s right. None. Zero. Nada. She was an amazing woman and I loved her, so I figured I’d just marry her. Kinda like I did with my ex-wives. Seemed like a good idea at the time.

We knew we loved each other. I was crazy. Tracy was crazy. Well, she was probably crazy because I drove her crazy. I wasn’t entirely confident the marriage would last, but I hoped for the best. I guess a big part of me was apathetic about the sanctity of marriage. Getting married was something that I just did.

The biggest advantage in our relationship was that we both had the desire to seek Jesus. But while we loved God, we hadn’t centered ourselves in Him. We didn’t have the proper understanding of marriage as He saw it.

I (Tracy) came from a structured household led by loving parents. My mom and dad never fought, at least not in front of us kids. They were always cordial and polite to one another. They handled conflict between the two of them privately. They respected each other, and it showed in the absence of harsh words and thoughtless accusations. Marriage seemed so easy.

While I am grateful to have experienced such a stable environment, it formed in me a mind-set that marriage didn’t require much work. I assumed it just happened. Boy, was I wrong.

All my life I held on to the dream of the fairy-tale marriage. My husband would be attractive, successful, and fun. We would fall in love, have lucrative careers, live in a big house, make a few babies, and go on vacations. The man of my dreams would naturally be mindful of me, faithful, and caring. He would love being with me all the time. No other woman would ever catch his eye or his heart.

When I started dating, I was drawn to men by physical attraction and how much excitement and adventure they offered. I expected all the other stuff to somehow fall into place. However, life can quickly destroy love when you are not equipped with godly wisdom, purpose, and a realistic approach.

I was lost in the fairy tale, in love with the idea and feelings of romantic love. I had a very unrealistic view of marriage and my partners. That’s why my marriages didn’t work out. I didn’t realize success would require working hard and being God centered

God’s meaning of love completely contradicted my definition of the word. Mine was based on my opinions, desires, and fantastic ideas. I didn’t know God had a detailed plan and purpose for marriage. I had no idea that character, not attraction or romance, would be the defining element of success or failure within a marriage. As a result, I did not do what I needed to do to make my unions pure and right. I rolled the dice—twice—and lost.

DREAMS OF MARRIAGE



“He/she is my soul mate and completes me.”

“A great marriage just happens.”

“Love is enough and will conquer all our problems.”

“My husband/wife will change once we get married.”

These are just a few of the more common misconceptions people have about marriage. Unfortunately, they don’t carry much weight.

When tension builds, the following comments tend to become the reality. You may say things to your spouse like,

“What’s your problem?”

“You’re supposed to love me just the way I am.”

“This never bothered you before.”

“I don’t know who you are any more.”

“This isn’t what I signed up for!”

Sound familiar?

Everyone creates an idea of what marriage should be like, how a mate should perform, and who he or she should become. Usually it’s a wistful, unrealistic imagining of being taken care of, cherished, and fulfilled by a spouse. After all, marriage is about living happily ever after.

Right?

Let’s paint that picture.

I just know how my husband will be. I know he will show up at my office with a dozen beautiful roses delivered to my desk for all to see just how much he loves me. I will arrive home and he will take me out to dinner, not expecting me to cook after how hard I’ve worked all day. After we come home, I will pop my hair in a ponytail and slip into my baggy sweatpants, get comfy, and light a fire. He will listen to my every word (all 100,000 of them) and have such compassion for what I have gone through today as he listens so contently. After a long day, I will lay gently on my Prince Charming’s chest, which is just like the rest of his buff, strong body, and we will snuggle and fall asleep in each other’s arms. Oh, what a wonderful life this will be.

I just know how my wife will be. She will not be one of those women who come home from work and throw on her baggy sweatpants and pull her hair back into a ponytail. She will meet me at the front door in the hottest lingerie my mind could imagine, presenting my home-cooked three-course meal. She’ll shower me with respect and appreciation for working so hard all day and taking care of this household. She will lead me into the bedroom . . . and let’s just say I will eat my home-cooked meal later. After I devour that three-course meal she cooked just for me, she will massage my feet and I will fall asleep while watching Monday Night Football. She will gently cover me, kiss my cheek, and softly say, “Good night, baby.” Oh, what a wonderful life this will be.
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“The couple’s brutal honesty in
regards to their personal life will
be inspiring for many.”

—Publishers Weekly
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