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Dear Reader,

I remember it fondly. My older brother had just gone away for a semester abroad, leaving his guitar behind. Being the upstanding younger brother I was, I totally ignored his wishes to “leave my guitar alone” and ran up and grabbed the instrument as soon as he was out the door. What I do remember is that the first thing I did was play up and down one string. I found a bunch of frets that sounded good together. When I ran upstairs and played along to the radio (Metallica’s “Fade to Black”), I was amazed that each of the notes I had found sounded good—I had discovered a scale, but I didn’t know it yet. As I kept playing, I found more and more of these patterns that worked over every song I listened to. As I kept going, I saw patterns emerge all over the neck, and I knew that I was hooked. I really loved the sound of those scales, and I loved to create melodies and solos with them.

As I grew up, l learned about music and began to understand the great significance of scales in every aspect of music. As a professional musician, scales are something that I use on a daily basis in my music. I think you could spend your whole life studying this stuff and never get bored—I never have. There are literally millions of scales, but I’ve distilled this down to the scales that I think come up most often in professional music (across all genres). Don’t worry if you don’t get to them right away. Take what you need, and come back for more when you’re ready. You’ll bring your own music and musicianship to each scale, which is just a bunch of dots on a paper, but your own creativity will bring them to life. I wish you the best of luck on your journey.

Warmly,

Marc Schonbrun
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This book is dedicated to every musician and teacher who’s ever made a difference in my life. There are too many to mention, but most of you know who you are already.






Introduction

Welcome to The Everything® Guitar Scales Book, 2nd Edition. The purpose of this book is to show you all the possibilities of musical scales that exist on the guitar. This book is intended to be a complete reference to how to play, understand, and find scales in every key, in every position on your guitar. To facilitate this, you’ll spend most of your time looking at guitar fingerboard grids—you won’t need to learn to read a note of music. Each visual diagram will tell you exactly where to place your fingers, which fingers to use, and the name of each scale.
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