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  Introduction




  This book wants you to ask more from architecture.




  You live in a house, you work in an office, you send your kids to a school. These places aren’t just the backdrop to your life, they shape your life—they define who you see, what

  you see, and how you see it.




  Architecture impacts how you feel every day, which isn’t surprising considering how much time we all spend inside buildings. The average American, for example, spends 90 percent of

  their time indoors, yet so many of our buildings leave us without natural light, shelter us with low ceilings, and ignore our personal, social, and environmental needs.




  It doesn’t have to be like this. We can control this powerful force—we just have to start asking more from our buildings.




  This architectural revolution is already upon us. The average person is more comfortable having an opinion about architecture today than ever before, mostly due to the dialogue enabled by

  social media. The world’s 1.75 billion smartphones are fundamentally changing the way architecture is consumed, turning everyone into an architectural photographer. Photographs shared on

  social media liberate buildings from their geographic locations, enabling a new level of public engagement. We experience architecture today with an unprecedented immediacy, creating fodder for a

  global conversation about buildings and their impact.




  This communications revolution is making us all comfortable critiquing the built environment around us, even if that criticism is just “OMG I luv this!” or “This place gives

  me the creeps.” This feedback is removing architecture from the exclusive purview of experts and critics and putting power into the hands of the people who matter: everyday users. We have

  started “liking” and hating places out loud. Architects can hear us in real time, which has empowered (and sometimes even forced) them to pursue new ideas—to create solutions that

  respond to today’s most pressing social and environmental issues.




  In this new world, one in which people are asking more from their buildings, architects are no longer bound by any single style at any single time. People don’t want their town library

  in Seattle to look the same as their grandmother’s library in New Jersey. Even architectural historians don’t know exactly what is going on right now because everything is changing so

  fast. In fact, they will never know what is going on again, because the future of architecture is a frenetic whirlwind of experimentation and a reevaluation of long-accepted habits.




  This book considers the public to be a partner in architecture. The questions we can ask of buildings, and of architects, will create a new future—one that will look a lot different

  than the world we know today. Some of the questions this book poses may seem silly: What if a cow built your house? Can we swim in poop? Can we live on the moon? But two hundred years ago it was

  wild to ask, Will I live in the sky? Or, Will I need a sweater in the summer? Now that elevators and air conditioning enable us to live in the clouds and freeze in a heat wave, we must ask harder,

  more imaginative questions.




  Architects have the know-how to design buildings that are greener, smarter, and friendlier—and now the public is a partner in this ambition. In one hundred examples, this book is a

  primer on how you and I and the entire world can ask for good architecture.




  





  How we chose these buildings




  The more than one hundred projects chosen for this book are a nonscientific and purely subjective collection of the most interesting and relevant work being done in the

  field of architecture. They represent every continent in the world and multiple building types. They are big and small, conceptual and concrete. They were initially culled from more than five

  thousand Architizer A+ Awards entries and supplemented by exhaustive research, conversations, and personal experience.




  





  

    

      EXTREME LOCATIONS



 


 


      




      Humankind’s desire to explore and build in extreme locations raises a crucial question: How? How will scientists survive when they settle at the North Pole? How

      will naturalists take shelter when they observe reindeer in the Norwegian tundra? How will our children live when they land on Mars?
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        Can we live in the harshest place on Earth?


      

    


  




  Forget outer space—scientists are still navigating uncharted territories here on Earth. This relocatable research facility sits on the Brunt Ice Shelf at the

  southernmost Antarctic station, operated by the British Antarctic Survey. Perched on giant ski-like foundations, hydraulic legs allow the station to “climb” out of the snow after heavy

  precipitation; when the ice shelf moves out to sea in warmer weather, modules can be lowered onto skis and towed to a new location. Setting a new bar for climate change research in the polar

  regions, its spaceship-like form draws much-deserved attention to this groundbreaking work.




  Your survival depends on good design.




  Halley VI Antarctic Research Station. Antarctica




  HUGH BROUGHTON ARCHITECTS AND AECOM, CONSTRUCTED BY GALLIFORD TRY FOR THE BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY
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        What does architecture look like above 10,000 feet?


      

    


  




  Accessible only by gondola, this Austrian ski lodge sits 11,000 feet above sea level. It is designed to work with the natural landscape’s sheer visual and physical

  power; the structure is perched on the mountain’s summit to enable nature’s unique “snow architecture” to accumulate and melt unimpeded. An abundance of glass windows allows

  for nearly 360-degree views, framed by a specially engineered floor and roof designed to withstand the elements and huge temperature swings of the setting.




  Nature is the ultimate architect.




  Wildspitzbahn. Tirol, Austria




  BAUMSCHLAGER HUTTER PARTNERS
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        Can architecture be a path into the clouds?


      

    


  




  These viewing platforms hover above the Trollstigen road, a mountainous tourist path that twists and turns up near-vertical slopes and perches on a dramatic pass between

  Norway’s deep fjords. Humans may only visit—and build—there in the summer, when the weather is less harsh, but the platforms must withstand weather conditions year-round. Though

  the route delicately threads through the treacherous terrain, it relies on remarkable strength and careful engineering to stand the test of Norway’s harsh elements.




  The best architecture makes us forget how hard it works.




  Trollstigen National Tourist Route. Trollstigen, Norway




  REIULF RAMSTAD ARKITEKTER
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        What do reindeer do all day?


      

    


  




  A hiking trail leads to a spectacular site overlooking the Dovrefjell mountain range in central Norway, home to some of the last remaining wild reindeer herds in Europe. A

  sinewy pavilion invites visitors to warm themselves while observing the local reindeer population. The structure is an exercise in material contrast—a rigid outer shell of raw steel and glass

  houses a soft wooden core shaped like the nearby rocks, which have been eroded by winds and running water for centuries.




  Architecture rewards the adventurous.




  Tverrfjellhytta — Norwegian Wild Reindeer Pavilion. Hjerkinn, Norway




  SNØHETTA
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        Can modern architecture inspire pilgrimage?


      

    


  




  The Ruta del Peregrino is a pilgrimage route that winds 72 miles through the Jalisco mountain range. Nearly two million people each year make the arduous walk to honor the

  Virgin of Talpa. This lookout point is one of nine pieces of architecture designed to provide landmarks and shelter for these travelers (and attract more casual visitors to the route as well).

  Balanced like a seesaw, it frames the view at one of the highest points on the trail and offers a moment of respite from the trail’s harsh conditions.




  Architecture can make the journey.




  Ruta del Peregrino Crosses Lookout Point. Jalisco mountains, Mexico




  ELEMENTAL
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        Can you dream beneath the Northern Lights?


      

    


  




  This luxury hotel uses Iceland’s otherworldly landscape to create a completely escapist experience for guests. The architects chose the location very

  carefully—local lore discourages disturbing cave-dwelling elves nearby. With the environment in mind, the architects made ample use of recycled materials; rubber tires were remade into

  bathroom basins and lava into lamps. A nearly infinite, yet sustainable, supply of hot water comes from a 190-degrees-Celsius hot spring heated by a nearby volcano. And when nighttime comes, the

  heavens above put on a show like none other.




  Architecture reveals outer space on our own planet.




  ION Luxury Adventure Hotel. Thingvellir National Park, Iceland




  MINARC
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        Can a building stand on tiptoe?


      

    


  




  At this desolate resort, the cabins are designed to encourage inhabitants to appreciate the isolation of the desert. Rather than planting each 20-square-meter EcoLoft hotel

  room on the ground like a traditional building, the architects designed them to hover over the land on thin steel supports. They are arranged like the boulders around the site, scattered in a

  picturesque composition.
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