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Chapter 1 STORY TIME


“To rain or not to rain—that is the question.”

Jeanie Bell looked up from the book she was reading. Her best friend, Willow Davis, was staring wistfully out Jeanie’s bedroom window as raindrops pelted the glass.

“Hmm,” said Jeanie, peering at the dark gray clouds overhead. “It doesn’t look like it’s going to stop anytime soon. No wonder the Rivertown Players had to postpone their performance this morning.”
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Jeanie and Willow had been excited to go to Stratford Park that morning, where they would watch the theater group’s latest play, A Knight to Remember. But the wet weather had spoiled their plans.

“Don’t you remember the forecast?” asked Willow. “It’s supposed to clear up later. We can check out the afternoon show.”

Right, Jeanie thought, the forecast. The forecast that had shown up in a magical glowing orb when Willow snapped her fingers…
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Jeanie smiled and turned back to her book. The cover showed a girl with flowing red hair and an impressive suit of armor. She was pointing her sword at a fire-breathing dragon.

“What are you reading, anyway?” Willow asked.

Jeanie lifted the book so Willow could see the cover. “It’s called The Dragon’s Secret. It’s one of my favorite stories because it’s so adventurous.”
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“What’s it about?” asked Willow.

“This awesome knight named Eijane,” Jeanie gushed. “She goes on her very first quest and has to battle whatever obstacles come her way. I’ve read it seven times already.”
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Most people might be surprised to learn that a practical planner like Jeanie loved fantasy and adventure stories. But she’d always loved fairy tales because they were mysterious and magical—so much more exciting than her perfectly normal, perfectly predictable real life.

Well, the normal, predictable life she used to have. Ever since Willow had moved to Rivertown with a big secret, Jeanie’s life had been anything but predictable. Her best friend wasn’t your average second grader. She was also… a genie. Willow could make wishes actually come true! And conjure the weather forecast in a glowing orb!
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“Cool!” said Willow, coming over to look closer at Jeanie’s book. “Are there wise old wizards and evil goblins and treasure to find?”
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“There are!” said Jeanie, smiling. “It’s so good. Honestly, sometimes I wish I could escape into the pages of a book just like this.”

Suddenly the little lamp charm Willow always wore around her neck began to glow, bathing Jeanie in bright golden light. Her book began to sparkle and shake. And the faint sound of wind chimes rang in her ears.
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“Uh-oh!” Jeanie cried, dropping the book like a hot potato. “I shouldn’t have said that.…”

The golden light swirled around her, pulling her toward the pages of the open book.

“Grab my hand!” Willow shouted as she lunged for her friend.

But it was too late. The magical whirlwind surrounded Jeanie, and with one last flash of golden light, she was gone.
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