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Preface





  I was interwoven into the thickets along the riverbottom, slowly working my way along the banks of a stream that snaked in and out of the lowland trees and brush. Close to the stream I stayed, for the busy water’s constant gurgling covered the cracking of splintery twigs beneath my boots. I placed one foot firmly before lifting the other, raising my boots only high enough to clear the brush, walking Indian-style with toes pointed straight ahead. In slow motion I observed the thickets ahead, sometimes with unaided eye, sometimes with the compact binoculars which hung at my neck.




  Through a tunnel in the maze I spotted a small whitetailed buck feeding away from the stream — a “meat buck,” we would call him. Through that little passage I held the bead of my Model 94 on the target about 70 to 80 yards in front of me. I depressed the trigger while maintaining my sight picture, knowing any tendency to “snapshoot” would probably cause a miss.




  Crack! The tumbling water of the stream seemed to go silent at the bark of my rifle as the 170-grain handloaded bullet dropped my deer. There was nothing spectacular about the harvest. I had a fine piece of venison for family and self, and had probably helped the lowland whitetail herd, which was not being harvested at proper management levels, so I felt useful as a hunter there. The little 30-30 had come through again, and in such workmanlike fashion that I could not help being impressed.




  No fanfare. No scintillating ray gun zapping the buck with overwhelming force. Just a cleanly dispatched game animal. The little 30-30 had done it again — not with flare, but with its usual reliability, the kind of reliability I had counted on for almost 33 years of deer hunting. I have faith in the “little 30,” and I have learned how to strain the most from the round and its rifle. Though I own a closetful of guns, the 30-30 in one of my three models still comes forth when meat is the object of the chase, too, for it does its work without undue spoilage and loss of food, and yet the game is dropped cleanly and quickly.




  You couldn’t ask for much more.




  There are well over eight million 30-30s in this land, and close to five million of these are the Model 94 Winchester. You see, the Model 94 Winchester in 30-30 caliber is still America’s rifle and round. And this combination has been a favorite for a long time. Sure, faster cartridges in bolt-action rifles have surpassed the old 30-30 lever-action. And in many situations, these modern arms are indeed a better choice than the 94 in 30-30. I know that. I also know that there are plenty of other theaters in which the Model 94 in some form with its old 30-30 chambering is just right. Not “also ran,” but just right. I was awakened to this fact when an editor of mine wrote me saying, “I’m not sure you have the old 30-30 straight in your own head, Sam. There are times and places when the 30-30 is the best choice, not merely good enough.”




  Of course. Why else would the 30-30 and its lever-action firearm last from 1895 to the present day? Because of good luck? No, because of service. The American shooter knows what he’s doing. He buys what works. Yes, there have been other reasons for selecting the 30-30, such as low-cost ammo and arms, as well as virtually worldwide distribution of ammo. But nothing could have saved the 30-30 if in the final analysis it did not perform propnly and with dispatch.




  Obstinacy was no doubt part of my reason for writing this book. I became tired of hearing many of my contemporaries berating the little 30-30 and its lever-action rifle. When one fellow gun-writer said the 30-30 was useless on deer beyond 45 yards, my pen began moving as if an invisible force were guiding it. Why, my own handloads for the 30-30 were more powerful at 200 yards than anything loaded in a 243 Winchester or 6mm Remington, both considered good deer calibers by this same writer. I couldn’t put up with it anymore. I had to say something.




  And as I said something in print, my mind wandered back over years of hunting with the little caliber. I had my first Model 94 in 1955. I wasn’t any good with it. I used it as a snapshooter, something you pulled up and banged away with in some sort of attempt to guide a bullet from muzzle to target with wishful thinking. I hunted with the 30-30 four seasons in a row, 1955, ’56, ’57 and ’58. It was in 1958 that I decided to abandon both round and rifle for something better. I had missed, as I recall now, four good bucks that season, and I blamed the little carbine for it.




  By 1959, I told myself, I’d have a “good gun.” I did. I had a Model 70 Winchester with a 4X Bear Cub scope attached. The rifle was chambered in 270 caliber. And that outfit did make a difference. On my first hunt using it I bagged a then-record Coues deer (Arizona whitetail) with my new rifle — at a distance of about 30 steps! The buck left his bed like a ball of fur fired from a huge slingshot, and I put up the rifle, saw some brown hide in the 4X scope and fired, the 140-grain MGS bullet going through the buck lengthwise.




  For years I stayed away from the 94. I had bought mine for $40 used, refinished the stock beautifully with linseed oil and, when offered $50 for it, took the money and ran. But at times I wished I had it back. There were times when I wanted to carry a little slab-sided carbine into the brushpockets with me, times when I desired to work through the live oaks down in Sonora with a handmate rifle along, a good friend tucked under my arm, a rough little rifle I could take overnight on the backtrail without having to treat it as if it were made out of glass.




  I got another Model 94, another 30-30. I still carried my 270 in long-range country, or when I felt I needed an edge when hunting for special° trophies. But I had learned what escaped me the first time. I had learned to master the 30-30, and I found out that the Model 94 is not a beginner’s rifle, not a “good gun for a woman,” as I had read so often. Not so much a gun for the now and then hunter, but rather a tool for someone willing to work toward being an expert or near expert in the outdoors.




  Anyone can learn to master the Model 94, and certainly thousands — no, millions — of hunters had done so. They learned how to handle her, and how to aim her. The 30-30 is the most famous sporting round ever developed in the history of firearms. The reason? I already said it — it works. But it does take presence of mind to strain the most from the little lever-action and its celebrity round.




  The cognoscenti of the day may consider the 30-30 caliber to be no good past 45 or 50 yards, but the shooting public at large simply goes on putting venison in the pot without heeding the word of these experts. Of course, there are ways to make the Model 94 and its 30-30 round more proficient, and these ways will be discussed in this book. Today I often carry one of my Model 94s on the hunting trail because I have learned how to handload powerful ammo for them, and my 94s are tuned to shoot with good accuracy. I still have that reliable action, as well as the slab-sided profile which allows me to pack the rifle so easily. And I still have a 30-30, of course, which is fine, because, as Warren Page said, the round is “balanced,” a factor we go into later in the book. It’s just that my 30-30 handloads are a bit zippier (though totally safe) than factory fodder.




  The little 30-30 has made up for lack of range by allowing me an easy carry. She has made up for lack of punch by being easy to stalk with. And she has taught me many lessons in ballistic effectiveness, for the 30-30 fires bullets of superb design — though we may often fail to take note of the fact. I found the 30-30 to be my “middle ground gun.”




  My love for muzzleloaders has kept me using a round-ball rifle for much hunting. This rifle, my primitive hunting piece, would be on one end of my hunting continuum. On the other end, I use modern, high-intensity, low-trajectory rounds fired from excellent scope-sighted bolt-action rifles. The 30-30 takes up the middle ground for me, between the old and the new as it were.




  And the 30-30 apparently holds a middle ground for a good many other hunters in this land, as well as casual shooters, ranchers, farmers, cowboys and others who work in the outback as well as enjoying the outdoors. This is their book. This book belongs to just about all shooters across the country, because most of us have owned a 30-30, still own one or will have one someday. And at the very least, the rifle and round are much too famous to be less than familiar to every serious shooter. There simply are no shooters who don’t recognize the Model 94 Winchester.







   



  
Foreword





  This book is dedicated to the eight million 30-30s which have served shooters and hunters since 1895, and especially to the famous Model 94 Winchester which first chambered this round and which has grown to five million strong in manufactured numbers. The book is also dedicated to the shooter who owns a 30-30, has owned one or will own a Model 94. The 30-30 has been a milestone in American shooting, and as such is an important part of the history of firearms.




  When the Model 94 appeared in 1895, it was an immediate success. In Chapter One we discuss briefly this amazing story of the first sporting round in the world to be loaded with smokeless powder, its 165-grain bullet propelled at a muzzle velocity of 1,970 feet per second with 30 grains of the new fuel. Here is the grassroots rifle, the workhorse, Everyman’s gun, capable of putting food on the table today as it did yesterday, when the little rifle served also for protection in the undeveloped West where the law was not yet fully a part of society.




  More venison has been harvested with the 30-30 than with any other round in the world of smokeless-powder shooting. Its detractors today say more deer have been wounded with the 30-30 as well. If so, it was through misuse of the round, for no deer properly targeted with correct 30-30 loads gets away. In my recent hunting, I have taken several game animals with the venerable 30-30 out of different Model 94 firearms: a standard carbine manufactured in the middle 1950s, a 26-inch octagon-barreled Model 94 made in 1899, a little Trapper’s Model of today’s manufacture and my constant companion — a customized Model 94 with a 24-inch octagon barrel. All of this game has been harvested cleanly and honorably.




  The Model 94 is light in weight. It is fast-pointing, too, and I enjoy carrying my 94s because they feel good in the hand. They are well-balanced, and they are flat-sided. There is plenty of power in a factory 30-30 load for deer and similar game within range, and that power is enhanced by handloading. Almost amazing versatility results when the little round is handloaded. Then the fast-swinging 94, with its natural carrying ease and balance, becomes a rather powerful hunting tool as well.




  She’s an expert’s rifle, and I call her a rifle even when she wears the 20-inch barrel. Carbine may be the more correct term, but just as the Model 7 Remington with its 18-inch barrel is a rifle, so the Model 94 with its 20-inch barrel is a rifle — or a carbine. Take your choice. Managing the Model 94 takes definite concentration and knowledge, and an entire chapter of the book is devoted to handling this superb shooting instrument. Anyone can master the 94, of course. It requires only a desire to do so.




  America and Canada are not the only countries to employ the Model 94 30-30, though certainly this is America’s rifle and caliber. In Europe, the 30-30 round is known as the 7.62x51R — 7.62mm in caliber with a rimmed case 51mm long. And in Mexico — well, that’s a story by itself. The little round and rifle made history south of the border. They were used by Pancho Villa’s men as well as by countless hunters. Called the “treinta y treinta” in Mexico, the round and its 94 rifle are an institution. No vaquero would turn down a chance to own a 94 30-30.




  There is challenge here. No doubt about it. Compared with the hotrock numbers of our day, the 30-30 is limited in range and power. But the reliable 94 and equally reliable 30-30 load are both a match for big game when the hunter accepts the challenge and hunts in accord with the ability of the cartridge. I accept the challenge of the 30-30, and so do millions of other hunters. The reward is plenty of quickly and cleanly harvested big game. Especially with handloads, the little 30 is up to many tasks. It’s a plinker, a turkey rifle and load, even a varmint rifle and small-game taker. The 94 30-30 is also a wild-boar rifle with handloads, a close-range black bear gun and a “brush rifle,” and of course it’s a premium deer-harvester, even at 200 yards with the loads I will recommend.




  Knowing the limits and capabilities of a firearm and its round allows us to increase those capabilities and reduce the limitations. This book works from beginning to end to do just that — increase the effectiveness of the 94 and its famous round. My own 94s have never balked, never jammed, never misfired. They have been true at all times, like old and trusted friends.




  “I’ve owned three rifles,” the man told me. I was in the Yukon. The year was 1966. And the man before me was a trapper of many years, having been born 60 years earlier at Whitehorse. “Three rifles,” he continued, “all of them in 30 caliber. I started with a 30-40 Krag. Good round. I still have the rifle. Then I went to a 30-06. Got one cheap, and it was a good rifle, but I don’t have it now. And I traded some furs for a little Model 94 carbine 30-30. I like my 30-40 real well still, but when it comes to getting my winter moose meat, I just grab the old 30-30. It’s all I ever need.”




  A lot of hunters have felt just this way, and this book quotes a few of these successful outdoorsmen. Part of the 30-30’s fame rests in the hands of the expert outdoorsmen who learned to use that rifle and round in a professional fashion. They gave these little rifles names. There was Novia, a 30-30 of the Mexican countryside owned by a well-known American bear hunter. There was Little Eva, an Arizona 30-30 which put a lot of meat on the table of one hunter during the Depression. There was Turkey Track, a little carbine which inhabited a ranchhouse in Arizona in such a fashion that the rifle seemed to belong to the home more than to its occupants. There was Meatmaker, another 30-30 of the Arizona-Mexico border which lived up to its name in the hands of an old miner.




  Guns Annual Book of Hunting, Fall 1979, Volume 18, page 29, says this of the 30-30: “.30-30 Winchester — Without question the greatest commercial success of the cartridges, thanks in great measure to the Model 94 Winchester.” Yes, thanks to the Model 94 Winchester, and thanks also to that balance of round spoken of earlier, a balance which gives properly constructed bullets sufficient velocity for expansion and penetration without bullet “bustup” or separation of core and jacket, as can happen with some bullets of the day.




  The 30-30 is no doubt a part of another era. And I am not trying to breathe life back into it, for it needs no resuscitation. The old round is alive and well and apt to remain that way for a long time to come. This book is not aimed at hard-selling the 30-30 or Old Slab-side. Neither needs my help. The book is intended solely to be a study of round and rifle, with hardrock information, not sentiment, filling its pages.
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  America Meets the 30-30




  The year—1895. The world of shooting was about to have its very foundations shaken by an earthquake of 6.0 on the Richter Scale, the epicenter being a small (for the times) 30-caliber projectile of 160 to 165 grains in weight, driven by a relatively minuscule powder charge weighing only 30 grains. The cartridge case was also small—it would be eclipsed in the shadow of the ponderous blackpowder metallics of the day, such as the 50-110 Winchester or even the 45-70 Springfield, whose big brass sides would all but hide this modest case. But the 30-caliber bullet would leave the muzzle at about 1,970 feet per second with that little powder charge pushing on it. And the propellant would not be the familiar black powder of the day, but rather a relatively new fuel—smokeless powder, they called it. Yes, it was the 30 WCF, or 30 caliber Winchester Center Fire, a round which would soon be known around campfires from the eastern seaboard to the high Rockies as the 30-30.




  The 30-30 was not the first smokeless cartridge. But it was the first smokeless sporting cartridge of the day. In about 1885 the military ballisticians had smokeless powder on the drawing board, soon to be used in a metallic cartridge case. Actually, smokeless powder formulas had existed for several years, but it was 1886 when the French 8mm Lebel appeared, a military round loaded with smokeless powder. And in our own country, the military would offer a good cartridge to be adapted to the Krag rifle. This was the 30-40 Krag round, 30 caliber, loaded with 40 grains of smokeless powder, and available prior to 1892.




  But the 30-30 was the first American round to be offered to the shooting public at large, along with its sister round, the 25-35, of course. It made history. Boy, did it make history! The experts argue about it now, but the round was offered with either a 160-grain or 165-grain bullet. Nobody seems to know which for sure, or at least, no one I contacted could prove which weight was the first to be loaded into the 30-30 case. There is even some argument concerning the smokeless powder load. Some sources suggest that the 30-30 was actually a blackpowder round first: 30 caliber with 30 grains of FFg or similar black powder.




    The author shows an original Model 94 Winchester rifle with a 26-inch octagon barrel. It’s a take-down type, and the rifle literally breaks in two at the receiver.




  [image: The author shows an original Model 94 Winchester rifle with a 26-inch octagon barrel. It’s a take-down type, and the rifle literally breaks in two at the receiver.]


  

  I don’t believe that for a moment. The 30 WCF was called a 30-30 because it was popular in the late 19th century to name rounds based upon the average powder charge used in that round. Sure, the 44-40 was a blackpowder number: 44 caliber (actually more like 43 caliber) loaded with 40 grains of black powder. The 50-110 was 50 caliber loaded with 110 grains of black powder. And so forth. But there was also the 30-40 Krag, and it used smokeless powder. No, the 30-30 was designed to be smokeless from the start, in my opinion, and note that it was called the 30 WCF by Winchester. The 30-30 name came later, after it was recognized that 30 grains of powder — smokeless powder — happened to be the nominal load for the round at the time.




  
[image: The modern Model 94 Angle-Eject XTR with its 20-inch barrel looks much like the original, but a Model 94 fan can easily tell the difference between the old and the new.]
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  That the 30-30 was fast for its day and that it used smokeless powder were two big factors, all right, but the bullet itself was another interesting particular from the sportsman’s point of view. It was not the common lead or lead alloy bullet, but rather a jacketed bullet. That is, it had a lead core, but the core was covered by a metallic skin. This combination allowed that high velocity figure without leading of the bore, which would have occurred, most likely, with the lead alloys of the day if the bullet had worn no jacket.




  Today, with 3,000-foot-per-second muzzle velocity being ho-hum to us, and over 4,000 feet per second being available to any shooter who wants to buy a hot 22 centerfire round, we may fail to understand what was achieved for hunters and shooters with the little 30-30 and its then-exciting exit velocity of 1,970 feet per second. I have personally chronographed quite a number of oldtime blackpowder cartridge loads, and I go on record now as saying that 1,500 feet per second was just about all a shooter of that time could expect. I fired some 44-40 blackpowder loads recently, with fresh black powder, and the 1,200-foot-per-second mark was about all I could muster over my chronograph screens. About the fastest blackpowder round I have personally fired happened to be a 45-120 Sharps. That round gained a muzzle velocity of 1,500 feet per second in my tests.




  Two factors, at the very least, were at work on the side of the 30-30, helping the rancher, the explorer, the hunter and any shooter. First, the higher muzzle velocity of the 30-30 meant flat shooting. The trajectory, as compared with that of the blackpowder “punkin tossers” of the day, was very level. If a shooter sighted the 30-30 for 150 yards, it would be no trick at all to make a good hit out of 200 yards without undue guesswork or “Arkansas elevation.” For those hunters who lived with their firearms on a daily basis, I will bet that learning to place the bullet out to 250 yards was no trick.




  And there was a second factor at work in favor of the little 30—recoil was much reduced as compared with the big-bore blackpowder rounds, and yet the 30-30’s effectiveness on game was excellent. In short, hunters found that they could manage their 30-30s quite well.




  
[image: The power of the 30-30 is often impugned these days, but for its intended game, the little 30 still does a fine job at modest range. Here’s the old 30-30 as compared with a few other interesting factory rounds. The 30-30 is on the far left, and the super popular 30-06 is to its right. Next is an 8mm Remington Magnum, a specialized round for long-range work on big game, never destined to be popular. The fine 358 Winchester round is next, and then, just for comparison, take a look at the little 17 Remington with its tiny 25-grain bullet.]
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  Recoil is a condition of Newton’s Third Law of Motion, stating that every action has an opposite and equal reaction. Momentum is zero before the gun is fired; at firing, the gun is trying to head backward as fast as the bullet goes forward, but because the mass of the firearm is far greater than the mass of the bullet, there is not equal velocity in both directions—fortunately for us. However, the gun does recoil, of course, dependent upon several factors. One of these factors is the actual weight of the powder charge. In a 45-70, we are dealing with 70 grains of fuel, and the big 50-110 used 110 grains of black powder. But the 30-30 was working with only 30 grains of fuel, and that lighter powder charge was one of the factors in favor of the round’s light recoil.




  Sooner than you could say “Winchester, the gun that won the West,” everyone was carrying a newfangled 30-30. Not only were the advantages of flat trajectory and light recoil in the round’s favor, but smokeless powder was comparatively clean-burning. The blackpowder shooter had to scrub his firearm to get rid of the fouling. That fouling was not so terribly corrosive in and of itself, but it was hygroscopic—that is, the residue attracted moisture like a bathing beauty on the beach attracts attention. With the use of hot water, usually, the blackpowder fouling had to be removed not only from the bore, but also from the cartridge cases. Although the first 30-30 rounds were not totally clean in terms of non-corrosive primers, they were certainly a lot cleaner than the blackpowder rounds.




  Also, there was no cloud of smoke to contend with. This element, however, was not all-important. I have taken big game as well as winged game with front-loaders, and though it is disconcerting to have to wait for. the self-created smokescreen to disappear before the shooter can see what he got, the smoke can be lived with. Nonetheless, the lack of smoke was a favorable dimension of the new 30-30.




  What about actual power? Let’s be fair about it and look at this from both sides of the fence—the 30-30 and its black-powder predecessors. A 44-40 could push a 200-grain bullet from the muzzle at about 1,200 feet per second, in actual chronographed velocity. The energy level, using Newton’s formula, would be about 640 foot-pounds. But the 45-70 drove a 500-grain that fast, so its energy level was about 1,600 foot-pounds. The new 30-30 with a 165-grain bullet—I’ll assume that was the actual weight of the first 30-30 bullet—at 1,970 feet per second would earn a muzzle velocity of 1,422 foot-pounds.




  At the muzzle, using Newtonian data, the 45-70 would be more powerful than the 30-30 back in 1895 when both could be purchased freely over the gun counter. But the 30-30’s velocity held up quite well. At 150 yards from the muzzle, the 30-30 bullet would still be doing about 1,400 feet per second. The 45-70 would be down to maybe 950 feet per second. The 30-30 would have about 720 foot-pounds remaining and the 45-70 about 1,000 foot-pounds left, but you would probably have to hold at least a foot high with the 45-70 at 150 yards, while the little 30-30 was right on the money at 150 yards.




  What about the rifle for the 30-30? Actually, the design started out in the fertile mind of John Browning a good long while before 1895. U.S. Patent Number 524704, dated August 1894, gave us the Winchester Model 1894 rifle, which we now call the Winchester Model 94. In November of 1894, Winchester’s catalogue showed the 1894 rifle, but not, of course, with the 30-30 smokeless round. Instead, two good blackpowder cartridges were chambered in this lever-action rifle, the 32-40 and 38-55. Those blackpowder rifles did not have to contain the pressure developed by smokeless powder, and the steel in their manufacture was commensurate with the rounds used in them. Hence, the blackpowder version of the 1894 rifle was not strong enough to withstand the rigors of smokeless powder.




  Winchester took care of this. In August of 1895, the Model 1894 rifle was available in a new steel. It was called Nickel Steel, and this barrel would withstand the higher pressures developed by smokeless powder. Now we had the 30-30, for this 1895 introduction of the 1894 rifle model carried two chamberings, the famous 30-30 and the 25-35 round. The rifle wore a barrel 26 inches long, and there was also a carbine with a barrel of 20 inches in length. The rifle weighed about eight pounds, the carbine about 6½ pounds. You had to pay $18 for a new 1894 Winchester rifle in 1895.




  The 25-35 was an interesting one. It lasted for quite some time in the lineup, firing its 117-grain bullet, and I believe the rate of twist in that Model 1894 rifle for the 25-35 was the fastest in a commercial rifle, perhaps even to date—being 1:8, one turn of the bullet in every eight inches of barrel. Of course, barrel length has nothing to do with actual RPS, or revolutions per second of the bullet, since RPS is a factor of the rate of twist and the exit velocity. A one-inch barrel with a 1:8 twist imparts the same RPS value as a 30-inch barrel with 1:8 twist, provided the muzzle velocity of the bullet is the same.




  There was also the 32 Winchester Special, a 30-30 in case shape firing a bullet of 32 caliber instead of 30 caliber. Its actual purpose is still questioned by experts, but some feel that the 32 Winchester Special was introduced as a slightly better blackpowder round for those who preferred to handload with black powder. One thing is certain—the 32 Winchester Special was not chambered in any rifle to the level enjoyed by the 30-30, nor was the 25-35. It was the 30-30 that lived on and is still with us in force to this day.




  In our study of the Model 94 30-30, it is important to understand the force — and I think that is the right word — which this round and rifle had on the shooting fraternity. As Browning and Gentry said in the 1964 Doubleday book, John M. Browning, American Gunmaker, pages 130 to 131:






   There has never been so sudden and complete a change in the gun world as was occasioned by the advent of the Model 94 .30/30. Few, if any, rifles made specifically for black powder appeared after the 94 came on the market. For years, if you met a rider in the mountains with a rifle in his saddle scabbard, you could lay long odds on its being a .30/30. That model, especially the carbine, was a favorite arm of Mexican rebels, in the days when uprisings were frequent in Mexico. Older jobbers can remember bonuses above retail for the carbines and cartridges, coming from all points along the border. The .30/30 is still widely used, preferred by many as a deer gun, and a special favorite of ranchers and sheepmen. With them it is an old habit, hard to break. Winchester’s 1958 advertisements represented it as ‘the most popular hunting rifle ever built—bar none!’ and their catalogue of the same year states that ‘probably more deer have fallen to this old favorite in the past six decades than to all other rifles combined.’







  Harold F. Williamson, in his A. S. Barnes book of 1952 entitled, Winchester: The Gun That Won the West, says that over 700,000 Model 94s were manufactured by Winchester by the year 1914. And Williamson states that in 1927 a very special engraved Winchester Model 94 with the serial number 1,000,000 was presented to Calvin Coolidge, then President of the United States. Furthermore, on May 8, 1948, President Harry Truman was presented with a Model 94 Winchester bearing the serial number 1,500,000. I understand that by 1966 the figure was 3,000,000 and that today it is 5,000,000 copies strong.




  Indeed, there have been other 30-30 chamberings besides the Model 94 Winchester. The Models 55 and 64 Winchesters were variations of the 94, using essentially the same action. Winchester’s single-shot Model 85 was briefly chambered in 30-30 caliber, as was the Remington Rolling Block single-shot. The Savage Model 99 was chambered in 30-30, too. So was the Marlin Model 93, which became the Model 36, which became the famous Model 336. In this last model, about 3,000,000 copies have been made, most of them in 30-30.




  A modern-day single shot, the Savage Model 219, has been chambered in 30-30 caliber. And the Europeans have made a number of drillings and combination guns in 30-30, too. Even the bolt-action has been chambered in 30-30, to include the well-known Savage Model 340 and Winchester’s Model 54, forerunner of the Model 70 Winchester. Savage’s Model 40 bolt-action was also a 30-30 chambering.




  Actually, when you consider that the Savage 99 was also chambered for the 303 Savage, this fact gives more impetus to the thrust of the 30-30; the 303 Savage is in fact very much like the 30-30 round, though the two will not interchange, and the 303 Savage was loaded with a 190-grain bullet for much of its life. You can still buy 303 Savage ammo with the 190-grain Silvertip bullet, and I do buy this load, but only to get the 190-grain bullet, which I pull and load into my 30-30 Winchester cases. The 30 Remington was a rimless version of the 30-30, and for all practical purposes the 32 Winchester Special was a 30-30 with a bullet of larger diameter. So the 30-30 round had its imitators.




  Even when I was a youth, the 30-30 was so widely used that to say “Get your 30-30” meant the same as saying “Get your rifle.” Larger rounds, in fact, did not supplant the 30-30. Think it over. The fine 30-06 was on the scene very early in the 20th century, but it did not send the 30-30 to the showers. In 1925, the excellent 270 Winchester hit the gun world like a tornado, but in spite of its whirlwind force, it did not blow the little 30-30 off the map. The good 300 Savage didn’t, either. No, the old 30-30 M94 hung on. I enumerated the reasons earlier: its light weight in the carbine, good balance, sufficient power of the round, good firepower, good bullet penetration, fine handling aspects of the gun itself. These and others were and are the reasons for the 94’s continuing popularity.




  “The fact of the matter is that Winchester’s .30-30 is and always has been a big seller because it does the job!” So said Al Miller in Rifle Number 37, page 43 of the January-February 1975 issue. H. V. Stent cited another interesting and, on the surface, somewhat amazing point concerning our little 30-30. He wrote in the Gun Digest, page 13 of the 34th 1980 edition, “In a whitetail deer survey taken by The American Rifleman in 1947, the 32 Special scored slightly better than the 30-06/220 gr. when it came to dropping a deer in its tracks with a hit in the heart area. The 30-30 170-grain scored about 15% less. What were the only two calibers which scored 100% when all the others made only about 50%? The 300 Magnum and—wait for it—the 30-30/150-gr!”




  Sounds far out on the face of it, but as we go into the ballistics end of this story, you will see some underlying factors which make the above statement clearer. Make no mistake—the 30-30 is not as powerful as the 30-06, and nobody is suggesting any such thing. But I say again what Warren Page stated a long time ago, that the 30-30 is a balanced round. And it is that balance which makes it effective within its sphere, where it belongs—up to medium range on game of medium size.




  Oh yes, the popularity of this round and its Model 94 were amazing, and that popularity has been analyzed by many shooters over the years. Even in the 1950s, and probably well into the 1960s, the 30-30 was king in the West. As I grew up in Arizona, I doubt that I had a deer-hunting friend who didn’t own a 30-30, and the ranches I visited, and even worked on in two cases, were veritable strongholds for Model 94s. Everyone raised “out West” knew this. Jack O’Connor said on page 117 of his book The Hunting Rifle, Winchester Press 1970:






   The best testimonial evidence I ever got on the impact of the .30/30 on the Western hunter, however, was from an interesting old character who lived just across the Arizona border in Sonora [Mexico). I used to hunt sheep, antelope, and deer with him. He had been born in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, and he had hunted for the market in Wyoming, Montana, Arizona, and the Yukon. He said that when he got his first .30/30, along about 1896, it was a revelation to him that he could kill much better with it than with his black-powder rifles because he had to do less guessing on where he should hold on shots over 125 yards. He told me that he never had any trouble killing elk with a .30/30 and that if he didn’t get seventeen or eighteen elk with a box of cartridges, he felt he was doing poorly.







  O’Connor goes on to tell of this old hunter and his exploits on moose and caribou in the Yukon with the 30-30. And his story reminds me of Sweetwater John Bradsher, who lived for years in Patagonia, Arizona, on the Mexican border. I had the good fortune of living in Mr. Bradsher’s home for a time, being best friends with his son, Robert, and when I came· along, the only deer rifle around was a Model 94 30-30, which had brought in plenty of meat in its time.




  None of this is meant to convince anyone to rush out and latch onto a Model 94 30-30. I already said neither the round nor its rifle need any promotion from me. Also, there are rifles and loads more sure-fire across a canyon than the 30-30 is, and I admit to using the 30-30 because I accept and enjoy the added challenge. However, that old 30-30 certainly has a history, a story to tell, and Al Miller in the aforementioned article says, “To the best of my knowledge, no sporting arm in the world has ever come close to its [Model 94’s] sales record, and from all indications its popularity shows no sign of diminishing.”




  No sign of diminishing, even in the face of a “bad press,” which is often the fate of the 30-30 today. One of the criticisms tossed against the Model 94 and the 30-30 round is lack of accuracy. To be sure, I doubt that the Model 94, out of the box, will shoot along with a Model 70 Winchester or a Model 700 Remington or any of the other fine bolt-action arms of the day. But watch out. A tuned Model 94 will maintain hunting accuracy in fine style. Let me turn once again to Al Miller’s comments: “With a bit of practice, it’s no trick at all to put all six or seven rounds in an 8-inch bull at 100 yards in 20-25 seconds [with the Model 94 30-30].” (Page 44, Rifle Number 37.) And furthermore, specially barreled Model 94s have proved highly accurate. Al Barr, one of the most respected arms experts in our century, obtained groups of only one-half inch at 100 yards with a specially barreled Model 94 30-30. (Gun Digest, 1980 34th edition, page 16.)




  With my own handloads, I can sight in to strike the target about three inches above the center of the bull at 100 yards, and the bullet will drop into the dead center of the bull’s-eye at 200 yards. At 200 yards, more energy is delivered from my 30-30 handloads than anything that can be put through a 6mm Remington or 243 Winchester, though these last two are great rounds. My statement is made to prove a point. Game departments in various places tried to get rid of the 30-30 for game larger than deer, and they probably had a point. An elk is big and tough, and I’d rather see a 30-06 or bigger used for it than a 30-30.




  
[image: There’s more power available to Model 94 fans today. John Fadala tries a shot with the Big Bore Model 94 in 356 Winchester, a potent round for big-game hunting.]



    There’s more power available to Model 94 fans today. John Fadala tries a shot with the Big Bore Model 94 in 356 Winchester, a potent round for big-game hunting.




  But should such a rule be applied to the fellow who has trained himself to hunt, truly hunt? No, he should be given some slack, and even more so if he hand-loads, because he’s likely to do better work with his old 30-30 on just about any game than a less experienced hunter.




  I was looking through a book entitled Chips From a Wilderness Log by Calvin Rutstrum, parts of which expounded on hunting, and on page 42 was a picture showing some snowshoes, a Peterborough toboggan of the “wilderness” type, some packs and provisions and a sheathed Model 94 Winchester carbine. The scene made me nostalgic. I thought to myself that if I were going to live in the back-country for a while during the hunting season, and I wanted to pack along a rugged little firearm, it would very likely be a Model 94 30-30, just like Calvin’s.




  She’s an old gal, but she has aged gracefully and well, and she has also been updated from time to time, especially in the ammo department. The ballistics of the 30-30 in factory form have been mildly improved over those of 1895, and it’s not unusual to find a 170-grain bullet leaving the muzzle of the carbine at about 2,100 feet per second. My hand-loaded ballistics are a bit better yet, as we shall see as we travel the path of the 30-30 together.




  The Model 94 has been updated, too, with an Angle-Eject model which has an excellent action, and with calibers of more punch than any 30-30 ever had, such as the 307 Winchester, the 356 Winchester and the 375 Winchester. There is also the fine 7-30 Waters, a 7mm based somewhat on the 30-30 case and chambered into the Model 94 in a rifle with a 24-inch barrel, not terribly unlike the very first Model 94s, which were rifles instead of carbines, having longer-than-20-inch barrels.




  As you slip in and out of the brush or forest with that little Model 94 in hand, its flat sides hanging up on nothing at all, balanced like a piece of bamboo, light in the palm of the hand, you feel that you are up to the task of harvesting deer-sized game even though your weapon is a 30-30 and nothing more. If you have hand-loaded, your confidence may be even deeper-seated. She’s going to come fast to the shoulder and point pretty well, though a veteran hunter will aim that shot—he won’t simply toss a bullet out there like a hand-thrown rock in hopes of intercepting his game. And when that well-aimed shot is home, an honorable harvest will follow swiftly. I’ve known the experience many times.
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