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FOREWORD

HERE WE HAVE one of the most important collections of drums kits in the world—truly one of a kind.

This collection of drum sets tells the complete story of rock drumming. The equipment that is seen in this book shows the start of many groundbreaking trends that have gone on to influence both manufactures and drummers alike.

It’s the first time equipment of this caliber has been documented so carefully and all in one book. This is a must-have book for those wanting to understand the progression of the drum set, changes in drum styles and configurations throughout the years, and most importantly, the different materials used to make these drums—from stainless steel to aluminum and exotic woods, to various high-end plastics—all of which still shapes the way drum sets are made today!

It’s all here in the book, along with some of the unbelievable creativity that has been used over the years to decorate these drums and make them each unique in their own right.

Someone had to put this collection together and David has done just that. For all of the drummers around the world, it’s incredible to have this drum set history presented in one book for the whole world to see.

Sit back and enjoy!

—Carl Palmer
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INTRODUCTION

LET’S FACE IT: IF IT WEREN’T FOR DRUMS, WE’D ALL BE LISTENING TO CHAMBER MUSIC. Drums are the heartbeat of rock, pop, R & B, country—you name it—which is why people tend to be fascinated with them. And yet the average person has never had the chance to closely examine a drum set. This book aims to change that.

The drum set is the most personal of all instruments because it’s the only one that is literally built around the person playing it—both physically and stylistically. As a result, no two drum kits are exactly alike. That’s why drummers are always interested in learning about the different kinds of setups other drummers are using. For those folks, Crash offers a treasure trove of photos and information, not just about any other drum kits, but also about dozens of unique and historically significant sets, as well as the famous drummers who played them.


WHAT IS A DRUM SET?

In order to better appreciate the material offered in this book, nondrummers might benefit from a little explanation of what a drum set actually is. So, a drum set (or drum kit) consists of various types and sizes of drums assembled together to be played by one person. A basic kit usually includes a bass drum, snare drum, rack tom, floor tom, set of hi-hat cymbals, and ride cymbal, as well as one or more crash cymbals.

The bass drum is the largest and lowest-pitched drum on the kit. It’s often referred to as the “kick” drum because it’s played with the foot. In most musical styles, the bass drum lays down the fundamental beat of a song. The snare drum is a shallow drum fitted with wires, or “snares,” stretched across its bottom head. It produces a high, crisp sound that cuts through the music for backbeats and syncopated rhythm patterns.

Rack toms are usually positioned above the bass drum. Depending on their sizes, they produce high- to moderately low-pitched sounds. Floor toms are larger than rack toms and produce a lower-pitched sound. They generally have their own legs, but they’re sometimes suspended on stands.

A hi-hat is a device that closes two cymbals together when a pedal is depressed, then opens them again when the pedal is released. Hi-hat cymbals are played by hand with sticks to create rhythm patterns, as well as by foot: the chick sound made when the cymbals are closed with the foot helps establish a backbeat.

A ride cymbal is generally a large-diameter cymbal that’s played with the tip of a stick to help establish the tempo and feel of a song. Crash cymbals are smaller and thinner than ride cymbals and do just what their name implies. They “crash” when struck, adding emphasis at certain points in the music.


DIFFERENCES AND SIMILARITIES

The drum sets shown in this book vary dramatically in size and configuration. Some are relatively small and simple, like those used by jazz greats including Buddy Rich and Joe Morello. But simple kits also made rock history. Just look at the “Hello Goodbye” kit used by legendary Beatles drummer Ringo Starr or the studio kit played by Mitch Mitchell when he first joined the Jimi Hendrix Experience.

Of course, the collection also includes kits that can only be described as outsized and outrageous. These include the famous stainless-steel kit that Carl Palmer used with ELP, the iconic Destroyer Tour kit played by original KISS drummer Peter Criss, the unimaginably complex R30 kit played by Rush’s Neil Peart, and the virtually indescribable “Siamese Monster” that Mike Portnoy used with Dream Theater.

No matter what they look like, all the drum sets included here have one thing in common: They served the needs of the drummer that played them. Those needs might have been exclusively musical, or they might have also involved the visual aspect of that drummer’s performance. Either way, this remarkable collection brings over sixty years of drumming history to life. Page after page, learn about rock ’n’ roll’s greatest drummers and what made them truly ROCK.
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Sporting some serious rock fashion at an outdoor show in the mid-’80s.






CARMINE APPICE

Ludwig 1976 Rod Stewart Tour Kit

Slingerland 1980s Ozzy Osbourne & Ted Nugent Tour Kit

Slingerland 1970 Leopard Kit

IN 1999, MODERN DRUMMER senior editor Rick Van Horn wrote: “Carmine Appice set the foundation for heavy drumming… before John Bonham, before Ian Paice, before anyone else.” Carmine made his name with the protopsychedelic ’60s power-pop group Vanilla Fudge (who toured with Jimi Hendrix and Cream, and for whom Led Zeppelin opened many times). He went from there to playing hard-driving blues-rock with Cactus and with Beck, Bogert & Appice. In the late ’70s he toured and recorded with Rod Stewart, cowriting Stewart’s monster hit “Do Ya Think I’m Sexy.”1


[image: Image]
Carmine has been rocking for more than fifty years, and he’s still going strong.



Carmine was especially busy in the 1980s. Early in the decade he toured with Ozzy Osbourne and Ted Nugent. A few years later he formed King Kobra, with whom he recorded two albums and toured the world. He later guested on Pink Floyd’s Momentary Lapse of Reason album, after which he cofounded Blue Murder with John Sykes (Whitesnake) and Tony Franklin (The Firm). By the early ’90s Carmine had shifted gears again, this time laying the foundation for the Edgar Winter Group. Since then, he’s played and recorded with dozens of top-name rock artists—including a reunited Vanilla Fudge.2

Carmine also pioneered rock-drumming education. His book The Realistic Rock Drum Method was introduced in 1972 and has been updated several times since. Carmine was also the first rock drummer to conduct educational clinics, establishing a practice that has been an important factor in the development of thousands of young drummers.

In 2014 Modern Drummer magazine named Carmine to its hall of fame. Rolling Stone magazine’s 2016 feature titled “100 Greatest Drummers of All Time” places Carmine at No. 28, describing him as “a valuable team player as well as a bruising power hitter with an instantly identifiable style.” The article also relates Carmine’s statement that “some of his key innovations came from the constraints of playing live rock music during his formative years”—such as competing with loud amplifiers without the drums being miked and developing drum figures that would stand out in the reverberation of large halls. Carmine’s innovations may have come out of necessity, but they nevertheless became the standards for power-rock drumming thereafter.
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This natural maple kit is probably the one most associated with Carmine, since it appeared on the cover of his Realistic Rock instructional book.




Ludwig 1976 Rod Stewart Tour Kit

This Ludwig 1976 natural maple outfit features 6"- and 8"-deep shells containing Syndrum electronic drums; 10", 12", 13", 14", 15", and 16" toms; and two 15" × 24" bass drums with their original Carmine Appice logo heads. Carmine used this kit to perform and record with various artists from 1976 through 1982. He played this kit on Rod Stewart’s “Do Ya Think I’m Sexy” and “Hot Legs” megahits, as well as on the tour that followed. It can also be seen on the cover of the 1979 edition of Carmine’s Realistic Rock drum book. The heads and the bass drum shell are signed by Carmine.
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These small “concert toms” weren’t real drums at all. They were fitted with Syndrum electronic drums, which were all the rage in the late ’70s.
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By the early 1980s, Carmine started playing with Slingerland using this unusual kit with a two-tone color scheme.




Slingerland 1980s Ozzy Osbourne & Ted Nugent Tour Kit

This Slingerland 1980s kit features 5-ply hardwood shells with brass hardware and a custom black and red lacquer finish. It includes 6", 8", 10", 12", and 13" toms; 16" and 18" floor toms; a massive suspended 20" tom; two 24" bass drums; and a custom black brass 5" × 14" snare. Not surprisingly, the drums show some wear from heavy use on Ozzy Osbourne’s 1983–84 Bark at the Moon world tour. The drums were originally fitted for use with May internal drum mics. The set can be seen in the official “Bark at the Moon” video as well as in many live concert videos. Also included is a complete set of custom Slingerland gold-plated stands plus several extra stands. Many of the heads are signed by Carmine.
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This kit saw heavy use on Ozzy Osbourne’s Bark at the Moon tour… and looks it.
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Carmine’s signature adorns many of the heads on the kit.
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Heavy-duty ratchet cymbal holders were required to withstand Carmine’s hard-hitting style.
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Judging by his shirt in an earlier photo, leopard print was a favorite of Carmine’s in the 1970s. And he was never shy about promoting his name along with that of the band.




Slingerland 2004 Leopard Kit

Carmine used the Slingerland custom kit shown here with Cactus from 2004 to 2008, with Vanilla Fudge and Pat Travers on separate European tours in 2004, and for several other appearances. It features 8" × 12" and 13" × 9" rack toms mounted on a floor stand; 16" × 16" and 16" × 18" floor toms; and two 16" × 22" bass drums. All the drum hardware, including Slingerland’s famous “Stick Saver” hoops, is gold-plated.


[image: Image]


[image: Image]


[image: Image]
This Slingerland logo badge indicates that Carmine’s kit was made in Conway, Arkansas.
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Ginger, performing in 2015, at the Rock and Roll Fantasy Camp.






GINGER BAKER

Drum Workshop Collector’s Series 2015 Rock and Roll Fantasy Camp Kit

PETER EDWARD “GINGER” BAKER is widely regarded as one of the most influential drummers of the 1960s and beyond. He’s equally well known as one of the most volatile personalities in the music business. (Check out the 2012 documentary Beware of Mr. Baker to see why.) Ginger’s creative and flamboyant performances with the legendary group Cream earned him a place in drumming history—as well as in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame (1993), Modern Drummer’s hall of fame (2008), and Rolling Stone’s “100 Greatest Drummers” feature, which ranked him No. 3 (2016). In its commentary on that ranking, Rolling Stone says, “Ginger Baker combined jazz training with a powerful polyrhythmic style in the world’s first, and best, power trio. Although Cream fans revered Ginger as a rock drummer, his background and personal preferences were in jazz, which he melded with an abiding interest in African rhythms.”

Following his groundbreaking work in Cream—including the popularization of extended drum solos and the use of double bass drums—Ginger went on to participate in a wide variety of musical groups. With his Cream bandmate Eric Clapton, Ginger formed the short-lived supergroup Blind Faith, followed by his own Ginger Baker’s Air Force. In the 1970s he moved to Nigeria, immersing himself in African culture and recording with such African artists as Fela Kuti. More band projects followed, including the Baker Gurvitz Army, as well as collaborations with such artists and groups as Gary Moore, Masters of Reality, Public Image Ltd, Atomic Rooster, Bill Laswell, and jazz greats like bassist Charlie Haden and guitarist Bill Frisell.

Ginger ceased performing in the early 1980s, and over the ensuing decades he tended to shun the spotlight. But he did come out of retirement in 1993 to perform three songs with Cream bandmates Eric Clapton and Jack Bruce at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame induction ceremony. Twelve years later they rejoined for a four-night stand at London’s Royal Albert Hall (captured for posterity on the CD/DVD package Royal Albert Hall London May 2-3-5-6, 2005).
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Ginger playing with legendary Cream and Blind Faith bandmate Eric Clapton at the Royal Albert Hall in 2005.
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The custom kit made for Ginger to play at the Rock and Roll Fantasy Camp is as unique as Ginger himself: shallow bass drums in two different sizes, extremely flat-positioned rack toms, and a one-of-a-kind ivory/ebony exotic wood finish.




Drum Workshop Collector’s Series 2015 Rock and Roll Fantasy Camp Kit

In 2015 Ginger took part in that year’s edition of the Rock and Roll Fantasy Camp, where campers are mentored by legendary rock musicians—with whom they get to perform at the end of the camp. Citing the pain of arthritis at his then age of seventy-six, Ginger later stated that it would be his last performance on a drum kit.

The kit shown here is the one that Ginger played at the Rock and Roll Fantasy Camp. It’s a Drum Workshop Collector’s Series kit with an ivory/ebony exotic wood finish. It includes 8" × 10" and 10" × 14" rack toms; 11" × 14" and 13" × 16" suspended floor toms; 14" × 20" and 14" × 22" bass drums; and a 6 ½" × 14" Edge snare drum (combining wood and metal shell sections).
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The kit’s snare drum is an Edge model that combines metal and wood shell sections.
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In 2015, Ginger’s “floor” toms were actually suspended on a tripod mount. His earlier kits would have used floor toms with their own legs.
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