
[image: ]


Cover



[image: ]



Title Page



		First published in 2006 by Rockpool Publishing Pty Ltd

		

		Copyright © Rockpool Publishing 2006

		

		All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be

reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in
any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photo-
copying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written
permission of the publisher.

	

		National Library of Australia Cataloguing-in-Publication Entry

A Guide to Australian Weddings

		

		ISBN 9781921295805 (epub)

		

		1. Weddings - Australia - Planning.

		

		395.220994

		

		Rockpool Publishing Pty Ltd

24 Constitution Road, Dulwich Hill NSW 2203, Australia

			http://www.rockpoolpublishing.com.au
		

		

		Cover and text design by Dilkhush Dalal
Front cover and internal images www.infinityphotography.com.au

		www.infinityphotography.com.au
		

		Visit us at: www.rockpoolpublishing.com.au
		

	


[image: ]








[image: ]






		
			

			Engagements

			
Announcements

			When announcing your engagement, traditionally the woman’s family is told first, then the man’s. Close friends and relatives should also be told the news before any official announcement. Once closest friends and family members have been informed, many couples now use technology to spread the happy news. Couples may also like to place an announcement in the newspaper. An announcement is normally in the name of the bride’s parents: 

			
				 Ricciotti – McBride: Mr. and Mrs. P Ricciotti of Ocean Grove 
				

			

			
				 are pleased to announce the engagement 
				

			

			
				 of their daughter Francesca to David, 
				

			

			
				 eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. J McBride of Geelong. 
				

			

			If a parent is dead, divorced or has remarried, you may alter the wording accordingly: 

			
				 Ricciotti – McBride: Mr. and Mrs. P Ricciotti of Ocean Grove 
				

			

			
				 are pleased to announce the engagement 
				

			

			
				 of their daughter Francesca to David, 
				

			

			
				 eldest son of Mrs. C and the late Mr. J McBride of Geelong. 
				
				

			

			Or: 

			
				 Ricciotti – McBride: Mr. and Mrs. P Ricciotti of Ocean Grove 
				

			

			
				 are pleased to announce the engagement 
				

			

			
				 of their daughter Francesca to David, 
				

			

			
				 eldest son of Mr. J McBride of Geelong and Mrs. A Townsend of Perth. 
				

			

			If this is a second engagement, the following announcement is appropriate: 

			
				 Francesca Ricciotti of Ocean Grove and David McBride of Geelong are pleased to announce their engagement. 
				

			

			
The engagement ring

			A diamond is the traditional stone for engagement rings, but many people prefer a different stone. Generally the woman chooses the ring and the man pays for it, and some brides-to-be may also wish to buy an engagement gift for their fiancé. It makes sense to choose an affordable engagement ring, considering the expenses facing you both in the future. And remember, with luck you will be wearing the ring for the rest of your life, so choose a setting that is sturdy and not too elaborate. 
			

			
Engagement parties and teas

			The people you invite to your engagement party don’t necessarily have to be the ones you invite to the wedding. If they are invited to both the wedding and the engagement party, some people will feel that they have to buy you two presents—that is acceptable if it is to be a long engagement. Or you may specify on the invitation that guests needn’t bring a gift to the engagement party. 

			The engagement party is usually hosted by the bride-to-be’s parents, although many couples choose to put on their own party with perhaps parents on either side contributing to catering and/or alcohol costs. 

			Kitchen teas or bridal showers are usually held for the female friends of the bride-to-be and should be fairly informal. These parties were designed to help the bride stock particular areas of the home, such as the kitchen, with basic utensils. Now they are more an excuse to make cucumber sandwiches, bring out the good china and have a glass of bubbly or two with good friends. 
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Thank-you card etiquette

			Each guest who gives you an engagement present should receive a thank-you card as soon as possible (and so, of course, should the giver of every wedding present). You may have thank-you cards printed, perhaps with a picture from the wedding or engagement party; however, inside the message should be hand-written. People who have gone to the trouble and expense of buying a gift deserve your time and attention. 

			
Breaking an engagement, postponing or cancelling a wedding

			If invitations have already been sent out and for some reason you must cancel your wedding, all guests must be notified. If there is enough time, arrange for a printed card to be sent; if not, a simple hand-written note will suffice. You need give no reason or explanation for cancelling: 

			
				 Mr and Mrs. John Pascoe announce that the marriage of their daughter Sophie will not take place. 
				
				

			

			If there is very little time, phone calls and/or email may be necessary. If presents have been received, they should be returned with the notification. Although the ring legally belongs to the woman, it is good manners to return it. 

			The same rules apply for postponing a wedding, although you may like to add a brief explanation: 

			
				 Mr and Mrs. John Pascoe regret that due to illness they must postpone 
				

			

			
				 the wedding of their daughter Sophie 
				

			

			
				 on Saturday 18 September until Saturday 20 November at 4.00pm. 
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			Weddings

			
Religion and the law

			In Australia, you can marry at the age of eighteen. If you are younger, you will need the consent of your parents, or a magistrate, or both. You must notify the marriage celebrant no earlier than three months and no later than one month plus one day before the proposed date of the marriage. As well as the Notice of Intended Marriage form (which you can download from http://www.australia.gov.au/296), you need to show the celebrant your birth certificates and, if you have been married before, the final decree of your divorce or the death certificate of your spouse. 
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			A Declaration of Marriage must also be signed before the wedding and the marriage must be witnessed by at least two people (as well as the celebrant) who are over the age of eighteen. Apart from that, you can marry on any day of the week at any time and place. 						

			
Name changes

			Today more women choose to keep their own name rather than taking their husband’s when they marry. If you do not wish to change your name, you do not have to take any special action although, to avoid confusion with family, friends and business colleagues, you may wish to make a brief formal announcement or clarify the issue when you send out thank-you letters with your own signature at the bottom. 
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