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• INTRODUCTION •


Yes, I’ve read and enjoyed H. Jackson Brown’s two volumes of LIFE’S LITTLE INSTRUCTION BOOK. Though this book is partially patterned after them, it is also quite different. It is one fan’s treasury of truths learned from a lifetime wandering with our Chicago Cubs in the desert of the National League. In many cases, I remind readers of an actual event that taught a lesson or inspired an insight worth remembering. In some cases the quote stands by itself; Cubs fans will know why it is included here.


This book is just a beginning. Hundreds of thousands of ardent Cubs fans have no doubt learned other lessons, different truths and additional maxims to live by. I invite you to jot them down and send them to me (P.O. Box 88, South Bend, IN 46624) so that I can collect them in a sequel to this book. Full credit and a free copy will go to everyone whose entry is included.


In the meantime, may this book bring back the joys of seasons past and strengthen the resolve of all who have a big C emblazoned on their heart, to learn and grow and remain true in seasons still to come.


Jim Langford




To Trevor Justice and Emily Alice
with a father’s love
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Take solace in the knowledge
that, whatever else can be
said of you, you didn’t trade
Brock for Broglio.









[image: Image]


2


Humility doesn’t require a
negative view of self,
just an accurate one.


Rogers Hornsby, who hit .380 for the Cubs in 1929, was being humble when he said, “Everytime I stepped to the plate, I couldn’t help but feel sorry for the pitcher.”
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“It ain’t braggin’ if you can
back it up.”


ex-Cub Dizzy Dean
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No matter how bad the
situation is, you can find
something positive to say.
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