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About Texas Historical Markers . . .
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The markers you will encounter are designated Official Texas Historical Markers by the Texas Historical Commission. Markers are erected to commemorate historical sites, buildings, and events; institutions such as churches, businesses, and organizations; and individuals whose achievements have been recognized.

The most common types of markers are those pictured. Many of the earlier markers are made of stone, usually granite, featuring either engraved lettering or a metal plate with inscription. The familiar aluminum marker with raised lettering on a black background is more commonly used now. Also, there is the round medallion, which identifies a structure as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark. An interpretive plate offering historical background of the building often accompanies the medallion.
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Preface

From the Panhandle to the Gulf Coast, from Texarkana to El Paso, this vast area that once was a sovereign nation holds an enviable history that intrigues all who are fascinated by its legends. Much of this history endures through the inscriptions on historical markers that recount an array of interesting facts about people, places, and events that shaped the history of this state.

The purpose of this book was to include the text of markers located along highways and country roads so that hurried travelers could “meet” the fascinating individuals, “experience” the dramatic events, and see the historical places of Texas without having to stop to read the markers. That purpose continues with this fifth edition.

When the first edition of Why Stop? was published in 1978, there were more than 6,000 recorded historical markers in Texas. By the time the second edition was published in 1985, that number had increased to 10,000. In 1999, at the publication of the fourth edition, there were more than 11,000 markers. To date the Texas Historical Commission has approximately 12,800 markers.

More than one hundred seventy new marker texts were added to the fifth edition of Why Stop? Since a book this size can only accommodate a fixed number of inscriptions, it was necessary to delete markers. With each new edition the decision of selecting which markers to delete becomes an increasingly difficult task. The decision was made to feature markers located on U.S. and state highways, based on the assumption that travelers of rural roads have more time to stop and read the markers.

While the purpose of Why Stop? is to give readers the pleasure of learning about the colorful history of Texas without having to delay a trip, I believe that these inscriptions about the great, near-great, and not-so-great events and people that made this legendary state what it is will inspire you to learn more and maybe even stop awhile. When there is time to stop and read the markers, you will want to go to the courthouse squares, often the location of several historical markers. Also, be advised that the historical commissions of some counties publish brochures that include the locations of the markers in their counties.

Inscriptions on roadside markers are written by the Texas Historical Commission staff, based upon research done by county historical commissions. To the best of my knowledge the inscriptions are quoted as they appear on the markers. Any errors are unintentional, and corrections reported to me will be considered in future editions of Why Stop?

Please note that indicated locations of some markers may be inaccurate. Some markers have been relocated due to highway construction, and others, unfortunately, have been vandalized. I will appreciate your informing me of relocated markers.

Betty Dooley Awbrey
San Antonio, Texas
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How To Use This Guide

The marker inscriptions selected for this book have been compiled for the convenience and enjoyment of both the traveler and the history enthusiast. They occur in the order of the alphabetized cities or towns nearest them. By locating the name of the town you are approaching, you can determine the location of nearby markers by the information in italics. Indicated distances are measured from the nearest town within the county in which the marker is located. Of course, the index includes towns, counties, and key persons and events responsible for the markers.




	ABBOTT (Hill Co.)

	IH 35 Access Road





Czech Settlers in Hill County

One of the most influential and numerous national groups to settle in Hill County, Czechs came to this area from Fayette County and the Province of Moravia in Austria-Hungary. Many sought greater freedom due to barriers to attaining national status in the old country, political restraints, introduction of German into the schools, and compulsory military service.

Land agents painted a rosy picture of opportunities awaiting those who purchased cheap state university lands in this region. The first immigrants arrived in the 1870s and found the soil so fertile that they induced many others to join them. Building of the Texas Central and “Katy” Railroads boosted immigration.

Capital of Czech settlement in the area is Abbott, named for Jo Abbott (1840–1908), judge, legislator, and lawyer. Surrounding towns are Zee Vee (so called for the local ZV cattle brand), Penelope, and Aquilia.

Neighbors admired the Czechs for their neat, well-managed farms and their thrift and industry. For many years they retained a strong group spirit, speaking their own language and observing old world customs. In recent decades they have mixed more with other groups and today fill many public and professional offices as well as continuing to farm.

(1970)



	ABERNATHY (Hale Co.)

	US 87, at City Hall





Town of Abernathy

Founded when Santa Fe Railroad was extended from Plainview to Lubbock, 1909. Named for Monroe G. Abernathy (1868–1962), treasurer of South Plains Investment Company, firm which promoted townsite.

Community prospered, becoming a major railhead for shipping of cattle. Several buildings from the defunct town of Bartonsite were moved here and new ones built. Center of civic activities was the “Old Tabernacle” (1918–1947), located on city square. In early days, before roads were built, broad plowed furrows marked way to house of town doctor.

Economy is agriculture-based.

(1973)



	ABILENE (Taylor Co.)

	US 83/84, 12 mi. S in roadside park





Taylor County

Created 1858. Named for Edward, James and George Taylor, 18, 20, and 22, Tennesseans who came to Texas in 1833 and died at the Alamo, March 6, 1836. Organized 1878, with county seat at Buffalo Gap, through which went the Fort Concho to Fort Belknap stagecoach and longhorns on western trail up to Kansas. County seat was moved to Abilene in 1883. Of the 254 Texas counties, 42 bear Indian, French or Spanish names. 10 honor such colonizers as Stephen F. Austin, “Father of Texas”. 12 were named for Washington, Clay and other American patriots. 96 were named for men like the Taylors who fought in the Texas War for Independence (15 dying at the Alamo), signed the Declaration of Independence, or served as statesmen in the Republic of Texas. 23 have the names of frontiersmen and pioneers. 11 honor American statesmen who worked for the annexation of Texas; 10, leaders in Texas since statehood, including jurists, ministers, educators, historians, statesmen; and 36, men prominent in the Confederacy during the Civil War. El Paso and 8 others have geographical names, San Jacinto and Val Verde were named for battles; Live Oak and Orange, for trees; and Mason for a fort.

(1964)



	ABILENE (Taylor Co.)

	US 83 at SH 36, 2.3 mi. E of intersection





Lindbergh in West Texas

(September 26, 1927)

Four months after his record-setting trans-Atlantic solo flight, Charles Augustus Lindbergh (1902–1974) landed here for one hour and thirty-six minutes during a nationwide publicity tour. Touching down at Kinsolving Field (now the site of Abilene Zoo) after an almost nine-hour flight from Santa Fe, “Lucky Lindy” was given a hero’s welcome by thousands of West Texans. His famous Ryan monoplane, “Spirit of St. Louis,” was taxied into a fenced area and surrounded by National Guard troops for protection. An escort plane landed later.

Heading a parade into Abilene were seventy-one mayors and countless officials. Lindbergh was escorted by Mrs. Mildred Moody (1897–1983), wife of Gov. Dan Moody and an Abilene native; Mayor Thomas Edward Hayden (1891–1949); and Chamber of Commerce President Charles William Bacon (1871–1947). The young pilot reportedly balked at a “throne” rigged for him in an open Nash automobile, and rode with Mrs. Moody through the town to Federal Lawn.

Lindbergh delivered a brief speech over loud speakers praising the ideal terrain and weather in Texas for developing civil and military aviation. He was escorted back to his plane and flew two hours and forty-two minutes to his next stop in Fort Worth.

(Texas Sesquicentennial 1836–1986)



	ABILENE (Taylor Co.)

	IH 20, ¼ mi. W of Tye





Butterfield Mail and Stage Line

One of major horse-drawn transportation projects of history. Was authorized by act of Congress on March 3, 1857. Contract for semi-weekly service overland to San Francisco, Calif., was awarded to company headed by John Butterfield; another stockholder in the $2,000,000 venture was express pioneer Wm. G. Fargo. The line employed some 2,000 people and used hundreds of stagecoaches and thousands of animals. In addition to receipts from freight and passengers it had a $600,000 annual subsidy for carrying U.S. mail.

Company operated from Sept. 1858 to Feb. 1861 with a 25-day schedule for the 2,795-mile trip (8 to 9 days were allowed for crossing Texas). Route began in Tipton, Mo., and Memphis, Tenn., uniting at Fort Smith, Ark., entering Texas near Sherman, thence westward through the Comanche-held frontier, leaving the state at El Paso.

Stage stations were located about every 20 miles, and the best known in this vicinity were Fort Belknap, Fort Phantom Hill, Mountain Pass and Fort Chadbourne. Between Fort Belknap and Tucson, Arizona mules were used to pull the coaches as they were less appealing to Indians. Each coach accommodated four to ten passengers at an average fare of $200 each; mail and freight charges were ten cents per one-half ounce.

(1969)



	ABILENE (Taylor Co.)

	US 277, near site, at juncture w/FM 2928, 15 mi. SW





In Vicinity of Coronado’s Camp

In 1541, the Spanish explorer Coronado is thought to have passed this way en route from New Mexico to the fabled Indian village of “Quivira,” though his path across vast Texas plains is now difficult to determine.

Upon finding that his Indian guide, “The Turk,” had taken him too far south, Coronado halted at a small canyon or barranca.

Here he conferred with his captains and decided to follow the compass directly north.

When they reached “Quivira” (possibly in Kansas), no gold was found—only the poor, grass huts of a Wichita village.

(1968)



	ABILENE (Taylor Co.)

	US 277, at site, about 8 mi. SW





Camp Barkeley

(February 15, 1941–March 21, 1945)

Site of main entrance to Camp Barkeley, one of the nation’s largest military camps of World War II. At peak, 60,000 men were in training here. Named for Pvt. David B. Barkeley of the 89th Division, who died on a secret scouting expedition behind German lines during the Meuse-Argonne Battle of World War I. Among famous units trained here were the 45th and 90th Infantry Divisions and the 11th and 12th Armored.

A medical replacement training center, the largest in the country, was also established here, with 15 battalions. In May, 1942, the Medical Administrative Corps Officer Candidate School was activated and graduated about 12,500 candidates.

Camp Barkeley eventually grew to be a complete city unit twice the size of Abilene in the 1940s. It had a 2,300-bed hospital, 2 cold storage plants, a bakery, 4 theaters, 2 service clubs for enlisted men, 15 chapels, and 35 post exchange buildings.

The military personnel were housed in hutments, except for some 4,000 in barracks. Part of the post was also a German prisoner-of-war camp. Once some of the prisoners escaped, to the alarm of Abilene citizens, and others attempted to tunnel under the fences. Camp Barkeley was declared surplus in 1945.

(1969)



	ACTON (Hood Co.)

	FM 1190, Acton Cemetery





Grave of Elizabeth Crockett

Three miles south to the grave of Elizabeth Crockett, wife of David Crockett, hero of the Alamo. Died March 2, 1860 age 74.



	ADAMSVILLE (Lampasas Co.)

	US 281





John Patterson Home

Built 1879–1880 by John Patterson, first man to cultivate (in 1854) land in county, and a minuteman during Civil War.

(1965)



	ADAMSVILLE (Lampasas Co.)

	US 281 at N city limits





Joseph Leeland Straley Ranch

House built by Lee Straley who settled near Adamsville in 1856. He first had a log cabin on the river then built this house of walnut which was cut at Townsen sawmill. The furniture in the house was also made by a fine cabinet maker at the mill.



	AGUA DULCE (Nueces Co.)

	SH 44, 2 mi. E





Battle of Agua Dulce

During the Texas Revolution, Dr. James Grant (1793–1836), a Scottish-born physician, and Francis W. Johnson (1799–1884) recruited an army of volunteers to invade Mexico and capture the town of Matamoros. After Sam Houston expressed disapproval of the poorly-organized venture, many recruits left the expedition before it reached the settlement of San Patricio along the Nueces River in January 1836.

Mexican General Santa Anna, who was organizing an army to attack Texan forces at the Alamo in San Antonio, discovered the Matamoros plan and dispatched General Jose Urrea to stop the advancing expedition. Urrea’s cavalry, reinforced with 300 infantrymen, crossed the Rio Grande on February 16. Meanwhile, Grant and Johnson divided their troops to hunt for horses. Johnson’s men were camped at San Patricio when Urrea attacked on the morning of February 27. Johnson and 4 others escaped, while 18 Texans were killed and 32 captured. On March 2, Urrea’s soldiers surprised Grant’s company at Aqua Dulce Creek (3.25 Mi. NW). Grant was among the 12 Texans killed; 6 were taken prisoner, and 6 escaped. The brief skirmish occurred on the same day the Texas Declaration of Independence was signed at Washington-on-the-Brazos.

(1976)



	ALAMO (Hidalgo Co.)

	1341 W US 83 Bus.





Camp Ebenezer

From 1902 to 1909, Peter Ebenezer Blalock and George L. Hawkins bought 32,000 acres of land here. By 1908 they had built shipping pens at this site and named the railroad depot Ebenezer. Their ranching plans ended in 1909 when the tract was sold to the Alamo Land and Sugar Company. Under the direction of C. H. Swallow (1868–1957), the company colonized the land after 1914. Excursion trains brought prospective farmers, housed here at “Camp Ebenezer.” The depot was moved one mile east in 1919 to serve the new town of Alamo. The camp served until the 1930s as temporary housing for land buyers.

(Texas Sesquicentennial 1836–1986)



	ALBANY (Shackelford Co.)

	US 180 at US 283, Albany City Park





Shackelford County

First inhabited by Nomadic Indian tribes, Shackelford County was created in 1858 and named for Dr. John Shackelford (1790–1857). The first permanent Anglo-American settlers in this area included J. C. Lynch (1828–1912), a native of Ireland who moved here in 1858; W. H. Ledbetter (1833–1884), who arrived in 1859 and later started the Ledbetter Salt Works; T. E. Jackson (b. 1820), a merchant who settled in the northern part of the county before 1860; and G. W. Greer (1812–1893), who operated a stage station on Hubbard Creek after 1861.

During the Civil War (1861–1865), settlers took refuge at “family forts” such as Fort Mugginsville and Fort Hubbard. They gained military protection from frontier perils when the U.S. Army established Fort Griffin in 1867. Griffin, the lawless settlement that grew up around the fort, attracted buffalo hide hunters and cattlemen driving herds up the western cattle trail.

Shackelford County was organized Sept. 12, 1874, with Fort Griffin as temporary county seat. Albany was chosen permanent county seat in Nov. 1874. The county’s population increased sharply after the arrival of the Texas Central Railroad in 1881. Petroleum production generated an economic boom, 1910–1930. Chief industries today (1976) are petroleum and ranching.

(1976)



	ALBANY (Shackelford Co.)

	SH 180, 14 mi. W





Bud Matthews Switch of the Texas Central Railway

In 1900, the Texas Central Railway extended a line northwest from Albany across this portion of Rose Ella (Matthews) Conrad’s cattle ranch. Ella and her Brother John A. “Budi” Matthews, for whom this site is named, promptly constructed cattle pens and a loading chute at this location. Surrounding ranchers soon were shipping their cattle from this switch to markets in Fort Worth. As many as 105,000 head of cattle were shipped annually until the railroad ceased operations in 1967. Since that year local ranchers have continued to load cattle onto trucks from this site.

(1993)



	ALBANY (Shackelford Co.)

	US 283, Fort Griffin State Park





Family Forts

C.S.A.

Few in numbers and with little protection from the military but refusing to abandon their country, certain families of courageous and determined people on the Texas frontier during the Civil War gathered together in hastily constructed stockades and held out against the threats of hostile Indians and renegade whites known as “forting up.” This plan was encouraged by the military for this part of the state. Most of the men 18 to 45 were away in Confederate service, and those 17 and over 45 were subject to periodic militia duty for frontier protection. Family forts gave settlers way to protect stock, farms and provide some schooling for their children.

Best-known family fort in this sector was Fort Davis, located 8 miles east on bank Clear Fork of Brazos in Stephens County, where some 120 people lived during last year of Civil War. Named for Confederate President Jefferson Davis, it was laid off in lots. Log houses with dirt roofs, mud in cracks, dirt floors, were connected by pickets driven into ground. A blockhouse was used by women and children during raids. There were no luxuries, little food; all clothes, soap, soda, candles were made. Nearest supplies were 100 miles away, doctor 65 miles. Yet, there were dances, candy pulls, weddings, “feasts,” Sunday school, occasional sermons and blue-backed spellers. Other family forts near were Lynch and Green ranches, Shackelford County; Blair’s Fort, Allen’s ranch, Eastland County; Buffalo Springs, Clay County; Bragg’s, Murray’s, Young County; Picketville, Mugginsville, Owls Head, Stephens County.

(1963)



	ALBANY (Shackelford Co.)

	US 180 at US 283, Albany City Park





The Cook Ranch Oil Field

(5 mi. NW on FM 1084)

William Ivy Cook (1857–1923) and his wife Matilda moved to this county in 1895. With a brother-in-law, J. H. Nail, Cook purchased a 27.75 section ranch. The Cooks bought out Nail in 1898, and have owned the ranch ever since. During the 1918 Breckenridge and Ranger booms, Cook sold leases but prophesied he could drink from his hat all of the oil under his land. In 1925 his widow leased all open acreage to Charles Roeser, Tol Pendleton, and Marshall R. Young, of Roeser & Pendleton, Inc. This firm’s second well in 1926 struck oil at 1241 feet and flowed at 1,000 barrels a day. This prolific flow of oil at such a shallow depth has been one of Cook ranch field’s remarkable features. Commercial low pressure gas injection was started on the ranch in 1927 and helped elevate recovery standards internationally.

With the oil wealth, Mrs. Cook founded the W. I. Cook Memorial Hospital in Fort Worth in 1929.

Cook field enriched Albany and its trade area by expanding petroleum-related business activities. Of the 1087 wells drilled on the ranch, 825 yielded oil and four gas. Production has now exceeded thirty million barrels. Marshall R. Young remains owner of the oil firm.

(1976)



	ALBANY (Shackelford Co.)

	US 180, 12.5 mi. W





Butterfield Overland Mail Trail

The trail of the Butterfield Overland mail passed this point 1858.



	ALICE (Jim Wells Co.)

	US 281 at SH 44





Jim Wells County

Formed from Nueces County, created March 11, 1911; organized May 6, 1911; named for Judge James B. Wells, an able lawyer, born near Aransas Pass, Texas July 12, 1854. Died at Brownsville December 21, 1923. Alice, the county seat.



	ALICE (Jim Wells Co.)

	FM 1931, near intersection of FM 359, on outskirts of town





Archelaus Bynum Dodson

(December 31, 1807–March 10, 1898)

Texas patriot famed as man who introduced the Lone Star flag during the Texas Revolution.

Born in North Carolina, Dodson came to Texas with his parents in 1827. He served as a delegate to the 1832 convention seeking governmental reforms.

On May 17, 1835, he married Sarah Rudolph Bradley. Later in the year 1835, Dodson was first lieutenant in Texas defense unit under Capt. Andrew Robinson.

To Robinson’s company his bride presented her handiwork—a red, white and blue flag with a single star, launching tradition of Lone Star Flag of Texas. This banner flew at Washington-on-the Brazos when Declaration of Independence was signed March 2, 1836.

Dodson continued to fight in the Texas Revolution until after victory at San Jacinto. He located his headright of land Grimes County, moving family there in 1844. Mrs. Sarah Bradley Dodson, flag maker and mother of six children, died in 1848. Her grave is in Bethel cemetery, near Bedias, Grimes County.

Dodson in 1850 married Louisa McWhorter, a widow. In 1860 he moved his family west to another Texas frontier, on the Nueces River. In this vicinity he lived to a respected old age. At death he was buried in Collins cemetery, a half-mile south of here.

(1969)



	ALICE (Jim Wells Co.)

	US 281, 14.4 mi. N





Vicinity of Texas Rangers’

Battle of May 29, 1850

A gallant fight in an era after the Mexican War, while the Federals and Texans were ridding Nueces to Rio Grande area of marauders.

Texas Rangers under Capt. John S. “Rip” Ford surprised a camp of Comanches near this site on May 29, 1850. In numbers, Rangers and Indians were about equal. Seven Comanches were wounded, four slain; one ranger was killed and two were wounded. Comanche Chief Otto Cuero was wounded by Capt. Ford and slain by a bullet from the gun of Ranger David Steele, who sent Chief’s regalia to Governor P. H. Bell, an ex-Texas Ranger.

(1969)



	ALLEN (Collin Co.)

	Exchange Parkway, Allen Station Park





Allen

Fertile land and plentiful water drew settlers to this area from as early as the 1840s. This part of Collin County was well populated by 1876 when the Houston and Texas Central Railroad built a water supply stop on Cottonwood Creek near this site. The railroad stop and newly created town lots established a center of commerce for local farmers and their families and provided better equipment and broader markets for agricultural production. The surrounding open prairie soon was developed into small family farms.

The Houston and Texas Central Railroad filed documents to create the town of Allen from the James L. Read survey in 1876. The village was named for Ebenezer Allen, a former Republic and State of Texas attorney general and a founder of the Houston and Texas Central Railroad. A dry goods store, barber shop, and school soon opened in the rapidly growing town. Sam Bass reportedly led an outlaw gang that robbed the Allen Depot on February 22, 1878. This was probably the first successful train robbery in Texas.

By 1884, the town of Allen had three churches, a flour mill, and a population of 350. In 1908, the Texas Traction Company built an electric railway through town, calling it the Interurban, the citizenry numbered 550 by 1915. Allen was incorporated in 1953 with 400 residents. Electric railway service ended in 1948, but railway freight service continued. Strong economic growth in the Dallas-Fort Worth area helped the town’s population grow to include more than 19,000 citizens in the 1990s.

(1998)



	ALPINE (Brewster Co.)

	US Hwy. 67/90, 8 mi. E





Brewster County

Formed from Presidio County, created February 2, 1887, organized February 14, 1887. In 1897 the territory of Buchel and Foley Counties was added to Brewster. Named for Henry Percy Brewster, 1816–1884 soldier and statesman, a hero of San Jacinto.

Murphyville, county seat, 1887, name changed to Alpine, 1889. Largest county in area in the state.



	ALPINE (Brewster Co.)

	US 67/90, 2.3 mi. E





Alpine

Original name Osborne. Central gateway to Big Bend National Park. Largest city in largest county in Texas. Center for mining, livestock, travel.

Named for its mountainous setting. Site well known for its spring during Indian days. First settled in 1882 as a Southern Pacific railroad stop. Called Murphyville, 1883–1887, for owner of the waterhole.

Originally in Presidio County. Was made county seat 1887 when Brewster County was created.

Historic sites marked. Western lore displayed at museum, Sul Ross State College.

(1965)



	ALPINE (Brewster Co.)

	US 90 at US 67, 8 mi. E, at roadside park





Ancient Rocks Boundary

The mountains toward the east are limestone reef beds deposited in the Cretaceous and Permian Seas about 135 million years and 250 million years ago, respectively. The limestone reefs overlie deformed rocks in the Ouachita Fold Belt, which is visible along the highway to the east, near Marathon. To the south are younger limestone beds deposited about 125 to 135 million years ago. They also rest above the Ouachita Fold Belt (so named for the Ouachita Mountains of Arkansas-Oklahoma, where the formation was first studied by geologists).

Toward the west, northwest, and southwest are layers of lava and associated volcanic rocks 25 to 35 million years old. These were thrust upward, into, and over most of the older sedimentary rock layers. Many of the molten rock masses cooled and hardened underneath, while vast quantities poured over the surface in the form of lava flows and volcanic debris up to a mile in thickness. Subsequent erosion has sculptured these highlands by removing much of the younger volcanic rock, and cutting deeply into the older sea deposits. Out of the lower, igneous hills grow yucca and other cacti, contrasting with juniper and piñon on the higher elevations.

(1970)



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	SH 294, 9 mi. W





Box’s Fort

John M. and Sally Box, along with John’s brother Stephen F. and his wife Keziah Box and their families, came to Texas from Alabama in 1834. John and Sally’s son, Roland W. Box, and his wife Mary Hallmark Box purchased ⅓ of the Stephen Burnham land grant and built a log fort on a hill near its northern boundary. Within the enclosure they built a log house and a dugout, and Box’s Fort became the center of a settlement as the extended Box families made their own homes in and near the fort. John A. Stillwell, Thomas G., and Nelson Box and their cousins Samuel C. and James E. Box fought in the Texas Revolution. The home of John A. and Letty T. Box was a post office called Box’s Creek from 1851 to 1866. Over time, several churches and stores operated in the vicinity, but by 1900 Box’s Fort no longer appeared on area maps.

(2000)



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	US 69 to CR 2405, 2 mi. N





Chief Bowles’ Last Homesite

In 1836, General Sam Houston negotiated a treaty with the Cherokees in Texas allowing possession of the lands they occupied in East Texas. The leading figure among the Cherokees at that time was Duwali (also known as Bowl, Chief Bowles and Bold Hunter). After the Texas Revolution, the Senate of the Republic of Texas declared the treaty invalid. Near this site in 1839, Chief Bowles learned of Texas President Mirabeau B. Lamar’s orders to remove the Cherokee from Texas. Bowl mobilized his people to resist the expulsion, but they were defeated and the chief was killed at the Battle of the Neches on July 16, 1839, in what is now Van Zandt County.

(2001)



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	US 69 & FM 1911, 10.5 mi. S





Homer-Alto Road

As the population increased in Angelina and Cherokee counties in the 1860s, a formal system of roads began to take shape. Until that time, roads were usually forged by farmers and other pioneers carrying goods to market or traveling to new homes, as in other areas of Texas. Construction of a road from Homer (at that time Angelina County seat) to Alto began in 1860. The survey crew followed buffalo and Indian trails to determine the best route for the new road. Once open, it was the official mail route from Homer to Alto, and then on to Rusk, the Cherokee County seat. It led through a community known as Denman Springs until 1882 when Lufkin was created there and the road became Denman Avenue. The main part of the Homer-Alto Road became State Highway 40 in the 1930s and later U. S. Highway 69.

(1999)



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	US 69, 1 mi. S, then 1 mi. E





Cherokee Home of Grand Xinesi

In the present county of Cherokee was the home of the Grand Xinesi, chief priest and custodian of the sacred fire of the Hasinai Confederacy of Indians.

If fire was allowed to die out, it was his duty to carry more fire with proper ceremony to their homes to be rekindled. It was to the Hasinai, the principal tribe of this Confederacy, that the word “Texas” was generally applied.



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	SH 21, 1 mi. SW





Site of Delaware Indian Village

Noted as interpreters and messengers of peace, the Delaware were chiefly instrumental in bringing the other tribes to the general treaty at Bird’s Fort (in the present county of Tarrant) in 1843.



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	SH 21, 2 mi. SW





Site of Lacy’s Fort

Built before 1835 as a home and trading post by Martin Lacy, Indian agent for the Mexican government.

Used as a place of refuge after the massacre of the Killough family, October 5, 1838.



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	SH 21, 5 mi. SW





Site of Neches Indian Village

Here at the opening of the 18th century stood a village of the Neches Indians. Their name was given to the river and later a mission, San Francisco de los Neches, established near by. With the Cherokees, the Neches Indians were expelled from Texas, 1839.



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	SH 21, 5 mi. SW





Mound Prairie

Bulging out of the earth a few yards from this point, three prehistoric Indian mounds interrupt the prevailing flat terrain. Long overgrown with grass, the mounds and adjacent village (covering about 11 acres) constitute one of the major aboriginal sites in North America. From about 500 to 1100 A.D., Caddoan Indians inhabited the village, which lay near the southwest edge of a great mound-building culture. Called “Mississippian,” this culture once flourished throughout the present Eastern United States.

Excavations during 1939–1941 and 1968–1969 showed two of the mounds to have had ceremonial purposes. One may have been capped with bright yellow clay and both apparently supported temples. The tallest mound (about 20 feet) revealed several major burials.

The village surrounding the mounds but settled before they were built, contained many round houses that probably resembled giant beehives. Thousands of pot fragments, some pipes, charred corncobs and nuts, and flint points were found in the area.

Centuries after its abandonment by the Indians, this region was again a center of civilization when, in 1690, the first Spanish mission in East Texas was built nearby to minister to the Tejas Indians.

(1970)



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	SH 21 at CR 2610, 2 mi. E





Ellis P. Bean

June 8, 1783–October 3, 1846

Born in Tennessee, Ellis P. Bean came to Texas with Philip Nolan’s mustang hunters in 1800. He was captured by Spanish troops in 1801, and taken to Mexico as a prisoner. In 1810 he was freed in exchange for service to the Royalist Army, but he quickly deserted to the rebels under Morelos. Fifteen years later, Bean returned to the U. S. as a Mexican colonel to seek aid for the rebel cause. He joined Andrew Jackson’s army at the Battle of New Orleans, but returned to Mexico within the year. In 1816 he barely escaped the Royalists by leaving his wife to flee to the U. S. He married a Tennessean in 1818. They moved to Texas in 1823, where Bean served Mexico as an Indian agent. After Texas independence, Bean made his home near this site. He disappeared in 1843 to return to Mexico, dying in the home of his first wife in 1846.

(1999)



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	SH 21, 7 mi. E at Angelina River





Angelina River

Early Texas artery of travel and transportation. Ran through land of civilized Indians whose word “Tejas,” for friend, gave name to northern part of New Spain, then to the Republic and State of Texas.

Here in 1690, Spanish explorers and missionaries found a young girl eager to learn Christianity. For her sweet disposition, she was called Angelina. Her name soon was used for the river where she lived. Though French and Spaniards were enemies, Angelina befriended all, and for years acted as interpreter.

Angelina River by 1779 was route for settlers to come from the coast to East Texas. It was crossed by El Camino Real (King’s Highway to Mexico) and by Smugglers’ Road, for those dodging tax collectors. In the 1830s, John Durst promoted on the Angelina, just south of here, a port for shipping cotton to New Orleans and receiving merchandise in return.

Other Texas Rivers named by Spaniards include the Blanco, Brazos (River of the Arms of God), Colorado, Concho, Comal (a pan), Frio, Guadalupe, Lavaca, Llano, Medina, Navidad, Navasota, Neches, Nueces, Pedernales, Pecos Rio Grande, San Antonio, San Gabriel, Trinity and San Jacinto. Anglo-American names for streams include Canadian, Pease, Red and Devil’s River.

(1965)



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	SH 21, 7 mi. E





Site of Linwood

On land inherited by Delilah Dill Durst from Helena Kimble Dill, whose daughter born in 1804 was thought to be first white child native to Texas.

Built about 1830 by Delilah’s husband, Joseph Durst, who settled in Texas in early 1800’s and rose by 1826 to office of alcalde in Nacogdoches.

During troubles of 1832, the Battle of Nacogdoches ended here with surrender of Colonel Piedras’ army to 17 Texans.

Later was home of Geo. Whitfield Terrell (1802–1846), who served Republic of Texas as attorney-general and as minister to England, France, and Spain.

Birthplace of Geo. B. Terrell (1862–1947), state representative, commissioner of agriculture, and congressman-at-large.

(1965)



	ALTO (Cherokee Co.)

	Caddoan Mound State Historic Site, 6 mi. SW





Zebulon Pike Campsite

In 1807, under commission from Gen. James Wilkinson, Governor of the Louisiana Territory, Lt. Zebulon Pike led an expedition to explore the headwaters of the Arkansas and Red Rivers and to report on Spanish settlements in the New Mexico area. Heading south from present Colorado, where the party saw the mountain later named Pike’s Peak for the expedition’s leader, they were arrested by Spanish authorities. Under escort back to the United States, the party camped near this site on June 23, 1807. The Pike Expedition furnished an important account of Spanish Texas and New Mexico.

(1982)



	ALVARADO (Johnson Co.)

	6921 US 67 at IH-35





Site of Norman Springs & Norman Grove

William Balch (1804–1870) claimed land around this site as a member of the Peters Colony in 1849. When he returned with his family in 1851, they found a group of Caddo Indians camping on one side of the springs. The Balch family built their cabin on the other side and lived peaceably with their neighbors. Other Caddo were living in the area that became Alvarado. Like the new settlers, they were attracted by the abundance of fresh water. The springs were located on the road from Birdville and Fort Worth to Hillsboro, Waco, Ft. Graham and other destinations. William Balch founded the town of Alvarado in 1854 and the family moved into town. Joe (1798–1882) and Sarah (1797–1897) Shaw and their family settled here and farmed the land. Joe Shaw was a three-term county sheriff. With settlers coming in increasing numbers, the Caddo Indians moved to the Oklahoma territory or further west, and by 1860 the area was dominated by new settlers. Tennessee native Lafayette Norman (1826–1904), veteran of the U. S. war with Mexico and later the Confederate Army, purchased 245 acres around this site with his third wife Julia in 1872. The Normans supplied thirsty and weary travelers with access to their spring; the site became known as Norman Springs and Norman Grove. A seven-year drought in the 1930s and a five-year drought in the 1950s significantly reduced the water table in this region. Norman Springs slowly became little more than a muddy patch. By the dawn of the 21st century, the once free-flowing spring that provided priceless fresh water to the early Indians and pioneer settlers of the Johnson County frontier was marked only by a willow tree.

(2000)



	ALVIN (Brazoria Co.)

	SH 35, 6 mi. S in roadside park





Vicinity of Oyster Creek and Chocolate Bayou

Most early Texas homes and towns were built along streams that provided water for people and livestock, and travel for boats said to be capable of “floating on a heavy dew.”

Oyster Creek served, 1822–1861, as such a homesite-highway. Its boat landings were piled high with sugar, cotton, cane and other products of some of America’s richest plantations.

Chocolate Bayou was an area of early-day cattle raising.

These were 2 of 50 streams and 10 bays that made this coast a network of useful waterways.

(1968)



	ALVORD (Wise Co.)

	US 287 near N city limit





NE at 606 Washington Street, Is Birthplace of

General Ernest O. Thompson

(1892–1966)

Acknowledged world leader in petroleum conservation.

A third generation Texan, born here in Alvord. Left college to enter service in World War I, earning a battlefield commission as lieutenant colonel—at the time the youngest in American Army. In 1930, he gained national acclaim as crusading mayor of Amarillo.

Appointed (1932) to Texas Railroad Commission; served by election until 1966. From prior career of lawyer-hotel owner, he stepped into public duty which sent him at once into East Texas during the world’s greatest oil boom, to enforce proration. At peril of his life, he shut off non-complying wells and made the petroleum industry respect Texas laws. He became a pioneer in conservation practices. With promptings from President Franklin Roosevelt, he led in 1934 in founding of the Interstate Oil Compact Commission. In Paris in 1937, he represented the United States at the World Petroleum Congress. By presidential order he was returned to Texas by the army in World War II, to ensure oil supplies for allied military forces.

He was awarded American Petroleum Institute Gold Medal for distinguished achievement, in 1951. As an international authority on oil—a key to world trade—he had great influence on the course of history.

(1972)



	ALVORD (Wise Co.)

	US 287 in Alvord





City of Alvord

By 1882, when the Fort Worth & Denver Railroad built a line to this area, a small agricultural community had developed here on an old Indian trail. First known as Nina, the town was renamed Alvord in 1883, probably in honor of J. B. Alvord, president of the railroad. Early businesses here included mercantile stores, a drugstore, a variety store, a bank, hotels, and a saloon with a second floor opera house. The first school was established at Briar Branch in 1890. Alvord has continued to develop as a center of farming, ranching, and oil production.

(1982)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	Located on highways leading into Amarillo





Amarillo

County seat, Potter County; founded in 1887. Incorporated 1892. Named for Arroyo Amarillo Spanish name of nearby creek. Transportation, financial, cultural and medical center. Gateway to Alibates Flint Quarry National Monument, Lake Meredith, Palo Duro State Park, Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Boys Ranch.

(1965)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	US 66, 3 mi. W in front of plant main office





Amarillo Helium Plant

This plant, operated by the United States Bureau of Mines, was the first to produce helium from the extensive helium resources in the Texas Panhandle. From 1929 until 1943, it furnished almost all of the world’s supply of helium.

Operating around the clock, the plant extracts helium by liquifying the natural gas and separating helium from it at temperatures 300 degrees below zero.

The natural reserves in these fields and in extensions into adjacent states contain more than 95 percent of the world’s known supply of helium.

This is also the site of the world renowned research center which provides fundamental data on the production and uses of helium.

Helium is used for a variety of purposes: lighter-than-air craft, low-temperature research, shielded-arc welding; and in national defense, nuclear energy programs and space exploration.

(1965)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	2 locations: US 87/287, 15 mi. N; 34 mi. NE on Alibates Rd.





The Canadian River

A travel route and dwelling site for over 12,000 years, the Canadian River supported stone and adobe Indian villages from the 12th to the 14th centuries.

This waterway was also one of the first interior rivers of the U.S. known to early explorers. Coronado, coming from Mexico, crossed the Canadian in 1541 in his search for the famed city of Quivira. Juan de Onate, also seeking Quivira, saw the river in 1601. The Canadian traders, Pierre and Paul Mallet, followed it in 1741. Josiah Gregg, famous Missouri trader, took $25,000 worth of goods to Santa Fe along the river trails in 1839. Gold seekers bound for California were escorted along the trails in 1849 by army captain R. B. Marcy.

During its history, the river has borne many names. The origin of the word “Canadian” is disputed. A possible source is the caddo word “Kanohotino,” which means “Red River.” Some think it was named by the French-Canadians who traveled it in the 1700s, while others believe the river is called “Canadian” because it rises in a “canyon” (from the Spanish word meaning “boxed-in”).

Beginning near the Colorado-New Mexico line in the Sangre de Cristo mountains, the Canadian flows 900 miles. Its course runs southeast, then east until it finally joins the Arkansas 36 miles from Fort Smith.

(1967)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	SH 136, 7.5 mi. NE





Canadian River Municipal Water Authority

Canadian River Project

The Canadian River Municipal Water Authority was authorized by a Texas constitutional amendment on May 27, 1953. It was approved, by vote of citizens of eleven West Texas cities, for purpose of supplying municipal and industrial water to Amarillo, Borger, Brownfield, Lamesa, Leveland, Lubbock, O’Donnell, Pampa, Plainview, Slaton and Tahoka.

Construction was supervised by the United States Bureau of Reclamation. Sanford Dam (located 34 mi. NE of here) is the impounding structure for Lake Meredith. The aqueduct system consists of 322 miles of concrete pressure pipe—the longest pipeline supervised by the Reclamation Bureau to this date. Construction costs ($83,799,000) covered the following items: municipal and industrial water, $76,975,000; flood control, $2,833,000; fish and wildlife, $2,891,000; recreation $1,100,000. Water cost will be repaid to Federal government, with interest, over a 50-year period. This is largest repayment contract ever made between a water authority and the U.S. government.

This section of pipe is identical to that utilized in segment of the aqueduct two miles west of this marker. This pipe section is 78 inches in diameter, 22 feet in length and weighs 36,000 pounds.

(1968)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	SH 136, about 30 mi. NE (Overlooking Lake Meredith)





Pioneer in Texas Geology and Paleontology

Dr. Charles Newton Gould (1868–1949)

One of early scientists to use geology in search for oil and gas. This region’s rapid economic growth in 1920s and ’30s was result of Gould’s selection of drill site for Hapgood No. 1-Masterson, discovery well of the vast Panhandle-Hugoton gas field, the world’s largest known source for helium.

Gould was born in Ohio; grew up in Kansas, where he began teaching; gained scientific background in summer schools and in covered wagon and horseback field trips; by 25 was a widely-known paleontologist; became a professor at the University of Oklahoma.

In 1903–1905 he made studies of Texas Panhandle water resources, for the United States geological survey. A geological structure he observed (1904) and named Alibates Dolomite in 1907 led him to suggest to Amarillo merchants and ranchmen the drilling site in 1918 for Hapgood No. 1-Masterson Well. In 1919 he set the location for Gulf No. 2, first oil well in the Texas Panhandle and high plains region.

Gould was the scientist who first identified these quarries (now Alibates National Monument) as source for flint artifacts made by ice age Folsom man—a major North American anthropological discovery.

(1967)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	US 287, 30 mi. N





First Gas Well in the Panhandle of Texas

The discovery well in the vast Panhandle-Hugoton Gas Field, largest known gas field in the world, is located one mile east of this point on the east slope of John Ray Butte.

The geological structure was discovered by Dr. Charles N. Gould in 1905 while in the employ of the United States Geological Survey, and the well was located by him in 1917.

This well, the Hapgood-Masterson No. 1, was started December 1, 1917, and completed at a cost of $70,000 as a gas well December 7, 1918, at a depth of 2,605 feet. It produced about 5,000,000 cubic feet of gas per day. This discovery initiated the development of this great gas field and of the Panhandle oil fields.

The gas field now extends 275 miles from the Texas Panhandle north into Kansas, with a width in places of more than 90 miles. Pipelines from this field transmit gas to Denver, Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago, Detroit, and to most of the cities and towns of the Mid-West. Lines also carry gas to Los Angeles and to other cities and towns on the West Coast.

(1965)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	SH 136, 20 mi. NE





The Fort Smith-Santa Fe Trail

Marcy Route, 1849

Clearly visible to the northeast and southwest are ruts of the old Fort Smith-Santa Fe Trail, the overland route connecting river ports of Fort Smith and Van Buren, Arkansas, with Santa Fe, New Mexico. Route gained national fame when Col. R. B. Marcy, U.S. Army, escorted party of 500 Arkansans—professional and business men and families—over this road in June 1849, on the way to California’s gold fields. Scores of goldseekers in smaller groups also used the route that year.

Old trail became proposed route in 1853 for first Transcontinental Railroad as surveyed by Lt. A. W. Whipple. Prior to the Civil War, this route had won congressional support, but the war shifted sentiment so that Union Pacific, to the northward, actually was built first. During the war, a mail line left the old Butterfield stage route in eastern Oklahoma and went by way of this point over to Las Vegas and Santa Fe. In 1878 began usage of this link of road for a mail-stage line from the Federal fort at Mobeetie, in the Texas Panhandle, to Las Vegas, New Mexico. The trail has not been used since 1888.

(1965)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	SH 136, 12 mi. NE





Fort Smith-Santa Fe Trail

Gregg Route, 1840

This marks the site of the nationally known Overland Trail that connected the river ports of Fort Smith and Van Buren, Arkansas, with Santa Fe, center of travel and trade since 1609.

This road was pioneered by Josiah Gregg, a Santa Fe trader who first passed this point on March 15, 1840. Many goldseekers later used his route, beginning in the summer of 1849, after gold was found in California.

Before barbed wire fences, regular travelers here were military parties and traders.

(1964)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	US 87, 16 mi. N at Canadian River Bridge





Great Spanish Road

Near course of the Canadian River, early as days of the American Revolution, men from Santa Fe went past this spot on trips to meet traders from San Augustine, Nacogdoches and other Spanish towns of East Texas. In 1786, Pedro Vial was commissioned by the Spanish governor at Santa Fe to establish this route, and secure direct connection from Santa Fe to San Antonio, Texas with access to East Texas towns. The great Spanish road served well colonial Texas and foreshadowed 20th century usage of the route for a segment of a great international highway.

First Ranch in Potter County

Established 1877 at point 1½ miles east of this site, by Bates and Beals, northern investors. Ran the LX brand, and once had a cowboy named Will Rogers, later internationally famous as a humorist.

First Store in Potter County

Opened 1878 a few hundred feet west of this marker, by William Pitcher, whose name was given to nearby creek, and who figured in a desperate robbery from which LX cowhands “rescued him.”

(1964)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	US 87/287, 19 mi. N





The LX

First Ranch in Potter County

Established by W. H. Bates and D. T. Beals, Colorado merchants and ranchers on the Arkansas River since 1870. “Crowded conditions” there resulted in moving herd and brand to the Panhandle of Texas in 1877—three years after Indians were expelled from this region. LX cattle were being driven to Dodge City for shipment to market or to ranges in Montana and Wyoming as the Buffalo were being exterminated in the area.

The ranch extended from present cities of Dumas (30 mi. N) to Amarillo (20 mi. S), and was 20 miles wide—1,000 square miles of open range. The ranch was sold in 1884 to the American Pastoral Company, LTD., London. Ownership included 210,597 acres of land, 45,000 cattle, and 1,000 horses. Famous LX cowboys included Allie Bates and John Ray, whose names are on geological maps, and Charles Siringo, author of Western Americana and Cattle Rustler Detective.

Potter County was organized on Aug. 30, 1887, by 53 qualified electors. By unanimous vote of the 38 LX Cowboys Amarillo was elected the county seat.

In 1906 the Pastoral Company began liquidating. Heirs of large purchasers now own the properties.

(1971)



	AMARILLO (Potter Co.)

	US 87/287 right of way, 19 mi. N





The United States

Topographical Engineers in the High Plains of Texas

This region and much of Western America was mapped under adversity, as territory held by hostile Indians. With the dual aims of compiling scientific data and opening the way for settlers, U.S. Army topographers covered ground earlier traversed by conquistadors and mountain men. Earlier travelers mentioned their experiences. The topographers mapped the terrain.

The United States Army Topographical Corp. from 1838 to 1863 consisted of 36 officers. Barometer, compass, sextant, and pencil were their instruments for handling data on climate, geographical features, soil, feasible routes for wagons or railroads, and sites for towns and industrial developments.

Three topographical parties investigated the land that is now Potter County: Lt. James W. Abert invaded this Indian region in 1845 to survey environs of the Canadian and other rivers; Lt. James H. Simpson in 1849 reconnoitered a proposed railroad route from Fort Smith to Santa Fe; Lt. Amiel W. Whipple in 1853 mapped another railroad route from the Mississippi to the Pacific. The United States owes great honor to these and other topographers.

(1973)



	ANAHUAC (Chambers Co.)

	SH 61 at SH 10, 5 mi. NE





Site—Mission Nuestra Señora de la Luz

Established in 1757 by Franciscan missionaries with the purpose of civilizing and Christianizing the Orcoquiza and Bidai Indians. Abandoned in 1772.



	ANAHUAC (Chambers Co.)

	IH 10, 8 mi. NW at Trinity River Bridge





Taylor White Ranch

On this ranch, a part of the grant of James Taylor White who came to Texas in 1828, the Texas force camped before Anahuac and the colonists drew up the Turtle Bayou Resolutions, June 13, 1832.



	ANAHUAC (Chambers Co.)

	IH 10, ¼ mi. E of the Trinity River Bridge





Missión Nuestra Señora de la Luz Del Orcoquisac

and Presidio San Agustín de Ahumada

Two of the most misfortune-ridden outposts of Spain in Texas, “Our Lady of the Light” Mission and its auxiliary fort, were founded near here in 1756 to guard against French encroachment from the east.

The two friars who were to minister to members of the Orcoquisac tribe arrived shortly after the 30 soldiers who were to man the fort. Soon, however, the elder friar died. The younger, asking to be relieved of his duties, complained vividly of biting insects, extremes of heat and cold, and the thick and stinking water in the lake near the lonely mission.

The 50 families who were to establish a town at the site never arrived, and although valiant efforts were made at improvement, conditions instead became worse. A woeful lack of training among the soldiers sparked unrest among the Indians. Meager supplies of food, clothing, and ammunition were the rule, and some commanders treated their men with great cruelty.

In 1767, an official inspector reported that due to the terrain, discord among the staff, and failure to convert the Indians, the presidio and mission should be closed. In 1771, fearing an invasion of Apaches, the authorities withdrew the personnel, and these two remote outposts of Spain were totally abandoned.

(1970)



	ANAHUAC (Chambers Co.)

	IH 10, 6 mi. NE in White Ranch Park





Near Site of the Signing of

Turtle Bayou Resolutions

Drafted and signed at Turtle Bayou on June 13, 1832; this first formal protest of Texas colonists against Mexican tyranny formed an early step in events that led eventually to the Texas Revolution of 1836.

The settlers were protesting recent restrictive laws of Mexico designed to limit immigration and trade between the United States and Texas, passed because Mexico feared losing Texas to the U.S.

In particular, citizens of Anahuac were enraged by unreasonable acts of Col. Juan Davis Bradburn, a local agent of the Mexican government. Alarm spread after Bradburn unjustly imprisoned several Texans, one of whom was the later Alamo hero, William B. Travis.

Fighting broke out on June 9 and 12, 1832, between citizens and Bradburn’s militia. Following this, the Texans met at Turtle Bayou to plan future action. Here they drew up resolutions censuring violations of Mexico’s constitution of President Bustamante, encouraging resistance to his regime, and inviting all Texans to uphold the cause of civil liberty.

Signers of the document, most of whom later served with valor in the 1835 revolution and in the Texas Republic, were John Austin, W. H. Jack, Hugh B. Johnson, Luke Lesassier, Wylie Martin, and R. M. Williamson.



	ANAHUAC (Chambers Co.)

	Fort Anahuac Park





Fort Anahuac

Known as Perry’s Point until 1825, Anahuac was a port of entry for early Texas colonists. In 1830 the Mexican government established a military post here to collect customs duties and to enforce the law of April 6, 1830, which curtailed further Anglo-American colonization. Situated on a high bluff at the mouth of the Trinity River, Fort Anahuac controlled access to East Texas settlements. Two 18-pound guns topped the 7-foot-thick brick walls of the bastion. 4-foot-thick walls protected the adjacent barracks, and an underground tunnel led to a nearby powder magazine.

Col. Juan Davis Bradburn, commander of the Anahuac garrison, angered Texas colonists by conscripting labor and supplies to construct the fort and by failing to control his disorderly troops. In 1832 he unjustly imprisoned William B. Travis, Patrick C. Jack, and other settlers here. When he refused to release the men, armed conflict erupted between Texas and Mexican forces. The confrontation here, which also sparked fighting at Velasco and adoption of the Turtle Bayou Resolutions, resulted in Bradburn’s dismissal and the removal of Mexican troops from the post. Today the ruins of Fort Anahuac are a physical reminder of events that kindled the drive for Texas Independence.

(1976)



	ANAHUAC (Chambers Co.)

	SH 61 and FM 1724 exits, 9 mi. NE





James Taylor White

A veteran of the War of 1812, James Taylor White (b. 1789) migrated to this area from Louisiana in 1828. As a rancher, he developed one of the largest herds of longhorn cattle in Southeast Texas.

On White’s ranch in June 1832, area colonists signed the Turtle Bayou Resolutions. Written to protest the actions of Captain Juan Davis Bradburn, commander of Mexican troops at Anahuac (9 mi. SW), the resolutions were an early sign of the growing dissatisfaction with Mexican governmental policies which limited the rights of colonists. Four years later, during the Texas Revolution, White provided aid and shelter for settlers fleeing the advancing Mexican forces under General Santa Anna. He also helped the Republic of Texas by supplying cattle for the Texas army.

Following the revolution, White began driving his cattle overland to markets in New Orleans. His early cattle drives, utilizing sections of the Opelousas Trail, preceded development of post-Civil War routes, including the Dodge City and Chisholm Trails.

White died in 1852 and was buried near his home (200 yds. S). His cattle brand, the “Crossed W,” inherited from his father in 1806, is still used by members of the White family.

(1980)



	ANDERSON (Grimes Co.)

	FM 3090, ½ mi. W of old Piedmont community, or about 7 mi. NW of Anderson, at site





Site of Piedmont Springs Resort

In operation as early as 1850 as health spa and resort because of three nearby sulphur springs (varying in taste from mild to strong). Numerous drinking places and bathhouses allowed guests to move freely about grounds.

Grand four-story hotel with 100 rooms, built about 1860, was social center for area, where guests enjoyed billiards, poker, horse races, and Gen. Sam Houston once danced the minuet.

In 1865, hotel became hospital, headquarters for John G. Walker’s “Greyhound Division” Confederate Army. Owner closed the building after losing money in panic, 1870s.

(1967)



	ANDERSON (Grimes Co.)

	2 blks. S of Main St. at SH 90 Intersection





Steinhagen Log Cabin

Built before 1860. Log walls are unspliced. Slaves hand-hewed the timbers, stones; made doors, window shutters.

(1965)



	ANDERSON (Grimes Co.)

	579 S. Main, Fanthorp Inn State Historic Park





Fanthorp Inn

Built in 1834 by Henry Fanthorp as a home for his bride, Rachel Kennard. Enlarged for hotel purpose. Served as first mercantile establishment and first post office (1835) in the region. Here Kenneth Lewis Anderson, Vice-President of the Republic of Texas, died July 3, 1845. Stage lines from Houston to Old Springfield and Nacogdoches to Austin crossed here.

(1936)



	ANDREWS (Andrews Co.)

	SH 176, 15 mi. W in roadside park





Andrews County

Created August 21, 1876

Organized May 11, 1910

Named for

Richard Andrews

Killed at the Battle of

Concepcion, October 28, 1835

The first man to fall in

The Texas Revolution

County Seat, Andrews



	ANDREWS (Andrews Co.)

	US 385, Courthouse grounds





Billionth Barrel

On May 25, 1965 from one of 7,400 producing oil wells in the county’s 196 fields, came the billionth barrel of Andrews County crude oil.

In the 35 years and 5 months since oil flowed from the county’s discovery well, C. E. Ogden No. 1 in Dec. 1929, Andrews has attained a new place in history.

In 1929, the county had about 400 people. Its wealth mostly in land and livestock, amounted to $8,109,399. Five persons in the county filed income tax returns. There were fewer than 100 children in school. Highway bonds in the amount of $200,000 were about to be issued, as a measure of county improvement.

By 1956, Andrews County produced more than 60,000,000 barrels of oil annually—gaining recognition as number one in Texas and the United States.

Of great significance is the fact that presently proven reserves underlying the county total more than one billion barrels, without any consideration for additional recoveries by secondary methods.

Andrews is more than a product of the billion barrels of crude oil it has produced, more than the gasoline plants working through the night, more than modern highways, paved streets, homes, schools, dreams. Its destiny is great in human resources and oil.

(1965)



	ANDREWS (Andrews Co.)

	SH 176, at original town square





Early Settlers

of Andrews County

One of last frontiers of Texas. Anglo settlement here lagged 60 years behind rest of state due to Indians and scarcity of water.

In 1886 O. B. Holt became first man to file for county land. First settlers included the Cowden brothers and Peter Von Holebeke.

In 1900 county had 87 people; it was finally organized in 1910. With windmill pumps and drift fences, ranching became feasible, although soil was so dry that a grazing cow crashed through a dugout roof into a bed one day.

In 1930 the discovery of oil brought wealth and rewarded the tenacity of first pioneers.

(1970)



	ANDREWS (Andrews Co.)

	US 385, 3 mi. N, then 3 mi. E on Florey Park Rd.-Rec. Bldg.





Florey Park

Named for old town of Florey, established as a post office 7 miles to the northeast in 1909, prior to the organization of Andrews County, June 1910.

In heart of the Means oil field, opened 1930, this park is at site of a 1934–1958 camp of Humble Oil & Refining Company. In the 24 years of the camp’s history, its many residents developed an oasis here. The recreation area, with its lush grass and tall trees, attracted visitors from all parts of the county.

On September 22, 1958, Humble Company donated the land to be used as a county park.

(1965)



	ANDREWS (Andrews Co.)

	SH 176, 15 miles NW





Whalen Lake School

(2 mi. S)

One of the first schools in Andrews County, opened in 1907 near the north edge of Whalen Lake, on land donated by Mrs. M. B. Dillard. The one-room school, built by Joe and Jake Mathis, with materials purchased by Will Gates, served the children of homesteaders “proving up” their claims by living on the property 3 years. Teachers were Miss Grace Stanford, a Mr. Taylor, Miss Mary Lewis, and Earl Lontz, each remaining one year.

The school closed in 1910, and the building was moved as most of the settlers fulfilled their claim agreements and left.

(1974)



	ANDREWS (Andrews Co.)

	SH 176, 6 mi. W





Andrews County Discovery Well (½ mi. S & ½ mi. W)

C. E. Ogden No. 1, producing 200 barrels a day from San Andrew lime formation was brought in Dec. 1929 by Deep Rock Oil Co.—the Andrews County Discovery Well and first of 730 wells in Fuhrman-Masco Oil Field.

Bought Feb. 1932, by Tripplehorn Brothers, of Fort Worth. Has now pumped for more than 35 years.

Since 1956, Andrews has been top producing county in Texas and U.S. Fuhrman-Masco Field has produced 55 million barrels of oil—its contribution to total of more than a billion barrels for Andrews County in May, 1965.

(1965)



	ANDREWS (Andrews Co.)

	SH 176 at FM 181, 16 mi. W





Frankel City

In 1941, the Fullerton Oil Company of California struck oil near this site, and by 1945 more than 100 drilling rigs were in operation. The discovery brought great numbers of workers into the area, resulting in the establishment of the town of Fullerton.

Located approximately one mile north, Fullerton provided newcomers with two churches, two cafes, two filling stations, a grocery store, delicatessen, beauty shop, and Andrews Telephone Exchange. Buses transported children to and from school in Andrews (16 mi. SE). By the end of World War II, the boom town also boasted supply stores, oil field service companies, welding shops, and an electric plant.

Fullerton’s name was changed to Frankel City when the U.S. Post Office was established in 1948. At one time the post office served as many as 500 area families. By 1976, however, most of the oil had been taken from the ground, and workers in the field were laid off or transferred to other jobs. The town was abandoned as the post office and other businesses closed.

The old Prairie Schooner Cafe, moved to this site from its original location, is all that is left of Frankel City. The ghost town, however, remains an important part of West Texas history.

(1984)



	ANDREWS (Andrews Co.)

	SH 115, 2.5 mi. NE





The J. S. Means Ranch House

Built in 1900, this is one of the oldest houses in Andrews County. S. H. Purcell, his wife, and two relatives each filed on a section of public land, building this home where section-corners met, so that each individual could fulfill the legal requirement to live on his claim. Soon after proving their claims, they sold out to Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Means, who then (1904) owned 14 sections. Adding much more land, the Means family established a very successful working ranch. It continues to run cattle, even though the range has contained oil fields since the 1920s.

(1974)



	ANHALT (Comal Co.)

	SH 46, 23 mi. NW





Joseph Scheel House

A typical home of German settlers, built late 1860s by Bernhard Joseph Scheel (1815–1879) and wife Anna Barbara (Link).

Hand-cut, faced local stone; native cedar timber; and cypress shingles were used. Son Hermann and grandson John later owned the place.

(1972)



	ANNA (Collin Co.)

	FM 455, 2 mi. W, then US 75 frontage road .6 mi. S





Coffman Cemetery

This cemetery, which dates to the mid-19th century, is on land donated by early settler John Coffman (1804–1880). His son, George W. Coffman (1840–1913), owned and operated a homestead one mile west of this site. The oldest marked grave dates to 1876. Descendants of many of the families represented in the graveyard still reside in this part of Collin County. The primary burial ground for the community of Coffman for over a century, this cemetery serves as a reminder of the area’s past.

(Texas Sesquicentennial 1836–1986)



	ANNA (Collin Co.)

	SH 5, 2 mi. N





Site of Collin McKinney Homestead

Collin McKinney, a delegate to the General Convention at Washington-on-the-Brazos who helped draft the Texas Declaration of Independence from Mexico and later the Constitution of the Republic of Texas, settled in this area about 1846. On July 10, 1848, McKinney bought the Rob Whitaker survey around this site from Anna Whitaker, paying $500 for 640 acres. The McKinney family was active in the region: They were instrumental in building the Mantua Road and the organization of the town of Mantua and the Van Alstyne Christian Church. Collin McKinney divided his land among his heirs in 1857. He died in 1861. The McKinney family gave his house to the city of McKinney in 1936. The structure burned in 1980. Collin McKinney’s legacy continues to influence the history of North Texas.

(2000)



	ANSON (Jones Co.)

	Courthouse Anson





Anson Jones

Born in Massachusetts January 20, 1798, was licensed to practice medicine in 1820. Came to Texas in 1833. Doctor Jones participated in the Battle of San Jacinto 1836 while a surgeon in the Army of Texas. He was a member of the Congress of the Republic 1837–1841. Minister to the United States 1838. Secretary of State 1841–1844. He was the last president of the Republic of Texas 1844–1845. Died in Houston, Texas January 9, 1858.

(1936)



	ANSON (Jones Co.)

	11th St. and Commercial (US 277/83)





Jones County Courthouse

The Seventh Texas Legislature created Jones County in 1858 and named it for Anson Jones, the last president of the Republic of Texas. The Civil War, Reconstruction, and the area’s untamed wilderness combined to postpone the county’s formal organization until 1881. Voters selected Jones City, later renamed Anson, as permanent county seat. The first permanent courthouse was a small frame building, which served until the county purchased a hotel in 1884 for use as a courthouse. An 1886 brick courthouse served the county for the next 24 years. In late 1909, the Jones County Commissioners Court, led by County Judge J. R. Stinson, determined that the growth of the county called for a larger courthouse. They selected Elmer G. Withers of Stamford (15 mi. N) and the Texas Building Company of Fort Worth as architect and contractor, respectively. Completed in 1910, the Jones County courthouse is an excellent example of Beaux Arts styling, with influences from the Arts and Crafts movement found in the decorative painting uncovered during 1990s rehabilitation on the ceiling of the district courtroom. Other notable features include the statue of Lady Justice atop the domed clock tower and the pedimented porticoes with flanking pairs of Ionic columns on each façade. Constructed of brick and Pecos red sandstone, the Jones County courthouse continues to stand as an important part of Anson’s architectural heritage and a center of politics and government for the citizens of the county.

(2000)



	ANSON (Jones Co.)

	US 277 and 180 at courthouse





Fort Phantom Hill, CSA

Located 10 miles east, 9 miles south on Old Butterfield Stageline. Upon secession, company of First Regiment Texas Mounted Rifles used it as an outpost to give protection against Indians. Stopover on way west for some Union sympathizers and people wanting to avoid conflict of war. In 1862 the frontier defense line was pulled back more than 30 miles east. However, scouting parties and patrols of Confederate and state troops intermittently visited the post in aggressive warfare to keep Indians near their camps and away from settlements and to check on invasion by Union forces. Usually supplying their own mounts, guns and sustenance, these men guarded the frontier until war’s end. Texas Civil War Frontier Defense Texas had 2000 miles of coastline and frontier to defend from Union attack, Indian raids, marauders. Defense lines were set to give maximum protection with the few men left in the state. One line stretched from El Paso to Brownsville. Another had posts set a day’s horseback ride apart from Red River to the Rio Grande. Phantom Hill and other U. S. forts used by scouting parties lay in a line between. Behind these lines and to the east organized militia, citizens’ posses from nearby settlements backed the Confederate and state troops to curb Indian raids. A memorial to Texans who served the Confederacy.

(1963)



	ANSON (Jones Co.)

	FM 600, 10 mi. N of Abilene





Fort Phantom Hill

Established Nov. 14, 1851, as unit in chain of forts from Red River to Rio Grande, to defend frontier settlers and west-bound 49ers. Officially “Post on Clear Fork of the Brazos” everyday name became “Phantom Hill,” either from prevalent mirages or sighting of ghostly Indian in moonlight.

Abandoned by U.S. Army on April 6, 1854, fort served in 1858–1861 as stage stand for Southern Overland Mail. In 1871–1872, the army again used this as a sub-post of Fort Griffin, 40 miles northeast. The adjacent village was temporary county seat when Jones County was organized in 1881.

(1970)



	ANSON (Jones Co.)

	US 83, N of Taylor-Jones Co. Line





Butterfield Trail Marker

Butterfield Trail, US Mail Route, St. Louis to San Francisco. Crossed here 1858–1861.



	ANTELOPE (Jack Co.)

	SH 281





Town of Antelope

Named for Springs where herds of antelope watered and Kiowa Indians had a campsite. In 1875, Walter S. Jones platted townsite on Henrietta-Graham mail route. By 1887, place had 400 people, a general store, post office, a school, doctors, hotel, and spa built around its mineral wells.

Town was overnight stop and supply point for cattle trails leading north. The G. R. Christian camp No. 703, United Confederate Veterans, active 1895–1941, served as city’s park association.

Economy is based on ranch and oil income; area is known for its churches and hospitality.

(1970)



	APPLE SPRINGS (Trinity Co.)

	FM 2501 4 mi. N





Benjamin Burke

(1793–1863)

Pioneer farmer Benjamin Burke migrated to Texas about 1829 and received an 1834 land grant from Mexican government in what is now Tyler County. He served in the Texas army in 1836 during the War for Independence. About 1859 he moved to the Centralia community in Trinity County.

He married Susan (Ogden) Burke (1808–1870) and had nine children. Two of his sons fought in the Confederate Army during the Civil War (1861–1865).



	AQUILLA (Hill Co.)

	FM 3370 and 1133, in Aquilla





Town of Aquilla

Named for Aquilla (from the Spanish word for “eagle”) Creek. The townsite was surveyed, 1879, when the Texas Central Railroad was built through Hill County.

As businessmen and citizens moved here, Aquilla grew to be a main shipping point. At one time, it had 13 retail stores, 3 hotels, a health spa, 4 churches, a school, and other businesses. One of the earliest chartered state banks in Texas opened here in 1905. At the town’s peak (1910–1920), ranchers, farmers, and drummers (traveling salesmen) filled the streets. Presently, a sound farming economy prevails.

(1968)



	ARANSAS PASS (San Patricio Co.)

	SH 361 (Goodnight Ave.)





Terminal Railroad

Built in 1892, the Aransas Harbor Terminal Railroad (“Old Terminal Railroad”) provided a means for transporting rock from mainland quarries to jetties under construction in the pass. In 1909, the Aransas Pass Channel and Dock Company was chartered to build a channel from the first South Texas deep water port at Harbor Island to Aransas Pass. As the channel was dredged, the displaced sediment was piled along one side and became the basis for a railroad bed.

Opened in 1912, the new terminal railroad extended along the roadbed and a series of eight trestles. It connected with the San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad in Aransas Pass, and was an important cotton shipping tool. Passenger service was inaugurated with the “Toonerville Trolley,” passenger coaches pulled by a converted Model T Ford truck which transported workers from the mainland to a new shipyard on Harbor Island during World War I.

After Corpus Christi was designated a deep water port in 1922, business declined for Harbor Island and the railroad. In 1931, the rail line was converted to a road for automobiles, which was in turn replaced by a new highway in 1960. Hurricanes in 1961 and 1970 left few visible remnants of the terminal railroad.

(1989)



	ARANSAS PASS (Aransas Co.)

	SH 35 Bus., 0.9 mi. N





Cementerio San Antonio de Padua

According to local lore, George Lewis (1859–1895) donated one-half acre of land at this site to the Hispanic citizens of the area for use as a cemetery, provided that he be buried in the center of the land. Handmade stones indicate burials dating from the 19th century; the first recorded deed was signed in 1933. Years of wind and rain have rendered many stones illegible. A number of children who died in an influenza epidemic in 1940 and many veterans of U S. and international conflicts are interred here. A statue of San Antonio holding a child, crafted in Mexico, was brought across the border by the local priest for placement in an open chapel on the cemetery grounds. It is revered by the families of those interred here.

(1998)



	ARCHER CITY (Archer Co.)

	SH 79, 8 mi. S





Extinct Town of Anarene

Landowner Charles E. Graham (1872–1937) in 1908 granted the Wichita Falls and Southern Railroad a route across his property and platted a town at this site. Anarene was named for his wife Annie Lawrene Graham, daughter of pioneer cattleman J. Marion Keen. Graham built a hotel and obtained a post office, cattle pens, dipping vat and other facilities. The town school-house was used for religious services. In 1921 oil was discovered nearby. A refinery was built in 1938. When oil production ceased and the trains stopped running in 1954, Anarene quickly declined.

(1976)



	ARCHER CITY (Archer Co.)

	SH 79, 6 mi. S





Archer County

A part of Peter’s grant 1841, created January 22, 1858. Organized July 27, 1880. Named in honor of Dr. Branch Tanner Archer 1790–1856.

Texas Commissioner to the United States, 1835, member of Congress, Secretary of War of the Republic of Texas. First permanent settlement, 1874, first railroad 1890.

Archer City, the county seat.



	ARCHER CITY (Archer Co.)

	SH 25, 4.5 mi. NW





Archer County Copper Mines

(¼ mi. NE and 5 mi. SSE)

The civilized world first heard of copper in this area from Texas Rangers after an 1860 campaign against Comanches on the Pease River, about 100 miles to the northwest. The Ranger captain, Lawrence S. (“Sul”) Ross, later to serve Texas as Governor, had nuggets picked off the surface of the ground and hauled to Austin. In 1861, assistant state geologist, S. B. Buckley, charted the mineral site. The Rangers’ ore haul was processed and used in gun caps for Confederate forces during the Civil War. To get more of the needed metal, the Texas Copper Mining & Manufacturing Company was founded on May 28, 1864, but wartime shortage of men apparently prevented recovery of copper at the time. The T.C.M. & M. Co., based in Dallas, sent W. F. Cummings to Archer County in 1880 to open mining sites. Although the Texas Commissioner of Agriculture and Statistics reported in 1882 that no mining had commenced, ore eventually was hauled out and shipped to smelters in the East. No central vein or deposit could be found.

The Boston & Texas Copper Company of Tucson, Ariz., leased the mine site here in 1899. It produced some copper ore which was processed in El Paso, but again the project failed to meet expectations.

(1971)



	ARCHER CITY (Archer Co.)

	SH 25 at FM 210, 2 mi. W at roadside park





Battle of the Little Wichita

In reaction to an Indian attack on a mail stage, Capt. Curwen B. McLellan set out on July 6, 1870, from Fort Richardson with 56 men of the 6th Cavalry. On July 12, McLellan’s command encountered a war party of 250 Kiowas led by “Kicking Bird” near the north fork of the Little Wichita (6 miles NW). After a brief skirmish, McLellan ordered his troops into retreat, fighting a defensive battle across the middle and south forks of the Little Wichita. The Indians gave up the chase on the 13th. Corporal John Given and Private George Blume were killed. 13 medals of honor were awarded for heroism.

(1974)



	ARCHER CITY (Archer Co.)

	US 281, 5 mi. S of Windthorst in roadside park





Bridwell Park

Donated to his countrymen by conservationist-philanthropist Joseph Sterling Bridwell (1885–1966) Missourian who moved to Texas in 1909. Drilling his first well in 1921 on W. T. Waggoner estate, in 1927 he formed Bridwell Oil Co., which ultimately produced 50 million barrels of petroleum.

In 1932 he bought local ranch (with headquarters 5 mi. to NW), where he bred famous herd sire Larry Domino and other fine Herefords.

A founder and president (1940) West Texas Chamber of Commerce, Bridwell gave nation the site for Sheppard Air Force Base.

He and wife had 2 daughters.

(1972)



	ARCHER CITY (Archer Co.)

	SH 199, adjacent to city park, Megargel





On Route of The Comanche Exodus

After living 1854–1958 on the reservation set aside by State of Texas near camp Cooper (30 mi. SW), the Comanche Indians with their goods were removed to Oklahoma. Near this spot on a head branch of Kickapoo Creek (so named, 1830) the Exodus camped on Aug. 3, 1859, with its escort, a company of 1st United States Infantry under Capt. C. C. Gilbert, along with the Indian agent Matthew Leeper. At same time (25 mi. E), Maj. George H. Thomas escorted the supervising Indian agent, Maj. R. S. Neighbors, and 1059 lower Brazos reserve Indians to Oklahoma Reservation.

Megargel was founded here, 1910.

(1971)



	ARCHER CITY (Archer Co.)

	SH 25 at FM 210, 2 mi. W at roadside park





In Vicinity of French Trading Area

(4.5 mi. W)

In the mid-1700s, Indians of this region met at a trading ground near this site with Frenchmen who brought them manufactured goods, sometimes including guns and ammunition—products denied them by the Spanish who held sovereignty, but could not prevent intrusions from Louisiana. The Spanish explorer Jose Mares on a road-mapping expedition here in 1787 saw evidences of the French. Among noted early-day visitors were Captain R. B. Marcy of the U.S. Army and Indian agent R. S. Neighbors, who camped nearby in 1854 while seeking a good site for an Indian reservation.

(1974)



	ARCHER CITY (Archer Co.)

	SH 79, 15 mi. NE





Old Buffalo Road

Named for traffic in buffalo hides and bones, road from plains hunting grounds crossed this site. Hunters hauled thousands of hides to market in 1870s. The first settlers in late 1870s-1880s sold bones for fertilizer and bought supplies to sustain life during hard times.

(1973)



	ARLINGTON (Tarrant Co.)

	FM 157, 1 mi. N of Trinity River





Site of Bird’s Fort (1 mi. E)

In an effort to attract settlers to the region and to provide protection from Indian raids, Gen. Edward H. Tarrant of the Republic of Texas Militia authorized Jonathan Bird to establish a settlement and military post in the area. Bird’s Fort, built near a crescent-shaped lake one mile east in 1841, was the first attempt at Anglo-American colonization in present Tarrant County. The settlers, from the Red River area, suffered from hunger and Indian problems and soon returned home or joined other settlements.

In August 1843, troops of the Jacob Snively Expedition disbanded at the abandoned fort, which consisted of a few log structures. Organized to capture Mexican gold wagons on the Santa Fe Trail in retaliation for raids on San Antonio, the outfit had been disarmed by United States forces.

About the same time, negotiations began at the fort between Republic of Texas officials Gen. Tarrant and Gen. George W. Terrell and the leaders of nine Indian tribes. The meetings ended on September 29, 1843, with the signing of the Bird’s Fort Treaty. Terms of the agreement called for an end to existing conflicts and the establishment of a line separating Indian lands from territory open for colonization.

(1980)



	ARLINGTON (Tarrant Co.)

	FM 157, ¾ mi. N of Trinity River Bridge





Sloan-Journey Expedition of 1838

In the spring of 1838, Captains Robert Sloan and Nathaniel T. Journey led a group of about 90 Northeast Texas frontiersmen on a punitive expedition against the Indians who had raided their homes in present-day Fannin County. The trail led them to the vicinity of present-day Euless and Arlington, where they attacked a small Indian village, killed several Indians, and recovered a few horses. The Sloan-Journey Expedition is among the first known Anglo-American activities in what is now Tarrant County that helped to open North Texas to white settlement.

(1984)



	ARLINGTON (Tarrant Co.)

	3001 W. Division (US 80)





Top O’ Hill Terrace

Beulah Adams Marshall bought land here along the Bankhead highway in the early 1920s and opened a tea room, hosting teas and serving dinners to Dallas and Fort Worth patrons. In 1926, Fred and Mary Browning purchased the property and shortly began converting the facilities into a casino, adding an escape tunnel and secret room for hiding the gambling paraphernalia during raids. Known as Top O’ Hill Terrace, the popular spot attracted gamblers as well as visitors who were often unaware of the gaming activities. The restaurant, along with the tea garden that exists today, was a legitimate business, operating alongside a brothel as well as the casino, which benefited from the nearby Arlington Downs Racetrack. Top O’ Hill Terrace facilities included a horse barn and a private stable for Browning’s prized stud, Royal Ford, purchased from oilman and Arlington Downs owner W.T. Waggoner.

Contemporary to the Top O’ Hill heyday was the outspoken Dr. J. Frank Norris (d. 1952), longtime pastor of first Baptist Church of Fort Worth. The conservative Norris, co-founder of fundamental Baptist Bible Institute, later known as Bible Baptist Seminary and later as the Arlington Baptist College, was an ardent proponent of prohibition and gambling reform. One of his targets was Top O’ Hill Terrace, which he reportedly vowed one day to own. In 1947, Texas Ranger Captain M.T. “Lone Wolf” Gonzaullas led a raid on Top O’ Hill, catching the gambling operation in full swing. In late 1956, under the leadership of Earl K. Oldham, the Bible Baptist Seminary bought the property and relocated here, fulfilling Norris’ promise, although neither he nor Browning (d. 1953) had lived to see it. Today, the Arlington Baptist College continues to use the site, which retains many of its original structures and features a statue of Norris by noted sculptor Pompeo Coppini.

(2003)



	ART (Mason Co.)

	SH 29, 7 mi. E Mason, ½ mi. W





Art Methodist Church

Organized 1856 by the Rev. C. A. Grote, first minister to preach here. First building was erected in 1858. The present structure was built 1890 on land donated by Ernst Jordan, Sr., charter member.

Until 1927, all worship was held in German language.

The two Methodist churches in Art united in 1939. At that time frame building was moved beside this rock building and equipped for Sunday school classes.



	ASPERMONT (Stonewall Co.)

	US 380, 7.5 mi. E





Site of the Courthouse at Rayner

First county seat of Stonewall County. Erected in 1888. County seat removed to Aspermont in 1898.



	ASPERMONT (Stonewall Co.)

	US 83 at US 380





Stonewall County

Explored 1541 on behalf of Spain by Francisco de Coronado. Visited by Texans early as the 1840s. Mapped by U.S. Army expedition of Capt. Randolph Marcy 1849.

Yielded salt for use of early settlers and hunters. Was site of buffalo hunters’ capital, Rath City, 1876–1879.

County created in 1876; organized 1888. Named in honor of Confederate General Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson (1824–1863), whose courage and fighting skill inspired Texas soldiers in the Civil War.

First county seat, Rayner, replaced 1898 by Aspermont, named for high location.

(1965)



	ASPERMONT (Stonewall Co.)

	US 83 at US 380





County Named for Confederate Hero General “Stonewall” Jackson 1824–1863

Gen. Barnard E. Bee, a Texan, gave him the famous sobriquet in first battle of Manassas. Jackson was rallying his men for a charge as other units retreated. Bee, seeing him, cried to his men, “There is Jackson standing like a stone wall. Let us determine to die here, and we will conquer.” In battles of Gaines Mill and Malvern Hill, Hood’s famous Texas Brigade fought under his command. After Gaines Mill when Jackson saw the strong Union fortified position which the Texans had overrun, he—not known to give praise—said, “The men that took this position were soldiers indeed.”

Texas in the Civil War

Texas made an all-out effort for the Confederacy after a 3 to 1 popular vote for secession. 90,000 troops, famed for mobility and daring, fought on every battlefront. A 2,000-mile frontier and coast were successfully defended from Union troop invasion and savage Indians. Texas was the storehouse of western Confederacy. Wagon trains laden with cotton—life blood of the South—crossed the state to Mexico to trade for medical supplies. State and private industry produced guns, ammunition, wagons, pots, kettles, leather goods, salt, hospital supplies. Wives, sons, daughters, slaves provided corn, cotton, cloth, cattle, hogs, cured meats to the army, giving much, keeping little for themselves.

(1963)



	ASPERMONT (Stonewall Co.)

	US 83, 10 mi. S in roadside park





Rath City (4 mi. SW)

In 1876, during an international demand for buffalo hides, Charles Rath (1836–1902) founded this town. He opened the Rath, Lee & Reynolds Mercantile Store. He sold supplies and bought the hides from the buffalo hunters. On one occasion in 1877, there were 1,100,000 hides at his trading post. The town, also known as “Reynolds City,” boasted a corral, hide yard, saloon, and restaurant. Skins stretched across poles sheltered the hunters. A tower beside the corral was used as a lookout to ward off Indian attacks. By 1879, the buffalo disappeared and the town vanished.

(1979)



	ATHENS (Henderson Co.)

	SH 19, 1 mi. S in roadside park





Henderson County

Formed from Houston and Nacogdoches Counties.

Created April 27, 1846. Organized August 4, 1846. Named in honor of James Pinckney Henderson (1808–1858).

First Governor of the State of Texas. Buffalo, Centerville and Athens since 1850 have served as county seats.



	ATHENS (Henderson Co.)

	SH 19, 1 mi. S in roadside park





Athens

Founded 1850. Named for Athens, Greece.

Supply and military training headquarters during Civil War. Sent army about 1,000 men.

Center for manufacturing and agriculture. Home of annual Old Fiddlers’ Contest and of Henderson County Junior College. Black-eyed peas capital of the world.



	ATHENS (Henderson Co.)

	SH 19, 1 mi. S in roadside park





Henderson, C.S.A.

Voted 400–49 for secession. Sent about 1,000 into Confederate Army with one detachment of 150 having only 13 live to return. Caldwell’s farm three miles northeast and Fincastle 19 miles southeast of Athens, had camps of instruction. Confederate supply depot, Fincastle had stores of grain, meat in charge of Captain Thomas F. Murchison, who also was county enrolling officer. Wartime manufactures included earthenware, jugs and dishes. Other products for C.S.A. were cotton, corn beef, pork, timber. Cynthia Ann Parker, delivered from Indian captivity 1860 by Sul Ross Ranger Unit lived during war at Athens. Postmaster General of Confederacy was John H. Reagan, who had been surveyor and first probate judge in Henderson.



	ATHENS (Henderson Co.)

	1601 Patterson Rd. (US 175) at East Texas Arboretum & Botanical Society





Bushrod W. J. Wofford

Bushrod William John “Bush” Wofford was born in February 1832 to William M. and Mariah Frances Johnston Wofford in Madison County, Alabama. He grew up an only child in Tippah County, Mississippi. His parents died when he was a young man, and he came to Texas in the early 1850s. In 1852, Wofford married Martha A. Miller of Anderson County, Texas. The following year, he bought 320 acres of the Matthew Goliher Survey near Fincastle (25 mi. SE). He built a house, using hand-hewn logs, handmade bricks and, perhaps, an existing cabin structure. His first son, George M. Wofford, was born in February; Martha died a few months later. Wofford remarried to Frances Eliza Ayres of Tippah County in 1855, bringing her to his Fincastle home. It is believed she initiated additions to the cabin, including a long, front gallery porch, two log rooms and a dog run, and clapboard siding. Between 1855 and 1878, Bush and Eliza had nine children, many of whom lived to become successful residents of Henderson County. During his long life, Wofford worked as a farmer and owned a Fincastle mercantile business, called Wofford & Son. He also served as a lieutenant in a reserve unit from Fincastle during the Civil War. Eliza and Bush moved to Athens in 1890. He died in 1891, and he is buried with Eliza at the Athens City Cemetery. The house remained in Fincastle until 2001, when the family donated it for relocation to this site. Wofford descendants provided funds for the restoration of the house and its use as a museum.

(2002)



	ATHENS (Henderson Co.)

	204 W. Corsicana St. (US 175)





Site of Hawn Lumber Company

As the geographic center of the newly redrawn Henderson County lines, Athens became the county seat in 1850. Charles H. and Lillian (Barksdale) Hawn arrived with a load of lumber on the first train to stop in Athens in 1881. Charles Hawn quickly established a role for himself and his family in the village. Called “adept as an architect and master builder” by the Athens Register, Hawn built a new county courthouse in 1885. He also is credited with the design and construction of many early houses in and around Athens, including the residence of Senator J. J. Faulk and his wife in 1882. In December 1886 Charles and Lillian Hawn purchased two acres on this site in order to establish the Hawn Lumber Company. Hawn continued to provide lumber and labor for many of the buildings around the town square as well as settlers’ homes. He is credited with constructing the Faulk-Gaunt building and the Gaunt Brothers buildings in downtown Athens, as well as the home of Joseph Thomas La Rue. Charles and Lillian Hawn’s second son, William A. Hawn, became president of the company. He inherited family holdings including Charles’ several sawmills upon his father’s death in 1922. W. A. Hawn served as city commissioner and mayor, postmaster and school board member for the city of Athens. Under his direction, the Hawn Lumber Company remained a strong fixture in the city’s building trade. William A. Hawn died in 1960; the company remained in the family until it closed in 1997. From the early development of Athens to the end of the 20th century, the Hawn Lumber Company was instrumental in the city’s growth.

(1999)



	ATHENS (Henderson Co.)

	US 175 right-of-way, 6 mi. NW





William Richardson (Dec. 6, 1805–May 30, 1864)

Born in South Carolina, William Richardson moved to Pickens County, Alabama in 1830. There he married Mary “Polly” Kilpatrick (1813–1889) on Feb. 13, 1834. Children born to them were John K., James J., Sara F., Margaret C., Martha E., William A., Peter M., Andrew J., Franklin P., Ann, Allen, Texana, Mary M., and Judeth. Richardson moved his family, slaves, and the families of his brothers, Steven Madison and Matthias, to Texas by wagon train, arriving at this location on Dec. 12, 1855.

Richardson built a home (1 mi. NE) and became a successful planter. His “Three Circles” cattle brand was recorded in 1855. He was appointed to lay out one of the first roads between Athens and Kaufman. Highway 175 follows much of his original route. He and his brothers helped found the First Baptist Church in Athens.

The slaves he brought to Texas were Dinah, Charles, Gin, Rachel, Washington, Henry, Tom, Harrison, Kate, Easter, Til, Carolina, Jane, Sam, Congo, Marion, Mimm, and Jube. All took the Richardson name, and most stayed on with the family after being freed. Later they and their descendants established the Sand Flat community (1 mi. NNE).

William Richardson is buried in the family cemetery (1 mi. NE) along with his wife, two sons, and two grandchildren. Some of the slaves are buried there also.

(1984)



	ATLANTA (Cass Co.)

	101 N. East St., off Main St. (SH 249)





Bessie Coleman (1892–1926)

The tenth of 13 children born to tenant farmers Susan and George Coleman, famed aviatrix Bessie Coleman was a native of Atlanta, Texas. The family moved to Waxahachie when Bessie was two years old. She followed her brothers to Chicago in 1915 and developed an interest in flying. Because she could find no one in the United States who would teach an African-American woman, Coleman learned to fly in France and obtained her international pilot’s license in 1921. Upon her return to the United States, she was hailed as the first black woman to pilot an airplane. Bessie Coleman died in an air accident in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1926 and is buried near Chicago.

(2002)



	AUGUSTA (Houston County)

	FM 227, 10 mi. E of Grapeland, in Hayes Park





Daniel McLean

(1784–May 10, 1837)

John Sheridan

(April 5, 1796–May 10, 1837)

This area’s earliest settlers; from North Carolina. McLean came to Texas in 1813 with Gutierrez-Magee Expedition, seeking to free Mexico from Spain. Returning when Austin opened Texas to Anglo-American colonization, he took up land in 1824 on San Pedro Creek (E of here); his brother-in-law, John Sheridan settled on Silver Creek (300 yds. N) near site of present Slocum (12 mi. NW). They were both killed by Indians while pursuing stolen horses. Mrs. Sheridan, with help of a boy, brought back the bodies. Each man was buried on his own land.

(1971)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	FM 969, 8 mi. E





Site of the Home of Reuben Hornsby

Built in 1832 by Reuben Hornsby (1793–1879) and his wife, Sarah Morrison Hornsby (1796–1862).

Second built in “Austin’s Little Colony.” First in the present county of Travis. Famed for Christian hospitality. Here Josiah Wilbarger recovered after being scalped in 1833.

Mr. Hornsby and his sons fought in many Indian battles and served as scouts in Capt. John J. Tumlinson’s company of Rangers, which was organized here in 1836.



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	Loop 1, Under MoPac Bridge





Travis County

Created January 25, 1840. Organized April 8, 1843. Named in honor of William Barrett Travis. Born Edgefield district South Carolina, August 1, 1809. Came to Texas in 1831. Commander at the Alamo where he was killed March 6, 1836.

Austin, the county seat, selected as the capital of the Republic of Texas in 1839 and by a vote of the people in 1850 made the permanent capital of the State of Texas.



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	1st St. W, W bank of Waller Creek, at Town Lake in Austin City Park area





The Grinninger Fence

First known use of barbed wire in Texas (1857), by John Grinninger, immigrant from Europe, worker in an early Austin iron foundry. Grinninger, who lived on Waller Creek (NE of here) grew fruit, vegetables and flowers. To protect garden, he ran homemade barbed wire along top of his fence. Noted peace officer and sometime outlaw Ben Thompson is said to have recalled years later that in youth he tore jeans on that fence. Grinninger was murdered in 1862. In 1867 first U.S. patent on barbed wire was issued.

Expansion of the cattle industry in 1870s led to business for wire-makers, for Midwest and Western America lacked timber for fences. John Warne “Bet-A-Million” Gates created a sensation in the 70s in San Antonio by penning wild cattle with barbed wire.

Joseph F. Glidden and Isaac L. Ellwood, of Illinois, were most successful barbed wire manufacturers in the United States. Their Texas manager, H. B. Sanborn, erected “model” fences in 1870s–1880s in Grayson and Potter Counties, showing ranchers the practicality of enclosing vast acreages. Barbed wire is said to have saved ranching from extinction; it gave each landowner control of cattle breeding and property.

Wire’s many styles are now prized by collectors.

(1969)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	FM 1431, 1.3 mi. N from road, at Nameless Church and Cemetery





Site of Community of Nameless

First surveyed in the 1850s, this area attracted numerous settlers by 1868. A community grew up, and in 1880 townspeople applied for a post office. After postal authorities rejected six names, the citizens replied in disgust, “Let the post office be Nameless and be d—d.” The implied “name” was accepted.

Besides the post office (1880–1890), town had store, meat market, and school, which also served as a church. The present school was erected in 1909; classes were discontinued in 1945. Today only school, cemetery, and ruins mark site of once active community.

(1970)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	Capitol grounds





Texas and the Civil War Secession Convention

The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 caused unrest and drastic action all over the South and in many Texas counties. Despite petitions, editorials and political pressure, Gov. Sam Houston refused to call a special legislative session to consider the position Texas should take. On Dec. 3, 1860, a group of secession leaders took matters into their own hands and called on the people to elect delegates to a convention to meet in Austin on Jan. 28, 1861. Counties sent 177 delegates, and the convention met in the capitol from Jan. 28 to Feb. 4 and March 2 to March 25. A committee on public safety, with broad powers, acted for the convention between sessions.

By vote of 166 to 7, the convention adopted the ordinance of secession and called for a statewide election—the first state in the Confederacy to let voters have a direct voice. 108 of the 122 counties favored secession by a vote of 46,129 to 14, 697.

The convention voted to join the Confederacy, send delegates to its congress, gear for war and raise troops to protect the frontier. When Gov. Sam Houston refused to take the oath supporting the Confederacy, the convention replaced him with the Lieutenant Governor Edward Clark.

(1965)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	Capitol grounds





The Texas Capitol

Austin became the capital of Texas Jan. 19, 1840, and this hill was platted as Capitol Square. A modest statehouse built here in the 1850s soon developed structural flaws. The Constitutional Convention of 1876 set aside about 3,000,000 acres of public land to finance another building. This was authorized after the 1850s capitol burned on Nov. 9, 1881.

Architect E. E. Myers of Detroit won a national competition with his plans for this capitol. The contractor was Mattheas Schnell of Rock Island, 111. Basement excavation began early in 1882. Railroads built especially for this project hauled limestone from the Oatmanville quarries in Travis County as well as stone donated by the owners of the Granite Mountain in Burnet County. The 900 workmen on the project included 86 granite cutters brought from Scotland. Charles B. and John V. Farwell, Chicago bankers, funded the construction and were repaid in land in ten Panhandle counties, on which they founded the famous XIT ranch. At dedication ceremonies on May 18, 1888, the capitol was accepted on behalf of the people by State Senator Temple Houston, son of Texas hero Sam Houston. He called it “A structure that shall stand as a sentinel of eternity.”

(1976)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	Capitol grounds





Moses Austin

(October 4, 1761–June 10, 1821)

The initiator of Anglo-American settlement in Texas, Moses Austin was a native of Durham, Connecticut. After his marriage to Mary Brown in 1785, Austin became a leading figure in the development of the American lead industry. His business took him to Virginia and then west to the Mississippi Valley. A colonizer and pioneer as well, Austin helped establish several frontier communities.

Moses Austin’s decision to venture into a colonization enterprise in the Spanish territory of Texas led him to San Antonio de Bexar in 1820. With the help of Felipe Neri, Baron de Bastrop, Austin requested permission from the Spanish governor, Antonio Martinez, to settle a colony of 300 Anglo-American families in his province. Austin returned to Missouri, where he learned in March 1821 that his petition had been granted. Although ill from the effects of his journey, he began making plans to raise a colony. Three months later, Moses Austin died in the Hazel Run settlement, where he was buried. He was later reinterred in Potosi, Missouri.

In response to his father’s dying wish, Stephen F. Austin continued the colonization project and led the first of the “Old 300” colonists into Texas in late 1821.

(Texas Sesquicentennial 1836–1986)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	1201 Brazos, at front of State Archives and Library





The Archive War

In 1839, Austin became the capital of the Republic of Texas. The national archives—state papers and land titles—were housed on Congress Avenue. In 1842, after Mexican armies seized San Antonio and seemed likely to capture Austin, many residents fled in what was called “the breakup.” From his home in Galveston, President Sam Houston ordered removal of the government papers. A local “Archive Committee” responded by burying them. The President then tried unsuccessfully to have Congress create a new capital near the coast. Later his men came secretly to haul the papers to the interim capital, Washington-on-the-Brazos, loading them before dawn on Dec. 30, 1842.

Mrs. Angelina Eberly, a noted innkeeper and one of the few women in Austin during the breakup, found the men loading the archives in darkness. Running to the city cannon on Congress Avenue at Pecan (6th) Street, she fired at the wagons. The 26 men departed with the records. About 68 citizens rode after them, hauling along the city cannon. Some 20 miles from Austin they retrieved the archives without bloodshed.

Because the archives remained here, the President and the Congress returned in 1845, preserving Austin as the capital of the Republic and (later) the state.

(1978)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	1010 Colorado St.





The Governor’s Mansion

Official residence of the Governor of Texas. By law, each chief executive must live here during his term of office. Before the erection of this structure in 1855–1856, the only official executive home had been the rough, two-story frame “President’s House” at present Seventh and San Jacinto Streets.

Within these walls, many decisions of statewide import have taken place. Here in 1861 Gov. Sam Houston decided not to support the Confederacy. Also, like numerous 19th-century houses, the mansion acquired a ghost story after the nephew of Gov. Pendleton Murrah (1863–1865) committed suicide here.

Built some thirty years before the pink granite capitol, this structure was first occupied by Gov. Elisha M. Pease, who selected the site and design. Pioneer architect-contractor Abner Cook supervised the construction of the stately residence in Greek Revival style. Austin-made bricks were used, and huge pine logs were hauled from Bastrop, then adzed to form the six massive pillars with Ionic capitals.

Distinguished visitors have included U.S. Presidents and heads of state from other countries. More than perhaps any other residence in Texas, the Governor’s mansion is a repository of Texas history.

(1969)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	N. Congress at W 1st





Austin, C.S.A.

An active place during the Civil War, Austin was the site of the Secession Convention, March 2, 1861, and legislative sessions which lasted until June 1865. City visitors during the early 1860s included lobbyists, cotton speculators, military leaders, and businessmen seeking to aid the war effort. Five stage lines and a pony express to the railhead at Brenham provided communications. Also located here was the Texas Military Board, an agency created to obtain arms and munitions for 33 militia districts.

A city arsenal was set up on Waller Creek in southeast Austin. A gun cap factory in the old land office on 11th Street made 14,000 shells a day, and a foundry produced guns and cannon. Factories for shoes and gunpowder, and a sewing room in the basement of the capitol, furnished goods for the Confederate Army. The city also maintained a military fort.

During the war citizens endured Indian raids, epidemics of fever and diphtheria, rumors of slave uprisings, and a scarcity of food. Hotels refused room and board, even to state legislators, unless payment was made in gold, silver, or goods such as nails and tobacco. As a result, some lawmakers lived in their wagons and cooked over open fires.

(1965)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	601 N. Congress





Littlefield Building

George Washington Littlefield (1842–1920) came to Texas from Mississippi in 1850. After serving in Terry’s Texas Rangers in the Civil War, he made his fortune ranching and driving cattle. He moved to Austin in 1883 and, in 1890, established the American National Bank, which included a ladies’ banking department. He hired architect C. H. Page, Jr., to design this Beaux Arts Classical building, which opened in 1912 with a rooftop garden. His bank was on the ground floor. For the corner entrance, he commissioned Tiffany’s of New York to cast bronze, Bas Relief doors by sculptor Daniel Webster. These were later donated to the University of Texas, of which Littlefield was a major benefactor.

(2002)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	US 183 at FM 1625, 5 mi. S





Pilot Knob

Pilot Knob, the only example of an exposed submarine volcano in Texas, appears today as a prominent hill one mile northwest. It was formed some 80 million years ago on the bottom of a warm, shallow sea which covered much of the continent during the Cretaceous Period. The molten rock which it spewed forth rose to the surface from deep within the earth’s crust, following a channel opened by a belt of fractures known as the Balcones Fault Zone.

Reef organisms were attracted to the irregularity on the sea floor. Seeking food and protection on its slopes they multiplied rapidly, not unlike coral reefs form now in the South Pacific Ocean. As corals, starfish, oysters, and other marine life died, their shells and skeletons were fossilized around the volcano. Outcroppings of the small reefs which they formed can be seen today along the banks of Onion Creek, immediately north of Pilot Knob.

As the Cretaceous sea receded, the volcano was exposed in its entirety. The long weathering to which it was subjected eroded much of the mass, leaving only the central portion or vent. Today, it rises 710 feet above sea level, 180 feet above the surrounding valley. Diameter of its rim is 1.5 miles.

The Pilot Knob area, 29 square miles around the volcano, is probably the best known igneous (volcanic) rock locality in the entire Balcones zone. Principal component of both the central knob and the several smaller knolls on its south and east is basalt, a dark gray to black volcanic rock. Weathered volcanic ash, similar in composition to basalt, underlies the valley around Pilot Knob and makes the land rich for farming.



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	Main entrance to Barton Pool, Zilker Park





Barton Springs

Clear and icy, these springs over the years have drawn Indians, pioneers, and tourists to this spot. The waters are brought from limestone strata to the surface by the Balcones Fault, which bisects Central Texas. Average flow is 27,000,000 gallons daily.

During 1730–1731, Spanish friars located three missions here (see marker, SE side of pool). Colorful settler William “Uncle Billy” Barton patented the land about 1837, naming two of the springs for his daughters Parthenia and Eliza. His two tame baby buffaloes soon began to attract sight-seers to his place, in spite of constant danger from Indian attacks.

As the place gained in popularity, one astute Austin merchant installed a merry-go-round here and rented bathing suits to swimmers. In 1871, he and several others built ice-making machines at the springs. In addition, flour mills, sawmills, and a quarry appeared along the creek banks.

About 1875, the riverboat “Sunbeam” ran excursions to Barton’s at 50 cents a round trip. At one period a ferry was located here on a main road to Austin.

Between 1901 and 1913 A. J. Zilker, leading merchant, bought this land and in 1918 and 1931 deeded it to the people of Austin for use as a park.

(1970)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	2100 Barton Springs Rd.





Andrew Jackson Zilker

Voted Austin’s most worthy citizen twice, Indiana native Andrew Jackson Zilker (1858–1934) grew up with a strong respect for the laborers along the Ohio River. He came to Austin penniless in 1876 but quickly became a businessman and bank director. He contributed to his community at the neighborhood, city and county levels. Believing in the importance of “practical” education, he indirectly funded school industrial programs when he sold 366 acres of parkland, including Barton Springs, to the city. The payments on the land were required to go to the school district. A gift of 32 additional acres in 1934 added to the city’s most cherished recreation area, Zilker Park.

(2003)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	900 block of Comal St., cemetery entrance





State Cemetery of Texas

Burial ground for the honored dead of Texas, this cemetery contains the remains of Stephen F. Austin, the “Father of Texas”; nine governors of Texas (as of 1968); and representatives of every period of state history and every department of state government.

Statuary at the graves includes a marble figure of Albert Sidney Johnston by Elisabet Ney and bronzes of Austin and Joanna Troutman by Pompeo Coppini.

The cemetery was founded in 1851 when Gen. Edward Burleson, hero of the Texas Revolution, was interred on this tract. In 1854, the state purchased the land, which had once belonged to Andrew Jackson Hamilton, provisional Governor of Texas from 1865 to 1866.

The cemetery was seldom used, however, until the 1860s, when some officers of the Confederate Army of Texas were buried here. Today small, white marble headstones mark the graves of about 1,583 soldiers and 515 graves of members of their families.

Through the untiring efforts of Louis W. Kemp, a state official (1881–1956), the remains of over 100 prominent persons were reinterred here after 1930.

Since 1951, those eligible for burial here include designated state officials, Confederate veterans, and certain others. In 1968 there were 2,389 graves.

(1968)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	100 N Interregional (IH 35), on NW corner of intersection with E 1st St.





Palm School

When Edwin Waller platted Austin in 1839, he set aside this site for construction of an armory that would offer protection for the new capital of the Republic of Texas. In 1845, Texas joined the United States and the armory became a federal installation. By 1888, it was no longer in use and the United States government donated the land to the city of Austin as the site for a new public school.

The Tenth Ward school building was completed here in 1892. One of the first Austin schools built after legislative authorization of city-operated school systems, Tenth Ward opened under the leadership of Principal Florence Ralston Brooke (1858–1944), a native of England. The name of the school was changed in 1902 to honor Swante Palm (1815–1899), Sweden’s former Consul to the State of Texas and a prominent Austin resident and University of Texas benefactor. Miss Brooke remained as principal until 1912 when she was transferred to Austin High School.

In 1976, after 84 years of operation, Palm School was closed. Former students here include many of Austin’s business, civic, and professional leaders, and reflect the school’s dramatic impact on the city’s development.

(1982)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	IH 35 east frontage road, between 15th & 16th Sts.





Swedish Hill

Residential development of this area began in the 1870s when a number of Swedish immigrants erected homes near their downtown businesses. Initially bounded by Red River, 14th, 18th, and Navasota Streets, the neighborhood became known as Svenska Kullen (Swedish Hill). A Swedish Methodist and other Swedish churches were built in the area, which was later divided by the interstate highway. A number of historic houses remain in the section of Swedish Hill that is east of the interstate. The neighborhood was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1986.

(1990)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	Loop 360 off US 183





Balcones Fault Aids Colonization of Texas

Curving through the center of Texas from Hill County south and west to Uvalde County is the rugged escarpment-fault called Balcones. The abundance of natural resources associated with this geologic formation affected the pattern of colonization in Texas. The numerous springs and wooded hills of the escarpment and adjacent fertile prairies attracted Indian tribes and Spanish colonists before the area was permanently settled by Anglo-American pioneers.

Spanish explorer Bernardo de Miranda in 1756 named the formation “Los Balcones,” meaning “balconies.” Part of El Camino Real, the “King’s Highway,” it skirted the fault line. Spanish missions and presidios were located at springs near San Antonio, Austin, and elsewhere, but many Spanish settlements disappeared before 1800.

Anglo-Americans led by Stephen F. Austin began to settle near the Balcones Escarpment before 1830. Through their courage and determination, early pioneer settlements grew into the towns and cities that today dot the fault line. The town of Austin, with its combination of beauty and natural resources, was chosen capital of the independent Republic of Texas, which became the 28th state of the United States.

(1976)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	903 S Capitol of Texas Hwy. (Loop 360)





Eanes-Marshall Ranch

Alexander Eanes (1806–1888) moved to Texas from Mississippi in 1845 and acquired this ranch by 1857. In 1873, he sold the property to his brother, Robert Eanes (1805–1895), who had moved to the area following the Civil War. A log cabin built on the Eanes Ranch was the first Eanes school, and the community also assumed the Eanes name. Robert Eanes sold the ranch to his son-in-law, Hudson Boatner Marshall (1862–1951) in 1883. Marshall dismantled the ranch house and moved it to a site adjacent to the nearby creek.

(Texas Sesquicentennial 1836–1986)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	US 183, 11693 Research Blvd.





Aynesworth-Wright House

Isaiah Hezekiah Aynesworth (b. 1797), a Baptist preacher and cabinetmaker, constructed this Greek Revival residence about 1852. Originally located at 4507 East Avenue, it was a two-room house with an enclosed dog-run hallway. Additional rooms were later attached to the back porch. Dr. Joseph Wright (1798–1898) purchased the property from Aynesworth in 1855. A physician and surveyor, Wright practiced medicine in a log building near his home. The house was moved to this location and restored in 1978 by the Franklin Savings Association.

(1980)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	43rd St. at Speedway, NE corner





Hyde Park

Advertised in 1892 as “the most fashionable part of the wealthiest and most aristocratic ward in the city,” Hyde Park was Austin’s first planned suburb. Encompassing an area bordered by the present streets of Guadalupe, 38th, Duval, and 45th, it was promoted by Monroe M. Shipe (1847–1924), president of the Austin Rapid Transit Railway Co. and the M.K.&T. Land and Town Co.

Shipe arranged for an electric streetcar line to run from Congress Avenue to Hyde Park. He built a lake and pavilion for recreation and had the city’s first moonlight tower erected at the corner of Speedway and 41st Street. He also built the first Hyde Park School, and by 1893 forty homes had been built in the neighborhood.

Among the area’s illustrious early residents, whose homes still remain, were sculptress Elisabet Ney; Swiss woodcarver Peter Mansbendel; and horticulturist F. T. Ramsey. By the early 1900s the large Victorian homes in the neighborhood were being joined by smaller bungalows. The lake was drained and the pavilion was razed. Hyde Park was within the city limits of Austin by the 1930s and the streetcar ceased operation in the 1940s. Renewed interest in the 1970s resulted in revitalization of the neighborhood.

(1989)



	AUSTIN (Travis Co.)

	6266 SH 290 W





Old Rock Store

Influenced by the style of early German rock buildings in Central Texas, James Andrew Patton (1853–1944) supervised the construction of this building in 1898. A German mason laid the stone. Patton fought Comanches as a Texas Ranger and was a civic leader and local postmaster. He was known affectionately as “The Mayor of Oak Hill.” He and his family, followed by others, operated a general store here for many years. The building also housed a local Woodmen of the World lodge hall on the second floor.

(1970)



	AUSTONIO (Houston Co.)

	SH 21, .3 mi. W





The Homesite of Samuel Cartmill Hiroms

One of this community’s pioneer settlers, Samuel Cartmill Hiroms (1836–1920) was born in Polk County. His parents were among Stephen F. Austin’s “Old three hundred” colonists. Hiroms taught school and served as Polk County surveyor. He served in the Confederate Army during the Civil War (1861–1865). After his first wife died, he married Emily Ann Johnston (1853–1948) in 1869 and moved his family to Houston County. In 1878, Hiroms settled here in the Creek community, which later became Austonio. He received land for his teaching services and was an early leader in the Methodist Church.

(1978)



	AZLE (Tarrant Co.)

	FM 730, .6 mi. N of SH 199





Kiowa Raid on Walnut Creek

In April 1867, a band of about sixty Kiowa Indians, led by Chiefs Satank and Satanta, raided the home of William Hamleton on Walnut Creek. Hamleton was away when the Kiowas killed his wife, Sally, and captured two children, Lavina and Mary. Lavina was released from captivity after six months, but Mary was given to an Indian family and grew to adulthood among the Kiowas. Called To-goam-gat-ty, she became an accepted tribal member and married another captive, Calisay. The site of the 1867 Kiowa raid is now under the waters of Eagle Mountain Reservoir.

(1983)



	BAIRD (Callahan Co.)

	Old US 80, 7 mi. E





The United States Military Telegraph Line

Established in 1874–1875 from Fort Griffin to Fort Concho, crossed here.



	BAIRD (Callahan Co.)

	US 80, within city limits





The Dr. John Collier Residence

This home was constructed in the early 1880’s soon after Baird was selected as the county seat of Callahan Co. It was first the home of Elias Norton, an early merchant of Callahan Co. It later became the home of Dr. John Collier, prominent educator in the early days of the county and founder of the Baird College and its president for a number of years.



	BALLINGER (Runnels Co.)

	US 83, 7 mi. S





San Clemente Mission

(Site 10 mi. SE)

The first mission known to have been established in Texas east of the Pecos River, San Clemente was a hastily built, two-room structure located on a hill about 17 mi. S of present Ballinger. (Some historians place the site farther south, near Junction.) Although earlier than the great Spanish mission movement, this was one of the first (1684) in Texas and was founded by Juan Dominguez de Mendoza and Fray Nicolas Lopez.

Named for the San Clemente River (actually the Colorado), the mission was founded at the request of the Jumano Indians, who desired Christianity and the friendship of the Spanish. The building was probably constructed of logs, its lower story serving as a chapel and its upper story as a lookout post. Though they stayed only from March 15 to May 1, awaiting envoys from 48 tribes (bands), the Spaniards baptized many of their several thousand Indian allies.

Finally, being attacked by hostile Apaches, Mendoza returned with his men to El Paso six months after he had left. Although Mendoza did not know it, French explorer La Salle had landed on the Gulf Coast, 1684. This fact, plus Mendoza’s report of seeing a French flag among the Indians, quickly led to other Spanish expeditions being sent to chart the Texas wilderness.

(1968)



	BALLINGER (Runnels Co.)

	US 67 at US 83, .8 mi. E of intersection





Site of Picketteville

First civilian settlement in Runnels County. Founded 1862 by frontiersmen whose picket houses and corrals gave place its name. Original settlers included Mr. and Mrs. John W. Guest and three sons; Henry and R. K. Wylie, their cowboys and Negro servant; Mrs. Felicia Gordon and five sons. In 1862 “Rich” Coffey’s family also moved here. Indian hostilities of Civil Wars years (1861–1865) caused these ranchers to band together for protection. In 1866 they left with cattle for open range. Their picket corral later penned the trail herds of John Hittson, John and Joseph Henderson, and others.

(1973)



	BALLINGER (Runnels Co.)

	Courthouse lawn





Charles H. Noyes (1896–1917)

Charles H. Noyes, 21, died when his horse fell while rounding up cattle on the Noyes’ ranch. His father and mother, Gus and Lula Noyes, erected monument in 1919 as a tribute to their son and all Texas cowboys.

Pompeo Coppini of Chicago studied horses two years before sculpturing the statue.

(1966)



	BALLINGER (Runnels Co.)

	US 83 in the city





Abilene & Southern Depot

Morgan Jones (1840–1926), a Welsh-born railroad builder, and his nephews Morgan C. (1876–1964) and Percy Jones (1885–1951) built the Abilene & Southern Rail Line in 1909 between Abilene and Ballinger. This stone structure was finished soon after the first train arrived, Sept. 9, 1909. The design, with octagonal twin towers, was unusual for depots of that era. The railroad did a flourishing passenger and freight business. Passenger service ended in 1941 and freight service in 1966.

(1978)



	BANDERA (Bandera Co.)

	SH 16, .8 mi. W.; also SH 16, 1 mi. E





Bandera County

A strategic Indian point in early days. Rangers and Comanches struggled here in 1843. In 1854 Elder Lyman Wight settled Mormon Colony. In 1855 Poles settled here. From early days a part of Bexar County, created and organized in 1856.

Bandera, the county seat founded by John James, Charles de Montel and John Herndon in 1853.



	BANDERA (Bandera Co.)

	FM 689, 10 mi. N





Bandera Pass

Celebrated Indian pass known from the earliest days of Spanish settlement. Identified with many a frontier fight and many a hostile inroad. Old Ranger trail from the Medina to the Guadalupe River and the United States Army route between frontier posts followed this route through the mountains.



	BANDERA (Bandera Co.)

	SH 16, on public square across the street from the Courthouse





Old Texas Ranger Trail

This winding, 100-mile trail from San Antonio to Kerrville was, during the 19th century, a strategic patrol road traveled by Texas Rangers to protect the surrounding area from hostile Indian attacks.

During uneasy pioneer days roads such as this, regularly scouted by Rangers, helped promote early white settlement by strengthening frontier defense.

Because Bandera was located midway on the trail and because Bandera Pass, 10 miles north, frequently harbored Indian ambushers, the town became a focal point for Ranger activities along the road.

Perhaps the best-known battle to occur on the old route happened in Bandera Pass in the spring of 1841. At that time a company of 40 Texas Rangers under intrepid Indian fighter Capt. “Jack” Hays was on a scouting mission in the Guadalupe Mountains. Halfway through pass, they were suddenly attacked by several hundred wild Comanches who lay hidden in the brush and behind boulders in the narrow gorge.

A bloody fight ensued, much of it hand-to-hand combat with Bowie knives; but after their chief was slain, the Indians withdrew and finally escaped.

Thus the Rangers and this trail helped remove the Indian menace and open the frontier across Texas.

(1968)



	BANDERA (Bandera Co.)

	SH 16 (Cypress St.)





Schmidtke-Callahan House

This home was constructed in the 1870s by Georgia stonemason James Henry White for Charles F. Schmidtke (1839–1884). A native of Germany, Schmidtke was an early Bandera merchant, grist miller, and lumber mill operator. White’s grandson J. Calvin Callahan (d. 1958), the owner of a feed store and poultry business, purchased the property in 1927. The limestone house, with influences of Greek revival styling, remained in the Callahan family until the 1970s.

(1981)



	BANQUETE (Nueces Co.)

	Fort Lipantitlan Park Rd. off FM 3088, 20.1 mi. NW of Corpus Christi; 12 mi. NW of FM 70





Fort Lipantitlan

In 1728 a Spanish fort was built at this site near a Lipan Apache village with the Aztec name “Lipantitlan.” The post was later abandoned, and the village was deserted after many Indians died with the Gutierrez-Magee Expedition at the Battle of Medina, Aug. 18, 1813.

Garrisoned again about 1831 by Mexican troops as a deterrent to further Anglo-American colonization, Fort Lipantitlan was then a simple earthen embankment surrounding unfinished barracks. In 1835 the soldiers borrowed a cannon from the settlers in nearby San Patricio, foreshadowing a similar incident at Gonzales which led to the skirmish of Oct. 2, 1835, and sparked the Texas Revolution. Late in Oct. 1835, Capt. Philip Dimitt, commander of Texas forces at Goliad, dispatched a company under Ira Westover to take Fort Lipantitlan. Westover captured the fortification on Nov. 3 and the next day stopped a Mexican counterattack led by Capt. Nicolas Rodriguez. Although not decisive, the battle boosted the Texans’ morale.

On June 7, 1843, Fort Lipantitlan was successfully defended by an army of volunteers under Gen. James Davis against an attack by Gen. Antonio Canales and his “Republic of the Rio Grande” forces. After that battle, the post was abandoned and soon crumbled into ruin.

(1976)



	BANQUETE (Nueces Co.)

	SH 44 at FM 666





Banquete, C.S.A.

In the critical Civil War years, Banquete meant water, supplies, repairs and defenses to thousands on arid trips along the Cotton Road to Mexico.

The Cotton Road was well known, for it followed a segment of the historic “King’s Highway” of early explorers. Yet its vital role for 4 years in supplying the Confederacy earned it undying fame.

It was the way to Mexico’s border towns of Bagdad and Matamoros, where 20,000 speculators clamored for cotton, using valuable European goods to make attractive bargains. To get guns, ammunition, shoes, clothing, medicines—necessities scarce at home—the Confederacy sent to neutral Mexico long trains of 5 to 15 wagons or ox carts that lumbered for many weeks over the desert. Sometimes to lighten a load for an exhausted team, cotton bales might be hidden in roadside brush. The traffic left signs in the wilds. Often the landscape would whiten with the lint thrown off passing loads.

Banquete’s water made possible the long hauls to Mexico and back to the goods-hungry Confederate population. Thus the town named for an 1832 fiesta honoring Texas colonists served a strategic role in the history of the Civil War, 1861–1865.



	BARKER (Harris Co.)

	211 Baker Rd. (IH 10)





Barker Post Office

The settlement that became Barker developed on the Missouri-Kansas-Texas railroad in the late 1890s. G. T. Miller applied for a post office in 1898. It occupied a corner of his store, which also was used as a saloon. The structure was damaged in the 1900 storm, and postmaster Miller moved it to the east side of the Barker-Clodine Road and rebuilt it. He remained postmaster until 1911. Moved to a new location on the Katy Freeway (Interstate Highway 10) in 1967, it was designated a third-class post office in 1969 and a second-class office in 1977. In 1978 the postal service considered closing it, but residents rallied and saved it. Designated first class in 1981, the post office moved to Baker Road in 1984.

(2001)



	BARKSDALE (Edwards Co.)

	SH 55 in Barksdale





The Pioneer Coalsons

(Cedar Creek Ranch and Graves about 9 mi.)

Indians attacked goat camp of Nick Coalson on June 1, 1877; son Arthur, 10, was killed; Johnny, 14 wounded. Coalson escaped after 3 hours of hard fighting. One year later he lost his wife Alice, a daughter, Etta Elizabeth (twin of Arthur), and infant stepson in another Indian raid. Captains Pat Dolan and Dan Roberts with Texas Ranger units, S. D. Coalson (Nick’s son), U.S. Army scout Jim Hill, Jim and John Welch, and Henry and Sam Wells pursued but failed to find the Indians. The victims’ graves are near old homesite, on Half-Moon Prairie. Coalson descendants are prominent in Texas history.

(1972)



	BARKSDALE (Edwards Co.)

	SH 55 in Barksdale





Dixie Settlement

(Forerunner of Barksdale)

Named for Camp Dixie, a Texas Ranger post near military road to Fort Inge (42 mi. SE). First civilian settler was Jerusha Sanchez, midwife for Nueces Canyon area widowed by Indians in the 1870s. Next came Elizabeth Hill, whose eldest son Jim was a military scout. Lewis Barksdale, a veteran of Republic of Texas wars, opened a ranch on his 1876 land grant. The J. R. (Bob) Sweeten family established a store that became the focus for the expanding community. When a post office was created in 1882 and named for Lewis Barksdale, the name Dixie disappeared from use.

(1974)



	BARKSDALE (Edwards Co.)

	SH 55 in Barksdale





Site of Nix Mill (1885–1926)

Built by John L. Nix (1842–1915) to cut rawhide lumber, grind corn and wheat, and gin cotton. Upper floor housed gin; lower, grist mill. On east side was sawmill with wood furnace and boiler to furnish steam power. Furnace was fed cedar and oak wood. Spanish oaks, white oaks, and elms from Nueces River watercourse were sawed into the rawhide lumber from which were built town’s wagon yard feed stalls, a dance hall, and other structures.

After Nix, successive owners were J. L. Jackson, W. D. Hutcherson, Edward Miller, Matthew Taylor, and O. C. Henderson.

(1972)



	BARNHART (Irion Co.)

	US 67





Barnhart

Named for William F. Barnhart, an agent of the Kansas City, Mexico & Orient Railroad, this community was founded in 1910. During the 1920s and 1930s it was a major freighting center and considered by many the largest inland livestock shipping point. The Ozona-Barnhart Trap Co. set up cattle holding pens (traps) along the trails into town to protect area ranches. Barnhart declined with decreased rail traffic. It was once the site of a school, post office, newspaper, drugstore, theater, bank, four cafes, two hotels, three groceries, and a variety of other businesses.

(1981)



	BARSTOW (Ward Co.)

	Grounds of Community House (Old Ward Courthouse)





Vicinity of Early Public Library

The Republic of Texas set a cultural example by legislation for a state library in 1839. In 1874 cities were authorized to establish public libraries, but most were privately financed.

A library near here about 1890 was gift of Miss Ana Gould, a daughter of railroad magnate Jay Gould, when she was visiting the stone quarry 4.5 mi. east. She established the library—the first in Ward County, which was not organized until 1892—for families near the quarry.

Most Texas counties now have free public libraries, since a 1919 law granted this privilege.

(1967)



	BARTLETT (Bell Co.)

	SH 95, 1 mi. N





St. John Lutheran Church

The first Lutheran worship services in this area were held at the home of early German settler J. E. Pietzsch, who had moved from Austin County. In 1880, a small school and church building was erected on land donated by John Bartlett, for whom the nearby town of Bartlett was named.

St. John Lutheran Church was formally organized on December 16, 1883. A year later the Rev. Immanuel Glatzle arrived to become the first resident pastor. By 1896 the congregation had acquired more land and erected a small white frame sanctuary. All written records were destroyed in a 1922 fire which burned the parsonage and two outbuildings. Larger facilities were needed by 1931, so a new church structure was built that year. Dedication services were held January 10, 1932. On August 12, 1951, the congregation dedicated its new pipe organ, which at the time was the largest in any Texas Lutheran church.

From its beginning St. John Lutheran Church has served the spiritual and educational needs of the surrounding communities. Although the last German service was conducted in 1942, the church continues to reflect the ideals and traditions of its founders.

(1983)



	BARTLETT (Bell Co.)

	SH 95, 1 mi. N





Site of German-English School

(50 yds. W)

Established by German immigrants in 1880, the German-English School was an early school in the Bartlett area. First called Indian Creek School, the name was changed due to popular usage and the nature of instruction, which was in English during the winter and German during the summer. Closely associated with St. John’s Lutheran Church, the school shared facilities with the church until 1896, when a church sanctuary was built. The school was closed in 1948, but the building remained in use for community functions until the early 1960s.

(1988)



	BARTLETT (Bell Co.)

	SH 317 (506 N Main)





First Baptist Church of Belton

The First Baptist Church of Belton was organized in the summer of 1853 under the leadership of the Rev. Solomon G. O’Bryan and the Rev. David Fisher. There were eight charter members, and the congregation met in a small frame building on Pearl Street on the north side of Nolan Creek. Early visiting preachers included John Clabaugh and Judge R. E. B. Baylor.

Clabaugh was called as permanent pastor of the church in 1856 and held services once a month until the beginning of the Civil War. Visiting ministers served the congregation during the war. A revival held in 1864 at the courthouse by the Rev. W. W. Harris resulted in many new members for the church.

The Rev. M. V. Smith began an eighteen-year pastorate in Belton in January 1875. The congregation, which had been meeting in other churches, built a stone structure on the east side of Main Street, south of the present church buildings. After the stone church was destroyed by fire in 1947, construction began on the present structure at 506 N. Main. The facilities have been enlarged over the years to serve the growing congregation.

With service to its congregation and the community, the church has contributed to Belton’s history.

(Texas Sesquicentennial 1836–1986)



	BARTLETT (Bell Co.)

	Old US 281 (Old Austin-Belton Rd.), 2 mi. S





Lampasas River Bridge

Erected to replace an 1875 toll bridge at this site, this was one of several bridges authorized by the Bell County Commissioners Court in 1889. Built by the Penn Bridge Company of Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, it is a rare surviving example of a double-intersection Pratt Truss Bridge (also known as Whipple Truss Bridge, after the engineer who patented the design in the 19th century). Measuring over 196 feet in length, the bridge consists of eleven pin-connected panels. Large pieces of native rock were used to form the abutments, and the floor is made of heavy timber planking.

(Recorded Texas Historic Landmark—1990)



	BASTROP (Bastrop Co.)

	SH 71, 1.5 mi. E





Bastrop County

A part of Austin’s grant in 1821 created the Municipality of Mina 1834, became the County of Mina in the Republic of Texas 1836.

Name changed to “Bastrop” December 18, 1837, in honor of Felipe Enrique Neri Baron de Bastrop, 1770–1829 land commissioner of Austin’s colony, member of the Congress of Coahuila and Texas.

Bastrop, the county seat.



	BASTROP (Bastrop Co.)

	SH 21, 1 mi. NE (Bastrop State Park)





Erected in Recognition of the

Distinguished Service to Texas of

Felipe Enrique Neri,
Baron de Bastrop
1770–1829

Pioneer Red River empresario. Land commissioner of Austin’s colony. Member of the Congress of Coahuila and Texas. In his honor this county and county seat have been named.



	BASTROP (Bastrop Co.)

	SH 71 W, 2 mi. E in roadside park





Mrs. R. T. P. Allen

Resident of Bastrop County, 1857–1863. Wife of Col. Robert Thomas Pritchard Allen (1812–1888), graduate of West Point, civil engineer, mathematics professor, Methodist preacher, U.S. mail agent and co-publisher “Pacific News,” San Francisco, 1849–1850; founder and commandant of Kentucky Military Institute and of Bastrop Military Institute. Their family visitors from time to time in Bastrop included Governor Sam Houston, whose son, Sam Junior, was a B. M. I. cadet.

Mrs. Allen, during the Civil War, was an angel of mercy to prisoners at Camp Ford, Tyler, where her husband, at that time colonel of the 17th Texas Infantry, was commandant, 1863–1864. She nursed the ill, consoled the homesick, cheered the despondent, attended church services with the prisoners. She was so much esteemed and loved that one of the Federals wrote a poem in her honor.

After the war, returned with her husband to state of Kentucky. There Col. Allen resumed operation of Kentucky Military Institute. His brother-in-law, Jay Cooke, of Philadelphia, who had won international fame as the United States’ financier for the Civil War, backed Allen and K.M.I. until his 1873 business failure known as the Jay Cooke money panic.

(1965)



	BASTROP (Bastrop Co.)

	SH 71, about 2 mi. W, then 1 mi. S on SH 304, on house





Aldridge-Fitzwilliam Home

Built 1852 on part of league granted in 1831 by the Mexican government to Mozea Rousseau, a member of Austin’s second colony.

First portion was erected by John Aldridge, farmer, whose family lived here until about 1865. The 2-story part was built about 1872 by J. W. Fitzwilliam, captain in Confederate Army and plantation owner. House is called “Wexford” after town in Ireland where he was born. Home is still owned by the Fitzwilliam family.

(1968)



	BASTROP (Bastrop Co.)

	SH 71 at Loop 150





Early History of the

City of Bastrop

Long before white men arrived, this region was inhabited by Tonkawa and Comanche Indians. In 1691 the first Spanish explorers crossed this territory en route to East Texas. From their route, parts of “El Camino Real” (The King’s Highway) were blazed, thus placing Bastrop on a major early travel artery.

Because El Camino Real crossed the Colorado River here, this was a strategic spot. In 1805 the fort “Puesta de Colorado” and accompanying community were founded here to protect commerce on the road.

In 1825 this area became “Mina,” one of the first settlements in the Colony of Stephen F. Austin. It was named for revolutionary leader Xavier Mina.

In the years that followed, many members of its first 100 families served in the Texas Revolution (1836), the Mexican War (1846–1848), and were active in political life in the Republic and State of Texas.

In 1837 when the town incorporated, the name was changed to “Bastrop” to honor the Baron de Bastrop, influential early land agent and statesman. The city was also designated county seat in 1837. From 1851–1870, this was seat of Bastrop Military Academy, an important Texas school. First courthouse was built in 1853; present one in 1883 on same spot.

(1968)



	BASTROP (Bastrop Co.)

	SH 21, 1 mi. NE (Bastrop State Park)





The Gotier Trace

Originated in 1820s. Crossed the present counties of Austin, Washington, Fayette, Lee, Bastrop; joined San Felipe, capital of Stephen F. Austin’s colony, with Bastrop. Marked by James Gotier, a settler who (with several in his family) died in Indian massacre near this site in 1837.

Like most early Texas roads, this was only a marked route which travelers could follow—dusty in droughts, boggy in rains.

From such traces, wagon roads and cattle trails, Texas has developed over 67,000 miles of fine paved highways—a system recognized as nation’s finest.

(1967)



	BASTROP (Bastrop Co.)

	SH 21, 1 mi. NE (Bastrop State Park), at entrance





Lost Pines of Texas

Located 80 miles west of the main pine belt of Texas, these trees probably were once part of vast prehistoric pine forests. As land areas gradually rose, possibly due to glacier activity, most of the forests moved east. Ideal local conditions have kept the “lost pines” intact.

One of the first records of the trees was made in 1807 by Zebulon Pike, explorer for whom Pike’s Peak was named. In the 19th century, these loblolly pines supported the county’s main industry. Local lumber was shipped by riverboat and ox-wagon to points all over Texas.

(1969)



	BASTROP (Bastrop Co.)

	SH 21 at Loop 150, 2 mi. E, at Bastrop State Park Refectory





The CCC at Bastrop State Park

President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the U.S. Congress, as part of the “New Deal” efforts to offer unemployed workers jobs on public projects, created the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in March 1933. Due to decades of lumbering activities, Bastrop County’s “Lost Pines” forest was a prime candidate for the CCC’s reforestation program and a logical site for the establishment of a park, and two hundred recruits of the CCC’s company #1805 arrived in Bastrop in November 1933. With the help of Austin architect Arthur Fehr and a group of “local experienced men” or L.E.M.s, the men worked to create a state recreational park in the forest. Built of native materials in the “NPS rustic” style promoted by the National Park Service, the park structures, particularly the central refectory, reflect the expert craftsmanship of the CCC.

A second CCC company, #1811, arrived in November 1934 to assist with reforestation work and development of nearby Buescher State Park. Additional activities included making native wood furniture for this and other Texas state parks, and building roads, trails, bridges, and small lakes. CCC work at Bastrop ended with the park substantially complete in 1939.

(1991)



	BASTROP (Bastrop Co.)

	SH 304, 5 mi. S





Hubbard-Trigg House

Has colonial “widow’s walk.” Built 1890 by Robt. W. Hubbard. Still in his family. Enlarged by K. M. Trigg, father of Mrs. F. H. Birmingham, present owner.

(1964)



	BASTROP (Bastrop Co.)

	SH 21, 12 mi. NE





King’s Highway

Camino Real

Old San Antonio Road marked by the Daughters of the American Revolution and the State of Texas; A.D. 1918.



	BATESVILLE (Zavala Co.)

	Batesville Plaza





Site of First Zavala County Courthouse

Zavala County was created in 1858 from Maverick and Uvalde Counties. Named for Lorenzo de Zavala, a veteran of the Battle of San Jacinto, the county was not organized for judicial purposes until 1884. In that year citizens elected county officials and selected Batesville as the county seat.

Batesville originally was known as the Bates Ditch Community or Bates City. Elijah A. and Ellen J. Bates are credited with its founding. They came to the area in the late 1860s and became a prominent ranching family. Bates, who is credited with the first irrigation project in the area, began selling two-acre plots of the irrigated farmland, and a settlement grew up near his home.

After the selection of Batesville as the Zavala County seat, Bates conveyed a portion of his land for use as a courthouse square. The first county courthouse and jail were constructed at this site in 1885. Built of burnt bricks made from Leona River soil, the two-story courthouse featured offices downstairs and a courtroom upstairs. The structure was used as the county courthouse until 1928, when the seat of government was moved to Crystal City. The old courthouse then was used for a variety of purposes until it was torn down in 1947.

(1984)



	BAY CITY (Matagorda Co.)

	SH 35, .7 mi. E





Matagorda County

Organized March 6, 1834, into the Mexican municipality of Matagorda. Created a county of the same name in 1836.

Organized in 1837. Named of the bay on which it fronts.

County seat, Matagorda 1837. 1894 Bay City, since.



	BAY CITY (Matagorda Co.)

	SH 35, east side of Colorado River bridge





Elliott’s Ferry

During the early days of Anglo-American colonization in Texas, the Matagorda Bay prairie area was an important route for people traveling between settlements. A convenient river crossing was a necessity, and a ferry was established on the Thomas Cayce league of land near this site. Known as Cayce’s Ferry, the site was garrisoned by a small army post.

In January 1839, George Elliott (1806–1862) purchased land on the west bank of the Colorado River from Thomas Cayce, and from that time the ferry crossing was known as Elliott’s Ferry. George Elliott was assisted in his endeavors by two nephews, William Elliott and John Elliott, who continued the ferry business after George Elliott’s death.

By 1863, a small settlement had grown up around Elliott’s Ferry. A small mercantile business and a post office known as Elliott’s Ferry, Texas, were in operation in 1872. In 1893, the post office name was changed to Elliott, Texas, and a year later was moved to Bay City.

In 1902, a bridge was built over the Colorado River two miles northwest of Bay City. Known as the “Old River Bridge,” its completion resulted in the demise of Elliott’s Ferry.

(Texas Sesquicentennial 1836–1986)



	BAY CITY (Matagorda Co.)

	SH 60, 18 mi. S, then 3.4 mi. E





Selkirk Island

William Selkirk (1792–1830), one of Stephen F. Austin’s original “Old Three Hundred” settlers, came to Texas from New York in 1822. Selkirk was a surveyor for the Austin colony and served in the colonial militia. He was part of a group sent (1824) by Austin to make a treaty with the Waco and Tawakoni Indians. His grant of land, known as Selkirk Island, was among the first issued by the Mexican government to American colonists in 1824. Ownership of the property has remained in his family since that time. Selkirk’s descendants have been prominent civic and business leaders in Matagorda and Galveston Counties.

Originally Selkirk’s land grant consisted of several islands formed by the branches and channels of the Colorado River. When the grant was surveyed in 1824, a log raft (fallen trees) blocked the river near Selkirk’s property. This raft hindered navigation inland for many years. Recent dredging closed the channels so that the land is no longer divided into islands. In the 19th century a sawmill stood where Mill Creek once emptied into the now dry east bed of the Colorado River. According to legend, one of Jean Lafitte’s pirates hid a treasure at the northern end of Selkirk Island.

(1974)



	BAYTOWN (Harris Co.)

	5 mi. E of Crosby-Lynchburg highway





Oakland

One mile south to the site of Oakland home of David G. Burnet (1788–1870), first president of the Republic of Texas. To Oakland he brought his bride in 1831, and there they and their son William wrested a livelihood from the soil.



	BAYTOWN (Harris Co.)

	SH 146, E of Hartman Bridge





Bayland Orphanage

(Site ½ mi. SE)

Established in 1866 by Texas Confederate veterans for children of deceased soldiers. Had capacity for 250. Rev. Henry F. Gillette was first superintendent. C.S.A. Col. Ashbel Smith, diplomat, soldier, and statesman, was staff doctor. Trustees included leading citizens.

Donations from Harris and Galveston Counties started the home, but later gifts came from as far away as New Orleans.

After the Confederate children grew up, home and school were opened to others. Bayland was forerunner of the De Pelchin Faith Home of Houston.

(1964)



	BAYTOWN (Harris Co.)

	SH 146, 1.8 mi. E of Hartman Bridge





Ashbel Smith, M.D. (1805–1886)

Born in Hartford, Connecticut, this prominent physician, statesman, soldier, and educator received his degree from Yale Medical College in 1828. After a period of study in France, Smith returned to the United States to practice medicine in the state of North Carolina.

He determined to go to Texas upon hearing news of the events of the mid-1830s and arrived in 1837, too late to participate in the Revolution. He soon, however, was appointed Surgeon-General of the Texas Army and established a home, known as Evergreen Plantation, one mile east of this site. Smith later served the Republic of Texas as Secretary of State and as Minister to Great Britain, France, Belgium, and Spain. After Texas attained statehood, Smith served several terms in the state legislature. A Civil War veteran, he was elected Captain of the Bayland Guards and Colonel of the 2nd Texas Infantry of the Confederate Army.

Also noted for his work in higher education, Ashbel Smith served as president of the first Board of Regents of the University of Texas and led support for establishment of its medical branch in Galveston.

A significant leader during Texas’ formative years, Ashbel Smith died at his home on Evergreen Plantation and is buried in the State Cemetery in Austin.

(1984)



	BAYTOWN (Harris Co.)

	Bay Oaks Harbor, 2000-½ Tri Cities Beach Rd.





Bell Prairie

Once located southwest of this site was the home of Henry Falvel Gillette (1816–1896). A native of Connecticut, Gillette came to Texas in 1840 at the urging of his cousin, Ashbel Smith. He became a noted educator in Harris, Washington, and Polk counties. He married Lucinda Maxey (1826–1901) of Washington County in 1842.

The Gillette family lived on the plantation of Lucinda’s father, William Maxey, in present San Jacinto County from about 1848 until 1859, when Henry bought property on Galveston Bay. He named his plantation home Bell Prairie. The plantation included a two-story brick home, matching carriage house, and slave quarters. A wharf on the property was used for the importation of cattle from England.

In addition to operating his plantation, Gillette was superintendent of the Bayland Orphan’s Home on nearby Goose Creek and was a founding member and worthy master of the Cedar Bayou Masonic Lodge.

Following Henry Gillette’s death, Bell Prairie remained in the family until the mid-20th century. The plantation home was severely damaged in the 1900 hurricane and burned to the ground after being struck by lightning in the 1915 storm.

(1989)



	BEAUMONT (Jefferson Co.)

	University St. between Florida St. and US 287/US 96/US 69





The Lucas Gusher

Discovery well of the Spindletop Oil Field and the first important well on the Gulf Coast. It blew in on Jan. 10, 1901, flowing 100,000 barrels of oil a day from a depth of 1020 feet. The oil production which resulted made Beaumont a city and the Sabine District a major oil refining and exporting center of the world. The Lucas Gusher was drilled by the Hamill Brothers, contractors, under the direct supervision of Captain Anthony F. Lucas for Guffey and Galey of Pittsburgh, on the McFaddin, Weiss and Kyle lease.

(1936)



	BEAUMONT (Jefferson Co.)

	Old N Port Arthur Rd. at FM 365, 7 mi. S





Early Texas Oil Pipelines

This marks route of Texas first oil pipeline to Tidewater, constructed 1901 to transport oil from famed Spindletop gusher (7 mi. North), which came in on Jan. 10 and flowed at rate of 75,000 barrels a day.

A group later to become the Gulf Pipeline Company laid 11 miles of line in 1902 to Port Arthur; by 1904 the area had 513.5 miles of pipelines.

Earlier lines had been built in Nacogdoches, 1889, and Corsicana, 1898. Pipelines were made necessary by heavy production, meager storage facilities, and poor roads for freight wagons hauling out the oil.

Mountains are ripped open, river beds tunneled, and continents spanned by pipelines. The “Big Inch” line laid from Texas to the Atlantic in World War II was a decisive factor in victory for the allies.

Pipeline still increases daily; the work employs thousands. Besides interstate lines, oil fields use miles of pipes leading to railroad and barge docks, refineries and processing plants.

Within Texas today are more than 146,000 miles of pipelines transporting petroleum and its products, enabling the natural resources of the state to be shared by other people of the world.



	BEAUMONT (Jefferson Co.)

	SH 124, 12 mi. SW in the Village of Fannett





Dugat-Hamshire House

Built by Alcad Dugat (1847–1921), an Acadian farmer, sheep-raiser, and furniture-maker. The house, of traditional Acadian plantation architecture with Victorian detail, was erected in two stages. The smaller wing was built in 1876, and the main house completed in 1888. The Dugat home served as an inn for travelers on the old Beaumont-Galveston road.

The property was purchased in 1924, by Josephine Hamshire, whose heirs owned the house until 1959.

(1974)



	BEDIAS (Grimes Co.)

	Bedias Civil Center on FM 1696





Town of Bedias

Named for North and South Bedias Creeks, which in turn were named for the Bidai Indians, an agricultural people reputed to have been the oldest inhabitants of the area. “Bidai” means “brushwood,” which may refer to the building material used in their dwellings.

The first white settlement in this vicinity was founded 1835 by Thomas P. Plaster, and for a while it was called Plasterville. In 1903, the community of “Old” Bedias surrendered most of its population to “New” Bedias after a branch of the International & Great Northern Railroad was built to the northeast.

Townspeople from Pankey and Cotton also moved here. The name “Bedias” was retained, but only after a heated struggle in which determined citizens refused to have the town named for a railroad official.

A famous, early resident of the Bedias area was Sarah Dodson, who in 1835 made the first “Lone Star” flag in Texas. She lived here from 1844 to 1848 and is buried in old Bethel cemetery, seven miles west.

One of the most unique features of this region is the large number of Tektites (also called Bediasites) found here. These are beautiful, glassy, meteor-like stones which fell to earth 34 million years ago. Amazingly, Indians called them “jewels of the moon.”

(1968)



	BEDIAS (Grimes Co.)

	SH 90, 4.1 mi. N at roadside park





Sarah Bradley Dodson

Born in Kentucky in 1812, eleven-year-old Sarah Bradley and her parents arrived in Texas in 1823 with Stephen F. Austin’s Old Three Hundred colonists, settling near Brazoria. Sarah married Archelaus Bynum Dodson of nearby Harrisburg on May 17, 1835.

As tensions mounted between Mexico and the Texian colonists, a call for military volunteers was circulated in September 1835, and Archelaus Dodson became First Lt. in Captain Andrew Robinson’s Harrisburg Volunteers. Sarah offered to design and make a flag for her husband’s company. Using blue, white, and red calico, she fashioned a flag of three equal squares, with a five pointed white star in the center of the blue square. Reportedly the first Lone Star flag, the banner was displayed in the town of Gonzales in October 1835, and in December flew during the siege of Bexar. When the Declaration of Independence was signed, two flags were seen flying over Convention Hall. One was described as a Lone Star flag and is believed to have been the one made by Sarah Dodson.

Following the Texan victory at San Jacinto, the Dodsons lived in Fort Bend County, then moved in 1844 to Grimes County. They donated the land for Bethel Cemetery (5 mi. N) where Sarah was buried in 1848.

(Texas Sesquicentennial 1836–1986)



	BEEVILLE (Bee Co.)

	US 181, about 9 mi. S, near intersection of Aransas Creek





Aransas Creek Settlers

Earliest known residents were Karankawa Indians who named creek. On this stream was one of the most famous ranches in early Texas, occupied in 1805 by Don Martin De Leon, who in 1824 founded Victoria.

In 1830s Irish colonists came by way of Copano Bay, settling downcreek. Anglo-Americans from older settlements, came by road and trail, stopping mainly upcreek. Stockraising, trucking and freighting provided livelihoods in the rich, new prairie land.

In 1850 Patrick Fadden sold to Ft. Merrill corn and vegetables from 1835 land grant of his uncle, Father John Thomas Malloy. Fadden and W. R. Hayes freighted supplies to settlers in 1860s. Hayes had early post office in his home, 1870; was county judge 1876–1892.

John Wilson, an 1850s upcreek settler, brought first Durham cattle to country; built one of first wooden fences, enclosing 600 acres of homesite with rough heart pine plank.

On creek’s north bank stood ranch of Frank O. Skidmore, founder of Skidmore, who gained fame for building first barbed wire fence and windmill in county. He promoted breeding of registered Herefords and in 1886 gave much of right-of-way to the San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad.

(1967)



	BEEVILLE (Bee Co.)

	105 W. Corpus St. (US 59)





Bee County Courthouse

Bee County was created in 1857 from parts of five neighboring counties. The first county seat was located seven miles east of this site, and the first commissioners court was held on the banks of Medio Creek in February 1858. The city’s earliest courthouse consisted of a box frame structure. In 1912, local architect W. C. Stephenson designed this, the county’s fourth courthouse. A native of Buffalo, New York, Stephenson aided in the design of the death mask of President William McKinley. He was the architect of several Beeville buildings, including the Rialto Theater, two churches and several houses, and later designed the Classical Revival McMullen County courthouse. W. C. Whitney, builder of three other Texas courthouses, contracted to build the Bee County courthouse for $72,050. Whitney died during construction and W. C. Stephenson’s partner, Fritz Heldenfels, completed the project. Stephenson drew upon the strong contemporary influence of the French Beaux Arts School with a level of grandeur previously nonexistent in Bee County. Some original Beaux Arts features such as the cast stone balustrade originally outlining the roof were later removed, and the 1943 addition partially obscured the symmetrical plan and façade of the edifice. The Bee County courthouse is a fine example of the Classical Revival style. Of particular significance are the grand portico and projecting pediment entry with Corinthian columns and dentils along the roofline. The Chicago-style windows, comprised of one glass pane flanked by two narrower ones, with transoms above, are noteworthy. Also unusual is Stephenson’s Lady of Justice; unlike most such symbols, she is not depicted as blind.

(2002)



	BEEVILLE (Bee Co.)

	US 59, 4 mi. NE





Medio Creek

Named by the Spaniards about 1800 because of its midway position between the San Antonio and Nueces Rivers. Rises in Karnes County; empties into Mission River. Crossed by explorers, padres, soldiers, settlers who traveled on three early ox-cart roads that led from Mexico to Mission Le Bahia at Goliad.

The Cart War of 1857, between Texas and Mexican teamsters on the freight route between San Antonio and Gulf ports, originated along San Patricio Road, southernmost of the three roads. The Mexican cart drivers used mesquite beans as feed for their teams, starting the mesquite brush which thrives along creek.

Settlers were attracted here by the tall grass, and many veterans of the Texas Revolution were given bounty lands in the area. First post office in Bee County was established in 1857 at Medio Hill pioneer community, once a down-creek settlement.

In 1909, the town of Candlish was founded within 50 feet of here, with a hotel, general store, school. The store closed; Candlish became a ghost town.

In 1938–1939 on Medio and Blanco Creeks, fossil beds yielded 1,000,000-year-old fossils of a new mastodon species (named Buckner’s Mastodon), rhinoceros, elephants, alligators, camels and three-toed horses.

(1967)



	BEEVILLE (Bee Co.)

	US 181, 3.6 mi. N in roadside park





Early Trails in Bee County

From pack trails and wagon roads that marked this area at least 300 years have developed such modern roads as US Highway 181. The old trails of Indians, wild cattle, and mustang horses formed highways for 17th-, 18th-, and 19th-century expeditions coming from Mexico to claim sovereignty for Spain over land of Texas. When pioneers established land grants in this section, they also found Indian trails useful, placing towns along them. Beeville, the county seat, was situated at the natural intersection of San Patricio-Helena Road with Goliad-Laredo Road.

About 20 miles south, the Matamoros-Goliad Road (“Camino Real” to old-timers) was probably the most historic road in this area. In the years 1861–1865, the “Cotton Road”—called “Lifeline of the Southern Confederacy”—crossed Bee County. A later route of great value was a cattle trail that channeled thousands of Longhorns north from the Rio Grande to the Red River and up the Dodge City Trail or the Chisholm Trail to northern markets. In this area were also La Para (or Grapevine) Road; the Indianola-Papalote Road; and a road to now-vanished St. Mary’s, a port on Copano Bay, off the Gulf of Mexico.

(1968)



	BEEVILLE (Bee Co.)

	SH 202, E 10 mi., W of Refugio





Blanconia (Old N2) Church

The first Baptist church in Refugio County was organized on April 22, 1855, and met in the Doughty schoolhouse near Refugio. In 1865, the first sanctuary was erected (5 mi. W) and named for the cattle brand of member and benefactor N. R. McDaniel. The Blanco Baptist Association was organized at the “N2” Church in 1873. In 1888, the fellowship moved to Blanconia where the first sanctuary on this site was built in 1891. One of the oldest Baptist churches in South Texas, Blanconia Church served as a nucleus for growth of area churches and has ordained several pastors.

(1985)



	BELLAIRE (Harris Co.)

	7008 S Rice Ave. at City Hall





Bellaire

William Wright Baldwin, president of the South End Land Company, founded Bellaire in 1908 on part of the 9,449-acre ranch once owned by William Marsh Rice, benefactor of Rice Institute (now Rice University). Baldwin surveyed the eastern 1,000 acres of the ranch into small truck farms, which he named Westmoreland Farms. He platted Bellaire in the middle of the farms to serve as an exclusive residential neighborhood and agricultural trading center. The project was separated from Houston by approximately six miles of prairie.

South End Land Company advertisements, targeted to midwestern farmers, noted that Bellaire (“Good Air”) was named for the area’s gulf breezes. The original townsite was bounded by Palmetto, First, Jessamine, and Sixth (now Ferris) Streets. Bellaire Boulevard and an electric streetcar line connected Bellaire to Houston. The town was incorporated in 1918, and C. P. Younts served as first mayor.

The post-war building boom in the late 1940s and early 1950s resulted in rapid population growth. Completely surrounded by the expanding city of Houston by 1949, Bellaire nevertheless retained its independence and its own city government.

(1990)



	BELLAIRE (Harris Co.)

	Bellaire Blvd. at Second St.





Texan Capture of Mexican Dispatches

The San Jacinto Campaign in Southwest Harris County

After the fall of the Alamo on March 6, 1836, Gen. Sam Houston led the Texan Army in retreat from Gonzales. The Mexican Army under Gen. Santa Anna followed eastward from San Antonio. On April 14, while Houston’s army was north of him, Santa Anna led a division of his army from the Brazos River near present Richmond to Harrisburg. He crossed present southwest Harris County, then an uninhabited prairie, and reached Harrisburg (12 mi. E of this site) on April 15. The Mexicans burned Harrisburg on April 17 and continued marching east.

Houston’s army, arriving at Buffalo Bayou opposite Harrisburg on April 18, found the town in ruins, but did not know the whereabouts of the Mexican Army. That day, Texan scouts led by Erastus “Deaf” Smith captured three Mexicans, including Capt. Miguel Bachiller, a courier, and a guide in this vicinity. The prisoners and their dispatches revealed the location, size, and plans of the Mexican Army. With this vital intelligence, Houston intercepted Santa Anna’s march on April 20 and defeated his division with a surprise attack on April 21 at the San Jacinto River. The Battle of San Jacinto ended the Texas Revolution and secured the Independent Republic of Texas.

(1989)



	BELLVILLE (Austin Co.)

	SH 36/159, .5 mi. NW





Austin County

A part of the grant to Stephen F. Austin in 1821. Created a municipality under the Mexican government in 1828. Became a county of the Republic of Texas, March 17, 1836.

Named in honor of Stephen Fuller Austin, 1793–1836, pioneer empresario founder of Anglo-American Texas. San Felipe De Austin, Capital of Austin’s colony, 1824–1836. Seat of provisional government of Texas, 1835–1836. County seat, 1837–1848, Beeville, since.



	BELLVILLE (Austin Co.)

	30 S. Holland St., off SH 36





Bellville

Brothers Thomas and James Bell came to this area from Florida in 1822 with Stephen F. Austin’s colony and acquired about 2,000 acres of land in 1837. Thomas Bell offered a portion of his land at this site for a new townsite to replace San Felipe as the county seat; his offer was accepted by voters in 1846. Pioneers from such faraway places as England, Germany, Connecticut, Maryland and Georgia were drawn to the new town, which was platted in 1848 and soon called Bellville by popular vote. A courthouse and jail were erected in 1848 and Bellville’s first hotel opened in 1849. Within ten years, the booming town boasted about fifteen businesses. The Civil War left the town nearly deserted, and as in many similar Texas towns it was difficult to rebuild during the Reconstruction era. Positive growth began about 1877 as new business ventures took root. In 1880 the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway arrived in Bellville, and the population doubled rapidly. The Episcopal and German Methodist churches organized about 1881, and the Bellville Standard newspaper was established in 1882. A telephone company began operations and a library was established by 1886. Cotton production rose in the late 1890s and more than 10,000 bales were shipped each growing season. By the turn of the century Bellville was thriving both culturally and economically. Oil replaced cotton as the area’s major industry in 1915 when black gold was discovered around Bellville. Development of local oil fields further spurred the town’s growth and continued to help support Bellville throughout the 20th century.

(1999)



	BELTON (Bell Co.)

	US 81, 4 mi. S in roadside park





Bell County

Settlement began on Lampasas River, 1847. Created Jan. 22, organized Aug. 1, 1850. Named for Peter Hansbrough Bell (1812–1898), native of Virginia; veteran of Battle of San Jacinto; served in Somervell expedition to stop Mexico’s raids into Texas; officer in Mexican War; Governor of Texas 1849–1853; U.S. Congressman, 1853–1857.

First county seat Nolanville, moved Dec. 16, 1851, to Belton. By 1860 population was 4,799. Sent 12 troop companies into Civil War. Furnished goods from flour mills, hat factory, tanyard, leather works, blacksmith shops, cabinet shop, beef slaughter pens.

(1965)



	BELTON (Bell Co.)

	6870 S. IH-35





Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway Planing Mill

Built in 1912 at the Santa Fe rail yards in Temple, this planing mill was part of a complex of buildings that housed repair facilities for the railroad. Workers at the mill manufactured replacement parts for wooden elements of the Santa Fe’s boxcars and early wooden passenger cars. Heavy timbers used in the building’s construction were assembled in such a manner to handle the pounding of heavy machinery inside. In use until the late 1940s, the mill was moved to this location in 1989 to save it from demolition. Although no longer sited along the railroad route, it still serves as a reminder of the significant role the Santa Fe played in the industrial development of Bell County.

(2001)



	BELTON (Bell Co.)

	IH 35, 2 mi. N





Little River Fort

Site of a picket fort on Little River commonly called Fort Griffin. Also known as Fort Smith and Little River Fort. Erected by Geo. B. Erath and 20 Texas Rangers in November, 1836 as a protection against Indians. Abandoned as a military post before the Santa Fe Expedition camped here, June 24–29, 1841, but used by settlers many years as a place of defense against the Indians.



	BELTON (Bell Co.)

	5 mi. W on old Killeen Hwy.





Sanderford Log Cabin

One of earliest homes in Nolan Valley community. Built when he moved to Texas in 1867 by John Rice Sanderford (1841–1923), a veteran of the Civil War.

Birthplace, 1895, of John Roy Sanderford, state senator from this district from 1933 to 1937.

Settler John Rice Sanderford was father of 12 children: First wife, Elvira Keith, for whom he built this cabin of hand-hewn oak logs, died in 1884; his second wife was Emily Viola Lacy. The descendants are area leaders in civic and business life.

Cabin restored by youngest son, Judge T. E. Sanderford, 1964.

(1967)



	BEN FRANKLIN (Delta Co.)

	FM 128, 3 mi. SW





Giles Academy

Early settlers, who came to this area from Giles County, Tenn., founded an academy at this site in 1859, hired fellow-Tennessean Thomas Hart Benton Hockaday (1835–1918) as the first teacher, and named the new school in memory or their Southern Tennessee homeland. Hockaday taught at Giles until his enlistment in the Confederate Army in 1862, and after the Civil War for several years before moving to Franklin County in 1870s. He presented a curriculum emphasizing arithmetic, reading the classics, and use of the English language. His daughter, Ela Hockaday (1876–1956), founded the well known Hockaday school for girls in Dallas in 1913. School expenses, including teachers’ salaries, were paid by parents of the students.

A small community center, with a blacksmith shop, general merchandise store, and church, grew up around the large log schoolhouse. After the organization of common school districts in Texas in 1883, the academy became Giles School, District No. 4. The old log house was replaced with a frame structure in 1886. A more modern building, erected on this site in 1924, was badly damaged by a tornado in 1936. The Giles School never reopened, and its students were distributed between the Ben Franklin and Pecan Gap Schools.

(1973)



	BEN FRANKLIN (Delta Co.)

	FM 128, 1½ mi. SW on South Side of Camp Site





Site of Old Camp Rusk

(Southern Boundary, 1861)

A training camp of Texas 9th Infantry Regiment, Confederate States of America. Named for Gen. Thomas Rusk, early Texas leader. Activated, 1861, when Texas state senator, Sam Bell Maxey, resigned office, raised militia known as Lamar Rifles of Light Infantry. Other local militia combined with Maxey’s to form 9th Regiment.

Regiment left here, Dec. 1861; fought many battles including famous ones at Shiloh, Corinth, Mobile, Chickamauga, Atlanta, New Hope Church, Missionary Ridge, Murfreesboro and Perry ville.

(1967)



	BEN WHEELER (Van Zandt Co.)

	SH 64, 2 mi. W





Prairie Springs Cemetery

Associated for many years with the Prairie Springs Methodist Episcopal Church, South, this cemetery dates to 1866, when the infant grandson of R. W. Berry was buried here. Berry formally deeded land for the graveyard in 1880, although several other burials took place here before that time. The Prairie Springs Church moved to the town of Ben Wheeler (2 mi. SE) in 1893, but title to the cemetery was not formally transferred to the Prairie Springs Cemetery Association until 1949. The large graveyard is the burial ground for many of the area’s pioneers and their descendants.

(1985)



	BENCHLEY (Robertson Co.)

	SH 6 at Old San Antonio Rd., FM 2339, FM 279





El Camino Real

(Also Known as Old San Antonio Road and Old Spanish Trail)

A trail of adventure, hardships, opportunity and freedom, over which history stalked into Texas. To the Spanish, El Camino Real was a road traveled for the King—to colonize, Christianize, seek adventure or look for riches. This road became the most famous.

Its many parts were made, discovered or known hundreds of years before 1691, when Domingo Teran de los Rios, first Governor of Texas, joined and marked the different trails for the king. It was the route from Monclova (crossing the Rio Grande near Eagle Pass) to the Missions of East Texas. Probably its trailblazers were buffalo and Indians, or Aztecs on trading expeditions. It was also possibly traveled, described and changed in part by French explorer La Salle; by Alonso de Leon and Father Damian Massanet planting missions in East Texas; and by the French nobleman St. Denis seeking trade along the Rio Grande.

As the years wore on, it was traveled in 1820 by Moses Austin, as well as by thousands of settlers who followed him. San Augustine, Nacogdoches and San Antonio were its principal cities; inns sprang up along the way. Soldiers and supply trains used it during the Texas Revolution, Mexican War and Civil War. It is still followed in part by this highway.



	BENCHLEY (Robertson Co.)

	SH 6, 1 mi. E





Staggers Point

Earliest large community in Robertson’s colony. Settled by Irishmen who came to America in 1821; lived in South Carolina and then in Alabama; and in 1829 sent west an emissary, Robert Henry, to find a permanent location. In 1833, their ox-wagon train arrived, and log cabins were built. By 1836, kinsmen had joined early arrivals, to strengthen settlement.

Community name, meaning “Strivers’ Point” in dialect, was probably given for rugged zeal of settlers in face of hardships. James Dunn built a fort, to give neighborhood a refuge during Indian raids. In War for Independence, 1835–1836, Staggers Point men fought in major actions, including the April 21, 1836, Battle of San Jacinto, which freed Texas from Mexico.

In 1830s and ’40s, the Irish were compelled to keep up their defenses against the Indians. Women as well as men earned respect for skill with “long guns.” In time their village had a church, stores, cotton gin, race track, and taverns, and was invaded by gamblers and ruffians drawn to the races. Until the settlers subdued the lawless, duels and gunplay were common.

This remained a progressive community until 1868, when Houston & Texas Central Railway bypassed it, and business waned. Descendants still honor the settlers.

(1973)



	BEND (San Saba Co.)

	FM 580





Dr. Edward D. Doss

Edward D. Doss (1849–1928) beloved pioneer doctor in this area for 40 years; served as pharmacist, general practitioner, obstetrician, dentist & on occasion surgeon & nurse. Traveled horse back, two wheel cart, horse & buggy (‘Old Ross’ in picture). Crossed river by ferry boat. Wore out 3 Ford cars. Came to Bend with wife Arebell Tomblinson, 1882. Owned & operated general merchandise store with son, Lawrence. “No night too dark or road too long to serve his fellow man.” Erected by those who loved him—July 1965.

*Picture of doctor at hitched buggy is posted on granite marker.



	BENJAMIN (Knox Co.)

	US 82, 4.5 mi. E





Texas Business Pioneer

Pleasant C. Sams

(1845–1921)

In 1850s came to Texas from Arkansas. At 16, on outbreak of Civil War, was left in charge of family mills, instructed by his father to give entire flour output to widows of Confederates.

In 1862, captured in Missouri, as he went through enemy lines to get his bride; escaped from Federal who also admired bride. Wedding trip was horseback ride to Texas. He served 1864–65 in Confederate Frontier Regiment.

Pioneer cattleman; business and financial leader. Founder and president, Benjamin Commercial Company, president and director, First National Bank, Benjamin.

(1965)



	BENJAMIN (Knox Co.)

	US 82, E 6 mi.





The Narrows

This crest separates the drainage basins of the Wichita River, whose waters flow into the Mississippi, and the Brazos River, which winds through Texas to the Gulf of Mexico.

Known as good hunting grounds because of buffalo grass, fresh springs and herds of mustangs from which to get mounts, the narrows were crossed by the Comanche, Wichita, Kiowa, Apache, Seminole and Tonkawa Indians. Evidences of battles and camps are still being found. Later, settlers used the well-worn paths. Today its canyons and ravines are used for ranching.

(1965)



	BENNETT (Parker Co.)

	IH 20, 15 mi. W of Weatherford in rest area





Original Plant of Acme Brick Company

(4.3 mi. NW)

First manufacturer in Texas to make high-grade pressed brick.

Founded 1891 by industrial pioneer George Bennett (1852–1907), developer of coal mining and other natural resources.

Located here because of large deposits of shale near Brazos River. Bennett community grew up around plant, with dormitory and store. The kilns were fired with local fuel: coal, then wood.

Brick were shipped out by mule-drawn wagons or nearby Texas & Pacific Railroad. Before 75th anniversary in 1966, Acme became the largest maker of face brick in the United States.

(1966)



	BENNETT (Parker Co.)

	US 80 at FM 113





First Plant of ACME Brick Co.

One of earliest North Texas brick factories. Built in 1891 by George Bennett. Plant site located here because of large deposits of quality shale near Brazos River. Kilns were fired with locally mined coal; later with wood; then gas. Plant used mule-drawn wagons for short deliveries; the nearby T. & P. Railway for statewide sales.

By 1966, its 75th Anniversary, Acme is the largest maker of face brick in the United States.

(1966)



	BERTRAM (Burnet Co.)

	SH 243, 6 mi. NE





Mount Horeb Lodge

Chartered Jan. 21, 1854; met in log schoolhouse.

Erected own lodge hall 1856 on land given by grant master Sam Mather and B. K. Stewart. First floor used as church and school. A fire in 1915 razed hall. Lodge rebuilt here 1916 on and given by G. T. and W. J. Williams.

(1967)



	BERTRAM (Burnet Co.)

	SH 29 West, Vaughan Highway Park





Bertram

The town of Bertram was founded in 1882 when the Austin and Northwestern Railroad established a route through the area. The community was named for Rudolph Bertram, an Austin merchant who was instrumental in the development of the rail line. Many early residents were from the settlement of South Gabriel (2 mi. SE). Homes and commercial buildings of the pioneer settlers were moved here by brothers L. R. and J. W. Gray. The first store, also relocated from South Gabriel, was run by James D. Riley and Capt. Tom D. Vaughan.

Bertram developed as a marketing center for the area’s diversified agricultural production. Continued growth came during World War I when the demand for farm and ranch products increased. By the 1920s, it was the site of auto dealerships, four banks, a newspaper, a hotel and a variety of other businesses.

The economic depression of the 1930s, World War II and improved methods of transportation combined to limit Bertram’s growth. Incorporated in the 1970s, the town remains an agricultural center. It serves as a reminder of the pioneers who settled here over a century ago. Many of their descendants still live in the area and serve as leaders of the community.

(1982)



	BIG LAKE (Reagan Co.)

	US 67, 3 mi. W in roadside park





Reagan County

Formed from Tom Green County. Created March 7, 1903, organized April 20, 1903. Named in honor of John H. Reagan (1818–1905).

Indian fighter and surveyor, member of Texas Legislature and United States Congress. Postmaster General of the Southern Confederacy. County seat, Stiles, 1903–1925 Big Lake since.

(1925)



	BIG LAKE (Reagan Co.)

	US 67, 1 mi. W





City of Big Lake

The land on which the original townsite of Big Lake was located was owned in 1903 by T. H. Taylor, who sold 320 acres to the Orient Land Company, which agreed to build a railroad station and lay out a town to be called Big Lake.

The city took its name from a lake created by rain which gathers in a natural land depression about one and one half miles from here. Once filled by spring-fed water, it is now the largest dry lake in Texas. In pioneer days it was the only known fresh water between the Concho River and springs at Fort Stockton and was a campsite for Indians, Mexican traders and cattle drivers. Oldest house in Reagan County, the John Gardner house, is located near its banks.

The town was established in 1911. Its first economic activity was a stockpen built by the Kansas City, Mexico & Orient Railroad, a hotel, and a grocery store. It grew up around the line of the railroad and by 1915 had about fifty families.

Big Lake was incorporated on May 28, 1923, and in 1925 became the seat of Reagan County. Land additions were made in 1914 and 1925. Today the city is a center for the oil and gas industry.

(1967)



	BIG LAKE (Reagan Co.)

	US 67, 14 mi. W





Santa Rita No. 1

Discovery well for Big Lake Oil Field. First gusher in Permian Basin; first University of Texas producer. On land once thought almost worthless. Fruit of the faith of Big Lake lawyer Rupert Ricker. Though in 1919 no oil had been found within 100 miles, Ricker got leases on 431,360 acres of University of Texas land in Crockett, Irion, Reagan and Upton Counties. Soon working with him were P. G. Stokes, Big Spring; Frank Pickrell and Hyman Krupp, El Paso; and others.

Their wildcat well, ½ mile south of this site, on Ollie Parker’s ranch, was drilled by Carl Cromwell. Dee Locklin was tooldresser. Slow and hard drilling made crew name well for Santa Rita, patronness of the impossible. 4 years, 2 months and a day after permit was filed, and at 3,055 feet, well pressure tossed the rig’s bucket high into the air. Santa Rita was a producer! The date was May 28, 1923.

This day the Permian Basin, since acclaimed one of the greatest oil regions in the world, had its first big find. Other spectacular fields were to follow.

Multi-millions in royalty dollars have since made the University of Texas one of the world’s most heavily endowed schools. Original rig that brought in Santa Rita now is on the university campus.

(1965)



	BIG LAKE (Reagan Co.)

	SH 137 right of way, 18 mi. NW





Stiles Cemetery

(1 mi. W)

Established about 1903. Site is on land then owned by early settlers G. W. and Lizzie Stiles.

Plot summarizes much frontier history, as it holds graves of cowboys who died in accidents of cattle range; one Spanish-American War veteran; victims of shootings, rattlesnake bites, epidemic dysentery. Most were pioneers of steady habits and quiet lives.

Already in use for many years, the 3-acre plot was deeded to county in 1920 by J. D. Wagner, an adventuring man, who lived for years alternately in Texas and in South America.

(1970)



	BIG LAKE (Reagan Co.)

	US 67, 2 mi. E in roadside park





This County Named in 1903 for John H. Reagan

(First Chairman of Railroad Commission of Texas)

As Congressman, 1876–1887, sponsored bill creating Interstate Commerce Commission; resigned 1891 from United States Senate to head newly-formed Railroad Commission, modeled after I.C.C., and created to regulate shipping rates and practices.

In his term, 1891–1903, railway transportation of petroleum became important in Texas. The Commission was given jurisdiction in 1917 over pipelines. This led to formation of the oil and gas division.

The legislature made the Commission responsible in 1919 for oil and gas conservation. Proration began in 1920s. Complete regulation came in the 1930s with 1,700,000-barrel-a-day production in East Texas.

Commission policies were acclaimed when in World War II Texas was able to supply the Allies with great stores of oil necessary for victory.

The Commission’s goal is to prevent waste and protect oil and gas reserves by orderly regulation of exploration, production and transportation.

Such men as Chairman Reagan have set high ethical standards that have continued in the Commission, causing it to merit the confidence of the people and of the petroleum industry.

(1966)



	BIG SANDY (Upshur Co.)

	SH 155, 1 mi. SW





Walters’ Bluff Ferry

(Site Located 1.3 mi. SE)

Located at a noted early-day crossing on Sabine River, this pioneer ferry carried settlers traveling north or south into Upshur or Smith Counties. It was begun before 1849 by Robt. Walters, a Texas Revolutionary veteran, and used until a bridge was built, 1903. Town of Florence was once situated near ferry on south bank of the Sabine.

Ferriage rates in 1860 were 50¢ for a wagon drawn by two horses or oxen; 75¢ for a wagon and more than two animals. A pleasure carriage was charged 40¢; a man and horse, 10¢; loose livestock, 5¢ per head.

(1968)



	BIG SPRING (Howard Co.)

	US 87, 5 mi. S in roadside park





Howard County

Formed from Young and Bexar Territories. Created August 21, 1876, organized June 15, 1882. Named in honor of Volney Erskine Howard (1809–1889). Came to Texas in 1844, delegate to the First State Constitutional Convention. Member of the Texas legislature. Member of the United States Congress. Big Spring, the county seat.



	BIG SPRING (Howard Co.)

	Big Spring State Park (off Bus. 20)





Big Spring State Park on Route of

Old Comanche War Trail

For Comanche war parties, about 1750 to 1875, the Big Spring was an oasis. Here paths from northeast, north and northwest twined into the war trail that led to San Antonio and other Texas points, and down into Mexico. At the Big Spring, parties from far away as the Arkansas Valley could rest their horses. At this point on return trips northward, their weary captives might find water, rest, and possibly food.

The Comanches harassed settlements, robbing and burning stores, mills, farms, ranches; killing men and capturing women and children to be held for ransom, slavery, or adoption into the tribe.

The war trail was well marked, for warriors took on their long expeditions numerous pack and riding horses, hordes of dogs, and their women and children to wait upon the men and assist in the looting.

Indians in the Civil War years, 1861–1865, had much freedom to invade Texas. By 1866 they were selling to New Mexico traders thousands of cattle stolen from Texas ranchmen. Most of the Comanches were put on reservations in 1875. Afterward their old trails were used by white settlers and by hunting parties on special leave. In 1881 a hunting party attacked builders of the T. & P. Railroad working near here.

(1966)



	BIG SPRING (Howard Co.)

	US 87 at FM 821, 8 mi. S





First Commercial Oil Well

in Howard County

On Nov. 9, 1925, this wildcat well No. 1 H. R. Clay, drilled by Fred Hyer, began pumping oil in a venture that hinted at vast oil resources in West Texas.

The well on Clay’s land hit pay dirt at 1,508 feet. Soon oil land speculators developed a great interest in this formerly “worthless” territory and other wildcatters flocked to the area.

As a result of efforts here, the Permian Basin—one of the richest oil repositories in the state—was developed. Since 1925 Howard County has produced more than 300 million barrels.

(1968)



	BIGFOOT (Frio Co.)

	FM 472





William Alexander A. Wallace

Known as Big Foot Wallace. Defender of Texas and Texans. As soldier ranger and mailrider he protected the advancing frontier. Died January 7, 1899.

(1965)



	BIROME (Hill Co.)

	FM 308, in front of the Birome Community Center





Birome

Founded 1910. One of five International and Great Northern Railway stations in southern Hill County.

Important agricultural market. Named for Bickham and Jerome Cartwright, descendants of settler Matthew Cartwright, whose 1856 land patent included this townsite.

(1967)



	BISHOP (Nueces Co.)

	FM 665 at FM 666, 5 mi. W of Driscoll





Cattle Drives from South Texas

By 1840 tens of thousands of wild cattle roamed this vast South Texas region between the Rio Grande and the Gulf of Mexico. The longhorns were almost worthless to Texans, so in 1842 extended cattle drives began with small herds driven to New Orleans and Missouri. Edward Piper, in 1846, drove 1,000 head to Ohio; by 1850 drives began to California; and in 1856 a herd was driven to Chicago. During the same period bovines were shipped by boat to New Orleans and Havana, Cuba, but with little or no profit. The number of cattle driven out of South Texas did not diminish the growing cattle population, as over 3.5 million head were present in 1860.

Several thousand cattle were delivered to the Confederacy during the early years of the Civil War, but not until the conflict ended did cattle drives become profitable. Industrialization and urbanization of the Northern U.S. created a huge market, and the westward expansion of railroads provided the means of transportation. In this vicinity several “feeder” trails led north to connect with the Chisholm and Dodge City trails to the Kansas railheads.

By 1880, 4 million head had been driven to market, and Texas cattle had spread throughout the West.

(1973)



	BLANCO (Blanco Co.)

	US 281 at Little Blanco Rd., 6 mi. S





Saint Mary’s Help on Christians

Catholic Church

In 1850s when first Catholic families came to Blanco County, worship was in homes and halls. Land was purchased in 1887. By efforts of Father Virgilius Draessel and people of Twin Sisters, this church was built and dedicated in 1889.

Stone for foundation came from quarry about a mile from site. Other building materials came by wagon over 30 miles of rough roads and trails.



	BLANCO (Blanco Co.)

	US 281, Main and 3rd St.





Old Blanco County Courthouse

Designed in Victorian style by architect F. D. Ruffini. Erected in 1886 as first permanent county courthouse. Building served only four years—until 1890. County seat then moved to Johnson City.

Purchased by Chas. E. Crist, the structure entered varied career as school, Blanco National Bank, office of “Blanco County News,” opera house, Farmers Union Hall, and hospital (1936–1970). Now houses Blanco Museum of Early West.

(Recorded Texas Historic Landmark—1972)



	BLANCO (Blanco Co.)

	FM 165, 8 mi. NE in roadside park





Peyton Colony Lime Kiln

Peyton Colony was a freedmen’s community established in the 1860s under the leadership of former slave Peyton Roberts. In addition to homes, the community included a local school and Mt. Horeb Baptist Church. This lime kiln was built by Peyton Roberts and his neighbors to provide high-quality materials with which to make mortar for buildings in Blanco County, some of which remain today. The kiln was restored in the 1960s in conjunction with the construction of a roadside park at the site. It stands as a reminder of the efforts of ex-slaves to begin new lives.

(1988)



	BLEAKWOOD (Newton Co.)

	SH 87, 9.1 mi. S





Swift Cemetery

(2.7 Mi. E)

The trading village of Salem was founded in 1835 by Seth Swift. A quaker and whaling merchant, Swift had moved to this area from Massachusetts with his wife, Lydia, and six children. When Lydia died about 1852, Swift set aside an acre of land for a cemetery. Upon his death in 1869, Swift was buried beside his wife in a pink marble casket he had brought from Massachusetts. Several other members of the community are believed to be interred in the cemetery, as well. Lost to forest overgrowth for many years, the graveyard has been restored.

(1988)



	BLEAKWOOD (Newton Co.)

	SH 87, 1.5 mi. S





Watson Chapel Methodist Church

On 5-acre site given by George Adams (1842–1906). This church has been in continuous use since its construction in 1883 by men of community. Accoring to tradition, a man named Watson financed the project. Square nails were used. Heart pine lumber for structure was shipped by steamboat on the Sabine River from Orange to town of Salem, then hauled by ox-teams to this site. Belfry and Sunday school rooms were added later.

(1972)



	BLEDSOE (Cochran Co.)

	SH 125 at FM 595





Town of Bledsoe

Promoted and founded in July 1925 by South Plains & Santa Fe Railroads. Named for railroad president S. T. Bledsoe. In later 1920s became important cattle shipping point. It was also county’s largest town. Population hit 750. Began decline after rail freight traffic decreased in 1930s.

(1970)




	BLESSING (Matagorda Co.)

	SH 35, 1 mi. from cemetery and 3 mi. N of Blessing





Old Hawley Cemetery

Known 1838–1899 as Demin’s Bridge Cemetery. Second post office in Matagorda County was located nearby in 1858.

Two acres donated by Emelius Savage and his son Norman for the cemetery and Tres Palacios Baptist Church, founded 1852. More land given by Jonathan E. Pierce, who in 1900 named area Hawley, honoring United States Senator Robert Bradley Hawley.

Buried here are the brothers Johnathan E. and Abel H. (“Shanghai”) Pierce and many other famous early cattlemen; also, more than 50 veterans of Civil War and all U.S. wars since 1865.
(1967)



	BLUM (Hill Co.)

	SH 174 at Brazos Bridge





Site of Early Cattle Trail

Often called Chisholm Trail, since it connected with that famous route lying to the north.

At Kimball Crossing (1.3 mi. SW) this trail entered Hill County. Drovers rested and reshod horses at Towash and Fort Graham, and then forded the Nolan River into Johnson County.

(1967)



	BLUM (Hill Co.)

	SH 174, 3 mi. N





Erected

In Memory of Phillip Nolan

Born in Ireland. First came to Texas and established residence at Nacogdoches in 1791. When killed was a resident of Natchez, Miss. Was killed near this site March 21, 1801 by the Spaniards. Was buried there by Negro slaves Ceasar and Robert. Nolan’s death aroused a wave of indignation that led to the independence of Texas.



	BOERNE (Kendall Co.)

	US 87, 6 mi. S





Kendall County

Created January 10, 1862. Organized February 18, 1862.

Named in honor of George Wilkins Kendall, 1809–1867, poet, journalist, author and farmer. One of the founders of the “New Orleans Picayune.” Member of the Santa Fe Expedition. Most successful sheep raiser in the Southwest.

Boerne, the county seat.

(1936)



	BOERNE (Kendall Co.)

	US 87 county line





Confederate Army Chaplain

Andrew Jackson Potter

(1830–1895)

Born in Missouri. Orphaned at age 10, was a jockey, gambler, ruffian. Fought in Mexican War, 1846–1847. Was a Texas Ranger later. Converted in a camp meeting, he learned to write and became a Methodist minister.

Served 4 years in the Confederate Army. Like any chaplain, had pay and rations of a private. In camp he conducted regular religious services, counseled, taught men to read and write, handled mail, visited the sick. Once whipped an editor for libeling the army. In battle line, until firing order came, he had Bible in hand, preaching to his men “on the brink of eternity.” Fought to end of battle, then took down from lips of dying men words of family or friends; prayed for the passing soul; aided the wounded.

After war, with Bible in left hand, pistol in right, preached 30 years on Texas frontiers. Gave many a wild town its first sermon, sometimes preaching in a settlement’s only public building—a saloon. Founded several churches. From enforcing respect for his work with fists and guns, was called “the fighting parson.” At home he owned on this site, 1868–1883, several of his 15 children were born. He died in his pulpit, and was buried in Caldwell County.

(1965)



	BOERNE (Kendall Co.)

	US 87 on Main





Ye Kendall Inn

The center section of Kendall Inn is the old Reed house, built by Erastus Reed and his wife, Sarah Conning Reed, who purchased the land April 23, 1859, and later leased to Henry Chipman. After 1869 its fame grew as the “King Place” under ownership of Colonel & Senator Henry C. King.

By 1878 the Boeme climate had attracted large numbers of health seekers to find relief from asthma, sinus, etc. To accommodate them, C. J. Roundtree & N. L. Wadsworth extended the old building to its present size and adopted the new name the Boerne Hotel.

This was the stagecoach stop during the early 1880s. In 1909 Dr. H. D. Barnitz changed the name to “Ye Kendall Inn.”



	BOERNE (Kendall Co.)

	3.3 mi. S, at entrance to cavern on Cascade Cavern Road





Cascade Cavern

Probably formed during the Pleistocene epoch by the underground passage of the Cibolo River, Cascade Cavern presents an interesting mix of geological, archeological, and historical features. It exhibits a combination of the joint and the dip and strike types of caverns, and is the home of a number of unusual animals, including cliff and leopard frogs, Mexican brown bats, and Cascade Cavern salamanders.

Archeological evidence uncovered near the cave indicates the presence of two Indian sites. It is probable that the Indians used the cave for shelter, and soot found on the side of a natural chimney suggests that they had fires.

Commercial development of the cave, known earlier as Hester’s Cave, began in the 1930s. The current name, taken from the seven waterfalls at the entrance to the cathedral room, officially was adopted in a 1932 ceremony led by State Attorney General, and later Governor of Texas, James V. Allred.

Over the years, Cascade Cavern has provided visitors and Boerne area residents with many opportunities for recreation and exploration, and it remains one of the state’s important geological sites.

(1984)



	BOERNE (Kendall Co.)

	334 S. Main St. (US 87)





Staffel Family and the Staffel Store

German immigrant August Staffel arrived in Texas in 1852 and in due course made his way to Boerne, where he purchased property at this site in 1854. When Boerne was granted a postal station in 1856, Staffel served as first postmaster and housed the post office on his property. Staffel’s other businesses included the Staffel store, stagecoach office, saloon, livery stable and wagon yard. After August’s death in 1870, his wife, Bertha, operated the post office out of the Staffel store until 1881 and sold the property in 1905. Reminders of early economic development in Boerne, the Staffel store and the Staffel family played a significant role in that heritage.

(2001)



	BOERNE (Kendall Co.)

	IH-10 Welfare exit, 8 mi. N, then 1.5 mi. S of Welfare community





Nicolaus Zink

In 1844, Bavarian-born civil engineer Nicolaus Zink (1812–1887) was selected to lead a group of German immigrants overseas to establish settlements on a Texas land grant. This colonization effort was headed by Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels and financed by a German corporation known as the Mainzer Adelsverein.

Upon arrival in Texas in late 1844, Zink realized that the grant the colonists were to settle was in the heart of Comanche Indian territory. He persuaded Prince Solms to settle at an alternate site, which became the town of New Braunfels. Zink’s leadership in the face of unrest, disease, starvation, and monetary problems was vital to the survival of the colony. He eventually was responsible for the supervision of about one-half of the German immigrants bound for New Braunfels.

After 1847, Zink lived in a variety of places, including Sisterdale, Comfort, and an area south of Fredericksburg. In 1868, he acquired this property and built the central portion of the limestone house at this site. He later gave land for and helped engineer the San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad bed to Kerrville. Zink lived here until his death and is buried in an unmarked grave near his home.

(1984)



	BOLIVAR (Denton Co.)

	FM 2450 at FM 455





Townsite of Bolivar

Named indirectly for Simon Bolivar, South American statesman, general and patriot. It might have been called “New Prospect,” but for a mug of rum. When town was founded in 1852, a man who had settled here from Bolivar, Tenn., wanted to name the community in honor of his hometown. But a preacher-doctor insisted that it be named New Prospect. An election was called to settle the matter and the Tennessean exchanged mugs of rum for votes; Bolivar won.

During the 1800s, Bolivar was the westernmost fort in Denton County and the first settlement west of Collin County. Two stagecoach lines changed horses here. The town thrived and could count three hotels, several stores, a gin, a flour mill, a sawmill, a blacksmith shop, a saloon, a church and a school.

It was here that the Texas cattle trail joined the Jesse Chisholm Trail, but it was John Chisum, Texas cattle baron, who had herds here and furnished beef to the Confederacy during the Civil War.

Bolivar and the surrounding area were havens for Sam Bass and his men. Two Bolivar men were jailed in 1890 for harboring notorious marauders.

Many early settlers (whose descendants still live here) played important roles in development of county.

(1970)



	BOMARTON (Baylor Co.)

	SH 277, on access road





St. John Catholic Church (of Bomarton)

Established in 1908, when services and masses were held in Mary’s Creek schoolhouse or in home of Matt Marak. First church edifice was built 1909, with John Cocek, Marak, Leopold, Skrehot, and Alois Sykora, trustees. Father Paul Mosler was installed as first pastor in 1910. Brick church was built in 1936.

(1970)



	BONHAM (Fannin Co.)

	US 82, 4 mi. E at rest area





Fannin County

This area was first settled by Anglo-Americans who traveled up the Red River by steamboat in 1836. Fannin County was created in 1837, organized 1838, and named for James W. Fannin (1805–1836), who was massacred with his soldiers at Goliad (March 27, 1836) after surrendering to the Mexican Army.

County officials first met at Jacob Black’s cabin on the Red River. The county seat was moved in 1840 to Warren and in 1843 to Bois D’Arc, which was renamed in 1844 in honor of James Butler Bonham (1807–1836), a hero of the siege of the Alamo.

(1975)



	BONHAM (Fannin Co.)

	US 82, 1.5 mi. W





Congressman Sam Rayburn

Born in Tennessee on Jan. 6, 1882, Samuel Taliaferro Rayburn came to North Texas with his parents in 1887. His political career began in 1906 with his election to the Texas House of Representatives, where he was Speaker of the 1911–1913 session.

Rayburn was elected to the U.S. Congress from the 4th District in 1912, the first of his 25 consecutive terms there. Rising quickly to a leadership position, he was chairman of the Democratic party caucus in 1921. As head of the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee (1931–1937) and then Majority Leader (1937–1940), Rayburn sponsored much of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal legislation.

On Sept. 16, 1940 Rayburn was elected Speaker of the House of Representatives. Except for the 80th (1947–1949) and 83rd (1953–1955) Congresses, when he was Minority Leader, Rayburn held the speakership until 1961, longer than anyone in the nation’s history. A party leader as well, he was chairman of the Democratic National Conventions of 1948, 1952, and 1956.

Rayburn died on Nov. 16, 1961, and Presidents Harry S. Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, and John F. Kennedy, along with Lyndon B. Johnson, were among national figures at his funeral. He is buried in Willow Wild Cemetery.

(1975)



	BONHAM (Fannin Co.)

	US 82, 1.5 mi. W





Sam Rayburn House

In 1916, three years after he began his career in the U.S. Congress, Sam Rayburn built this home for his parents, who had left their farm at Windom. The 2-story house had a front porch on each floor. In 1934 architect W. B. Yarborough enlarged “the home place,” turning the porches into 2-story portico. When not in Washington, Rayburn lived here with other members of the family. Deeded to the Texas Historical Commission in 1972, the house is now (1974) a museum.

(1965)



	BONHAM (Fannin Co.)

	SH 78 at FM 274, 10.5 mi. N





Joseph Sowell

In September 1836, Joseph Sowell (1804–1841) came to Texas shortly after the Republic was established. Settling on his 1280-acre land grant just south of the Red River, Sowell made his home about 1.5 miles northwest of this site. In the short time he lived in Texas, Sowell was closely involved with the creation and development of Fannin County and with the protection of the frontier settlers. Upon the creation of Fannin County in 1837 and its organization the following year, Sowell was appointed to the county board of land commissioners and served as county treasurer. He and fellow pioneer J.S. Scott built a tavern at Warren, the first county seat, where Sowell had served as postmaster. As leader of his militia company to defend the frontier and its settlers, Sowell led several attacks against the region’s Native Americans. Additionally, he served as quartermaster for the Army of the Republic of Texas. On October 31, 1841, a band of Indians raided the horse stable at the tavern in Warren. In the ensuing struggle, which involved the guests and proprietors of the tavern as well, Joseph Sowell was killed, leaving behind a widow and four children. He was buried near his homesite. As an early settler in northeast Texas whose interest and concern for his duty as a citizen was realized in the positions he held and his active involvement in local affairs, Joseph Sowell played a significant role in Fannin County’s early development.

(2003)



	BONHAM (Fannin Co.)

	SH 78, 4.5 mi. S





Arledge Ridge Cemetery

Among the early settlers of this area were Joseph and William Arledge, brothers who arrived from Alabama in the 1850s. Both established successful farms in the area, and the growing settlement became known as Arledge Ridge. Joseph Arledge operated one of the earliest freight lines in Fannin County, with regular routes to the port city of Jefferson. William Arledge established a cotton gin in the central part of the county and later sold an acre of land to be used for a community school and church.

A tract of land, deeded by William Arledge in 1876, was designated as a community burial ground. According to local tradition, burials may have taken place in the cemetery as early as the 1840s, but the oldest documented grave is that of Joseph Arledge, who died in 1855.

Interred in the Arledge Ridge Cemetery are many early settlers, as well as a number of Civil War veterans. Additional land acquisitions in 1893, 1948, and 1965 enlarged the cemetery tract. The Arledge Ridge Cemetery Association, organized in 1948, maintains the historic graveyard and sponsors an annual homecoming event.

(1988)



	BONHAM (Fannin Co.)

	US 82 W at Chinner St.





Bailey Inglish

(ca. 1797–1867)

In 1837, Bailey Inglish moved his family to this area from western Arkansas, where he had been an influential leader of pioneer settlers. Here he was active in the formation of Fannin County, serving on the land board and later as Chief Justice. To guard against repeated Indian raids, he built a fort on his land for area residents. The settlement that developed, first known as Bois d’Arc, became Bonham. Inglish was instrumental in its early growth through active public service and donations of land for town lots, a cemetery, and a female seminary.

(Texas Sesquicentennial 1836–1986)



	BONHAM (Fannin Co.)

	SH 78 to US 82; also at E 9th and Liscomb Dr.





Vicinity of Fort Inglish

Spot where settlement of town of Bonham began. On 1250 acre land grant of Texas Republic to Bailey Inglish (1797–1867) former Miller County, Ark., sheriff who led train of settlers by ox cart to this state in 1837.

Here they built a log stockade and block-house with gun ports in community defense. In a typical fight (1841), the Indians were repulsed but captured two young boys hunting cows near the fort. (The boys returned later.)

Called Bois d’Arc in 1840, town was renamed (1843) to honor Texas War for Independence hero, Col. James Butler Bonham (1807–1836).



	BONHAM (Fannin Co.)

	US 82 (Sam Rayburn Dr.) at Katy Blvd.





Site of Booker T. Washington School

According to local tradition, the Bonham Colored School began in a one-room structure in northwest Bonham in the early 1890s. Enrollment in the 4-teacher school grew from 40 pupils in 1904 to 216 in 1911. By 1920, the school offered 11 grades and was called Booker T. Washington. A new school complex, funded in part by the Rosenwald Foundation, was built on 10 acres here in 1928; Ray Seay served as principal. School expanded to 12 grades in 1940. Until 1966, when it closed due to school integration, the school served as a focal point for Bonham’s entire African American community.

(Sesquicentennial of Texas Statehood 1845–1995)



	BONHAM (Fannin Co.)

	SH 78 and FM 274, 17 mi. NW





Site of the Smith Plantation

Gideon Smith (b. 1815), a native of Alabama, moved to Fannin County in 1851 and purchased a 3,000-acre tract. He deeded half of the property to his brother John C. Smith, who joined him in 1855. Gideon Smith served one term in the Texas Legislature (1857–1858) and participated in the Civil War as a colonel in the Confederate Army. John Smith became a doctor and practiced medicine in the area. Both men were successful planters. Part of the plantation, one of the earliest in the area, has been continuously in production of grain and cattle since 1851.

(1980)



	BON WIER (Newton Co.)

	FM 1416, 5 mi. W





Francis Wilson

(1790–1867)

A central figure in the early days of Texas Methodism, Virginia native Francis Wilson was the son of a Scot-Irish immigrant and a native Marylander. After a brief period of military service in the War of 1812, he became a Methodist minister, preaching his first sermon on Dec. 25, 1815. He rode the circuits in West Virginia and Ohio until 1839, when he moved to the Republic of Texas over the objections of family, friends, and his bishop.

Stationed first at Shelby ville and then at San Augustine, Wilson traveled over all of East Texas, holding camp meetings and organizing churches. Noted for his lectures and stirring sermons, he was respected throughout the area. In 1846, Wilson was appointed as a delegate to the first convention of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. He was instrumental in the establishment of Wesleyan Male and Female College in San Augustine. In 1847, Wilson and his wife Elizabeth settled near Belgrade on the Sabine River.

Francis Wilson’s last official sermon was in 1851 as a missionary to the black communities on the Austin circuit. Shortly after, he retired in poor health to his home in Newton County, but continued to preach locally until 1864. He died three years later and is buried in the old Belgrade cemetery (2 mi. SE).

(1983)



	BOOKER (Lipscomb Co.)

	SH 15 at SH 23





Booker

Platted 1917 by Thomas C. Spearman, Santa Fe Railway official. Named for railroad locating engineer, B. F. Booker, town of La Kemp, Okla., (6 mi. North) moved here 1919. First train arrived July 4, 1919, official birthdate of Booker. Economy based on farming, cattle and (since 1956) oil and gas production.

(1969)



	BOOKER (Lipscomb Co.)

	SH 15 at SH 23





Route of

Jones and Plummer Trail

Established about 1874, when used by the freighting firm of Ed Jones and Joe Plummer to haul tons of buffalo hides from their general store in Lipscomb County to Dodge City, Kansas.

Also in its early days, this trail carried crucial supplies to Generals Nelson Miles and Philip Sheridan during their famous 1874 Indian campaign.

Materials for building Fort Elliott, at Mobeetie, also came over trail. The fort then became southern terminus for the route, Dodge City, Northern.

In its later years (until 1885), it became a cattle trail.

(1968)



	BORGER (Hutchison Co.)

	SH 136, 2.5 mi. W





The Marcy Trail

Captain R. B. Marcy was commissioned in 1849 by the Federal government to establish a less hazardous route with good water supply, on an even terrain, to be more direct from Fort Smith thru Santa Fe to the gold fields of California.

This historical marker was dedicated on the path by the Rotary Club of Borger, Texas, 19 June, 1956.



	BORGER (Hutchinson Co.)

	SH 136, 6 mi. N in roadside park





Bents Creek

(About 15 mi. E)

Named for Charles (1799–1847) and William Bent (1809–1869), famed for frontier trading with mountain men and “wild” Indians. As early as 1835 they came from their headquarters near present La Junta, Colo., to trade with the Kiowas and Comanches along the Canadian River, in this vicinity. They built at least three posts along the river and tributary creeks; most permanent post was Fort Adobe, built 1843–1844. In the ruins of this fort (NE of here) Kit Carson fought his last big Indian battle (1864), and buffalo hunters and Indians fought the battle of Adobe Walls in 1874.

(1971)



	BOVINA (Parmer Co.)

	US 60, 50ft. N near Sands Motel





Bovina (Elevation: 4070 ft.)

Early in the 20th century, this was one of largest cattle shipping points in the United States.

Originated as the Hay Hook line camp of the XIT—famed ranch that received over 3,000,000 acres of land in payment for building Texas State Capitol, 1882–1888. One of the earliest structures in Parmer County, division number eight headquarters of XIT, stood 400 yards northeast of site of this marker. The shipping pasture, 640 acres in area, was 1 mile east. The Pecos & Northern Texas Railroad built to this point in 1898, and cattle for eastern markets were loaded here. Train crews called the place “Bull Town,” but the community chose the name “Bovina” when establishing the post office in 1899.

This was the first post office in Parmer County, created 1876, named for Martin Parmer (1778–1850), patriot and signer of Texas Declaration of Independence. Although known to explorers early as 18th century, county had few inhabitants before 1907, when it was organized, with Bovina one of its leading towns.

By 1915, Bovina had 200 people, 2 churches, a bank, a school, and a hotel for prospective settlers.

It is now market and supply center for rich area of irrigated farms, and still produces fine cattle.

(1968)



	BOVINA (Parmer Co.)

	US 60, 5.5 mi. NE





Site of Parmerton (Elevation 4,202 Feet)

Founded as Parmer Switch on Pecos & Northern Texas Railroad in 1898. In 1906, became site of a model farm, using Campbell dry farming method, run by Capitol Freehold Land & Investment Co.

In 1907 Parmerton Townsite Co. bought 200 acres of the farm and laid out a town, which was designated first county seat that same year. A post office was soon established.

When, in late 1907, Farwell was elected new county seat, Parmerton’s citizens departed, taking homes and other buildings with them. Only the railroad switch marks the site today.
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