
        
            
                
            
        


		
			Advance Praise for Leading the Way to Victory

			“This exceptional book is a must-read! Mark does a brilliant job of capturing the rich history of the 60th Troop Carrier Group as the unit was born in the midst of World War II. He does an amazing job of telling the story through the selfless heroes who served, while capturing meticulous facts and intricate details along the way, making this book hard to put down. As a former Commander for the 60th Air Mobility Wing at Travis Air Force Base, I greatly appreciate the thoughtful way Mark highlights the legacy of valor attributed to this incredible unit as they valiantly fought in combat and helped win this war through impressive displays of airpower. There is indeed something special about the 60th and this book reveals that wonderful history with incredible people serving faithfully to defend freedom and our way of life. I am inspired by Mark’s work and proud to be a small part of the tradition of excellence in the mighty 60th. A special thanks to Mark for including the Roll of Honor highlighting the incredible bravery and selflessness displayed by eighty-eight Americans from the 60th Troop Carrier Group who gave their lives for us and the freedoms we enjoy today. These patriots truly were the greatest generation!”

			Lieutenant General James V. Vechery, (USAF-Ret)

			Former Commander, 60th Air Mobility Wing

			 

			“Mark Vlahos has drawn on his extensive knowledge of Troop Carrier operations in the Mediterranean Theater and his thorough research of original Group and Squadron sources to produce the definitive history of the 60th Troop Carrier Group. By no means a dry read, Mark’s writing style will engage the reader while, at the same time, providing unmatched details about this Group’s role in several significant missions during the Second World War.”

			Patricia A. Overman

			National Wing Commander, WWII Glider Pilot Committee

			 

			“Following on from his comprehensive history of the 314th TCG, Vlahos has turned his attention towards a relative unknown, and it will be well worth the wait. As one of the groundbreaking Troop Carrier units of the USAAF in WWII, the 60th TCG deserve many of the plaudits for their role in securing victory but having missed the ‘big show,’ get very few. Vlahos’ own career in the Air Force gives him such a keen appreciation for what the men of the various Troop Carrier Groups did, and you can tell this in his work. Meticulously researched, he is able to bring to life the experiences of the air crew and ground crew who made possible the Airborne operations the likes of which the world may never see again. This book fills a gaping void in the history of Troop Carrier Command, the unsung heroes that they were, and the pioneers of their art. It is not to be missed.”

			Adam G. R. Berry of England

			Co-author of A Breathtaking Spectacle: A Written and Pictorial History of IX Troop Carrier Command in England in World War II

			 

			“Students of WWII can choose from an abundance of books about paratroopers’ exploits, but very little serious analysis exists about the air crews who delivered them to battle. Mark Vlahos’ Leading the Way to Victory: A History of the 60th Troop Carrier Group 1940–1945 goes a long way to rectifying this gap in the historiography of airborne operations. Mark brings an insider’s knowledge of air operations to his writing and combines terrific attention to detail with great storytelling to produce a combat history worthy of the airmen who made that history. Mark Vlahos is fast becoming the dean of WWII Troop Carrier history.”

			Ben Powers

			Host of The Commander’s Voice podcast

			 

			“With excellent writing and remarkable research, the narrative in Leading the Way to Victory: A History of the 60th Troop Carrier Group 1940–1945 provides the most comprehensive chronicle of World War II’s first troop carrier group to deploy to Europe to answer German aggression. It is an admirable view of the American airmen and soldiers’ experiences, well leavened with the good, the bad, and the ugly events present in the fog of war. Complete with powerful battle scenes, Colonel Mark Vlahos does a wonderful job of describing major combat operations including the motivations and mindsets of the participants told from personal diary accounts. This is a story of firsts that will not disappoint: the first troop carrier group to deploy to England, the first combat airborne mission in US Army history, the longest airborne mission of WWII, the first combat aeromedical evacuation missions, and the first missions to tow gliders in combat! There has never been a book like this…a vehicle for anyone interested in troop carrier history of airmen of the Greatest Generation.”

			Colonel John Murphy, USAF (Ret)

			Former Tactical Airlift Squadron & Group Commander

			“A superbly well-researched new book by Troop Carrier historian Mark Vlahos telling the untold story of the 60th Troop Carrier Group and their part in the first American airborne operation of WW II–Operation Torch, the first US glider operation of the war, Operation Husky, and later on how the 60th Troop Carrier Group supported the secret allied war effort in the Balkans.”

			Richard Chancellor of England

			Troop Carrier Historian
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			Group and Squadron Patches of the 60th Troop Carrier Group.
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On the Cover

			The cover photo shows C-47A #41-7763 from the 28th Troop Carrier Squadron parked in front of the Rock of Gibraltar in 1942. Photo courtesy of National Archives Fold3.





Foreword

			As World War II unfolded in Europe during the late 1930s and early 1940s, U.S. military planners and senior staffs realized the nation’s airlift and airborne combat capability was underdeveloped and out of date. The U.S. Army Air Forces relied largely on civil airline equipment and personnel to launch the Air Transport Command’s intercontinental routes to overseas combat zones. A separate Troop Carrier Command, with transport groups and newly formed airborne divisions hammered out doctrinal concepts and tactical requirements for paratroop engagements. Constituted on November 20, 1940, with three assigned sister units, the 10th, 11th, and 12th Transport Squadrons, the 60th Transport Group (TG) was one of the first such groups in the fledging United States Army Air Corps (USAAC). Later, the 28th Transport Squadron was added to the group. The group was also later redesignated the 60th Troop Carrier Group (TCG) and the USAAC was redesignated the United States Army Air Forces (USAAF).

			During the spring of 1940, German forces invaded Denmark and Norway, using aerial assault units in a series of successful parachute and cargo airplane operations to seize key positions, and then relied on aerial resupply until more substantial forces joined up. U.S. military senior strategists took notice.

			German aerial units also attacked advanced strong points in their sweep through the Low Countries and into France. These actions involved parachutists as well as glider troops. U.S. military observers followed these operations even more keenly because the battles in Europe made it clear that airborne operations had become an integral factor of modern warfare.

			Then, in the spring of 1941, Germany’s aerial assault on the British island of Crete in the Mediterranean combined paratroops, gliders, and the use of air transports to carry the offensive completely. It was now obvious that the U.S. military appeared to lag seriously in this new art of warfare. During the summer of 1940, the U.S. Army had taken its first steps toward developing paratroop forces and planning for airborne assaults. It was a slow process with a steep learning curve, but Germany’s aerial invasion of Crete accelerated preparations for field exercises, which included airborne units scheduled for long-overdue, full-scale maneuvers. Conducted in Louisiana, these exercises revealed that the U.S. armed forces were unprepared for modern war.

			The December 7, 1941, surprise attack on Pearl Harbor thrust the United States into World War II. Just six months later in May 1942, flying new C-47 transport aircraft, the 60th TCG led the way as the first U.S. TCG to deploy to England and the European theater operations in World War II. The 60th TCG continued leading the way to victory. Taking off from England, the 60th TCG flew not only the first combat airborne mission in U.S. Army history—dropping U.S. paratroopers outside of Oran, North Africa—but also the longest airborne mission of the war. This drop spearheaded Operation Torch, the invasion of North Africa by taking key Axis airfields just inland from the amphibious landing zones. The 60th TCG would then go on to fly some of the first combat aeromedical evacuation missions and the first mission towing CG-4A “Waco” gliders in combat during Operation Husky, the invasion of Sicily. It was a “school of hard knocks,” paid for in blood, but many valuable lessons were learned as the new airborne, airland, aeromedical evacuation, and glider missions matured in World War II, and the 60th TCG played a major role in this process.

			The role of glider pilots and glider troops is often overlooked. Sixty-five hundred glider pilots served in U.S. units, a unique group who not only commanded aircraft but also fought as infantry after landing their gliders. Glider pilots often became the first airborne troops to step onto enemy-held soil, and they played a key role in preliminary assaults from Sicily to northern Europe to the Far East. These pilots also experienced some of the highest casualty rates in World War II. Glider pilots were an integral part of troop carrier squadrons in World War II.

			Despite operational shortcomings, these airborne assaults in North Africa and Italy paved the way for future massive aerial formations and paratroop drops as those for the Normandy Invasion and Operation Market Garden, and strategic efforts in the China-Burma-India Theater.

			Now told for the first time, the story of the 60th TCG is a landmark achievement in the field of World War II Troop Carrier, glider and airborne operations, and USAAF history. Meticulously researched, Colonel Mark “Plug” Vlahos’s Leading the Way to Victory: A History of the 60th Troop Carrier Group 1940–1945 is a must read for anybody interested in USAF Air Mobility Command history and will become a staple of World War II libraries.

			As a former deputy commander/director of operations for the 60th Troop Carrier Wing, I am honored to write the foreword for this book. The legacy and story of the 60th TCG continue today at Travis Air Force Base as part of the 60th Air Mobility Wing (AMW). Now flying the C-17A, C-5M, and KC-10 aircraft, the 60th AMW flies the same type of airborne and mobility missions birthed in World War II. General Dwight D. Eisenhower stated: “Four things won the Second World War—the bazooka, the jeep, the atom bomb, and the C-47 Gooney Bird.” The 60th TCG was one of those outfits that won World War II with the C-47. Thanks to Colonel Mark “Plug” Vlahos, the sacrifices and story of this group of men from the “Greatest Generation” are forever documented and will not be forgotten.

			—Colonel Bill Kehler, USAF-Ret

			President Troop Carrier/Tactical Airlift Association





Introduction

			Airpower: A New Capability

			The blitzkrieg attack on Poland by Germany and the surprise attack by the Japanese on Pearl Harbor proved the importance of airpower. Airpower totally changed the impact of nearly all the commonly understood principles of war as defined by Sun Tzu, Carl von Clausewitz, Antoine-Henri Jomini, and others. The elements of offensive, mass, economy of force, maneuver, and surprise took on a whole new meaning. Simply put, airpower added a new, third dimension to the battlefield in World War II. As airpower grew and expanded, it became necessary for various types of planes to be used and various new commands in the USAAF to be activated.

			The aspects of war involving weapons and modes of transportation changed at each stage of human and scientific development. In 1940, less than forty-five days after the formation of a test platoon, the first U.S. Army paratroopers jumped into history as the first American combat unit to parachute from an aircraft in flight. By the end of 1941, four combat units, the 501st, 502nd, 503rd, and 504th parachute battalions, along with the first glider battalion, were organized and activated. These battalions became regiments, and in August 1942 an infantry division, the 82nd, was split to become the training cadre for two full airborne divisions—the 82nd and 101st. That same month, the War Department published the Instructional Pamphlet for Airborne Operations, a 228-page manual that detailed “the planning and execution of the movement of an airborne force.” It is interesting that at this time the published War Department doctrine for airborne forces only emphasized air landing and not parachute operations, but this new idea would soon become reality, in WWII, when parachutes and gliders carried American troops to combat in Algeria, Sicily, Italy, France, Germany, and the Philippines.

			Much is already written on airborne operations in World War II. The development of the third dimension of the battlefield (in the air) did not always go smoothly, especially in troop carrier operations—when flying units deliver troops into battle either by parachute or glider. There were many setbacks and much controversy along the way.

			The 60th TCG played a huge role in the history and development of U.S. Army airborne operations but also experienced many setbacks. In 1943, after the Sicily operations, senior leaders in both the American and British armies wanted to cancel or severely restrict future airborne efforts. In the end, better planning between the Army and Navy, aircrew training, and perseverance prevailed, and the airborne concept is very much alive today.

			The individual airplane and its basic combat crew are, of course, the main elements in all aerial combat organizations, and with that basis the USAAF organization begins. Two or more airplanes may be organized for tactical purposes, into a flight. This means that they train, fly, and fight together. One of the planes is the flight leader, while its pilot, the flight commander, directs the operations of the entire flight. The flight, as a subdivision of the next larger unit, the squadron, simplifies the problem of control by the squadron commander, who would otherwise have to deal directly with a large number of airplanes. A flight normally consisted of four or more airplanes, which flew in pairs or in threes in combat. This tactic is known as “elements of the flight.”

			The smallest air force unit having both tactical and administrative duties is the squadron. Unlike the flight, it includes ground personnel whose duties are to administer the squadron and to furnish necessary ground service. When necessary, it can be stationed at an advanced base and operate on its own resources for a short period. The makeup of a squadron is determined by and tailored to the type of airplane it operates and the nature of the mission. Tests and experience determine the number of planes that should be grouped in one squadron for maximum efficiency in combat and what personnel, equipment, and supplies are required to keep the planes flying. Such determinations then become a prescribed standard. These standards are published in tables of organization (T/Os), which state the number of personnel in each specialty and in each rank, and in tables of equipment (T/Es), which authorize equipment by type and quantity for each kind of squadron.1 The squadron has a commanding officer and a staff of subordinate officers to assist in planning and carrying out the squadron’s mission. The squadron staff’s activities normally fall into four basic divisions:

			1.The Tactical Division. Includes operations and intelligence sections and all the aircrews. The operations officer normally acts as the squadron commander’s chief assistant. He directs the training for all the aircrews and prepares detailed plans for all missions. The intelligence officer collects and provides information relative to the enemy, the war situation, targets (drop zones), etc. The operations officer is normally assisted by a communications officer, an oxygen officer, and other specialists.

			2.The Administrative Division. Handles all the office work required for squadron administration and such housekeeping activities as squadron supply, transportation, and mess. It is headed by the squadron executive officer and includes the squadron adjutant.

			3.The Service Division. Consists of chemical, medical, and ordnance services and includes the squadron flight surgeon (doctor) and the squadron ordnance officer.

			4.The Technical Division. Responsible for all ground maintenance and servicing of airplanes and equipment. It normally handles the supply of aircraft equipment and parts. This division is headed by the squadron engineering officer. It may also include armament, communications, and photographic sections.2

			The service and repair personnel in a squadron are organized into ground crews, each of which is normally responsible for the service and maintenance of a particular plane. Ground crews consist of aircraft mechanics and specialists in propellers, instruments, armor, engines, and so forth. Each ground crew is supervised by a crew chief, and the crew chiefs are supervised by a line chief—a master sergeant.

			The personnel of each squadron are divided into an Air Echelon and a Ground Echelon. The Air Echelon may fly when the squadron moves from one station to another. It includes the squadron commander, the aircrews, the engineering officer, the flight surgeon, key ground mechanics, and specialists. The Ground Echelon, which includes the rest of the squadron, travels by boat, rail, or truck—normally outlined in a movement order.

			The next organizational level above the squadron is the group. This usually consists of from two to four combat squadrons and a group headquarters. A group is both tactical, in that it provides a grouping of aircraft to perform combat missions together, and administrative, in that it forms the nucleus of administrative services for its assigned squadrons. All squadrons in a particular group fly the same type of planes; groups, like squadrons, are referred to by the type of plane—thus the 60th was initially a transport group. When an entire group is stationed at one large airbase, the ground personnel of the various squadrons may be pooled to provide consolidated maintenance, mess, transportation, personnel, and other services. However, squadrons are sometimes stationed at separate bases and must function on their own. All squadrons of a group train together, and the group usually moves or fights as a unit. The group was the vital organization in combat operations and the basic yardstick in USAAF war planning during World War II.3 Normally, two or more groups constituted a wing.

			Driven by an urgent need for fighters and bombers and influenced by a belief that transports could always be bought “off the shelf,” the USAAF placed almost no new orders for such aircraft in 1939 or in the first half of 1940. In June 1940, this policy changed abruptly, and by the middle of 1942, 11,802 medium transports were on order.4 It was not possible to buy thousands of transport planes as thought, however. Exactly 5 were delivered in the last half of 1940, and only 133 were delivered in 1941. In September 1941, the first C-47As were delivered to the USAAF, thus making obsolete for airborne operations all types of aircraft previously procured. None of these previously procured aircraft were ever used on an airborne mission. The C-47A “Skytrain” and its close relative, the C-53D “Skytrooper,” took over the troop carrier mission completely. (See Appendix 1 for differences between a C-47A and a C-53D.) Except for the 313th TCG flying the C-46 “Commando” during Operation Varsity (March 24, 1945), no other American aircraft dropped paratroops or towed gliders into hostile territory in the ETO in World War II. In the Royal Air Force (RAF), British bombers towed gliders and dropped paratroops; the British produced no aircraft suitable for paratroop operations, however. Thus, the British relied on the C-47A also and called it the “Dakota.”

			The C-47A was very popular with both pilots and paratroops alike, and its popularity was well deserved. By later standards it was small, but it held twice as much as its predecessors. For paratroop missions it carried a normal payload of 2.5 to 3 tons or fourteen to eighteen troops. It also performed extremely well in emergency medical airlift missions, with enough room to hold twenty-four stretcher patients and three medical attendants. The largest weapon it could carry for a paratroop mission was the 75mm pack howitzer, which became the principle artillery of American Airborne Divisions. The C-47A could take off fully loaded from a dirt strip less than three thousand feet long. With extra fuel tanks it had a maximum range of 1,500 miles. Normal cruise speed was 150 miles per hour and drop airspeed for paratroops was 110 miles per hour. The plane was rugged and could fly for 100 miles on one engine. Critical to Allied victory in Asia and the Pacific, the C-47A enabled Allied forces to match the mobility of the island-hopping Japanese army, particularly in the Burma Campaign. As a testament to its ruggedness and versatility, the C-47A “Skytrain” is still in use around the globe as a military and civilian transport.
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			C-47 in Flight.

			[Photo from Author’s Collection]

			The C-47A had no protective armor for crewmen. Only in models produced later did it have leakproof fuel tanks. The only protection for crew members flying combat missions was a steel helmet and a flak vest. Sometimes, crew members would sit on the flak suit because the plane was extremely vulnerable to antiaircraft fire while flying low over enemy lines, and even more so after slowdown to drop airspeed. While carrying paratroopers or towing gliders into combat, the aircraft rarely flew over fifteen hundred feet above the ground. Despite its vulnerability, it proved very successful for an aircraft that lacked protective armor.

			In contrast to most of the other developments in warfare, there was no precedent for the combat glider. Prior to World War II no one had ever flown a glider into action. Combat gliders were a unique feature of that war and almost certainly will never be used again. Gliders have since been replaced by helicopters that carry soldiers and equipment directly to their objective—a combat tactic that was developed and refined in the Vietnam War.

			The history of gliders spans only about a dozen years or so, a brief but critical time when no other means existed for the airborne delivery of combat-ready soldiers and equipment directly to the battlefield. Gliders filled this void and delivered heavy firepower and equipment that lightly armed paratroopers needed to engage heavy forces. In World War II, combat gliders delivered light artillery pieces, jeeps, radio equipment, and medical supplies. Ideally, the combat glider appeared to be a solution to a problem that had long vexed military commanders. However, the magnitude of the risk to the soldiers, or “glidermen” as they were called, being transported into combat was never fully comprehended by some who had the authority to issue orders for their use.

			Glider attacks were aboard fragile, wooden, or fabric-covered, armor-less, and engineless aircraft that were vulnerable to the battering of strong winds. Gliders would soar low over enemy strongholds becoming easy targets for antiaircraft and small-arms fire. They would complete their one-way flight by crashing into heavily defended enemy territory. The use of gliders in combat was so limited that only a few years earlier, many considered them to be a secret weapon. With so little history and training time available, their strengths and weaknesses were still being learned while major combat operations were planned. In wartime, combat commanders accept risk, and inserting a combat glider assault in an operation certainly was a huge one.

			The mainstay of the American glidermen of World War II was the CG-4A “Waco” glider. In comparison to the British Airspeed “Horsa” glider made of plywood, the Waco was smaller and easier to fly and maintain. Forty-eight feet long, with a wingspan of 83.6 feet, the Waco was designed to carry thirteen fully equipped combat-ready glidermen or a 75mm howitzer with its crew, or a jeep with its crew. The Waco was a good cargo carrier, but because of its smaller size, it could not carry both a howitzer and a jeep, which was needed to make it mobile. The square fuselage of the Waco was made of tubular steel covered with nothing but fabric. The floor was a plywood honeycomb design, and the wings and tail were constructed of wood and fabric. A total of 13,900 CG-4As were built by sixteen different companies, of which approximately 8,500 were delivered to various theaters in World War II. The aircraft designated to tow the Waco into combat was the C-47A.

			Early in the war, the necessity for the fast movement of supplies, troops, equipment, and wounded was recognized. To meet this necessity, the Troop Carrier Command was born. The newest command in the USAAF was created by Gen. Henry H. Arnold, chief of the Army Air Forces on April 30, 1942. Originally established as the Air Transport Command, the new command was redesignated as 1st Troop Carrier Command on June 20, 1942, with its headquarters at Stout Field, Indianapolis, Indiana.5 With this new name change, the names of all subordinate units were changed from “Transport” to “Troop Carrier.” The command assumed a stateside training role overseeing training of all troop carrier, glider and medical air evacuation units, and crews in addition to joint training with Army ground forces of Airborne units. As flight and ground training began in earnest, more and more bases were added in an incredibly short time. Thousands of pilots, navigators, radio operators, crew chiefs, flight nurses, and glider pilots were trained by 1st Troop Carrier Command and then sent forward to help build and sustain new and existing troop carrier squadrons and medical air evacuation transport squadrons. As part of its expansion after the United States entered the war, the USAAF decided to double its transport units during 1942. Six more groups were authorized, and each group was authorized three troop carrier squadrons with a total of thirty-five planes assigned. This was later increased to four squadrons and fifty-two aircraft assigned.6

			Later, War Department Circular No. 113, October 9, 1943 noted that troop carrier forces were units especially organized, trained and equipped to transport airborne troops and supplies into combat. Troop carrier units operated in all theaters of World War II—in Europe, the Mediterranean, the South Pacific, and India-China.
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			CG-4A “Waco” Glider.

			[Photo Courtesy of F/O Don D. Fritz Collection]

			The T/Os of each troop carrier squadron enabled it to operate as an independent unit. There was a commanding officer, an adjutant, a plans and training officer, as well as personnel and classification departments. Troop Carrier squadrons had their own intelligence, medical, engineering, operations, communications, transportation, quartermaster and technical, supply and mess facilities. The aircrews went on many important missions, but they could not go anywhere without the knowledge, skill, and camaraderie of the men who maintained the airplanes and kept them flying. Nor could the aircrews set off without the assistance of the control tower, the weathermen, the intelligence officer, and the host of clerks who supported these functions at both the squadron and group levels. All the flying activity also depended on the men who provided the meals for all the others. The men of the Ground Echelon never experienced the excitement of the aircrews, but these men were essential to the well-being and morale of each troop carrier squadron. Though never fully recognized, their unsung work made combat operations possible.





Chapter 1

			December 1940: The Birth of the Group

			As constituted on November 20, 1940, and activated on December 1, 1940, per General Order No. 37, HQ 3rd Corps Area dated November 28, 1940, and Special Order No. 260, HQ Middletown Air Depot, dated November 29, 1940, the 60th Transport Group was one of the first and oldest transport groups in the United States Army Air Corps (USAAC). This was still a full year before the Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor and the U.S. entrance into World War II.

			Under the command of Maj. Samuel C. Eaton, the 60th Transport Group (60th TG) was formed at Olmstead Field, Middletown, Pennsylvania, by transferring men in from the original 2nd and 6th Transport Squadrons of the 10th TG.7 First Lieutenant Sterling G. Harvey was assigned and assumed command of the headquarters squadron, 60th TG. Within a few days, the 10th, 11th, and 12th Transport Squadrons were activated; these three transport squadrons were constituted on June 1, 1938, but sat waiting for activation and funding authorization.

			Additional manpower was then sourced from volunteer enlistees and transferred in from other units; eventually, in the spring of 1942, the draft began to fill out these new units. It was a slow process in a country that was not yet mobilized for war. These three “sister” squadrons would grow together and eventually serve side by side for the entire war.
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			Cartoon of the Birth of the 12th Transport Squadron by Corporal John J. Donovan. [Photo from 12th Troop Carrier Squadron History in Cartoons, U.S. National Archives]

			On January 9, 1941, per Special Order No. 1, HQ 60th TG, 1st Lt. Sterling G. Harvey was detailed as the 60th TCG operations officer (S-3); three weeks later, effective February 1, 1941, he was appointed to the temporary grade of captain.8 On January 23, 1941, the 10th and 12th Transport Squadrons were assigned to the 60th TG. At this time, 2nd Lt. Vincent E. Broidy commanded the 60th TG HQ Squadron, 1st Lt. Thomas P. Rafferty commanded the 10th TS, and 1st Lt. Arthur L. Logan commanded the 12th TS. On February 1, 1941, a large number of officers and enlisted men arrived at Olmstead Field for the 60th TG and were assigned to various squadrons in the group. Technical Sergeant Stunk arrived and assumed the duties of the group headquarters squadron. First Sergeant Arthur L. Logan, now a captain, welcomed the first group of sixty-seven enlisted men assigned to the 12th TS.9 Throughout the spring, a huge influx of personnel continued to flow into the headquarters and the three squadrons, with a few men flowing outbound as other new Army Air Force units were formed. By the end of March 1941, the 10th TS had one officer and seventy-one enlisteds, the 11th TS had one officer and eighty enlisted, and the 12th TS, one officer and sixty-seven enlisted men assigned.

			On May 16, 1941, Samuel C. Eaton, now a lieutenant colonel, was relieved of command of the 60th TG and assigned to post headquarters as the post operations officer.10 The next day, Captain Logan passed on command of the 12th TS to 1st Lt. Gregory Keenan and then assumed command of the 60th TG. Three days later on May 20, 1941, per Special Order No. 87, HQ Olmstead Field, the 60th TG headquarters staff, headquarters squadron, and the 10th TS were directed to relocate from Olmstead Field, Pennsylvania, to Westover Field, Massachusetts.11 Also per the same Special Order No. 30, the 12th Transport Squadron was transferred from Olmstead Field, Pennsylvania, to Mitchel Field, Long Island, New York. At this time, the 60th TG and the three squadrons still did not have any aircraft assigned. At 0400, a motor convoy under the command of 1st Lt. Elmer L. Kincaid Jr. with 60th TG Headquarters Squadron, the 10th TS and 12th TS departed Olmstead Field and arrived at Mitchel Field, New York, the new home of the 12th TS at 1330. Men who owned their own private vehicles were allowed to drive them. The remainder of the convoy proceeded to Westover Field the next day. On May 21, 1941, the motor convoy departed Mitchel Field at 0700 and arrived at Westover Field at 1410. The 60th TG would remain at Westover Field for approximately one year.

			Westover Field was created by a war-readiness appropriation signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1939 and opened on April 6, 1940. Located a few miles north of Springfield and just outside of the town of Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts, the field would play a major role during World War II. The field was assigned to the United States Army Corps Northeast Air District. Later, as part of the First Air Force Bomber Command and Army Air Forces Anti-Submarine Command, Westover was a base for anti-submarine operations against German U-boats in the early years of World War II.12 Westover Field continued to serve as a bomber training base and port of embarkation/debarkation during World War II.

			Established in 1918 as Hazelhurst Aviation Field #2, the New York facility was renamed later that year as Mitchel Field in honor of former New York City mayor John Purroy Mitchel, who was killed while training for the Air Service in Louisiana. Rich in aviation history, Mitchel Field became a major training and staging base for bombers in World War II.

			On June 12, 1941, Robert Miley, with a group of men at Patterson Army Airfield, Ohio, uttered the words, “I will,” and enlisted in the USAAC. Growing up in Marion, Ohio, Robert listened to radio broadcasts about Germany’s invasion of Poland and France and knew it was only a matter of time before the United States would become involved. Like all men his age, he fulfilled his citizenship duties and registered for the draft. Classified as “1-A” (which means a fellow is just about perfect) and knowing his number would come up soon, he decided to enlist so he could have a choice of service. Robert had already met with USAAC recruiters and taken his required tests; he wanted to be around airplanes. A clerk then handed him a piece of paper with the words “Eleventh Transport Squadron, Sixtieth Transport Group” and told him to walk down the street until he saw the sign to their building and report to the orderly room. Just like that, Pvt. Robert L. Miley was enlisted and assigned to the squadron he would serve with for the next three years.13 At Patterson Army Airfield, Private Miley learned the basics of being a GI (a soldier), close-order drill, marching, shooting weapons, kitchen police (KP) duty, how to use a gas mask, and the importance of reading the squadron bulletin board every day, all under the watchful eye of the 11th TS commanding officer, 2nd Lt. Leonard T. Geyer, and 1st Sgt. Marshall L. Dorgan.

			On July 3, 1941, the 11th TS transferred to Selfridge Field, Michigan. All the men traveled by military convoy or private vehicle if one was owned.14 While at Selfridge the squadron received their first aircraft to provide training for the mechanics and aviators.
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			1941 Photograph of Hangars at Westover Field, Massachusetts.

			[Photo Courtesy of Ledger Dispatch]

			Corporal Donald B. Hardwick was one of the new enlisted men who joined the 10th Transport Squadron at Westover Field. Don’s Army career started when he enlisted on December 9, 1940. He was sent to the New England Aircraft School, where he earned his aircraft mechanics rating. Given a shortage of aircraft, enlisted men were kept busy at Westover Field with fatigue details, close-order drill, and truck convoy discipline. As an aircraft mechanic with no aircraft to work on, Corporal Hardwick befriended the radio operators in the squadron and learned Morse code with the hope of becoming a flying radio operator (RO).15 At this point, many of the enlisted men, new to the Army and the Air Corps, were not sure where they would fit in the squadron and group structure; soon they would all find out. On June 20, 1941, the USAAC was renamed the United States Army Air Forces (USAAF).

			On July 2, 1941, per Special Order No. 39, 2nd Lt. Robert B. Cox was appointed the 60th TG adjutant.16 The adjutant publishes the official orders of the unit, is responsible for supervising clerks and other administrative personnel, submits reports to higher headquarters, handles official correspondence, and maintains unit records.

			Captain Arthur L. Logan’s time in command of the 60th Transport Group came to a close on July 12, 1941, when he was reassigned to Panama. First Lieutenant Thomas P. Rafferty (10th TS) then assumed command for a week until Lt. Col. Russell L. Maughan arrived on July 28 and assumed command of the group.17 More importantly, about this time all three squadrons in the 60th Transport Group received their first aircraft. On August 5, 1941, the 12th TS received a C-52B aircraft #41-7708 (a variant of the DC-3/C-47) for training and operational use at Mitchel Field.18 Originally ordered by United Airlines as a DC-3A, this aircraft was redirected on the assembly line to go to the USAAF.19 Early records show the first aircraft assigned to the 60th TG included C-52B aircraft #41-7701, #41-7706, #41-7707, #41-7708, and #41-7714. Also in August, all squadrons in the 60th TG began receiving their first enlisted draftees.

			And Corporal Hardwick finally got his chance to become a radio operator when the 10th TS was short a man for a trip to Salt Lake City, Utah. Massachusetts to Utah made for a nice, long training trip, and this aircraft mechanic, who loved to fly, was now christened a new RO.

			He became the permanent RO on 10th TS nose #10, C-47A aircraft #41-17805. The original crew of 10th TS nose #10 was Capt. Robert A. Barrere, pilot (P); 2nd Lt. Raymond A. Runzel, copilot (CP); 2nd Lt. Harold L. Kenner, navigator (NAV); S. Sgt. John S. Cheslock, crew chief (CC); and now Sgt. Donald B. Hardwick, (RO).20 This crew would eventually deploy overseas together and fly the first American combat airborne mission of the war.

			On October 31, 1941, Special Order No. 235 HQ Westover Field dated October 21, 1941, assigned the first eight medical enlisted to the 60th TG in a transfer from the station hospital.

			On November 15, Capt. Gordon E. Menzies, Medical Corps, and 1st Lt. Theodore D. Spivack, Dental Corps, were assigned to Headquarters, 60th TG. On December 11, Maj. Newton C. Spencer, Medical Corps, relieved Capt. Gordon E. Menzies as the group surgeon, and Captain Menzies was then assigned to the 10th TS as the squadron surgeon. First Lieutenant Vincent A. Spinelli was the 12th TS surgeon.21 Total strength of the 60th TG at this time was 23 officers and 414 enlisted men.
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			10th TS C-52B Aircraft #41-17706. Assigned to the 60th TG in 1941.

			[Photo Courtesy of The Rudy Arnold Collection, National Air and Space Museum]

			While stationed at Selfridge Field on December 7, 1941, Pvt. Robert L. Miley and the rest of the men of the 11th TS heard the news of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. The next day, at Mitchel Field, 2nd Lt. Gordon L. Edris assumed command of the 12th TS from 1st Lt. Gregory F. Keenan. A few days later at morning roll call the two squadrons learned they would relocate to Westover Field, Massachusetts, with an in-place date of on or about December 20, 1941. On December 12, 1941, the 12th TS departed Mitchel Field for Westover Field to join the 60th TG.

			Christmas of 1941 found the foundation 60th TG in place to build a full-fledged flying combat unit. The 10th, 11th, and 12th Transport Squadrons would forge a team and stay with the 60th TG until the war was over in 1945. Each squadron now numbered around 160 men—officers and enlisted—and three aircraft (a mix of C-52B and C-47As) assigned for mechanics and aircrews to fly and train on. New aircraft would continue to trickle in as they came off the assembly lines. In addition to the aircraft tail number, each 60th TG aircraft was also given a squadron nose number, which was painted near the nose of the aircraft in yellow paint.

			In his memoir, Pvt. Robert L. Miley, 11th TS, described his feelings as his country prepared for war overseas. Coming from the heartland of America, his words were echoed a thousand times over across the country as America transformed into a country at war and men assimilated into the Army and Navy:

			I didn’t expect things to happen as quickly as they have, for I have been in the service for only a little over six months and already our unit is practically on its way to a third air base! Of course, the attack on Pearl Harbor was unexpected and the declaration of war on Germany and Italy was not expected—although some felt was inevitable, and all of these events have made many changes in a good many plans. Most of us (rookies) are assigned to the detail of helping load the trucks with squadron supplies in readiness for our move. It’s a lot of work to load everything on the trucks, but it still doesn’t seem like we have very much equipment for the size of our squadron. I am beginning to understand that many things are base supplies and we only need to move those things that are squadron property. I have a feeling this thing has been worked out pretty well by the army in the years it has existed. I do notice we have more gear than we moved from Patterson Field so we must be acquiring more equipment as time goes by. Loading trucks does give us something other than marching and drilling to do, so it is a welcome diversion.

			There is a feeling of adventure in the air because we are finally on our way to do something. The fact that we are already making our second move in such a short time gives us a feeling that we are included in some sort of planning. Of course, the fact that war has been declared is in the back of our minds. I do not see any sense of fear, although it may present in some of the fellows’ minds, but mostly I notice, and even feel myself, an inward forward look to adventure. None of us have the slightest idea of war—how it might really be—and it is very far away, so fear has not become a part of our makeup.22

			Second Lieutenant Edison D. Heins transferred into the 11th TS on December 18, 1941, from the 31st Pursuit Group. Born on March 7, 1918, in Jackson, Michigan, Edison enlisted in the USAAC as an aviation cadet and then attended primary and advanced flying training in San Antonio. He graduated from advanced flying training in class 41-E at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, on July 11, 1941, with the rating of pilot and a commission as a second lieutenant in the USAAC Reserve. Edison would remain with the 60th TG throughout the entire North African Campaign until July 1943.
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			Captain Edison D. Heins, 11th TCS.

			[Photo Courtesy of Mr. Andy Heins]

			For the men of the 60th TG, the prewar carefree days were over. The truth stuck home when the men heard that all Christmas and New Year’s furloughs were cancelled. Passes were limited to thirty-six hours, and only 20 percent of each squadron could be absent at any one time. But despite these restrictions the men became well known in the towns adjoining the field. The Wonder Bar and Hotel Worthy in Springfield and the Roger Smith in Holyoke were the fun spots that the men of the 60th TG helped to make more fun. Christmas and New Year were dreary times for most of the men, but a few of the luckier ones managed to secure thirty-six-hour passes. Sitting in the barracks on New Year’s Eve, the men thought of their families and loved ones near and far away.

			To start the new year out, on January 1, 1942, 1st Lt. Thomas P. Rafferty was appointed to captain and on January 5, Lt. Col. Russell L. Maughan, CO of the 60th TG, was promoted to colonel.23 Special Order No. 5 relieved Maj. Newton C. Spencer as the 60th TG surgeon and named Capt. Gordon C. Menzies, 10th TS, as the new group surgeon. Captain Ben L. Pentecost was then assigned to the 10th TS to lead the squadron medical section; all these moves were effective January 21, 1942. A few days later, Capt. William C. Dorbritz arrived and was assigned the group S-1 position relieving 1st Lt. Elmer L. Kincaid Jr. effective January 26, 1942.

			The first four months of 1942 were repetitive and dull for the enlisted men not assigned to aircrews in the 60th TG. Each squadron had only three aircraft assigned, and they were out cross-country a lot, so the men were kept busy landscaping the areas around the group hangar and barracks. The barracks were located about one-half mile from the main hangar, and the men marched back and forth to work and training classes held in the hangar. In addition to this work, a comprehensive training program was adopted by the 60th TG. Each squadron was required to provide a comprehensive report of the training accomplished, including infantry drill, military courtesy, first-aid, and so forth. Several enlisted men from each squadron earned the rating of air mechanic and were appointed to fly as crew chiefs on the C-47s. Total strength of the 60th TG was 41 officers and 599 enlisted men on February 28, 1942.

			On March 2, 1942, 1st Lt. Owen G. Birtwistle was relieved of duty in the 10th TS and assumed duties as group adjutant, replacing Lt. Robert B. Cox who became the 60th group executive officer (XO). Four days later, Capt. William C. Dorbritz, 1st Lt. Vincent E. Broidy, Second Lieutenant Berney, and thirty-six enlisted men from the 60th TG Headquarters squadron were relieved of assignment and transferred to the First Ferry Group, Air Corps Ferrying Command, Pope Field, North Carolina, per Special Order No. 56, HQ Westover Field. Additionally, one officer and seventy-eight enlisted men from the 12th TS were transferred to Pope Field as well. These men were tapped to form the nucleus of a new group that would be deployed to India.24

			Many friendships had been forged, so this was a sad time. Some scrambled to be deployed; others tried to get out of leaving. The arrival of a new group of replacements right out of basic training did not do much to relieve the gloom. Second Lieutenant Leonard W. Palmer from the 12th TS replaced Lieutenant Broidy commanding the 60th TG Squadron, and 1st Lt. Elmer L. Kincaid Jr. again assumed his former job as the group S-1. A week later, Capt. Thomas P. Rafferty was also transferred to the First Ferry Group at Pope Field, North Carolina. On March 28, 1st Lt. Owen G. Birtwistle, 60th TG adjutant, was promoted to captain.
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			A Group of Men from the 60th TCG Pose at Westover Field, Massachusetts, March 1942. [Photo Courtesy of Mr. Andy Heins]

			Shortly after arriving at Westover Field, Pvt. Robert L. Miley, 11th TS described the 60th TG receiving their airplanes:

			It is evident that something is about to break because we are beginning to receive our airplanes! There is quite a lot of excitement among the men as more and more of the olive drab colored planes are flown in and we are told they belong to the Sixtieth Group. These planes are called C-47s, as far as the army, or Air Corps is concerned. Actually, they are Douglas DC-3s, i.e. Douglas Cargo, model 3, and thus have been in use for some time by commercial airlines. Ours are modified, having aluminum benches on either side of the fuselage, dished out at intervals to form about fourteen seats on a side. The small door is also replaced with a combination door which can be partially opened to form a narrow entry or exit for personnel, or it can be opened completely to admit a jeep, or I suppose a small cannon or other piece of artillery. I’ve never seen a cannon up close, or any other artillery, so I’m pretty well guessing at this! These planes do not have the bright shiny look of those the airlines use with their flashy paint trimming, but they are the same aircraft that been proven so satisfactory with the airlines.25

			On April 1, 1942, 1st Lts. Robert B. Cox and William H. McWhorter, 60th TG operations officer (S-3), were appointed captains, and 2nd Lt. Leonard W. Palmer was promoted to first lieutenant. Lieutenant Colonel Russell L. Maughan commanded the 60th TG until he was relieved on April 6, 1942, by Capt. Willard B. Atwell, who held down the CO slot for just over a week.

			Lieutenant Colonel Andrew Jackson Kerwin (A. J. K.) Malone assumed command on April 15, 1942, per Special Order No. 77, HQ AAF, Washington, D.C., dated March 30, 1942.26 Lieutenant Colonel Malone instilled a military attitude by scheduling weekly parades, reviews, and long hikes to get the men in shape for overseas duty. The men were now issued their own gas masks, forty-five caliber automatic pistols, pistol belts, holsters, ammunition, bayonets, mess kits, and M1903 Springfield rifles. Regular barracks inspections become the norm as well. On April 18, Capt. William H. McWhorter received orders to report to Bolling Field, Washington, D.C.; 1st Lt. Gail L. Noble then became the group S-3.

			Now a sergeant working in the 60th TG operations (S-3) section, Robert L. Miley was known for his drawing and artistic talent. He often drew pictures on the envelopes of other men’s letters to send home—at their request. Lieutenant Colonel Malone became aware of Miley’s talents and tasked him to design a new 60th TG emblem. Not long afterward, Sergeant Miley was summoned to the colonel’s office again. Miley was worried that he did not have an emblem ready to show the colonel, but Lieutenant Colonel Malone had another task in mind:

			The first sergeant informs me that Col. Malone wishes to see me again and this causes me to be a little frightened. I have not yet finished any of the designs for the group insignia. I have made a few sketches, but nothing I would care to hand to him for viewing. On the way to headquarters building I try to think up some logical excuse and decide the best thing to do is tell him the truth—that I’ve made a few preliminary sketches, but I’m still researching for the best rendition. I hesitatingly enter the building and walk into the office of Sergeant Oleski, the sergeant major. In a very military fashion, as before, he shows me into Col. Malone’s office. Here I salute upon entering, and the colonel returns it rapidly.

			“Sergeant,“ he begins, motioning me to a chair, “Everything is all messed up! I can’t get those jokers in Washington to move. They have everything all bottled up and I’m getting frustrated!” I’m not sure that I’m glad that he’s frustrated, but I am relieved it isn’t with me.

			“We’ve got everything we need now to get over there and help fight this war, but they’re just letting us sit here and do nothing. Those boneheads in Washington can’t seem to get things moving at all.” If there ever was any doubt in my mind about the Colonels [sic] desires, it is certainly gone now, for getting into the war is uppermost in his mind.

			“Sergeant,” he says, “I get into Washington pretty often these days and I want you to do something for me. I want you paint the word ‘SNAFU’ on the nose of my plane so those fellows in Washington can see how I feel about things.” The letters S.N.A.F.U. stand for SITUATION NORMAL—ALL FOULED UP, and it has become a popular expression among the GI’s and officers.

			“Can you do that for me sergeant?”

			“Yes, Sir!” which, in my opinion is the only answer I would dare give him! After all, I had painted signs for quite a while, and this would be no difficult undertaking. Besides, I would love to paint something on a real airplane in place of a model.

			The colonel continues, “I want each letter to be different so that the word will be ‘all fouled up’ too, understand? Mix up old English, Roman, upper and lower case letters so that the whole thing looks like what it means. Paint it on both sides of the plane, right on the nose, and big enough so it can easily be read.” The colonel is surely intent on telling everybody how he feels about our situation. “Get on that as soon as you can sergeant. The sergeant major will see that you have everything you need to do the job.”27

			Sergeant Miley very quickly realized that when one is working for the commanding officer, it is possible and quite easy to get everything necessary to do the job! Paint of all colors, brushes of all sizes, and a high scaffold platform were quickly procured and available for his use. He continued:

			Boldly the letters “SNAFU” begin to take their colorful shape on the nose of the colonel’s drab C-47. As the colonel requested, I letter an Old English “S”, a lower case “n” and an “a” is script—mixing them up as to shape and color until I have, what I believe, the colonel wants. I do not put my name or initials under this bit of work for I wouldn’t want anyone to know I had done a job in this fashion! No one who knows anything about lettering would sign a name to a piece of work such as this. I complete both sides of the airplane and inform the sergeant major that it is ready for the colonel’s inspection. There is a feeling of relief, satisfaction, and perhaps a small amount of pride when the colonel grins and tells me it is exactly what he wanted. He is very pleased with the job, and I feel proud—because I have just painted a name on the nose of an Army Air Corps airplane!28

			As the squadrons received new aircraft, names were painted at either the request of the pilot or the crew chief. Crew chiefs are assigned to each aircraft and soon get to know their aircraft well because they maintain them and are always with them in flight regardless of which pilots may be flying the plane. (Early in the war most squadrons, including the four flying squadrons in the 60th TG, assigned pilots and crews to each aircraft. This practice was kept up through 1944 as much as possible. Later in the war, pilots and crews flew whatever aircraft was available the day of the mission.) Aircrews in all three squadrons now began flying cross-country and even low-level missions to practice evading enemy radar. The purpose was to fly so low that enemy radar couldn’t pick up the aircraft until the target was reached.
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			Sketch of Lieutenant Colonel Malone’s “SNAFU” Nose Art by Robert L. Miley.

			[Sketch Courtesy of U.S. National Archives from But Never a Soldier]

			On January 19, 1942, the 28th TS was constituted, and shortly thereafter, per General Order No. 9, HQ Air Force Combat Command and General Order No. 3 HQ Daniel Field, Augusta, Georgia, it was activated on February 1, 1942. On this day, Master Sergeant Bolch and First Sergeant Day plus thirty enlisted men were transferred from the 13th TS, Drew Field, Florida, to Augusta, Georgia, to form the 28th TS.29 On February 16, 1942, 1st Lt. John E. Miller assumed temporary command until March 3, 1942, when 1st Lt. Robert O. Johnson arrived and relieved him of command. One of four original squadrons assigned to the 89th TG to provide transition training for transport pilots, the 28th TS transferred to the 60th TCG and arrived at Westover Field on April 19, 1942.30 The next day, Capt. James E. Scoggins arrived and assumed command of the 28th TS, with First Sergeant Meyer by his side. The 28th TS also started receiving pilots and navigators; during the next week 1st Lts. John W. Oberdorf, Harry N. Tower, Billy K. Tate, Lefflin, Long, Wright J. Sherrard, John C. Watson, Donald C. Bradley, and Frederick H. Sherwood; 2nd Lts. Hart W. Aldrich, Pauls, Sears, James E. Bevins, Ethel B. Cutrell, Thomas E. Bowers, White, Kenneth J. McCormick, Chartier, James E. Murchison, Robert J. Cristina, Morris, Kellams, Cavin, Martinson, Seymour J. Ponemone, Wilkenfield, and Rose arrived and were assigned.31 At this time, the 60th TG already had deployment orders to prepare their First Ground Echelon for overseas duty.

			About April 15, 1942, the 60th TG transferred from First Air Force to Eighth Air Force as part of Operation Bolero, the initial buildup of American forces in England to support a planned cross-channel invasion in mid-1943. The cross-channel invasion was delayed until June 6, 1944; now known as D-Day. The 60th TG now began preparations to go overseas, and passes were limited to the evenings only. A few weeks later the men were restricted to the base.

			May 1942 was a very busy month for the 60th TG. Aircraft from the group began missions flying passengers and freight as far north as Labrador supporting 8th AF bomber units deploying to England; the C-47s then returned back to Westover Field. These flights provided a great training opportunity for aircrews, especially newly assigned navigators. The week of May 12–18, 1942, the first group of fifty-five newly minted second lieutenant flying officers joined the squadrons in the 60th TG.

			Special Order No. 44, HQ 60th TG, dated May 12, 1944, assigned a large number of pilots to the group; including: Second Lieutenants Haigh, Sauer, Wahlborg, Hamilton, Granger, Stugard, Lancaster, Grierson, Goudy, Shields, Seals, Scheerhorn, Slotoroff, Thomson, Flores, Gisel, Veteto, Shattuck, Litsey, Powers, Aldrich, Titsworth, Swartz, West, Powers, and Smith; all went to the 12th TS. The same special order assigned pilots 1st Lt. Keith P. Hanson, 2nd Lt. James L. McColl, and 2nd Lt. Thomas E. Telzrow to the 10th TS. The next three days, more brand-new pilots, direct from flight training, arrived and were assigned to the squadrons per Special Orders No. 47-49, HQ 60th TG.

			Second Lieutenants Frank B. Roy, Karl Y. Benson, Hasting, Ira G. Long, Harry W. Husman, Kelly, and David J. Steege went to the 12th TS; while 1st Lts. Ivan R. Stracener, Spielberg, Morris B. Anderson, and Robert A. Barrere, and 2nd Lts. Willard E. Fawcett, Robert A. Schneider, and Kenneth W. Holbert went to the 10th TS.

			Transferring into the 10th TS from the 5th TS (at Patterson Field) was 2nd Lt. Quentin E. Honnert. Born on September 12, 1920, Quentin was working for Procter & Gamble in Cincinnati, Ohio, when he joined the Army Air Corps. After passing his entrance exams and becoming an aviation cadet, Quentin graduated in class 41-G and received his pilot wings.32

			Six days later on May, 18, 1942, the 12th TS received a full complement of thirteen new C-47A aircraft to replace their training aircraft and to use for overseas deployment.33
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			New C-47As Manufactured in 1941, similar to those received by the 60th TG.

			[Photo from Author’s Collection]

			(The 11th TS May 1942 records were lost somewhere en route to England, so I could not find the new pilots assigned to the squadron.) Also that day, per Special Order No. 49, Maj. Thomas J. Schofield was assigned to the 60th TG from the 315th TG; he immediately assumed the duties of group XO, relieving Capt. Robert B. Cox. On May 23, Capt. Emmett A. Gregg was assigned and assumed the job of 60th TG engineering (aircraft maintenance) officer (S-4). This day the 60th TG also sent a large contingent of brand-new C-47s to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, on a two-day trip for the new crews to experience cross-country navigation and learn paratroop operations. Private Miley described:

			Finally, things are beginning to happen again! All the squadrons that are to form the Sixtieth group are now based at Westover Field. I don’t know where the others came in from, but I believe they were formed here in the East. We now have the 10th, 11th, 12th, and 28th Squadrons. It looks like we now also have all of our airplanes and we are finally going to become an equipped Air Corps unit. Promotions are being given quite rapidly, and although it is nice to be promoted, I have an inner feeling that I surely do not deserve mine. I feel having stripes on my arm indicates a certain amount of knowledge and I am not at all sure I possess the required knowledge. My promotion is to Pfc. and almost before I can get the stripes sewed onto my sleeves, I am promoted to corporal. Many of the GIs have a distaste for becoming a corporal for some reason. Perhaps, it is because this is the first non-commissioned officer rating, and many corporals have taken the promotion to heart and acted pretty importantly. When, in a short while, my promotion to sergeant is posted on the board, I have mixed emotions.34





Chapter 2

			June 1942: Overseas to England

			On June 6, 1942, Capt. Ray G. Stark, of the Medical Corps, arrived and was assigned as a surgeon in the 28th TS. Four days later, June 10, 1942, Capt. James E. Scoggins, CO of the 28th TS, was promoted to the rank of major. In mid-June the 60th TG received orders to begin preparations to relocate to England. The group was split into two Ground Echelons and two Air Echelons. At morning roll calls and on squadron bulletin boards the men were informed of the upcoming move and assigned an echelon. They were kept busy building wood packing crates to store squadron equipment. Crates were then loaded on trucks and driven to the railroad freight depot for loading on boxcars. Just a few days later, at morning roll call on May 19, 1942, the men were informed that per Special Order No. 50, HQ 60th TG, dated May 19, 1942, the First Ground Echelon would depart the next day. At 0600 on May 20, 1942, the First Ground Echelons of the 10th, 11th, and 12th Transport Squadrons and Headquarters 60th TG, under the command of Capt. Elmer L. Kincaid Jr., with S. Sgt. William C. Kuhar as acting first sergeant, departed Westover Field via motor convoy for a staging area at Fort Dix, New Jersey, for overseas movement.35 The motor convoy arrived at Fort Dix at 1330. Upon arrival each man was inspected for clothing shortages, gas equipment, and weapons. Passport photos were taken. Much time was spent on drill, barracks, and bag inspections as well. Each man did enjoy a final pass to Trenton, New Jersey, prior to overseas movement. Second Lieutenant Maurice H. Whitten commanded the headquarters detachment from the 60th TG. For a listing of personnel assigned to the First Ground Echelon see Appendix 2. That same day, 1st Lt. Gail L. Noble, 60th TG S-3, was promoted to captain, effective March 1, 1942.

			The 60th TG was filling out as new pilots and navigators continued to arrive and were assigned to the flying squadrons. Flying training emphasis was on takeoffs and landings, instrument flight, and getting new copilots checked out in the C-47. Many “compass swings” were accomplished on the aircraft to correct any deviations on the compass cards (displays) prior to overseas flight.

			On May 25, Special Order No. 55 appointed 1st Lt. Leonard W. Palmer the group communications officer.36 The next day, Special Order No. 56 assigned twenty-eight more officers to the group. Assignments of note included Capt. Jesse A. Tobler assuming duties as the group S-3; Capt. Martin E. Wanamaker was assigned as the 11th TS CO, with six more lieutenant flying officers being assigned to the 10th and 11th TS, three to the 12th, and eleven to the 28th TS.37 Personnel growth was exponential as an additional thirty new lieutenant flying officers arrived to the group in the next few days. Also of note is that on May 26, per War Department Special Order No. 135, Capt. Willard B. Atwell, 10th TS CO, was promoted to the rank of major, effective May 1, 1942; 1st Sgt. Roy V. Bolig continued to oversee the enlisted men in the squadron. On May 31, Special Order No. 60 directed twenty officers to go to Presque Isle, Maine, for the purpose of navigational instruction as preparation work for the flight across the Atlantic. Second Lieutenant Frederick R. Jenks, originally from the 11th TS, was named the group navigation officer. On May 31, the total strength of the 60th TG was 112 officers and 472 enlisted men.38

			Sergeant Robert L. Miley recorded this:

			More and more of our C-47s are making flights to an airfield at Presque Isle, Maine, Goose Bay, Labrador, Greenland (we have heard of such places as “Bluie West One” and “Bluie West Eight”). We are told that some of the fellows have been as far as Iceland, and one or two have been to England! We had heard of these flights before, but it seems they are becoming more common now as we talk to the crews of enlisted men. I understand the flights ferry personnel and material of some sort to these places but very little is said, mostly, because the flight crews are nearly always with their airplanes, and we get very little chance to talk to them. We rarely get a chance to see the pilot officers at all. I can only imagine what it must be like to fly to such far-away places! We suspect that many of the flights are for the purpose of ferrying American pilots to these places—many to England for service there. The aircraft they will fly are shipped by boat because many of them—such as pursuit planes—do not have sufficient range to make the trip.39

			(These missions were more than likely supporting Operation Bolero. Also, Robert Miley would soon enough get his chance to see some of these far-away places with the First Air Echelon on their way to England!)

			On June 1, 1942, General Order No. 9, HQ ATC assigned the 60th TG, 62nd TG, and 64th TG to the newly created 51st Transport Wing (TW). Also on June 1, the First Ground Echelon now located at Fort Dix, New Jersey, received orders to depart at 0930 that day for the Port of Embarkation, Brooklyn, New York, and board the SS Queen Elizabeth at 0400 on June 4, 1942. At 0320, on June 4, the men were loaded on barges and transported out to the Queen Elizabeth, which was at anchor in the harbor. The men filed up onto the massive liner and upon boarding, each was given two cards: one was a quarter’s card, the other a meal card. Men were quartered twelve to a cabin according to the sailing list.40 Also on the Queen Elizabeth was the Ground Echelons of the 31st Fighter Group and 97th Bomb Group, also deploying under Eighth Air Force Operation Bolero.

			The Queen Elizabeth and Queen Mary were used as troop transports during WWII. Their high speeds allowed them to outrun hazards, principally German U-boats, and usually allowed them to travel without a convoy. The Queen Elizabeth’s carrying capacity was over ten thousand troops and over nine hundred crew members. During her war service as a troopship, the Queen Elizabeth carried more than seven hundred and fifty thousand troops, and she also sailed some five hundred thousand miles (eight hundred thousand kilometers).

			The voyage would take from five to seven days to go from the East Coast of the U.S. to the British Isles while bringing troops to Europe. It was in April 1942 that the Queen Elizabeth was secretly relocated from Sydney to New York. Here the ship was altered inside to accommodate a massive capacity of ten thousand soldiers. In June 1942 she began to make voyages from New York to Gourock, Scotland, and then to Suez, sailing via Cape Town. The 60th TG First Ground Echelon were passengers on her first voyage to England as a troopship. The SS Queen Elizabeth departed on June 4, 1942, at 1105 and reported clearing Ambrose Light at 1200 hours. Unknown to the men of the 60th TCG, also traveling to England on the SS Queen Elizabeth, was the 2nd Battalion, 503rd Parachute Infantry Regiment (2/503 PIR); together these two units would soon make history.
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			SS Queen Elizabeth passes the Statue of Liberty.

			[Photo Courtesy of www.ssmaritime.com]

			The men of the First Ground Echelon settled into their daily routine onboard the SS Queen Elizabeth. They got up at 0730; breakfast was served at 0900. It took a very long time to cycle all the men through the mess hall, and the food was not that good. After breakfast there was a room inspection at 1100. In the afternoons either a lifeboat drill or calisthenics were held on deck. Then most men chose to play card games.

			Back at Westover Field, Special Order No. 63, HQ 60th TG, added forty more enlisted men to the group, and Special Order No. 149, War Department, Washington, D.C., June 6, 1942, announced several promotions: Maj. Thomas J. Schofield was appointed to the rank of lieutenant colonel; Capts. Francis A. McBride, Owen G. Birtwistle, Robert B. Cox, and Jessie A. Tobler were appointed as majors. First Lieutenants Robert A. Barrere, Keith P. Hanson, Spielberg, and Ivan R. Stracener were appointed captains; and 2nd Lts. Frederick R. Jenks, David Eglit, Willard E. Fawcett, Thomas E. Telzrow, and George W. Vaughn were appointed to the rank of first lieutenant; 2nd Lt. Kenneth W. Holbert was appointed to first lieutenant. All promotions with an effective date of March 1, 1942. First Lieutenant Leonard W. Palmer was appointed the group weather officer, effective June 1, 1942, and Capt. Ray G. Stark, Medical Corps, reported and was assigned to the 28th TS.41

			On June 7, 1942, all 60th TG C-47 aircraft departed Westover Field for Presque Isle, Maine, for temporary duty to begin training for freight-hauling missions. For the next seventeen days, all aircraft hauled freight and personnel from Presque Isle, Maine, to Goose Bay, Labrador; and to Bluie West One (BW-1), Greenland; and BW-8, Iceland. Valuable flight experience was gained by the young aircrews on these flights over the northern route. At the same time, these flights supported eight AF bomber and fighter groups deploying overseas to England. Also, on June 7, Capt. Richard A. Davis assumed command of the 12th TS from 1st Lt. Gordon L. Edris. On June 10, 1942, the First Ground Echelon arrived at Gourock, Scotland, at 0900. The next day, the men in the First Ground Echelon disembarked the SS Queen Elizabeth at 1045, were taken by barge to Gourock, and boarded a train at 1430 for RAF Chelveston, England.

			The small English locomotive, with its tiny cars and individual compartments, was amusing to Americans used to a different scale, and it was soon dubbed the “Toonerville Trolley.”42 As the train passed through the outskirts of Glasgow the men saw bomb-torn buildings and thick rings of barrage balloons. There was a growing realization that war was very near.

			The train traveled all night, only stopping for coffee and sandwiches, and arrived at Higham Ferrers on May 12, 1942, at 0430. The men were then bussed to RAF Chelveston, the base and staging area that would become the next home of the 60th TG. Upon arrival the men were assigned to barracks site #1 and rested most of the day.

			The men in the First Ground Echelon at the British mess hall during the first part of their stay at RAF Chelveston found it all but impossible to get accustomed to their chow—especially British sausage. The YMCA in the nearby town of Rushden quickly became the favorite eating place for the Yanks. The British also had the equivalent of a post exchange (PX) called the Navy, Army, and Air Force Institute, or simply known as the N.A.A.F.I. The British tradition of tea, served at 1030 and 1530 each day at the N.A.A.F.I. became routine for the men of the 60th TG, still without airplanes to work on and support. That all would change soon enough. Another British beverage that became a favorite was called bitters, a British beer equivalent. At first there were some choice words for bitters, but soon bitters gradually assumed a place in their affections.
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			Cartoon of 12th TCS’s reaction to British Mess Hall, by Corporal John J. Donovan.

			[Photo from 12th Troop Carrier Squadron History in Cartoons, U.S. National Archives]

			June 17, 1942, brought a few more Special Orders No. 67 and No. 68, and associated personnel changes. Master Sergeant Edward Payeski was discharged that day, effective June 15, 1942, to accept a commission as a captain on the group staff and headquarters’ squadron; he was assigned as the group communications officer; effective June 20, 1942. Master Sergeant Joseph J. Olesski was also discharged effective June 16, 1942, to accept a commission as a first lieutenant in headquarters squadron and became the assistant group adjutant. On June 23, all aircraft from the group returned from Presque Isle, Maine, where they had been prepping to cross the Atlantic. On June 24, 1942, orders received from Headquarters VIII Fighter Command for the Air Echelon at this station to proceed to Chelveston, England.43 Also on this day, thirteen officers from all squadrons in the 60th TG were reassigned to the newly forming 64th TG.

			Sergeant Miley recorded the moment after the group received orders for overseas movement:

			Today, there is a marked change in the countenance of the colonel. Word has at last been received that the Air Echelon is to leave for England! The exact date has not been given, or at least it has not filtered down to the enlisted men. We must go on waiting until the date is set; however, we all feel a sense of relief that something is taking place at last! Time drags on as we wait with hope that each day will be the magic day of our leaving.

			All the aircraft of the 60th TG were scheduled to take the “northern route” across the Atlantic to Europe. The British Royal Air Force and the USAAF flew many types of aircraft over this route during the course of the war. Pilots, aircraft, supplies, and materiel were ferried almost constantly via this route to the war areas of England and beyond. In the summer of 1942, when the 60th TG flew this route, many of the bases were still under construction but serviceable. Some had no above-ground structures for the men to sleep in so tents were standard quarters. With stops at the Canadian-built base at Goose Bay in Labrador, BW-1 in Southern Greenland, and BW-8, Reykjavik or Keflavik in Iceland, aircraft could fly from Presque Isle Army Airfield in Northern Maine to Prestwick Airport in Scotland with no leg of the journey longer than 850 miles.

			The main Air Echelon of the 60th TG began to depart Westover Field for England on June 26, 1942. That morning, two aircraft of the 10th TS departed Westover Field at 0614 and 0626 respectively for Manchester, New Hampshire then on to Presque Isle, Maine. These two ships transported the headquarters staff of the VIII Fighter Command; their final destination was Warton, England. (The VIII Fighter Command was under the command of Brig. Gen. Frank O’Driscoll “Monk” Hunter; he also directed the transatlantic flight crossing of all 8th AF aircraft during Operation Bolero. Brigadier General Hunter and his staff flew on aircraft #41-7820 piloted by 1st Lt. James Q. McColl from the 10th TS over to England. Born on December 8, 1894, Hunter was a World War I flying ace, credited with downing nine enemy aircraft. He became an advocate of fighter aircraft strategy.) In addition, eight aircraft of the 10th TS and twelve aircraft of the 12th TS departed Westover Field at 1412 for Bangor, Maine; then on to Goose Bay, Labrador; BW-1, Greenland; BW-8, Iceland; Indigo, Stornoway, and Prestwick, Scotland; and Warton, England. The mission of these aircraft was to take 203 aircraft mechanics of the VIII Fighter Command, Colonel Stone commanding, to Warton, England, as part of Operation Bolero.44

			The next day, June 27, at 1300 Lt. Col. Thomas J. Schofield, 60th TG XO, with an advance element of the group headquarters staff and squadron departed Westover Field in a C-47 for Presque Isle, Maine, to act on behalf of Colonel Malone as the lead command element of the group. Lieutenant Colonel Schofield remained there until receiving further orders from Colonel Malone. With Lieutenant Colonel Schofield from headquarters were: Majs. Robert B. Cox, Gordon E. Menzies, and Jessie A. Tobler; Second Lieutenants Coggins and Kelly; M. Sgt. John A. Scott; T. Sgt. Edward Telesha; and Staff Sergeant Martin.45 Captain Robert O. Johnson, 28th TS, was appointed officer in charge of the remaining men, of the 60th TG after the Air Echelon departed. These men would form the Second Ground Echelon.
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			Sketch of Northern Route by Sgt. Robert L. Miley, 11th TS.

			[Sketch Courtesy of U.S. National Archives from But Never a Soldier]

			Today, in early June [I believe Miley meant to say late June, approximately June 26, 1942] Sergeant King comes into our nearly-empty barracks to announce that we will be leaving this afternoon for our trip overseas. In spite of all the waiting, it doesn’t seem possible that, just as going to town, we will climb into airplanes and be on our way to a destination which lies several thousand miles away! It all appears so simple—everything we carry will be packed, or actually stuffed, into our denim barracks bags. We had turned in our rifles some time ago, but we still have our pistols and holsters, plus of course our ammunition, sulfa pouch, canteen, and mess kits. Most of us also have long knives enclosed in leather sheaths attached to our pistol belts. After chow we throw our barracks bags over our shoulders and make our way down to the flight line. There are only about six of us flying in one plane, and we have been told we will be on one named “Per Diem.” It is sitting in the heat of the day on the sandy area just off the taxi strip; as we approach I can see that a dollar bill has been glued to her nose. Bird-like wings have been painted rising from the bill, making it appear very much like a flying dollar. The pilots have not yet arrived at the plane so we sit in the shade of the wing to wait again and wonder. It is nearing two o’clock when they appear, carrying their olive drab, leather-bound flight bags and looking very nonchalant, it seems to me considering the adventure we are about to embark on.46
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			11th TCS Nose #55, Aircraft #41-7846 Per Diem.

			[Photo Courtesy of U.S. National Archives from But Never a Soldier]

			The engines were started on 11th TS nose #55, aircraft #41-7846 Pier Diem and as Sergeant Miley thought they should be taxiing, the engines were abruptly shut down. The door to the flight deck opened up, and the pilots came back walking through the cabin and said, “We aren’t leaving today, men,” and then, “We are scheduled for takeoff again about this same time tomorrow.”

			For three more mornings, Sergeant Miley would carry his bags down to the flight line only to be told his mission was cancelled. The movement north was affected by weather and overcrowding at bases with aircraft moving in both directions across the northern route. If flights were held up, the problem extended clear back along the line. Unbeknownst to Sergeant Miley, his squadron was at the end of the group flow, and he would not depart Westover Field until July 12.

			On June 27, Capt. Clarence J. Galligan, 12th TS, took off from Bangor, Maine, leading a flight of four aircraft up north to Goose Bay, Labrador; this flight of 12th TS aircraft eventually was the first C-47s from the 60th TG to touch down in Prestwick, Scotland, on July 7, 1942. These four C-47s carried men and equipment from the 97th Bomb Group. At 1023, on June 30, 1942, one C-47 departed Westover Field for Presque Isle, Maine, to carry aircraft parts up to Goose Bay, Labrador. Another twenty-three C-47 aircraft and crews, mostly from the 11th TS and 28th TS, waited on alert status all day at Westover Field; however, at 1355 the group received telephone orders from Lieutenant Colonel Schofield to halt the movement north. Because of poor weather, aircraft were stacking up along the northern route.

			At 1600 that day, Colonel Malone called a meeting of his group staff and squadron commanders. The group had been going nonstop since April 15, so he decided to release restrictions to allow the men to relax a little. Men could travel up to a twenty-mile radius away from the base, visit town, and not have to report back for duty until 1000 on July 1. Closing out June 1942, the 60th TG now had 203 officers and 796 enlisted men assigned.47

			While waiting to receive orders to continue the movement overseas, Colonel Malone held a meeting of the entire 60th TG in the Westover Field theater. He read Troop Letter AAF #250, dated June 15, 1942, and signed by Lt. Gen. Henry H. “Hap” Arnold, who commanded the USAAF, on the acceptance of responsibility by the commanders of all echelons. To acquaint the men with the type of enemy they were going to fight and to encourage them to take an aggressive attitude, Colonel Malone then read several papers on tactics and organization of the German army.

			On July 6, orders were received from Brig. Gen. “Monk” Hunter at Presque Isle, Maine, for the group to continue launching aircraft from Westover Field the next day. Colonel Malone then met with his squadron commanders and gave them final orders for the next day’s departure. The 11th TS would take off at 0900 hours and the 28th TS (with one C-47 from the 10th TS attached) thirty minutes behind them at 0930 hours. Once again, the engines were started on 11th TS nose #55, aircraft #41-7846, Pier Diem, and Sgt. Robert L. Miley was finally on his way to England.

			The crew of Pier Diem was Capt. James D. Briggs (P), 2nd Lt. Edward T. Davis (CP), 2nd Lt. Leonard Krieger (NAV), Sgt. Floyd J. Shultz (CC), and Cpl. John A. Nielsen (RO).48 At 0945, immediately after the last 28th TS C-47 was airborne, Colonel Malone took off in nose #7, aircraft #41-7750, SNAFU, for Presque Isle, Maine.

			All twenty-six C-47s arrived safely. Presque Isle at this time had a concrete runway but very little development. Only two wooden buildings were constructed. Parallel to the runway, but at a safe distance back from it, were rows of pyramidal Army-style tents. Inside each tent were a number of ordinary wooden folding cots, covered with neatly folded GI blankets. As the men of the 60th TG passed through Presque Isle, Maine, they were told to hide any Coca-Cola they purchased before they reached Greenland as it was a pretty precious commodity there.
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			Brigadier General Frank O’Driscoll “Monk” Hunter, Center Front Row, and the VIII Fighter Command Staff, Photo Taken September 1942.

			[Photo Courtesy of Mr. Michael Webster]

			On July 7, 1942, per General Order No. 21, HQ Troop Carrier Command, the 60th Transport Group officially became the 60th Troop Carrier Group (60th TCG), and all squadrons were renamed Troop Carrier Squadrons accordingly. The group actually received this notification while en route overseas via TWX Message POPY4290 dated July 10, 1942; the change was effective July 2, 1942.49 With the Air Echelon departing, the men slated to be left behind formed the Second Ground Echelon with Capt. Robert O. Johnson as commanding officer, 1st Lt. Edwin W. Barbee as second in command, W/O Marshall L. Dorgan as provost marshal, and Sgt. Robert McQuaid as acting first sergeant.50 Finally, on July 7 with Colonel Malone inbound to Presque Isle, Maine, Lieutenant Colonel Schofield and the advanced element departed Presque Isle, Maine, for Goose Bay, Labrador, to represent the group.

			Sergeant Miley later recorded the moment of final taking off from Westover Field:

			The propellers spin faster and, to our relief, the olive drab colored C-47 begins rolling down the runway, gathering speed for its takeoff run. Suddenly there is the feeling of smoothness, and I realize we are airborne! (We are still not fully convinced about our really being on our way—not until we are in the air and have been in the air for a while!) Somewhere ahead lays [sic] a lot of strange country in my imagination, at least, before we reach our destination in a country at war—England!

			Several other planes—I count six or seven—are taking off from the runway on the field below us. One by one they follow each other down the runway, looking for all the world like wind-up toy airplanes running along the concrete strip. Their progress is easily watched as we circle—ever so slowly it seems—in order to gain altitude. Why don’t we merely head off in a north easterly direction toward the airfield at Presque Isle, Maine, which the crew chief has told us in our destination? As we circle, I can see that the aircraft are closing in and now it becomes apparent that we are going to be in a formation, which is a new experience for me. One of the C-47s pulls close—a little too close, for me—to our right wingtip. It finally takes a position just a little behind us, and as I watch it, it seems to be “floating” in the air with nothing visible to support it. I can see the pilot clearly through the window of his cockpit. Another plane is flying a little further off to our left and takes a similar position on that wing tip. All of the C-47s have now taken their positions—some ahead of us—some behind us, and it is a strange sight to me to observe so many planes so close, bobbing up and down slightly as we begin our flight finally towards the north east. From the ground, our formation must appear as a “V”, much like a flock of flying geese except that our formation should be a more “fixed” and possibly more precise. I have read that over enemy territory the last plane in the formation flies from side to side occasionally as a sort of “watch dog” over the other planes in the formation. The thought of airplanes in combat draws my thoughts for a moment to the reason we are making this flight—and the war in Europe—but only briefly.51

			From July 7–13, 60th TCG C-47s departed Presque Isle for Goose Bay, Labrador, with the last fourteen aircraft in the group departing on the thirteenth. The aircraft departed Presque Isle in two-ship elements, twenty minutes apart starting at 0900. Colonel Malone took off at 1100 followed by another aircraft piloted by Major Scoggins to form the last two-ship element. All aircraft arrived safely at Goose Bay, and the group stood by to receive orders.52 The Second Ground Echelon of the 60th TCG departed Westover Field also on July 13, 1942, under the command of Capt. Robert O. Johnson, 28th TCS. The Second Ground Echelon arrived at the Fort Dix, New Jersey, staging area at 1630.53

			The next day, Lieutenant Colonel Schofield, with the advance element of group headquarters, departed Goose Bay for BW-1, Greenland, at 1535 hours Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) to represent Colonel Malone until he arrived. Lieutenant Colonel Schofield was followed by six aircraft in single-ship elements, thirty minutes apart, a protocol determined by instrument conditions along the route. All aircraft reached Greenland safely. Four days later, on July 18, orders were received to depart from Goose Bay, Labrador, and proceed to BW-1, Greenland. Eight C-47s departed Goose Bay in two-ship elements, twenty minutes apart. The first element took off at 1430 hours GMT. All aircraft arrived safely in Greenland.54

			Bluie West One (BW-1) later known as Narsarsuaq Air Base was built on a glacial moraine at what is now the village of Narsarsuaq, near the southern tip of Greenland. Construction by the U.S. Army began in June 1941. The first aircraft landed there in January 1942, as a link in the North Atlantic air ferry route in World War II. The base had a peak population of about four thousand American servicemen, and it is estimated that some ten thousand aircraft landed there en route to the war in Europe and North Africa. The runway and taxiways were then made of crushed stone, and there was a two-story wooden barracks for the men to bed down in for the night.

			On July 20, per Special Order No. 135, War Department, Washington, D.C., Capt. Elmer L. Kincaid Jr., now acting 60th TCG commander at RAF Chelveston, was promoted to the rank of major, with an effective date of rank of March 1, 1942.
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			Bluie West One Airfield, Greenland, in June 1942.

			[Photo Courtesy of AFHRA]

			On July 22, 1942, six C-47s departed BW-1, Greenland, for Reykjavik, Iceland. The movement was made in two-plane elements, twenty minutes apart. Lieutenant Colonel Schofield with the advance element of group headquarters remained at BW-1 to represent Colonel Malone; he would follow the group after the remaining aircraft departed the station. All six of the C-47s that departed BW-1 arrived safely in Iceland. At Reykjavik, Iceland, the men were quartered in half-round corrugated steel buildings, which the Army called Nissen huts. They would become a common sight once the men arrived in England. Surprisingly roomy inside, they made good barracks.

			Sergeant Miley described entering one for the first time:

			Each end is covered completely with a metal wall, and the front is equipped with a door which contains a small window. The window, however, is covered with some sort of opaque cover. There is a small entryway into the building with a second door, which opens into the main room off the barracks. A sign is posted in plain sight warning GIs to close one door before opening the other one. It is plain that this would prevent any light showing from the barracks as GIs entered and left the building. Suddenly, I realize that I have seen no light at all—anywhere. This is my initiation into a “blackout” condition and I can picture this as a dismal place at night…this is our first experience with any precaution as far as air raids are concerned, and it brings reality of war closer again. In actuality, the war is not getting any closer to us—we are getting a little closer to the war!55
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			Types of U.S. Army tents and Nissen Hut used in WWII. 56

			[Drawings from AFHRA]
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			Nissen Huts at Camp Tripoli, Iceland, January 1942.

			[Photo Courtesy of U.S. National Archives, Fold3]

			RAF Chelveston

			On July 25, 1942, the airplanes of HQ Squadron, three aircraft from the 10th TCS, and six aircraft from the 28th TCS departed Iceland and arrived at Chelveston, England—their first destination being Prestwick, Scotland, and Warton, England. Colonel Malone was in the first aircraft to takeoff at 0515 GMT; the other nine C-47s took off at forty-five-second intervals and joined up with Colonel Malone in the lead aircraft. The flight arrived at Prestwick at 1200 hours GMT, and all aircraft were refueled. While on the ground at Prestwick, Colonel Malone received orders to proceed to RAF Chelveston instead of Warton. The aircraft departed Prestwick at 1450 hours GMT, taking off in flights of five aircraft, with a one-minute interval between flights. The first flight was commanded and led by Colonel Malone; the second flight commanded and led by Maj. Willard B. Atwell, 10th TCS CO.

			It is interesting that Major Atwell’s flight actually landed ahead of Colonel Malone’s at RAF Chelveston.57 Already on the ground at RAF Chelveston were eighteen C-47s from the group, three from the 10th TCS, two aircraft from the 11th TCS, and all thirteen C-47s from the 12th TCS. Four of these aircraft arrived on July 7, one aircraft arrived on July 9, and the other thirteen arrived on July 20. On July 26–30 the remainder of the 10th, 11th, and 28th TCS C-47s landed at RAF Chelveston. Colonel Malone now had all fifty-two C-47s from the 60th TCG safely on the ground at RAF Chelveston. The 60th TCG was the first of its kind to deploy to the European theater of operations (ETO) in World War II. The Air Echelon was now reunited with the First Ground Echelon at RAF Chelveston.

			On July 25, 1942, the remaining men of the Second Ground Echelon at Fort Dix, New Jersey, under the command of Capt. Robert O. Johnson, embarked on the SS Contessa at 0800. The men were assigned cabins with six to ten men in a cabin-like room, but some rooms were assigned thirty men. At 1100 the ship was pulled by a tug up the East River, passed the Statue of Liberty on Governors Island, and sailed under the Brooklyn Bridge. A boat drill was held for all men on the ship at 2035 pm.

			The SS Contessa was a refrigerated cargo and passenger ship built by Barclay, Curle & Company, which had launched on February 18, 1930. The ship had belonged to the Standard Fruit Company and had operated as a cargo passenger ship until it was taken over at New Orleans by the War Shipping Administration on May 29, 1942. The ship would later see action and play a key role in Operation Torch, the invasion of North Africa, along with the 60th TCG.

			The day after his arrival on July 26, 1942, Colonel A. J. K. Malone assumed command of RAF Chelveston (Station #105) and now had under his command (in addition to the 60th TCG) the HQ Squadron of the 38th Service Group; the 58th Service Squadron of the 38th Service Group, under the direct command of Major Debuys; the HQ and HQ Squadron of the Eighth Air Force Base Command; and finally the 168th Quartermaster Platoon. As long as the 60th TCG remained at RAF Chelveston, Colonel Malone commanded the additional units.58 With Colonel Malone now in command, Maj. Elmer L. Kincaid Jr. returned to the 10th TCS.

			Also at RAF Chelveston was a detachment of RAF personnel commanded by Squadron Leader Clayton, whose chief mission was to teach the Americans about British airfield operations and the time-sensitive coordination required. Upon arrival at RAF Chelveston, Colonel Malone learned his group would be stationed there temporarily, for about two weeks of training and then would relocate to its own airdrome in the Salisbury Plain area.

			On July 28, at 1100, the new arrivals, both officers and enlisted men, were addressed at 1100 hours by the commander of the First Provisional Bombardment wing, on conditions in England. The entire group was lectured again on security measures at 1430 in Hangar “T,” followed by Colonel Malone at 1650, who instructed them on the wearing of uniforms, guard duty discipline, and standards of conduct while off base. The men were also instructed to resume carrying their side arms and gas masks as they were now in an active theater of war. He stressed that the equipment would be useless if left in the barracks and the base was attacked.

			Squadron Leader Clayton then described how the airbase air raid warning system worked and how to respond to a sudden attack. The base, including the barracks area, was equipped with a “Tannoy” public address system, probably named after the company that made it. Two warnings were given. The first warning—“AIR RAID ALERT NUMBER ONE, PREPARE TO TAKE COVER, PREPARE TO TAKE COVER”—meant that enemy aircraft were still distant but flying a course that would bring them over the base. The second—“AIR RAID ALERT NUMBER TWO, TAKE COVER, TAKE COVER”—meant that enemy aircraft were very close and flying a course that would take them over the base. If the warning came after dark, an additional announcement was added that said, “SHOW NO LIGHTS, SHOW NO LIGHTS!”59

			The men of the 60th TCG actually experienced their first air raid on the morning of July 28, 1942, at 0145. The raid lasted an hour, and several aircraft were heard flying overhead; however, no bombs were dropped on the airbase.60

			Finally, on this day, Maj. Jessie A. Tobler was relieved of his duties as the group S-3 and assumed command of the 12th TCS from Capt. Richard A. Davis. With most of the 60th TCG now in England, except for the Second Ground Echelon still en route, the men entertained each other with stories from the Air Echelon and Ground Echelon crossings.

			Sergeant Miley wrote about his first experiences in the British mess hall as well:

			In the mess hall we are introduced to new foods. Perhaps there is nothing “new” about them except that they are now a steady part of our diet. There is quite a lot of “porridge” of some sort (at least that is what it appears like to me) which reminds me of cooked oats, and possibly is. This should be tasty except for the fact that the only milk we have is mixed from powder and we have not yet gotten used to its taste. There is also no sugar, and I have written home for some saccharine tablets with which to sweeten my coffee, or tea a little. Powdered eggs, and powdered potatoes are also the “order of the day” and these take some getting used to, for they are a far cry from the real thing! We had sampled them in Labrador and Greenland, but this is our first exposure to a steady diet of them.61
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			SS Contessa.

			[Photo Courtesy of the Historic New Orleans Collection]

			Three days after leaving New Jersey, the SS Contessa arrived at Halifax, Nova Scotia, to await the formation of a convoy to make the North Atlantic crossing. A thirty-six-ship convoy was formed on August 2, 1942; the crossing would end up being a lot more than the men of the 60th TCG bargained for. The SS Contessa cleared the submarine nets at 1830, formed up in a convoy, and departed Nova Scotia to proceed to England. Two days out to sea, on August 4, the SS Contessa, carrying the Second Ground Echelon, became separated from the convoy while traveling through heavy fog during the night. It was not until August 7, 1942, that the SS Contessa sighted her convoy and rejoined—minus two of the ships that were reported lost and presumably sunk. On this trip the men learned the real meaning of “sweating it out.”

			Shortly after arriving at RAF Chelveston, Colonel Malone, always one to enjoy the pomp and circumstance of a military review, decided to hold a dress parade shortly. On August 11, he invited British officers, their wives, and leaders of local communities out to the field to witness the spectacle. This was not a pleasant occasion for the men of the 60th TCG, as they had hoped that drill and marching would be left behind in the States, since they were now in a war theater. Sergeant Miley described the occasion:

			It isn’t long before we find he has planned a truly impressive review for whoever will be watching. We form ranks and march across the field to the taxi strip that parallels the runway and turn to face the runway. The colonel had commandeered a band from somewhere, and we managed to keep in pretty good time with the march music as we made our way, reluctantly across the field. We stand at attention on the concrete taxi strip and even though it is only mid-morning, the sun is becoming hot and uncomfortable. Surprisingly, it isn’t very long before the squadron commanders, following Col. Malone and a few British officers of one rank or another (I don’t know a lieutenant from a captain) march stiffly “in review.” Actually, they pay very little attention to us, and I don’t believe they are really interested (the British) in the process. There are the formal “about faces” made by the inspecting officers and the stiff military salutes and we are finally put “at ease.” Some of the officers remain with our group, standing at ease in a line ahead of us, but all the flying officers march behind the colonel toward the line of C-47s, which have been taxied to position on the runway before us.

			Some sort of signal must have been prearranged for almost in unison the engines of the C-47s start up and the noise is deafening. It grows even louder as the engines are speeded up for the magneto checks. There are at least 50 airplanes lined up out there with propellers spinning, and with Col. Malone’s airplane “SNAFU” in the lead, they take off, one by one, until all are up in the air. We can see them work their way into formation as they pass from sight, beginning to circle the field. Suddenly, off to our left, they reappear heading fast and very low toward the center of the field. With a deafening roar they buzz the airfield. Still maintaining their formation, they circle the field once again and make a similar low pass to buzz the field. If the colonel’s face could be seen by those watching, I’m sure he would be wearing a broad smile as he proudly leads “his” men across the field in those buzzing runs as the reviewing officers look on! We are held in formation until all of the planes landed, and the entire group is called to attention and marched into one of the large metal hangars that is standing empty on the field.62

			A few days later, word filtered down among the men that apparently Colonel Malone had been called on the carpet for his recent “show” staged for the British. He was told never to get that many men together in one close group again, nor to expose so many airplanes in formation as were exposed that day unless, of course, for a military mission. Had they had any word of what was planned, or if they just happened to be flying over the area at that time, the Luftwaffe could have wiped out almost the entire group in very short order. Except for the normal antiaircraft protection at the base, the C-47s were unprotected and unarmed and would have been very vulnerable to attack. Of course the men were just glad that they would not have to participate in such a parade again!

			At RAF Chelveston, the men were quartered in huts similar to the ones that had held the Air Echelon while passing through Iceland, except in England they were called “Quonset” huts. The Quonset hut barracks were about a mile away from the main airbase and squadron operating areas. Parked alongside all the Quonset huts were bicycles, which had been rented or purchased for the Americans to use on the base. It was rumored that there were over a thousand bicycles for this purpose. Scattered all over the airbase were also bomb shelters. Some of the bomb shelters were Quonset huts that had been buried, or nearly buried, in the earth. Entrance ways were dug out and masonry steps were constructed down to the doorway. One thing the men did have difficulty getting used to was the frequent air raids. The Germans took a keen interest in the activity at RAF Chelveston and sent reconnaissance aircraft over regularly; bombers were sent at night too.

			RAF Aldermaston

			Upon arriving at RAF Chelveston, Colonel Malone completely reorganized the 60th TCG S-3 (operations) section. This change was needed in order if group S-3 was to adapt to higher headquarters war-planning operations in the ETO. Per Special Orders No. 78 & 79, dated July 27 and 31 respectively, Maj. Jessie A. Tobler, the recent S-3, was relieved of duty to command the 12th TCS. Lieutenant Colonel Thomas J. Schofield was then relieved of duties as the group XO and was named the group S-3. Captains John W. Oberdorf, Gordon L. Edris, and Clarence J. Galligan; 1st Lts. Frederick R. Jenks and Leonard W. Palmer; and Second Lieutenant Kelly were appointed assistant operations officers to Lieutenant Colonel Schofield.63 Major Howard G. Clark, who led the 12th TCS First Ground Echelon over to England, was appointed the group defense officer and temporary group mess officer. Major Elmer L. Kincaid Jr., who led the First Ground Echelon, was now also attached to group HQs staff. Second Lieutenant Maurice H. Whitten was relieved of command of the headquarters squadron, and First Lieutenant Palmer assumed command again. On July 1, 1942, the War Department issued an updated T/O that disbanded group headquarters squadrons and created a HQ detachment in its place. The 60th TCG HQ detachment now consisted of twenty-one officers and thirty-nine enlisted men; the excess enlisted men were distributed among the four flying squadrons.

			Colonel Malone received orders to report to Brig. Gen. Robert C. Candee, commander, Eighth Ground Air Support Command, in London on Thursday, July 30, 1942, at 0730; he proceeded there by air. While in London, Colonel Malone received orders to prepare his group for transfer to RAF Aldermaston, a recently constructed base that the British were going to give to the American Eighth Air Force for use. At 0130 the day that Colonel Malone met General Candee in London, the air raid alert was sounded and lasted for forty-five minutes. No bombs were dropped, but enemy fighter aircraft did strafe camp site #2 with machine gun fire at RAF Chelveston. Two enemy aircraft flew right over the airdrome, with several others in close proximity, but no damage or injuries were reported.

			Closing out the month of July 1942, 1st Lt. Karl Y. Benson Jr. was transferred from the 12th TCS to work in group operations, S-3. The 60th TCG now had 216 officers and 684 enlisted men assigned.

			At 1630 on August 2, 1942, Colonel Malone took with him Majs. Francis A. McBride and Robert B. Cox and Capts. Gordon L. Edris and Clarence J. Galligan on a site survey of the brand-new airbase, Station #467, RAF Aldermaston that would soon be home of the 60th TCG. Located 8 miles east of Newbury, Berkshire, and 9.8 miles southwest of Reading, Berkshire, RAF Aldermaston was originally built as an RAF Bomber Command airfield during 1941–1942. Aldermaston was then transferred to the United States Army Air Forces in August 1942 and placed under the jurisdiction of Eighth Air Force. The facility was constructed as a “Class A” bomber airfield with three concrete runways. The main was six thousand feet aligned 06/24, with two crosswind secondary runways of forty-two thousand feet aligned 11/29 and 17/35. (06/24 is a compass heading, which equates to 060/240 degrees.) The airfield had an encircling perimeter track with both the hard pan and loop-type aircraft hardstands for aircraft parking. The technical site (for aircraft maintenance) was on the south side of the airfield, consisting of various administrative buildings, maintenance shops, and four large T-2 hangars. While the field was recently completed and enough of the buildings were completed to house the group, English construction crews were still at work on the base. The group was to move immediately.
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			RAF Aldermaston, one year later on August 19, 1943. The perimeter track, pan hardstands, and loops are clearly visible.

			[Photo Courtesy of AFHRA]

			Colonel Malone and the advance party were met by Squadron Leader Stammers of the RAF, who accompanied the men on their initial inspection. Squadron Leader Stammers was the current commander of the airdrome and would remain there over the RAF personnel and work as a liaison between Colonel Malone’s headquarters and the RAF.

			The next day, air raid alerts continued at RAF Chelveston. The first alert was sounded at 0257; three bombs and several flares were dropped in the vicinity of Rushden, two miles away. No damage occurred from the bombs, which fell in an open field. However, a woman and her two children were killed when a large flare struck their house. One of the bombs was estimated to be a five-hundred pounder. Enemy aircraft could again be heard over the field, but no attack was made. The second air raid alert was sounded at 1715 hours, twenty-five minutes went by until the “all clear” was sounded. An enemy aircraft passed under a low cloud deck and flew right over the airdrome but did not attack. A German Dornier 207 aircraft, presumed to be the one that flew over RAF Chelveston, was shot down by two Spitfires and crashed near Cranford Saint Johns, seven miles away. At 1755 hours, eleven C-47s from the 10th and 12th TCS took off carrying officers and personnel to Ramsbury and Aldermaston Airdromes, but all returned due to poor weather along the route. Another fourteen aircraft flew local familiarization and cross-country training. At 1955 hours, 1st Lt. James Q. McColl piloting 10th TCS nose #9, aircraft #41-7820 reported being fired upon and landed at RAF Bassingbourn.64

			On Tuesday, August 4, 1942, six aircraft transported five officers and seventy-five men to RAF Ramsbury on a mission to prepare that field for the arrival of a tactical unit. An additional five C-47s transported five officers and seventy-five men to RAF Aldermaston to prepare the base for arrival of the rest of the 60th TCG in the next few days. Officers in charge now at RAF Aldermaston were Majors Cox and Galligan, assisted by Major Clark and 1st Lt. Maurice H. Whitten. Some of the group’s larger equipment had already been shipped to Aldermaston by rail. At 1615, First Lieutenant McColl returned to RAF Chelveston in aircraft #7820. He completed a full report that detailed British antiaircraft guns firing at his aircraft on August 3. The aircraft was hit several times with shell fragments passing through the rear part of the fuselage and empennage; luckily the aircraft was not seriously damaged. The 10th TCS dispatched an aircraft to RAF Burtonwood, a large depot-level engineering facility to have an aircraft modified for personal use by Maj. General Carl Andrew “Tooey” Spaatz, commander of Eighth Air Force. Other aircraft of the group continued to fly local orientation, formation, and navigation flights. Colonel Malone also learned that the 19th Services Group would be transferred from RAF Atcham to RAF Aldermaston.

			The days August 5 and 6, 1942, were full of intense ground training for all the men of the 60th TCG. On day one, each squadron conducted mass calisthenics and mass infantry drill under the supervision of the squadron commanders. RAF personnel delivered lectures on “Air Raid Warning System” and “Aircraft Recognition” to all officers and enlisted men. Flight Lieutenant Wells of the RAF then gave an informal talk on combat experiences to all the officers. Finally training films entitled Interrogation of Prisoners of War, All Hands, and Dangerous Comment were shown to all. The next day, the following training films were shown to all men of the 60th TCG: Defense Against Gas Attack, Platoon in Attack, Use of Oxygen in Flying, Ice Formation, and Lessons in Aiming for Machine Gunners. The remainder of the day was spent loading equipment in aircraft for the move to Aldermaston the next day.65

			On August 7, 1942, the entire 60th TCG moved to RAF Aldermaston. It was a dull and dreary day, and the weather did not cooperate with the planned move; aircraft departures were postponed until late afternoon. The ground convoy departed on time at 0900.

			At 1700, Colonel Malone finally took off in the first aircraft; fourteen elements of three aircraft in a “V” formation were planned with each element taking off at four-minute intervals. The first flight of the 12th TCS got away in good shape and was well on the way when the second flight of the squadron became airborne. They had only been aloft a few minutes when a lone German ME-110 appeared, and the C-47s landed at a neighboring field. No C-47s were attacked, and four British Spitfires from a nearby base made short work of the German aircraft. After a delay of about an hour, the flight of the 12th TCS proceeded to RAF Aldermaston.66 Two C-47s remained at RAF Chelveston to transport the cleanup crew from the rear echelon; these aircraft landed at RAF Aldermaston at 2130 hours. All fifty-two C-47s were now at RAF Aldermaston, and the move was completed.

			The next day, no aircraft were flown; the men spent the day settling in and occupying the various offices of the squadrons and group headquarters. The men were temporarily billeted in various buildings until the Quonset huts in main camp site were ready for occupation. At RAF Aldermaston, the Quonset huts were combined; sometimes two or three of the huts were put together to form a “T” or an “H” formation. All had concrete floors with rows of iron bunks lining each side. Colonel Malone, accompanied by Air Commander Haynes, commander of the RAF 92nd Group, toured and inspected the new base. At 1745 the first air raid at the new base sounded, and fifteen minutes later the all clear was sounded; no enemy aircraft were sighted. To close out a busy day, the motor convoy of the 19th Services Group arrived at 1800. The remainder of the 19th Services Group under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Jeter arrived the following day. The 19th Services Group consisted of a HQ squadron and the 26th Services Squadron with a combined total of 32 officers and 474 enlisted men. Special Order No. 82, HQ 60th TCG, dated August 10, 1942, relieved Maj. Elmer L. Kincaid Jr. from duties with the 10th TCS, assigned to group staff, and appointed him as the group mess officer.

			The city of Reading, so close to Aldermaston, rapidly became the “go-to” place for men seeking a taste of civilization. Since it was known that their stay in England would probably be a short one and it would be a long time before the group might be in a civilized country again, efforts were made to ensure the men had ample time off. Group policy allowed 25 percent of the men from each squadron to have passes into the city each evening. The men were carried to Reading in trucks; liberty runs were also made to the town of Basingstoke. The men liked to frequent the Falcon Inn in Reading and the Fox & Hounds Pub on the road to Basingstoke.

			Dancing at the Olympia Ballroom was one of the most popular ways of enjoying an evening pass, and many promising romances were born there. The men of the 60th TCG found the English girls to be excellent dancers, and in a very short time the gals were cavorting around the floor in the approved American fashion, very much enjoying themselves. The “Yanks” became so popular with the girls that a great many international incidents might have occurred had it not been for the restraint and inborn hospitality of the British men.67 The men also made the trip to London on weekend passes. The evidence of severe punishment by German bombs was everywhere; also evident was the courage of the British civilians, who withstood all attempts of the enemy to exterminate London. The men learned firsthand the economic stringencies imposed on an island people by a global war. With the realization born of that experience came a better appreciation by the men of the generosity and hospitality extended to them by the British.

			[image: ]

			Men of the 11th TCS Pose outside a Pub in England, 1942.

			[Photo Courtesy of Mr. Andy Heins]

			Sergeant Miley described a trip to Reading and his very moving experience in a theater:

			Tonight we decide to go to a show or, rather, the “theater” to see what it is like. We find this is not a movie theater such as we’re used to, but rather a live stage show much like the vaudeville shows in the States which I always enjoyed. There are skits of comedy and dancing—both serious and humorous. There is a magician and a ventriloquist—all of the things that go to make up a fully entertaining evening. I find English humor a little difficult to understand and wonder if it is because I have a hard time understanding the comedians with their British dialect or whether that the humor is different than I’m used to. Before the show is over, however, I find that I am able to understand them fairly well and even comprehend what is actually pretty deep humor. I’m sure it will be some time before I can readily understand the accent well enough to get the meaning of all the jokes. As a final “act” the stage is occupied by a very energetic young lady who leads the audience in an enthusiastic “sing-a-long.” Of course, sing-a-longs are nothing new, but I’ve never been part of one as wholeheartedly participated in as this! It is hard to describe the deep feeling that comes over me when I hear these people put their enthusiasm into their singing! I have seen movies like this where actors were paid to “put their hearts” into their singing, but these people are not paid. Their whole being is poured into their singing—and it shows. Many of these people have lost husbands, wives, sweethearts, sons, and friends in this war, and for a few moments they can forget—or show their zeal for victory. I can’t stop the lump that forms in my throat as I hear one song after another sung lustfully and patriotically from these people’s hearts. Here are real people in constant danger who show their contempt for the enemy by singing full of cheer and determination with an enthusiasm that would surely discourage the enemy! The final song of the evening was of course “There’ll Always be an England” and my eyes cloud up as I join lustfully in the singing. I suppose I sing as loud as any of the others because I feel we have a common cause here, and I have an admiration for these people who have withstood the horrors of the war so gallantry [sic]. There are those that dislike the British and some of the “upper class” leaves something to be desired in the minds of Americans, but the “commoner”, in most deserves a lot of credit. The German people would look with dismay at the spirit being demonstrated here by their enemies! All of the bombing and killing has only served to strengthen their will, and although the war is not going the Allies [sic] way yet, these people have every bit of faith that it soon will be!68

			On August 11, 1942, nine C-47s from the 11th TCS were dispatched to RAF Ramsbury near to where the newly arrived American 2nd Battalion, 503rd Parachute Infantry Regiment (2/503rd PIR) was stationed. The 2/503rd PIR was the first combat-ready unit of its kind at the time and also the first to arrive in the ETO. From the time they walked off the ship to their arrival at Chilton Foliat, England, the men attempted to hide their identity as paratroopers by removing their patches and wings and unblousing their pants over their boots as if they were members of a normal Army ground combat unit.

			Under the command of Lt. Col. Edson D. “Little Caesar” Raff, the 2/503rd PIR and the 60th TCG would forge a team-like relationship and soon fly together on the first American combat airborne mission in the war. The 2/503rd PIR was quartered at Chilton Foliat, near Hungerford in Berkshire, on the estate of American-born Lady Ward.

			The American paratroopers were quite a hit with the press, English civilians and the British paratroop regiments. Just four months after their arrival in England, the 2/503rd PIR had the honor of passing in review during a visit of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt. A conference was held between the two units to plan upcoming training maneuvers to include loading and parachute drops.
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			Theater Made 2/503rd PIR “Cat Patch”

			[Photo Courtesy of 509th Parachute Infantry Association]
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			Lieutenant Colonel Edson D. “Little Caesar” Raff, 2/503rd PIR CO Escorts First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt during her visit on October 12, 1942.

			[Photo Courtesy of U.S. Army Signal Corps and 509th Parachute Infantry Association]69
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			2/503rd PIR Jump Trainer “Suzy” Named After the Lady of the Estate on which the Battalion trained. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and Lt. Col. Edson D. Raff observe a trooper about to jump.

			Note: The unit “Cat Patch” is clearly visible beside the door.

			[Photo Courtesy of U.S. Army Signal Corps and 509th Parachute Infantry Association]

			In the afternoon, Colonel Malone reviewed the American troops and the RAF Regiment stationed at RAF Aldermaston. After the ground review thirty-eight C-47s of the group passed in an air review.70 The next day per Special Order No. 83, HQ 60th TCG, Capt. John. G. Evans was attached to Headquarters from the 12th TCS with duties as flying control officer. Also, per Special Order No. 49, War Department, Washington, D.C., dated June 6, 1942, 2nd Lt. Maurice H. Whitten was promoted to first lieutenant, with an effective promotion date of March 1, 1942.

			On August 13, 1942, the SS Contessa carrying the Second Ground Echelon and its convoy arrived at Belfast, Ireland. After rejoining the convoy, the crossing was thankfully uneventful. The next day, the Second Ground Echelon departed Belfast by train to Erne, Ireland, where they boarded a channel boat to take them to Stranraer, Scotland, arriving at 2130 hours. The Second Ground Echelon then boarded a train to take them to RAF Aldermaston, arriving on August 15, 1942, at 2130 hours. The overseas movement of all echelons of the 60th TCG was now complete. Local flying training continued, and all officers were issued Sten guns while the enlisted men received British Enfield rifles and bayonets; ammunition was issued to all as well. Under Colonel Malone’s orders, the group then initiated a two-week training period on airbase defense; combat teams were formed in each squadron. On August 17, 1942 ten C-47s, from the 11th TCS carried and dropped the first American paratroopers in England on a training mission taking off from RAF Ramsbury. The company of paratroopers dropped was from the 2/503rd PIR. The next day, another nine C-47s were dispatched to RAF Ramsbury for continued training with the 2/503rd. Captain John W. Oberdorf, group assistant S-3, was also sent to RAF Ramsbury to deliver a lecture to the brand-new 64th TCG now stationed there.

			On August 19, Special Order No. 86 appointed Capt. John R. Bruce Jr. the group chemical warfare officer; the same special order also appointed 2nd Lt. Theodore A. Rosequist the group billeting officer, facility officer, athletic and recreation officer, and physical director. All squadrons continued to practice close-order drill and one hour was dedicated to the stripping and cleaning of all weapons. In the afternoon, a two-hour block was allotted for simulated firing, bayonet drill, and weapon indoctrination. All radio operators attended an hour and a half lecture by RAF Flight Officer Burnett on radio procedures covering British radio aids to navigation. Three aircraft transported VIII Fighter Group personnel from Ramsbury to Atcham and from there picked up personnel from the 19th Services Group to bring them to RAF Aldermaston.

			The next day, Colonel Malone was admitted to the American General Hospital in Oxford and was operated on for appendicitis. His hospital stay was projected for ten days, and he was expected to be incapacitated for about a month. Lieutenant Colonel Thomas J. Schofield assumed command of the 60th TCG in his absence. The next week was full of similar training activities: the 10th and 11th squadrons continued working with the 2/503rd PIR; radio operators were trained and tested on HF/DF navigation; pilots were trained on principles of Identification, friend or foe (IFF); and the newer 28th TCS crews were checked on landings and cross-country navigation flights. (Identification, friend or foe, is a radar-based identification system designed for command and control. It uses a transponder that listens for an interrogation signal and then sends a response that identifies the broadcaster. It enables military and civilian air traffic control to identify and to determine their bearing and range from the interrogator. It was first developed during WWII.)

			General Orders No. 19, HQ Eighth Air Force, dated August 25, 1942, assigned the 60th and 64th TCGs to the 51st Troop Carrier Wing (51st TCW) and attached 51st TCW to the VIII Ground Air Support Command (GASC).71 On August 26, Lt. Col. Edson D. Raff, commander of the 2/503rd PIR, visited RAF Aldermaston and met with all combat crews to deliver a lecture on working with parachute troops. Captain McDonald, from the 19th Services Group, then gave two lectures on firefighting techniques, one to the enlisted men and one to the officers. The 10th TCS flew to Ramsbury and conducted flights with the 2/503rd PIR, while the 28th TCS practiced landings at RAF Aldermaston.

			The last week in August 1942 proved to be a busy period. Base support and flying operations had improved, and more personnel moves were made. On August 27, the group library with twelve hundred volumes donated through the Victory Book Campaign—conducted by the American Library Association, the American Red Cross, and the United Service Organization—was opened. It was located in the same building as the N.A.A.F.I. Canteen and was open to all organizations, both American and British, assigned to the base. Additionally, a barber shop and an enlisted men’s day room were opened in the N.A.A.F.I. Canteen. The N.A.A.F.I. Canteen proved very popular with the troops, and the men learned to enjoy the custom of British teatime. A British YMCA hut at the other end of the field sold tea and cakes.

			At first, American cigarettes (more popular than British brands) were only available and sold through squadron rations. Later, American cigarettes were sold at the NAFFI Canteen to both American and British soldiers.

			Special Order No. 8, HQ 60th TCG, dated August 27, 1942, assigned the following officers to the 60th TCG with duties as follows: 1st Lt. Francis S. MaGuire—Catholic chaplain; 1st Lt. Durand H. Bonner—Protestant chaplain assigned to 19th Services Group; Capt. Charles A. Gibson Jr.—relieved from assignment with the 12th TCS and appointed group S-2 (intelligence officer); 1st Lt. Charles S. McCune—assigned as assistant S-2; 2nd Lt. Jay T. Newton—assigned to 11th TCS; Capt. Harold J. Dollinger—assigned to 28th TCS as adjutant; 2nd Lt. James C. Surges—relieved from assignment with the 10th TCS and appointed assistant flying control officer and group Link Trainer officer; 2nd Lt. Stuart P. Wagner—assigned as assistant Link Trainer officer; 1st Lt. Arthur B. Dustin—assigned as assistant engineering officer; finally, Maj. Elmer L. Kincaid Jr.—relieved of assignment with the group and transferred to the 28th TCS.72 (The term “Link Trainer,” also known as the “blue box” and “pilot trainer,” is commonly used to refer to a series of flight simulators produced between the early 1930s and early 1950s by the Link Aviation Devices, Inc. Link Trainers were extensively used during Advanced Pilot Training during World War II to teach basic and instrument procedures.) Training classes continued for all the men, pilots and radio operators received training on the Aldis lamp; all had to master Morse code.

			Special Order No. 90, HQ 60th TCG, dated August 30, 1942, assigned 2nd Lt. David Buckspan with duties as assistant flying control officer. Aircraft from the group continued to fly administrative missions transporting men and equipment from the Eighth Air Force to various stations and paratroop training continued with the 503rd at RAF Ramsbury. One noteworthy mission was 1st Lt. Bernard C. Sauer Jr., 12th TCS in aircraft #41-7764 flew to Membury to transport Brigadier General Candee of the VIII GASC.

			Also, men started wearing their gas masks for fifteen-minute periods each day as part of their certification training. To close out the month of August, the men were paid on Monday, the thirty-first, and arrangements were made for the men to wire money home. A total of $35,488.67 was sent to the United States by men of the 60th TCG! The total strength of the 60th TCG was now 145 officers and 602 enlisted men assigned.

			The first day of September 1942 brought good news: Per Special Order No. 91, HQ 60th TCG, those who formally held air mechanic ratings were made noncommissioned officers. The same special order assigned 115 enlisted men to flying duties. Lieutenant Colonel Schofield flew to Membury for a conference with Brigadier General Candee while flight training continued with the 2/503rd PIR. That day, Capt. Frederick H. Sherwood, 10th TCS, led a flight of nine C-47s from his squadron to conduct a high-altitude (ten thousand feet) training mission with the 503rd. The purpose of this training was to accustom the paratroopers to protracted periods at that altitude without oxygen. Maj. Jessie A. Tobler, 12th TCS CO, led a flight of seven C-47s from his squadron on a similar training mission with the 503rd in the afternoon. For others ground training classes continued to lead off a busy month of training for the 60th TCG.

			The next day, Maj. Gen. Carl Spaatz, Brig. Gen. Frank O’Driscoll Hunter, Brig. Gen. Robert C. Candee, and Brig. Gen. Howard Craig visited RAF Aldermaston. The group of visiting generals was taken on a tour of the base and conferred with the commanding officer and his staff. What started out as a good day, however, would quickly change. The safe and accident-free flying string of the 60th TCG was just broken by two aircraft accidents; thankfully nobody was seriously injured or killed. (Flying in England, where thick fog and low ceilings are the norm, can be very challenging. The 60th TCG was starting to fly large formations and to train at night. Pilots were inexperienced. There had to be some real scares. The group’s luck was strong indeed.)

			First Lieutenant Horace L. Cone was piloting a 12th TCS aircraft en route from Hendon to Prestwick when he was forced to land at Worcester Airdrome due to bad weather. The crew with him consisted of 2nd Lt. Woodrow B. Seals (CP), Sergeant O’Neil (CC) and Cpl. Robert D. Miller (RO) all from the 12th TCS. Upon landing, the gear buckled, and both propellers were damaged. The damage to the aircraft was severe enough to be deemed unrepairable, and the aircraft would be stripped for parts. Lieutenant Colonel Schofield flew out to inspect the damage; bad weather was deemed the cause for the accident. The second accident occurred at RAF Ramsbury when Capt. Robert A. Barrere in aircraft #41-87374 was taxiing to take off on a paratroop training mission with the 503rd Parachute Battalion. The rudder of his aircraft was hit by the wingtip of aircraft #41-7805; luckily the damage was slight. After the taxi accident, Capt. Frederick H. Sherwood led a flight of nine C-47s, and Maj. Jessie A. Tobler led a flight of eight C-47s on high-altitude training flights (fifteen thousand feet) with the paratroopers.

			To close out the day, twenty-one new officers, all navigators, were assigned to the 60th TCG.73 Second Lieutenant Thomas J. Dukes was assigned to the group staff with duties as navigator and assistant flying control officer; seven were assigned to the 10th TCS (First Lieutenant Karg, and 2nd Lts. Arnold P. Anex, Harold L. Kenner, Louis O. Haas, Jacob W. Sell, Vincent R. Pettigrew, and Allen P. Clapp); six to the 11th TCS (2nd Lts. Jack B. Abrams, William T. Humphries Jr., Emanuel R. Loeb, James P. Morgan, John B. Roberts, and Richard S. Smith); five to the 12th TCS (2nd Lts. Bjorn Ahlin, Jerome Gross, Sam J. Kent, Edward McCarthy, and Young); two went to the 28th TCS (Second Lieutenants Kahel and Swanson).74 Two days later, 2nd Lt. Thomas J. Dukes was released from duties at the group and assigned to the 28th TCS along with new arrival 2nd Lt. Harold M. Jaffe.

			On Friday September 6, 1942, all squadron commanders, squadron operations officers, and members of group S-3 staff met with Maj. D. R. Yardley, 2/503rd PIR XO, and other 2/503rd staff members to increase coordination and cooperation between the staffs and units. Capt. Frederick H. Sherwood led a flight of eight C-47s to RAF Ramsbury to conduct parachute training, and Maj. Jessie A. Tobler led a flight of eight C-47s on local training simulating parachute drops. Maj. John W. Oberdorf flew a night training mission to test out the newly installed night lighting on the airfield. The men sensed that a real combat mission with the 2/503rd PIR would occur soon. They were right. On September 7 Capt. Frederick H. Sherwood again led a flight of eleven C-47s to pick up men of the 2/503rd PIR at RAF Ramsbury and later dropped them per a coordinated mock attack plan near Chivenor Airdrome. After the mock attack, the aircraft picked up the parachutists at Chivenor and flew them back to RAF Ramsbury. That same day Maj. Martin E. Wanamaker led a flight of nine C-47s from the 12th TCS on a local training mission simulating a parachute drop. The next day, per Special Order No. 96, fifty-seven new enlisted men arrived at the 60th TCG. Five of the men were assigned to headquarters; seven to the 10th TCS; ten to the 11th TCS; seventeen to the 12th TCS; and eighteen to the 28th TCS. These men were part of a task force that originated at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and departed from there on August 8. They departed New York City on the British ship SS Winchester Castle and were put into a convoy out of Halifax, Nova Scotia. Several ships in their convoy were sunk or damaged as a result of enemy action. The SS Winchester Castle arrived safely at Gourock, Scotland, on August 31.75

			New Enlisted Men Assigned Per Special Order No. 96
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			On September 10, 1942, the entire station was put on general alert commencing about 1000 in preparation for an enemy attack. All personnel were restricted to the station and ordered to wear all arms and protective equipment. Defense teams were formed, put into readiness to defend against an attack, and assigned a position. The Link Trainer Department was now functioning on the group staff, and they provided a training class on “blind landings” to the officers in the 12th TCS in the afternoon. As a sort of a reward for their efforts in the morning, the first dance for enlisted men was held in the gymnasium that night. Enlisted men’s dances were subsequently held on Thursday nights and scheduled for September 17, and 24, and October 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29. The ladies were secured by inviting individual groups from the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS), Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF), and from munition factories at Theale and Burghfield. A dance committee was appointed on September 17 and handled the arrangements for all dances. Admission was one shilling, which would be used to pay the orchestra.76 Two days later, the first motion picture was shown in the station gymnasium, and these were subsequently planned to be shown on Friday nights. While the first movie was being shown, the officers in the 60th TCG were invited to attend a dance at the Oxford Station Hospital.
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