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CHAPTER ONE CLASS-TROPHOBIA
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Have you ever heard of class-trophobia? You pronounce it class-truh-fow-bee-uh. It’s a made-up word for a very real problem.

Kids with class-trophobia are super-duper nervous about school stuff… like, all school stuff.

They dread not having enough pencils. They tremble if a teacher says, “Pop quiz.”

And if they have to give a speech in class, they totally have that nightmare. The one about showing up to school in their pajamas.
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And not just any pajamas. No, they’re wearing their footsie pajamas with baby sheep all over them. Yikes!

When you go to a school like mine, there’s a lot of class-trophobia.

Let me explain.

I live in a town called Kersville. It looks perfectly normal, but the truth is, it’s haunted. Don’t believe me?

Ask the ghost living in my house about it. His name is Zax, and he’s pretty cool.
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The Kersville library is haunted too. There are creepy mersurfers at the beach, a zombie zookeeper, and monsters cooking in our cafeteria.

We even had a real-life Boogie Man crash our school dance.

And why wouldn’t he? I mean, just look at my school. Kersville Elementary is totally terrifying.

A long time ago it used to be a mansion, and now I’m pretty sure every hallway is haunted.

And yet I’ve never felt class-trophobia… until today.

That’s me, Andres Miedoso. I’m the one covered in globby cheese and running for my life.
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And that is my best friend, Desmond Cole, holding the crustiest of crusty French bread in his hands like a couple of swords.

I bet you’re wondering what we’re doing, right? Well, that’s a long and surprisingly yummy story that started yesterday.
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CHAPTER TWO DR. ACKULA’S CASTLE
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Desmond and I were reading in class when our teacher hissed at us.

Our teacher’s name is Dr. Ackula, and he is a little, um, different.

For example, when we get an answer right on a test, he puts a green X next to it.

And when we get an answer wrong, he puts a red check.

Talk about confusing! I fainted the first time I got a test back.

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

Not only that, but Dr. Ackula calls our classroom a castle, and he means it! No, there isn’t a drawbridge or a moat with alligators. And there isn’t a dungeon… at least we hope there isn’t a dungeon.
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Actually, the only thing that looks like it belongs in a castle is the creepy candlestick on Dr. Ackula’s desk. It sits next to our class pet.

Yep, Dr. Ackula doesn’t have a normal class pet like a hamster. Our class pet lives in a cage that is always covered.

In fact, none of us have ever seen what kind of animal is under there.

Whatever it is, it sleeps all the time—even through all our class noise. But if anyone gets near the cage, Dr. Ackula tells us not to disturb his friend.

It is all too weird.

Another thing that makes our teacher different is if our class gets too loud, he never turns off the lights like normal teachers. Oh no.
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He just hisses the hissiest hiss you’ve ever heard! Sounds silly, but it sends shivers down our spines, and we quiet down faster than fast.

And that day, with five minutes left in school, Dr. Ackula hissed and everyone stopped talking.
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“Now that I have your attention,” he said, “I have an announcement. Tonight you will each work on a special homework project. And it’s due tomorrow.”
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