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	The Jewish people and the Jewish State of Israel are the West’s frontline strongholds in the battle against Islamist terrorism and destructive wokeism.
  

	With Israel and Civilization, columnist, prominent commentator, and legal scholar Josh Hammer launches an audacious manifesto declaring that the fate of Western civilization hinges on the enduring strength of the Jewish people and the State of Israel. He argues for a realist US foreign policy and a tight-knit US–Israel relationship. While voices advocating against the Jewish people and the Jewish state are ascendant, Hammer combats this ancient scourge by sounding a defi ant call to enthusiastically embrace the centrality of Judaism to Western civilization itself.
  

	October 7, 2023, was an incredibly traumatic day for the Jewish people. Yet the anti-Israel reactions the world over have been equally devastating, threatening the physical and metaphysical survival of the West and its Judeo-Christian heritage. Hammer’s upli_ ing off ense is our best defense, and as he makes clear, manifesting the promise of Israel requires a grand alliance: namely, Jews who stand fi rm and Christians who recognize the civilizational foundations they have built on.
  

	Preserving the best of what history has off ered—and ensuring future centuries prosper from its wisdom—requires a West that is proud of its unique foundation and traditions. Israel is the epicenter of the battle between darkness and light, and Israel and Civilization explains why and how the Jewish people and the Jewish state must prevail. 
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	Josh Hammer is senior editor-at-large of Newsweek, a syndicated columnist, and a fellow with the Edmund Burke Foundation and the Palm Beach Freedom Institute. He also hosts The Josh Hammer Show, a Newsweek podcast and syndicated radio show. A frequent pundit and essayist on political, legal, and cultural issues, Josh is a constitutional attorney by training and also serves as senior counsel for the Article III Project.
  

	Josh has been published by the Los Angeles Times, the New York Post, the Daily Mail, National Review, First Things, National Affai rs, the Claremont Review of Books, The New Criterion, Tablet Magazine, Deseret Magazine, The Spectator, The Times of Israel, and The Forward. His legal scholarship has been published by the Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy and the University of St. Thomas Law Journal. He is a college campus speaker through Young America’s Foundation and the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, and he is a law school campus speaker through the Federalist Society.
  

	Josh graduated from Duke University, where he majored in economics, and from the University of Chicago Law School. He lives in Florida with his wife, Shir, and their daughter, Esther. 
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	praise for


	Israel and Civilization


	“Josh Hammer is a brilliant thinker and an extraordinarily lucid writer. In his new book, he shows just why battles far away in the Middle East go straight to the heart of the battles at the root of Western civilization—and why Israel is the representative of the West in those battles. A must-read.”


	—ben shapiro


	“This book makes a clear and compelling case that American national security interests are deeply tied to the strength of Israel and the US–Israel alliance, and indeed that the survival of the Jewish state is critical to the fate of Western civilization. Hammer provides a perspective that will resonate with a wide range of readers, from scholars familiar with the foundations of the Judeo-Christian West to those newly exploring these ideas. Israel and Civilization comes at a pivotal moment and is essential reading for anyone seeking to confront these urgent challenges.”


	—senator ted cruz


	“In his new book, Israel and Civilization, Josh Hammer provides an in-depth and thought-provoking exploration of the enduring struggle to preserve the values that have shaped the modern world. It encapsulates the importance of Israel’s fight for existence as part of a broader battle to preserve the Judeo-Christian values at the heart of America’s founding. In today’s tumultuous world, it is more important than ever for the United States and Israel to stand strong in the fight against the hegemonic forces of wokeism, Islamism, and global neoliberalism that threaten Western civilization, and to preserve freedom for future generations.”


	—governor ron desantis


	“Josh Hammer’s book Israel and Civilization is an extraordinary accomplishment from beginning to end. Hammer makes an overwhelming case that Judaism, based on God’s word known through the Torah, scholarly treatises of old, and ancient history, is essential to the acknowledgement and embrace of eternal truths, right reason, and morality, and, as a result, gave birth to Western civilization and the civil society. He explains that man’s ‘creation in God’s image’ is about living a good, righteous, and faithful life in support of community and individual fulfillment. And he discusses the inextricable link between Judaism and Christianity and Judeo-Christian values. But this is not what one might consider a religious book per se. Hammer takes on much more.


	“Hammer emotionally describes how Jews have suffered so horribly through the ages, noting his own visits to the gas chambers of Europe and the killing fields of October 7. He writes about the present-day explosion of anti-Semitism and violence against Jews throughout the Western world, including the United States. And here is where this excellent book is at its most profound: Through several chapters, Hammer comprehensively explains that as Judaism and the Jewish people go, so goes the rest of the West. What we are witnessing and experiencing, writes Hammer, is the degradation of and, if we do not act, ultimately the dissolution of the West as we know it. This is why Israel, and the Jewish people, are facing such an outbreak of terror. They are the point of the spear. And their fight is, as Hammer states, the battle of and for Western civilization and the values and beliefs that undergird it. The State of Israel’s survival is essential not only to the Jewish people but the rest of the free world. Rather than turning on Israel, Western governments should be providing their full support—for their own sake—and putting down the rise of anti-Jewish hate and violence in their own countries. Hammer emphasizes that the US–Israel and Jewish–Christian alliances are imperative to saving the West.


	“I have barely touched the surface of Israel and Civilization. It is a superb book. I urge you to read it to the end and then share it.”


	—mark levin


	“A Christian who disregards his connection to the land and people of Israel saws off the branch of the tree on which he sits. Jew or Christian, believer or unbeliever, the beauty of our Western way of life is inseparably linked to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Josh Hammer makes this case clearly and with a love of God and country that should inspire every defender of America to think twice before falling prey to the rising tides of anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism.”


	—glenn beck


	“The United States has one firm ally in the Middle East: Israel. Understanding this alliance and its role in the West’s survival is paramount. Josh Hammer expertly explains the historical importance and future implications of this partnership and the impact it will have on future generations.”


	—dana loesch


	“Josh Hammer’s Israel and Civilization is the best ‘back to Judaism’ book I’ve read in many years. With the failure of Enlightenment rationalism as his backdrop, Hammer tells the compelling story of his own return to God and Orthodox Jewish observance. En route, he shows how Torah and mitzvot are the key to a spiritually centered life for every Jew, whether in Israel or the Diaspora. But he also has a message for Christians—whose road to national restoration must bring them to a renewed encounter with the foundational texts of Judaism.”


	—yoram hazony


	“Josh Hammer is one of the most brilliant people in the entire conservative movement.”


	—liz wheeler
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	To my daughter, Esther—may she be 
a Maccabee of her own day.
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	1


	Our Perilous Moment


	“Though I walk in the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff—they will comfort me.”


	—psalms 231


	I’ll never forget pulling up to Treblinka. It was my first time in Poland. We had driven up from Warsaw after a tour of the Warsaw Ghetto that same day. Treblinka is a tiny town, removed from the main highway and with a population of just a few hundred people. Other than a small green sign on the side of the road, easy to miss if you’re not paying close attention, there is no indication that you have even entered a village where some of the most unspeakable evils in human history took place. But once we passed the sign and drove by the homes and farmhouses, I was overcome by the same thought, repeating itself ad nauseam: These people knew—and they did nothing.


	We wound our way across the remote village, zigzagging tree-lined rural roads before arriving at our destination: the notorious Treblinka extermination camp. Almost one million Jews were murdered in this camp’s gas chambers over its fifteen-month operational history from 1943 to 1944, making it the second-deadliest of all the Nazi camps after Auschwitz-Birkenau. I had been trying to steel myself for the tide of emotions that I knew would swirl to the surface once we arrived. But such mental and emotional preparation proved futile.


	We were alone there that day—just me and two friends, the heavens above, and the memories of all those who perished in this hellish place during the most systematic genocide in human history. By the time we reached the parallel concrete blocks marking the old railway of death from the Warsaw Ghetto, my eyes were welling up with tears. We slowly advanced across the Treblinka killing field, with one of my friends, a man who has led countless tours of the camps for visiting foreign delegations, telling us stories of some of those murdered there by the Nazis.


	Eventually, I reached the memorial for the Nazis’ cremation pits. I tried to say a prayer for the deceased, but I could barely do so through the tears. I took a rock from a pathway and took it home with me. To this day, that rock sits next to me in my office—right beside a slightly larger rock, which was given to me some years ago in Jerusalem by a rabbi who said he smuggled it out of the Auschwitz crematorium. Some people tell me they think it’s weird that I work every day with those rocks right on my desk, but they ground me and remind me who I am.


	My time at Treblinka felt like an out-of-body experience. I was physically there but was weighed down by the most searing anger and acute sadness I had ever experienced in my life. We stopped at a gas station convenience store along the Polish highway on the way back to Warsaw. The two friends I was with bantered to try to lighten the mood, lighting up cigarettes to further decompress. I had no words to contribute and I’m not a smoker either, so instead I allowed myself to get lost in my own rapidly racing thoughts. How did this happen? How did the world allow it to happen? Do young people today know about what happened here? Most important, do they even care?


	It would be a few years until I felt precisely that same combustible mix of emotions—disbelief, abandonment, debilitating forlornness, righteous indignation—and found myself asking the same painful questions all over again. That time, I wasn’t in the former extermination camp of Treblinka, Poland; I was in the former kibbutz of Kfar Aza, Israel, three months after the deadliest single day for the Jewish people since the Holocaust.


	Kfar Aza was actually our group’s third stop on January 9, 2024. We had stopped earlier that day in Ofakim and Sderot, cities that had been savagely attacked by Hamas jihadists during the pogrom that changed the world on October 7, 2023. My brother-in-law, who lives in nearby Netivot, met me that morning in Sderot. Since Hamas had won a bloody Palestinian–Arab civil war over Fatah in 2007 and established its iron fist rule in the Gaza Strip, it is likely that no Israeli town has suffered more than Sderot. Located less than a mile from Gaza, Sderot has endured incessant rocket fire from Hamas and its chief Islamist rival in the Strip, Palestinian Islamic Jihad. On October 7, Sderot was the site of a ferocious firefight against Hamas at the local police station.


	Netivot, which was remarkably spared by Hamas’s barbaric jihad on October 7, is only about six miles from Sderot. My brother-in-law is thus accustomed to hearing regular thunderous noises and watching Israel’s miraculous Iron Dome missile defense system intercept indiscriminately fired Hamas rockets in midair—and then having to explain it all to his four young children. “The Arabs are putting on a firework show for us,” he will sometimes quip. No one can deny the Jewish people’s finely honed sense of gallows humor.


	My brother-in-law is a religious man, so he does not struggle with the question of theodicy; like most great religions, Judaism has its own clear answers to the ever-lurking conundrum of why bad things happen to good and innocent people. But when I saw him that morning in Sderot and told him that my group was next going to Kfar Aza, my brother-in-law looked back at me blankly. I knew exactly what he was thinking: Why? Are you prepared for the toll this is going to take on your “neshama”—your soul?


	I thought I was. But I was wrong. I had never seen anything like Kfar Aza in my life. The kibbutz, which is situated on the physical border fence with Gaza, was one of the hardest hit communities during the Simchat Torah Massacre of 2023. As in numerous other towns in the broader Gaza Envelope, dozens and dozens of Israelis in Kfar Aza were slaughtered on that fateful day by infiltrating Hamas jihadists in the most gruesome, sadistic, Nazi-esque ways imaginable.


	Walking around the kibbutz barely three months later, one could practically still smell the haunting stench of death. Entire rows of homes looked like they had been blown up with bombs. There were stray bullet holes everywhere. Mattresses, doorframes, kitchen utensils, and children’s toys were strewn about all over. The Israel Defense Forces had marked the homes according to who was either murdered or taken hostage. The accompanying photos of the young men and women—as with those we saw later that day in Re’im, site of the ill-fated Nova music festival—stared back at me, piercing my soul. These were young people—they had so much still to live for.


	The IDF permitted us to go into one home, with the permission of the relatives of the deceased. On the wall of the home, you could see where the army had wiped away the murdered couple’s blood; posted nearby was a large printout of the couple’s harrowing last-ever WhatsApp conversation. Bullet holes were everywhere; household items were all over the floor, the whole house left undisturbed by the IDF as an enduring memory and tribute.


	As I neared the end of my time in Kfar Aza, I was as despondent as I could ever remember being—my heart shattered. I thought back to my time at Treblinka a few years prior, and the same troubling questions came back with a vengeance. How did this happen? How did the world allow it to happen? Do young people today know about what happened here? Most important, do they even care?


	Out of nowhere, I was awakened from my stupor by a surprisingly mellifluous sound: men singing and playing guitar. I walked toward the sound, and lo and behold, there were two Haredi (“ultra-Orthodox,” in the tendentious words of most Western media) Jewish men strumming along and singing cheery tunes. Perhaps even more impressive, they were smiling while doing so. Some people from our group, along with those from the other groups there, formed an impromptu circle, putting our arms around each other and singing while swaying side to side. There were many IDF soldiers touring Kfar Aza on that day, and some of them also came over and joined. It was an incredibly powerful and moving moment, and I was fighting back tears the whole time.


	I’m not sure that I could have dreamed up a more perfect encapsulation of the Jewish people and the Jewish spirit. In that moment, I was reminded of the comforting words of Psalm 23: “Though I walk in the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff—they will comfort me.”2 And above all, I thought of one of our people’s refrains, three words that have defined our very essence amid countless oppressors’ attempts to kill us throughout the generations: Am Yisrael Chai—the people of Israel live.3


	It is difficult, perhaps impossible, to overstate the significance of the Simchat Torah Massacre of October 7, 2023. The gruesome and unbearable stories—babies decapitated in their cribs, Holocaust survivors shot execution-style in their homes, mass rapes and sexual crimes committed against women—shocked the Israeli public and the global Jewish Diaspora to their core. In total, roughly 1,200 Israelis were killed, many thousands more were wounded, and 247 were taken hostage back to Gaza. The IDF compiled a highly graphic forty-seven-minute video that documents some of the worst Hamas atrocities committed on that most horrifying of days. I still have not watched it. I saw all I needed to see in Kfar Aza and Re’im. And too many rabbis have said that the urge to watch the video must be resisted, lest the viewer risk permanent damage to his soul.


	The Simchat Torah Massacre of October 7, 2023, shattered many illusions in Israel. It exposed the tragic, fatal conceit of those in the Israeli military, security, and intelligence establishments who believed that Hamas had somehow moderated since its 1988 organizational charter, which explicitly states that “our struggle against the Jews is very great and very serious” and that Hamas “should be supported by more and more squadrons from this vast Arab and Islamic world, until the enemy is vanquished and Allah’s victory is realized.”4 (It turns out Hamas really does have no higher purpose than slaughtering Jews.) October 7 also laid bare the foolishness of those who thought peace could be purchased with economic inducements, such as monthly payments to Gaza from Qatar and work permits granted to Gazans by Israel. (It turns out that money just made Hamas rich, and that Gazans used the permits to scope out where to massacre.) And it revealed that Israel’s highly touted intelligence capabilities are not anywhere near as good as many had thought.


	October 7 also exposed, most fundamentally, the overarching failure of the State of Israel to fulfill its preeminent task: keep Jews safe and ensure “Never Again” actually means Never Again. As former Israeli ambassador to the US Michael Oren put it two weeks later, “In every essential area the state [of Israel] fell short” during the Simchat Torah Massacre.5 Many questioned the viability of Zionism itself in ways that few had done since the Yom Kippur War of 1973—the last major surprise Arab incursion into Israel, occurring almost exactly a half-century earlier and on a different Jewish holiday. Seventy-five years after David Ben-Gurion declared Israel’s independence, had it really come to this?


	But however horrific the details of the Simchat Torah Massacre were, and despite all the existential soul-searching that went on in Israel, it was the apathetic—and sometimes outright hostile—immediate reaction of the “civilized” world to the pogrom that rocked Jews living all over the globe. The catastrophic event did not merely shock and destabilize the modern State of Israel, but it also shocked and destabilized all of global Jewry—Am Yisrael, the Jewish people and collective Jewish nation, or simply “Israel” as that term will sometimes be used throughout this book.


	Almost immediately, the corridors of high society and elite power discounted the atrocities of October 7, throwing the Jews under the bus and sometimes even blaming them for their own rapes and murders. There was the infamous statement from thirty-four Harvard University student groups “hold[ing] the Israeli regime entirely responsible for all unfolding violence.”6 There were the chants on the steps of the Sydney Opera House to “gas the Jews.”7 There were the Jewish students at prestigious Cooper Union in New York City who were literally locked into a school library while pro-Palestinian agitators chanted and banged on the doors outside.8 There was the Jewish man tragically killed by a Palestinian supporter at dueling rallies in California.9 There were the countless examples of Jews being verbally abused or physically assaulted for no other reason whatsoever other than the fact that they were Jewish.


	There was the time in November 2023 when I was personally shouted down by a pro-Hamas mob for about forty minutes at the University of Michigan10—all while university administrators and campus police stood on the sidelines doing nothing, in violation of my First Amendment rights.11 There was the time in October 2024 when I was protested by another student jihadi mob at Loyola University Chicago School of Law and needed two plainclothes officers and a squad car for safe evacuation—from an event about constitutional law, having nothing to do with Israel.12 And there was the infamous congressional hearing in early December 2023 wherein the presidents of Harvard University, the University of Pennsylvania, and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology refused to plainly condemn calls for the genocide of the Jewish people on their university campuses.13 Instead, the “elite” university presidents infamously testified that the moral or legal permissibility of calls for Jewish genocide was situational—that it “depends on the context.” The Jewish people, the single most persecuted people in human history, are ironically the only ones for whom the appropriateness of genocide incitement “depends on the context.”


	There was America’s national day of pro-Hamas anarchic rage on April 15, 2024, during which terrorism supporters and sympathizers shut down the Golden Gate Bridge, blocked the entrance to Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport, and wreaked havoc elsewhere from coast to coast.14 That same week, which also saw the president of Columbia University called before Congress to answer for the fact that her school is regularly ranked as one of the most anti-Semitic institutions of higher education in America,15 terrifying pro-Hamas/anti-Jewish demonstrations rocked Columbia’s New York City campus, leading to hundreds of arrests, violent occupations of academic buildings, and even standoffs with police in riot gear.16 Sadly, none of the arrested young jihadists were ultimately prosecuted.


	These so-called “protesters” were not advocating for a “two-state solution” and the establishment of an independent Arab state in Judea and Samaria; they were openly clamoring for Tel Aviv to be “burned to the ground”17 and taunting pro-Israel counter-protesters as “al-Qassam’s next targets.”18 The al-Qassam Brigades are among Hamas’s most notorious military forces and are functionally indistinguishable from ISIS or al-Qaeda. At Princeton University, the top-ranked national university most years in U.S. News & World Report’s influential annual rankings, guitar-strumming students unfurled the flag of the Iranian proxy Shiite jihadist outfit Hezbollah.19 (That would be the same Hezbollah, incidentally, that murdered twelve Druze children in cold blood while they were playing recreational soccer in Israel’s Golan Heights on July 27, 2024.) At the University of California, Los Angeles, many Jewish students were blocked from entering campus by a frothing pro-Hamas student mob because they would not denounce their own religion—something a federal judge would describe, a few months later, as “unimaginable” and “abhorrent to our constitutional guarantee of religious freedom.”20


	Speaking of Los Angeles, on June 23, 2024, the well-known predominantly Jewish neighborhood of Pico-Robertson suffered an actual anti-Jewish pogrom. Hamas supporters and other apologists for murderous jihad swarmed Adas Torah, a popular Orthodox synagogue in the area, in order to block congregants (and the general public) from entering to hear a speaker who was visiting that day to discuss potential residential property sales in Israel. As the Hamasniks blocked both car and foot traffic, chanting the typical Nazi-esque exterminationist slogans of “from the river to the sea, Palestine shall be free” and “long live intifada,” congregants and other curious Angelenos were forced to use the synagogue’s back entrance. Both concurrently and after the event’s conclusion, Hamas supporters went block by block, looting local Jewish-owned businesses and instigating violent altercations with local Jews and Israel supporters. At least one bystander holding an Israeli flag was brutally beaten and bloodied.


	The June 2024 Pico-Robertson pogrom followed the November 2023 murder, in nearby Ventura County, California, of Jewish pro-Israel advocate Paul Kessler at the hands of a pro-Palestinian rioter. Yet again, no perpetrator in either instance (Kessler’s murder and the 2024 pogrom) was arrested and prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. If there is one lesson to take away, as tragic (though historically familiar) as it may be, it is that Jewish blood is cheap. And it is perhaps doubly cheap when the underlying anti-Semitic conduct occurs in a far-left jurisdiction, where there is a reflexive disinclination to prosecute the scoundrels the media sanitizes as mere “protesters.”21 Anti-Semitic rioters know they all too often get a pass from today’s “progressive” prosecutors, who, at the federal and local level alike, conform their actions (and non-actions) to prevailing woke orthodoxies.22 This is tragic for the rule of law, and especially tragic for American Jews.


	On July 24, 2024, the same day that Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu gave a stirring address to a joint session of Congress in which he argued to an American audience that “our enemies are your enemies, our fight is your fight, and our victory will be your victory,” keffiyeh-clad pro-Hamas mobs swarmed and ransacked America’s capital by the thousands.23 Congregating in large part outside Washington, DC’s Union Station train depot, the radicals burned American flags while chanting “Allahu Akbar,” tore down other American flags and replaced them with the terrorist flag of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), flew the flags of Foreign Terrorist Organizations (Hamas and Hezbollah), assaulted innocent bystanders and police officers (including those who sought to protect the desecrated American flags), vandalized public monuments by spray-painting “Hamas is comin’,” outright called at times for the genocide of the Jews, and assaulted US Park Police. Later that same week, we learned that all charges against the pro-Hamas rioters who assaulted police during the Union Station riot were dropped. Just as in California, in New York City, and elsewhere, anti-Jewish incitement and Jewish blood alike were proven cheap.


	These dutiful Western foot soldiers for murderous Islamism bear a rather ghoulish resemblance to last century’s Hitler Youth.24 Those yearning for Hezbollah’s jackboot and chanting “We are Hamas” and “Long live Hamas” just a few months after the single deadliest day for the Jewish people since the defeat of Nazi Germany would have felt right at home in Berlin in 1938.25 As we know from the Book of Ecclesiastes: “What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun.”26 For the Jews, alas, it has always been thus. Today’s Hamasniks are the modern-day incarnation of Hitler’s Brownshirts; the terrorist flag of Yasser Arafat’s PLO is the new Nazi swastika.


	Overall, anti-Semitic incidents in the United States and throughout Europe massively surged in the months following October 7, 2023.27 These incidents were perpetrated by “Iran’s useful idiots,” to again borrow from Netanyahu’s July 24, 2024, speech to Congress.28 The perpetrators’ goal, moreover, was, and remains, not merely the destruction of the modern Jewish State of Israel or the Jewish people. As the ceaseless burnings of the American flag and defacing of historic American statues has demonstrated, the goal was, and remains, nothing less than the end of America and the destruction of Western civilization itself.


	Those trying months following the October 7 pogrom shone the brightest possible spotlight on the truly radical state of American higher education—especially at its so-called “leading” or most “prestigious” institutions. The drift of American colleges and universities away from a pedagogical emphasis on traditional Western values has been a very long time in the making. William F. Buckley Jr. documented this transformation in the Ivy League way back in 1951,29 and the metastasis was certainly well underway by the time of the 1960s-era campus radicals and the concomitant rise in influence of many leading Frankfurt School intellectuals.30 By now, in the 2020s, it is shockingly obvious that something—truly, many things—has gone very, very wrong in American higher education.


	Overall, the pro-Hamas campus insanity of 2023–2024 can best be understood as the chickens of a uniquely toxic stew finally coming home to roost: decades of academic and pedagogical radicalism peddling pseudoscientific piffle under the veneer of “critical theory,” disastrous neoliberal immigration policy that has invariably treated human beings from incompatible foreign cultures as mere widgets in an economic marketplace, discriminatory and racist affirmative action policies in higher education admissions, and a broader crisis of meaning and increased nihilism in America’s younger generations.


	And it is all in support of a cause, the so-called “Palestinian” cause,31 that first emerged in its modern form in the mid-twentieth century as a Kremlin information operation aiming to destabilize American interests on the geopolitical chessboard, and whose entire raison d’être is subjugationist anti-Jewish annihilationism in the Jewish people’s ancestral and eternal homeland. Indeed, Hamas’s misanthropic supporters throughout Western urban enclaves are correct about at least one thing: The atrocities of October 7, 2023—beheading Jewish babies, shooting Jewish Holocaust survivors execution-style, raping Jewish women, and so forth—were an authentic representation of what the “Palestinian cause” looks like in practice. Give the “We are Hamas” crowd credit for honesty: Unlike those who pathetically insist that Hamas “does not represent the Palestinian people,” such as President Joe Biden,32 the open Hamas supporters at least recognize that there is no real daylight between the savage butchers of Hamas and the “Palestinian” cause as it has existed for a century.33


	Nor has the problem of ascendant Jew-hatred and the concomitant flirtation with jihadist evil, sadly, been limited to the cloistered ivory tower professoriate and impressionable young left-wing radicals always on the hunt for a new faux-moralistic crusade to fill the spiritual void. The American Right, which for most of my lifetime had been a reliable wellspring of philo-Semitic and pro-Israel sentiment, also emerged from the ashes of the October 7 pogrom deeply divided about the proper role of the Jewish people and the Jewish state within the broader right-of-center fold—and, by extension, within Western civilization itself.


	De-Christianized younger conservatives, some of whom trafficked in the neo-Nietzschean fare of the popular pseudonymous writer “Bronze Age Pervert,” took to asking about the “Jewish question” in the far corners of social media discourse. Many leading right-of-center commentators, such as Candace Owens and Tucker Carlson, immediately took hostile positions toward the Jewish state’s post–October 7 military incursion in Gaza. Owens, before she was fired from the Daily Wire, “liked” a social media post endorsing the classic medieval blood libel—the libel that led to countless anti-Jewish pogroms in the heart of Europe. In the months following her firing, she doubled down repeatedly by dabbling in the most sordid and crass strands of Jew-hatred imaginable—including peddling 9/11 “truther” conspiracy theories alleging Israeli complicity and smearing the late, internationally renowned, and widely beloved leader of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, as a “racist” and “Jewish supremacist.”


	Some of Owens’s like-minded confrères, including Carlson, fanned the flames of anti-Semitism in the aftermath of the Simchat Torah Massacre by openly questioning the American patriotism of those political commentators (such as the conspicuously Jewish Ben Shapiro) who made a habit of frequently discussing and analyzing the war against Hamas.34 Later in 2024, Carlson platformed on his show an amateurish pseudo-historian, whom he lauded as the “best and most honest popular historian in the United States,” who nonchalantly described Winston Churchill as the “arch-villain” of World War II for Carlson’s large audience. Indeed, that same so-called “historian,” Darryl Cooper, has previously speculated that Adolf Hitler, who apparently merely sought “an acceptable solution to the Jewish problem,” is in heaven. Such talk is obviously repulsive and condemnable, but it is representative of a growing strain of thought on the nominal Right.


	The cumulative effect of the Western response to the Simchat Torah Massacre of October 7, 2023, and the ensuing war in Gaza was nothing less than mind-blowing. As no less prominent a Jewish American than comedian Jerry Seinfeld told GQ, “Every Jewish person I know was surprised by how hostile the reaction was.”35 Virtually every Jew I know, and with whom I have spoken about such matters, would broadly agree with that sentiment. One close Jewish friend described those difficult months following the Simchat Torah Massacre as a situation where “we can feel the tectonic plates shifting under our feet but are powerless to stop it.”


	Although it took some time for the grim reality to set in, the ubiquity, variety, and volume of the anti-Semitic eruptions during those dark months after October 7 made clear that the decades-long “Golden Age of American Jews” was all but over.36 The era of knee-jerk, reflexive American (and Western) support for Jewish civil rights in the Diaspora and Jewish nationalism in the Jewish people’s ancestral homeland, which had emerged from those same ashes of the Holocaust that brought me to tears in Treblinka, had come to a crashing halt. Am Yisrael, the global Jewish nation inside and outside Eretz Yisrael, the Land of Israel, found itself fighting for acceptance and legitimacy in the eyes of the “civilized” world yet again.


	Less than a century after the most industrialized and systematic genocide in recorded human history, and seventy-five years after the miraculous rebirth of Jewish sovereignty in the Land of Israel (following nearly two millennia of exile), Jews were once again forced to endure a tide of the world’s oldest and most intractable form of bigotry. The words of the Haggadah, which Jews read every year during the Passover Seder, are perhaps a source of comfort and succor during such times: “This is what has stood by our fathers and us! For not just one alone has risen against us to destroy us, but in every generation they rise against us to destroy us; and the Holy One, blessed be He, saves us from their hand!”37 And so it has been ever since God’s first promises to Abraham in the Book of Genesis.38


	But taking intellectual and theological comfort in the eternal nature of this truth—even knowing with every fiber of one’s being and every morsel of one’s emunah39 that God loves His nation Israel and will never abandon it—is not the same as feeling personally secure or content on any given day. For my generation of Jews, who came of age during the “Golden Age” of American Jewish life,40 our perilous new reality has been difficult to process and accept—both in the abstract and in the practical realities of everyday life.


	The truth is that the explosion of anti-Semitism in the aftermath of the Simchat Torah Massacre actually says very little about the Jewish people and the Jewish State of Israel. But it says a lot, on the other hand, about the ailing, sordid state of America and the broader West. Outbursts of anti-Semitism, from time immemorial, are not about the Jews themselves. Rather, such outbursts are invariably symptomatic of a more sweeping and debilitating societal rot. That is not, of course, to suggest that no Jew anywhere has ever done anything that is wrong and deserving of rebuke. Such a suggestion would be ludicrous, and I know this from ample personal experience. When I debated the well-known Jewish leftist Peter Beinart on the Israeli–Palestinian conflict in 2021, to give but one example, I certainly witnessed firsthand a lot that was very wrong and deserving of strong rebuke!41


	But this is missing the point. Individual Jews, just like individuals of any subgroup, have of course done any number of bad things over the course of recorded history. The Jews, however, are a tiny nation: roughly 0.2 percent of the global population. Even in the United States, which has by far the largest Jewish population in the world outside the State of Israel, Jews comprise at most 2 to 2.5 percent of the adult population.42 (There is, in fact, ample reason for believing the percentage may be considerably smaller than even this: Non-Orthodox American Jews, tragically, have skyrocketing rates of intermarriage, and pollsters must necessarily rely on respondents’ subjective attestations that they are “Jewish,” notwithstanding the fact they may not actually be Jewish under Jewish law.)


	The simple mathematical reality is that, outside of the various historical iterations of sovereign Jewish states in the Land of Israel (including the modern State of Israel), the Jews have probably never comprised a statistically significant enough proportion of any national population to be able to alter a society’s trajectory on their own. And this, of course, even assumes that the Jews in a certain area magically all agreed on a given pressing issue—something even a cursory familiarity with the great rabbinical debates of the Talmud or an awareness of the well-known “two Jews, three opinions” meme would reveal as assuredly impossible.


	Instead, what history has shown us time and again is that when things start to go south in a given society, the Jews are typically the first scapegoats. Anti-Semitism is the shape-shifting chameleon of bigotries, constantly warping and transmuting to fit the malady of the day. And in American and Western society after the pogrom of October 7, 2023, the explosive rise of Jew-hatred has had extraordinarily little to do with Israel’s righteous and restrained prosecution of its defensive war in Gaza against genocidal Hamas terrorists. John Spencer, chair of urban warfare studies at the Modern War Institute at West Point, described Israel’s post–October 7 war in Gaza as establishing a “historically low” 1:1.5 combatant-to-civilian death ratio for “modern urban warfare”—well below the already-exemplary 1:2.5 ratio the United States itself attained during the 2016–2017 Battle of Mosul.43


	Rather, the reemergence of the world’s oldest hatred is a crass manifestation of pent-up rage stemming from a toxic brew of factors collectively wreaking havoc upon the Millennial and Gen Z generations: the decreased authority of religious institutions and declining church/synagogue attendance and membership; the supply-side suffusion of lethal drugs and increased demand for them due to collapsing families and shoddy parenting; personal and civilizational self-hatred due to decades of indoctrination at the hands of morally bankrupt pedagogy; massively destabilizing long-term immigration trends and the willful importation of foreigners from adversarial or hostile cultures who do not share traditional Western values; the offshoring of American manufacturing and the willful sacrifice of large swaths of American industry; the metastasis of Big Tech and its suffocating and addiction-inducing algorithms; and the rise in depression and suicidal ideation that tragically spawn from all of this.


	This ghastly stew, and not any specific tactical frustration with the Israel Defense Forces’ prosecution of its war effort against the Hamas jihadist outfit in Gaza following October 7, 2023, is what is to blame for the historical outbursts of anti-Semitism that followed that dark day throughout America and much of the developed Western world. The so-called “protesters” are not ultimately concerned about Israel. Their ultimate frustration, and their ultimate enemy, is the United States of America and Western civilization itself. Sometimes they even let the mask slip and make this point explicitly. Pamphleteers at the University of Michigan distributed literature saying that “Freedom for Palestine means death to America,” for instance, and aspiring jihadists at Columbia University called to “eradicate America as we know it.”44


	Perhaps most evocative, George Washington University’s own on-campus Gaza “encampment” projected flames onto a large American flag with text reading, “GAZA LIGHTS THE SPARK THAT WILL SET THE EMPIRE ABLAZE.”45 As the ever-perceptive activist and author Christopher F. Rufo commented, “This is the point: the radical Left sees Israel as the small oppressor and America as the great oppressor. The protestors are not Islamists, but, rather, see Islamism as a useful accelerant in their campaign to ‘set the empire ablaze.’”46


	Give the anti-American, anti–Western civilization jackals some credit for their candor, no matter how morbid such candor may be. It is ultimately up to the American people and our fellow citizens of the West to use our ears to hear and our eyes to see what is now so clearly right before us—and, even more importantly, to formulate an appropriate response to our hostile civilizational takeover.


	At this point, let’s pause and take a step back.


	This book is about far more than the October 7, 2023, Hamas massacre in Israel. It is about far more than modern Islamism’s sprawling war on the West through all its menacing tentacles—the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Muslim Brotherhood, the Islamic State, and so forth.


	The unfortunate reality is that the Simchat Torah Massacre struck the State of Israel and global anti-Semitism skyrocketed at a time when Western civilization was tragically ill-informed and unsure of what exactly it even stands for—and therefore uniquely ill-situated to muster the fortitude to man the ramparts (be they proverbial or literal) to defend our people and our way of life from those who seek to subjugate and destroy it. This book, in short, must necessarily be about far more than Islamism’s war on Israel and the West because the twenty-first-century West’s debilitating decadence and crushing lack of civilizational confidence (or even self-awareness) requires a much deeper and more profound level of introspection and sophistication.


	Let us begin our journey here: Thus far, I have been assuming that the mass Hamas assault on Israeli civilians on October 7, 2023, was indeed evil. For that matter, one might suggest that the visceral emotional reaction I experienced at Treblinka arose from an assumption that the Holocaust itself was a profoundly, and uniquely, evil event. Perhaps this seems obvious—indeed, it should. But let us suppose, if only for the sake of argument, that it may not be obvious.


	So, before venturing any further, it is important to set some basic moral parameters and ask: On what specific ethical, philosophical, and moral grounds do we know that murder—let alone mass murder—is wrong? On what specific basis was Hamas wrong to commit such atrocities on October 7, 2023, against the Jewish people and the Jewish State of Israel? On what basis, for that matter, was Hitler wrong to murder the vast majority of European Jewry? How can we claim to possess not merely natural intuition, but objective knowledge of the inherent wrongness of the anti-Semites’ murderous actions against the modern State of Israel and the global Jewish nation of Israel?


	The truth is that matters of right and wrong, and other closely related basic conceptions of Western morality, are often either taken for granted or lost upon us. There is at least one clear reason for this: We, as Americans and as Westerners more broadly, fail to recognize the novel and indispensable contributions of the Jewish people and the Jewish nation—the original People of the Book, the broader nation of Israel—that today remain the moral pillars, ethical frameworks, and legal foundation of the Judeo-Christian West. It is no mere coincidence that, as Western civilizational self-respect, cultural self-esteem, and Westerners’ basic knowledge of their own heritage have all declined, the Jewish people have been increasingly abandoned—at times even anathematized. And where Jews are abandoned and anathematized by secularists, Islamists, and interlopers, Christians are never far behind.


	It is imperative that contemporary young Americans—indeed, all contemporary young Westerners—fall in love with their own civilization again. A concrete society, culture, or civilization cannot long endure, after all, unless it first knows what exactly it is, knows what exactly it stands for, and knows why exactly that self-conception, identity, purpose, and mission is valuable, merited, and worth defending and preserving against those who seek to harm or destroy it. There is a sequential reasoning process that can only have one logical point of origin: What is “Western civilization,” as we use the term today? When, where, how, and why did “Western civilization,” as we now know it, begin?


	The simple truth is that what we today call “Western civilization” is the broader Judeo-Christian order. And it all began at Mount Sinai, with God’s revelation to the Israelites and the formation of Israel as the particular Jewish nation. One cannot comprehend anything about Western morality, ethics, or law without first coming to understand the earth-shattering, eternal significance of God’s revelation to the incipient nation of Israel at Mount Sinai. For believers and nonbelievers alike, it is impossible to intuit the unadulterated evil of the Holocaust, the Simchat Torah Massacre, and all the deeply anti-Semitic destruction that followed that terrible pogrom without first understanding the very foundational pillars of the West.


	It is therefore to the origins of Western civilization that I will next turn.




	2


	The People of the Book and the West


	“And now, if you obey Me and keep My covenant, you shall be to Me a treasure out of all peoples, for Mine is the entire earth. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of princes and a holy nation.”


	—Exodus 19:5–61


	Law had, of course, existed prior to God’s history-altering revelation to the Israelites at Mount Sinai. Hammurabi’s Code is perhaps the most famous of the ancient pagan bodies of law, but there were plenty of others, as well. The difference between these bodies of law and the Law of Moses, as revealed by God Himself to an estimated millions of newly emancipated Jews,2 is that the giving of the Law of Moses and the concomitant formation of the nation of Israel take place in the context of Divine Revelation.


	The Law of Moses would go on to become the undisputed bedrock of Western legal codes, Western ethics, and in many ways Western political theory,3 as I will discuss further. But for present purposes, I will focus on the epistemological and teleological significance of the Divine Revelation at Sinai.


	The very idea of a divinely ordained code of law, conduct, and morality—given by a monotheistic God to His chosen people—remains unprecedented in the entire history of mankind. In transmitting His Torah, His law, and His wisdom to the nascent Israelite nation, God solidified and reified one of the foundational claims of the Genesis story: namely, that God “created Man in His image; in the image of God He created him.”4 That the infinite God revealed Himself and His ways to finite, lowly mankind—and the Israelite nation, specifically—necessitates that He made man capable of understanding and implementing His laws and His ways in the first place.


	Revelation at Sinai thus established the inherent Godliness and holiness of man. If man is capable of listening, processing, interpreting, and implementing God’s eternal code, then man must by definition be special—indeed, unique within the animal kingdom. This, above all, is what is meant by “God creat[ing] Man in His image.” Indeed, God has already made us holy. This is why, when Jews are about to perform a positive mitzvah (i.e., an affirmative commandment), we always begin our prayer with: “Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu.” That italicized phrase—asher kid’shanu—is the Jewish people’s way of thanking God for having made us holy and instilling within us an innate kedushah, or holiness.


	This belief in the inherent holiness of mankind, which flows naturally from God’s revelation at Sinai and the establishment of a unique relationship between man and man’s Creator high above, is a foundational, overarching principle for what we today call Western civilization. Pagan society necessarily worships the “rational” human mind and/or the hedonistic self-indulgences of the human ego, denying a higher authority and a transcendental calling. Godly Revelation at a national level, en masse, as opposed to a single individual—which, in the entire history of mankind, only ever occurred at Mount Sinai—fundamentally changed the game, in terms of man’s worldly relationships with his fellow man, his eternal relationship with his Creator, and his ultimate destiny.


	Following revelation, there was a higher calling, there was a purpose, and there was a reason to follow the Divine Law. As the First of the Ten Commandments states, after all: “I am the Lord, your God, Who took you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”5 Surely, that is reason enough to obey the law—and to help fulfill our God-given purpose of sanctifying His name in all that we do in this earthly realm. It cannot possibly be overstated that the entirety of normative Western ethics, and of Christendom and Judeo-Christian civilization more generally, flows from these rudimentary precepts—which is to say that it flows from God’s revelation to the incipient Israelite nation congregated at Mount Sinai.


	It may also be helpful to work our way backward, beginning with some more modern thinkers who have contributed their thoughts to this same general topic.


	Consider the obscure early-twentieth-century polymath Alfred Korzybski, father of the discipline of general semantics. Korzybski asked several probing—and timeless—questions in his seminal 1921 work, The Manhood of Humanity: The Science and Art of Human Engineering. Those questions include: What is man? What is man’s nature? What distinguishes humanity from the other classes of life—vegetative and animal alike? What is unique about man that throughout all time and all places, he creatively initiates and contributes toward a notion of civilization?


	Korzybski’s profound and oft-quoted insight was that “humanity is the time-binding class of life.”6 As articulated by one of Korzybski’s contemporaries, mathematical philosopher Cassius Jackson Keyser, relative to animal life, man is endowed with a unique “energy that invents—that produces instruments, ideas, institutions, and doctrines; it is, moreover, the energy that, having invented, criticizes, then invents again and better, thus advancing in excellence from creation to creation endlessly.”7 This special energy to engage in introspection and to criticize, and thereafter to improve, is peculiar to mankind and accounts for what we might call “human progress”—a distinct concept from anything else that exists throughout the rest of vegetative and animal life.


	Keyser illustrated this point well when, building off Korzybski’s “time-binding” conception in a 1922 lecture, he compares the activity of beavers building a dam to that of men building a bridge.8 Both construction projects require the elements of time, toil, and raw materials, and both physical achievements may endure for a long time. But what of subsequent generations? Whereas new generations of beavers may look upon the dams of their predecessors and find nothing to improve upon, man is guided by past achievements and drawn to invent, innovate, and enhance—to build upon what already is.


	As Keyser put it: “[I]f this was a bridge, he makes a better bridge or invents a ship . . . if it was the art of printing, he invents a printing press; if it was the discovery of the laws of planetary motion, he finds the law of gravitation.”9 For a beaver, there is no intergenerational, let alone “societal” or “civilizational,” advancement. Each successive generation of beaver begins and ends in the same life station as its preceding generation. Beavers, like the other beasts of the animal kingdom, fundamentally do not progress and advance in sync with the ticking clock of Father Time. They exist to eat, drink, sleep, reproduce, and fulfill other basic biological needs and urges. But there is no higher calling or purpose for the beaver’s existence.


	Why is man fundamentally different from beavers and other beasts of the animal kingdom, not only in degree, but also in kind? Keyser explained: “[I]n man’s case, unlike the beaver’s, the old-time factor is not merely present, it works . . . it is living capital bearing interest . . . perpetually compounded at an ever-increasing rate. And the interest is growing wealth—not merely physical conveniences, but instruments of power, understanding, intelligence, knowledge, and skill, beautiful arts, science, philosophy, wisdom, freedom—in a word, civilization.”10 This is what Korzybski meant by stating that humanity is time-binding: “[T]he time-factor, embodied in things accomplished, perpetually reinforces more and more the achieving potency of the human mind[.]”11


	Korzybski, like so many other philosophers, ethicists, and scientists before and after him, therefore rejected a strictly zoological conception of man as merely a more advanced or specialized animal. Korzybski’s insights into man and civilization are helpful in establishing the framework for the ineffable revolution that was God’s revelation to the Israelites at Mount Sinai—and the inescapable consequences for all of humanity that have followed ever since.


	The implications are clear. Humans are social creatures; we are all members of a family, and our families are typically members of a broader tribe. Humans are born into and raised in affiliations with others, with complex and overlapping mutual bonds of interdependent loyalty. And the families and tribes we are born into each have their own backstories—their own treasure troves of knowledge, culture, wisdom, customs, and traditions that not only orient the way in which we experience the world, but also act as accelerants to propel us forward toward our own destinies.


	For each individual, this accumulated accomplishment, which bears “interest” over “time” (to again borrow from Keyser), also means that from the moment we are born, unlike animals, we possess an inherent responsibility toward our community members, our kin, our forebears, and our fellow men not to squander, destroy, or set back the goodness of the past that has accumulated to bring us to our own moment in time. Men are, after all, different from beavers.


	Amidst this metaphysical backdrop, let us consider how the Jewish religion and the Jewish tradition sheds indispensable light on why mankind is here in this intergenerational “interest”-bearing journey, as well as for which purpose and to which end we humans are drawn to progress and continue the never-ending work of building civilization.


	One way Jewish tradition identifies man as a unique and exalted category of creation is by considering one of the defining features of humankind: our ability to speak.


	Speech, which is inextricably linked to man’s advanced cognitive capacity, elevates man above the other beasts of the animal kingdom. Speech allows us to think and to structure our thoughts, to draw out distinctions and to differentiate coherently, to classify patterns and trends, to articulate opinions and justify behavior, to communicate with others beyond ourselves, and to command others. In short, speech is the distinguishing, essential feature of humanity, and enables man to exist in His image. The ability to formulate and articulate ideas in a linguistic code is the basis for human cognition and reason; rationality and wisdom cannot exist but for speech. Man’s likeness to God is found in his ability to speak.


	The Bible teaches that God spoke the world into being ex nihilo. That is, from utter nothingness He created a world and brought it into being—and He did so specifically via speech.12 Observant Jews restate this truth every morning in the first lines of baruch she’amar, one of the opening blessings of the pesukei dezmira section of the morning shacharit prayer: “Blessed is He who spoke, and the world came into being, blessed is He.”13 This is an indispensable part of Judaism’s morning liturgy.
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