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To the original Pain and the Great One with Love

—J. B.

For Ruth, the best sister in the world

—D. R. O.
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The Pain
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My brother’s a pain.

He won’t get out of bed

In the morning.

Mom has to carry him

Into the kitchen.

He opens his eyes

When he smells

His cornflakes.
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He should get dressed himself.

He’s six.

He’s in first grade.

But he’s so pokey

Daddy has to help him

Or he’d never be ready in time

And he’d miss the bus.
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He cries if I

Leave without him.

Then Mom gets mad

And yells at me

Which is another reason why

My brother’s a pain.
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He’s got to be first

To show Mom

His schoolwork.

She says ooh and aah

Over all his pictures

Which aren’t great at all

But just ordinary

First grade stuff.
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At dinner he picks

At his food.

He’s not supposed

To get dessert

If he doesn’t

Eat his meat.

But he always

Gets it anyway.
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When he takes a bath

My brother the pain

Powders the whole bathroom
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