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DEAR DIARY,

This is my first ever entry. It’s probably not a great time to start. This morning, I accidentally slept-in… as usual! By the time Mum had whizzed our old red Mazda into the school drop-off zone, she only had time to say, ‘Have a great first day back. Stay focused!’ before she whooshed away. Now she’ll be late for work. Sorry, Mum!

It looks like I’m not the only one who is late today! My best friend, CODY CHAN, isn’t here yet either! Cody always waits for me at the school gate, so I figure I have time to sit and wait for him. While I do that I can explain why I slept-in!

Last night, I stayed up to finish my book. It is my favourite kind of story: a mystery novel!

[image: A book cover titled, Missing Cat, featuring detective holding a magnifying glass.]

I just HAD to find out how it ended. My alarm clock showed 10:58pm in big green numbers when I finally turned out the tiny reading light attached to my book.

[image: A sketch of a digital clock displaying “10:58 PM.”]

Mum would say this was NOT one of my best ideas. And she’s probably right… especially as today is the first day of Year 5! I slept through my clock’s first alarm. And then its second alarm. When I finally woke up, I literally had five minutes to get myself ready.


[image: Luna Merrian, peacefully sleeping under a patterned blanket with “Z” symbols above her head.]
Me, snoozing through my alarms!



So, maybe I should introduce myself?

I’m Luna Merrian. This diary you’re reading? Mum’s idea. Yesterday, I told Mum that my mind feels like it’s racing sometimes. She gave me a CONCERNED LOOK. Then she came home from work with this journal, saying it would help me to organise my thoughts.

I saw the price tag before Mum ripped it off the back. It cost $20! Mum works at the newsagency, which means she gets a 10% discount. But she still paid quite a bit for it.

I have to at least try her writing-things-down idea. If I don’t, Mum’s $20 would be wasted. Trust me, we DO NOT have money to waste!

Writing things down is new to me. But as you may have already guessed, reading is something I do ALL the time. You should know, straight up, that I love books!


[image: A stack of books with visible spines and varying thicknesses.]
This is the pile of books on my bedside table!



I especially love looking at book covers. (I’m a bit of an artist myself!) I even enjoy the smell of books. (That’s not weird or anything — I’ve got a friend who also enjoys the whiff of a fresh new book.) And if I’m being completely honest, I’m also the kid who gets in trouble for reading when the teacher is talking. This has always puzzled me, because don’t teachers WANT kids to be reading? Isn’t that one of their Big Goals?

So, you won’t be surprised when I tell you that I love our school library. Especially at lunchtimes. This year, I have BIG PLANS to become the best library monitor this school has ever seen.

Rats! The bell is ringing, but Cody still isn’t here! Oh well, gotta run!

[image: Two ringing bells drawn in a grayscale sketch style, connected at the top by loops.]
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We are all seated in our new class lines in the undercover area, waiting for the teachers to wrap up their messages so we can go to our first lessons of the day. Naturally, I’m sitting next to Cody. Turns out he HAD been waiting for me at the school gate. When I didn’t show up, Cody figured he better go in case HE was late. That’s so Cody! He hates being late for anything, especially on a big day, like the first day of Year 5!

I know Cody better than anyone else at school. He’s been my best friend since Prep. He made me laugh on the first day, when he pressed googly eyes onto his eyelids during a craft activity.

[image: A taped polaroid of a smiling boy named Cody.]

Cody is watching me writing in this new diary and is smiling encouragingly. He’s good like that.



THREE THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT CODY:

1. He refuses to read anything except non-fiction. He especially loves books about animals and books about gaming. (If only an author could come up with a novel about an animal that plays video games. Maybe that would get Cody to start reading fiction!)

[image: A cartoon penguin wearing a headset and holding a handheld gaming console.]

2. He is just as good at PE as he is at maths. (Me? Not so much. I half-enjoy an occasional class game of Bin Ball, but that’s about it. And I never enjoy maths!)

3. He is loyal and reliable and fair. He is what teachers call ‘a good sport’. (Teachers are unlikely to say this about me!)

[image: A simple sketch of a ball in motion, with lines indicating movement.]





Cody and I have just been talking about the teachers who are hovering at the front of the class lines. We’ve already spotted MS BERRY, who is our teacher for Year 5. Word around school is that she is super strict. And we have a new principal this year: Mr Dangerfield. DANGERfield. We found out his name at the end of last year, and we all thought: COOL NAME = COOL PRINCIPAL! Now? I’m not so sure. While I write this, he is STILL droning on about ‘HIGH EXPECTATIONS’ and ‘UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR’. Even the teachers look a little bored!

My favourite teacher is here too: MS SUNNY, our teacher librarian.

[image: A taped polaroid of Ms. Sunny, a smiling woman with short hair, wearing a polka-dotted headband and a dotted shirt.]

Now, SHE’S the kind of person who lives up to her name: bright, warm and cheerful. When I grow up, I want to BE Ms Sunny. Well, you know what I mean! I want to work in a LIBRARY or a BOOKSHOP or maybe even a…

BOOK CAFé! (I love drinking a mug of hot chocolate with two pink marshmallows on top while I’m reading!)

[image: A checkered mug filled with hot chocolate and topped with two marshmallows.]

Anyway, seeing Ms Sunny was another reminder that a brand-new year means brand-new library monitors! Ms Sunny calls them her Little Librarians. I missed out last year for reasons I’m not quite ready to share. But this year is my year.

If you ask Ms Sunny, she will tell you there are FIVE features of an awesome Little Librarian…



1. You are reliable, responsible and respectful. (We call these the 3 Rs.)

2. You are helpful. (For example, you can show other kids where things are.)

[image: Two heart shapes, one black and one gray, drawn in a sketchy style.]

3. You can recommend books to other kids.

4. You are ‘not terrible with computers’! (Those are Ms Sunny’s exact words.)

5. You love the library. (This is a biggie!)





I know that I can do all five of the things Ms Sunny asks for in a Little Librarian:

• I will always turn up for my library monitor shift – I’m in the library practically every lunchtime!

• I often show Preppies where the glue sticks or the scissors or the bookmarks are.

• I regularly stick little five-star reviews onto the front covers of library books I’ve just finished.

• I recently learned how to download some really neat fonts into an otherwise BORING science presentation.

[image: ]

You see? I LOVE THE LIBRARY!

I was made for this job.

The first thing I’ll do when I become a Little Librarian is ask Ms Sunny if I can sit on her RAINBOW SWIVEL CHAIR.

[image: A patterned office chair with wheels and armrests.]

Ms Sunny told us she bought it second-hand, which I LOVE, because Mum and I have lots of second-hand stuff too! Sometimes we drive through the fancier parts of Mountain View just to look for nice stuff that people are throwing out. (That’s where my alarm clock came from.) Picturing myself as a Little Librarian just FEELS RIGHT. But I remember what Mum said about focusing, so maybe I should listen to what Mr Dangerfield is actually saying right now… talk soon!
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