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Introduction



  

  “Why?”




  That tiny, seemingly innocent word has driven people, even nations, to examine the reasons we began the traditions we accept as a normal part of our lives.




  Fans of baseball know this all too well.




  Yet, modern-day enthusiasts of what has been deemed America’s Pastime are not always of the same opinion as to why some tradition may have begun. Loyalties are often dictated by the team for which they cheered as youngsters. High-powered business executives wear replicas of team jerseys to an important meeting on Wall Street. Teens wear T-shirts spelling out in bold print a particular ball club.




  One thing that unites them all, however, is an appreciation of the sport that begat these traditions.




  That’s what this book is all about.




  Some of the answers to these questions, each of which begins with that intriguing word “why” are brief and to the point. Others require more detail in order to give a meaningful response.




  Whatever the case, this writer hopes that each question and answer in this volume will allow the reader to appreciate, even more, the greatest sport ever created.
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