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INTRODUCTION


You’re a miner! You’ve mined for diamonds, killed a couple or a million zombies, and know not to dig straight up or straight down! Now what? Plenty. Minecraft is a constantly evolving sandbox game. This means the developers of the game add new things each year and there are many ways to play. For version 1.12, also known as the World of Color Update, Minecraft added colorful concrete and concrete powder blocks, patterned glazed terracotta blocks, a variety of parrots, the Illusioner illager, colored beds, and more! You can expect this game to grow and change as you learn, so there are always new things to explore and experiment with.

And each year, thousands of players find new tricks to get things done better, faster, or with more fun. This book will show you lots of ways to help your game, whether you like to fight zombies or build castles, including:


• how to save a village from a siege of zombies

• what to do first to defeat the Ender Dragon

• how to find one of your world’s strongholds

• how to make automatic sliding doors using pistons and redstone

• how to move between Creative and Survival modes using cheats



NOTE: The tips in this book are based on Minecraft 1.12, Java (PC) edition, so if you are playing a different version or are playing on a console, you may find that some features work a little differently.





CHAPTER 1

PLAYING YOUR WAY
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Minecraft is a sandbox game, which means there aren’t any rules for how you play. In a sandbox, you can build a sandcastle, dig a road, or throw a bunch of sand around. In Minecraft, you can build a massive railway system, make friends with wolves and ocelots, explore the oceans, or kill an army of zombies. Or do it all. There’s no goal that you must achieve, but if you like goals, Minecraft has a few you can set your sights on. It’s up to you to decide how to play, and you can mix it up any way you want to.



Minecraft Game Modes


Minecraft has different game modes you choose at the start. They are geared to the different types of gameplay.


• Survival and Hardcore: In Survival mode you have to find food and shelter, and you can be killed. If you are killed, you respawn at your starting point without your inventory. (Your inventory items stay at your death scene for five minutes before they despawn—so you do have a chance to get them back.) There are four difficulty levels: Peaceful (no mobs), Easy (mobs do less damage), Normal (mobs do normal damage), and Hard (mobs do more damage and you can die from hunger). In Hardcore mode, you play at Hard difficulty, and you can’t have cheats. If you are killed, you can choose between respawning in Spectator mode or having your world completely deleted.
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In Hard difficulty, mobs are more likely to spawn with weapons, armor, and enchantments, and they will cause you more damage.



• Adventure: Adventure mode is like Survival, except you can’t interact with many blocks. It is designed for playing on adventure maps.

• Creative: Creative mode is perfect for building. You can fly around, and you have access to all the blocks. Your inventory changes to an item selection screen with a search page.

• Spectator: In Spectator mode, you can’t touch or do anything, but you can fly all around the world and straight through blocks!

• Changing Mode: To change game mode while you are playing, create your world with cheats on. Then, to change mode, open the chat window by pressing T and type the following:



[image: Image] For Survival mode: /gamemode 0 (or /gamemode s or /gamemode survival)

[image: Image] For Creative mode: /gamemode 1 (or /gamemode c or/gamemode creative)

[image: Image] For Adventure mode: /gamemode 2, (or /gamemode a or /gamemode adventure)

[image: Image] For Spectator mode: /gamemode 3 (or /gamemode sp or /gamemode spectator)
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In Creative mode you can fly around, which is a huge help if you’re building a tower in sky!

Want Some Goals?


If you are goal-oriented, you can play that way, too. Minecraft has a series of about forty advancements you can use as quests. Accomplish one and make your way to the next. These can also guide you through the Minecraft survival skills. They start off very simple, and you have probably already accomplished many. You can open the Advancements screen by pressing Escape and then Advancements, or by pressing L. (The Advancements screen will be blank until you have accomplished at least one - the easiest may be creating your first crafting table.) Advancements are organized into tabs, and you can complete them in any order you wish. Tabs will open up through very basic in-game actions, like killing a mob or eating food.
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If you like playing with goals, use your achievement screen for new tasks.
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You can track everything you’ve accomplished in your statistics screen, from how much iron you’ve mined to how many zombies you’ve killed.


There’s also a way to “win” at Minecraft in a special final battle against the Ender Dragon in a realm called the End. It’s difficult to get there, because to prepare you must learn how to use potions, kill Endermen, and survive the Nether to gather essential items. You can return to battle the Ender Dragon multiple times. Each time you defeat the dragon (up to twenty times), a new End gateway is created to take you to an Outer End Island with more places to explore.



Making the Most out of Minecraft


Don’t Stress Out

You’re going to die. Unless you are in Creative mode, something will get you at some point. Even in Peaceful mode, it might be a fall into a lava pool. But that is part of the game. Prepare for this as best you can by storing your goods in chests you can find later and, of course, remembering where your chests and home are.

Switch It Up

If you need a break from the mobs for a bit, switch to Peaceful mode. To change the difficulty level in Survival, press Escape on your keyboard and change the options under Difficulty.
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If you enabled cheats when you created your world, you can type commands in the chat window. Press t to open the window, and then type a slash and your command. /time set day changes the game to daytime.


Use Cheats Wisely

Using cheats, or commands, can make survival game play feel less rewarding. But if you are playing in Creative mode and need to work free of mob attacks, you may want to also use commands. To use commands you must create your world with Cheats on. Then you can open up the chat window by pressing T. (The chat window only works for chatting if you are in multiplayer.) You type your command into the chat window, preceded by a slash. (You can also open up the chat window by typing the initial slash of the command.) So to change to Creative mode, type /gamemode c. To switch back to Survival mode, type /gamemode s. You can also change your difficulty level by typing /difficulty 0 (for Peaceful) through /difficulty 3 (Hard). Another popular cheat is to grant oneself experience, through /xp X (where X is the number of experience points). You can also teleport anywhere, if you know your coordinates, with /tp X Y Z. For a list of available commands, type /help.

Worlds and Seeds

If you just like to explore worlds, or if you’re having a hard time finding structures like jungle temples, you can play in worlds other players have found. Each world is started with a “seed.” When Minecraft creates a world, it generates a random number called a seed to spawn the world. You can see your world’s seed by typing /seed in the chat window.
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You can visit a world someone else found by entering the seed number for that world in your world’s options screen.


You can also enter your own random number or sequence of characters in the More World Options screen, under Seed for the World Generator. Users share the seeds they have used online, at websites like minecraft-seeds.net. Find a world whose description you like at one of these sites, make sure the world was created using the same game version you are using, and type the seed for that world into your World Options screen. You can enter letters for a seed number, too. See what world is generated when you type in your own name! You can also change the basic type of world by clicking the World Type button:


• Superflat: A flat world with one grass layer above two dirt and one bedrock layer. You can customize the layers of a superflat world by clicking “Customize” or use some premade styles by clicking “Presets”.

• Customized: Click this to turn on and off features like ravines, dungeon rarity, and more.



Shortcuts to Manage Your Inventory

Shortcut keys allow you to quickly move stuff between your inventory and other containers and slots. Your inventory consists of four armor slots, 27 storage slots, nine hotbar slots, and an off-hand slot.


• Press 1 through 9 to access the items in your hotbar.

• Press Shift and click to move a stack between your inventory and hotbar or between a container with an inventory and your hotbar/inventory.

• Shift-click armor to have it go straight into the right armor slots.
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To access items in your hotbar quickly, type the number for that slot, from 1 to 9 (left to right).
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Repair your damaged tools by combining them with a new one. This gives them extra durability.



• Move items between the inventory and a specific slot in your hotbar by hovering over the item or blank slot in the inventory and pressing the number for that slot, from 0 to 9.

• Right-click to pick up half a stack.

• Double-click an item to pick up as many as a full stack (64) as available in your inventory.

• To move as many items of one kind as you can from your inventory to a chest, pick up any item, press Shift, and double-click the item you want to move.

• When you’re crafting, you can right-click and drag over the slots to drop one item at a time from your stack into each slot. You can do this multiple times to keep adding an item to each slot.

• To craft as many items as possible from stacked craft slots, press Shift-click in the crafted item slot.



Manage Your Tools

Keep track of the damage your tools and weapons are taking, and repair them before they are broken. Craft one used tool with another tool of the same kind. With rare, fragile tools like Elytra, you will find it is more efficient to enchant them with Mending or Unbreaking before use.



Modding Your Game


Minecraft was designed to allow other people to modify it. There are three main ways to customize your game. However, it is very easy to download an application or file that can damage your game or your computer. We recommend that if you do want to modify your game, you enlist the help of a parent or a friend who has already successfully done this. You need to make sure that any new files or applications you use are compatible with the exact version of the game you are playing; make backups of your game files before making any changes, and check for viruses!


• Skins: You can change the way your player character looks by uploading an image file, called a skin. You can find skins online or create your own using a skin editor. An easy way to change your skin is to download a skin that you like at a Minecraft skins website, like minecraftskins.com. Log in to your account at minecraft.net and go to your profile page. Click Browse to locate the new file on your computer and then Upload to change your skin.
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A skin is a small image file that is used to show what your character looks like. Many games, including Minecraft, let you change your skin. This is a dragon found at minecraftskins.com.



• Resource and texture packs: These are sets of files that replace game resources like sounds, textures (image files) that make blocks look the way they do, and music. They don’t change the basic way the game plays.

• Mods: Mods are programs you download that change something about the way the game operates. For example, one mod may add new biomes and plants; another might add new types of powerful tools and weapons.

• Minecraft Marketplace: If you play on a mobile, console, or Windows 10 edition of Minecraft, you can find tons of user-created maps, skins, and texture packs by clicking on the Store button. However, you do have to pay for them.





Keep Learning!


Millions of people, adults and kids, play Minecraft. They are talking about Minecraft online, playing together in multiplayer games, and making videos and tutorials. Some of the best places to learn about Minecraft are from YouTube videos and at the Minecraft wiki at minecraft.gamepedia.com.





CHAPTER 2

NAVIGATING YOUR WORLD
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Your Minecraft world is enormous. It has changing landscapes, called biomes, changing weather, and an endless numbers of caverns, lakes, seas, and lands. The downside is, there are no signs or guideposts. It is very easy to travel fast, chase a pig, flee from a creeper, get turned around, and get lost.

So a key strategy in Minecraft is to always know where you are, where home is, and how to get back. You probably have already learned to make a pillar beacon at your base. This can help to orient you if you are not too far away, but it won’t help if you are very far away from home or if tall mountains are in the way. So when you build your pillar beacon, be sure it is higher than nearby mountains. Add more than one torch at the top to help blaze up the sky at night!
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When you build a pillar beacon, make sure it is taller than surrounding mountains and is brightly lit.


Compasses and maps may seem like the answer, but a compass always points to your original spawn point. If you’ve reset your spawn point by sleeping in a bed somewhere else, the compass can’t help. Maps work great, but to cover a large area you will need a set of large maps. To craft a large map or a zoomed out map, use a map in the crafting area center surrounded by eight papers. You can do this four times to create a map that is sixteen times as big as the original map size.
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