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For Andrea

– MC Grammar

For Joni and Cora.

Love from Zeyde Mick

– Michael Rosen

For Kelly, Oscar & Harry x

– Mike Byrne





[image: Michael and MC Grammar peek from stage curtains, with bold, bubbly text reading Ridiculous Raps and Rhymes and Featuring art by Michael Byrne.]





[image: A cartoon of a smiling bearded Michael in a sweater and trousers, standing on stage beneath a curtain, waving with a speech bubble saying Hello.]

[image: A cartoon of MC Grammar dressed as a hip-hop artist waving Yo! to Michael, who attempts to mimic a rap pose.]






Have you seen the mic?

[image: A cartoon of MC Grammar in a cap, sunglasses, chain, and hoodie, shrugging with a confused expression.]



The Mike?





Yes, the mic!



That’s me!





What?!



I am the Mike!





No! No! No!

I’m talking about the mic!




[image: A cartoon of Michael, a bearded man in a sweater and slacks, leaping joyfully with outstretched arms and a speech bubble saying I’m the Michael!]
Description 1





I’m The Mike Poem


I’m the Mike!

Mr can’t go over it.

Mr can’t go under it.

(In case you were wondering?!)

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt!

Remember that book?

Everyone’s read it…

Here, take a look!

I’m Mr Chocolate Cake,

Mr Hot Food Dude!

Mr No Breathing In Class,

[image: A line art illustration depicts a tall slice of a four-layer cake with thick, dripping frosting, resting on a plate.]

KABOOM! KABOOM! KABOOM! KABOOM!

Oh, and don’t forget Little Rabbit Foo Foo!

I got millions and millions of views on YouTube,



[image: A cartoon of middle-aged Michael with a beard and messy hair striking a dynamic pointing pose with an unimpressed expression.]


I rock on TikTok too!

What about you?

I taught a fly to fly,

And an owl to howl!

A noodle to canoodle!

Are you happy now?

But just in case you’re not,

I can do the robot!

What about the moonwalk?

Actually… maybe not!

I’m the bee’s knees,

The cat’s hat!

The goat’s coat…

How about that?

Mr Bestseller!

Uni professor,

Children’s Laureate.

Now that should impress ya!



[image: A cartoon depicts a sad-looking goat wearing winter clothing, including a bobble hat, a striped scarf, and a fur-lined coat, with a dangling mitten.]

I’m the Miiiikkkkkeee!




Cool. Have you got anything else to add?

[image: A monochrome cartoon illustration depicts MC Grammar, in hip-hop attire, standing in a thoughtful pose with his hand on his chin.]



[image: A cartoon of Michael holding a conductor’s baton, gesturing toward a sign reading PTO, with a speech bubble above saying YEP.]





[image: A cartoon of Michael with a beard in a sweater and slacks, pointing and smiling with closed eyes, with a speech bubble exclaiming NOICE!]



[image: A cartoon of Michael with a beard in a sweater and pants, striking an unimpressed pose with outstretched arms and a speech bubble saying So?]



[image: A cartoon of MC Grammar in hip-hop attire clutching his forehead in distress, mouth open, with the word No! floating above him.]








WHAAAAT TTTT!







All right then, MC G.

Here, follow me.

Think: where were you last on the M I C?





That’s a good question, bro. I don’t really know.

But I do have a map of where I have been and where it could be…

[image: A cartoon of Michael with a beard looking excitedly at a map held by MC Grammar in hip-hop attire, who gestures toward it.]

[image: A hand-drawn map outlining community, connected by roads with question marks indicating journey choices.]
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[image: A cartoon of a school building and grounds covered in toilet paper and graffiti, with Michael and MC Grammar standing on the path outside.]




Shall we go?



Cha chum chum chum chum!

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt!





No we’re not, mate! We’re going to school. And QUICK we’re gonna be LATE!

[image: A cartoon of MC Grammar in a cap, sunglasses, and chain, holding a large clock with both hands set to midnight, with a distressed expression.]



It’s been a while since I’ve been back – this looks kinda strange?

It ain’t the same, MC G.

Tell me what has changed?





Sure!

[image: A cartoon of Michael with a beard looking frustrated, checking his wristwatch while shrugging with an open hand, conveying impatience.]




[image: A cartoon of MC Grammar in a baseball cap and sunglasses, smiling with three musical notes floating beside him.]

SCHOOL IS COOL RAP


School is cool!

Why?

There’s so much for you to do.

Like what?

All the things you can learn about.

With who?

All of your crew!

On a Monday morning at half past eight,

I walk through the gates always feeling great.

Then make my way to my class and say…

‘Hey!’ to my teacher and all of my mates.

I smash maths and then take a break.

Have a snack:

What’s that?









[image: A chalk-style illustration on a blackboard showing bold text CHOCOLATE CAKE! above a plate with crumbs, framed by an ornate decorative border.]




Play a game of tag with the gang,

But they can never catch me…

Why?

I’m the Gingerbread Man!

School is cool!

Why?

There’s so much for you to do.

Like what?

All the things you can learn about.

With who?

All of your crew!

After that we do a little history,

Learn about the Ancient Greeks and their victories.

Then it’s literacy and that is literally…

My favourite subject:

But… that one ain’t a mystery!

Then I’m in the library with books either side of me.

Spoilt for choice so I can’t decide, G,

Between fiction and non-fiction.

I wanna read all of them; I’ve got an addiction!

School is cool!

Why?

There’s so much for you to do.

Like what?

All the things you can learn about.

With who?

All of your crew!

On fish-finger Friday in the canteen,

I have jelly for dessert with vanilla ice cream.

Then I meet the team on the green,

And score the winning penalty, so everyone screams!

Ding-a-ling-a-ling, then the bell rings

For assembly, where we sing a couple hymns.

We tally up the house points to see who wins,

Sitting on the benches like queens and kings.

Then it’s science or PE,

Followed by RE or maybe geography,

Or D&T in food technology.

I love when we make chocolate… What?

BROWNIES!

At three o’clock on the dot,

Everybody freezes; everybody stops!

To say bye to our teacher and friends,

Until next week, when we do it all again!

School is cool!

Why?

There’s so much for you to do.

Like what?

All the things you can learn about.

With who?

All of your crew!

Sing it with me now:

School is cool!

Why?

There’s so much for you to do.

Like what?

All the things you can learn about.

With who?

All of your crew!






NO, NO, NO! That isn’t right!

When I was at school, this is what it was like…





[image: A cartoon of elderly Michael with a beard and glasses, sitting in an armchair and raising his index finger as if sharing an idea.]




When I Was At School Poem


I hated school.

Every single thing.

The corridors, the classroom and even the gym!

As soon as you walked in, you were hit with a stink:

A mix of rotten cabbage, boys’ wee and blue ink!

Then there was the teacher who sat on my mate’s head;

He stayed there all term until my mate was dead!

His name was Mr Snot,

Cos that was what you got.

Every time he marked your books, he’d leave a sticky spot!

Green and mean like the head who kept inside his pocket,

A slipper to whip ya till your eyes fell out their socket.

Sometimes we got lucky, and they gave ’em back to me!

But my mate ain’t seen his eyeballs since 1953!
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