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Preface

by David Hilliard

We knew from the beginning that the press in the United States, influenced or effectively controlled by the government and big corporations, would use its power to propagandize against the Black Panther Party. We knew from the beginning how critical it was to have our own publication, to set forth our agenda for freedom, to raise political consciousness among our people as to their oppressed state, to rebut government lies, to tell the truth, to urge change, to use the pen alongside the sword.

It has been 40 years since the founding of the Party by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale in Oakland, California, on October 22, 1966. This anniversary year brings forth many powerful memories for me. I can recall the very day Huey, my childhood friend, came to my house and asked me to become part of the nucleus of a new organization he was envisioning: The Black Panther Party for Self-Defense. He was the Minister of Defense and Bobby Seale was the Chairman. I became the Chief of Staff. Joining those founding members was Bobby Hutton, a teenager who would become not only the Party’s first Treasurer but, as we say, “the first to fall,” the first member killed by the State, the Oakland Police, on April 6, 1968. As the Party took shape, though, our spirits soared, sensing we were launching a powerful movement in the march for black liberation. In those early, heady days, the focus of our work, besides patrolling the streets to urge resistance to the rampant police brutality in the black community, was to produce and distribute a newspaper.
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