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          NEED TO KNOW


        

      


    


  




  ADDRESSES




  Chicago is laid out on a simple grid pattem, with the numerical city center at State and Madison Streets in the Loop. Address numbers relate to their distance north, south, east, or west of the city center.




  ARRIVING BY AIR




  O’Hare International Airport (ORO) 773/686-2200, ohare.com


  Midway International Airport (MDW) 773/686-2200, chicago-mdw.com




  BETWEEN THE AIRPORT AND THE CITY




  Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) (bus and rapid transit trains) 312/836-7000, transitchicago.com


  Go Airport Express (bus) 888/2THE-VAN, airportexpress.com




  Yellow Cab 312/TAX-ICAB




  American United Cab 773/248-7600




  GETTING AROUND




  Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) (bus and rapid transit trains or “el”) 312/836-7000, transitchicago.com




  Yellow Cab 312/TAX-ICAB, yellowcabchicago.com




  American United Cab 773/248-7600




  EMERGENCIES




  For medical, police, and fire emergencies, dial 911.




  HOSPITALS WITH 24-HOUR EMERGENCY ROOMS




  Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center 836 W Wellington Ave, 773/975-1600 (LAKEVIEW)




  Northwestern Memorial Hospital 251 E Huron St, 312/926-2000 (STREETERVILLE/MAGNIFICENT MILE/GOLD COAST)




  PHARMACIES OPEN 24 HOURS




  CVS 1201 N State St, 312/640-2842, cvs.com (STREETERVILLE/MAGNIFICENT MILE/GOLD COAST)




  Walgreen’s 757 N Michigan Ave, 312/587-0904, walgreens.com (STREETERVILLE/MAGNIFICENT MILE/GOLD COAST)




  Walgreen’s 641 N Clark St, 312/463-9139, walgreens.com (RIVER NORTH/OLD TOWN)




  INTERNET CAFES




  Argo Tea 16 W Randolph St, 312/553-1551, argotea.com. (LOOP/SOUTH LOOP/WEST LOOP) Also: 819 N Rush St, 312/951-5302 (STREETERVILLE/MAGNIFICENT MILE/GOLD COAST)




  Screenz Computing Center 2717 N Clark St, 7731348-9300, screenz.com (LINCOLN PARK)




  LOST AND FOUND




  Chicago Transit Authority 888/968-7282




  Midway International Airport 773/498-1308




  O’Hare International Airport 773/894-8760




  Taxi (Chicago Dept. of Consumer Services) 312/746-7100




  OPENING HOURS




  Banking hours are Mon through Fri from 9 to 6 and Sat 9 to 3. They are closed Sun. Although hours vary depending on the type of retailer, stores are typically open from 10:00 am 7:00 or 7:30 pm. All restaurants mentioned are open daily for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, unless otherwise noted.
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  Chicago offers visitors the best of Midwestern hospitality mixed with world-class restaurants, innovative theater, and unparalleled shopping. Its spectacular skyscrapers are a bricks-and-mortar, steel-and-glass showcase of the best of 19th- and 20th-century architecture, and the city’s first-rate museums have something for everyone, from splendid Impressionist canvases to the world’s largest Tyrannosaurus Rex. Beyond the Loop and the Magnificent Mile is an ethnic and cultural diversity that’s led Chicago to be dubbed the “City of Neighborhoods.” The city’s greatest asset, any Chicagoan will agree, is Lake Michigan, a vast sea of blue, lined with parks and beaches.
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  DAY 1 :: MORNING
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  9:00AM Enjoy a street-level window view of the morning bustle in the Loop (the part of downtown encircled by the elevated train) at the comfortable and classy Atwood Café, located in the magnificently restored Reliance Building, a 1890s precursor to the now­familiar glass and steel skyscraper. Atwood Café 1 W Washington St, 312/368-1900, atwoodcafe.com. Open Mon–Thurs 7 am–10 pm, Fri 7 am–11 pm, Sat 8 am–11 pm, Sun 8 am–10 pm. LOOP/SOUTH LOOP




  10:00 AM Chicago lays claim to being the birthplace of the skyscraper, and the best way to explore the Loop’s open-air museum of architectural treasures is with the Chicago Architecture Foundation’s (CAF) “Historic Skyscrapers” walking tour that takes about two hours. CAF’s crack volunteer docents allow guests to dispense with the guidebooks and focus on these gems of groundbreaking engineering and design. The foundation hosts exhibitions in its building’s interior court, and the gift shop is arguably the best place in town to purchase Chicago souvenirs, from vintage design note cards to Frank Lloyd Wright–inspired earrings. Historic Skyscrapers Tour Chicago Architecture Foundation, 224 S Michigan Ave, 312/922-3432, ext. 240, architecture.org. Open daily 9:30–6:00, Wed and Sat 9:00–6:00. Tours cost $10–15. LOOP/SOUTH LOOP
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