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Koran Book

Dear Reader:

When I opened up the Koran to pick a list of subjects for this book, I felt as though I was lost at sea. I’d grown up with the Koran in my school backpack. I’d studied it with as much attention as I’d studied English. So why was I suddenly overwhelmed? I realized that no matter how much I studied this text, I’d always discover new things. Problem was, how to get all that into one book.

Regardless, I jotted down some fifty topics and narrowed them down to what I thought readers would probably like to learn about. I kept the hot topics on my list: Heaven and Hell, the jinn, marriage, terrorism, and so forth. The more I wrote, the more I learned. For each subject, I eagerly flipped back and forth through the pages of the Koran to extract what I needed. By the time I had finished writing this book, I sat back, thinking, Now where’s my Ph.D.?

The Everything® Koran Book says something about nearly ever ything in the Koran. I learned a great deal writing it and my hope is that you will learn much from it, too. Now turn the page and indulge.

Sincerely,
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Top Ten Teachings of the Koran



	God is one, neither begets nor begotten, and His name is Allah. He is the Supreme Being.


	The Koran is the literal word of Allah revealed to Prophet Muhammad to be delivered to mankind.


	Following and trusting Muhammad’s Sunnah is mandatory. Together with the Koran, they are the teachings that constitute Islam.


	Allah Himself protects the Koran from alteration or corruption.


	The universe and all that live in it are Allah’s creation. He is aware of every thing that goes on within it.


	Adam, the first human, was created out of mud, and Eve was created out of Adam. Humans are Allah’s vicegerents on Earth.


	The world will come to an end at a time only Allah knows of. On the Last Day, life will perish, then will be resurrected for judgment.


	People’s deeds (both good and bad) are constantly recorded. These deeds, along with the people’s beliefs about God, will count toward reward in Heaven or punishment in Hell.


	The Koran demands belief in the prophets before Muhammad, such as Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.


	Initiating hostilities is condemned in the Koran, but defending one’s property, family, faith, or land is required.






Introduction


[image: ] The Koran is one of the three surviving Holy Books, revealed after the Torah and the Gospel. Its message is quite different from the others, calling for belief in the one God, Allah. Believed by Muslims to be entirely the word of God, the Koran was the beginning of Islam more than 1,400 years ago. Today, statistics say that Islam is spreading faster than any other religion across the globe. Yet, as Islam grows, so does a storm of opposing ideas.

Islam started suffering from common misconceptions in the past few decades. Somehow, a web of rumors managed to enclose it. Many Muslims tried tearing the web by spreading awareness about the truth of the Koran, but their efforts proved weak against the tide of accusations against Islam. Islam was thought of as a violent, barbaric, bloodthirsty, backward, and oppressive religion.

False accusations, every Muslim thought. All one has to do to find out about Islam is read its Holy Book, the Koran. The truth is right in it, and, according to Muslims, it’s a beautiful, peaceful truth. After examining the Koran, Islam takes on a very different shape from that commonly imagined. That snarling, fiery dragon of Islam turns into an image of peace and tranquility. Interestingly, the Koran knows it is attacked, and knows it contains sufficient proof to defend itself. In it, you’ll find a few hundred challenging questions directed at you, such as, “You’ve seen the perfect orbiting of planets, doesn’t that make you wonder?” The Koran utilizes material evidence to defend its divine origin, then presents a system of behavior that is far from violence or hatred.

Some people think that because the Koran is a holy book, it might be long and boring. What’s interesting about the Koran is that it jumps from one subject to another so smoothly that you hardly feel the transition, and it holds your interest. Most chapters of the Koran discuss a few dozen topics; yet the words flow from topic to topic, making them all seem like one big woven tapestry. In this book, you will find information on a variety of subjects in the Koran. Although this book is in no way exhaustive of the entire Koran, it has taken the essence of the Koran and put together a guide suited for a curious observer or an intermediate learner.

You will find supportive quotes from the Koran throughout, so having a copy of the Holy Book handy is not necessary, but it may be an advantage for further study. All quotes are taken from Mohammed Pickthall’s The Meaning of the Glorious Quran. There are several other English translations, so choose whichever you are comfortable with. Pickthall’s translation is very literal, while others focus on the implied meanings of the words. Remember that the Koran is originally in Arabic, which is the only accepted version for Muslims to use in worship or when reading or reciting the Koran aloud. For the purpose of understanding the text, however, the English translation can be used.

A few goals of the Koran are to instill morals in society, prevent crime, establish stability, protect the family, maintain equality between men and women, create a conscience, promote knowledge, and, of course, preach Islam. The Koran specifically discusses all these topics. The religion of Islam is taken wholly from the Koran and the teachings of Prophet Muhammad, to whom the book was revealed. Therefore, understanding the Koran is understanding Islam.



[image: ] Chapter 1
The Koran: Exactly What Is It?

Millions of people take the Koran as a guidebook to life. The ancient text discusses hundreds of topics on all aspects of life, including science, ethics, justice, history, social order, faith, and the afterlife. Along with the teachings of Prophet Muhammad, the Koran provides everything a Muslim needs to know about Islamic faith. It is true that it is ancient, but the Scripture clearly states that it was sent down as a guide for all humankind until the end of time.


An Entire Faith Based on the Book

Islam is a deep and extensive religion. It derives its thoroughness from the Koran, the Holy Book upon which it is based. The Koran contains teachings on everything one needs to know to be a faithful believer of Allah. Since some certain details, like how to perform Islamic prayer, are not thoroughly described in the Holy Book, Prophet Muhammad filled in the gaps according to instructions he received from Allah. In other words, the Koran provided the solid base and general guidelines, while the Prophet preached the specifics.

Dimensions of the Text

Muslims teach that the ancient text of the Koran was revealed about 1,400 years ago to Prophet Muhammad. The original language of the Koran is Arabic. It is the last of all Holy Books, reaching humanity after the Gospel and the Torah. Revelation of the Koran did not happen all at once, but occurred over the course of about twenty-three years.

The Koran is made up of 114 Surahs (or Suras)—the Arabic term for Koranic chapter—of varying lengths. A Surah is composed of numbered verses, with the longest Surah containing 286 verses. The Surahs were revealed in parts to the Prophet on certain occasions, and not in the order they are placed in the Koran. Muslims believe that Muhammad completed the final organization of the Koran according to divine instruction. Koranic verses are referenced by Surah and verse, for example 33:36 means Surah 33, verse 36. The verses are referenced like this throughout this book.

A Way of Life

The Koran is the beating heart of Islam. Islam emerged from the Koran … without it there would be no Islam. Scholars say that if the Koran were any shorter, Islam would be a frail religion, as people’s knowledge of it would be incomplete and there would be holes gaping at scholars. However, as it is, the Koran provides everything Muslims need to know about their religion, defining Islam to an extent that leaves no questions unanswered. Although the Koran is fairly straightforward and logical, because of its extensiveness, it can seem inaccessible for people who don’t understand it well.


[image: ] 
God gave Himself ninety-nine names, all listed at various places in the Koran. The one primary name for God is Allah. His other names (all in Arabic) are attributes, such as the Most Merciful, the Most Gracious, the Greatest, and the All-Knowing. Muslims may use any of these ninety-nine names when they speak of God.



The Koran talks about an abundance of subjects. Apart from awing readers with its beautiful prose, it also awes scientists with surprisingly accurate information about microbiology, physiology, astronomy, and many other fields. Additionally, it is a book of historic recollections, telling stories about the prophets that came before Muhammad, such as Solomon, Abraham, and Moses.

Another important aspect of the Koran is that much of its text preaches high moral standards, urging people to abide by a strict code of ethics. This is where the Koran is taken as a guidebook to life. For example, the Koran strongly condemns hypocrisy, fraud, and gossip, and encourages good qualities such as modesty, truthfulness, and kindness. Numerous parts of the Holy Book advocate good qualities, while other parts remind violators of the eternal Hell that awaits them.

Above all, though, the Koran’s most significant objective is to allow humankind to learn about the Creator. As Allah speaks to humankind through the Koran, He tells them that He is the sole Supreme Being and the one and only Creator. He has no partners or family. He has full control of the universe and all that He created, and He is the only one to be worshipped. This idea is repeated throughout the Koran; for example, Surah 112 reads: “[S]ay He is Allah, the One! Allah, the eternally Besought of all! He begets not nor was he begotten, and there is none comparable unto Him.”

The Breadth of Islam

The Koran is one of the most widely read books in the world. Today, there are approximately 1 billion Muslims—a good number of them new converts. Statistics say that Islam is the fastest-spreading religion. The Koran plays the key role in converting non-Muslims to Islam. Yet, sometimes the Koran is not read with a keen interest in Islam, but merely with a curiosity or desire to learn something, or simply for inspiration.

You may have noticed that Islam is concentrated in Arab countries. This is a result of two factors: the first is that the Koran was revealed in Arabic, and the second that it was revealed in Arabia. As Arabs traveled to regions that are now Syria and Jordan, and also to North Africa, the word about Islam spread with them. Eventually, many non-Arab countries embraced the Arabic language and Islam as well.


[image: ]
 You can find the Koran sold in every corner of the globe, translated into most of the world’s languages. However, Muslims stress the importance of reading the Koran in its original language, Arabic, believing that translations dilute the message and take away from its natural beauty.



The Relationship Between Koran and Sunnah

According to the Koran, Prophet Muhammad was chosen by Allah to be His messenger to the world. Allah revealed the Koran to him, and also supplied him with additional information to convey to the people. As Islam is derived from the Koran, the smaller details are derived from the teachings of the Prophet. Those teachings are called Sunnah (or Sunna). For example, Allah asks Muslims for five prayers a day, but the Prophet used to add more prayers in between the five compulsory ones. Following the Prophet’s examples, or Sunnah, leads to great rewards from Allah and allowance for sins to be forgiven on Judgment Day.

Some Sunnah have to do with the way the Prophet carried out his daily life. Others give the Prophet’s explanation of Koranic text. These clarifications are found in the Hadith—quotes and anecdotes of Muhammad. There are thousands of Hadith that Muslims use to understand the Koran and Allah’s instructions thoroughly. A simple example would be as follows: The Koran states in reference to ablution, or ritual cleansing, that a person must wash his arms to the elbows, and his face, head, and feet. Prophet Muhammad complements the Koran by teaching his followers exactly how to wash, what other body parts to include, and the number of repetitions.

It is important to emphasize that the Prophet’s Sunnah and Hadith are believed to be of divine source, like the Koran itself. Any other rituals of worship innovated by people that are not in accordance with the Koran or the Sunnah are variations of the original Islamic teachings. The Koran comments on this as follows: “It is not fitting for a Believer, man or woman, when a matter has been decided by Allah and His Messenger to have any option about their decision: if any one disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he is indeed on a clearly wrong path” (33:36).

From a general perspective, the Koran and the Sunnah are the two sources of Islam. The Koran comes first, then the Sunnah complements it, explaining and clarifying what is difficult for the people to understand. Prophet Muhammad provided guidance through his Hadith and gave the people an example to follow. Muslims consider him the role model for Islam, and his teachings cannot be separated from the teachings of the Koran.
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 According to Islamic teachings, ablution is a standard requirement before most acts of worship. The Koran and the Sunnah teach that the hands, mouth, nostrils, arms, face, head, ears, and feet must be washed or wiped with clean water in that particular order to qualify as proper ablution.



The Role of the Sunnah

When scholars debate over a certain Islamic topic, they use quotes from the Koran and Sunnah to support their arguments. If a supporting statement they want is not available in the Koran, they quote a Hadith. The Hadith are integral for the survival of Islam. There are a few thousand of them that are available to answer common questions and interpret many verses in the Koran. They address specific Islamic situations or problems and propose solutions.


Traditions of the Prophet

The Koran asks people to observe, learn, and follow the traditions of Prophet Muhammad. Such traditions include how he prayed, ate, slept, walked, spoke, worshipped, and generally went about his life. Muslims learn about these traditions from the Hadith, which give the Prophet’s quotes and anecdotes as well as eyewitness accounts by his companions.

Because the Koran urges the true believer to live as the Prophet lived, many Muslims try to emulate him as much as possible. The Koran says that Prophet Muhammad is guided onto the right path, so Muslims believe it is in their best interest to follow the Prophet. Adding extra prayers between the main prayers is an example of a tradition learned from Muhammad and replicated by millions of Muslims.


[image: ] 
The Sunnah refers to the entire package of traditions, anecdotes, quotes, and Hadith left by Prophet Muhammad. A Hadith is part of the Sunnah, but specifically a quote from the Prophet.



The Hadith

A Hadith is almost always a quote of Prophet Muhammad from someone who was present with the Prophet at the moment he said it. Usually, a Hadith is preceded by the name of the person who transmitted the information, such as, “According to Aisha, Prophet Muhammad said so and so.” There are thousands of Hadith that are referenced this way.

The Hadith is the word of Muhammad, not Allah. The Hadith were not preserved as well as the Koran, and scholars say that a few Hadith underwent slight distortion as they were transmitted from reference to reference. Therefore, Hadith have three classifications: authenticated Hadith, valid Hadith, and weak Hadith. An authenticated Hadith is a real and accurate quote of Muhammad. A valid Hadith is less established and its integrity suffers from a minor degree of doubt. A weak Hadith is just what the name implies—the Prophet may or may not have said it.


The Qudsi Hadith

A Qudsi Hadith, also known as Hadith Qudsi (holy), is very different from the ordinary Hadith. A Qudsi Hadith is Allah’s words narrated through the Prophet; for example, Prophet Muhammad said, “On Judgment Day, Allah will speak to the people of heaven, telling them …” A Qudsi Hadith quotes Allah Himself, but in a manner and style different from the Koran.

There are, however, some scholars who doubt that such a Hadith is entirely the word of Allah. Qudsi Hadith can be used for reference, but they are not considered equal to the Koran. For one thing, a Muslim cannot recite a Qudsi Hadith in prayer, even though it is the word of Allah. The Koran does not mention the Hadith, but Muslims are delighted to have them as an additional source of information about their faith. In the years following the Prophet’s death, scholars collected both Qudsi and normal Hadith and preserved them in books that are still in print to this day. Examples of these books are Sahih Al Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, among many others, all readily available in Islamic book sections.
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 When Muslims say or hear Prophet Muhammad’s name, they always follow it with (in Arabic) “Peace and blessings be upon him.” When the name of one of his close friends is mentioned, they follow it with “May Allah be pleased with him.” Muslims also follow the name of Allah with “the Supreme, the Almighty.”



Straight from the Heavens

Muslims believe Prophet Muhammad was the last of the prophets, as the Koran clearly states. Prophet Muhammad didn’t know he was a messenger of Allah until his unexpected encounter with Angel Gabriel. Muhammad was in his forties at the time of the encounter, which marked the first revelation of the Koran.

According to the Koran, Allah gave direct instructions to Angel Gabriel, assigning him as the carrier of the words sent down to Prophet Muhammad. Angel Gabriel flew down from the Heavens to Muhammad on various occasions, delivering divine instructions that shaped the Sunnah, and divine words composing the Holy Book. Muslims completely believe that the words that make up the Koran were bestowed upon Muhammad and that they are the actual, literal spoken words of Allah.

Yet, what was revealed that first night was merely a flash—nothing more than a few words. The remainder of the Koran was revealed to Muhammad over the following twenty-three years. Before his death, Prophet Muhammad presented his people with the complete text in the same form that it is in today. (More on this story is found in Chapters 2 and 3.)

The Language of the Koran

The Koran is a sacred, protected text. Every true Muslim can quote from it. Memorizing parts of it is an honored tradition among all Muslims. However, memorization only counts when it is in original form: Arabic. Translations of the Holy Book are to help non-Arabs understand the text, but they in no way reveal the power of the original Arabic Koran.

The Koran can be read in English or in any other language for the purpose of studying or understanding it, but when a recital is required, such as in a prayer, it is only acceptable to Allah in the original form. Recitals must also be impeccable.


[image: ] How many letters are there in the Arabic alphabet?

Arabic contains twenty-seven letters, whereas English contains twenty-six. However, many Arabic letters have no close correspondent in English and vice versa. Non-Arabs find pronunciation of some Arabic letters very challenging, while Arabs find it fairly easy to pronounce English letters.



Translations and Interpretations

When Allah spoke the words of the Koran to Angel Gabriel, He spoke in Arabic. When Angel Gabriel flew down to Prophet Muhammad, he bestowed the words of the Koran exactly as Allah spoke them. Muhammad diligently memorized them, then had them recorded in writing. Through faithful preservation, what we have today in the Koran is believed by Muslims to be Allah’s words exactly as they were revealed to the Prophet.

It is a common sight to see Muslims moved to tears as they read the Koran, whether on pilgrimage in Mecca at the Kaaba, or sitting in their own home. Often, the awareness that what is being read is the Creator’s actual words gives a Muslim the chills. The might and mercy of Allah are crystal clear in the Koran, sometimes leading a believer to feel very insignificant in the scheme of the universe.


[image: ] 
Formal Arabic diff ers from the Arabic dialect spoken in Arab countries. Every region has a dialect of its own, but people of all regions understand each other well. Formal Arabic is used in all publications, speeches, TV and radio, and all situations in which a degree of formality is required.



To truly capture these emotions, the Koran needs to be read in its original form. As previously mentioned, translations of the Koran only translate the meaning, not the actual words. Not only do translations of the Koran lose their power as the literal words of Allah, but because Arabic is an immensely rich language that cannot be translated word for word to any other language, translations of the Koran lose much of the intensity and radiance of the original Arabic.

Arabic is a language that has not changed since the time of Muhammad. English, for instance, has changed dramatically. If you look at the language in early medieval England and compare it to modern English, you will see that it has evolved dramatically; Old English, as it is termed, is impossible to understand without considerable study of the language. Arabic underwent no such evolutionary process; formal Arabic, like that of the Koran, is a standard subject taught in Arab schools to this day.


The Meaning of “We”

Due to the complexity of Arabic vocabulary, translators often end up choosing the closest counterpart in the language of translation. When literary compromises are made in the course of translation, sometimes the text strays off the intended meaning, or causes confusion. The Koran wisely addresses this issue: “And verily We have displayed for mankind in this Koran all manner of similitudes, but man is more than anything contentious” (18:54).

A common issue of debate, and one that can be pointed out in the previous verse, is the use of the pronoun we in the Koran. In the Arabic language, the pronoun we is commonly used to signify respect. A person may speak about himself in this plural form when he is a figure of authority, saying, for example, “We have decided to accept this proposal,” even if he is really referring only to himself and not to a group. This use of the pronoun is rare in English but is sometimes used among royalty when they speak of themselves.

Since Allah is the Creator and the greatest authority, He refers to Himself as “We” in the Koran for the purposes of respect and glorification. Confusion arises when someone reading an English translation understands the pronoun as reference to a group. The Koran leaves no doubts in this matter: “Your God is one God, there is no God but Him, the Beneficent, the Merciful” (2:163).

Reading and Memorizing

The Koran and the Sunnah set rules Muslims must follow when attempting to read the Koran. Before even touching the Holy Book, the body must be cleansed through ablution. Allah specifies this in the Koran: “That (this) is indeed a noble Koran. In a book kept hidden. Which none touches but the purified. A revelation from the Lord of the Worlds” (56:77–80).

Scholars add that the mind must be clear and ready for the task, not lingering on other thoughts or distracted by other matters. The reader should be decently dressed, too—breezy summer wear is not appropriate! The objective is to treat and approach the Koran with utmost respect.
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 When reading the Koran it is also important to take a reasonably respectful posture. According to Islam, sitting at your desk, in an armchair, or on a ground cushion with your legs crossed are all acceptable positions, but leaning back in your seat and throwing your legs over your desk is not!



Muslims regularly pick up and read the Koran, even if they have already read it many times before. They say that the Koran, especially in the original Arabic, brings peace and tranquility to the mind and soul, and Muslims often read it for that purpose. Moreover, no matter how many times it is read, there is always a new discovery or enlightenment, or a lesson learned. Muslims take it as a guide for life that takes the effort out of deciding where one belongs, and why one exists. They believe it sets down a path to be followed.

Reading is one thing, however, and memorizing is another. The Koran’s rich dynamic prose makes memorization a daunting task, even for the fluent Arabic speaker. All memorization is done in Arabic, and there is never room for mistakes when reciting—every word must be correctly pronounced, no word may be omitted, no letter forgotten. Memorizing the entire Holy Book is quite an achievement! Despite that, you will find thousands of Muslims who have memorized all 600 pages of the Koran and can recite any verse almost at the press of a button.



[image: ] Chapter 2
The Messenger: Prophet Muhammad

Prophet Muhammad lived forty years as an ordinary citizen, followed by twenty-three years as a messenger of Allah. His life both before and after the first revelation is compelling; the man was well known in his tribe and possessed many qualities rare to the people of that period. He traveled the lands of Arabia, flew up to the Heavens and back, fought in battles, and still managed to preach and to become a living, breathing example of the Koran.


Prophet Muhammad Before the Revelation

Muhammad was born in A.d. 570 in a tribe called Quraish. After he was orphaned, he was raised by a kind and loving grandfather named Abdul Muttalib, then by his uncle, Abu Talib, after his grandfather’s death. The Quraish tribe lived in Mecca (pronounced Makka), which is now a major city in Saudi Arabia. The tribe was chaotic, unruly, rash, vulgar, hostile, yet very eloquent and poetic. They provided a rough environment for the messenger of Allah, but many of its people were in desperate need of guidance.
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 What is the Kaaba?

The Kaaba was built by Prophet Abraham and his son, Prophet Ishmael, 2,000 years before Muhammad was born. Abraham was ordered by Allah to build the cube-shaped structure as a house of Allah and a place for worship. It is said that Allah’s throne in the Heavens is directly aligned with the Kaaba on Earth. The Kaaba is located inside the Sacred Mosque (Masjid Al Haram) in Mecca.



Society and Culture of the Era

By the time Muhammad was born, it had been centuries since Jesus lived, and the people of Arabia had again turned away from God and His Scriptures. The majority of them had reverted to idolatry, the worship of physical objects as gods, building their stone idols around the Kaaba. While they regarded these stones as gods, a small minority known as the Hunafa (seekers of the truth) was repulsed by this behavior. Although the Hunafa did not condone the worship of stone statues, they knew no other faith to believe in. They had heard of Abraham and his preaching, but that had been such a long time in the past that his teachings had been lost.

There was a general lack of rules at the time. Slavery was at its peak, women were oppressed, babies buried alive, among other barbaric patterns of behavior. Vengeance was a common thing—if one person was murdered in a family or clan, that family would seek the killers and murder them and/or their families. Gambling and alcoholism were widespread.

Yet despite their disorder, the people of Quraish were generous and hospitable. They accommodated guests and travelers with great care and mercy. Their comprehensive knowledge of Arabic served them well as poets and writers. The tribe was well respected in Arabia.

The Birth of the Last Prophet

Muhammad’s father died while Amina, his wife, was pregnant with Muhammad. Amina had an idea her child would be special. Her pregnancy was a peaceful and comfortable one, during which she experienced many visions concerning her unborn child. On one occasion, she heard a voice telling her, “You are carrying in your womb the master of this nation. When he is born say, ‘I place him under the protection of the One from the evil of every envier.’ Call him Muhammad.”

The birth happened at nighttime with the help of a midwife. It is said that a sweet scent of musk emanated from a birthmark on the infant’s back between his shoulders. He was named Muhammad, a name never previously used. The infant was cradled with delight by his grandfather, Abdul Muttalib. The news of the birth traveled fast due to Abdul Muttalib’s high status in the tribe.
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Muhammad’s lineage goes back 3,500 years to the time of Prophet Abraham. He is a descendant of Prophet Ishmael, Abraham’s son. Just as Abraham preached for one God, his family and descendants carried forth his message all the way down to Abdul Muttalib, who always believed in the one God, Allah.



Soon, however, Amina and Abdul Muttalib decided to find a foster mother for the baby in order to have him raised in the desert. It was common for families to send their children to Bedouin foster parents for many reasons, such as to teach them Arabic in the purest form (for which the Bedouins were well known), and to protect them from diseases that sometimes were prevalent in the cities. Muhammad was then given to Halima, a poor Bedouin mother who traveled with her husband, and who lovingly nurtured the boy until he reached the age of six.

Muhammad returned to Mecca to live with his mother, but it wasn’t long before she was stricken with an illness that took her life. The grieving grandfather gave the little boy a loving home, raising him with more devotion and care than he did his own children. However, Abdul Muttalib was already in his eighties, and passed away when Muhammad was ten. Muhammad’s uncle, Abu Talib, then became his guardian.

The Early Years

As Muhammad reached his teens, he learned the arts of self-defense and archery, as well as skills of trade. Trade was common practice and a steady source of income. Muhammad accompanied his uncle’s trade caravan trips to the north, and soon the word about his honesty and dependability in carrying out business transactions reached far, making him a frequently sought-after agent for conducting trade affairs.

One person who heard of the young man people trusted so fervently was a wealthy widow named Khadija. She held high status in the tribe and regularly dispatched trade caravans to different regions of Arabia. Muhammad’s reputation dazzled her, and she requested that he take her caravans on a trading journey, promising to double his fees. She was duly impressed when he returned with higher profits than usual.

Eventually, Muhammad’s fondness for Khadija grew and they married. He was twenty-five, and she was nearing forty but still held a great deal of beauty. The age difference apparently proved irrelevant, as the couple shared twenty-six years of marriage. Even though their wealth increased, Muhammad maintained a humble lifestyle, choosing to distribute portions of his income to the needy.
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 Prophet Muhammad married twelve times, mostly for humane purposes, such as offering physical and financial security to women who needed it. He always admired and respected each wife, never once mistreating them. Likewise, his wives loved him.



The successful marriage elevated Muhammad to an important and trusted figure in Mecca. Together, Muhammad and Khadija had six children—two boys who sadly died very young, and four cherished girls, Fatima, Ruqaiya, Umm Kulthoom, and Zainab. The couple was extremely devoted to each other, offering unlimited support to each other as living conditions deteriorated during Muhammad’s preaching in Mecca. Khadija was the first convert to Islam after the revelation of prophecy to Muhammad. When she died in A.D. 576, her death left him distraught, and although he remarried later on, he always talked of Khadija with the greatest love and respect.

Angel Gabriel Reveals Himself

Muhammad was never among those who worshipped the stone idols. He followed his grandfather’s example, believing that the real Creator must be out there somewhere. He spent time in nature and frequently meditated. When revelation came to him, he reacted as any human would: with fear and confusion. The encounter with an apparition not from our world left him shaken, but the Prophet soon got back on his feet, recognizing the mission that had been divinely assigned to him.

The Cave Refuge

In the far outskirts of Mecca stands a mountain called Mount Hira. In his attempts to escape the corruption of Quraish, Muhammad often retreated to one of Mount Hira’s caves. He was appalled at his tribe’s religious rituals. The stone idols were scattered in and around the Kaaba, which was supposed to be the house of the Creator alone. Unable to endure such contempt, he sought the peace and tranquility of the cave to think and wonder about the Creator.


[image: ]
 Muhammad made it a custom to retreat to the cave at Mount Hira, particularly during the month of Ramadan. He spent hours meditating—his chosen way of worshipping the Creator. His retreats would last so long that he sometimes carried food to keep him from starving. Khadija supported her husband, sending him extra supplies when she suspected that his provisions had run out.




A Light from the Heavens

On the twenty-seventh day of Ramadan in the year that he turned forty, Muhammad sat meditating in the cave of Mount Hira. Night had fallen and he sat consumed in his thoughts, when he heard a voice that shook him to the core. The apparition that appeared took his breath away with its size and brightness that filled the sky. When it spoke, it said to him, “Read!”

Muhammad was eloquent, having been educated in spoken language and poetry in his younger years, but he never learned to read or write. Anxiously but respectfully, he answered, “I cannot read.” Again, the apparition ordered him to read. Muhammad’s answer was the same. Then the apparition said, “Read: In the name of your Lord who created; created man from a clot. Read: And your Lord is the Most Bounteous; Who taught by the pen; taught man that which he knew not” (96:1–5).

The words found their way directly to Muhammad’s mind and heart. The apparition departed, and Muhammad set off down the mountainside in haste. Khadija, who was climbing up with fresh provisions, met him halfway. He ran to her, frantically calling out, “Cover me! Cover me!” And he told her what he had just experienced.

His First Night as Prophet

Muhammad feared that the apparition he saw was an evil spirit or jinn. Khadija managed to calm him down and took him to a relative of hers who was well versed with the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. The man, named Waraqah, had lost his sight with advancing age, but his memory and studies of the ancient Scriptures were clear.
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