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A Classic Adirondack Adirondack Paddle

Including a Visit with Noah John Rondeau the Hermit of Cold River Flow
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FUN AND ADVENTURE IN SCOUTING

William J. O’Hern
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All of the photographs from Paoli Troop 1’s Adirondack Log of its 1946 canoe trip were taken by George M. Aman III and are used courtesy of Mike Akins, Scoutmaster, Paoli Troop 1, Wayne, PA.









[image: frn_fig_007.jpg]


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

For permission to reprint the ADIRONDACK LOG of Paoli Troop 1 Boy Scouts of America, June 15 to 30, 1946, created and compiled by George M. Aman III, William Z. McLear III, and Herbert J. Henderson, grateful acknowledgement is made to the creators and to Mike Akins, Scoutmaster of Paoli Troop 1, Wayne, PA.


Grateful acknowledgement is made to the late George Glyndon Cole, Editor and Publisher, of North Country Life for permission to reprint the Lucius Russell portion of William H. “Billy: Burger’s “Some Conservation Men,” original material that appeared in North Country Life, Summer 1950 and William H. Burger’s “George Moran of Raquette Falls,” original material that appeared in North Country Life, Spring 1952. Burger’s article was later reprinted in Adirondack Kaleidoscope and North Country Characters (In the Adirondacks, May 2013), and appears here as “Raquette Falls, the Last Adirondack Frontier” with permission of In the Adirondacks.


For permission to reprint Clayt Seagears’“Hermit of Cold River” that appeared in The New York State Conservationist October–November 1946 issue, grateful acknowledgement is made to hte author, to The New York State Conservationist, and to Eileen C. Stegemann, Assistant Editor of the Conservationist magazine.


Grateful acknowledgement is made to The Northern Logger & Timber Processor and Erin Kessler, Executive Editor where “Adirondack Logger Rescues an Iconic Hermit’s Cabin,” by William J. O’Hern first appeared in the November 2022 issue.


Cover image: “Long Lake, looking north from New York State Route 30, Hamilton County, in the Adirondack Mountains.” Photograph by Marc Wanner, ©2023.









DEDICATION


[image: frn_fig_008.jpg]


To the creators of Adirondack Log of Paoli Troop 1 (left to right) Herbert J. “Hobey” Henderson, William Z. “Bill” McLear III, and George M. Aman.


and
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Richard A. “Dick” Henderson, shown with his wife, Alisan in 2018 at their Wayne, PA, home of 60 years. Two years following the Paoli Troop 1 1946 canoe expedition, Dick found that interest and passion had motivated him and his brother Hobey to join the Adirondack Mountain Club (ADK).


Dick treasures his Kodachrome slides snapped with his new Argus C3 camera during the summer of 1948 when he worked as a hut boy at ADK’s Johns Brook Lodge (JBL).


At 94, Dick continues to exhibit the same spirit that served him so well as a first class scout. This project would never have materialized without his leadership.
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The cover of Paoli Troop 1’s Special Book. Courtesy Mike Akins, Scoutmaster of Paoli Troop 1









PREFACE
A SPECIAL BOOK

Primary sources of information, such as scrapbooks, journals and diaries, letters and postcards, voice recordings and photo albums help one relate in a personal way to events of the past. They promote a deeper understanding of history as a series of human events which can be more deeply explored with every new piece of evidence.



[image: frn_fig_011.jpg]
The cover of the hermit’s1946 journal. Noah John Rondeau wrote his1946 journal almost entirely in an enigmatic code that resembled the “footprints of an inebriated hen.” Courtesy The Adirondack Experience at Blue Mountain Lake.




Aside from human memory and the unrecorded oral transmission of information from generation to generation, histories based on primary sources are really the only way the current generation can hope to relate to and understand what happened before.


That is the case with the discovery of this 1946 Boy Scout trip journal’s survival. The Adirondack Log of Paoli Troop 1 is a true blessing to those who enjoy canoeing and hiking in the same area today. Readers can only imagine
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Dick Henderson commented, “I am quite intrigued by these [well organized in-advance of the expedition] pages of food supplies needed for the canoe trip! Although I am listed on the first few pages of the Adirondack Log as being Commissary Chief, I have remembered absolutely nothing about such a project, except…looking at these lists, I see a few handwritten words on them that look like mine. Old white-haired Miss Darlington at Radnor taught us penmanship in the style of the Declaration of Independence. And I see more of the words that look to be written in the style of my mother….” Courtesy Mike Akins, Scoutmaster of Paoli Troop 1





how much the boys in the journal—now elderly men—enjoy reliving the adventure that was carefully preserved in words and photographs by their fellow scouts and now will be further preserved for later generations in this small publication.


The discovery of this 75-year-old log makes it fun and interesting to learn about historical events in the words and images of the direct participants. Besides, everything worth discovering and learning about hasn’t been written in a formal history text—not by a long shot.


Another editor and I have altered this text and captions very minimally, only for such purposes as to render it easier to read and to make spelling consistent. Throughout, our goal has been to preserve the original to the extent possible.
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“The historic eleven pages of handwritten food lists for the trip, each page indicating where the food would be bought along the way, were contained in a black oil cloth container which went along with the scouts on the trip. My dad had the lists within the oil cloth for the last 75 years!” —Chad Henderson. Courtesy Chad Henderson




Paoli Troop 1’s Adirondack log is written, I believe, on older paper made with high cotton fiber content. For its age, it is actually in better condition after being stored for seventy-five years than some newer primary sources I have seen printed on newer high-wood pulp paper. Nearly a century old, the paper is brittle and crumbles easily. The photographs are faded and some curled, but the images portray a marvelous canoe journey and that is a standard trip still taken today by all sorts of groups.



The contents are neatly organized with an introduction and a list of members and positions. There are maps that were used to guide the fleet of canoes, a listing of the daily menus, songs sung, souvenirs collected and autographs of some participants.


The fifty-plus-page text that tells the daily story is typed. Snapshots are carefully affixed and arranged tastefully to illustrate the sixteen-day unfolding tale.


Dick Henderson reported that Hobey Henderson and George Aman,“with authority…sat out on George’s porch and composed the text of theAdirondack Log together. That makes sense because Hobey was the Master of sequence of events, and George was the Master of what event was happening when a photo was snapped.” George reports Bill McLear’s contribution to the Log has been lost in the passage of time.
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This photo of the group of Pennsylvania Boy Scouts was found in Noah John Rondeau’s photo album. He labeled it “Penn. Scouts.” Courtesy Richard J. Smith from Rondeau’s photo album




I am always excited to find such an interesting document that speaks of the mountains and waters “Up North.” It is just the kind of jewel story-tellers seek, collect, and share. It’s an open-ended quest I’ll always do.


Reading the Adirondack Log was, I can only guess, as much fun for its makers as seeing memorable landscapes in print.
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The hermit casting from one of his favorite perches. Rocky, boulder-strewn Cold River is a scenic paradise. Courtesy Jay L. Gregory




Being curious about the log’s whereabouts, I asked participant Richard “Dick” Henderson about the priceless journal that had a long shelf life. Where had the document been all these long years? Judging from the yellowing of paper and photos, I assumed it might have been exposed to light and maybe extremes of heat. Yet despite the cumulative, irreversible damage, the document was still an interesting portrait painted from a real-life experience.


The answer to my question came to Dick from his brother, Herb “Hobey” Henderson:



George Aman and I wrote, typed and compiled the pages of the log at his house in Wayne, PA, later that notable summer of 1946. When I had the log bolted together using its wood cover (made by poor-carpenter me), I built a special cardboard box to protect the book that form-fit the log. It was then tucked away in my bottom bureau drawer awaiting further advice as to where it should be held in perpetuity.


And our dear log stayed in that same bureau drawer for many, many years as I completed my education, served in the army, worked, and moved from hither to yon all over the USA for many years. Finally, sometime before 2011, I rescued the book from its safe jail and gave it to Dick during one of our frequent trips to Pennsylvania and Maine, confident that he could find an appropriate home for it. Dick gave the log to co-author George Aman who I understand presented it to Paoli 1 at their 100th anniversary affair. Paoli 1 at that time had a safe place in which to keep it for the inspiration of future Boy Scouts.


BUT WAIT! THERE’S MORE! A new discovery! In that same bureau drawer has lain hidden all these years a very beat-up oil cloth packet containing hand-printed lists of food/provision items needed for the trip that were to be purchased in Wayne, PA, and along the trip at small Adirondack stores. A gem!”




So, there’s the story of the log for you who have immersed yourselves in a magnificent historical project.
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Cold River City. The Adirondack Mountains is a land of high rock-faced and forested summits and rolling hills, with more lakes and streams than can easily be counted. Courtesy Gay Prue










INTRODUCTION
A VACATION PARADISE

The Paoli 1 Boy Scouts’ trip took place in America’s rarest playground—the ancient Adirondack Mountains—which has been known as “A Vacation Paradise” for more than a century. Nearly four million acres in extent in 1946 when the outing that is chronicled in the following pages took place, this vast playground embraces more than 1,500 lakes of all sizes and depths and at varying altitudes, comparable in splendor and picturesqueness with the famous lakes of the world. Nearly 2,000 mountains, many of them forest-clad, some with rock-faced peaks towering into the air for more than 5,000 feet, add their majestic grandeur to the natural panorama. Here the moods of nature inspire the spirit of freedom and play. Here city life is forgotten, business and social cares are cast aside, and concern gives way to the joy of living out-of-doors.


Several decades earlier, automobiling in and about this famous resort region was made possible by the perfected system of state highways. The development of accommodations at hotels, boarding houses, state-run campgrounds, boat launches, and lean-tos made the vast area “A Vacation Paradise” for thousands of tourists and vacationists who now had access to the woods and waters and could choose lodging that varied from primitive to luxurious. The recreational possibilities afforded in this vast state playground were so diversified in character that unlimited opportunities were offered for every kind of outdoor sport.


This was what the group of teenage Pennsylvania Boy Scouts found in June 1946 when they came to launch a small fleet of rented canoes or an extended vacation that offered natural beauty, history and a special Adirondack character they would long remember.


Their route took them on what is today the Adirondack Ninety-mile Canoe Classic from Old Forge to Saranac Lake. This is also the first section of today’s Northern Forest Canoe Trail, considered the waterway equivalent of the Appalachian Trail, which extends via rivers, streams, lakes, and carries to Fort Kent, Maine.


In 1946 World War II had ended, the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) was established, War Crimes Tribunals
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