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HISTORIC PISTOLS: AUSTRIA / BAVARIA


Historic Pistols


Winkler




[image: image]


Type: Breech-loading parlor pistol


Origin: Josef Winkler, Ferlach, Karnten, Austria


Caliber: BB


Barrel Length: 2.5in





The Josef Winkler company was in business from 1915 to 1956, and was well-known in Europe for sporting arms, principally double barreled shotguns. The town of Ferlach has been a thriving center of gun making for centuries. This weapon is known in the US as a “parlor pistol,” derived from the German name “zimmerschutzen,” or “room shooting”. This involved weapons with very heavy barrels and very small caliber, which were used for family entertainment (presumably in large houses!).


Werder
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Type: Breech-loading pistol


Origin: L. Werder, Nurnberg, Bavaria


Caliber: 11.5mm


Barrel Length: 15in





Werder, a gunsmith of Nurnberg, was the designer of the Werder rifle, which equipped both the Austrian and Bavarian armies in the late nineteenth century. He also designed a patented pistol Model 1869 for use by light cavalry regiments and the weapon shown here has the same action but with a much longer barrel, which is actually a cut-down rifle barrel. Ammunition was loaded manually from the top using a mechanism resembling that of a Martini-Henry rifle.


HISTORIC PISTOLS: BELGIUM


Box Lock
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Type: Box lock percussion pistol


Origin: unknown Belgian gunsmith


Caliber: .50


Barrel Length: 4in





This half-inch caliber pistol has an ornate barrel shaped like that of a full-size ship’s cannon and would have had a serious effect on a target at the very close ranges for which it was intended. The hammer for the percussion ignition system is mounted in a box in the middle of the frame hence the term box lock It bears a Belgian proof-mark, but there is no means of identifying the maker.


Double Barrel
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Type: Double barrel percussion pistol


Origin: unknown Belgian gunsmith


Caliber: .40


Barrel Length: 2.63in





Muzzle-loading pistols were too slow to reload in action so the double barreled weapon gave the firer a second chance at an adversary. Such “pocket” pistols were produced in large quantities by Belgian gunsmiths in the early nineteenth century and this is one of the better quality weapons to survive. The pistol is some 6.5in long and weighs 12oz, enabling it to be carried in one of the capacious pockets of coats then in style.


Large Bore
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Type: Screw-barrel percussion pistol


Origin: unknown Belgian gunsmith


Caliber: .70


Barrel Length: 2.5in





This early nineteenth century percussion pistol has Liege proof marks, indicating that it was manufactured in this famous gun making city in Eastern Belgium, it is marked with the maker’s name but the initials “FT” could be attributed to any of some half-dozen local gunsmiths. The massive .70 caliber ball would have weighed approximately loz, which on firing would have resulted in considerable damage.


Mariette Pepperbox




[image: image]


Type: Five-shot percussion pistol


Origin: Gilles Mariette, Liege, Belgium


Caliber: 8mm


Barrel length: 3.5in





This pepperbox, made by Gilles Mariette, of Cheratte, near Liege, Belgium (1832-65), has five 8mm caliber barrels, which were rotated by hand. It was unusual in that in most pepperboxes the hammer struck the nipple behind the uppermost barrel, but in this design by Mariette it struck the lowermost. The significance of this weapon is that it had five-shot capability and was the forerunner of the revolver.


Nagant Rolling-Block Pistol
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Type: Single-round pistol


Origin: Fabrique d’Armes, E. & L. Nagant, Liege, Belgium


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 5.5in





The Belgian firm of Nagant, founded in 1859, made weapons fitted with the Remington rolling-block breech-loading mechanism under license, the first of which was a somewhat ungainly double barreled pistol for the Belgian gendarmerie (military police). The company also produced this, equally ungainly, single barrel version.


Pepperbox
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Type: Five-shot pistol


Origin: Unknown Belgian gun maker


Caliber:. 32


Barrel length: 2.75in





This pepperbox is of a much higher standard than usual, with engraving on the metalwork and a fine rosewood stock. The five barrels are 2.75 inches in length and of .32 caliber, and the unit, which has fluted sides, is better engineered than in almost any other pepperbox. Despite all this, the maker has left no trace of his name or country of origin, although from the general style and the proof marks, he was almost certainly Belgian.


HISTORIC PISTOLS: BELGIUM / CONTINENTAL


Percussion Pistol
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Type: Percussion pistol


Origin: unknown Belgian gunsmith


Caliber: .50


Barrel Length: 5in





There are no identification marks on this well made and neatly designed percussion pistol, one of many thousands produced by skilled Belgian gunsmiths in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The guns were exported to the United States in volume providing relatively inexpensive firearms in the days before America’s homegrown gun industry became well established. The (probably steel) ramrod has been lost over the years and would normally have been located beneath the barrel.


CONTINENTAL WEAPONS
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The word “continental” in weapons terms almost always means that a firearm is known to have been made somewhere in continental Europe (as opposed to the US), but that, despite extensive research, neither the precise gunsmith nor the country of origin can be established. Quite why gunsmiths should have been so reluctant to put their names on their products is not clear but the fact is that many didn’t, and many thousands of such weapons still exist as shown by these three pistols.


This percussion pistol is typical of weapons produced in Belgium in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, but the only marking on it is the serial number “14.” It is a very simple weapon with a 3.63in barrel, firing a .52 caliber ball.


HISTORIC PISTOLS: CONTINENTAL


Box Lock Pistol
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Type: Box lock/flintlock pocket pistol


Origin: Unknown Continental gunsmith


Caliber: .50


Barrel Length: 1.63in





This flintlock pocket pistol does not have any maker’s or proof marks, either, although both sides of the metalwork carry elaborate engravings. Note the very short barrel, which is of .50 caliber and only 1.63in long allowing it to be easily concealed in a coat pocket.


Flintlock Pistol
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: Unknown Continental gunsmith


Caliber: .50


Barrel Length: 4.1 in





A smaller flintlock pistol, this one similarly lacks any form of marking and the purist collector will note that while the barrel and body are original, a number of parts, including the ramrod and main spring are replacements. This type of gun would be carried by the driver of a carriage to ward off highwaymen.


HISTORIC PISTOLS: FRANCE


Flobert Tip-Up Pistol
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Type: Single-round pistol


Origin: Louis Flobert, Paris, France


Caliber: .22


Barrel Length: 9.25in





In 1847 a Frenchman named Louis Flobert invented a cartridge which consisted of a ball in a case whose base contained a percussion cap with a rim of primer The charge was sufficiently powerful to propel the round over short distances for target shooting, but propellant was later added to increase the range. Flobert also manufactured rifles and pistols to use his cartridges, which were available in 4mm upwards. The pistol we show was produced at his factory.


St Etienne Model 1822
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Type: Percussion conversion


Origin: National Arsenal, St. Etienne, France


Caliber: .70


Barrel Length: 5in





When the percussion mechanism became widely accepted, many older flintlock weapons were converted to this way of firing, either by their original makers or by independent gunsmiths. Shown here is a pistol originally made as a Model 1822 flintlock at the St Etienne arsenal, but subsequently converted by an unknown hand to the percussion method. It is a large military-caliber pistol with a part-octagonal barrel, and unusually, no ram appears to have been fitted.


St Etienne Palm Pistol
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Type: Five-shot Palm pistol


Origin: National Arsenal, St Etienne, France


Caliber: 8mm


Barrel Length: 2in





Palm-pistols (also known as “squeezers”) were popular in the nineteenth century as a form of personal protection. Made to resemble a cigarette packet, they were similar in mission and size to derringers, but with the major difference that whereas the derringer held one, or two rounds, palm pistols held five. The palm pistols shown here are similar to each other, each carrying five rounds. Muzzle velocity was very low and range probably no more than a few feet, although they are, somewhat optimistically, fitted with foresights.


HISTORIC PISTOLS: GERMANY / IRELAND


Target Pistol
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Type: Target pistol


Origin: unknown German gunsmith


Caliber: .22


Barrel Length: 11.2in





This handsome .22in caliber breech-loading German target pistol is marked with the name “J.H. Hampe, Gettingen” on the top of the barrel, but no gunsmith of this name is recorded by any of the authorities on the subject. The weapon is made in the old style of target pistol, with a long (11.2in) barrel and a gracefully curved stock. The frame is decorated with light scroll engraving. The grips are checkered walnut.


John Rigby Duelling Pistol
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Type: Dueling pistol


Origin: John Rigby, Dublin, Ireland


Caliber: 60in


Barrel Length: 10in





The Rigby family is known to have been in the gun making business in Dublin in the nineteenth century, but this dueling pistol, which bears that name, suggests that they may have been operating there in the eighteenth century, as well. The barrel is also marked “DC-479” which means that it was registered at Dublin Castle, the residence and main offices of the British Lord Lieutenant, who governed Ireland on behalf of the British Crown.


HISTORIC PISTOLS: IRELAND / ITALY


Flintlock Pistol
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: Dunn, Dublin, Ireland


Caliber: .68


Barrel Length: 8in





This military style pistol bears the mark “Dunn” on the lockplate and “Dublin” on the top of the barrel. The gun’s general design and features suggest the early eighteenth century and it is known that there was a gunsmith named Nathaniel Dunn working in Dublin in this period. The pistol has ornate brass fittings such as the trigger guard, butt end and ramrod tubes. The original wooden ramrod is still present but is missing its brass tip.


Naval Flintlock
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: unknown Italian gunsmith


Caliber: 64in


Barrel Length: 7.9in





An unknown gunsmith manufactured this eighteenth-century flintlock large bore pistol in Italy. It is fairly typical of a mid-eighteenth century European weapon. According to the markings, the lock was manufactured in Turin and the walnut stock in Capellaro. The barrel was originally longer, but has been cut short at some time in the pistol’s life. The ramrod socket is a brass fitment as is the trigger guard and butt end cap.


HISTORlC PISTOLS: SWITZERLAND / UNITED KINGDOM


Knap Percussion
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Type: Percussion target pistol


Origin: A. Knap, Rheinfelden, Switzerland


Caliber: 0.50in


Barrel Length: 9.5in





This very handsome target pistol was made in the middle of the nineteenth century at Rheinfelden in Switzerland. It is unmistakeably representative of the middle-European style of “shutzen” target gun of the time. Its carved stock with checkered grip and ornate trigger guard are typical features. It is marked with the name “A. KNAP” who is known to have been an active gunsmith in that town at that time.


Blanchard
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Type: Percussion target pistol


Origin: Blanchard, London, England


Caliber: .62in


Barrel Length: 5in





A target pistol from the mid-nineteenth Century this one was made by Blanchard of London. The Blanchard family were originally from Paris and were famous for their precision made weapons, which were known for their accuracy and therefore were often used for dueling purposes. Finely made with microgroove rifling in the 8-inch barrel, it has a finely checkered butt, with a cap box inside, and the turned steel ramrod held in the wooden stock.


HISTORIC PISTOLS: UNITED KINGDOM


Brunn Double-Barreled Pistol
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Type: Double-barreled flintlock pistol


Origin: Brunn, London, England


Caliber: 28 bore


Barrel Length: 6in





Before the advent of revolvers, one of the only ways to get more than one shot from a pistol without reloading was to have more than one barrel. A London gunsmith made this fine example, around 1790. It has two side-by-side barrels, and two separate triggers operating two complete flintlock mechanisms. The design of this pistol shows signs of European influence with the eccentric shaped trigger guard and cross-hatching on the grip.


Bunney Cannon Barreled Pistol
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Type: Single-barreled flintlock pistol


Origin: Bunney, London, England


Caliber: 24 bore


Barrel Length: 5.25in





As is obvious from the picture, the shape of this kind of pistol gave rise to the “cannon-barrel” description. This unusual and attractive flintlock example dates from around 1770 and is typical of the type. The polished bronze barrel can be unscrewed, giving access to the breech for reloading, while a sliding trigger guard safety gives the user some protection from accidental discharges. The flat-sided wooden handgrip is finely carved with scroll patterns.


Cogswell Pepperbox
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Type: Six-shot pistol


Origin: Cogswell, London, England


Caliber: 60 bore


Barrel Length: 3.5in





Made by Benjamin Cogswell, 224 Strand, London, and engraved as such, this finely made percussion pepperbox has six barrels, each of 60 bore and each three-and-a half-inches long. The self-cocking hammer is top mounted. Note the large trigger guard and the shield around the nipples to prevent copper fragments from the cap hitting the user. The sides of the action are intricately engraved in a scroll pattern The company is still in business today as Cogswell and Harrison.


Collumbell Holster Pistol
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Type: Single barreled flintlock pistol


Origin: Collumbell, London, England


Caliber: 20 bore


Barrel Length: 5in





Made in around 1740, by Collumbell of London, this is a solid example of a holster pistol of that time. David Collumbell was apprenticed to Gerrett Johnson in 1712, established his own company at King Street, Westminster, from 1734 to 57. He moved to Parliament Street in Westminster in 1763. He was appointed gun maker to the East India Company in 1761. The lock has the maker’s name engraved on it, and uses a “swan-neck” cock. The stock is made from walnut, and comes complete with a brass butt cap.


Cooper Large Pepperbox
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Type: Multi-shot pistol


Origin: Cooper, Birmingham, England


Caliber: .40in


Barrel Length: 5.9in





Joseph Rock Cooper was an English gunsmith, working in Birmingham, England, but with sales outlets in London and in New York City who held patents for six and twelve-barreled revolving pistols. The model seen here is a six-barrel pepperbox, each barrel being 5.9 inches long and .40 caliber, making it rather large for a weapon which was supposed to fit into the shooter’s pocket. In this model the barrel unit was advanced mechanically by the trigger mechanism.


Deane Belt Pistol
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Type: Percussion pistol


Origin: G. & J. Deane, London, England


Caliber: .60in


Barrel Length: 4.9in





This mid-nineteenth century pistol was designed and manufactured by G. & J. Deane of 30 King William Street, situated in the London Bridge area of London, England. It has a Damascus steel brown hexagonal barrel with the address “George & John Deane. (Makers to H.R.H. Prince Albert.)” The parts are engraved and there is a captive swivelling steel ramrod. The large caliber of this weapon would have created considerable recoil. It would have considerably damaged the target if the firer’s aim was good.


Egg Flintlock
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Type: Percussion pistol


Origin: D. Egg, London, England


Caliber: 24 bore


Barrel Length: 7in





Durs Egg had reputation for high quality work. He was an appointed gun maker to various members of the British royal family, including the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York. This flintlock brass barreled holster pistol is dated 1796. It is a fine example of his work. It is a solid usable firearm rather than a highly decorated presentation piece. It has a walnut stock with a brass butt cap, trigger guard, and a wooden ramrod with a brass tip.


EIG M1842 Cavalry Pistol
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Type: Service percussion pistol


Origin: East India Gun Company


Caliber: .65


Barrel Length: 5in





The East India Company ran India almost as if the company was an independent state, to the extent that it even formed, trained and equipped its own armed forces. The East India Gun Company made this heavy military pistol for its own forces.


The gun is dated 1871, and has Birmingham proof marks on the lock. It has several issue marks stamped on the stock, including one that reads “1885 Bentley and Playfair.” Indian issue marks are also engraved on the barrel.


Fisher Flintlock Traveler’s Pistol
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: Fisher, Bristol, England


Caliber: .50


Barrel Length: 5in





This typical flintlock pistol has the names “Fisher” on the lock and “Bristol” on the barrel. It is known that a gunsmith of that name was active in Bristol, England in the 1820s. A stylish gun, its sideplates are shaped and engraved, the stock is of light walnut, and the barrel is made of brass. The ramrod is finished in contrasting dark stained hardwood and has a brass ferrule.


Galton Flintlock Pistols
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This handsome pair of flintlock pistols is housed in a specially made case, together with the original bullet mold, although the powder flask appears to have come from another weapon. The two closed lids on the case are compartments in which to store lead balls. Other tools, like the nipple wrench and screwdriver are noticeably absent. These pistols were made by Galton and there were several gunsmiths of that name active in London and Birmingham between 1750 and 1812.


Hollis & Sheath Percussion Pocket Pistol
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Type: Percussion pistol


Origin: Hollis & Sheath, London, England


Caliber: .40


Barrel Length: 4in





Hollis & Sheath were gunsmiths, based in Birmingham and London in the middle of the nineteenth century. This attractive percussion cap pocket pistol is about six inches long. It has a detachable barrel, which is threaded in front of the firing nipple. It is also equipped with a foresight, an engraved action, and a hammer. It was designed to be hidden about the firer’s person to be used as a “last-ditch” defense against the robbers and footpads that frequented the back streets of nineteenth-century London.


Ketland Flintlock Pistol
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: William Ketland & Co, Birmingham, England


Caliber: .60


Barrel Length: 7.75in





This flintlock pistol has a brass barrel, iron mechanism, and a walnut stock. The lock is marked “W/KETLAND/&Co.” Several generations of this family were employed in the weapons business from the mid-eighteenth to mid-nineteenth centuries. It was based in Birmingham and London. The family also had close ties with the United States and two brothers, John and Thomas Ketland, were resident in Philadelphia from 1797 to 1800. They supplied a large number of weapons to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.


Ketland Dragoon Flintlock Pistol
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: William Ketland & Co, Birmingham, England


Caliber: .70


Barrel Length: 9.0in





Another product of the Ketland family, this dragoon pistol is undated, but bears the “GR” (George Rex or King George) royal cipher in front of the cock. This would date it to some time midway between 1714 and 1830. Various parts of this weapon are replacements, including the cock, hammer and ramrod, and the barrel has significant signs of corrosion in the vicinity of the touch hole. Despite this, the gun is still of considerable value as an antique.


Manton Traveler’s Pistols
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: Joseph Manton & Son, London, England


Caliber: .55


Barrel Length: 9in





Joseph and John Manton were brothers who traded Independently. They were two of England’s finest gunsmiths of the early nineteenth century. Shown here is a pair of so-called “Travelers Pistols.” These were handy but effective weapons, designed for self-protection from robbers and brigands, while travelling on the unpoliced roads of the time. Each pistol has a full-length walnut stock, finely checkered butt and Birmingham proof marks. The barrels show the distinctive markings of the manufacturing process that was known as “Damascus twist.”


Mewis London Blunderbuss Pistol
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Type: Flintlock blunderbuss pistol


Origin: Mewis & Co, Birmingham, England


Caliber: .50


Barrel Length: 7.4in





This pistol is marked “Mewis & Co.” A gunsmithing company of that name was in business in Birmingham, England in the late eighteenth century. The gun was proofed in Birmingham and has London retailer’s marks indicating that it was supplied to a London trader. The effect of such a blunderbuss weapon would have been devastating against a human being or an animal at short range. In common with many blunderbusses the barrel is made from brass.


Nock Flintlock .45 Pistol
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: Nock, England


Caliber: .45


Barrel Length: 2.4in





The Nock family were active gunsmiths from the 1770s to the 1860s. They had numerous government contracts, particularly with the Royal Navy. Many of their weapons are also marked “Gun makers to His Majesty,” suggesting that they were in the privileged position of supplying weapons to the Royal Household. This weapon is marked “London,” but has Birmingham proofs suggesting that while Nock’s premises were in London, they had either a factory in Birmingham, or that the gun was supplied by a subcontractor.


Richards Over/Under
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Type: Over/under flintlock pistol


Origin: Richards, London, England


Caliber: .44in


Barrel Length: 1 6in





The over/under pistol was one of the early attempts at obtaining a compact multi-barrel weapon without the breadth involved in the double barrel design. The preloaded barrels swivelled to use the same flintlock firing mechanism, meaning that the second shot was not instant. As with many weapons of this period this pistol was manufactured and proofed in Birmingham, but sold in London, England. The inscription on the side of the action confirms this.


Saunders Queen Anne
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: T. Saunders, London, England


Caliber: 20 bore


Barrel Length: 12in





This style of pistol is often referred to as the “Queen Anne” type, although most pistols of this sort were produced after that Queen died in 1714. It has the cannon barrel shape, and has a “three stage” barrel. Made by T. Saunders, a contemporary London gunsmith, it has a finely engraved lockplate, and a serpent engraving in the stock on the opposite side. The stock is walnut and has a hefty brass butt cap.


Scottish Dress Pistol
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Type: Flintlock dress pistol


Origin: Scottish gunsmith


Caliber: 36 bore


Barrel Length: 6.25in





In the seventeenth century, the Scottish gunsmithing tradition was to make pistols completely from metal. The stock was made from brass, or steel. In the early Victorian years, there was a popular romantic view of Scotland, partly inspired by the novels of Sir Walter Scott. Unlikely versions of “Highland Dress” became popular at parties, and wearers often completed their outfit with pastiches of “traditional Highland weapons.” This pistol dates from around 1 840, and was intended for this market.


Smith Boarding Pistol
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Type: Percussion service pistol


Origin: Smith, London


Caliber: 18 bore


Barrel Length: 4.75in





This is a short barreled pistol with a solid walnut stock, checkered butt and back action lock. It fires a hefty projectile but the short hexagonal barrel means that the accurate range would be short. Pistols like this were often known as “boarding pistols.” Ostensibly, the gun was designed for use by naval officers in close-quarter actions. This one comes complete with a spring-loaded bayonet under the barrel, which is released by sliding the trigger guard lock.


Thomas Holster Pistol
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: Thomas, London


Caliber: 20 bore


Barrel Length: 5in





This is a long pistol, typical of those used by cavalrymen and mounted troops. Dated around 1775, it has an early-style rounded lock with silver wire inlay. The pistol also has a wonderfully patinated walnut stock with inlaid engraved teardrop panels. Trigger guard, ramrod mounts, and butt cap are made from brass. It has a wooden ramrod with a brass tip. These were popular throughout the eighteenth century, both for their lightness and their attractive appearance.


Tipping & Lawden Four-Barrel Pistol
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Type: Four-barrel pistol


Origin: Tipping & Lawden, Birmingham, England


Caliber: 7mm


Barrel Length: 3in





This stunningly engraved four barreled pistol indicates how, by the middle of the nineteenth century, the world was becoming a smaller place, at least as far as manufacturers were concerned. The original patent for this design was held by Christian Sharp (born in 1811).


Sharp was involved in gun making in Connecticut, but Tipping & Lawden of Birmingham, England manufactured this weapon under licence. In addition, the rosewood box is from Bombay, India.


Tipping & Lawden Model 3 Four-Barrel Pistol
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Type: Four-barrel pistol


Origin: Tipping & Lawden, Birmingham, England


Caliber: 9mm


Barrel Length: 4.25in





Four barrel pistols were weapons designed for self defense. They could be easily concealed about the firer’s person until required for use. Thus, as in the previous entries they were normally very small, so the comparatively large size of this Tipping & Lawden Model 3 comes as something of a surprise. Nonetheless the gun is designed to fit in a pocket, having smooth contours to the frame, a concealed trigger, and no trigger guard to snag on the pocket lining.


Tower Sea Service Pistol
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Type: Flintlock service pistol


Origin: Tower Armouries, London, England


Caliber: .58


Barrel Length: 5in





This is a solid British flintlock military pistol from the period 1740 to 1840. It has a heavy stock, and a rounded butt cap. The markings show that it was assembled in the Tower of London Armoury, although the components would have been most likely supplied by a range of contractors. It has “GR” (for George Rex or King George) on the side plate and the date 1805 stamped into the butt. The steel ramrod is a replacement as the originals were wood tipped with brass.


HISTORIC PISTOLS: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA


Allen & Thurber Single-Shot Pistol
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Type: Single-shot, side-hammer pistol


Origin: Allen & Thurber, Worcester, Massachusetts


Caliber: .41


Barrel Length: 8in





This odd-looking single-shot pistol is one of a batch of some three hundred manufactured by Allen & Thurber, one of the companies in which Ethan Allen (1806-1871) was involved. These pistols were produced in the late 1840s and early 1850s. They were intended for competition use, for which they were fitted with an adjustable rear sight. The cast steel barrel is threaded and detachable at the breech. Its octagonal part is marked “Allen & Thurber, Worcester.”


Ames Model 1842 Navy
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Type: Service percussion pistol


Origin: N.P. Ames, Springfield, Massachusetts


Caliber: .54


Barrel Length: 6in





Ames were better known for their swords than for firearms, but they did get a contract to produce 2,000 of this military percussion pistol. The Model 1842 was the first major government-issue percussion pistol to be made from new, rather than being a conversion. With a heavier stock than its army counterpart, the Model 1842 Navy had a brass barrel band and butt cap, while the hammer pivot and spring are actually on the inside of the lockplate.


Aston Model 1842
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Type: Percussion pistol


Origin: H. Aston & Co, Middleton, Connecticut


Caliber: .56


Barrel Length: 8.5in





In 1845, Henry Aston won a contract from the war department to provide the army with 30,000 of these Model 1842 pistols. It thus became the first percussion pistol to be generally adopted by the United States forces, as opposed to converted earlier guns. The gun was a solid arm, which was used by many combatants in the Civil War. It is marked US and H. Aston & Co. on the sideplate. The gun has brass fittings and it has a swivelling steel ramrod.


Colt First Model Derringer
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Type: Derringer-type pocket pistol


Origin: Colt Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company, Hartford, Connecticut


Caliber: .41 rimfire


Barrel Length: 2.5in





This was the first single-shot pistol to be manufactured by Colt. It was in production from 1870 to 1890, during which some 6,500 were completed. The all-metal weapon was loaded by releasing the barrel using the small round catch (which can be seen below the hammer) and swinging it to the left and then down. The empty cartridge case could then be removed and replaced by a full one.


Colt Second Model Derringer
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Type: Derringer-type pocket pistol


Origin: Colt Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company, Hartford, Connecticut


Caliber: .41 rimfire


Barrel Length: 2.5in





This gun was produced between 1870 and 1890 in parallel with the First Model. The main difference between them was its larger butt, complete with varnished walnut grips. To load the gun, the barrel was put at half cock and the breech swung up. The empty rimfire cartridge case was ejected automatically when the breech was opened. Firearms of this type were carried as a back up a revolver visible in a holster.


Colt Third Model Derringer
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Type: Derringer-type pocket pistol


Origin: Colt Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company, Hartford, Connecticut


Caliber: .41 rimfire


Barrel Length: 2.5in





Colt’s Third Model Derringer was designed by Alexander Thuer, and, as a result, is often known as the “Thuer Derringer.” Like the previous two models, it was chambered for .41in rimfire and had a 2.5in barrel, but in this case, it pivoted to the right for loading. The weapon was in production from 1875 to 1912 and it is not surprising that there should have been minor changes, as seen here.


Deringer Pocket Pistol
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Type: Deringer pocket pistol


Origin: Deringer, Philadelphia


Caliber: .45


Barrel Length: 3.5in





Henry Deringer, Senior and his son, Henry Deringer, Junior, were gunsmiths in Philadelphia from the early 1800s until the latter’s death in 1869. After the death of Henry Deringer, Junior, the company struggled on for ten years and then went out of business.


The company produced a number of rifle and pistol designs, but its most famous product was this large caliber, very small sized, single-shot, pocket pistol which was widely imitated under the generic name.


Deringer M1842 Navy
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Type: Service percussion pistol


Origin: Henry Deringer and Son, Philadelphia


Caliber: .54


Barrel Length: 6in





Henry Deringer received a contract on July 1, 1845 to produce 1,200 of this pistol for the US Navy. He purchased the original manufacturing equipment from Ames who had already produced 2,000 items of the same pattern pistol from 1842 onwards.


Although they were existing suppliers of the US government (Deringer had built the Model 1817 flintlock musket under license) the company’s workmanship proved to be unreliable on this occasion. Only three hundred examples of the gun were accepted.


Hammond Bulldog
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Type: Single-shot pocket pistol


Origin: Connecticut Arms and Manufacturing Company, Naubuc, Connecticut


Caliber: .44


Barrel Length: 4in





A single shot self-defense weapon in the deringer class, this crudely finished breech-loading pistol fired a powerful .44 cartridge and was patented in 1864. The Connecticut Arms and Manufacturing Company operated only from 1863 to 1869. They were located in Naubuc, Connecticut, probably for the duration of the war. The gun would be effective enough at close range, and pistols of this nature became popular with many soldiers in the Civil War, who bought them to carry as concealed last-ditch back-up weapons.


Harper’s Ferry Model 1805 Flintlock Pistol
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: Harper’s Ferry Armory, Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia


Caliber: .54


Barrel Length: 10in





The United States government established an “Armory and Arsenal” at Harpers Ferry in 1799 to take advantage of the waterpower supplied by the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers, which meet there. Between 1801 and the outbreak of the Civil War over 600,000 muskets, pistols, and rifles were manufactured there. One of these guns was this Model 1805. This model was the first military pistol to be manufactured at a US government arsenal. A total of 4,086 were produced between 1806 and 1808.


Henry Saw-Handle Flintlock
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: Joseph Henry, Philadelphia


Caliber: .60


Barrel Length: 10in





A pistol of this shape, with the stock spur extending horizontally back over the grip is often known as a “saw handle” pistol. The spur was intended to help keep the muzzle down, and the straight top edge was supposed to improve instinctive aiming. This one has a Model 1807 lock, and may either have been a target pistol or one of a pair of dueling pistols.


Hopkins & Allen Vest Pocket Derringer
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Type: Vest-pocket derringer


Origin: Hopkins & Allen, Norwich, Connecticut


Caliber: .22


Barrel Length: 1.75in





Hopkins & Allen was established in 1868 and stayed in business until 1917. During that time, the company produced a large number of weapons, under its own name, and others such as Bluejacket, Monarch, and Universal. This heavily engraved derringer-type pistol was marketed as a Hopkins & Allen weapon. It fired a single .22in round, but its very small size (it was a mere 1.75in long) meant that it could remain concealed until the last possible moment.


Johnson Model 1836 Pistol
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Type: Flintlock pistol


Origin: Robert Johnson, Middletown, Connecticut


Caliber: .54


Barrel Length: 8.5in





This is a Model 1836 pistol manufactured by Robert Johnson to meet a government contract for 3,000 weapons at $9.00 each. It is of an obsolete design, but was made to a very high standard. This particular example was made in 1841 and it has lasted particularly well. In 1841, gun manufacture was already moving to percussion cap arms, this gun was one of the very last flintlock weapons contracted by the US government.


Lindsay Twin-Shot Pistol
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Type: Twin-shot, single barreled percussion pistol.


Origin: Union Knife Co., Naugatuck, Connecticut


Caliber: .44


Barrel Length: 8.5in





One of the more unusual attempts to get more than one shot out of a percussion arm, this 1860 pistol was designed by John P. Lindsay. It had two charges and two projectiles, one aligned behind the other in the same barrel. The twin hammers were designed to fire them sequence. The Lindsay mechanism was also tried on a musket, but it was not successfully adopted. Only hundred examples of this pistol were made.


Marston Three-Barrel Pistol
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Type: Three-shot pocket pistol


Origin: Marston, New York City


Caliber: .32 rimfire


Barrel Length: 4in





William W. Marston made a variety of multi barreled handguns, most of them pepperboxes. The design shown here is not strictly a pepperbox, in that the barrels do not rotate. The gun has three barrels mounted one above the other, so it does not fit neatly into any other category. The unit tipped forward for loading. Once loaded, each barrel was fired in turn, the indicator on the right of the weapon showing the firer which barrels remained unfired.


Minneapolis “Protector” Palm Pistol
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Type: Radial pistol


Origin: Minneapolis Fire Arms Co., Minneapolis, Minnesota


Caliber: .32 Short rimfire


Barrel Length: 1.6in





In the nineteenth century, many inventors attempted to produce the ideal “last-ditch” protection weapon. There were single- or double-shot guns but the weapon shown here housed ten cartridges in its circular magazine. Originating in France, where it was patented by Jacques Turbiaux, this weapon was held in the palm of the hand and was loaded and fired by clenching the fist. This weapon was manufactured in the United States under licence by the Minneapolis Fire Arms Co. of Minneapolis, Minnesota.


National No. 2 Derringer
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Type: Derringer-type pocket pistol


Origin: National Arms Co., Brooklyn, New York


Caliber: .41


Barrel Length: 2.5in





Moore’s Patent Firearms Company was established in Brooklyn in the nineteenth century. It changed its name to the National Arms Company in 1866. Among its products was the National No. 2 Derringer (seen here). The gun had a spur trigger and was reloaded by pressing the release catch and swivelling the barrel to expose the chamber. Colt bought the National Arms Company in 1870, following which this weapon was marketed as the Colt No. 2 Derringer.


Palmetto M 1842
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Type: Percussion cap pistol


Origin: Palmetto Armory, Columbia, South Carolina


Caliber: .54


Barrel Length: 8.5in





William Glaze and Benjamin Flagg set up the Palmetto Armory in Columbia, South Carolina. Between 1852 and 1853 they made 1,000 of these standard Model 1842 percussion pistols for the South Carolina Militia. Many of these weapons saw service with the Confederate forces during the Civil War. This one has both the date, 1852, and a C.S.A. stamp on the lock. The steel swivelling ramrod is missing on this example but the pivot lug can be seen under the barrel.


Simeon North Pistols
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Type: Model 1811 flintlock pistol


Origin: S. North, Berlin, Connecticut


Caliber: .73


Barrel Length: 8.6in
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Type: Model 1826 flintlock pistol


Origin: S. North, Berlin, Connecticut


Caliber: .54


Barrel Length: 8.6in





Simeon North (1765-1852) is one of America’s forgotten heroes. He owned a farm in Berlin, Connecticut, but had a lifelong fascination with engineering. In particular, he was fascinated by the idea of producing equipment with standardized parts so that spares could be fully interchangeable. In 1813, he obtained a contract to produce 20,000 pistols and, for the first time ever in a government contract, it was specified that the parts were to be fully standardized.


Remington Vest Pocket Pistol
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Type: Single barrel single-shot derringer pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: see text


Barrel Length: see text





Produced to an in-house design, the Remington Vest-Pocket Pistol was a single-shot, derringer-type firearm. It was aimed at the self-protection market, which was so important in the nineteenth century. The basic model fired the .22 round and had a 3.25 or 3.5 inch barrel, but there were also .30, .32, and .41 versions, with either 3.5 or 4 inch barrels. The ornate engraved version shown here is .22 caliber. It has a rosewood grip and is nickel-plated.


Remington Double Derringers (Over-and-Under)
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Type: Double barrel “over-and-under” derringer-type pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: .41 rimfire


Barrel Length: 3in





Anyone in a “last-ditch” situation wanted to be sure that they had the best chance of repelling an attack. Most multi-barrel derringers were either complicated, large and heavy, or both. But the twin barrel version seemed to offer a compromise. These Remington “over-and-under” derringers became popular and were manufactured from 1866 to 1935. During this time, over 150,000 examples were completed. All known versions were in .41 caliber, but the guns had a variety of finishes.


Remington-Elliot Five/Four-Barrel Derringer
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Type: Multi-barreled derringer-type pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: .22 and .32


Barrel Length: 3in





Sales of the Zig-Zag weapon were very sluggish, so Elliot analysed its shortcomings and decided that the solution lay in having a static barrel group and making the trigger rotate instead. The outcome was a weapon which was produced in two versions. The Elliot Patent Number One in .22 caliber with five barrels, and the Elliot Patent Number Two in .32 caliber with four barrels. In collectors’ circles these guns are known as “Elliots Ring-Trigger Pistols.”


Remington-Elliot “Zig-Zag” Derringer
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Type: Multi-barreled derringer pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: .22


Barrel Length: 3.25in





Dr William H. Elliot was a prolific inventor who moved to Ilion where he contracted the nearby Remington Armory to produce his designs. His first weapon was the Remington-Elliot “Zig-Zag.” This was a .22in caliber weapon, seen here.


Unlike revolvers, in which rotating chambers were aligned in turn with a single barrel, Elliott’s solution was to have a group of six barrels rotating as a unit. At the rear end, these were cut with a zig-zag track.


Remington Magazine Pistol
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Type: Multi-shot derringer-type pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: .32 Extra Short


Barrel Length: 3in





Another Joseph Rider design, this neat, “derringer-style” pistol was patented in 1871 and put into production in 1877, once Rider had perfected the design. The gun is more effective than it first appears. Five cartridges are held in the tubular magazine, and fed into the breech using the short lever next to the hammer. Production lasted only a few years, but the guns were not serial numbered and so actual production figures are not available.


Remington Model 1867 Navy Rolling Block Pistol
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Type: Single-shot rolling-block pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: .50 centerfire


Barrel Length: 7in





At the end of the Civil War, Remington won a contract to provide the Navy with 5,000 Rolling Block breech-loading pistols of the Model 1866 pattern, followed by an order for a further 1,500 of the improved Model 1867 pattern. The most noticeable difference between the two was that the Model 1866 had a spur trigger, while the Model 1867 had the more conventional freestanding trigger inside a trigger guard.


Remington Model 1871 Army Pistol
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Type: Single-shot rolling-block pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: .50 centerfire


Barrel Length: 9in





Remington won a government contract, which led to the supply of the Model 1871 Army pistol. A number were also made for the civilian market. The standard model has a blue or case-hardened finish, with walnut grips. The inspector’s cartouche is clearly visible on the left side of the grip. The weapon has obviously been used during its 130-year life, but remains a thoroughly serviceable and handsome example of the gunsmith’s trade.


Remington-Rider Parlor Pistol




[image: image]


Type: Parlor pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: .17


Barrel Length: 3in





In 1859, Joseph Rider, who was then working at Remington’s Armory, designed a very low powered, single-shot pistol. It was produced by Remington with some 1,000 being completed between 1860 and 1863. The gun is known as the “Remington-Rider Parlor Pistol,” and was intended for indoor use only. It fired a tiny lead ball, in .17in caliber, and used only the fulminate from a percussion cap. This ensured that the muzzle velocity was so low that no damage would be done to people or furniture.


Remington Rolling Block “Plinker” Target Pistol
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Type: Single-shot rolling-block pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: .22LR, .32 WCF


Barrel Length: 8in





On several occasions, Remington took surplus frames lying in the factory stockrooms to produce target pistols, which were also known as “plinkers.” In 1887 they fabricated approximately 800 such pistols, basing the gun on the Model 1871 action with the barrel sleeved down to .22 caliber. “Plinking” refers to informal target shooting, using non-traditional targets such as tin cans, glass bottles, and water-filled ballons. The term refers to the sharp, metallic sound, known as a “plink.”


Remington Model 1891 Rolling Block Target Pistol
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Type: Single-shot rolling-block pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: see text


Barrel Length: 10in





In 1892, Remington began selling the Remington Model 1891 Rolling Block Target Pistol. This was a single-shot pistol, designed “for shooting galleries and target practice.” They were made with left over Ml871 Army-frame receivers, and 10-inch part-round/part-octagonal barrels. The guns were chambered for a variety of .22, .25, and .32 caliber rimfire and centerfire cartridges. Remington began advertising this pistol for $10.00 in their 1894 catalog. Factory records indicate that only 116 were sold between 1892 and 1899. This makes them a very rare collectors’ piece.


Remington Model 1901 Rolling Block Target Pistol
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Type: Single-shot rolling-block pistol


Origin: Remington Arms Co., Inc., Ilion, New York


Caliber: see text


Barrel Length: 10in





Remington continued to cater for the targetshooting fraternity with a series of rolling-block models. Introduced for “target and gallery practice” this well-made pistol also utilized surplus Model 1871 Army-framed receivers. It is nearly identical to the Model 1891 pistol but can be distinguished by the sights (a Lyman fixed blade front sight with an ivory bead, and a rear target sight, which is adjustable for both windage and elevation), together with the checkered walnut two-piece grips and fore-end.


Robbins & Lawrence Pepperbox
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The Robbins and Lawrence Company was based in Vermont. Among its employees were B. Tyler Henry and Daniel B. Wesson, both of whom went on to achieve greater fame elsewhere. The company produced this beautifully cased pistol some time between 1849 and 1852. It has a cluster of five barrels, which are rifled. The barrel cluster is hinged and tips forward for loading. The internal hammer strikes the nipple at the rear of each barrel in turn.


Sharps Pepperboxes




[image: image]


Type: Multi-barreled pistol


Origin: Sharps, Philadelphia


Caliber: .22 short


Barrel Length: 2.5in





Christian Sharps patented a large number of designs, among them this weapon, which is actually a multi barreled pistol rather than a pepperbox. But, whatever its correct designation, it proved very successful and remained in production for many years, in the course of which it underwent the inevitable modifications and changes in model numbers. The Sharps pistol consisted of four barrels machined out of a single block of steel, mounted on a frame, which was usually made of brass.


Sharps & Hankins Single-Shot Pistol
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Type: Breech-loading single-shot pistol


Origin: Sharps & Hankins, Hartford, Connecticut


Caliber: .36


Barrel Length: 6.4in





Christian Sharps was an inventor better known for designing rifles than pistols. In 1855, he established his own factories in Hartford, Connecticut and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (the former becoming Sharps & Hankins in 1863). There, apart from rifles, he produced designs for this pistol and a number of multi-barrel “pepperpots.” His breech-loading percussion pistol was produced in various calibers. We show a .36 pistol with a large frame and a 6.4 inch


Shattuck Unique Palm Pistol
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Type: Vest-pocket multi-round pistol


Origin: C. S. Shattuck, Hatfield, Massachusetts


Caliber: .32


Barrel Length: 1.4in





C.S. Shattuck made this extraordinary vest-pocket pistol in the 1880s. Designed to look like a cigar case, the rectangular portion on the right of the weapon housed four .22 caliber barrels.


These were released by the knurled knob at the top and was then moved forwards and down on the pivot screw, whose head can be seen. The ammunition was fired by squeezing the trigger at the bottom of the weapon.
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