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  Series Foreword

Move by Move is a series of opening books which uses a question-and-answer format. One of our main aims of the series is to replicate – as much as possible – lessons between chess teachers and students.

  All the way through, readers will be challenged to answer searching questions, to test their skills in chess openings and indeed in other key aspects of the game. It’s our firm belief that practising your skills like this is an excellent way to study chess openings, and to study chess in general.

  

  
    Many thanks go to all those who have been kind enough to offer inspiration, advice and assistance in the creation of Move by Move. We’re really excited by this series and hope that readers will share our enthusiasm.

    

    John Emms,

    Everyman Chess

    

  


  

  
Introduction

The Queen’s Indian Defence is characterised by the moves:

  1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nf3 b6

  [image: ]

  It is important to note that the Queen’s Indian is a sister opening to the Nimzo-Indian Defence which occurs after 3 Nc3 Bb4, and for details on the Nimzo I refer you to the excellent book on the subject by GM John Emms in this Move By Move series.

  One of the key strategic ideas in Queen’s Indian (and the Nimzo-Indian) is the battle for the crucial e4- and d5-squares. Much of the early play revolves around these squares and this theme will recur throughout the book. So why does White play 3 Nf3, rather than 3 Nc3? With 3 Nf3, White plays an important developing move, avoids the 3 ... Bb4 pin and retains the flexibility of playing Nb1-c3 later. Meanwhile, Black’s move 3 ... b6 prepares the development of the c8-bishop, either as a fianchetto on the b7-square or sometimes, to the a6-square in order to attack the c4-pawn. While Black has other 3rd move alternatives, such as 3 ... Bb4+ (the Bogo-Indian Defence), I personally prefer the Queen’s Indian since pieces are kept on the board and Black, in my view, has greater winning chances. For us lower down the chess pyramid, we should be trying to play for a win with both colours!

  As an introduction to the Queen’s Indian Defence, in Chapter One I have analysed five games by World Champions playing the opening from the Black side.

  The main line over the years has been 4 g3. White intends to fianchetto his light-squared bishop, which from the g2-square fights for the e4- and d5-squares and goes head-to-head with its counterpart should Black’s c8-bishop land on b7. I have decided, after much deliberation, to go with 4 ... Ba6 as my main line recommendation against the Fianchetto Variation, but am demonstrating two relatively unexplored and much underrated lines against 4 g3. Chapters Two, Three and Four see our discussion on that topic. Additionally, I felt that the reader should know something about 4 ... Bb7, so Chapter Five presents a sideline that you can surprise your well prepared opponent with.

  The Petrosian Variation is introduced by 4 a3 or 4 Nc3 Bb7 5 a3. By playing an early a2-a3, White prevents ... Bb4, thus keeping the c3-knight on the board to maximise influence over those important e4- and d5-squares, and aiming to build a big pawn centre with e2-e4. It was no less a player than the 13th World Champion, Garry Kasparov, who championed this line from the 1980s onwards. We will be examining this variation in detail in Chapters Six and Seven of this book.

  Chapters Eight and Nine cover a number of less popular but respectable systems that White can adopt to counter the Queen’s Indian. Finally, Chapter Ten shows how a Queen’s Indian player can respond to Flank Openings such as the King’s Indian Attack and Réti.

  As a professional coach, I am always trying to extol the virtues of really understanding what you are doing and the plans available, rather than just learning rote moves. The Queen’s Indian has many plans available, to both sides, and by and large these tend to be of a positional nature. This somewhat disappointed a friend of mine, I’ll call him ‘Dave’ (rated around the 2000 mark) when I told him this, since he wants to attack at all costs. However, to improve as a player I think it is important to understand how to play positionally as well as aggressively. In addition, I am not for one moment stating that you cannot attack in the Queen’s Indian, with either colour – a number of the games in this book involve both attacking and sacrificial play. It is no coincidence that some of the world’s most aggressive attacking players have added the Queen’s Indian to their opening repertoires.

  

  
    By holding this book you have already taken the first step towards adding the Queen’s Indian to your armoury, and I hope that by reading the notes and playing through the games you will be able to play this opening confidently in your own games.

    

    Lorin D’Costa,

    London, October 2015

    

  


  
    



  

  Chapter One
World Champions and the Queen’s Indian

In this chapter we will be analysing some Queen’s Indian games played by world champions. Do take a look at these carefully – they already contain plenty of opening theory and middlegame strategy that will be an indicator of how this opening is to be handled.

  

  Game 1
B.Van Trotsenburg-M.Euwe

  Amsterdam 1920

  

  1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 e6 3 c4 b6 4 Nc3 Bb7 5 e3

  5 a3 is the subject of Chapter Seven. White commits the sin in this game of simply playing ‘moves’ rather than playing with a purpose. This allows the future World Champion Max Euwe time to build up an attack.
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  Question: Is 5 ... c5 a good move here?

   

  Answer: Black’s ... c5 is a typical pawn thrust to challenge the centre, but here it is not so good. 5 ... c5 6 d5! is the sort of position Black is trying to avoid. The b7-bishop is out of the game, and White is going to build up a central space advantage with e3-e4, Bf1-d3 and so on.

  5 ... d5!

  Even back nearly 100 years ago, Euwe knew the attacking setup with ... d5 and ... Bd6 that I am recommending.

  6 cxd5

  After 6 Bd3 Black can proceed with:

  a) 6 ... Bd6 7 0-0 0-0 8 b3 Nbd7 9 Bb2 a6, see Chapter Nine for more details.

  b) 6 ... dxc4 can transpose to a favourable Queen’s Gambit Accepted setup, for example 7 Bxc4 a6 8 0-0 b5 9 Be2 Nbd7 10 a3 c5 11 dxc5 Bxc5 which was already very comfortable for Black in D.Cori Tello-G.Sargissian, Villafranca 2010.

  6 ... exd5 7 Bd3 Bd6

  This is a much more active square for the bishop than e7.

  8 0-0 0-0 9 Qc2 Re8

  9 ... a6 prevents 10 Nb5 but allows the central break 10 e4 dxe4 11 Nxe4 Bxe4 12 Bxe4 Nxe4 13 Qxe4 Nd7 14 Bg5 Qe8 which is roughly equal.

  10 Bd2

  This bishop performs no useful role here. 10 b3 and Bc1-b2 was better.

  10 ... Nbd7 11 Rae1 Ne4
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  12 Bc1 Ndf6

  12 ... a6 preventing Nc3-b5 and then getting on with the kingside plan was preferable.

  13 Nb5 Bb4 14 Rd1 c6 15 Nc3 Bd6

  Resuming normal operations.

  16 h3 Bc7 17 Ne2 Rc8 18 b3 Bb8 19 Bb2
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  Exercise: What should Black do next?

   

  Answer: There are many possible moves, but I like Euwe’s strategy here

  19 ... c5!

  A pawn break to release the pieces, namely the c8-rook and the b7-bishop.

  20 dxc5 Rxc5

  Euwe plays for an isolated queen’s pawn (IQP) as he senses he has greater piece play and the chance to attack.

  20 ... bxc5 controlling d4 and giving rise to hanging pawns, was certainly an option.

  21 Qb1 Qc7 22 b4

  This looks good, but is met by a clever riposte, 22 Ned4 was more solid.

  22 ... Ng5! 23 Nf4

  Others:

  a) 23 bxc5 Nxf3+ 24 gxf3 Qh2# was the main tactical idea behind 22 ... Ng5.

  b) 23 Ned4 Rc4! 24 Bxc4 dxc4 25 Rfe1 Nxf3+ 26 Nxf3 Bxf3 27 gxf3 Qh2+ 28 Kf1 Nh5 and now the threat is ... Nf4 and ... Qh1 mate. Some great attacking ideas there.

  23 ... Nxf3+ 24 gxf3 Rc6 25 Bb5

  It looks as though Black has just blundered, but Euwe had seen further.

  25 ... Nh5! 26 Qf5

  Or 26 Bxc6 Nxf4 27 exf4 Qxf4 with mate very soon.

  26 ... Nxf4 27 Qxf4 Rg6+ 28 Kh1
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  28 ... d4!

  This is a natural yet very strong move, which blows open the long diagonal leading to White’s king on h1. It is fitting that the Queen’s Indian bishop on b7 delivers the denouement.

  29 Bc1

  Or 29 Qxc7 Bxf3+ 30 Kh2 Bxc7#.

  29 ... Bxf3+! 0-1

  Mate will follow soon.

  
 Game 2

  B.Gelfand-G.Kasparov

  Novgorod 1997

  

  1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nf3 b6 4 a3

  Interesting that Gelfand plays the Petrosian system against none other than its main practitioner Kasparov!

  4 ... c5!?

  4 ... Ba6 5 Qc2 Bb7 6 Nc3 c5 7 e4 cxd4 8 Nxd4 is the line I am advocating in Chapter Six.

  5 d5 Ba6 6 Qc2 exd5 7 cxd5
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  7 ... g6

  Or 7 ... Bb7?! 8 e4 Qe7 9 Bd3 Nxd5 10 0-0 wins a pawn but at a cost – lack of development, and uncoordinated pieces. Do not play like this, even in a must win situation!

  Not 7 ... Nxd5?? 8 Qe4+ losing the d5-knight or the a8-rook.

  8 Nc3 Bg7 9 g3

  9 e4 Bxf1 10 Kxf1 d6 11 g3 0-0 12 Kg2 Nbd7 is also possible.

  9 ... 0-0 10 Bg2 d6 11 0-0 Re8 12 Re1 Nbd7
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  Now we have reached a Benoni type structure as Black, in a Queen’s Indian! Sometimes in the Benoni, Black does play ... b6 and ... Ba6, in order to play for the ... b5 queenside advance. It is not clear if a2-a3 and Qd1-c2 have helped White too much.

  13 h3

  13 e4 Ng4 with the plan of ... Ne5 and a future ... Nd3 would be an active plan. This is why White’s e-pawn tends to remain on e2 until the right moment.

  13 Bf4 is more direct, attacking Black’s d6-pawn straight away. 13 ... Qe7 14 Qa4 Bb7 15 Nb5 and now:

  15 ... Ne5 16 Nxe5 dxe5 17 d6 and White’s d6-pawn is dangerous, after 17 ... Qd7 18 Bxb7 Qxb7 19 Bg5 Qc6 20 Qa6 as played in K.Miton-L.Nisipeanu, Skanderborg 2005, looked quite nice for White.

  15 ... Ne4!? 16 Nc7 Bxb2 17 Rab1 Bc3 18 Rec1 Bg7 19 Nxe8 Qxe8 and Black was fine in E.L’Ami-J.Timman, London 2007.

  13 ... b5 14 e4 Qc8!
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  Question: What is the point of 14 ... Qc8?

   

  Answer: To cover the a6-bishop and prepare the ... b4 pawn advance. Since White’s queen on c2 is unprotected, White is dissuaded from playing axb4, as then ... cxb4 will win material due to the pin down the c-file.

  15 Bf4

  15 Bf1!? b4 16 Nb5 Qb8 is also unclear, but probably better for White than the game continuation.

  15 ... b4 16 Na4 b3!

  Nice active play from Kasparov, who realises the moment to strike is now before White could consolidate his centre with a move like Ra1-d1.

  17 Qxb3

  17 Qb1 blocks in the a1-rook but does keep hold of the important central e4-pawn – a difficult choice for White to make.

  17 ... Nxe4

  Black has exchanged a side pawn for an important central pawn, clearly to his advantage.

  18 Qc2

  18 Nc3? Rb8 19 Qc2 Rxb2! 20 Qxb2 Bxc3 is a neat trick to remember.

  18 ... Ndf6 19 g4 Qd7 20 g5

  20 Ng5 to remove the annoying knight on e4 might be the last chance to equalise for White.

  20 ... Nh5
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  Question: Doesn’t this just lose the e4-knight?

   

  Answer: Due to tactics, Black is fine.

  21 Bh2

  After 21 Rxe4 Rxe4 22 Qxe4 (22 Nxc5 is answered by Rc4 23 Qxc4 Bxc4 24 Nxd7 Nxf4) 22 ... Re8 the f4-bishop cannot be protected so Black regains the piece. Possible continuations are then:

  a) 23 Nxc5 Rxe4 24 Nxd7 Rxf4 and White’s position is very uncoordinated.

  b) 23 Ne5 Bxe5 24 Bxe5 Rxe5 25 Qh4 Qf5 gives Black a very nice position. The h5-knight will come to the excellent square f4, White’s kingside is weak, and the white pieces in general are all worse than their black counterparts.

  21 ... f5! 22 Nc3

  22 gxf6 Nhxf6 defends e4.

  22 ... Rab8 23 Rab1 Bxc3!

  23 ... Rxb2! was likely even stronger, with a ‘computer line’ being 24 Rxb2 Bxc3 25 Rxe4 fxe4 26 Qxc3 exf3 27 Bxf3 Qxh3 28 Bxd6 Be2! and the pin on the f3-bishop will cost material.

  24 bxc3 Rxb1 25 Rxb1 Bc4 26 Nd2 Nxd2 27 Qxd2 f4!

  Kasparov shows the positional side to his game. He hems in the h2-bishop and homes in on White’s pawn weaknesses on d5 and g5.

  28 Re1 Re5!? 29 Re4

  29 Rxe5 dxe5 30 d6 Kf8! 31 Bf3 Ng7 32 Bg4 Nf5 33 Bxf5 gxf5 is still bad for White. Look at that bishop on h2!

  29 ... Rxe4 30 Bxe4 Qxh3 31 Bg2 Qg4 32 Qe1
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  Exercise: Can Black win here with 32 ... f3?

   

  Answer: No, as White is threatening a perpetual check after 32 ... f3 33 Qe8+ Kg7 34 Qe7+ Kg8 35 Qe8+ with a draw. Instead, Black played:

  32 ... Ng7! 33 f3 Qxg5

  A second pawn goes, and with it White’s position.

  34 Qb1 Nf5 35 Qb8+ Kg7 36 Qxa7+ Kh6 37 Qf7 Bf1!

  There was still time to go wrong in this sharp position, but Kasparov is clearly up to the task. 37 ... Qh4 38 Qe8 Bxd5 is also strong and 37 ... Ne3?? 38 Bxf4 even loses!

  38 Kxf1

  38 Bxf4 Qxf4 39 Qf8+ Kh5 40 Bxf1 Qg3+ 41 Kh1 Ne3 everyone knows the queen and knight are a fearsome attacking combination.

  38 ... Ne3+ 39 Ke1 Qh4+! 40 Ke2 Qxh2 41 Kd3 Nf5! 0-1

  Accurate to the end. Kasparov prevents any perpetual check and snares the bishop on g2.

  
 Game 3
R.Ponomariov-V.Kramnik

  Sofia 2005

  

  1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nf3 b6 4 Nc3 Bb7 5 Bg5 h6 6 Bh4
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  6 ... g5

  6 ... Be7 7 Qc2 c5 is my recommendation in Chapter Eight (Games 53-54). Kramnik’s idea is very interesting and unbalancing, which can of course backfire.

  6 ... Bb4 7 e3 g5 8 Bg3 Ne4 9 Qc2 would transpose to another line in Chapter Eight (Game 58), where I touch on some Nimzo-Indian style play.

  7 Bg3 Nh5
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  Question: Why is Black going after this dark-squared bishop?

   

  Answer: So he can play ... Bg7 and have an unopposed fianchettoed bishop on g7. White will always have to keep an eye on this bishop as it targets the d4- and b2-squares.

  7 ... Bb4 8 Qc2 Ne4 transposing to the Nimzo-Indian is also possible. Such transpositions occur fairly frequently, but this is not something we should be afraid of as this means the positions that arise tend to be similar.

  8 e3 Nxg3 9 hxg3 Bg7 10 Qc2 Nc6 11 0-0-0 Qe7 12 g4
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  Question: What is the purpose of the move 12 g4?

   

  Answer: The idea is to keep the h6-pawn tied down and therefore a future target for White. This was a drawback of Black allowing the h-file to be opened.

  12 ... Nb4

  12 ... 0-0 looks really risky, although Black never finds a safe haven for his king in the game in any case.

  12 ... 0-0-0 13 a3 Kb8 14 Bd3 was probably the best way to safeguard the king, away from the semi open h-file.

  13 Qd2 c5

  This is the typical way to attack White’s centre, and it is consistent with the strategy of attacking d4 to open up the position for the g7-bishop.

  After 13 ... 0-0-0 14 a3 Nc6 15 Bd3 Black is a bit short of space, but this was certainly the safer option.

  14 d5 exd5 15 a3 dxc4?!

  Black offers a very risky but interesting piece sacrifice.

  15 ... Bxc3 16 bxc3 Nc6 17 cxd5 Ne5 18 Nxe5 Qxe5 19 f4 Qf6 20 g3 was safer, but Kramnik must have been trying to win at all costs!
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  16 axb4! cxb4 17 Nb5

  17 Nd5 c3 18 bxc3 bxc3 19 Qa2 Bxd5 20 Rxd5 is messy but the extra piece should probably be preferred, as it is not clear how the lack of pawn cover in front of the white king can be exploited.

  17 ... d5 18 Nbd4 Bf6

  After 18 ... Qc5 19 Nf5 Bf6 20 Kb1 Bc6 21 N3d4 Bd7 22 Qe2 c3 23 e4 the position is still murky, but the Black monarch is not that safe either and he is a piece down.

  19 e4!

  Counterattacking and putting the question to Black as to where he will run with his king.

  19 ... c3

  19 ... dxe4 20 Nf5 c3 21 bxc3 Qc7 might have been the best chance for a counterattack.

  20 bxc3 dxe4

  20 ... bxc3 21 Qa2 Bxd4 22 Nxd4 Qxe4 23 Qa3 Qe7 24 Bb5+ and after the queen exchange on e7, Black’s pawns will drop like flies.

  21 Nf5 Qc7

  21 ... Bxc3 22 Qa2! Qc7 23 Bb5+ Kf8 24 Rd7 looks crushing.

  22 Bb5+

  22 Nd6+! Kf8 (or 22 ... Ke7 23 Nd4 bxc3 24 Qa2 Kf8 25 Bc4 –– what a position!) 23 Nxb7 exf3 24 Qd6+ Qxd6 25 Nxd6 Bxc3 26 gxf3 a5 27 Bc4 and the extra piece is more important than the pawns here.

  22 ... Kf8 23 N3d4 Rc8?

  23 ... Rd8 or 23 ... a6 would have put up better resistance.

  24 Ne2 e3 25 Qxe3
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  25 ... Bxg2

  25 ... Bxc3 26 Nxc3 Bxg2 27 Kb1 bxc3 28 Rd7 Qc5 29 Qxc5+ bxc5 30 Re1 Rb8 31 Kc2! the bishop is immune due to 32 Rd8 mate.

  26 Rhg1

  26 Rd7! was also strong, 26 ... Qc5 27 Rxh6 Rxh6 28 Nxh6 Be7 29 Nf5 Qxe3+ 30 fxe3 when with the queens off, the white king will sleep easier.

  26 ... Bc6 27 Bxc6 Qxc6 28 Rd6 Qa4 29 Rxf6 Qa1+

  29 ... Re8 30 Qf3 Qa1+ 31 Kc2 Qa2+ 32 Kd3 Qa6+ 33 Kd4 and amazingly the king is safe here! After 33 ... Rxe2 34 Qa8+ Re8 35 Qc6 Rd8+ 36 Rd6 Qc8 37 cxb4 and the checks have run out.

  30 Kd2 Qa2+ 31 Kd1 Re8

  31 ... Qb1+ 32 Nc1 Rd8+ 33 Nd6 there is no more attack and the two extra pieces will count here.

  32 Qd3 Qa4+ 33 Qc2! Qxc2+

  33 ... b3 34 Qb2 Qa2 35 Qxa2 bxa2 36 Kd2 the pawn has been stopped.

  34 Kxc2 Rxe2+ 35 Kb3 bxc3 36 Rd1
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  Technically Black is ahead in material, but the f5-knight is clearly superior to the black pawns which are not very far advanced.

  36 ... Rd2

  36 ... c2 37 Rd8+ Re8 38 Rd7 c1N+ (38 ... c1Q 39 Rdxf7+ Kg8 40 Rg7#) 39 Kc2 Rc8+ 40 Kd1 Rh7 and now a lovely move: 41 Rc6! wins the knight on c1 as 41 ... Rxc6 allows mate on d8.

  37 Rc1

  37 Rxd2 cxd2 38 Rd6 f6 39 Rxd2 was also winning.

  37 ... c2 38 Rc6 Kg8 39 Nxh6+ Kh7 40 Nxf7 Rg8 41 R1xc2 Rxc2 42 Kxc2 Rg7 43 Rf6 Kg8 44 Ne5 Kh7 45 Rf5 1-0

  So quite a crazy game, but even the world’s top players sometimes look to mix it in the Queen’s Indian.

  

  Game 4
J.Lautier-A.Karpov

  Amber Rapid, Monaco 2000

  

  1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nf3 b6 4 g3 Ba6 5 Nbd2 d5

  Karpov follows my recommendation in Chapter Two.

  6 Bg2 Be7 7 0-0 0-0
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  8 Ne5

   

  Question: Why play this move so early, when

  development of the c1-bishop is more important?

   

  Answer: b2-b3 and Bc1-b2 is of course natural, but 8 Ne5 opens up the g2-bishop’s path towards the a8-rook. It also prevents 8 ... Nbd7, as then 9 Nc6 secures a strong square for the knight. Others:

  a) 8 Qc2 Bb7 9 b3 a5 10 Bb2 Na6 11 Rac1 a4, as played in J.Aagaard-V.Gavrikov, Gothenburg 1998 is similar to the game.

  b) 8 b3 Nbd7 9 Bb2 c5 10 Ne5 Rc8 was equal in J.Timman-B.Gelfand, Wijk aan Zee 1998.

  8 ... Bb7

  8 ... c5 9 cxd5 exd5 10 Ndf3 Re8 11 b3 Ne4 12 Bb2 Bb7 13 Rc1 Nd7 14 Nd3 Rc8 A.Hoffman-P.Zarnicki, Villa Gesell 1998 with a typical hanging pawns scenario if White ever plays dxc5.

  9 cxd5 exd5

  It is clear that White would much rather have the d2-knight on c3, to add extra pressure on the d5-square. This will be explained further in Chapter Two (Game 7, Radjabov-Gelfand).

  10 b3 a5 11 Qc2 Na6 12 Bb2 c5 13 dxc5 bxc5
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  Here we encounter a typical and important pawn structure in the centre, the hanging pawns. They can be regarded as either weak or strong, depending on whether White can attack them effectively. Here though, they are fine because the d2-knight is not exerting any pressure on d5 (as it would do from the c3-square) and Black can play ... a5-a4 to soften up White’s queenside as we see in the game.

  14 Rad1

  A solid move, but Karpov now demonstrates the potential of Black’s setup.

  14 ... a4! 15 bxa4

  15 e4 Nb4 16 Qb1 d4 allows use of the c4-square, but Black is better due to the queenside pressure and passed d-pawn.

  15 ... Nb4 16 Qb1 Qc7

  16 ... Rxa4 17 a3 Nc6 18 Ndc4 allows a little more pressure than in the game. Karpov plays it much more accurately.

  17 e4
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  Exercise: What should Black do about the attack on the d5-pawn?

   

  Answer: 17 ... d4!

  Keep those central passers! Why not? Any endgame will be excellent for Karpov, and it means exchanges will be very welcome for him.

  18 a3 Nc6 19 Nec4 Rxa4 20 Rfe1

  20 Qc2 Rfa8 21 f4 was better, to try and generate some kingside play.

  20 ... Na5 21 Nxa5 Rxa5 22 Qc2 Qc6 23 Nc4 Ra7 24 f4 Nd7 25 Qd2

  25 e5 Qxg2+ 26 Qxg2 Bxg2 27 Kxg2 Ra4 28 Rc1 Rb8 (threatening ... Rxc4) 29 Re2 Nb6 30 Nxb6 Rxb6 and now that the blockade of c4 is cleared, Karpov could set about trying to push those pawns.

  25 ... Nb6 26 Rc1 Nxc4 27 Rxc4 Rd8 28 Rec1 Qb6 29 a4 Ba6
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  Karpov’s strategy has come to fruition. Compare this position to the diagram on move 13 – the hanging pawns are now extremely strong passed pawns, supported by the rest of Black’s army.

  30 a5 Qb3 31 Rxc5

  What else?

  31 ... Bxc5 32 Rxc5 Rb7 33 Bxd4 Qa4 34 Kf2 Rb4! 0-1

  Karpov was never going to fall for 34 ... Qxd4+?? 35 Qxd4 Rxd4 36 Rc8+.

  

  Game 5
J.Piket-V.Anand

  Cologne 1995

  

  1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nf3 b6 4 Nc3 Bb4

  Anand transposes to a variation of the Nimzo-Indian, but one that has a lot in common with Queen’s Indian lines.

  4 ... Bb7 5 a3 d5 is the subject of Chapter Six.

  5 Bg5 Bb7 6 e3 h6 7 Bh4 c5

  Not the only move, but a standard one to know about. Black chips away at White’s centre and exerts some pressure.

  7 ... g5 8 Bg3 Ne4 9 Qc2 transposes to a line examined in Chapter Eight.

  8 dxc5

  Alternatively:

  a) 8 d5 is always a reply to consider, in this case after 8 ... exd5 9 cxd5 g5 10 Bg3 Nxd5 it is an interesting pawn sacrifice, bearing in mind that Black cannot castle either way safely. We will see Black play this ... g7-g5 move to break the pin, but it can be construed as weakening. It is up to you to decide!

  b) 8 Bd3 is the most common move, and that makes sense as it fights for e4, for example 8 ... cxd4 9 exd4 0-0 10 0-0 Be7 11 Re1 d6 12 h3 Nbd7 13 Bg3 d5 14 Rc1 dxc4 15 Bxc4 Rc8 16 Bb3 with an unclear IQP position, V.Bologan-V.Iordachescu, Moscow 2008.

  8 ... Bxc5 9 Bd3 Be7 10 0-0 0-0 11 Rc1
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  Exercise: What should Black do with the b8-knight?

   

  Answer: Almost anywhere is good, in this book you will learn the various methods of development Black has at his disposal.

  11 ... Na6

  Or:

  a) 11 ... d6 12 Nd4 Nbd7 with a hedgehog structure is also absolutely fine.

  b) 11 ... Nc6 is OK but I prefer putting the knight on d7, or executing the ... Na6-c5 manoeuvre, attacking e4, which Anand plays in the game.

  12 Bb1 Nc5 13 Nd4 Nfe4

  Black frees the position with exchanges, though it was possible to maintain the tension as well.

  14 Bxe7 Qxe7 15 Nxe4 Bxe4 16 Bxe4 Nxe4 17 Qc2 Nf6 18 Rfd1

  [image: ]

   

  Question: This position looks deadly dull, how am I

  going to checkmate my opponent from this sort of position?

   

  Answer: Interesting, since Anand does end up doing so! Positional play is called for here, and it is vital to add positional understanding to your game to improve as a chess player. Watch how Anand increases his advantage slowly over the coming moves.

  18 ... Rfc8

  The queenside is where he will play, and rook to the semi-open file is a good start.

  19 Qa4 a6 20 Qb3 Qc5 21 h3

  21 Rc2 prevents the coming idea, but I prefer Black as he can play for ... d5 or ... b5, whereas White has no real plan here except to shuffle around. Black can then play 21 ... Rc7 with the idea of doubling on the c-file and preparing the above mentioned pawn breaks.

  21 ... b5!

  Anand does not miss such chances.

  22 cxb5 Qxc1 23 Rxc1 Rxc1+ 24 Kh2 axb5 25 f3

  25 a3 to save the queenside was preferable.

  25 ... b4

   

  [image: ]

  26 e4

  26 Nc2 was a better attempt to hold, though after 26 ... Rb8 White should not play 27 Nxb4? because of 27 ... Nd5 28 a3 Rc5 29 Qd3 Nxb4 30 axb4 Rd5 with the plan to eventually win both b-pawns.

  26 ... Ra1 27 Qxb4 R1xa2 28 h4 R2a4 29 Qc3 Rb8 30 b3 Ra2 31 b4 Rba8 32 b5 Rf2

  White has been outplayed in classical style.

  33 Nc2

  33 b6 Raa2 34 b7 Rxg2+ and now:

  a) 35 Kh1 Rgb2 36 Nc2 Rb1+ 37 Kg2 Rab2 wins the dangerous b-pawn.

  b) 35 Kh3 Rh2+ 36 Kg3 Nh5+ 37 Kg4 Rag2+ 38 Kxh5 g6+ 39 Kxh6 Rxh4 is mate.

  33 ... Ra2 34 Ne1 Rfb2 35 Qc4 d5 36 Qc8+ Kh7 37 e5 Nh5 38 Qc1 Rxb5

  Once this pawn goes, so does the game.

  39 Kh3 Rbb2 40 Qe3 Re2 41 Qb3 Nf4+ 42 Kg4 Ng6 43 f4

  [image: ]

  Now there is an excellent tactical finish from Anand.

  43 ... Rxg2+! 0-1

  

  
    Excellent technique from Anand, who showed the dynamic potential of Black’s Queen’s Indian pawn structure with ... d5 and ... b5 pawn breaks. Hopefully now this will entice you to read further, and delve into the mysteries of the Queen’s Indian Defence!

    

    

  


  

  Chapter Two
Fianchetto Variation: 4 g3 Ba6 5 Qc2 and Minor Fifth Moves

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nf3 b6 4 g3
The 4 g3 variation is the main line against the Queen’s Indian Defence, and with good reason. Since Black is going to challenge the e4- and d5-squares, White opts to post his bishop on g2 and fight for these squares too. White delays the development of the b1-knight, as this knight is waiting to see where the f8-bishop decides to go.

  4 ... Ba6

  This is the move I am going to recommend as our main line against the 4 g3 systems.

  [image: ]

   

  Question: Why play 4 ... Ba6? The c4-pawn can surely be

  defended easily. Didn’t you say the d5- and e4-squares

  are more important and therefore 4 ... Bb7 should be played?

   

  Answer: Actually the c4-pawn is a key target for Black in the Queen’s Indian (as well in the Nimzo-Indian), and defending this pawn is likely to lead to a compromise in piece or pawn placement. Often the bishop returns to the b7-square at some point, having done its dirty work on a6.

  From the diagram position above, 5 b3 is the most popular choice for White, and will be covered in the next chapter. In this chapter we will look at 5 Qb3 (Game 6), 5 Nbd2 (Game 7), 5 Qa4 (Game 8) and finally 5 Qc2. In the last of these lines, after 5 Qc2 Bb7 6 Bg2 c5, the pawn sacrifice 7 d5!? was very fashionable in top level chess for a while, so it is important to know how to proceed with Black. This continuation is covered in detail in Games 9-11.

  

  Game 6
L.Psakhis-E.Lobron

  Baden-Baden 1992

  

  1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 e6 3 c4 b6 4 g3 Ba6 5 Qb3

  Not the main move, but a tricky one nonetheless. It prevents Black’s bishop from coming to b4 and so in some lines, the knight comes to c3, its best square.

  [image: ]

  5 ... Nc6!

   

  Question: What is the point of this?

   

  Answer: This odd looking move serves to counter White’s idea mentioned in the previous note. The threat of ... Na5 almost forces White to now play the b1-knight to d2, which is not its best square. Black’s c-pawn, most commonly used as a source of counterplay in the centre, is blocked for the moment but not for long!

  6 Nbd2

  6 Bd2 Bb7 7 d5 (7 Bg2? Nxd4! was the trick set up by Black’s last move) 7 ... Ne7 8 dxe6 fxe6 9 Bc3 Ne4 10 Nbd2 Nxc3 11 Qxc3 Ng6 was more than satisfactory for Black, with the two bishops and potentially useful f-file, as played in F.Caruana-S.Karjakin, Russian League 2012.

  6 ... Na5 7 Qa4

  7 Qc3 is another important line. Black must act immediately as 8 b4 is threatened, and the queen on c3 also eyes up a quick e4-e5 push. After 7 ... c5 8 dxc5 bxc5 White has tried:
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