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Golden Eagle

Aquila chrysaetos page 12






[image: e9781461663935_i0003.jpg]


Osprey

Pandion haliaetus page 13






[image: e9781461663935_i0004.jpg]


California Condor

Gymnogyps californianus page 14






[image: e9781461663935_i0005.jpg]


Turkey Vulture

Cathartes aura page 15






[image: e9781461663935_i0006.jpg]


Black Vulture

Coragyps atratus page 16






[image: e9781461663935_i0007.jpg]


Snail Kite

Rostrhamus sociabilis page 17










[image: e9781461663935_i0008.jpg]






DEDICATION

For Alexander, Connor, Glenna, and all of you other kids at heart who have ever been charmed by talons and hooked beaks . . .
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THE RAPTOR EDUCATION FOUNDATION IN THE 21ST CENTURY


“The only wildlife theater company in America promoting science”

 



The Raptor Education Foundation (REF)™ has been promoting environmental literacy since 1980 by providing schools, corporations, conventions, and gatherings of all sizes unique programs and seminars that connect people with the natural world. REF utilizes an extensive cast of live, non-releasable raptors to focus attention on environmental concepts and issues.

In 1999, working with Colorado legislators, Colorado’s Governor Owens and numerous county officials, REF designed and issued Colorado’s first-ever motor vehicle license plates featuring an environmental/wildlife theme and benefiting REF’s environmental literacy mission. The Colorado Respects Wildlife license plates are available only to qualified REF members. The beautiful graphics featuring America’s national symbol, promote REF’s mission on the streets and highways of Colorado as part of REF’s ongoing Driving For Wildlife campaign.

The Foundation operates as a non-profit 501 (c) (3) educational organization with special permits issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Colorado Division of Wildlife. REF has received numerous awards and commendations for its programs. In 2005, Anne Price, REF’s curator of raptors received international acclaim by being featured in the world’s oldest continually published sportsmen’s magazine, Ohota in Russia.

To achieve its goals and continue its environmental literacy programs into its third decade, REF needs your help. You may support our efforts through membership, donations, and volunteerism.






FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:


WEB SITES:
 www.usaref.org
www.drivingforwildlife.org
www.raptoreducationfoundation.org
 E-MAIL:
 raptor2@usaref.org
 PHONE:
 303-680-8500
 ADDRESS:
 P.O. Box 200400 
Denver, Colorado 80220 
USA
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FOREWORD

The birds of prey, especially the eagles, are the aristocrats of the bird world, surveying the earth as they soar in the sky. We often speak of them as raptors, which include the eagles, osprey, hawks, falcons and also the vultures, which really are scavengers, not hunters. Owls are not related but they fill the nocturnal niche. Like the day-flying birds of prey they have hooked beaks and talons.

Hawks and eagles have eyes that are 8 or 9 times as sharp as human eyes. On the other hand owls depend on ears that are far more sensitive than ours, pinpointing their prey in the dark.

When I was a young man, about 50 years ago, we knew of only a few vantage points where we could watch hawks in migration—notably Point Pelee on Lake Erie, Cape May Point in New Jersey, and Hawk Mountain in Pennsylvania. In recent years raptor watchers, like other birdwatchers, have become legion and now congregate at more than 200 vantage points across the land where they can observe large numbers of migrating birds of prey during spring and fall. On the other hand, owl watchers, or rather owl listeners, often prowl around at night with their tape recorders.

Don Malick, the artist, lives in Colorado where for 12 years he was associated with the Denver Museum of Natural History. Inspired and influenced by the late George Sutton, he is one of the strongest draftsmen amongst those who are painting wildlife today. He knows how a bird is put together—its underlying musculature and surface pterylography (arrangement of feathers). This is very evident in these line drawings which are structurally strong and give us the characteristic look or “jizz” of each species.
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