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FOREWORD





RICHARD FLINT AND SHIRLEY CUSHING FLINT


“Transformative” is a descriptor that ought not to be applied lightly and without justification. But we do not hesitate to call Uncovering America’s First War: Contact, Conflict, and Coronado’s Expedition to the Rio Grande, by Mathew F. Schmader, truly transformative. And that comes from two scholars who have devoted the bulk of our professional careers to study of and writing about the Coronado expedition and the peoples it attempted to take control of.


The archaeological, historical, and cultural resource preservation work undertaken by Schmader over the past four decades has without doubt qualitatively advanced understanding of the Coronado expedition and the Native peoples it impacted. But the insights gained apply not only to the events that took place at Piedras Marcadas Pueblo in the middle Rio Grande valley of New Mexico. They also have significant implications for study of Spanish-led enterprises of conquest across the Americas and the Philippines throughout the sixteenth century, and for study of colonial activity more generally.


Over those years, Schmader has been an integral participant in planning and carrying out investigation and preservation of Piedras Marcadas (LA 290, previously known as the Zuris-Mann site) since shortly after the City of Albuquerque’s acquisition of the site in 1988, and he has overseen decisions about protection, preservation, and investigation of the site. He has been the lead in consultations about the site with the descendant Pueblo communities of Sandia and Isleta. And most importantly, he has served as principal investigator throughout the modern, scientific archaeological investigation of Piedras Marcadas beginning in 2007.


Firsthand involvement with the archaeological investigation, plus scrupulous record-keeping and documentation of methods and results over the full course of investigation of the site have given Schmader a rare familiarity with all aspects of the investigation. That includes the false starts, the plodding grunt work, the gradual emergence of insights, and the progressively comprehensive understanding of the contending parties in what was a major confrontation between Pueblo people and Spanish-led newcomers and their multiethnic allies.


The results of decades of fieldwork and archival research include detailed delineation of the layout and architecture of this very large protohistoric pueblo, as well as description, identification, and analysis of thousands of items of mid-sixteenth-century European and Native American material culture. The exhaustive photographic catalog of the very large and varied collection of material culture from Piedras Marcadas published herein provides an unparalleled view of size and morphological variation within artifact types. In addition, Schmader provides a fine-grained reconstruction of a battle of attempted conquest and defense, involving Native American fighters on both sides. Fine-grained spatial location and discrimination between hurled stone projectiles, by morphology and material, has allowed recovery of hitherto unimagined details in the battle sequence.


Schmader gives his readers all of that and more. The result is a never-before-available, finely detailed look at how the first collision between Pueblo peoples and a large aggressive party of outsiders (usually, but mistakenly, described simply as Spaniards) actually played out during the winter of 1540–1541.













PREFACE





This is a story about journeys. These journeys take many shapes, occurred in various time periods, and affected different people across vast geographies and from widely disparate cultures. Through it all, threads and veins of connections hold together a narrative story line that is so compelling it pleads to be told and can’t be silenced. Whether it comes out as a single person’s work or in some other way, the end result is the same: it has to be let out. What follows is a personal account of a journey that crosses over to many other experiences, to a multitude of actors in an oftentimes tragic play of events that have been the fulcrum of our own history’s turning point.


A great many words have been written about the epic journey of Francisco Vázquez de Coronado into the American Southwest that took place from 1540 until 1542. Scholars—historians, archaeologists and cultural geographers alike—have gathered up and tried to unravel the contents of a lengthy trail of clues, both documentary and physical, for at least 150 years. Far less has been written from the Puebloan point of view. The stories have only gotten more complex as the process has unfolded. We know so much more now than just a few years ago but are still quite far from any absolute certainty about many aspects of the encounters that played out nearly five centuries ago.


One thing is very clear above all else, however. What happened when Vázquez de Coronado entered the existing cultural realms of the American Southwest had permanent and far-reaching consequences. The outcome resounded all the way across New Spain, the Atlantic Ocean, and back to Spain. It affected the world’s most powerful people and country in her quest for worldwide dominance. It deeply touched the lives of its many participants and altered the course of global colonial aspirations. Most profoundly, it reverberated throughout the Native worlds of many Indigenous people over a huge area, irretrievably ending the cultural trajectory and experience of countless lives. History would be made, but at a tremendously precious price.


Hopefully this work shows in stark detail the buildup, unfolding, and aftermath of some of our history’s most momentous events. That these occurred here in the middle of what we now call New Mexico is of local interest, but the connections are regional, national, and international. This is essentially the story of Indigenous cultural legacy and what happened to it when colliding with the world’s most powerful empire of the 1500s. It is a story of cultural strength, of tremendous impact on the Pueblo world, of trauma and struggle, and finally of resistance, resilience, and survival. Scientific research advances methodically by collecting data, analyzing it, and writing it up. Publication can take years but new information operates at a different, more rapid pace. As soon as this book is published, many ideas in it will be outdated, disproved, or reformed. That is good, for that is the real process of science: to set out ideas and then go about trying to undo them. This is a story, too, of a singular relationship with a singular place that contains the soul and physical evidences of a mighty struggle—not just between clashing cultures, but of an Indigenous will to survive that overcame the greatest of odds.


People naturally develop relationships with places. This happens where we live, when we work, or as we travel. It is no different for archaeologists; we form a bond with the places we investigate, especially so when we spend a long time at a site or when the research there shapes our own lives and careers. Much of the storyline in this book derives from my own very long involvement with a very special place in Albuquerque, New Mexico.


The first time I visited the site of Piedras Marcadas was in 1982. I was 27 years old, not yet in graduate school, and the site was known by a different name. I had been excavating at another ancestral pueblo site across the river, on the east side of the Rio Grande, at the home of Arnold and Kit Sargeant in Los Ranchos de Albuquerque. Kit was a tiny person with boundless spirit and enthusiasm, a fine archaeologist in her own right who together with her husband had decided to buy a property with an ancient village on it. She called the site Chamisal after the road where their house was located. Her intention was just to protect the site but when she and Arnold decided to build a pool house to the south of their home, they immediately uncovered a rich area of the pueblo.


It was late summer of 1979 and summer field school at the University of New Mexico was just ending. Kit was one of the teaching assistants for the field school under the direction of famed Southwestern archaeologist Linda Cordell. It had been a fantastically hot summer as we worked at Pottery Mound, another very large ancestral village about an hour’s drive outside of town on the banks of the Rio Puerco. When field school wrapped up, Kit looked for students to help with recovering what the pool house trenches had uncovered. A few weeks, she said, and they could get back to finishing the pool house.


Three years later and excavating within a greatly expanded and very deep pit, Kit finally reached what she considered the bottom of the site. Not that there could ever be an “end” to what she had started, but just simply that there was no practical reason to keep exploring more of a site she had intended to preserve. I was there the whole time and learned a tremendous amount about Late Ancestral Pueblo life in the Rio Grande valley—what the people made, grew, ate, treasured, and discarded—and how things changed in big cycles of flooding and fire that happened on a seemingly regular basis. Kit and I spent countless hours sorting through our thoughts on past life and philosophizing about the present.


Part of that education included visits to other sites in the area—the petroglyphs on Albuquerque’s west side, and the immense village site of Piedras Marcadas. In the early 1980s, the site was called the Zuris-Mann Pueblo after the names of the two families who owned the land. Kit visited the site for a class at the University of New Mexico and then asked me if I wanted to see it. It was spectacular, with its dazzling amounts of beautiful pottery and its sheer scale. It was not a happy place either, as Kit was incensed that the owners had allowed a neighbor to dig potholes on the site. In her straight-ahead style, Kit confronted the neighbor, asking him why he would do such a thing and demanding that he stop. Years later, when asked to return what he had dug up, he flatly said he would have nothing to do with “those damned archaeologists.”


I moved on from my work with Kit at the Chamisal site, while she continued to catalog and organize the years of work we had done. I would certainly return to the Zuris-Mann site but did not get to do as much as I wanted with Kit in the years after. She was hit by a car following a Christmas Eve service in 2001 and the world lost a precious soul that day.


This book was almost impossible to write. And yet it was not possible to leave it unwritten. Impossible, because of the content it had to cover: often painful, elusive at times, always changing, and not able to come to complete finality. This work will always be in process, new things being found as seekers uncover new evidence. But more because the voices of those most directly affected have yet to be heard in a fully meaningful way. So the elusiveness is both an obstacle to finality and a built-in condition—one with no real end point.


I accept the transitory nature of the investigative process. I accept too that ideas will emerge, develop, and evolve in such a way that we cannot be wedded to them. Anybody who is too defensive about their version of “the truth” will always be either disappointed in what they once believed or will expend too much energy trying to defend it. We still, as individuals, must give these pursuits our best but it must be for the right reasons. Too much is given over to the blood sport of academia, to outdo each other for some short-term gain. When the noise falls way, what is left are the better motivations of how we did what we did, and why.


It was always my hope to shed as much light as I could on an extraordinary time and set of events in our collective history. That history is not mine, as the participants were of other cultures and times far removed from my own. I could only hope to be an honest observer, seeking out the facts, trying to understand and interpret, and hoping to convey to those who might want to hear. I make no pretenses as to absolute truths, only to be as intellectually honest as I can be by saying “This is what I think, given what I see.” The real aim is not to pass judgment but to present clear-headed evidence.


Some of the process was carried out as if conducting a series of interviews. There were many kinds of dialogues—interviews with the site itself, as a living place with imbedded memories. And interviews with the many broken things left behind. I never worked alone at the site, on many days and long hours, without thinking about the land and the ancestors. I always gave thanks when I entered and left the site. There were interviews with the many great scholars on whose work we all build, and with the witnesses to history. Being present at the site always included the idea that the place had seen more than could ever be given up or fully revealed.


My own beliefs are that the data and interpretations in this volume convey one of the most extraordinary tales of cultural survival imaginable. The resilience and determination of the Pueblo peoples is one of overcoming nearly insurmountable odds, great losses and depredations, and assaults on every aspect of their timeless societies. And then emerging in a reformed, vibrant, and inextinguishable form. This is not to say that there were not unspeakable tragedies but rather to highlight that the will to survive can sometimes result in almost miraculous outcomes. So it was with the worlds of the middle Rio Grande Pueblos, and why this work is dedicated to them.


I also came to this book more or less by accident and in the most instinctive and unintentional way. I realized that the need to compile much of this material grew out of my own, very personal, and professional experiences. From the very first archaeological work I ever did, at the ancestral village of Pottery Mound under Linda Cordell in 1979, I was in the Tiguex area. When I excavated with Kit Sargeant at the Chamisal site in Los Ranchos, I was in Tiguex. When I surveyed the petroglyphs of the West Mesa in the mid-1980s, I was in Tiguex. When I excavated ancestral Pueblo pithouses in southern Rio Rancho in the late 1980s, I was in Tiguex. So too, when I wrote my dissertation based on that work.


When I started my career with the City of Albuquerque in the early 1990s, the preservation and protection of ancestral sites and landscapes was all in Tiguex. Then, coming back to work at the site of Piedras Marcadas Pueblo, which had at last been saved and was now part of my responsibility, brought me to a new starting point from a decade earlier. Continuing that work in the early 2000s opened an avenue I had never expected. After visiting, lobbying to protect and acquire, then managing, and at last researching on my own, the place remained within a special reach. I have realized that this pathway was definitely not linear, nor has it been circular. It has been, instead, a slowly revolving circuit that has been more like the shape of the spiral so admired by the ancestors. Always circling the center but never quite landing in it.


But nothing could prepare me for the pivotal year of 2007 when the first Coronado-era artifact was identified, and for the watershed first metal detection surveys soon after. Some people set out to look for specific evidence, while others are given that evidence and asked to make sense of it with dignity and responsibility. I did not seek the Tiwas’ survival story nor the arrival of Coronado. Rather, they found me and then it was a matter of what to do with that awesome reality—how to handle the facts wherever they led. It is my hope that this work does that challenge some measure of justice.


MATT SCHMADER


Albuquerque, New Mexico & Mancos, Colorado















INTRODUCTION

Overview of Research







The research presented in this book incorporates a long span of past work combined with new investigations. The legacy of history and archaeology done in and about the middle Rio Grande valley extends well over a century, nominally back to the latter 1800s. Many scholars have put great thought and effort into uncovering the details of cultural development and significant events that have occurred in one of the most populated ancestral areas in the American Southwest. The events themselves have been extraordinary, shaping the social structures and cultural fabric that we recognize as the heart of today’s New Mexico. The following account is one that documents the resiliency and survival of Pueblo peoples in the region, with a focus on the Southern Tiwas who have lived along the Rio Grande for centuries, and are the remarkable descendants of many generations. This work seeks to enhance that legacy by adding new details to the existing body of knowledge. The main findings presented here can be sorted into various levels of scale and data:




THE SITE LEVEL


This study focuses on a single locality, the ancestral Tiwa village of Piedras Marcadas Pueblo, but expands in many directions and includes numerous related sites. The importance of the place and its contents of diagnostic artifacts related to the Vázquez de Coronado expedition of 1540–1542 enables us to examine other associated locations and place them in a renewed context.


Investigations at the site have been almost exclusively surficial and near-surface archaeology, with heavy reliance on noninvasive techniques (Chapter 7, geophysics). The geophysics work has facilitated architectural reconstructions of the site with a level of detail that usually only comes with extensive excavations (Chapter 7, site reconstructions). Limited test excavations have not only ground-truthed geophysics results, but have added critical details on the subsurface structure and contents of the site (Chapter 7, test pits).







THE ARTIFACTUAL LEVEL


A great deal of the surface and near-surface recovery of artifacts has been derived from metal detection surveys. An intensive survey of a 2.5-acre area of Piedras Marcadas Pueblo has produced a large number of sixteenth-century metal items. That quantity of metal artifacts combines with qualities such as association, distribution, and uniqueness that results in an exceptional assemblage of Coronado-era objects (Chapter 8, metal artifacts). The collective whole forms a baseline of artifacts that is presented as a sort of Contact-period catalog that can be built upon and extend our understanding of Contact-era assemblages. In the process, a number of rare, unique, and one-of-a-kind pieces help us to appreciate a fuller range of diagnostic and interrelated items. Certain categories of items are described for the first time, such as sewn-on copper alloy decorative mounts or possible body armor, or are detailed in greater depth, such as facet-headed nails or nail shaft fragments thought to have been used as scatter shot (Chapter 8, metal artifacts).


Mapping surface artifacts and near-surface metal artifacts with sufficient control and in sufficient numbers has opened the possibility of assigning artifact classes to the various cultural groups who were present. The types of items and their breakage and patterning is highly indicative of a battle scenario. The opponents in that conflict used different sets of weapons and lost different kinds of materials (Chapter 10, interpretations). European metal is detailed while the (mostly) stone artifacts belonging to the Mexican indios amigos contingent of the expedition are now better understood. Other stone implements belonging to the Southern Tiwa defenders of their village are also described in Chapter 8 and interpreted patterns related to the actions of these groups are presented in Chapter 10.


Apart from the rare metal items belonging to Europeans, there are important new findings about implements suggested as belonging to the indios amigos. These include a detailed discussion and description of slingstones found at the site (Chapter 3, weaponry, and Chapter 8). Other artifacts assigned specifically to the indios amigos are stone projectile points (Chapter 8), flakes of obsidian from Mexico (Chapter 9), and the suggested identification of copper sheet that may have been used in Native cotton armor vests called ichcahuipilli (Chapters 3, 5, 8, and 10).


Artifacts specifically assigned to the Southern Tiwas are stone projectiles and axes. Among the more important breakthroughs in this study has been the identification of many hundreds of surface rocks that have been mapped and are now identified as throwing stones (Chapters 8 and 10).







THE ANALYTICAL LEVEL


Significant progress has been made in the physical analysis of certain classes of artifacts. These are presented in Chapter 9 on materials analyses that include lead isotopes and X-ray fluorescence (XRF). The XRF analysis of more than 180 metal artifacts and 150 pieces of obsidian represents one of the largest ever done for Coronado-era assemblages. Results from the quantity of metal allows for potential separation of artifacts made in Mexico from those made in Europe. Results from XRF on obsidian has produced the remarkable outcome that three pieces originated from north-central Mexico—the first time that has happened with Coronado-era materials.


New research is only now being developed in the realm of metallurgical analysis. This volume presents some of the first results of that kind for the Contact period, reporting possible sources for iron and ruling out some objects as having been made with more recent techniques. Added research on non-metallurgical slags found the site indicated that very intense burning took place, hot enough to potentially melt parts of mud-walled buildings into slag.







THE PATTERNING LEVEL


Due to certain site characteristics, namely the shallowness of the artifacts and the relatively undisturbed nature of their deposition, it has been possible to map the researched area in great detail. The overall investigation area is not especially large at 2.5 acres, but the ease of recovery for many artifacts means they have been found in contexts very close to their original point of deposit. High site integrity, high return of artifact recovery, and tight spatial control over these variables has resulted in a very robust patterning that few sites offer in terms of interpretive value.


Distributions and patterning of various artifact categories can allow for proposed reconstructions of events that may have caused the observed patterns (Chapter 10). In the case of Piedras Marcadas Pueblo, it has been evident since the very beginning of metal detection surveys that the site was a scene of conflict between Pueblo people and their opponents. The material consequences of that conflict may have been deposited over several episodes, so the final result is an overlay of sequenced, smaller events. Unpacking those events and diagnosing how they were overlaid is only possible with the extraordinary artifact content found at the site.


The site’s architectural characteristics have been revealed through a series of geophysics surveys. Those studies have shown the locations of mud-walled rooms, passages, open areas, and other features in sharp detail (Chapter 7). The site architecture as seen in instrument surveys was collected first, and independent of, the surface and near-surface artifact distributions found by metal detection and ground inspection. One of the major accomplishments presented here is the integration of these two independent data sets to create a new, third, relational database to interpret site activities. To provide but one example, the locations of fired ammunition such as crossbow bolts and musket balls can be assessed against the locations of walls to infer firing direction, possible intended targets, tactics, and likely sequences of events. Those interpretations are presented in Chapter 10.







THE HISTORIC LEVEL


With added research comes a better sense of the relative importance of places and their role in past events. The unprecedented circumstances of the first outside contact by foreigners in the middle Rio Grande valley is one that has a remarkable documentary record only now being matched by examination of the parallel physical record. In this regard, proposed new conclusions demand reconsideration of former points of view. The much-analyzed historical and archaeological records surrounding the entry of the Coronado expedition into the Pueblo world in central New Mexico is put, once again, into the context of most recent findings (Chapter 11).


Achieving better understanding of the active defense mounted by the Tiwas is one of the most important advances in the current study. Certainly the written record describes actions taken, but apart from a few more limited attempts to find related material evidence, there has not been much progress. This study presents hard physical evidence gained from mapping hundreds of throwing stones still lying on the site surface. Beyond their sheer numbers, the patterns and distributions tell of great intensity and bravery by the Tiwas in the face of daunting odds. The reconstructed architecture fits with the surface artifacts, practically hand in glove.


Other physical evidence, also lying on the site surface, implicates the roles and actions of Coronado’s indios amigos allies. The numbers of slingstones recovered and their positions show how the indios were active participants in the conflicts that took place (Chapters 8 and 10). Their other weapons, such as projectile points, and military gear such as possible body armor, expand that picture.


Also included are more detailed discussions about the roles of other underrepresented groups: Pueblo women, elders, and children; Black Africans; and Native Mexican women and the indentured (Chapter 11). Theirs is a story that is now being emphasized by historians, but the actions of all these groups likely played a part in what has been found at Piedras Marcadas Pueblo. Discussions of battle contexts within the greater Puebloan geography and from a longer time period help to place the activities of the underrepresented into a different framework (Chapter 11).







THE METHODOLOGICAL LEVEL


The research presented here has helped advance some essential needs for the conduct of Contact-era archaeology. By obtaining a reasonably tight collection of related artifacts, it is possible by extension to offer a cataloged assemblage of diagnostic items as a grouping, useful for current and future studies. Descriptions of metal and stone artifacts in Chapter 8 are offered as a baseline start to assembling a larger Contact-period catalog that can be used not only in the American Southwest but other parts of the country. The geographic flow of information works in both directions as well, since what is found here may help with work done in Mexico, and vice versa. As more work is done along several Contact-period routes, it will be important to have such reference guides to compare artifacts and hopefully create an expandable database (this is already occurring as archaeologists work with each other to determine which things have been found where and what their estimated ages may be).




Battlefield/Conflict Archaeology


The integrated mapping of artifacts in relation to site architecture has produced an advance in the studies of conflict archaeology. Studies of the Contact period in the American Southwest are perhaps unique in this regard, because architecture has been documented at numerous sites before any recognition that there may have been diagnostic items related to the first interactions between Indigenous peoples and outsiders. Because excavation is not done on a broad scale in the same manner that it was decades ago, geophysics are relied upon to a much greater extent. Some sites are now being re-examined to merge old work with new, while current work may result in discoveries along other parts of Coronado’s route. What makes the study presented in this volume stand apart, it is hoped, is the currency and level of detail achieved by assembling the fieldwork conducted over the past 15 years. The results have been quite compelling, to the extent that the research is hopefully among the most detailed in the subfield of conflict archaeology and in the Contact period of the American Southwest.


Finally, with new data in hand, it is necessary to place them in context and re-examine past conclusions in a new context. No research of this scale and covering the ground that it does, can ever remain fixed. And so, building on the extensive works that came before, it is responsible to state what changes may have occurred in present thinking and to keep an eye to the future for new directions to pursue.
















CHAPTER 1
Worlds of Change




You [don Antonio de Mendoza], in our name, are to proceed with the aforesaid reconnaissance [of Tierra Nueva] at your own cost, as you have offered.

—Consejo de las Indias, June 1540


THE AGE OF EXPLORATION

No epic struggle takes place in a vacuum. It is vital to understand the background and motivation of past events to place them in proper context. In the case of the 1540–1542 Vázquez de Coronado exploration to the American Southwest, a logical starting point is the period often called the “Age of Discovery” by historians. The Age of Discovery began in the early 1400s and lasted until about the mid-1600s. The era might be more correctly called the Age of Reconnaissance (Parry 1982), because the only real discoveries were made by Europeans finding out how vast the world was beyond their familiar realms. Saying that ancient civilizations were “discovered” by Europeans only marginalizes the existence of Indigenous cultures of the Americas, Africa, Asia, and the Pacific. Europe had barely emerged from the Middle Ages (partly, the Dark Ages), wracked by pestilence of the black plague and related woes of rapid growth in its first major cities. Populations, crowded together with little sanitation, provided a perfect environment for diseases to run rampant. Tens of millions of people succumbed to the bubonic plague in the latter 1300s. When the long-running scourge of epidemics and disease had lifted, all of Europe was poised for a resurgence. That awakening contributed to an intensive round of explorations and the rest of the world would be deeply affected.

Arts and culture, science, philosophy, and religion all thrived in a renewed way of life. Science and technology, in particular, stimulated developments in shipbuilding and navigation. Advances in navigation meant that explorations could be broadened by ranging further from Europe and along the African coast. Overland routes to Asia, which first opened knowledge of India, China, and Japan in the 1200s, now were replaced by seafaring routes. Centuries of trade along the Silk Road were bypassed, cutting out Arabic middlemen and newfound economic wealth shifted to places like Italy and the Netherlands. Commerce became globalized in new ways and extended to distant lands. The more dominant economies, such as those of England, Spain, Portugal, Italy, and the Netherlands, provided not only the means but the incentive to gain power. The race was on to explore vast reaches of the unknown world and to bring back whatever sources of wealth could be found and reaped. The Age of Reconnaissance was launched.

Different countries focused on different goals and parts of the world. The greatest prize lay in finding and establishing routes that would reap the most valuable commodity in the world—spices—and to establish trade relations. New cuisines and growing populations created a demand for ways to flavor and preserve meat, which was important when considering how quickly food spoiled before refrigeration was developed. Spices such as cinnamon, nutmeg, cloves, allspice, and black pepper were essential ingredients for the palatability of food. Some spices attained a value higher by weight than gold itself.

Portugal was at the forefront of trying to find a route to lands of spice in the 1400s. Those lands were commonly believed to be in parts of Asia, or the great South Sea, in places logically called the Spice Islands. It was known that other luxury goods such as cloth, dyes, and porcelain could be obtained from Asia, along the great Silk Road. Goods trickling into Europe from the Silk Road were expensive, and their quantities were held in restricted volume by many middlemen, and funneled through the hands of mostly Italian merchants. A way had to be found to break the Italian hold on luxury goods. Portuguese navigators tried to find a route to reach Asia by sailing east to India. The Indies had already been supplying goods, and the location of the Indian subcontinent was generally understood, but the way to get there by sea had yet to be established.

Portuguese sailing expeditions worked their way along the northwest coast of Africa starting in the late 1300s and further south by the 1400s. Cultures previously unknown to Europe were found, but tragically another source of wealth presented itself. In the process of finding a shorter way to India, a future opportunity in the trade of human labor—African slaves—was opened. Previously unknown places became the first in a long and brutal saga as West African cultures were contacted and then terrorized as the focus of slavery and the slave trade. Those first encounters began enslavement of native peoples that lasted hundreds of years and decimated millions of people. The Portuguese did eventually round Cape Horn and reached India, but they also proved that the route was lengthy and difficult. The Dutch would also decide on that trans-African route as the best one to follow to reach the Spice Islands.


The Inquisition

The geopolitical and sociocultural environment in Europe before exploration of the Western Hemisphere was a complex backdrop that provides context for some motivations and behaviors. Life across the continent was dominated by widespread disease and the ravages of the black death. As many as 100,000,000 people died in Europe and North Africa in the mid-1300s alone. Before that, religious fervor helped fuel multiple incursions into the Holy Land during the Crusades of the High Middle Ages (1095 to 1291). There was a constant state of warfare between kingdoms vying for control of lands and resources; at any one point in time there may have been several different conflicts, some of which lasted for decades. Wars were fought over religious convictions within Christianity itself, later culminating in conflicts surrounding the Reformation and Counter-Reformation.

As often happened throughout history, advances in military technology led the way for general change in everyday life. The need for better weapons meant that the manufacturing of everything from armor to cloth, and from housing to trades and crafts, was accelerated.

With accumulated understanding of global geography came advances in cartography and general distribution of knowledge. Invention of the printing press was a key to the emergence into a new period of enlightenment. Books became much more commonplace and literacy more generally promoted. Information was spread through books on science and geography, but also through literary fictions about exotic places, devices that shaped the worldview of the masses. Maps became popular, best-selling items that required new information to keep up with appeal and demand.

While these trends apply to most of Europe and the British Isles, there were effects more specific to the Iberian Peninsula. The Spanish kingdoms and Portugal were in a constant state of competition for power and resources, their sovereigns often consumed with outdoing each other. Maritime advances meant that both were vying for new sources of possible wealth. Competition with other European powers such as the Netherlands, France, Italy, and England equally drove royal ambitions. Portugal had made major inroads with explorations along the west coast of Africa in the 1400s. But in the Spanish kingdoms, an extraordinary set of circumstances converged to rearrange some shifting balances of power.

The last of the wars with Muslim kingdoms and the end of the Iberian reconquista occurred with the fall of Granada to León and Castile in 1492. At the same time, the first royally sponsored Atlantic voyage of exploration was endorsed and paid for by the new Spanish monarchy of Ferdinand and Isabella. There was virtually no break in time between the end of the reconquista and the beginning of trans-Atlantic explorations. Events moved so quickly that any new discoveries had to be divided between Portugal and Spain per the Treaty of Tordesillas of 1494. Massive social change within the new Spanish kingdom also meant the expulsion or forced conversions of many thousands of Jews and Muslims, and Catholic religious fervor that gave rise to the Holy Office of the Inquisition. The Holy Office’s policies and practices were instituted by the end of the 1400s and continued for over three centuries. The Spanish kingdom of the 1500s was the scene of many brutal acts, social displacements, mass movements of people, and sources of constant conflict. Some mechanisms of the Inquisition, such as the auto-da-fé, were a part of the societal milieu from which sixteenth-century explorers and settlers came. The auto-da-fé (literally, “act of faith”) was a public act of penance that often ended in the execution of the person being tried by burning at the stake. These public executions were not uncommon and an unknown number of thousands were put to death in Spain starting in the 1480s. It is no accident that behaviors of Spanish and Portuguese explorers in the Western Hemisphere mirrored these historical roots in the way that Indigenous peoples were regarded and treated. Attitudes toward the humanity of Native peoples, their souls and lives, and perceived expendability of the encountered cultures were implemented by commonly accepted practices such as enslavement, merciless warfare, and acts like burning people at the stake or hunting them for blood sport.




Worldviews

Knowledge of global geography at the outset of the Age of Discovery was surprisingly limited. Since the second century Ptolemy had established that the earth was round. It is a popular myth that Europeans thought the world was flat in the 1400s (Lester 2009). But medieval mythology played a large part in attitudes surrounding the expanding probes into the nether reaches of the planet. Under one climatic theory of global geography, there were zones ranging from pole to pole defining where humans could survive. It was widely believed that the tropics were so hot that they were uninhabitable. There was an imagined “torrid zone” that ran along the equator and the first sailors to venture south of the Tropic of Cancer were terrified that they would burn to death crossing it (Brotton 2012).

The disciplines of mapping and cartography were equally crude and limited by the dawn of the fifteenth century. For centuries, the most common way to depict the round earth in cartographic form was a representation called a T-O map (Figure 1.1). The T-O map was simplistic in form and conveyed the general relationship between the known continents of Europe, Africa, and Asia. This three-part division of the world conformed to biblical perspectives of the earth, divided into kingdoms (Lester 2009:31–38). The largest continent of Asia (the orient) was placed at the top of the T so that east is the up direction on the map, thereby “orienting” the diagram. The continents of Europe and Africa were divided by the ascender of the capital T, creating a world divided into three parts. The three continents were equated with the sons of Noah and the spaces between with the known seas. Stylized T-O maps used a person with outstretched arms to create the three continental divisions; some later versions included geographic details such as names of cities and lands.

The simplicity of T-O maps was quickly overtaken by advances in cartography, and as navigators began to fill out the real details of coastlines. These advances were helped along with the aid not only of shipbuilding but also of needed nautical instruments. With devices such as the astrolabe, sailors were able to track latitude quite accurately but would be stymied for a way to calculate longitude for another 300 years. The earth was known to be round, but that estimates of its actual size varied greatly. Underestimating the earth’s diameter meant that explorers would expect that circumnavigation was easier than it in fact was.

Navigators were skilled at collecting information on the shapes of coastlines and other geographic and cultural data. Maps were produced with data from sailors mostly for use by sailors, but eventually the information had greater political and public interest. Certainly, the royalty and investors from any sailing country had a large stake in this accelerated collection of geographic fact and cartographic representation. Mapmaking became an indispensable tool for carrying out global aspirations.

As coastlines and continents became better understood, the ways of depicting lands and cultures needed to be conventionalized. Place-names were collected and a global geography emerged. Accompanying this cartography of place was a geography of myth. A healthy undercurrent of mythic people, races, and places existed in Europe for centuries before the Age of Exploration. As the size and shape of continents came into view, so too did the amount of blank space on those maps. The blank spaces became the dwelling place for mythic constructs to dwell. A host of fantastic animals and human races began to populate the uninhabited corners of the world.

[image: A circular T-O map labels the world’s divisions with “Asia” occupying the top half, while “Europa” and “Africa” share the bottom. “Mare Magnum” and “Mediterraneum” separate the regions. The outer ring is inscribed with “Mare Oceanum.” Cardinal directions are marked as “Oriens” at the top, “Occidens” at the bottom, “Septentrio” on the left, and “Meridies” on the right. The names “Sem,” “Lafeth,” and “Cham” appear within the continents.]
Figure 1.1.  Diagrammatic representation of the world, a T-O map common in the 1300s and 1400s. The three known continents are named for Noah’s sons. Asia, to the east, is “oriented” in the up direction. Europe and Africa are separated by seas. From Isidore of Seville’s Etymologiae, 1472.




Monstrous races derived their origins from Roman thinkers such as Pliny the Elder, who hypothesized their existences at the margins of Africa in the first century (Lester 2009:38–39). Writings popularized in the Middle Ages fueled the imaginations of readers and artists who generated many fascinating forms of human-animal hybrids and other fantastical beings. Among them were the sciapods (one-legged people with feet so large they could shade their heads with them), cyclopes (one-eyed humans), Blemmyes (a headless race with faces on their chests), and cynocephali (dog-headed people). Some had a more lasting existence, such as the Amazons (a race of warrior women who often amputated one breast to make it easier to pull a bow), Ethiopians (whose skin was deeply tanned from sun exposure), and anthropophagi (cannibalistic people). The monstrous races were on the fringes of medieval geographic thought but provided a form of entertainment; they also presented a challenge to social philosophers who had to consider whether these races were human and if so, whether they should be converted. In any case, it was reasonable to believe that the empty places in the world might be filled with exotic half-human races who dwelled at the margins of newly found lands.

The year 1492 proved to be incredibly pivotal in history, particularly in Spain. After centuries of warfare with the Moorish kingdoms on the Iberian Peninsula, the last Islamic stronghold at the Alhambra in Granada was overwhelmed and Spain had completed its reconquest. This accomplishment came under the auspices of the consolidated kingdoms of Aragon and Castile, unified by the marriage in 1469 of the royal power couple of Ferdinand and Isabella. The king and queen were responsible for mass expulsions of Muslims and Jews from Spain and for allowing the brutal practices of the Holy Inquisition. The monarchy had imperial aspirations as well and awarded a contract to Cristóbal Colón (Christopher Columbus) to embark on a sea venture in search of Asia. Colón had pitched his idea for years, starting in his native Italy and then unsuccessfully in Portugal before landing in the Spanish court. His proposal was complicated and expensive, and by no means had an assured outcome. Ferdinand and Isabella negotiated terms for several years but decided to gamble on the Italian pilot. Portugal would lose out dearly to Spain because it had turned Colón away.

In August of 1492, just eight months after Granada was taken, Colón sailed west from the small Spanish port of Huelva. Earlier seafaring forays into the eastern Atlantic had at least solidified the importance of the Canary Islands and the Azores as provisioning stops. What lay beyond was unknown, however. Popular belief held that, by sailing further west into the Atlantic, there would be more islands: places whose existence was only imaginary, such as Antilia, where wealthy kingdoms existed. Antilia, in turn, was thought to be at the doorstep of Sipango (Japan) and the Asian continent. The concept of global geography at the edge of knowledge was simple—sail west to Asia. The notion that islands would be found before reaching Asia was actually correct. The problem was that the earth was much larger than anybody expected, and that the islands, once reached, would turn out to be the size of gigantic continents. Asia did lie further to the west, but much further since the as-yet undiscovered Pacific Ocean, the largest body of water on the planet, was in the way.

When Colón finally made landfall in the Caribbean, he was convinced he had reached Asia. The area was associated with India and the name Indies has persisted for over 500 years. How incorrect the geography, or the estimate of the world’s size was, turned out to be of little consequence. The more important outcome was that Colón had staked all of the newfound lands for the possession of Spain. When news of the discovered lands reached Europe, it set off shock waves. Portugal immediately began to assert its rights to claim territory by virtue of its own explorations into the southwestern Atlantic. Portugal and Spain fought over rights to the new lands until the matter was resolved by Pope Alexander VI in 1494. Alexander issued a papal bull ruling in favor of the staunchly Catholic Spanish monarchs by establishing an artificial line 370 leagues (nearly 1,000 miles) west of the Azores. Everything west of that line would go to Spain, which would turn out to be the entire North American continent and most of South America. Portugal wound up with just an eastern slice that is now Brazil, but their consolation prize was the right to lands east of Africa. Global exploration boundaries were set, and Spain would become by far the dominant power in the Indies.

North and South America are often called the “New World,” recognizing that those continents were unknown to Europe before 1492. The term is inaccurate and regarded as offensive to Indigenous people for the simple fact that they have lived there since the beginning of human presence. Europeans, as latecomers, have only lived in the Western Hemisphere for something like 3% of total human history there. The ancient T-O maps depicting the three continents of Asia, Africa, and Europe would quickly become obsolete with the European “discovery” of North and South America. A more appropriate and more accurate way to describe those new lands would be to call them “the fourth part of the world” (Lester 2009; Padrón 2020).






AN EMPIRE GROWS

Colón’s landfall in the Caribbean and return trip to Spain brought him instant vindication and fame. He quickly negotiated a return voyage with the intent of establishing a real colony. He had, actually, left a contingent from his first voyage on Hispaniola at a small settlement called La Navidad. When Colón returned to La Navidad on his second voyage in November 1493, he found that most of the colonists had been killed (Deagan and Cruxent 2002a). That outcome set the stage for brutality that would follow in other island conquests. Colón would end up making four exploratory voyages to the fourth part of the world, each one further from his original landing. He died in 1506 still seeking ultimate proof of Asian lands but convinced that he had made it to the Indies.

The union of the kingdoms of Castile, León, Aragon, and others resulted in the creation of a nation-state unified into what we now call Spain. Isabella of Castile died in 1504, and her husband Ferdinand II of Aragon lived until 1516. Following regal instabilities, Carlos I was installed as the king of Spain in 1516 and became Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, in 1519. Carlos I/Charles V would rule for nearly 40 years until his abdication in 1556, dying in 1558.

Spain’s immediate order of business in the Americas was to set up viable colonies with settlers who could work the land and begin to extract wealth. The main hub of this imperial goal shifted from Hispaniola to Cuba, where several towns were established. By 1515, Cuba was already Spain’s primary base of operation. Further explorations from Cuba led to the first Spanish exploration of the Yucatán peninsula, just 100 miles to the west. Ponce de León had first spotted the peninsula in 1513 and Francisco Hernández de Córdoba followed in 1517. Juan de Grijalva sailed along the Yucatán coast in 1518, regenerating considerable interest in a major expedition. The governor of Cuba, Diego de Velázquez, made plans for the undertaking but infighting threatened the project. Velázquez chose Hernán Cortés to lead the exploration, but soon the new leader decided to override the governor and command a rogue operation, taking with him the entire fate of the young Spanish empire.

Hernán Cortés (1485–1547) was by then a brash and upcoming member of the Cuban militia. His growing feuds with Velázquez spurred him to set sail on his own into the Gulf of Mexico, first claiming the Yucatán peninsula for Spain in March 1519. He made landfall at a place he called Villa Rica, near the present-day Mexican city of Veracruz. There, he scuttled his ships and took his contingent of armed Europeans south toward reportedly large cities. He picked up an enormous number of Native allies along the way and in November of 1519, arrived at the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlán. His epic two-year long siege and conquest of the Aztecs and their emperor Moctezuma is legendary in world history (Bernal Díaz del Castillo; Cohen 1963). The importance of the Aztec conquest to this story is that Spain would rapidly move toward setting up its principal colonial center in central Mexico, calling it Nueva España.


Antonio de Mendoza

In 1535, Carlos I appointed Antonio de Mendoza (1495–1552) as the first viceroy (literally, “under-king”) of Nueva España. The Mendoza family was quite wealthy and well-connected with the monarchy in Spain, and so the installation of a well-trusted administrator to oversee the new colony was crucial. In addition, the Real Audiencia de Mexico, established by Carlos I at the very end of 1527, had been intended to govern activities in the new Spanish colony. But it failed quickly from internal self-interests and had to be replaced by an established viceroyalty (Flint and Flint 2019). The capital of the colony was situated in the Valley of Mexico, at the former Aztec center of Tenochtitlán. Mendoza’s task was to set up provinces throughout the colony with governors, and to begin a land-tenure system that would place families into economically beneficial establishments called encomiendas. A relatively ungoverned period following the conquest of México ended with the appointment of New Spain’s first viceroy in November of 1535 (Figure 1.2).




Expanding Interest

There was competition for control over power and potential wealth from the very outset of establishing the Nueva España colony. Cortés had righteously asserted his primacy to become a major encomendero and to continue his explorations and conquests. King Carlos had awarded him an honorary title of Marquis de Valle (referring to the Valley of Oaxaca) and certain exploratory rights, plus financial benefits, but did not grant exclusive authority. Indeed, to do so would have undercut his own viceroy. As it was, Mendoza ended up in a prolonged power struggle with Cortés for over a decade, and that was not his only fight.

[image: A medieval-style illustration depicts a friar presenting the “Relación de Michoacán” manuscript to Viceroy Antonio de Mendoza. The friar, dressed in a black robe, extends a document toward the seated viceroy, who wears a turban and sits on an ornate chair with a curved armrest and patterned cushion. Behind the friar, a group of men in hats and tunics, some holding spears, observes the exchange. The background is divided, with a plain left side and a richly decorated right side filled with foliage patterns.]
Figure 1.2  Delivery of the Relación de Michoacán manuscript to viceroy Antonio de Mendoza by Fray Jerónimo de Alcalá, about 1540 in Tzintzuntzan. From Relación de Michoacán, Lamina 1.




There was interest in pursuing new explorations almost as soon as the colony was established. In particular, information had come in from survivors of an ill-fated attempt to explore la Florída. That expedition was led by a one-eyed captain with a booming voice named Pánfilo de Narváez in 1528. Narváez lost his eye in a battle with Cortés, whom Governor Velázquez had sent an armed contingent to capture for his treasonous departure. Cortés beat the militia badly and bludgeoned Narváez in the process. Narváez finally managed to get license for an exploration to la Florída, but his bad fortunes did not end.

When Narváez landed on the west coast of la Florída in early 1528, he immediately ran into trouble with swampy terrain, lack of food, and Natives who hounded his marching forces. His ships were badly wrecked by storms and he was forced to dismantle them and rebuild several rafts. Setting sail to the west in hopes of finding a port called Pánuco on the east coast of México, the small flotilla began to fall apart in stormy seas and drifted badly off course (Cabeza de Vaca 1904). Pánuco was hundreds of miles away, and the stormy gulf waters sank most of the rafts, including Narváez’s. Just a handful of survivors dragged themselves ashore near Galveston Bay and met with even more depredation. By the time the last men had been captured, just four of the original exploratory force of 600 had survived (Goodwin 2008).

The four survivors were Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca (Narváez’s treasurer), Alonso del Castillo Maldonado, Andrés de Dorantes, and Esteban de Dorantes. Esteban was an enslaved Moor from Azemmour, Morocco, possibly a black man from sub-Saharan Africa. The four led a harrowing existence for several years as captives of tribes in present-day southern Texas, hatching escape plots and living on the run while surviving for months on nothing more than cactus fruits. When they finally eluded their captors, they made their way along what is roughly the modern border between Mexico and the United States. It took them four years, from 1532 until 1536, to at last reach the western coast of Mexico. All along the way, their strange appearance and apparent skills at healing and related magical powers earned them a near-mythical status among the groups they encountered. The most famed of the healers was Esteban, an attribute for which he would later pay with his life (Herrick 2018).

De Vaca and his companions suddenly came upon a slave-raiding party led by Diego de Alcaraz. The small band was routed back to Mexico City where they prepared a report for Mendoza. Of great interest was their description of peoples and settled lands to the north. Towns, called “pueblos,” were said to have many hundreds of inhabitants and the people wore sophisticated clothing, maybe made of cotton and camel hair (Flint 2008). Based on those accounts, renewed attention was directed to the unknown lands north of Nueva España. It seemed that at least some details fit with expectations of Asian culture to the north, in the land that started being called Tierra Nueva.

Mendoza reportedly put the entourage up in his own lodgings for a time and pitched the idea of de Vaca and Dorantes leading an expedition to Tierra Nueva to collect more facts. They turned down the idea, however, instead going back to Spain with hopes of a royal sanction and not having to be under Mendoza’s patronage. Mendoza salvaged what he could by acquiring Esteban even while negotiating with Dorantes to no avail all throughout the year of 1538. There was plenty of reason to explore to the north, but nobody reliable to take on the project.

As Mendoza tried and ultimately failed to enlist de Vaca and then Dorantes to conduct a northern reconnaissance, he had to find an acceptable leader. Partly discouraged by his search and partly influenced by church leaders advising him, Mendoza decided against selecting somebody from secular or military ranks. His choice instead would be a trusted man of the cloth, Fray Marcos de Niza. A religious leader was a safe choice given the growing concern over mistreatment of Natives by earlier exploratory parties and movement with the royal court to find more civil guidance. The Church proved to be quite influential at the time, helping to formulate what were called the “New Laws of the Indies” by 1540. The brutality and offenses against Native peoples were forbidden and new explorations were expected to be conducted accordingly. De Niza was well recommended but his ability to carry out the northern sortie was greatly enhanced by securing the services of Esteban de Dorantes. Esteban’s role in the upcoming mission would prove both crucial and fatal.




A Competitive Prize

It might seem surprising that the Holy Roman Emperor, one of the most powerful people in Europe at the time, would institute rules to allow explorations in the new Spanish colonies. But those rules were needed, set to ensure nobody would conduct any business on behalf of the Crown without first receiving a cédula, or royal contract, to do so. There had been too much unsanctioned activity in New Spain in the 1520s, following the conquest of the Aztecs by Cortés. One outcome was the establishment of formal governance through the office of a viceroy, administrators such as accountants and judges, and formation of the oversight body called the Consejo de las Indias (“Council of the Indies”). These formal structures ensured checks and balances, previews of proposed activities, record-keeping, and legal processes to evaluate the outcomes of licensed projects. Most royal decrees to conduct official business also came with a fiscal understanding, which was that the project proponent had to pay for the whole undertaking. Further, it was understood that a share of any riches gained from contracted activities were to be given to the royal treasury—this amounted to 20% of the total value of goods, or the famous “king’s fifth.” Thus, proposed expeditions had to be sanctioned by the Crown, privately funded, and beholden to the royal treasury for a share of any profits. Within that context, the privilege to conduct a major exploration north into Tierra Nueva was hotly contested. Even Mendoza, the king’s own viceroy, had to compete for the prized cédula.

The list of hopefuls vying to receive a royal contract for the anticipated next exploration north of New Spain was impressive. Each of the proponents had established a certain standing that, they believed, substantiated their claim above that of the others. And each seemed fairly well informed of what the other claimants were asserting as the contract was being scrutinized. This is partly due to formalities within which the competitors had a representative, or factor, to attend hearings and to file submittals.


Hernán Cortés

Hernán Cortés (Figure 1.3) had very strong standing arising from his prior experiences and activity in Nueva España. He was, of course, the actual conquistador of the Aztec empire during his brutal and unrelenting siege of Tenochtitlán from 1519 to 1521. Although vastly outnumbered, Cortés used enemies of the Aztecs to his advantage but finally relied on daring tactics and sheer madness to escape with his life and some treasure. He placed many people in great peril and lost a great number of his men extricating himself from the dying city. But he also delivered the first substantial conquest of vast lands and wealth to the Spanish crown, a feat which did not go unrewarded.

Cortés used his favorable reception with the new king, Carlos I, plying him with presents of gold and jewels to obtain official titles and more rights. Carlos’s mother and co-regent at the time, Juana the Mad, unofficially granted Cortés the rights to all lands he might find in the western part of New Spain. Within a decade of the first sighting of the South Sea (Pacific Ocean) by Vasco de Balboa in 1513, Cortés actively scoured the west coast of Nueva España. As early as 1522 he was lobbying the king about ideas of greater discoveries across the ocean, which would complete what Cristóbal Colón had started (Hartmann 2014:63–64). In 1529, Juana gave Cortés the right to “reconnoiter, conquer, and settle whatever islands there are in the Mar del Sur that are within Nueva España and all those you may encounter to the west” (Flint 2002:42). Cortés had doggedly explored the western coasts of México and what is now called Baja California, launching four sea-going explorations between June 1532 and May 1539. The last of these ventures was under Francisco de Ulloa, who was funded and sent by Cortés to find a northern route to the Pacific coast. Failing to find one within the gulf, Ulloa circled back around the tip of the Baja and followed the Pacific coast. He was reportedly killed by a crew member in 1540, but even in 1543 Cortés thought him to be alive.

[image: A portrait of Hernán Cortés, shown with a strong gaze and a well-groomed beard. He wears a black beret and a fur collar. The inscription “FERDINANDUS CORTESE” appears above his head. The painting captures his stern expression and elaborate attire.]
Figure 1.3.  Hernán Cortés, conquistador of the Aztec empire. Anonymous, sixteenth-century Italian school. Image from Alamy.








Nuño Beltrán de Guzmán

Nuño Beltrán de Guzmán (circa 1490–1558) was a powerful opponent of Cortés who gained his own notoriety and influence. He had been installed as provincial governor of Pánuco (1525 to 1533) and Nueva Galicia (1529 to 1534), and was named president of the first Royal Audiencia of México (1528 to 1530). Those appointments were made by King Carlos for the expressed purpose of counteracting Cortés’s growing influence. That plan, however, went off track as both Guzmán’s power and brutality increased. The Audiencia was dissolved after just two years due to his actions to enlarge his own wealth. Guzmán asserted rights over a broad area ranging well north into Sinaloa as part of his governed territory in Nueva Galicia and over lands he had obtained through his explorations (Figure 1.4).

In the last days of 1529, Guzmán organized a huge exploration to travel northward into Tierra Nueva, which was fully sanctioned by the Audiencia as it existed at the time. This was to be primarily a military operation conducted against the Teúles Chichimecas (Regalado Pinedo 2021) and since Guzmán was president of the Audiencia from the start of 1529, its license was wholly self-serving. On December 21, 1529, Guzmán conducted an alarde or muster roll in the town square of México before marching north to Michoacán. Like Coronado after him, Guzmán commanded mostly Spanish soldiers (Basques, Navarrese, Galicians, Castilians, Andalusians, Extremadurans, Asturians, Aragonese) but also others from parts of Europe including Portugal, France, Italy, Greece, and Burgundy (Regalado Pinedo 2021:3–4, 8). Of the Europeans, Guzmán assembled 150 horsemen and the entire contingent made up only 2% of the entire army. The vast majority were indios amigos who were from various parts of the country including Huejotzingo, Texcoco, Tlatelolco, México, and Tlaxcala. It was said there were 1,200 Tlaxcalans alone, plus 8,000 from the highlands and at least 5,000 more added when Michoacán was reached. In addition, there was a small contingent of Black Africans, almost all of whom were servants or slaves “owned” by Spanish participants:

Being slaves or servants of the Spanish, they were under their command and carried out servitude work for their master, but also for the army. Nuño de Guzmán used them as carpenters, to make the doors of the churches or hermitages that he built: Juan Fernández de Híjar declared that he had seen “some black people of the said governor [Nuño de Guzmán] sawing the doors” of the temple that was built in Compostela. They also worked in the mines, when they were discovered, and in the care of beasts and mounts. They were also blamed for the mistreatment of the indigenous people and, consequently, for their fleeing to the mountains: “both blacks and other people would go on a rampage and destroy some Indians, causing some of them to go to the mountains.” (Regalado Pinedo 2021:13).

[image: An illustration from 1529 shows Nuño Beltrán de Guzmán on horseback holding a cross. Above him is a square with symbols, and a snake emerges from the top. Below, two figures are depicted: one sitting with a wooden seat, and the other with raised arms. The scene is adorned with indigenous motifs and symbols, accompanied by text at the bottom that includes the name of the individual and date.]
Figure 1.4.  Nuño Beltrán de Guzmán in 1529 as depicted in the Codex Telleriano-Remensis (folio 44R).




Pedro de Castañeda de Nájera, later a chronicler of the Vázquez de Coronado expedition, said that Guzmán had nearly 400 Spanish soldiers and 20,000 Indian allies. Guzmán put it at 300 Europeans and 7,000 to 8,000 indios. He made it to the northern fringes of Sonora and expected to reach lands ruled by Amazons. Asia also seemed to be close at hand. After traveling more than 500 miles over awful terrain, being struck by a hurricane, and his forces suffering many deaths, he persisted until finally giving up (Flint and Flint 2019:75). Making the situation worse was the return of Hernán Cortés with new titles and commissions (Flint and Flint 2005:386–387).

Guzmán was the founder of the city of San Miguel de Culiacán and also of Guadalajara, and established Compostela at present-day Tepic in 1531. His primary interest was in vanquishing small Native polities and capturing slaves to sell. His name became synonymous with outright brutality across all of northwestern Nueva España. He carried out relentless raids to capture and enslave Native peoples, and gave licenses to his allies to endorse their own slave-raiding and possession. He engaged in acts of torture and genocide so barbaric that they almost have no equal in a world that was full of barbarism. “In Guzmán’s day and many times since, these various accounts … (are) considered by many to have been perhaps the most brutal entrada ever conducted in the Americas. Tens of thousands of Native people were killed outright or died as an indirect result” (Flint and Flint 2019:73). Guzmán became embroiled in a number of legal proceedings including his misadministration of the first Audiencia. He was arrested in 1536 and brought to Spain for trial but died there before the proceedings were completed.




Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca

Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca (circa 1490–1559) was the most influential of the four survivors from the disastrous 1528 exploration of la Florída by Pánfilo de Narváez. He had his own plans to advance his prospects arising from that status. De Vaca was not interested in conducting an exploration of la Tierra Nueva under anybody’s sponsorship, as had been suggested by Mendoza. Instead, he and Andrés de Dorantes sailed back to Spain and directly asked the royal court for license to lead their own expedition. That tactic slowed him immensely and instead he was named adelantado of the Rio Plata region of South America, now the border between Argentina and Uruguay (Morrow 2011).




Hernando de Soto

Hernando de Soto (circa 1500–1542), was a captain in Francisco Pizarro’s conquest of Peru and from the wealth awarded him, began to gain influence in the court and assert rights to gain contracts. De Soto had in effect succeeded Pánfilo de Narváez’s 1528 cédula to explore all of la Florída, an area that extended west to the Mississippi and even beyond. These rights may have included any obtained by Cabeza de Vaca, who was a member of the Narváez expedition. De Soto’s interest in Tierra Nueva was ultimately diverted by the award of a cédula to explore the new lands of la Florída. That contract carried much prestige, and de Soto was able to launch his expedition from Cuba by the summer of 1539. With de Soto already in la Florída by 1539 and having spent considerable sums to underwrite that exploration, his factor argued for other competitors to be rejected (Winship 1896:49). He took 620 men and 220 horses on nine ships, landing on the west coast of la Florída little more than a decade after and not far from where Narváez had made landfall in 1528. De Soto’s long and twisting route across the southeastern and southern parts of the present-day United States often found him caught between and played against chiefdoms warring with each other (Hudson 1997). He finally made it as far west as the Mississippi River, where he died at age 41 on May 21, 1542, somewhere near the Arkansas–Louisiana border. He had gotten just a few hundred miles east of the Coronado expedition’s furthest western extent, nearly connecting the two ventures.




Pedro de Alvarado

Mendoza’s most formidable challenger for the royal contract was Pedro de Alvarado (circa 1485–1541), one of the most influential early explorers of México. He had been on Grijalva’s 1518 voyage along the Yucatán coast and was second-in-command of Hernán Cortés’s Tenochtitlán campaign. Alvarado had been left in charge while Cortés went north to fight with Narváez’s retaliatory party. In Cortés’s absence, Alvarado precipitated a bloody uprising and slaughtered hundreds of Aztec citizens. When Cortés returned, he found all of Tenochtitlán in a dangerous state of rebellion. Alvarado did manage to rehabilitate himself, surviving the escape and later rising to power by conducting conquests of Guatemala and Nicaragua, places where he was made governor or adelantado (Figure 1.5). While in northwest México, he earned the title Sun or Sun King (Tonatiuh) from the local Natives because of his red hair and beard.

Alvarado had contracts to conduct sailing explorations into the Pacific to find Asian lands, and was so influential that Mendoza had to enter into a separate agreement with him to partner in funding the anticipated Tierra Nueva expedition. Alvarado put considerable assets into the project but was called away to fight in a major uprising of Natives in Nueva Galicia. The rebellion, the Mixtón War, was prosecuted in the hilly country around Guadalajara. There, in retreat, after being beaten back by fierce Native warriors, Alvarado’s horse stumbled and rolled over on him. He died on July 4, 1541, at Guadalajara from his injuries. The light had been snuffed out of the so-called Sun King.






Final Decision

The consejo initially ruled that none of the competing claims had more merit than any of the others, and so by process of elimination as much as anything, Mendoza was awarded the contract. The King and the consejo jointly wrote in June of 1540 that although representatives of Cortés, Alvarado (as governor of Guatemala), de Soto (as governor of la Florída), and Guzmán (as founder of Nueva Galicia) all claimed the right to obtain the license, “you [don Antonio de Mendoza], in our name, are to proceed with the aforesaid reconnaissance [of Tierra Nueva] at your own cost, as you have offered” (Flint and Flint 2019:77–78).

[image: A portrait of Pedro de Alvarado, dressed in ornate armor with a ruffled collar and a sword at his side. He stands confidently with one hand on his hip and the other holding the sword’s hilt. Above him is a coat of arms, and the background features a classical column. His expression is stern.]
Figure 1.5  Portrait of Pedro de Alvarado by Tomás Povedano (1906).




This made ultimate sense, as Mendoza was Carlos I’s representative in trying to keep others from interceding. The new area to be explored was not found to be in any of the other competitor’s existing license areas. As a practical matter, both Guzmán and Cortés were by then in Spain trying to plead their cases in person, and to fight other legal issues. De Soto was already in la Florída as well when his factor filed an objection that the Mendoza enterprise should be paid either by the Crown or by the viceroy. If the former, the argument went, then the cédula should go to de Soto because he was already funding the la Florída undertaking. If the latter, then Mendoza was on weaker financial ground than de Soto, to whom the award should have gone. And in either case, if the expeditions met up in the interior, there would be a murky situation to clear up as to final rights and profits (Winship 1896:55).






NATIVE RESISTANCE IN NORTHERN NEW SPAIN

At the same time attention was drawn to the north in hopes of finding new civilizations and a possible route to Asia, there was almost immediate resistance by groups in the northern parts of the new colony. Western México was inhabited by various ethnic groups before the arrival of the Spanish, including Tecuexes, Cocas, Tecos (Tecoles), Guamares, Guachichiles, Zacatecos, and Caxcanes. When the Spanish began to explore northwest México in 1529 they encountered the Caxcanes, a people often described as warlike. Nuño Beltrán de Guzmán began his exploration of the northwest region of México in December of 1529. He established the first Spanish contact with the Caxcanes, entering into their territory in 1530 (Medrano Enríquez 2015). On his way to the Caxcan territory, Guzmán passed through Michoacán, which was part of the Tarascan empire. He also passed through Coca and Tecuexe provinces. The route of Guzmán’s army is reconstructed in the Lienzo de Tlaxcala, which illustrates places where Tlaxcalans fought battles against the Indigenous peoples they encountered (Medrano Enríquez 2012, 2015).

Western México was one of five regions of New Spain during the Early Colonial period. It included Nueva Galicia, which encompasses the present-day Mexican states of Zacatecas and Aguascalientes, and part of Jalisco. Nochistlán was the first settlement in Nueva Galicia, where the Spanish established Villa del Espiritu Santo (later named Guadalajara). Due to constant attacks by Indigenous tribes, the settlement was moved three times: to Tonalá (1533), to Tlacotán (1535), and finally to the Valley of Atemajac (1542), where it remains today (Medrano Enríquez 2015). Vázquez de Coronado was appointed governor of Nueva Galicia in late 1538.

When the Spaniards arrived in the southern part of Zacatecas in 1530, they questioned the Indigenous people about precious metals such as silver and gold. In answer to their question, the locals replied “caxcane, caxcane,” which meant “not, there is none” in Nahuatl. Thus, the people became known as the Caxcanes to the Spanish. The Caxcan polities or “cacicazgos” were small: the relatively small states of Tlaltenango, Teúl, Jalpa, Juchipila and Nochistlán. The chief or leader of the government was referred to as the “Tlatoani” (Medrano Enríquez 2015).

At the time of the Spanish arrival, the Caxcanes were expanding militarily, maintaining continuous strife and fighting with the Tecuexes and the Tarascans. Ethnohistoric sources recount that Caxcanes at Teocaltiche and Nochistlán were engaged in struggles with other Caxcan settlements at Juchipila and Jalpa, essentially their own people. They played a significant role in the Mixtón War of 1540 to 1541 (Medrano Enríquez 2012, 2015).

Following ten years of Spanish domination, the Mixtón War erupted in 1541. The Peñol del Mixtón and Peñol de Nochistlán are two important sites of that war. The battles in Nochistlán were illustrated in codices that indicate the presence of Pedro de Alvarado, Viceroy Antonio de Mendoza, and Tenamaxtle, major opponents in the Mixtón War. After the death of Alvarado, Viceroy Mendoza formed the largest army of the Colonial era to fight the Caxcanes and their allies. The Mixtón rebellion evolved into perhaps the most sustained resistance encountered by Spain in the history of the Americas, lasting from 1540 until 1590.

The Caxcanes aligned with Zacatecos, Guachichiles, and others to fight against the Spaniards and their allies (Tlaxcaltecas, Otomí, Mexica, and Purépecha). Campaigns were waged all across the central Mexican highlands, or Gran Chichimeca, and by the end of the 1550s, 4,000 Spanish and allies had been killed (Powell 1977). Finally attempting a “war of fire and blood” against the Chichimecas, the Spaniards were not able to overcome guerilla warfare and were worn down by relentless fighting: “No one can sustain the war, the cost is too big, neither in arms nor in squadrons can we sustain war. The situation is very crucial, we don’t have weapons, squadrons, (or) food …” A forced treaty was enacted and after a 50-year resistance, the Chichimecas had prevailed against the Spanish occupiers.




A WORLD OF MAPS

Changes in knowledge and worldview as they evolved during the Age of Reconnaissance are most clearly seen in the discipline of cartography. The simplistic T-O maps of the three-continent scheme of the world rapidly transformed with discoveries in the fourth part of the world. It is not as if details of coastlines were unknown before that, as seen for example in Arabian charts of the 1100s or in a thirteenth-century Greek map with accurate outlines of Europe and the Middle East. But the conventions seen in T-O maps indicate a simplicity used for understanding by the masses. The importance and relevance of mapmaking itself was amplified by the development of the printing press in the latter 1400s. Newly gained knowledge from sailing explorations was translated first into navigation charts and then into world maps for public consumption. Perhaps no part of the planet offered a more fertile ground for conveying advances in knowledge than the depictions of the fourth part of the world.

Anybody who has studied maps for any length of time appreciates their ability to control the information they contain. Or rather, their potential to be used by mapmakers to manipulate content and messaging. How borders are drawn, how information is emphasized, what is selected or highlighted, even what is left blank all contribute to the usefulness of a map depending on the goals of its maker(s). Propaganda contained in maps depicting battle fronts, or election results, or a myriad of socioeconomic data sets, is also amplified by our so-called information age.

Arguably the height of the cartographic information age coincided with the Age of Exploration, when so much new geography was being described and assimilated. With each new find of a previously unknown land, cartographers were challenged with incorporating discoveries at a time when mapmaking was a laborious and exacting handmade process. Stakes were high with competing global interests on the part of several European polities vying for control of routes, commodities, markets, and ultimately, building empires. Within those contexts, geographic information and how it was conveyed in maps became the fare of national trade secrets and as closely guarded as treasures themselves. Spies circulated in royal courts, hoping to steal or copy newfound bits of geography either for sale or advancements in status. The Portuguese court kept such a tight rein on maps that few survive to the present (Harvey 2000:145). One famous smuggling episode in 1502 involved Alberto Cantino who, posing as a horse seller, successfully took a map to Italy. This covert action led to the creation of what is known as the Cantino planisphere view of the world (Gaspar 2012).

Spain and Portugal, in particular, had competed with each other beginning in the 1400s and had reached a turning point in the last decade of the century. With Cristóbal Colón’s first voyage on behalf of Isabella and Ferdinand in 1492, Spain had gained an upper hand that was codified by the Treaty of Tordesillas in the summer of 1494. It did not harm Spain’s standing that Pope Alexander VI had deep connections with the Spanish royal couple. The pope’s generous determination of the line that would divide future explorations and rights to newly discovered lands tilted heavily, but not exclusively, toward Spain. The line of demarcation set by the Tordesillas convention split one half of the world on a meridian running from pole to pole, located in the Ocean Sea (Atlantic Ocean), 370 leagues or about 1,000 miles west of the Cape Verde Islands (or Gorgades). Spain would be granted the vast majority of newfound land in the Western Hemisphere, including all of the Caribbean basin, effectively all of North and Central America, and much of South America with the exception of Brasil. There was not, as is often thought, originally an anti-meridian on the other side of the world running through the unknown extent of the South Sea, or Pacific Ocean (Padrón 2020:107–108).

The practical effect of needing an anti-meridian emerged in the mid-1500s, as the Portuguese and Dutch made progress by reaching new areas of the Pacific. The prime motivating factor was the search for the best routes to the spicery, or Spice Islands, where fabulous potential wealth was waiting for the first to claim territories. Interestingly, the Dutch, British, and French never saw that any decree issued by a Catholic pope should bind them to decisions about claims to land. They all explored in their own right and the Dutch, especially, made great inroads on the far side of the globe. Not to be outdone, or left out of the spice race, Spain began to exert various rights within the Pacific rim. Some of the claims were rooted in cartographic self-enrichment, which showed the Ocean Sea as much smaller in order to extend an anti-meridian that would favor Spain.

After disputes over the original line of Tordesillas arose in 1524, a new agreement called the Treaty of Zaragoza/Saragossa was drawn up and the anti-meridian was finally established in 1529. The outcome was that Portugal did indeed have legal claim to a greater portion of the western Pacific basin, which included many of the Spice Islands, and that Spain’s share was smaller than it had hoped. To compensate, Spain pressed forward by establishing the galleon trade with the Philippines (Padrón 2020), a connection that lasted 250 years (from 1565 to 1815).

Information gained from new explorations was constantly being compiled and updated by mapmakers, a process that had considerable lag time and a penchant for carrying over errors. There was an inevitable lag in correcting the content of maps due to factors of information control, intended propaganda messaging, and the mechanical length of time involved in making revisions. As a result, the shapes of land masses, geographic features, place-names, and their locations were constantly being amended but were always behind the times. Gathering and transmitting information from explorations in the Western Hemisphere had added time involved as well as geopolitical implications.

As a result, it might take 20 years for revisions of land masses and coastlines to occur, and many decades before copied mistakes were finally corrected. Martin Waldseemüller’s 1507–1513 universalis cosmographia, which famously is thought to contain the first occurrence of the word “america,” also included some of the first published detail gained from Colón’s voyages (Brotton 2012). Sandwiched between the rudimentary coastline of the eastern seaboard on the United Sates and the north coast of South America are greatly exaggerated islands of Cuba and Hispaniola. These are quite accurately placed west of Europe, Africa, the Azores, and the Canary Islands. The exaggerated sizes of Cuba and Hispaniola reflect the perceived relative importance of those islands in the new discoveries by Colón but there is no concept of how large North and South America might be (the latter shown as a huge endless landmass labeled Tierra Incognita).

Early maps showing the outlines of North and South America for the first time were understandably crude. For instance, the world map made by Venetian cartographer Pietro Coppo in 1528 (Ahern 2003:266) still showed a mass of unconsolidated islands in place of North America even though it was made more than a decade after the first Spanish explorations of the Yucatán and seven years following the conquest of Tenochtitlán by Cortés.


North America—Island or Joined with Asia?

There were at least two defining topics that revealed the inclination of any mapmaker and their attitude toward the emergent picture of the world. First was the issue of how North America related to the mainland of Asia, and as a corollary, the size and shape of the South Sea (Pacific Ocean). The second had to do with the relative location of Japan (Padrón 2020). These two unresolved issues loomed over renewed competition between Portugal and Spain for control of the Pacific. As for the size—the extent east to west—of the South Sea, the wider it was, the more it favored possible Portuguese claims. As for the issue of Asia’s physical connection, since North America was under implied Spanish authority per the Tordesillas decree, there was good motivation to prove that Asia was an extension of the continent. Spanish mapmakers often drew the Pacific coastlines to favor their implied span of control (Padrón 2020).

Part of Antonio de Mendoza’s purpose, as first viceroy of Nueva España, was to flesh out Spain’s claim to the South Sea. As a result, he sent several explorations to prove Spain’s political authority. Juan Rodríguez de Cabrillo was sent northward along the west coast of México to chart a sea route to China but came up empty (Padrón 2020:146). The last part of this three-pronged strategy was land exploration. It is little accident that the reconnaissances of the late 1530s led directly to the Vázquez de Coronado enterprise to find Asian settlements. There had been early indications, such as the description of possible camel-hair cloth, which suggested exotic lands. The kingdom called Marata, which appears on some maps, was associated with western Asia and lands of Arabic traders, and Fray Marcos de Niza thought it could be close at hand (Flint and Flint 2005:91).

The lasting effect of this connectivity between western North America and the Asian subcontinent is borne out by statements well after the Coronado expedition was over. Pedro de Castañeda stated in the 1560s that he still believed India could have been reached had Coronado’s exploration gone further west from Cíbola instead of making a turn eastward to the Tiguex province and beyond to Quivira. When Antonio de Espejo made one of the next returns to Tierra Nueva in 1582–1583 after a Spanish absence of 40 years, his encounters with Indigenous people were summarized in terms related to Chinese comparisons by the Augustine friar Juan de Mendoza in 1585 (Padrón 2020:196–197).

Ricardo Padrón (2020) reviews the topic of perceived insularity of the North American continent at length in his Indies of the Setting Sun. The biggest obstacle to completing a picture of global geography was that vast expanse called the South Sea. Understanding how large the world was and what it would take to come full circle when sailing in either direction depended on the nature of the vast unexplored ocean. Vasco Nuñez de Balboa became the first European to sight the Mar del Sur from the west coast of Panama in September of 1513. The Portuguese had been sailing from west to east around Africa and across the Indian Ocean to find sea routes to Asia and the spicery since the 1400s and reached the South Sea in 1512–1513 as well. Going in the other direction, from east to west across the Ocean Sea (Atlantic), led Cristóbal Colón to believe he had already reached Asia or the Indies when he had only made it to the Caribbean. Such was the lack of knowledge as to the size of the earth and the importance of the South Sea in the scheme of things. Even after Ferdinand Magellan proved in late 1520 that one could sail around the new continents by going from east to west, the size of what he had named the Pacific was underappreciated. Magellan sailed for months without sighting land, yet explorers in Nueva España believed a crossing could be done over far less distance or even that the Asian and North American continents were either joined or were extensions of each other.




Sipangu

As Padrón details, the relative position of Japan on any map from the Age of Discovery reveals quite a bit about the cosmographer’s geographic understanding but moreover, their political intentions. What we now call Japan went by a variety of names from the 1490s through the 1500s: Sipangu, Zipango, Zipangri. Because Cristóbal Colón was convinced from the outset that he had sailed to Asia when he arrived in the Caribbean basin, he immediately equated the largest of the islands—Hispaniola—with Sipangu. This was because the easternmost extension of Marco Polo’s reporting had indicated the edge of the Asian world was a large island chain off the coast of India or Cathay. It was only logical that sailing west from Europe would bring a ship to the same location, at least under the theory of a small planet without a great ocean in the way.

By 1525 to 1529, with Spain trying to further its imperial claims to the Spice Islands, the cartographer Diogo Ribeiro produced a series of maps that stretched around the world but significantly showed much more accurate eastern coastlines of North and South America. Much of this new information was probably derived from Magellan’s 1519–1522 circumnavigation of the world under Charles V’s sponsorship.

The German mapmaker Sebastian Münster produced his 1532–1540 set, Novae Insulae Nova Tabula (New Map of New Islands), perhaps the earliest depictions of whole North and South American continents (Figure 1.6). The new islands are crude in shape but clearly recognizable, and labeled as “Orbus Novus” (New World). Sebastian Münster’s Novus Orbis map, published as early as 1540, also shows the outline of the continents. The Yucatán appears as an island with very few place-names other than Chamaho and a possible attempt to spell Tenochtitlán as “temistitan.” It does show Asia (labeled India) to the west as a separate land mass from North America, a large body of water, and the huge island of Zipangri (Japan) in what would be the Pacific. The flag of Castile and Léon planted is planted conspicuously in present-day Puerto Rico and that of Portugal is in the eastern Ocean Sea (Atlantic). This was an early, and one of a very few, cartographic representations of the June 1494 Treaty of Tordesillas by Pope Alexander VI.

Other fascinating details include the label of “Francesca” where Canada would be, identifying “Terra Florida,” and Brazil shown as a land of Canibali (while Argentina is the “Regio Gigantum”). These details were also most likely taken from Magellan’s voyage and Ribeiro’s earlier maps. Münster’s later maps include a Tavola delli isole nuova (“map of the new islands,” (1558), essentially refined reissues of his Novus Orbis.

[image: A historical map titled “Novae Insvlae XXVI Nova Tabula” depicts an early cartographic view of the Americas. It shows several labeled regions, including “Novvs Orbis,” “Franciscica,” and parts of “India,” with a large ship sailing in the ocean. The map features distinct coastlines and islands, with rich borders and labels in Latin. At the bottom, “Regio Guiana” is marked, alongside other uncharted territories and sea routes.]
Figure 1.6.  Novae Insulae Nova Tabula (1532–1540). Map by Sebastian Münster. Image from The Alan M. Voorhees Collection at the Library of Virginia.




The map most contemporary to the time of the Coronado expedition is that of Domingo del Castillo’s New Spain, made for viceroy Mendoza about 1541 (see Hartmann 2014:229 for one version). His map already shows the outlet of the “Rio de Buena Guía” (Colorado River), the “Brazo de Miraflores,” and the settlement of “la cuidad de Cibora” (Cíbola). It has very good detail of lower California for good reason, as it was drawn during Hernando de Alarcón’s first voyage up the west coast of México. The few place-names come from Alarcón as well.

About 1544, Battista Agnese, a Venetian mapmaker, issued his portolan world map. It has almost no details of North America but has the one name resembling timitistam (Tenochtitlán), like the Münster map of the same time. Also in 1544, Sebastian Cabot published a detailed map of what he called the New World. Cabot had heard of explorations made by Cortés toward the head of the Gulf of California, maybe from Cortés himself. Cabot restricted Nueva España to its known limits and showed Indians and wild beasts in the interior. By 1548 maps of Americas show details from the Coronado exploration for the first time. Through the last half of the 1500s, places like Quivira, Cíbola, Granata, Axa, and Tiguex appear on most maps of New Spain and environs. Their locations relative to each other and to the vast geographies, however, were in constant flux. For example, Quivira moves along the fortieth parallel from the Pacific coast to the vast eastern interior of North America (septrionalis). Cíbola/Ceuloa, Tiguex, and Totonteac are on any one of several rivers flowing into the Gulf of Mexico (Mar de Vermejo/Bermeio), or the South Sea. Axa/Acuco and Cicuye are sometimes placed west of Cíbola, and other times well to the north.

[image: A historical map shows the coastal regions labeled with names such as “Giapan,” “Mexico,” “Civola Hora,” and “Granata.” Various locations are identified, including “Civola Hora,” “Granata,” and “Tiguas,” along with others like “Tucano,” “Cazoneri,” and “P. de Lca.” The map’s title references the “Mare de Mangi” and “Mare del Svr.” The regions are outlined by mountains and waters, with symbols marking key locations and sea routes.]
Figure 1.7.  Il Disegno del discoperto della nova Franza (Drawing of the Discovery of New France). Map by Paolo Forlani (1565) and Bolognino Zaltieri (1566). Image from the Newberry Library, Franco Novacco Map Collection.




Giacomo Gastaldi, a Venetian cartographer, issued two important maps in 1548. One was a world map showing the eastern coastlines of North and South America with some accuracy. The western details of both continents are understandably vague given the recency of explorations, but of note Asia and North America are joined as one enormous landmass. His Nueva Hispania Tabula Nova (“New Map of New Spain,” also 1548) shows a Rio Tontonteanc, which is almost certainly the Colorado River, flowing into the head of the Mar Vermeio (Gulf of California) near the Tropic of Cancer. A bit further south is one of the few named cities or settlements on the map, Ciuola (Civola), which is of course Cíbola. The rest of what would be the American Southwest is a large blank area. Gastaldi’s map was reissued by Ruscelli in 1564 with few changes (Eidenbach 2012:7). A 1546 map of the world by Gastaldi, titled Vniversale, had other interesting details such as an area labeled “Le Sete Cita” and the alternate spelling of “Cipola,” probably reflecting the first details gained by de Niza’s 1539 exploration (Baynton-Williams and Baynton-Williams 2006:8–9).

By 1566, a much-refined map made by another Venetian, Bolognino Zaltieri, finally shows details gained from the Coronado expedition (Ahern 2003:271). The map, titled The Drawing of the Discovery of New France, has place-names such as Ciuola and Granata, as well as Tiguas and a Tigua River (Figure 1.7). It has Baja California attached to the mainland and shows Asia separated by a narrow Strait of Anian, quite probably the earliest map to label that feature. It shows Ciuloa, Hora, and Granata with some settlements along a southwest-flowing river that empty into the head of the unnamed gulf of California. La Florída is further east. It also shows Quivira, Axa, and Tiguas along a south-flowing Tigua River that drains the Quivira Pro(vince). The Mare de Mangi is above the Mar del Sur.

In 1562, Diego Gutiérrez, official cartographer for the Casa de Contratación in Sevilla, issued a map of Americae sive quartae orbis partis (America or a new fourth part of the world). His collaborator was the Flemish engraver Hieronymus Cock. The new fourth part of the world cuts off curiously, just west of the head of the Mar Vermejo (Gulf of California), but still shows some relevant geographic places (Figure 1.10). In particular, the settlements of Tiguas and Totanteac are seen on an unnamed river, probably the Colorado, flowing into the gulf (Eidenbach 2012:8). Other settlements of Coana, Granada, Marata, and Vacapa are further east. According to Eidenbach (2012:9) these names were obtained from reports of Alarcón, de Niza, and Castañeda. Other unknown places in the vicinity include Chucho and Chicana.

The best-known sixteenth-century map series of the Western Hemisphere is that of Abraham Ortelius, the famous Belgian cartographer and creator of the widely circulated atlas, Theatrum Orbis Terrarum (theater of the world). The Theatrum first appeared as an atlas published in 1570 and underwent a number of revisions over the next 30 years, drawing from as many as 120 authors or sources. The Theatrum was in fact preceded in the 1560s by his Typus Orbis Terrarum, which showed QVIVIRA regnu as a large province and other lesser provinces of Tolm, Marata, and Totonteac (Figure 1.8). North America by then had much more detail, including many place-names in México. Presumably the details came in some years after Spanish explorations in the mid-1500s. New Spain is called Hispania Nova, at the center of which is the capital of México. Some of these regions had no basis in actual geography, but rather were names carried over from a variety of sources: Astatlan, Marata, Totonteac, Tolm, Quivira, and Anian.

[image: A historical map depicts regions of North and Central America with labeled territories, including “Hispania Nova,” “Marata,” “Cyllican,” and “Terlichich.” The map features a decorative cartouche at the top, with the phrase “Veneris Septembris,” and a compass rose indicating direction. The “Mare del Svr” is visible at the bottom, with ships sailing along the coastlines. The northern regions, labeled “Tolm” and “Toto,” are shown alongside the mountainous areas of “Quivira.” The map highlights the early exploration and cartographic representation of these lands.]
Figure 1.8.  Theatrum orbis terrarium (1570–1576). Map by Abraham Ortelius. Image from the Library of Congress, Parallel Histories: Spain, the United States, and the American Frontier.




The North American continent is not connected to Asia (which is not shown at all) but rather is separated by a strait off the ANIAN regnum. Also included are place-names directly obtained from the Coronado expedition such as Quiuira, Cicuye, Axa/Ahacus, Tiguex, Granata, Ceuloa, and Chichilticale. Quiuira is as far west as the map goes, well onto a vague outline of what would become California. Cicuye (Pecos) and Tiguex are coastal settlements on the north end of Baja de la Trinidad (later, Baja California). Granata and Ceula, both synonymous with Zuni/Cíbola, are on a long west-flowing unnamed river (probably the Rio Grande) that empties into the gulf. The vast unsettled and unknown lands of the American west are rather conveniently covered over by a huge map cartouche. These features carry over to the 1587 version of the map (Baynton-Williams and Baynton-Williams 2008:15–16). Ortelius followed with his Americae Sive Novi Orbis Nova, Nova Descripto (the Americas, or the New World, newly described), an updated version of his Theatrum, which was reissued in several editions from the 1580s through the 1610s.

Theodor de Bry, a Protestant engraver and printmaker from Belgium, gained notoriety for his depictions of the Spanish conquest of the Americas. Among his many graphic illustrations, he also published a wide variety of maps. One of the clearest maps of the Western Hemisphere is his 1596 copy of Ortelius’s earlier atlas (Figure 1.9), America Sive Novus Orbis (The Americas or the New World). Rendered with high contrast linework and a legible font, it stands out as an example of cartographic clarity.

Cornelius van Wytfliet published his Granata Nova et California in 1597. It shows few places even if it is a detail of North America. It shows lower California as being connected to the continental mainland with its gulf, the Mar de Vermeio. The Axa and Totonteac Rivers drain into the gulf at a large delta. The largest (unnamed) river flows to the southwest, starting at a large lake in the “northern country,” which has seven unlabeled settlements. The river then flows past Granata and Ceuloa.

[image: A detailed historical map section shows the region labeled “MEXICANA” in the center. Surrounding it are various locations including “C. Blanco,” “Totontepec,” “C. Ravo,” and “C. Blanco.” The map also features the northern territories labeled “AMERICA” and the “Circulus Arctici” to the north. Coastal areas and rivers are mapped with several notable geographical features. The text, written in Latin, further labels specific towns and regions, reflecting the early exploration and cartographic understanding of the Americas.]
Figure 1.9.  America Sive Novus Orbis (The Americas or the New World) (1596). Map by Theodor de Bry.




One can see this effect of lag time in cartographic information, for example, in the errors carried forward for lower (Baja) California. In some versions a clear southwestern extension of North America but in others an island, Baja California remained an enigma for nearly 200 years after it was first sighted by Europeans. Maps of the 1500s showed Baja California as an extension of the North American continent: Giacomo Gastaldi’s Nueva Hispania Tabula Nova (1548); Cornelius van Wytfliet’s Granata Nova et California (1597); and Johannes Matalius Metellus’s Granata Nova et California (1598) are some examples. In 1606, Willem Janszoon Blaeu still shows the kingdom of Quivira on the far west coast of North America, opposite the Strait of Anian (Baynton-Williams and Baynton-Williams 2006:58–59). At the very start of the 1600s, a curious and infamous cartographic error first appeared and persisted for an entire century. This was the depiction of lower (Baja) California as an island off the west coast of North America.

[image: A historical map section labeled “NUOUO MEXICO” and “N. GRANATA e MARATA” shows regions in the southwestern Americas. It includes the “Apache” regions like “Apache de Perillo” and “Apache de Xila,” along with mountain ranges and rivers. The text “Spanmol Anno 1598” indicates the date of the map. Other features include labeled territories such as “Rio de Mont. Szeka” and “Hanap Pop,” along with detailed illustrations of mountains, rivers, and settlements.]
Figure 1.10.  America Settentrionale Colle Nuove Scoperte (1688). Map by Vincenzo Coronelli. Image from the Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division.




Vincenzo Coronelli’s 1688 America Settentrionale Colle Nuove Scoperte (New Discovery of North America), while still showing the island of California, has other details of the pre-Revolt land called Nuouo México (Figure 1.10). In particular, numerous pueblos along the Río del Norte can be seen from Name and San Ildefonso to Cia (Zia), San Juan, and Santa Clara. Quiuira is in the mountains to the north. The Tiguex settlements of Alameda (on the west bank), Puaray, and La Isoletta are shown.

















CHAPTER 2

To La Tierra Nueva







I trust in God that … we are about to find something excellent.


—Francisco Vázquez de Coronado, letter to Viceroy Antonio de Mendoza, March 8, 1539




EXPLORATION AND FIRST SIGHTINGS


By the early part of 1539, Antonio de Mendoza was at last prepared to send out an advance reconnaissance to the north and chose the cleric, Fray Marcos de Niza, to lead it. Mendoza was concerned that any push into la Tierra Nueva, or the northern frontier, should not be dominated by military force or by treasure-seeking greed. Church leaders were making progress in matters of Native rights and turning the Crown away from brutalities occurring in newly encountered lands of the Americas. Under the leadership of Fray Bartolomé de las Casas, revised rules of conduct were finalized and would be published as the New Laws of the Indies in late 1542. Some main points of the New Laws were to ensure good treatment of Native people, to abolish slavery, to restrict land grants, and to place conquered lands more directly under the throne. While not yet enacted, the Laws’ atmosphere of reform around 1540 certainly influenced decisions about how new explorations would be conducted and who should lead them.


The best available geographic intelligence gained from Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca in 1536 was that civilized lands did lie to the north of Nueva España’s west coast. Fray de Niza had the advantage of enlisting Esteban, the Black African (or Moor), who was one of just four survivors from de Vaca’s epic journey, as his main scout. In addition to his knowledge of geography, Esteban had experience with ethnic groups of the northern frontier and had gained a considerable reputation as a healer or shaman.


De Niza’s intended target was a land called Cíbola (see “Ceuloa” in Figure 1.7). He sent the faster-moving Esteban ahead to assess the route as they traveled, with a coded message system to communicate what was found: the size of a cross brought back to de Niza by runners would indicate the size of settlements that lay ahead. As de Niza approached Cíbola, runners came back with a very large cross and seemingly the reports of civilization were confirmed (Hartmann and Flint 2003:31). But before de Niza reached Cíbola (now the villages around Zuni Pueblo in New Mexico), he learned that Esteban had been killed. The circumstances are not entirely clear, but it seems that Esteban may have used religious items inappropriately and greatly offended Zuni elders. Oral traditions still say that “the first white man the Zuni ever saw was a black man” (Ladd 1997; Sando 1992). The shaken de Niza, having never actually reached Cíbola, possibly only viewing it from afar, rushed back to México to favorably report that a larger exploration was warranted. Mendoza had heard the information he needed and moved ahead swiftly with plans for a major expedition (Flint and Flint 2005:59–64).




Organization of the Expedition


Viceroy Mendoza’s first task was to organize his newly sanctioned venture and as word spread of the prospects for possible riches, enlistees and investors lined up to participate. As was the accepted practice of the day, royally contracted explorations were not funded by the Spanish crown (Flint 2003:43–44). Each participant was expected to contribute and their level of investment was carefully accounted. By the time all contributions were amassed, the total value of the enterprise was about 574,000 Spanish pesos (Flint 2003:52), or the equivalent in weight of about 18 tons of silver. This was an immense fortune for the time, worth about $35 million in the current raw value of silver. This value is not adjusted for inflation and in today’s monetary value would be in the hundreds of millions of dollars. Mendoza and Pedro de Alvarado each contributed the equivalent of several million dollars. The average cost for each captain to participate was about $175,000 and even the average soldier fronted about $30,000 in goods or value (Flint 2003:45–50).


Viceroy Mendoza may have considered leading the venture but both age and the need to maintain stable oversight of the new colony were overriding factors. Instead, Mendoza needed somebody he could trust to look after investments and command the expedition. He chose a person of high rank closely linked to the Mendoza family: capitan general Francisco Vázquez de Coronado y Luxán (Hammond and Rey 1940:83–85). Coronado was the second son of Juan Vázquez de Coronado and Isabel de Luxán, born in Salamanca, Spain, about 1512. As a second son under the European rules of primogeniture, Francisco had little prospect of much inheritance. Instead, he went to New Spain as a young man, part of Antonio Mendoza’s entourage when the viceroyalty was set up in 1535. The fathers of both Mendoza and Coronado were well acquainted with each other in old Spain.


When he was selected as the expeditionary leader, Vázquez de Coronado was about 28 years old and had been governor of the province of Nueva Galicia in northwest New Spain for a little more than one year. Nueva Galicia was a vast territory encompassing the states of Zacatecas, Nayarit, Jalisco, Aguascalientes, Guanajuato, and Colima in modern Mexico. He had an administrative background but little military experience, only having rather brutally put down a couple of small uprisings in his province in 1539. He had, more importantly, proved himself capable and loyal to Mendoza. And he had access to wealth and resources by way of his marriage to Beatríz de Estrada. She was the daughter of Nueva España’s royal treasurer, Alonso de Estrada, with whom Mendoza also had strong ties. Beatríz de Estrada was 12 or no more than 13 years old when she was married off to Francisco Vázquez in late 1536 or early 1537 (Flint and Flint 2005:638). She was just 15 when Coronado left as the captain general of the ambitious enterprise. For his contribution, Vázquez de Coronado staked about 71,000 pesos (roughly two million dollars in the current value of silver) against the value of the Estrada family estate in Tlapa (Flint and Flint 2019:144).


By the time Mendoza officially approved him as the expedition’s leader in January 1540, Vázquez de Coronado had been preparing to lead such an undertaking for almost two years. Well before Fray de Niza journeyed north, Coronado had written to the viceroy in March of 1538 to say that with the help of God, “we are about to find something excellent” (Flint and Flint 2005:34). It is evident from the list of those who signed on to the exploration that it was intended to be more of a diplomatic and economic venture than it was a military one (Flint and Flint 2019). Of the nearly 100 people whose pre-expedition occupations are known, most were either government administrators (corrigedores) or holders of encomiendas (lands with entitlement of Native labor and tribute). Others were tradesmen such as farmers, miners, merchants, tailors, or scribes (Flint and Flint 2019:108). Twenty-five were affiliated with the church in some capacity. Considering the emphasis on administration, landholders, and the church, the intent was clearly to establish good diplomatic ties and trade relations with expected Asian polities. Only a handful of men had experience in combat, and most of those had been with Hernán Cortés in his conquest of the Aztecs at Tenochtitlán (Flint and Flint 2019). Vázquez de Coronado’s limited military experience meant he had to rely on his few actual soldiers for tactical advice. Many others would learn combat as the coming events unfolded.







The Muster Roll


They declared … they are motivated with proper zeal to go on this expedition in the service of God and His Majesty.


—from the alarde at Compostela, February 22, 1540


On February 22, 1540, a large group assembled in the town square of Santiago de Compostela, then the capital of Nueva Galicia (Hammond and Rey 1940:87). Compostela, named after the famous pilgrimage city in northern Spain, was in present-day Tepic in the Mexican state of Nayarit. Compostela was first established at Tepic in 1531 by Nuño Beltrán de Guzmán before it was moved to its present-day location, which has caused some confusion for those trying to find the point of origin for the Coronado expedition.


The business of the day was to conduct an official expeditionary muster roll, or alarde, presented before Viceroy Mendoza and Vázquez de Coronado. The record of the alarde is itself a remarkable document, as it lists each participant and the relative value of their contribution. This was concisely recorded so that the value of any future wealth, when found, could be apportioned correctly. The 289 European enlistees filed past Mendoza and declared what they were bringing—their horses, weapons, military gear, and members of various small entourages (Aiton 1939). There were 226 horsemen and another 63 recorded footmen. The rest of the expedition of about 80 European men would join when it reached the major town of San Miguel de Culiacán, 300 miles (480 km) further north.


The alarde proceeded by various organized units, each led by a captain, presenting themselves in turn. There were six companies of horsemen. The first to declare was the expeditionary leader himself:


Captain General Francisco Vázquez de Coronado swore that he is taking on this expedition in the service of His Majesty twenty-two or twenty-three horses and three of four sets of armored horse trappings for riding with long and short stirrups (Flint and Flint 2005:139).


An example of one of the more important captains from the 10-page long record of the muster was


Captain don Tristán de Arellano [is taking] eight horses, a jacket, sleeves and wide breeches of mail, native arms and armor, some plate armor, a sallet, a beaver, an arquebus, two crossbows, a two-handed sword, three [other] swords, and other arms and armor for himself and his criados (Flint and Flint 2005:142).


Arellano brought a considerable contribution with a wide range of materials, both Native and European, and is noteworthy in the mention of his criados, who were greatly entrusted members of an entourage under the service and command of a person of high rank. A more typical entry for a rank-and-file footman might be “Francisco Martin [is taking] a crossbow, sword, [and] native arms and armor” (Flint and Flint 2005:150).


By the time the whole enterprise came together, it was quite possibly the largest land-based expedition ever conducted under the auspices of the Spanish crown among its many early explorations in the Americas (Schmader 2014). It was even supported in part by ships following along the west coast of México under the command of Hernando de Alarcón. In addition to about 370 Europeans, at least 1,300 additional men were Indigenous Méxican soldiers called indios amigos or aliados, of mixed cultural ethnicities from central and west-central México (Flint 2008:58–60). The number of indios amigos may well have exceeded 2,000, as differing accounts do not always agree. Some descriptions suggest as many as 5,000 at various times. It is quite likely that the ranks of indios amigos number swelled and shrank as the expedition made its long way northward. The important point is that fully three-fourths of Coronado’s force consisted of Indigenous Mexican fighters, not European men, much less soldiers with actual fighting experience.


Logistics to support the massive undertaking were considerable. For each person listed in the muster roll, there may have been unnamed servants or Native laborers. There were needed porters, load bearers, supply packers, animal tenders, and household servants. Food would have been the greatest consideration of all. Enormous resources were committed to carrying, finding, and preparing meals to feed several thousand people every day. That work fell almost entirely to women, who were almost completely invisible in the expeditionary documents but without whom the whole venture would have failed. An estimated two tons or more of food had to be made daily, much of it in the form of corn tortillas (Flint and Flint 2019). The women tortilleras and all the other labor support alone may have numbered in the hundreds of people. Altogether, the expedition may have consisted of 5,000 or more individuals at a maximum. They rarely all traveled together but split up and regrouped frequently. It was, regardless, an enormous group of unknown people moving across the Indigenous landscape to a place that had never seen anything like it.


Animals made up a significant component of the expedition’s support. At times, several thousand head of various livestock are described as being driven along as a food supply for the forces. These were mostly cattle, sheep, and hogs, which also provided sources of hides, clothing, and fat. The many animals required keepers and herders as well as specialized care. While the intention of providing ready sources of food to accompany the expedition may have seemed a good one, it likely proved quite impractical from the standpoint of feed and the logistics of herding the slow-moving animals. Rough terrain in the early part of the route may have killed off many of the hogs, although references to livestock later in the expedition still implied that many had survived.


The muster roll ended with a summation of its hopes. After “review, inspection, and examination” by Mendoza, Vázquez de Coronado, and the field general Lope de Samaniego, the captains and caballeros all assembled.


They declared that because they are motivated with proper zeal to go on this expedition in the service of God and His Majesty and to work and strive, in his royal name … and since they were overflowing with eagerness, they requested (of Mendoza) … to swear the formal oath which is required in such a case and for [such a] journey.


Immediately Captain General Francisco Vázquez de Coronado swore by Almighty God, by his Holy Mother, by a cross which was there, and by the words of the Holy Gospel … that he will exercise the office of captain general (to which he has been appointed by his lordship …). As a good caballero hidalgo must do, he will, to the best of his knowledge and judgement, obey and fulfil [the king’s] directives and [those] of the lord viceroy in his royal name (Flint and Flint 2005:150–151).







Cultural Mix


The cultural mix of this entourage was remarkable for its diversity. No less than ten European nationalities and several North African groups were represented. European countries of origin included Spain, Portugal, France, Germany, Italy, England, Scotland, Belgium, Greece, and Crete. The Spanish contingent was by far the largest. Many of these men had come to New Spain to further their standing in society or to advance themselves economically. When colonies were set up across Latin America, they were populated mostly with second-born sons and those lower in the ranks of inheritance due to primogeniture. Many newer arrivals sought to establish themselves with grants of land or Native labor and tribute that was set up in the colonies, a system called encomienda. A person receiving an encomienda had the potential to reap wealth not really achievable in the Old World. One result was that the upper class in Spain provided a steady source of immigrants, many of whom were called by the title of hidalgo, or person of the lower nobility.







Age


Like other comparable enterprises of the earlier 1500s, the age make-up of the European participants was decidedly on the younger side. Analysis of the known or reliable ages of 117 members shows that three-fourths were under the age of 30 and 15% were teenagers. This was not uncommon in comparison to other explorations such as the Pizarro conquest of Peru or Hernando de Soto’s expedition to the American Southeast (Flint and Flint 2019:107). It is worth noting that in general, lives were hard-lived and not especially long on the frontier, whether European or Native, woman or man. Many of the most notable individuals in sixteenth-century Spanish history of the Americas did not live until the age of 50, Vázquez de Coronado included.







Organization and Companies


The European portion of the armed force was organized into six main companies under the leadership or affiliation of a capitan. The original size of each company as presented in the muster roll surely grew as the expedition proceeded and reorganized. The captains often enlisted soldiers known to them and so each loosely assembled fighting unit had ties based on relationships, not military qualifications. Each of the various contingents had additional support such as porters, animal tenders, cooks, and other laborers. Coronado’s was the largest company with 38 listed members, and the other captains—Maldonado, Caballería, López, López de Cárdenas, Guevara, Luna, and Melgosa—started out with just eight to eleven formally enlisted men (Flint and Flint 2019:190). Hernando de Alvarado was captain of the infantry and Pedro de Tovar commanded the flag detail. Other captains were later promoted in the line of duty. The assignment of maestre de campo—the field general and second-in-command—went to Lope de Samaniego. At least a dozen men were veterans who had gone on Beltrán de Guzmán’s 1530 entrada, including five captains (Melchor Díaz, Diego de Alcaraz, Juan de Zaldívar, Pedro de Tovar, and Diego López) as well as Lope de Samaniego (Flint 2002:528).







Indios amigos


The organization of the indios amigos is much less known but likely was centered around ethnic ties. Places of origin for the indios amigos are not easily proven (see Flint and Flint 2019). There may have been as many as 20 different ethnicities or places involved. These groups included Mexica, Tarascans, Tlaxcalans, Tlaltecans, Otomí, Caxcanes, and Zapotecas, Indios came from localities such as the Michoacán province, Pátzcuaro, Coyoacán, Guadalajara, Culiacán, and Zacayuca. Recruitment of groups of people, not individuals, was done at a local state level with the involvement of Native authorities (Flint and Flint 2019:129–130).


There were various motives for the indios to participate as allies on a Spanish venture. Many were from societies that had warfare deeply ingrained in their histories. A warrior could gain prestige by exploits and victories in battle and be entitled to keep any captives as slaves. Some were motivated to reduce their debt obligations of tribute that were required to be paid to Spanish overlords. In effect, they could work off that debt through service. Lastly, there was the freedom from being kept under control, and the prospects of going into unexplored lands (Flint 2008:10–12). Tensions ran high in many parts of New Spain as Indigenous resistance was commonplace. Leaving by way of joining an exploration may have been preferable to staying, in some cases.







Language


It is not hard to appreciate that simple communication and language barriers alone would have been significant. Most likely the two common languages used were Castellano Spanish for the Europeans and Nahuatl for the indios amigos. Nahuatl was a widely spoken second language across much of central America. Limited vocabulary from other languages would have been useful but the need to acquire local guides and interpreters all along the expedition route was vital. The Native guides who may have helped with communication also proved to be important sources of geography and local politics, and played key roles in the eventual outcome of the whole enterprise. One of the European contingent, Rodrigo Simón, a veteran from Guzmán’s 1530 entrada who acted as Spanish interpreter of Nahua (Regalado Pinedo 2021:6), quite probably served in the same capacity for Coronado.










ROUTE OF THE EXPEDITION: TO CÍBOLA


I was continually approaching the sea, but in fact I always found myself farther away.


—Letter from Francisco Vázquez de Coronado to Antonio de Mendoza, August 3, 1540


Vázquez de Coronado’s assumed destination was Cíbola, or the area around present-day Zuni Pueblo in western New Mexico (Figure 2.1). There, according to the advance reconnaissance by Fray Marcos de Niza in spring of 1539, Coronado would find large settlements and likely, riches. This was the assumed next “great civilization” and potential gateway to Asia. Some reports indicated that wealthy settlements might be found before reaching Cíbola, in present-day northern Mexico (Flint and Flint 2005:31).


Geographic understanding of Mexico’s west coast was only beginning to take shape in the 1530s. Hernán Cortés had directed several pre-emptive sailing voyages along the coast in hopes of reaching Asia before Mendoza. The Sea of Cortés is named in part for that legacy. Fray de Niza kept track of the coast as he marched north toward Cíbola and became concerned that the sea trended further from land in a northwesterly direction. This contradicted other witnesses who said that Cíbola was near the coast, or might be a port. Even so, Mendoza was determined to supply his expedition by sea as well as land. He commissioned captain Hernando de Alarcón to bring clothing, hardware, artillery, crossbows, armor, other arms, and supplies such as hard tack and olive oil (Flint and Flint 2005:185). These were to be taken to Coronado in hopes of lessening burdens on Native populations and to keep the whole expedition running smoothly, as well as gaining up-to-date news on progress being made. Alarcón probably had ulterior motives in case he found the prized wealthy lands before Coronado could reach them.


Alarcón took his three navios (ships)—the flagship San Pedro, the Santa Catarina, and the San Gabriel—and departed in early May of 1540. By late August he had navigated treacherous shoals and reached the outfall of a very swift river with dangerous currents, which he called the Río de Buena Guía. It was the Colorado River as we know it today. His constant contacts with Native people all along the river indicated that nobody had seen Vázquez de Coronado and if they even knew of Cíbola, it was far away. Alarcón continued upriver the best he could considering navigation challenges and the many groups he encountered. His narrative is as much ethnography as it is a description of land and his exploratory duties. He likely made it as far as present-day Yuma, some 100 miles upriver, before turning back and determining for certain that Coronado could not be reached without a major trek inland to the east. He sailed back to home port by September 1540, but Mendoza was not yet done with his captain. The viceroy contracted Alarcón to conduct a second voyage in May 1541 to get the most current information on the progress of Coronado and to ensure the well-being of his charges. That second sea journey never took place, as Alarcón was instead sent to fight a Native uprising in Nueva Galicia (Flint and Flint 2005:223–224).


[image: A map illustrates the approximate route of the Vázquez de Coronado expedition, marked by key locations such as “Quivira,” “Cibola,” and “Tiguex.” The route spans across regions labeled “New Mexico,” “Texas,” “Arizona,” and “Mexico.” “Culiacán” and “Compostela” are noted at the southern end of the route, with the Pacific coastline on the left. The map includes a scale for distance in both kilometers and miles, indicating the vast area covered during the expedition.]

Figure 2.1.  Approximate route of the Vázquez de Coronado expedition, 1540–1542. The entire journey covered about 4,600 miles (7,700 kilometers). The dotted line is the sea route taken by Hernando de Alarcón.






The initial part of Coronado’s journey northward stopped two months after leaving Compostela at San Miguel de Culiacán, an outpost settlement founded by Beltrán de Guzmán in 1531. There, the remainder of the forces joined up and the full-fledged contingent continued on. The next part of the route proved to be very strenuous and Coronado reported to Mendoza that many of the animals sent with him had had to be left behind or had already died. Even worse, Lope de Samaniego, the maestre de campo, was killed by Natives to avenge his role in earlier brutalities committed alongside Guzmán. García López de Cárdenas replaced Samaniego as the field commander, which would have other long-lasting and dire consequences. The route’s departure from the coast on the northern course to Cíbola began to worry Coronado: “According to my estimation, I was continually approaching the sea, but in fact I always found myself farther away” (Flint and Flint 2005:255).




Arrival at Cíbola


With the help of God, I will attack you mightily. I will make war [against] you everywhere.


—The Requerimiento, 1513


Upon arrival at Cíbola, it was clear there were no large cities or abundant wealth and the disappointment in de Niza’s account was palpable (Hammond and Rey 1940). Coronado’s men were said to have cursed the cleric out loud in words that could not be repeated. But with the forces having marched across the Sonoran Desert in early summer, they were hot, tired, and hungry. The Zunis thought the army had come to avenge the killing of Esteban and were determined to defend their village. The ensuing standoff came to a head with the reading of a scripted text called the requerimiento (“request” or “demand”).


In 1513, near the end of King Ferdinand’s reign, the requerimiento was formalized to provide both divine justification and guidance for claiming and subjugating lands and peoples found in the Western Hemisphere. The text was in large part an arcane delivery of recitations coupled with threats, presented in a somewhat theatrical manner. It said, in part, that the Spanish monarchy was charged with carrying out the wishes of the pope and the Church as “subduers of the barbarous nations.” Native people were implored to submit as others had done before them and were told that by so doing they would be lovingly accepted into the folds of the Church. If they did not, however, they were warned that


with the help of God, I will attack you mightily. I will make war [against] you everywhere and in every way I can. And I will subject you to the yoke and obedience of the Church and His Majesty. I will take your wives and children, and I will make them slaves. As such I will sell and dispose of them as His Majesty will order. I will take your property. I will do all the harm and damage to you that I can, [treating you] as vassals who do not obey and refuse to accept their lord, and resist and oppose him. I declare that the deaths and injuries that occur as a result of this would be your fault and not His Majesty’s, nor ours, nor that of these caballeros who have come with me (Flint and Flint 2005:2).


Reading the requerimiento was a stipulation of any royal contract (cédula) to conduct official royal business, despite its heavy-handed wording that conflicted with the New Laws of the Indies. The reading was evidently a theatric affair, delivered by a friar in archaic Spanish to a crowd of Native onlookers who could not possibly have understood what was being said, nor the abstract concepts being conveyed. It was specified that the requerimiento be read three times to ensure that it was comprehended and to give time for Native people to begin their submission.


At the Zuni pueblo of Hawikku, the answer came in a shower of arrows, wounding a horse and “pinning together the skirts of the habit of Father fray Luis” (Flint and Flint 2005:2). As Edmund Ladd (1997) notes, the timing of this arrival by strangers behaving irreverently could not have been timed more badly. They had arrived in the midst of sacred early summer ceremonies and their presence could have terrible consequences. The Zuni warned the Europeans not to enter by drawing lines of corn on the ground, but these entreaties were ignored. Tensions arose, and with both sides hopelessly at odds, the first battle between Europeans and Native Americans in the history of the American West occurred on July 7, 1540 (Damp 2005). Coronado personally led the initial attack and, although injured in the assault, his forces prevailed. Hawikku was taken over and food supplies were raided to feed the hungry while the weary expedition convalesced. The Zunis withdrew to a defensive location on a nearby mesatop. Over four months into the expedition, with huge investments riding on the outcome and already failing to find any expected new civilizations, Coronado had to choose between exploring further or returning to México.
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