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Welcome to the EVERYTHING® Series!

These handy, accessible books g ive you all you need to tack le a difficult proje ct, gain a new hobby, comprehend a fa scinating topic, prepare for an exam, or even brush up on something you le a rned back in school but have since forgotten.
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Timeless Truth
Tidbit of information

You can read this EVERYTHING® book from cover to cover or just pick out the information you want from the four useful boxes: Timeless Truth, Look in the Book, Fantastic Find, a nd Bible Lesson. We give you literally everything you need to k now on the subject, but throw in a lot of fun stuff a long the way, too.
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Fantastic Find
Import ant di scovery

We now have well over 300 EVERYTHING® books in print, spanning such wide- ranging topics as weddings, preg nancy, w ine, lea rning guitar, one - pot cooking, managing people, a nd so much more. When you’re done reading them all, you can fina lly say you know EVERYTHING®!
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Bible Lesson
Biblical teaching
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Look in the Book
Pa ssage from the Bible or another work





THE
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HISTORY
OF THE
BIBLE BOOK

Dear Reader:

Thank you for joining me in this exploration of the origin of the Bible and its modern-day discoveries. You won’t need a doctoral degree to appreciate and learn from this book—only a willingness to investigate the historical, scientific, archaeological, and cultural evidence within these pages.

I get excited learning about the ancient world, whether it’s about the Egyptians, the Greeks, or the Romans. The cultures of those times were incredibly advanced in their engineering, their architecture, and their understanding of science. Because of my interest, I have studied seventeen languages, searched for lost treasure, and been given this opportunity to share what I’ve learned with you. The information in this book is derived from many sources, including professors, books, and Internet Web sites. The credit for this information solely belongs to my sources. Almost every biblical passage is taken from the New International Version (NIV). In those few instances where the King James Version provides a better translation of the Hebrew, a notation is provided after the Scripture reference.

Whether or not you are a Christian, I hope this book gives you a deeper knowledge of the history of the Bible. This book is written for anyone interested in the topic. My allegiance is to whatever I am studying, researching, speaking about, or writing about.

Together, we are embarking on a scholarly investigation. Let’s put on our Sherlock Holmes deerstalker caps and begin sleuthing.
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Top Ten Archaeological Discoveries
Pertaining to the Bible

  1. The Dead Sea Scrolls

  2. The John Rylands Papyrus

  3. The House of David Inscription

  4. The Pilate Inscription

  5. The Jesus/Galilee Boat

  6. The Ossuary of Caiaphas

  7. The Baruch Bulla

  8. The Ekron Inscription

  9. Peter’s Home

10. The Ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah


Introduction

[image: ] The history of the Bible is invaluable in explaining the present. Many questions that puzzle over 1,000 Protestant, Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Russian Orthodox groups can be answered by studying the history of this one book. Differing beliefs and practices become more understandable when examined in the light of past events.

For Christians, the value is even greater. By studying the history of the Bible, they discover their spiritual legacy. An intellectual foundation for a Christian’s faith and belief comes from knowing the origins of the Bible and discovering the archaeological, historic, and scientific discoveries that suggest the true events of that era. Understanding varying viewpoints, and knowing why one holds particular beliefs, leads to personal enrichment.

The apostle Paul, a renowned scholar, believed that knowledge of the past gave hope to the Christian life (Romans 15:4). The depth of this hope motivated preachers such as John Wesley, who preached over 10,000 sermons during his lifetime while traveling thousands of miles on horseback. The inspirational Billy Graham devoted his life to preaching the gospel to an estimated 200 million people during his lifetime. Studying the history of the Bible both inspires and challenges the curious student.

Exciting archaeological discoveries provide evidence that substantiates some of the biblical writers’ many claims. Excavations of ancient cities, the discovery of ancient manuscripts such as the celebrated Dead Sea Scrolls, and mysterious artifacts such as the Shroud of Turin—there’s so much more to the study of the Bible than a lot of “thou shalt not’s.”

As you read this book, your first task will be to use sound principles of exegesis, or proper interpretation, to discover the identity of the wise men from the East who followed the star to Bethlehem. You will also investigate the Bible’s own claim of divine inspiration, which includes reviewing why certain writings were included in the biblical canon and others were not. You’ll have fun exploring the archaeological discoveries that many believe support the history of the Bible. For example, did you know that the greatest buried treasure map was found in a cave near Qumran? Countless questions will come to your mind. What can we learn from the remains of a man (and we don’t mean Jesus) who was crucified in the first century? Have we really found the bone boxes of Caiaphas, the first-century high priest, and James, the half-brother of Jesus?

Toward the end of the book, you will also spend some time learning about the founders of modern scientific disciplines and how their studies relate to the Bible. Finally, you will examine the propositions put forth in Dan Brown’s bestseller The Da Vinci Code through the lens of history, and you’ll take a close look at other modern works of literature and film that bring the Bible into our present-day experiences.

There’s only one way to find out the answers to your questions. Turn the page and begin your journey through the history of the Bible.



chapter 1
Getting Started

Adventure. Intrigue. Poetry. Whatever you enjoy reading, the Bible has something for you. Interested in a love story? Check out Ruth or Esther. Do wars and adventures grab your attention? Start at Judges and keep on going. You can read any of these books for pleasure, but understanding the history and culture behind them brings these historical accounts to life. In this chapter, you’ll learn the basic principles of interpretation and come to understand the Bible’s relevance in the twenty-first century.

In the Beginning

Early cultures respected their pasts by valuing oral tradition. These preliterate cultures told stories of their ancestors’ heroic exploits and passed these from one generation to the next. Their primitive cave drawings tell of dangerous hunting expeditions and provide a small glimpse into their daily activities. Today, people are still curious about the past. They want to know where their ancestors lived and who they were. Their imaginations take them to earlier times and places as they wonder what it was like to live in the days of the Egyptian Pharaohs. Could Noah actually have built an ark to hold all those animals? Did the walls of Jericho really come tumbling down? What is the earliest mention of Israel outside of the Bible?

These questions and many others can be answered by exploring the remains of abandoned cities, examining the artifacts of past cultures, and deciphering the manuscripts of long-dead scribes. To put together the various pieces of the biblical puzzle, this book will travel to the ancient Middle East at the dawn of civilization. From there, it will move forward through the centuries, pausing to examine pertinent events along the way.
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Timeless Truth

Mesopotamia was the site of one of the earliest known civilizations. This fertile region, which lies between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, includes a territory nearly 660 miles in length and 250 miles in width. The Sumerian civilization, with its capital city of Sumer, is believed to be the first civilization that originated here.



Archaeology—the very word conjures up images of Indiana Jones searching for the Ark of the Covenant. However, few archaeologists share in such hair-raising adventures. Instead they sweat for hours in the hot sun as they painstakingly excavate their digs for the tiniest clue to a long-ago society. But that tedium has been rewarded with some spectacular finds, such as the discovery of Pharaoh Tut’s tomb with all its treasures.

Using scientific methods, professionals can date an artifact and either verify or refute its authenticity. Historians and researchers examine these artifacts so that they can understand the culture of a specific society. The search for ancient civilizations and lost cities is a search for meaning. What did these people eat? How did they make their clothing? How did they govern themselves? What did they value? Similarly, your journey through this book is a search for the meaning of the Bible’s divine inspiration, coded themes, and historical discoveries.
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Fantastic Find

The Merneptah Stele is a six-foot stone monument inscribed with a poetic eulogy of the Pharaoh Merneptah. One line of the eulogy states, “Israel is laid waste, its seed is not.” It was discovered in the mortuary temple of Pharaoh Merneptah who reigned in Thebes from 1212 to 1202 B.C. This is the only Egyptian record that archaeologists have found that mentions Israel, and, except for the Bible, the earliest mention of Israel in any ancient record. The stele, now kept in the Cairo Museum, was found by Flinders Petrie in 1896.



The Clarity of Scripture

With so many versions of the Bible, how is it possible to know which one is right? With scholars disagreeing on what the Bible says, is it possible for the ordinary layperson to figure it out? These are legitimate concerns. After all, many passages in the Bible are difficult to understand and trace back to real occurrences.

Luckily, one of the primary messages the Bible puts forth—that of redemption and salvation—is fairly clear. This message begins in Genesis and is emphasized throughout both the Old and New Testaments. Christians believe that God has revealed himself to mankind and given them the intellect to understand his revelation. The prophet Isaiah says that God’s “word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).

Above all, the Bible is primarily a historical document and should be treated no differently than any other historical work. But the Biblical texts also fall under other literary genres, each with its own specific rules of interpretation that apply to all the texts of that genre. The Bible is not exempt from these rules. It doesn’t get any special treatment.
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Bible Lesson

Someone once said that the Bible is like a mysterious pool—shallow enough for a child to wade in, yet deep enough for an elephant to swim in. In other words, the surface meaning of passages may be easily understood, but deeper insights are gained by additional research and careful study.



The Author’s Meaning

An author’s intended meaning is determined by following established hermeneutical principles. Objective scholars interpret or explain as clearly as possible what the writer meant in his text. Scientific interpretation does not allow you to come up with your own individual opinions. For example, when you write a book, you want your readers to understand your meaning. A reader shouldn’t insist that your meaning is something you never intended, nor should a reader change someone else’s meaning. The same courtesy extends to the biblical writers. The goal is to discover their intended meanings, not to make up your own. Of course, in a work that has undergone numerous translations and been recreated in various versions, it’s sometimes difficult to determine exactly what was intended by each of the biblical writers.
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Timeless Truth

Hermeneutics is the science of interpreting a written text. Rules of interpretation must be followed for each literary genre. The meaning of words is decided by the custom and the usage that existed in the author’s time. For instance, you need to know the meanings of words as they were used at the time it was written, not in the year 2006, to properly understand the book of Revelation.



Everyone has the right to interpret the Bible as he searches for its meaning, but misinterpretation should be avoided. If you read into a text what you want it to say, you are guilty of eisegesis, a Greek word that means “to put into.” Instead, you want to practice exegesis.

Exegesis

The Greek word exegesis literally means “to lead out of” and suggests a narration or explanation. In John 1:18, for example, it says that Jesus, “the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known,” or exegeted (explained) God to mankind. The verse means that Jesus himself is the explanation or meaning of the Father. Likewise, after Jesus’ resurrection, Luke wrote in his Gospel that the two men on the road to Emmaus exegeted, or explained the meaning of, seeing Jesus alive to the other disciples (Luke 24:35). More examples of this word being used in Scripture include the following:


	Luke 24:27 declares that Jesus began with Moses and all the prophets to exegete all the things concerning his own person and mission.

	Cornelius, the first gentile convert to Christianity, exegeted to others the vision he had (Acts 10:8).

	Paul and Barnabas exegeted the “miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them” (Acts 15:12).

	Peter exegeted how God first visited the gentiles (Acts 15:14).

	Paul exegeted what God had achieved through his ministry to the gentiles (Acts 21:19).



In each of these instances, the word exegete means “to explain.” When you exegete a biblical passage, or any other historical document, you are explaining the intended meaning through responsible interpretation.
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Look in the Book

Cornelius, a Roman military officer called a centurion, converted to Christianity in A.D. 40, about ten years after the church was established (Acts 10:1–48). Many believe that a centurion commanded 100 men; however, a centurion actually commanded a battalion made up of ten groups of eight soldiers—i.e., eighty men. These eight soldiers lived and ate together on their military campaigns.



Exegesis also means “translation.” The Gospel of Matthew gives its readers the translation of the Hebrew word Immanuel as meaning “‘God with us’“ (Matthew 1:23). The Gospel of Mark says that the Aramaic phrase talitha koum translates to “‘Little girl, I say to you, get up’“ (Mark 5:41). These verses demonstrate that proper translation, or exegesis, provides the meaning of the text in its original context. This strongly supports the claim that interpretation is the search for the author’s intended meaning, not the search for a subjective twenty-first century opinion.

Background Studies

To properly investigate the Bible, or any other piece of literature, it is essential to understand its authors and their cultural and historical backgrounds. Since the Bible was written over a period of 1,546 years by approximately forty different authors, this is a tremendous task. Studying the Bible means studying higher criticism—i.e., a book’s author, culture, date, literary genre, politics, social conditions, and language. It also involves lower criticism, the study of the text and canon. Yes, this is a difficult undertaking, but not an impossible one. As a scholar of hermeneutics, you are prepared to meet this challenge with curiosity and excitement.
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Bible Lesson

Job was the first biblical book to be written. It is asserted that Moses wrote it in 1450 B.C. The last book to be written was Revelation, supposedly written in A.D. 96. Many believe the apostle John wrote this book while he was exiled on the island of Patmos by the Roman emperor Domitian. At this time, John was the sole surviving apostle. An alternative viewpoint from a minority group of scholars is that the dates for the Biblical books cannot be determined.



To illustrate how to use the historical background of an event, take a look at the Bible’s account of Moses. First Kings 6:1 states that King Solomon began building the Temple 480 years after the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt. Solomon began building the Temple in 967 B.C. That dates the Exodus at 1447 B.C. Exodus 7:7 states that Moses was eighty years old when he went to Pharaoh and demanded that the Israelites be set free from their bondage. Subtracting eighty from 1447 B.C. means that Moses was born in 1527 B.C.

Moses’ Birth and Delivery

In the year of Moses’ birth, Pharaoh Thutmose I (1540–1504 B.C.) ruled Egypt. Exodus 1:22–2:10 says that Thutmose I decreed that every son born of the Hebrews was to be thrown in the river. Moses’ mother hid her son in a basket (ark/box) and he floated down the reeds along the bank of the Nile River. Pharaoh’s daughter was walking along the riverside and found the box with the baby inside. Pharaoh’s daughter’s name was Hatshepsut and she was married to Thutmose II. She named the baby Moses and raised him in the very household palace of her father, the ruler who decreed the death of all Hebrew boy babies. Rather ironic, isn’t it?

Hatshepsut: Daughter of Pharaoh

Why would Hatshepsut’s father, the Pharaoh, agree to raise a baby from the river as a prince of Egypt, especially one, like Moses, who was to have been murdered? Look at history. The Egyptians believed the Nile River was a god called Nilus. Hopi was the fertility god of the Nile River. When Hatshepsut found Moses, she was at the river performing rituals and praying for a son. When the Nile (Nilus) floated a little ark to her, she believed that the child was from Hopi and guided by Nilus. Her father, the Pharaoh, also believed that Nilus and Hopi had answered his daughter’s prayer. This is the only explanation for Moses being accepted and raised in the Pharaoh’s household.

After Hatshepsut’s father died, her husband Thutmose II became Pharaoh. However, she was the real power of Egypt and became one of its greatest rulers. She co-reigned with her husband from 1504–1490 B.C. In 1487 B.C., Moses killed an Egyptian taskmaster for beating an Israelite slave and fled Egypt. He was forty years old (Acts 7:23–30).

Thutmose III: The Napoleon of Ancient Egypt

When Thutmose II died, his son from another woman, Thutmose III, became Pharaoh. He co-reigned with Hatshepsut until 1482 B.C. when she suddenly disappears from the historical record. It’s possible she was murdered by the envious Thutmose III. Thutmose III was the greatest warrior and conqueror in Egyptian history. Forty years after Moses left Egypt in 1487 B.C., he returned to deliver his people Israel from Pharaoh Thutmose III.

Exodus 14:23–28 says that Moses parted the Red Sea and when the waters closed again, Thutmose III and his charioteers drowned. But critics state that Thutmose III couldn’t have been the Pharaoh of the Exodus because his tomb has been excavated. However, in Exodus 14:30, it very clearly says, “That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore.” Pharaoh Thutmose III was found dead on the seashore and was buried. A man named Victor Loret discovered his mummy in February 1898.

Literary Context

To read a document within its literary context is to understand that specific words have specific meanings in the context of a specific sentence. The sentence is understood in the context of the sentences preceding it and coming after it—in its surroundings. This is similar to the way the simple phrase “How are you?” means one thing when you’re greeting a friend at the grocery store and quite another when you’re visiting that friend in the hospital.

The reader must ask, “What is the author saying?” and “Why is he saying it right here?” She also must have knowledge of the text’s literary genre. By answering these questions, she gains an understanding of the author’s intended meaning and practices responsible exegesis.

Finding Relevance

Once a reader understands the meaning of a text in its original context, she can then relate this knowledge to her own experience. For example, suppose a reader of the Bible exegetes the well-known passage of Psalm 23:1: “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.” She wonders how God is like a shepherd. Understanding that the role of a shepherd is to be sure his sheep are protected from danger, she concludes that the message of this passage is that God similarly protects his people from danger. The shepherd ensures that his sheep have enough to eat and drink; they are not in want. Similarly, God provides for his people.
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Bible Lesson

Determining the biblical authors’ intended meaning has never been easier. You have so many resources at your disposal, including Bible dictionaries, encyclopedias, and atlases full of maps. Bible commentaries provide information on the meanings of verses. With a concordance, a reader can look up a word and find every verse it appears in.



What is the relevance of this analogy for the reader? In truth, that is up to her. Chances are she is not literally in danger from wolves or other wild animals. She has a pantry full of food and bottled water in her fridge. But it’s possible that this passage has a deeper meaning for her than care for her physical well-being. She may believe that as the shepherd cares for the physical needs of his sheep, God cares for the spiritual well-being of his people. This leap from a physical explanation to a spiritual explanation is supported further in the psalm. For instance, verse 3 refers to “paths of righteousness” and verse 4 says, “I will fear no evil, for you are with me.” Perhaps this reader finds comfort in the promise of God’s protection, giving the passage relevance for her as she faces various trials in life.

Though this is a simplistic example, the point is crucial: The reader can’t apply the passage to her life without understanding its original meaning. She can learn the meaning by using various resources, and then she must assess its relevance to her life.

The Author’s Outline

In order to understand a biblical book, you must discern the author’s outline or structure. Many individuals do not even bother searching for the outline, or they invent one. But how an author structures his work is critical to understanding both the big picture and its individual components. The following example illustrates this point.

The power behind the early Christian church and its outreach was God the Holy Spirit. In the book of Acts, you can find the record of how the gospel moved from its beginning in Jerusalem to the ends of the known world—the great city of Rome. The advancement of the gospel is organized by Luke (the author of Acts) into six movements, which are earmarked by the repetitious phrase, “And the Word of God spread.” This outline of the book of Acts follows.

Movement 1: Acts 1:1–6:7

Christianity began in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, A.D. 30. This movement focuses on the Jews and the preaching in Jerusalem. The pause, found in Acts 6:7, allows the reader to “catch his breath” before the next movement begins. The verse says, “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.”

Movement 2: Acts 6:8–9:31

This second movement of God the Holy Spirit centers on the gospel being preached outside of Jerusalem, namely in Judea, Samaria, and Galilee (i.e., Israel). The preaching of Stephen and Philip are highlighted in this movement. Acts 9:31, the pause in the action, says, “Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord.”

Movement 3: Acts 9:32–12:24

The third movement of God the Holy Spirit advances the gospel into the gentile world with the conversion of Cornelius (Acts 10). The gospel has now moved out of the confines of Israel into Antioch of Syria. The Church in Antioch became the home base of Paul’s missionary work. Acts 13:2 says that God the Holy Spirit set apart Barnabas and Paul to go to the gentiles. It was their practice to go to the Jews first, then to gentiles. Acts 12:24, the pause, says, “But the word of God continued to increase and spread.”

Movement 4: Acts 12:25–16:5

The fourth movement takes the gospel into southern and central Asia Minor. Some of the Jewish brethren were demanding that the gentiles become Jews in practice before accepting them as Christians. God the Holy Spirit and the apostles said that gentiles didn’t have to become Jews in practice (Acts 15:28). Acts 16:5 is the Holy Spirit’s pause. The verse says, “So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.”

Movement 5: Acts 16:6–19:20

The fifth movement of the Holy Spirit advances the gospel into Europe with Lydia as its first convert (Acts 16:15). God the Holy Spirit did not permit Paul, Silas, and Timothy to go into Asia or Bithynia (Acts 16:6–7). He wanted them to go to Macedonia instead (Acts 16:10). The pause in the narrative is Acts 19:20, “In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.”

Movement 6: Acts 19:21–28:31

This is the sixth and final movement as recorded by Luke in the book of Acts. It was the will of God the Holy Spirit to advance the gospel to Rome (Acts 19:21), which was also Paul’s desire. Little did he expect to go as a prisoner, but that is what happened (Acts 28:16). Once in Rome, Paul wrote some of his letters while “under house arrest” (Acts 28:30). During his two-year imprisonment (A.D. 61–63), the gospel made its way into the household of Caesar, winning converts (Philippians 4:22). Now that the gospel had reached Rome, the overall purpose of Luke’s narrative came to a close. The gospel message was heard in Jerusalem to the ends of the earth—i.e., Rome.

Transitional Outline

With the writing of the book of Colossians during Paul’s Roman imprisonment, the gospel had been preached to every creature in the known world (Colossians 1:23). The book of Acts ends: “For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 28:30–31).

Four Transitions

During the six movements of God the Holy Spirit, four groups of people made the transition from the old covenant of death into the new covenant of life (2 Corinthians 3:6; Hebrews 8:7–13). The early church went to the nations in stages or transitions because of prejudice and racial bigotry.

  1. In the first transition, 3,000 Jews became Christians on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41).

  2. The second transition involved the Samaritans, who were considered to be half-breeds by the Jews. Primarily through the gospel preaching of Philip, the despised half-breeds made the transition into new life (Acts 8:12).

  3. The third transition was with the gentiles and a Roman centurion named Cornelius (Acts 10). From the first transition to the third, ten years passed (A.D. 30–40). When the apostles didn’t take the Great Commission to the gentiles in that time, God the Holy Spirit directly intervened. God wanted the gentiles in his family and no racial bigotry was going to stop God.

  4. The fourth and final transition has to do with some disciples of John the Baptist (Acts 19:1–7) who did not know that the Holy Spirit had been given to believers. Paul baptized them into Christ and they received forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Paul then laid hands on them to impart outward manifestations of the Spirit for the purpose of communicating God’s word to their community.



chapter 2
Biblical Inspiration

Imagine that the Bible is on trial and you are a member of the jury charged with deciding whether or not it is God’s word. Like any defendant, the Bible must be allowed to testify on its own behalf. You must examine its claims, together with other internal and external evidence, before rendering your verdict. Inspiration is a big piece of this puzzle. This chapter defines inspiration and its various aspects.

What Is Inspiration?

Ten people can witness the same bank robbery and give police investigators ten different accounts of what happened. Why, then, should you believe that common shepherds, fishermen, and tax collectors—the biblical authors—can get all the details right?

The Greek word theopneustia, which means “God-breathed out,” appears in 2 Timothy 3:16. This is a great starting point for understanding the concept of biblical inspiration as God breathing his message into his messenger. Some Christians believe that whether God’s prophet is speaking or writing, he is guided by God the Holy Spirit, making his message infallible. This supernatural process is called inspiration.
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Look in the Book

There are those who do not believe that the Bible is inspired by God. They believe there are historical and scientific errors within the text that disprove this assertion. Whatever your beliefs, the Bible itself does hold that the words therein are inspired, or “breathed,” by God.



The word inspiration may cause you to think of a great work of art or a moving symphony. Of course, this kind of emotional and intellectual inspiration happens to most people. However, Biblical inspiration is the supernatural guidance of God’s prophets and apostles to ensure that no errors or omissions occurred in the Biblical writings.

Revelation and Inspiration

It is supposed that Moses, the author of Genesis, knew the origins of the universe and of mankind because God revealed to him the mysteries of creation. He could not have known about Adam and Eve and the Garden of Eden in such detail through any other means. Similar examples of this kind of revelation from God to his messengers, though perhaps not always as dramatic, occur throughout most of the Bible. Some writings, however, were based on other existing documents, personal investigations, or the writer’s individual experience.

The warrior Joshua, for example, referred to the unknown book of Jasher when he spoke of the sun not giving forth its light (Joshua 10:13). Before writing his Gospel account, the physician Luke “carefully investigated everything from the beginning” (Luke 1:3). Because he traveled with Paul on one of the missionary trips, Luke had firsthand knowledge of some of the events he recorded in the book of Acts (Acts 20:6–7, 13–15). Paul often included greetings and messages for specific individuals in his letters (Romans 16:1–23). When Paul addressed the Athenians on Mars Hill, he quoted a Greek poet (Acts 17:28). Of course, Joshua, Luke, and Paul were willing messengers, eager to record their remarkable experiences.
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Timeless Truth

An autograph, called an autographa, is the original book or scroll. The author or a secretary would put ink to papyrus or parchment to produce an original document. Professional scribes could copy this document, or autographa. These copies are called manuscripts.



For Christians, whether the information in the Bible came to its writers through revelation or personal knowledge or experience is not as important as the fact that they were writing under the divine guidance of God the Holy Spirit. What they spoke and what they wrote as messengers of God were thought to be inspired. The original writings of the Bible, known as the autographs, are thought by some to be of divine origin.

Verbal Inspiration

Inspiration applies to the very words of Scripture; however, verbal inspiration does not mean that God dictated every word of the Bible. This is an important point. It is believed that the writers used their own writing styles and vocabularies; God is thought to have guided and confirmed each word.
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Bible Lesson

In the ancient world, no one could read to himself; this is a modern phenomenon. People listened as small children, and then they read out loud until they learned to “read in their heads.” Every written document in the ancient world was read out loud—even a personal letter from a wife to a husband. The biblical books were no different. Rhetoric, the art of persuasive speaking, was one of the most important and valued areas of learning.



It is believed that God assured Moses before sending him to Pharaoh, “I will help you speak and will teach you what to say” (Exodus 4:12). When Moses brought the Ten Commandments down from Mount Sinai, he said to the Hebrews, “And God spoke all these words” (Exodus 20:1). God told Jeremiah, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth” (Jeremiah 1:9). Along with most of the other prophets, Jeremiah wrote that his messages were from God (for one example, see Jeremiah 36:2). King David steps up to our witness stand and says, “The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me, his word was on my tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2).

The apostle Paul claimed to speak “in words taught by the Spirit” (1 Corinthians 2:13). He writes to the Thessalonians: “And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God” (1 Thessalonians 2:13). Like the Old Testament writers mentioned above, Paul recognized that his message came from God and he made sure his readers knew that, too.

Aspects of Inspiration

Some people picture the biblical writers as robotic stenographers, carefully taking down God’s dictation. This view ignores the variety of writing styles found in the Scriptures. These differing writing styles reflect differing backgrounds, cultures, personalities, and vocabularies. The writers were believed to be inspired, but this doesn’t mean that they weren’t actively engaged in the writing process. It’s unclear exactly how this process worked. The Bible emphasizes the fact of inspiration, but not its method.
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Bible Lesson

Plenary is defined as that which is complete and extends to every part. The Bible can be considered plenary, as it is believed to be entirely inspired. Those who believed what the Bible said gave evidence of how prophetic writings were given by the Spirit of Christ (1 Peter 1:10–11; 2 Peter 1:20–21). They quoted from other biblical books and referred to them as Scripture. They claimed the New Testament was as inspired as the Old.



Most Christians hold that the process of inspiration is not as important as the product of inspiration—the Bible. Because it is considered an inspired work, it is a trusted work. It was written in ancient times in ancient languages for a people inhabiting an ancient world. Incredibly, its message is one that seems to transcend time and culture.

Based on all the biblical evidence, most Christians trust that the entire Bible is inspired, including its historical, geographical, scientific, and personal accounts. However, the verbal, plenary inspiration of the Bible applies directly only to the original text as it was first written down. The inspired originals of the biblical books, known as autographs, were written on papyrus. None of them exist today. Copies or translations are accurate only if they are accurate reproductions of the originals. Accurate reproductions, however, carry the same authority as the inspired autographs.
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Timeless Truth

Papyrus sheets were made from the papyrus plant. They could not be preserved unless found in a very dry climate—e.g., in Egypt. But the New Testament has close to 25,000 manuscripts in existence today, the most of any ancient document. The second most belongs to the singer-poet Homer’s Iliad with 687 copies. The more manuscripts of a document that exist, the easier it is to reconstruct the original.



Through the science of textual criticism and with a multitude of copies, an original document can be almost entirely reproduced. This is how we determine the texts of Virgil, Julius Caesar, and even the letters of more recent writers, such as Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln. With 687 manuscripts, all scholars agree that Homer’s Iliad is 95 percent accurate; the remaining 5 percent concerns differences in word order. With nearly 25,000 copies of the New Testament, we have close to a 99 percent reconstruction. Textual criticism is not concerned with particular beliefs or the accuracy of the text’s content, but only with the accurate reconstruction of ancient manuscripts. The more manuscripts of a particular document you have, the closer to the original you can come.

Truth, Belief, and Trust

Christians believe that all of the Bible’s claims will one day be fulfilled. Jesus stated, “[N]ot the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished” (Matthew 5:18; see also Luke 16:17). He also said, “Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” (Luke 24:44). In that one verse, Jesus divided the entire Old Testament into three sections that record prophecies about him. The apostle Peter proclaimed, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago” (Acts 1:16).
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Look in the Book

In the Bible, Jesus makes the statement that he cannot be trusted in heavenly matters if he cannot be believed in earthly (historical) ones. He told his nighttime visitor Nicodemus, “I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?” (John 3:12). The Bible must be similarly trusted in order to be believed. The biblical writers emphatically stated that the Bible could be trusted.



Belief is a facet of trust. Here’s an example: A young boy watched in awe as a French tightrope walker slowly made his way across Niagara Falls. Taking hold of a wheelbarrow, the Frenchman asked the young boy if he believed that he could make it across the Falls pushing the wheelbarrow. “Oh, yes,” the boy eagerly agreed. “Great!” said the Frenchman. “Get in!” The boy refused. Though the little boy believed the tightrope walker could successfully push the wheelbarrow across the rope over the Falls, he didn’t trust him enough to get in and go along for the ride. This is the difference between belief and trust.

Scripture itself claims to be completely true and without error. Jesus said, “[Y]our word is truth” (John 17:17). To people who denied the truth of Scripture, Jesus said, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures” (Matthew 22:29). The psalmist stated, “The law of the Lord is perfect” (Psalms 19:7) and “All your words are truth” (Psalms 119:160). “Every word of God is flawless,” writes Solomon (Proverbs 30:5). The Bible claims to be God’s word and God cannot make mistakes (Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18), therefore the Bible contains no errors. It is the inerrant, infallible word of God.

The Bible claims to be the final authority in matters of faith and Godly behavior. When facing temptation after a forty-day fast in the wilderness, Jesus quoted Old Testament Scripture to combat Satan’s wiles (Matthew 4:1–11). It worked. Later, he used Old Testament authority as justification for clearing the Temple of the moneychangers (Mark 11:17). Jesus used the Old Testament to prove the resurrection to the Pharisees (Matthew 21:42).
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Bible Lesson

According to the Bible, the apostles also understood the authority of the Scriptures. Paul, the scholarly apostle, used Old Testament passages to reason with the Jews (Acts 17:2). Peter stated, “[I]gnorant and unstable people distort” Scriptures “to their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16). Since it is thought to be God-breathed, the Bible is considered indisputable.



The Bible writers were supposedly under the supernatural guidance of God the Holy Spirit. They wrote and even verified the prophetic books (Mark, Luke, James, and Jude) as New Testament books. The early church did not create the Bible, but it was responsible for properly translating and interpreting the Scriptures.

God’s Word

Christians believe the Bible is the word of God because it claims to be the word of God. However, any text or author could make a similar claim. This belief and acceptance must be based on more than the claim. It’s easy to fall into the trap of circular reasoning: “I believe what the Bible says because it is God’s word and I believe the Bible is God’s word because it says it is.” Instead, it helps to look for solid evidence to support such a claim.

The Unity of the Bible

As previously stated, the Bible consists of sixty-six separate books written by approximately forty different authors in three distinct languages over a time span of more than 1,500 years. Additionally, the books are of different literary genres, including law, history, poetry and songs, prophecy, biography, letters, and apocalyptic writings. Despite such a wide variety of writing styles and personalities, a common theme weaves its way from Genesis to Revelation.

The promise of a Redeemer first appears in the third chapter of Genesis and continues throughout the Old Testament (Genesis 3:15). The promise is fulfilled with the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus as narrated in the New Testament. Like any good story, this one has a beginning, a middle, and an end (which is yet to be). However, it is believed that this drama played out in history with real people and actual events.
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