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  This book is dedicated to my family . . . To my daughters, Amber and Danielle, whose strength, accomplishments, and love make the world a better place. Also, to my husband, who after 30 years is still fighting for more. You truly are “my one and only.” And to Indus, my first grandchild, who spent many days cuddled on my lap while I wrote and edited this book. You are a joy, and I am thankful to have you as part of our family!
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  INTRODUCTION




  Hello and welcome to Amazing Loom Knits. For most loom knitters, including myself, accessories were our first projects. Maybe it was a simple hat or scarf. For me, it was making potholders for my mother when I was five years old; next, I progressed to skinny scarves. Like most new knitters, I was willing to undertake these new skills as seemed manageable in both time needed and project size. For this reason, I thought an accessories pattern book would be the perfect way to introduce loom knitters to fun new skills like brioche, Fair Isle, picking up stitches, lace, and so much more.




  Included in this book are quick and easy patterns that use only simple stitches like knits, skip stitches, and purls. These make great last-minute projects to give as gifts, including a “no guilt” gift for yourself. We all need a breather sometimes, and simple projects that can be done in front of the television can provide a perfect way to relax at the end of the day.




  There is something in this book for every loom knitter, beginner to advanced, with a variety of projects that will suit the casual country girl or the more sophisticated city girl. You’ll find that a reasonable time investment will yield a wearable, unique piece that can’t be found in stores. Most of these projects will also be forgiving in gauge and allow you to foray into more advanced skills without too much worry over fit.




  There is full technical support for all the skills and techniques used in this book on my blog and YouTube channel. The addresses can be found in “Resources” at the back of this book. You’ll find loom knitting articles, discussions, and videos to help you through any loom knitting challenge.




  With this book, I’m hoping to finally dispel the myth that loom knitting is limited or just for simple items. Almost anything that can be made on needles or machine can also be done on a loom. It’s an exciting time for loom knitters, as each year we have more talented designers and loom manufacturers giving us the tools we need for our craft. I hope you enjoy the patterns in this book as much as I enjoyed designing and writing them.




  Happy looming!




  —Nicole
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  READING MY PATTERNS




  Understanding how to read a pattern is important for loom knitters who would like to further their skills. Often fiber artists feel defeated when they first glance at a pattern and see all those terms and abbreviations that they are not familiar with. Don’t fear; with practice, you’ll soon be sailing through these projects!




  LEVEL




  A skill level is given for all my patterns, from beginner to advanced. Use this as a guide only. I’m often asked whether a beginner can do a more advanced pattern. The answer is yes! All the skills needed to complete each pattern are included in this book. I encourage all loom knitters to get out of their comfort zone and try new things. Small projects, like the accessory patterns within this book, are a perfect way to advance your skills before moving onto larger projects like clothing.




  FINISHED MEASUREMENTS




  This is the final measurement of the finished piece—that is, after blocking (unless the pattern does not require blocking, as for most hats, mittens, and so forth). The patterns indicate when blocking is recommended.




  GAUGE




  Gauge is often ignored by loom knitters. It is easy to think that because our pegs are fixed that we are all knitting with the same tension and will get similar results. This is just not true, particularly if you change the yarn. I recommend knitting a 4-inch by 4-inch swatch and measuring to see whether you are achieving the proper gauge. Work the swatch with the given yarn and stitch. If your swatch is too small, you are working the stitches too tightly. If your swatch is too big, then you are working your stitches too loosely. Achieving gauge is important if you would like the finished piece to look like the original sample.




  YARN




  For each pattern, a specific yarn is recommended to achieve the pictured results. This will include fiber type, color, yardage, and number of skeins needed to complete your project. Changing the yarn is possible—feel free to be creative—but remember to use a similar yarn and check to see that you are achieving the proper gauge if you want similar results. As yarn weight, loft, and elasticity vary greatly in the same category, the only way to tell whether a chosen yarn will deliver equal results is to make a gauge swatch.




  SUPPLIES AND LOOMS




  Under “Supplies,” you will find a list of supplies and notions needed to complete the pattern, including the loom needed. For convenience, I’ve written this book using a limited number of looms, all widely available in local craft stores. For each project, the loom is specified by the peg spacing (or the distance between the pegs) and the number of pegs. Large-gauge (¾ in/2 cm) looms are appropriate for use with bulky yarns, while smaller-gauge (⅜ in/1 cm) looms are appropriate for light to medium-weight yarns. The pattern will also specify whether a round loom is required.
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  If you have a complete set of large-gauge looms (including the 48-peg, ⅝ in/1.6 cm option) and an adjustable ⅜ in/1 cm peg spacing loom, you will be able to work all the patterns in this book.




  PATTERN NOTES




  Any special notes for the pattern will be given in this section. Read these notes before beginning the pattern. Important construction notes (such as how the pattern is worked) will be here.




  SPECIAL STITCHES/INSTRUCTIONS OR KEY




  If the pattern has a special, repeatable stitch or technique, it will be listed in this section. For example, special stitches, like the seed stitch, will require a series of steps to achieve the desired result. Any special abbreviations will also be found here.




  PATTERN




  This is the main instruction area for the pattern. Read through the pattern before beginning, making sure that you understand all the abbreviations and instructions given. Research, within this book, any skills or abbreviations that you are not familiar with before starting the pattern.




  FINISHING




  All the final instructions for the pattern will be given here. This area will include seaming, blocking, and any other special instructions needed to finish your pattern.




  CHARTS AND ILLUSTRATIONS




  When necessary, you will find color/stitch charts and schematics to help you understand the written instructions and achieve the best results. All charts begin at the bottom right. You may work from the chart or the written instructions for all Fair Isle portions of a pattern. When a chart is included in a pattern that contains lace, use it for reference only. Loom knitters cannot slide stitches on a needle, as they are locked on individual pegs. To do lace, you must individually move each stitch to make room for yarn overs and other complex stitches. It is not possible to place all that information on a chart. Please use the chart as a tool to help you understand the direction of stitch movement and final placement of stitches only, and use the written instructions to complete the pattern.




  BLOCKING




  Blocking a knitted garment gives it a professional, finished look. You will need to block almost all lace garments to open the yarn overs and achieve straight edges. Occasionally blocking is necessary for your pattern to lie flat. Blocking is easy and can be achieved using the following instructions.




  Soak your garment in cool or room temperature water using a touch of soap or fabric softener. Squeeze the piece gently to get the bulk of the water out; then roll it in a towel to remove as much water as possible. Using blocking mats and pins and/or wires, shape the finished piece into the desired measurements and shape. If the directions say to block lightly, stretch the garment lightly—do not overstretch. Be careful not to stretch areas like ribbing, or they’ll lose their shape and won’t spring back. Lace can usually be stretched aggressively; I like to open my yarn overs wide, making them highly noticeable. A simple rule of thumb: If your pins/wires or knitting begin to lift off the mat, then you are probably trying to stretch it too far. It’s best to err on the side of caution before ruining a knitted piece. Let your garment dry completely before releasing it from the board.




  ENJOY!




  Take the time to admire your work. Loom knitting is a fiber art, and you should be proud of the time, preparation, and love that went into your finished piece.




  

  
THE PATTERNS
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  A more refined version of the traditional trapper hat, this piece features a flat rounded crown, long earflaps, and a low back to keep your neck warm. Chunky yarn will make fast work of this lovely Russian-inspired hat, making it a great weekend project. If you’re a fan of the traditional trapper, you can easily use browns and creams to get that look too!







  Level




  Confident Beginner




  Finished Measurements




  14 in/35.6 cm long x 22 in/55.9 cm around




  Gauge




  10 sts and 22 rows = 4 in/10.2 cm square in garter st




  Yarn




  Lion Brand Wool-Ease Thick & Quick, super bulky #6 (80% acrylic, 20% wool; 106 yd/97 m, 6 oz/170 g per skein)
1 skein #640 Cranberry (MC)
1 skein #153 Black (CC)




  Lion Brand Fun Fur, bulky #5 (100% polyester; 64 yd/58 m, 1.75 oz/50 g per skein)
1 skein #153 Black (CC1)




  Supplies




  •¾ in/2 cm peg spacing round loom with 40 pegs




  •Knitting tool




  •Crochet hook




  •Measuring tape




  •Stitch markers (optional)




  •3½ in/8.9 cm pom-pom maker or cardboard




  •Yarn/tapestry needle




  Pattern Notes




  •Hat is worked from the bottom up in three separate sections that are eventually joined together.




  •The top of the hat is decreased in four separate wedges and then seamed together.




  •When asked to CO1, use the true cable cast-on method as described on page 110.




  •For step-by-step instructions on working the single crochet edging and I-cord, see pages 127–28.
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  Pattern Stitch (seed stitch, multiples of 2)




  Row 1: *K1, p1, rep from * to end of row.




  Row 2: *P1, k1, rep from * to end of row (or purl the knits, knit the purls from the previous row).




  Rep rows 1 and 2.




  Pattern sequence will change depending on stitch count (odd or even number of sts).




  
Pattern





  FRONT FLAP




  Foundation row: Chain CO 8 pegs with 1 strand CC and 1 Strand CC1 held together; work as flat panel.
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