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Words to Understand
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qualify: Do well enough to compete in a final round or contest.


dedicated: Devoted.


mission: Goal.


aspirations: Hopes to one day achieve something great.


militant: Very aggressive and strict.
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STARTING AT THE BOTTOM


Dwyane Wade sprints across the basketball court floor. The Miami Heat is facing the San Antonio Spurs in the seventh and final game of the 2013 NBA Finals. Time is almost up and the scores are very close. It’s still anybody’s game! Dwyane and his teammates are tired and covered in sweat, but they can’t rest just yet. They need to keep working their hardest to snag victory.


The Miami Heat and the San Antonio Spurs have worked hard to reach this point. The best teams in the NBA need to qualify for the playoffs before they are allowed to play in the finals. After winning enough games, the two best teams face each other in a series of final games. In 2012, the Miami Heat won their first championship since 2006. Now, one year later, Dwyane and his teammates hope to win again—but there’s just one problem. The San Antonio Spurs are just as talented, and they don’t plan to let the Heat win easily!


With the clock counting down, the Heat manages to score a few more times. The final score is 95 to 88 when the bell sounds. The Miami Heat has won by just seven points! The crowd goes wild as teammates cheer and hug each other. Fans of the Heat who are sitting in the stands jump to their feet and shout in celebration. Confetti falls from the ceiling, covering everyone in the stadium. Opponents shake hands and congratulate each other on a good game.
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Dwyane Wade is one of the best players on the Miami Heat, but he can’t take credit for everything they’ve accomplished. It’s because of the Heat’s strong teamwork that they’ve been so successful in recent years.




Make Connections
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In the United States, the government helps families who don’t make enough money to support themselves. This assistance is known as welfare. The money given to these families will help pay for food, clothes, and a place to live. While Jolinda was struggling to take care of her children, she was on welfare. Even with the help of the government, Jolinda and her children could not afford much. This is often the case with families on welfare.





The members of the Miami Heat have a lot to make them proud. Not only have they won the NBA championship, but they have done it two years in a row. These victories do not belong to just one player alone. Basketball is a team sport. The best basketball players in the world know that they need to work with their teammates in order to win. They cannot be selfish with the ball. Dwyane and his teammates pass around the ball a lot on the court. It doesn’t matter who shoots for the basket as long as the team earns points. In the last game alone, Dwyane scored 23 points for his team. He also helped others earn points as well.


Becoming an NBA champion is a great accomplishment, but this year was extra special for Dwyane. It was his third NBA championship victory, which put him in a special category with some of the best basketball players in history.


A few days after the NBA finals, Dwyane was asked how he felt about the victory. He said, “It’s kind of hard to put in words, you know, to think about where I come from, to think about where my family comes from. And to be here, not only in the NBA, but to celebrate my third championship.”


Dwyane overcame a lot of challenges as he was growing up. Dealing with poverty was one of them. With some help from his family, though, Dwyane was able to get a better education and move up in the world. He worked hard and stayed dedicated to the sport of basketball. Eventually, he went to college and fulfilled his dream of playing basketball in the NBA. He has also played on the United States Olympic basketball team twice, winning a bronze medal in 2004 and a gold medal in 2008.
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