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Chapter 1


The Zoomers


Zack Nelson stared out the window as stars zoomed by, twinkling brightly. Planets of every color, size, and shape filled the galaxy.


Zack loved space travel, especially with his friends. Any chance to be near stars made him happy.


He was sitting next to Drake Taylor. They had been best friends since Zack’s family moved from Earth to Nebulon. Seth Stevens and Sally Zerbin sat behind them. Seth and Zack didn’t get along when Zack first moved to Nebulon, but now they were good friends. Sally had been in Zack’s idea group for the Intergalactic Science Fair.


He and his friends were going to Araxie, the water planet. They were in a racing club called the Sprockets Academy Zoomers. The Zoomers were picked to represent Nebulon in the Interstellar Space Race.
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“Araxie is a really grape planet,” said Zack. “I went there for vacation with my family and Drake.”


“Yes, I learned how to swim right before that trip,” Drake said. “Can you believe that I used to be afraid to swim? Now I love it.”


“Me too,” said Sally. “Araxie is the best place for swimming, diving, and riding astro-powered surfboards!”
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Zack and Drake excitedly agreed.


Then Seth spoke up. “Well, there will be no swimming on this visit,” he said. “I just want to win this race.”


“We are going to do great in the races,” said Drake.


[image: Images]


[image: Images]


“Yeah, we have a stellar team and the best spacecars. I can’t wait to finally see the cars we designed in person,” said Zack.


Everyone nodded in agreement. The team had spent weeks working on the designs for each car.


Then Zack’s hyperphone began to ring. “It’s my mom and dad,” said Zack. He pushed a button and his parents’ faces appeared on the screen.
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“Hi, honey. Did you pack extra socks and shin guards?” his mom asked.


“Uh, Mom, we don’t need shin guards,” Zack explained. “I only wear those when I play hover-soccer.”


“Well, make sure you buckle up and stay safe, Captain,” said his dad.


“Don’t worry, Dad. I always do,” Zack said.


Zack knew his parents were worried. To be honest, he was a little nervous too. His friends had all competed in big races before, but this was his first time entering a racing championship.
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Ms. Rudolph, Zack’s teacher, tried to get everyone’s attention. She was the team’s chaperone.


“Mom, Dad, I have to go now,” said Zack.


“Good luck, Zack,” said Mom. “We love you.”


“Get ready to blast off, Captain!” said Dad.


“Uh, right, Dad. Love you both too.” Then Zack hung up his hyperphone.


“Okay, Zoomers, we are almost at Araxie,” said Ms. Rudolph. “I know that you have all prepared for the race, but let’s review the rules one more time.”


Everyone quieted down and listened carefully.
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