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Judith Viorst once said, “Friends broaden our horizons. They serve as new models with whom we can identify. They allow us to be ourselves—and accept us that way. They enhance our self-esteem because they think we’re OK, because we matter to them. And because they matter to us—for various reasons, at various levels of intensity—they enrich the quality of our emotional life.”

I would like to dedicate this book to just such a friend, someone who is one of the great human beings, someone I love and admire deeply…

To my very close friend,
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This book is dedicated to R. H., the man who has been “Paul” to me and who has allowed me the privilege of being “Timothy” to him. Through this relationship I have learned what true covenant friendship is about.

R. H., I can only hope that the mark you have left on my life will serve as a continuing testimony to the eternal value one life can have to another. Your work lives on in me.
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Most of us grew up learning about life from the word no.

“No, you shouldn’t do that.”

“No, that’s not right.”

“No, don’t touch that.”

“No, you can’t go there.”

“No, that’s not good for you.”

No is a restrictive term. It carries rejection with it. On a spiritual level, it conveys a lack of faith. Fear, worry, and doubt all flow out of no and into our lives. In many ways our perception of God has been predetermined by the no we grew up with. Many of us came to know God as the Great Restricter handing down and enforcing His list of things not to do. Our impression of church was shaped by the same no. The sermons we heard could all be boiled down to, “No, don’t do that. You’re doing it all wrong.”

Yes, on the other hand, is an empowering word. When we hear yes, confidence, hope, and expectancy rise up within us.

I don’t date a great deal, but every once in awhile a godly woman catches my attention. I knew one such woman for about two years before she finally caught my eye. (I don’t know what took me so long!) It was the final night of one of my Metro Bible Studies before the summer break, and as we walked out to our cars, I asked her, “Would you have dinner with me one night next week?”

Then came the suspense of waiting for her answer. She could say no, or she could say yes. She could just look at me and laugh. She spun halfway around, registering her genuine surprise at my question. Up until that time, she had only known me as the Speaker Guy. Finally, she turned back toward me and said, “Yes, I’d love to.”

Yes. She said yes! I hardly ever ask anyone for a date, so I remember the moment well. When I heard that one word, I completely forgot all the negative feelings associated with her possible answer of no. I was living in the moment of yes!

Our relationship with God is a lot like that. Most of us live lives that work on some level. But each of us can identify specific core areas of life in which we always come up short; we just can’t get them to work for us. God has extended to us an offer to live a life that works. Will we say yes or no?

Even now He is waiting for our answer. But most of us see God’s offer as negative rather than positive. Our background of no has influenced our awareness of God so much that all we can see are the things we can’t do rather than all the wonderful possibilities that His offer opens up for us. We’ve seen, firsthand, Christians who live extremely rigid and hyper-disciplined lives without much observable joy, and we know we don’t want that. We perceive the life of Yes through our heritage of no.

If you’re hungry for a life that works, you won’t be satisfied until you make the personal discovery that the life God offers is much more liberating than it is restrictive. This is not to say that God is a pushover who allows us to live any way we choose without experiencing the negative consequences of poor choices. Rather, He sets before us a life of Yes that opens up a great many more doors of opportunity than it closes.

Unfortunately, the spiritual history of our world has been shaped by at least three strategic moments in which God’s people have said no to God. The first moment occurred when God’s first man and woman chose to live in a way other than what He had planned for them. God had intended for Adam and Eve to bear children and raise up a people whose king was God. But they said no to the dream of God, electing instead to create their own reality.

The second moment happened when Israel, wanting so badly to be like other nations, chose to have a legacy of human kings rather than God as their sovereign ruler. God gave them judges to guide them with His messages, but the people rejected God’s dream in favor of the world’s ways. In that time, the Bible says, every one of God’s people “did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).

The third moment is today. Here at the beginning of the twenty-first century, the people of God have transformed God’s dream of Christianizing the whole world into an enterprise that saves individuals and teaches them to behave in acceptable ways. Rather than pursuing the big picture and living out God’s desire for a people who look to Christ as their Lord and King, much of the modern church has narrowed its focus and redefined God’s kingdom as a future promise, not a present-day reality. By turning the kingdom into something that can only be realized in the sweet by and by, we have effectively said no to God’s dream.

The Sunday after 9/11, America’s churches registered the highest attendance of any time in history. Within the next several weeks, church attendance returned to the average. After 9/11 people came to church thinking they were looking for answers, when in reality they were looking for God. The problem is they found neither.

That’s because much of the church has become an institution that has reconciled itself to the role of separating itself from the world and hanging in there until Jesus returns. We have become a people just trying to hold on until the end. God wants for us to live in a way that presents an observable reality of His kingdom to the seeking world. But instead of giving relevant help to seeking minds, we spew out the same answers as the solution to every problem that arises in our world. War: “These are the last days.” Disease: “The end is near.” Violence: “He’s coming soon.” 9/11: “I’ve read the end of the book, and we win.”

As Bob Briner writes in his book Final Roar, “The fascination with popular end time prophesy has been very damaging to the Christian movement in this country…. At best this is a huge distraction from the real and primary task Christians have been assigned to do.” We have abandoned our mandate—long before it’s time to desert the planet.

It’s not that I don’t care about the Second Coming. I’m looking forward to the day when I can ask God the really important questions of life such as, why do we have wars? Why, with all the wealth that’s in the world, is there still poverty? And why the unexplained popularity of Capri pants for men?

But God’s kingdom isn’t something we can only know in the future. God’s offer has always been a life lived in the reality of His kingdom, even while we’re living in the midst of the kingdoms of the world. He has always offered a life that works in the here and now to anyone who will say yes to Him.

Our spiritual history bears out the truth that instead of saying yes to God and entering into the life He designed for us, we have tried to reproduce His life through our own efforts and disciplined behavior. The role of the children of Israel was to be God’s light to the nations, but they chose instead to follow an ever-evolving set of laws and rules. The role of the church is to Christianize the world, but most of the church is content to simply conform people’s behavior through manageable structures and multitiered institutions.

Meanwhile, our ever-vigilant God keeps on working out His purpose. He is not detoured or defeated by any of the choices people make. He continues to work to achieve His dream. As He says in Isaiah 55:11: “My word…which goes forth from My mouth…will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire.”

God will accomplish what He set out to do, and He will do it the way He planned: through the lives of people who say yes to Him. He has committed Himself to redeeming mankind through the people of Yes.

It takes faith to say yes to God, and there is always an element of risk in faith. But from Creation forward, God has revealed Himself as a God we can depend on. In ancient times God delivered Israel from captivity, provided for His people in the wilderness, watched over them in exile, and brought them into the Promised Land. It was the dependability of God that Moses recounted to a new generation in the Book of Deuteronomy: “Then you shall say to your son, ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD brought us from Egypt with a mighty hand’” (Deuteronomy 6:21), Moses used God’s past actions to form the basis for a present faith. Israel had every reason to believe that God was the God of Yes. But when it came to living out the reality of their role as God’s people, they repeatedly chose no.

From generation to generation, God has continued to give His people great promises that He always fulfills. He has continued to deliver them from their troubles and to abundantly provide for their needs. God has always acted on behalf of His people, and He always will. He is exactly who His words and actions show Him to be. Will we, like Israel, say no and reject the truth of what God has said and done, or will we say yes and enter into agreement with God, taking Him at His word?

This is the high drama of our faith. God has proven His faithfulness. He has shown us that His promises will never be broken. He welcomes us into a life of Yes, knowing full well that we will have many opportunities to say no to our faithfulness to Him. He has extended the offer. Now He waits for our answer.

I write these things out of a deep, abiding love for the church. Even though I travel a lot and I’m seldom at home, my membership remains at the church I grew up in. It’s my love for Christ’s church that motivates me to communicate the truths of this book. I’m convinced that, regardless of our denominations and spiritual preferences, we must bring our lives into agreement with the purpose of God. We must understand our role in God’s kingdom and choose to live out that role in full agreement with God. We must live a life of Yes.

To do that we must understand the ways in which God has said yes to us. Throughout history God has made agreements with mankind that provide the strength, the power, the will, and the resources for us to accomplish the full extent of His purpose in the world. These agreements are eternal; they will never go away. The Bible calls them covenants. There are many different types of agreements, or covenants, mentioned in Scripture. In this book we will focus on the four eternal covenants God has made with His people. These four agreements represent God’s eternal yes to us.

Typically, the topic of God’s covenants is handled in a very technical manner. I have tried to present it here in a way that makes its application to our lives easy to understand. The first four chapters of the book explain the heart of Yes—what God’s agreements are and why He made them. The next four chapters explain the hope of Yes—what those agreements can mean for our lives. The final five chapters explain the how of Yes—what we need to do to say yes to the life that God offers.

An entire generation is asking questions that can only be answered by observing the lives of people living in agreement with God. Ours is an age of fear, anxiety, and suspicion. Everyone has broken trust; everyone has had trust broken. The cry, Who can I trust? brings the most important questions of life to the surface: Is there a purpose for life? Is there a God? Is God for me?

In a recent poetry reading on the HBO program, Def Poetry Jam, Marty McConnell summarized the feelings of a generation. She said:

We are the change generation. Fitted with the inconsistentcies of a millennium influx. A vagabond lot, we skitter from one city to the next in search of an acceptable permanence. A home not in need of so much repair. See our inherited tools, they fit like a Phillips head in a slot-top screw.

We are a generation of screamers. Silenced by this conspiracy of comfort that cradles us voiceless in our PC cities, where only the drunk and the dangerous spill what seethes in so many.

I trade crusades like cards, flip issues like channels. Give me a God. Give me a rallying cry. Give me one good reason to die.

The Bible speaks with clarity: “God is for us” (Romans 8:31). He can be trusted. He is faithful. To be faithful, however, there must be a relationship; and relationship requires commitment. God wants to be in relationship with His creation, and He has proven His commitment over and over. He doesn’t simply toss out promises without purposing to back them up with the full measure of Himself and His infinite resources. He is completely committed to seeing His promises fulfilled and His purposes come to pass.

God has already made His choice. He has said yes to us. Now the choice is ours. Will we look past all the static religiosity of our day and peer deeply into God in order to find Him as the meaning of all meaning? Or will we face life without God and lead others into that same life of rejection, doubt, and fear?

Will we say yes or no to God’s offer of a life that works?

There is a God of Yes. Let’s discover Him.
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“It’s not supposed to be like this!”

These are the words Samuel L. Jackson speaks to Ben Affleck in the movie Changing Lanes. He continues, “Our world is held together by an agreement or a covenant that keeps things from flying apart and us from hurting each other.”1

As I watched the movie, I realized that Jackson’s statement expresses exactly how most of us feel—as if we’ve been kicked in the teeth so many times that we could headline at any of the hillbilly shows in Branson, Missouri. But we’re not all victims here. We’re not without blame. Who among us, while playing fetch with a dog, hasn’t faked throwing the ball just to see the poor pooch take off after nothing? Watching him search-n-sniff for the nonexistent ball is somehow funny to us. But the bottom line is we violated trust with the dog. We set up a certain expectation for the dog and suddenly changed it on him without letting him know—and then we laughed about it.

Or think about fishing. We cover a hook with a piece of food that a fish likes to eat and then dangle it in the waters of a popular fish hangout. The fish spots the tasty morsel and swims over to investigate. When he finally takes it in his mouth, we yank the rod and that sets the hook. We reel the fish in, wondering how in the world fish can continue to be so stupid. After all, they swim in schools. But they don’t seem to be learning anything.

Dogs and fish may be trusting, but most people these days are not. In fact, when it comes to trusting in some of our national institutions, we’ve got more dents in us than a steel drum on a tropical island. Because I travel almost every day, people ask me if air travel is really any safer since the events of 9÷11. I tell them it’s not. What the authorities have done is create an illusion of increased security. Airport safety measures are so cosmetic that I’m surprised they haven’t named Estee Lauder as chief of security.

Thousands of people who never graduated from high school have been hired by the federal government to serve as the primary line of defense against further terrorism in the skies. And what are they searching for when they scan our luggage? Usually pieces of metal. But not all pieces of metal are potentially violent. Recently, I saw a security guard take an elderly lady’s pair of tweezers. Another time a man’s fingernail clippers were confiscated. Personally, I’m glad they took those things away from them. There’s no telling how many manicures they could have forced on unsuspecting passengers.

Because of the metal ban, the airlines no longer provide metal knives with their meals. Instead, the knives are plastic. Now I get to watch my knife melt into my chicken as I cut it.

In many airports armed military guards stand next to the x-ray machines. They have the uniform and the gun but no bullets. If something happens and they have to defend passengers against real terrorists, I hope there’s a lady with an extra pair of tweezers around.

Trust is an intangible thing that is hard to gain and easy to lose. We trusted the airlines to protect us, and they didn’t. We trusted the government to be there for us, and they weren’t. Our ability to trust has become more fragile than a Fabergé egg filled with nitroglycerin. Weathered by one scandal after another, we’ve learned not to trust anybody or expect too much from anyone.

Our deteriorated trust has impacted our experience with God. After all, have any of us actually met the Homeland Defense Team or the Airport Security Group? Yet, we’re expected to blindly trust that they are doing their job. Eventually we realize that we’re not any safer because of them, and we think, Can God be any different? And He’s invisible!

Our perception of our world influences our perception of God. And our perception of God influences our real-life experience with God. Some of us picture God as Wilford Brimley riding along the fence line in a ten-gallon hat. Others picture God as Larry King frantically taking calls from all across the country. Still others picture God as Martha Stewart, there to put the finishing touches on any décor. Or…Urkel.

So often the church’s message is “Trust God.” And the response from most people is, “Yeah, right.”

Who is God that we should trust Him? Or as King David asked, “Who is this King of glory?” (Psalm 24:10). You can’t trust something you don’t understand. You can’t have faith in someone you don’t really know. Before we can trust God and comprehend the weight of His promises to us, we have to understand who He is. Romans 8:31 says, “If God is for us, who is against us?” How can we know that God is for us? How can we know that He really is the God of Yes?

In Isaiah 46:9-11 God speaks for Himself:

Remember the former things long past,
For I am God, and there is no other;
1 am God, and there is no one like Me,
Declaring the end from the beginning,
And from ancient times things which have not been done,
Saying, “My purpose will be established,
And 1 will accomplish all My good pleasure”
Calling a bird of prey from the east,
The man of My purpose from a far country.
Truly 1 have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass.
I have planned it, surely 1 will do it.

In this passage of Scripture, God is speaking to Israel, a nation of people who was asking many of the same questions we ask today. Israel had a history of doubting God and worshiping different idols, and at this point they were caught in the middle of a decision: “Do we worship God as the one true God, or do we turn to our idols?” God responded by telling the people who He was and why they could trust Him.

How do we know that we can trust God today? How do we know that He will always be on our side? And what impact will this trust have on our lives? God’s desire for us is the same as His desire for Israel. He wants us to know Him and trust Him. To help us do this, He tells us six key things about Himself.

HE IS PROFOUNDLY CLEAR ABOUT HIS AWESOMENESS

For I am God, and there is no other. (Isaiah 46:9)

God never second-guesses Himself about His own identity. He knows who He is. He doesn’t need to take a personality test to determine if His temperament is more like a beaver or a rabbit. We’re the ones who have the problem understanding who God is.

What are the barriers that keep us from really knowing God?

THE BARRIER OF SIMPLICITY

The way we speak about God reinforces our one-dimensional view of Him. For instance, some people call God the Man upstairs. God doesn’t live upstairs. If He did, people in single-story houses would be in trouble. He’s not in charge of building maintenance, and He doesn’t run around His apartment in clunky shoes making loud noises that keep us up at night.

Some people call God the Big Kahunna. But isn’t the Creator of the universe a bit bigger than a wave to be surfed?

Here are some other simplistic things we say:


	“Let go and let God.” That’s so vague. Let go of what, so God can do what? What if we let go of the wrong thing?


	“Everything happens for a reason.” The problem is, if we say those words over and over long enough, “Everything happens for a reason” starts to sound like, “Anything can happen with a razor.”

	“God is my copilot.” If God is your copilot, then you’re in the wrong seat.

	“My boss is a Jewish carpenter.” This conjures up images of Bob Vila and This Old House.


	“God is in control.” Many people use this phrase as the equivalent of a pacifier for the soul. When things happen in life that we don’t want to face, we invoke it to avoid dealing with our problems. God is in control of all of life, but we suck the meaning out of these words when we hide behind them.



THE BARRIER OF SENTIMENTALITY

There is a trend in Christian culture to depict God in pictures of quiet, running streams of water and soft shafts of light coming out of the windows of beautiful homes. For many of us, that’s how God resides in our lives—as a peaceful feeling drawn from a piece of art on the wall. For others of us, God is little more than a collection of songs sung years ago in old revival meetings (now revised and sung around a piano) reminding us of simpler days gone by. The danger of both of these views is that when something becomes sentimental, it is no longer relevant to the present; it’s relegated to the past. A sentimental God is an impotent God.

God is not a soothing thought or a toe-tapping memory. He is a vibrant, proactive God giving every area of our life meaning and purpose. “Our awareness of God…must go beyond the warm fuzzy idea that He exists in an impersonal manner,” Terry Crist writes in his book Learning the Language of Babylon. “The existence of God as a personal being is what frames the purpose of man. When you reject God as a personal being, you have eliminated the personal purpose of man as well.”2

THE BARRIER OF SENSITIVITY

In many churches today, it’s more important to be sensitive than to be truthful. Ministries, programs, and services are painstakingly designed not to offend anyone. As a result there is widespread misunderstanding about who God is and what He purposes to do.

Some things about God’s personality will be offensive to us. He hates sin and opposes evil. He says, “I am God, and there is no other” (Isaiah 46:9). He is not one God among many other gods; He is the only God. He’s a jealous God (see Exodus 20:5). And He makes promises and commitments that separate mankind into two categories: my people and not my people. These things are offensive to many of us because they run against the political correctness of our day.

THE BARRIER OF SPIRITUALITY

These days spirituality has become a search to discover one’s own concept of God rather than a search to know God as He truly is. Store shelves are overstocked with books and materials to help us decide who we want God to be. Spiritual guides have opened shop and hung out a shingle in almost every town and city in America. It’s actually vogue to discuss spirituality along with the latest movie and stock report. Spirituality has become popular, but our understanding and experience of who God is has reached an all-time low.

THE BARRIER OF SUFFERING

Some of us have gone through a painful experience and asked, “How could God allow something like this to happen?” The truth is, we have a hair trigger on our blame gun, and we too quickly blame God for things that are not the result of His work. We must not forget that God created a perfect world and that Adam and Eve chose to try to make it on their own. Sin entered the world because of their choice, not God’s. Evil exists because the perfect world God created was de-created by the Enemy. Suffering is a natural product of the continuation of evil. If our focus is stuck on finding some logical rationale for all the suffering in the world, we will miss the reality of who God is.

HE IS PERSONALITY CONSISTENT IN HIS ATTRIBUTES

I am God, and there is no one like Me. (Isaiah 46:9)

When God speaks of Himself in Isaiah 46, He uses two names that reveal His attributes: Jehovah, which means “I am,” and Elohim, which is translated “God.” God uses the name Jehovah throughout the Old Testament to communicate that He is holy and righteous. This name demonstrates that God judges evil and calls His people to holiness and faithfulness, holding us accountable to live in agreement with Him. Jehovah is forever committed to one thing: the fulfillment of His purposes. He calls us to be completely committed to His purposes too. Jehovah is the God that makes the rules, sets the boundaries, and demands that His people follow and worship only Him.

Elohim is the name God uses to describe Himself as the lover of people. It is the name He uses when He makes agreements with mankind and enters into covenant relationship with His people. Elohim describes God as the one who is faithful to keep all His agreements. He not only makes agreements but works in mankind and in his creation to bring about their fulfillment. Elohim knows the heart of man and gently, lovingly guides His people to live in agreement with Himself. He is compassionate and long-suffering, even when His people rebel against Him. Elohim voluntarily binds Himself to His Creation and can never leave it. He is the God who cannot lie.

How can two different names describe the same God? Let me put it to you in a way we can all understand. Think of that animated cereal square on TV. One side of the cereal says, “People like me best because I’m frosted.” Then it flips around, and the other side says, “That’s ridiculous. People prefer me because I’m sensible and healthy.” The truth is they are two sides of the same cereal. Get one, and you get the other. (Which side is best doesn’t matter. I did my own survey and found that people prefer Count Chocula four to one over Frosted Mini-Wheats.) That’s a silly and simplistic example, but it clearly communicates how God can be deeply in love with His people and at the same time completely committed to the accomplishment of His will.

Most of us understand the rule-making, demanding side of God (Jehovah), but we are not very well acquainted with the loving, committed, gentle side of God (Elohim). We’ve been told that God is the Big Policeman in the sky who swings a heavy club if we mess up. We’ve been told that He is watching, so we need to give Him a good show.

It isn’t hard to understand God as the ultimate one we must please. It’s a bit harder to understand that God is also our lover who is passionate about helping us succeed in everything He leads us to do. God relentlessly loves us in spite of all the mistakes we make. He is and always will be mankind’s best and final hope.

God never changes who He is. He is always consistent. He is not fickle. He was not a different God in the Old Testament or to your grandparents. He is and always has been the same God. He is holy (He keeps His promises). He is righteous (He always does what’s right). He is good (He loves us and is always working in us and for us). These things never change.

HE IS POSITIVELY COMPELLED BY HIS AFFECTIONS

Declaring the end from the beginning… “My purpose will be established.” (Isaiah 46:10)

In this verse God is not talking about predicting the future; He is speaking about the intentions of His heart. He is less concerned with following a script or a map. He is more concerned with making sure we understand that all of His actions are motivated completely by the affections He has for us.

The ancient Greeks worshiped gods that were motivated by their own pride and arrogance. These gods were fickle and their behavior was impossible to predict. The Greek worshipers had to continually find new and creative ways to appease the gods and win back their blessing. The God of the Bible is nothing like this. He willingly made Himself a prisoner of His own affections for us. His affections compel Him to do everything possible to pursue us and win us back to His heart.

In the Old Testament, God repeatedly describes four main affections or intentions of His heart toward us. These four affections are the overarching motivation for all the actions He takes on behalf of His people and His work on the earth.

TO SAVE

The first chapters of Genesis tell us that mankind has been cut off from the person and presence of God by sin and is in need of salvation. Genesis 9:9-17 records the agreement God made with Noah. In this record God reveals His intention to win the world and all mankind back to Himself. Throughout the pages of the Old Testament, we see people trying old ways and inventing new ways to try to get back the unity with God that was lost in the Garden. On these same pages, God consistently shows Himself open and willing to forgive. “In Your lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed” (Exodus 15:13). God led the Hebrew children out of captivity in Egypt. He cared for them through the desert. He delivered them into the Promised Land and saved them from all their enemies. His heart toward His people has always been to save.

TO BLESS

Originally, God created a perfect garden and placed His creation of man and woman inside it. He blessed them by meeting their every need. Adam and Eve chose to rebel against God, but that doesn’t mean that God changed His desire to bless His people. In fact, just before God led the Israelites into the Promised Land, He told them, “But you shall serve the LORD your God, and He will bless your bread and your water; and…remove sickness from your midst” (Exodus 23:25). The same God who made and kept all His promises to Israel is still compelled to bless all who will follow Him.

TO STRENGTHEN

Joshua was Moses’ right-hand man, but he felt totally overwhelmed when God called him to take over the leadership of the Hebrew people after Moses died. So God told him, “Have 1 not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). God was compelled by His affections to strengthen Joshua for the task that he faced.

There is no challenge or a trial that we’ll ever have to face without the strength of God. He will always enable us to do whatever He calls us to do. He will never leave us in our weakness; His love for us will not allow Him to do that.

TO GUIDE

Even though the Hebrew people wandered in the wilderness for over forty years, they did so with God’s constant guidance. He set up a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to show them where to go. The reason God did this is recorded in Exodus 19:6, “You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This is a part of the agreement God made with Moses and the Hebrew people. His intention was to guide them into the destiny He had planned for them.

Doesn’t it seem strange that God would lead His people in a seemingly random path and call it “wandering”? The reason the Israelites wandered in the wilderness is the same reason we feel like we wander through life. We try to live life on our own terms and determine for ourselves which is the best path to take. It is so easy to get lost trying to make the most of life. In the process we miss life’s real meaning and purpose.

God, the author and giver of life, says, “I will give them a heart to know Me, for I am the LORD” (Jeremiah 24:7). God isn’t hiding from us. The reason we can’t seem to find Him is that we’re looking in all the wrong places. If we will just ask, He will give us a heart to know Him, and He will guide us to find Him in all His living reality. He promises to lead us and work on our behalf in order to see that His purposes come about in our lives.

HE IS PERFECTLY CONFIDENT IN HIS ABILITY

My purpose will be established. (Isaiah 46:10)

God isn’t nervous about getting His purpose accomplished. He is all-powerful and all-wise, but He doesn’t have to micromanage the entire cosmos. He is infinitely bigger than His purpose, and He is so confident that it will be accomplished that He is not threatened when something happens that is contrary to what He wants.

I was speaking to a large group of singles not long ago, trying to help them understand this truth about God. I asked them, “Was anyone here in a marriage to a control freak or a micromanager?” Quite a few raised their hands, so I asked this follow-up: Did you like it? One of the ladies in the back responded, “We’re here tonight, aren’t we?” The room erupted in laughter. I continued, “Then why would we want to assign this attribute to God?”

Control freaks and micromanagers are either insecure about their ability to pull off their purposes, or they’re insecure about the people they have entrusted those purposes to. God is neither.

Many people believe God is able to say confidently that His purposes will be established because His plans are written on a blueprint that cannot be changed. That’s the same as saying that God sets certain things in motion and nothing anyone does can turn back the tide. If everything in life is already set, why did God work so hard to get Israel to repent and return to Him? If God controls every detail, wouldn’t He have controlled the responses of His people too?

God could micromanage everything if He chose to, but that would demean His character and degrade His position. It takes a greater God to lead people who have the power of choice than it does to lead a world filled with robots.

Once we understand that God has no desire to micromanage us, we can finally trust Him and embrace His purpose and plan for our lives. We can give Him our trust, because we finally understand that He first gives us His trust. He does not put His will in competition with our will. He is not looking for subtle ways to manipulate us so we will see things His way. He will not throw a temper tantrum if we choose our own way over His. He loves us and wants us to accept His plans. But His confidence in the fulfillment of His purpose rests in His own ability to make it happen, not in our fickle commitment to follow Him.

HE IS POWERFULLY CREATIVE IN HIS APPROACH

Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. (Isaiah 46:11)

If God’s plans are indelibly printed and incapable of being changed, we potentially could make one too many wrong choices and get to the point where it’s impossible for God to bring us back in line with His purpose. Here’s the truth: God’s purpose never changes, but His plans to accomplish His purpose are completely flexible. He has more than one way to get something done.

When God sent Moses to Egypt to give Pharaoh the commandment, “Let My people go,” He really was waiting for Pharaoh’s response. If Pharaoh had agreed to let the Israelites go, Egypt would have avoided all the plagues. If he had let the people go after the frog plague, his country never would have experienced the infestation of gnats. If he had repented and let the people go after all the cattle died, the people wouldn’t have been infected with boils. There were ten plagues because of Pharaoh’s hard heart, not because God was following a script that would one day make a good movie.

What this account demonstrates is the creativity of God in the midst of human possibilities. God is powerfully creative in His approach to bringing about His purpose. There is more than one way for God to bring a dream to pass. You may have lost your job, or someone you love may have walked out of your life. No matter what has happened, it doesn’t spell the end of God’s ability to make it good. God is completely capable of taking leftovers and making a gourmet meal. He is never left without options. And He never leaves us hopeless.

You may be thinking, Yeah, but what I lost was God’s best, and now I’ll have to settle for something less. I’m not passing judgment; I’m just saying you’re wrong! God’s creativity is powerful and limitless. He never gives us second or third best. He always gives us His best. Life can throw us some pretty difficult curve balls, but even the most tragic events are no match for God’s powerful creative ability to make everything work to achieve His purpose.

I meet people all the time who truly believe that God’s plans are predetermined, like the levels in a PG-rated video game. They believe that if we want to follow God’s plan for our lives, we must go through all the necessary phases of each level before we can move on to the next one. It’s as if God is the game master with His hand on the cosmic joystick of our lives, gaining pleasure from making us navigate life’s complicated labyrinth. With a flick of the wrist, He puts us through experiences designed to teach us the skills that will be necessary for succeeding levels. In reality there is no set number of predetermined steps that must be taken before God can bring to pass the next phase in His purpose.

A pastor friend of mine told me this story about a couple in his church who was without an income for several months after the husband lost his job. The couple prayed for God’s leading and tried to live frugally on their savings; but after awhile, they were still without a job, and their money was running out.

As the wife was driving her car one day, she sensed God saying to her spirit, “Make blinds.” A few blocks down the road, she passed a new housing development, and she made the connection that all those houses would soon need blinds. She turned into the development, found the contractor, and asked if she could present a bid to make all the blinds he needed. The contractor agreed but said that he needed the bid the very next day.

The woman rushed home and shared with her husband what God had told her. That evening they researched everything they needed to prepare the bid, and the next morning she delivered it to the contractor. Their bid was chosen, and they began making the blinds. God’s creativity met their need.

HE IS PASSIONATELY COMMITED TO AUTHENTICITY

Listen to Me, you stubborn-minded. (Isaiah 46:12)

God sees everything just as it is. He is not fooled by the games we play or the labels we choose to put on things. In the verse immediately following the passage we quoted in Isaiah 46, God calls the Hebrew people what they really are: stubborn-minded. He is more concerned that His words are authentic than whether or not they might offend someone. He is so passionate about authenticity that anyone who desires to know Him must relate to Him authentically.

God is not afraid of our responses and reactions to Him. He is not put off when we come to Him with legitimate questions and concerns. He is completely capable of taking our frustration and anger in stride without losing control and lashing out at us. He is patient and willing to take the time to help us understand Him.

God is the most responsive being imaginable. He is totally willing and able to adjust His plans and His emotions toward us in any way our relationship with Him requires. This is not to say that God has manic-depressive tendencies. He never changes. He doesn’t have to. He is perfect in His character, and everything He does is consistent with that character. At the same time, He is authentic and responsive in His interactions with us. He understands and appreciates the things that make our life so real.

Life is full of possibilities, and those possibilities are a crucial part of the reality of life—even for God. Once we grab hold of this and believe it, we will more easily think of our lives in terms of what might be and what could happen. Then we can feel free to explore and pursue everything we could do and be in God rather than feel bound to the limited scope of a potential that was settled in eternity past.

We are created in God’s image, and as such we are thinkers, feelers; we have the power to choose between the possibilities of life. We are fully alive when we identify and embrace the possibilities and seize the adventure they present us.

Perhaps you feel that you’ve missed out on God’s purpose and plan for your life. You are well acquainted with a life that is limited and filled with disappointments. You crave the full and abundant life that Jesus promised but seem to always come up way short. You would like to discover how your life can be reenergized with hope and excitement. You want to know and understand God authentically rather than religiously.

You got on the right track when you picked up this book. The pages that follow are all about finding the life of Yes. They’re designed to help you discover God in such a fresh way that you also discover the infinite hope and unlimited possibilities He has waiting for you. My purpose in writing is to show you how much God wants you to live a life in complete agreement with Him—and just how far He is willing to go to make this life possible.
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