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PRELUDE


I was one of the fortunate ones. In school I had teachers who made the study of United States history interesting, if not downright fascinating! There were classes on the early European explorations of the New World and the first colonial settlements along the eastern seaboard; the Euro-American expansion westward across this vast continent and the resulting cultural collision between the newcomers and the indigenous Americans; the War for Independence against Britain; the Civil War between the North and South; the history of politics, legislation, and constitutional law; biological explorations of America; and the history of increasing mobility across the country and the impact that that mobility has had upon the use and abuse of the land and its resources.

For me, these and other academic studies were not merely dry, boring subjects from some irrelevant, distant, dust-gathering past. Rather, the events and people were given meaning through the quality of inspired teaching and through insights into the past’s relevance to the present and future course of this great nation.

Whether you also were fortunate enough or not to have had your interest in and appreciation of U.S. history sparked in school, I hope you will find this book a helpful and stimulating reference to the national historical parks. Most of all, my hope is that the descriptions on these pages will inspire you to learn more about our history by visiting many of these wonderful and priceless national treasures. Visits to these parks will offer you the opportunity to share in the enriching experience of U.S. history. Whether you are a lifelong citizen or an immigrant from another land, savoring some of these places will surely light the flame of fascination and appreciation for the people and events that have led to the America of today—people and events that have influenced the lives of us all.

Each of the approximately two hundred historical units of the National Park System has some fascinating story to tell—many of them are happy stories, while others reveal tragic aspects of American history. I have personally derived enormous pleasure from visiting many of the units of the National Park System that commemorate significant people and events of our past. Among the most meaningful and memorable experiences have been my visits to the following:

• The Statue of Liberty and the immigration museum on nearby Ellis Island, which I visited with a very dear friend who is herself an immigrant. I felt her own deep emotional response to this national monument honoring all immigrants in U.S. history. From her I gained insight into the meaning of the courage and effort it takes to come to America in the hope of achieving, through hard work and commitment, a better life and enhanced opportunities for happiness and success. I sensed, even more than previously, a profoundly deep feeling that the freedoms, privileges, responsibilities, and quality of life that most Americans enjoy must never be taken for granted. The sacrifices and risks that so many immigrants have been and continue to be willing to take are what has helped make this nation great. It is the immigrant’s courage that has helped immensely to create the rich and enriching ethnic and cultural diversity of American society. This diversity has helped produce a unique and ever-strengthening national unity and cultural richness unknown anywhere else in the world.

• The site of Jamestown, on scenically beautiful Jamestown Island on Virginia’s tidewater James River, is where I visualized something of the awesome sacrifice and bitter hardships faced by those early colonists from England. Had not those and other early settlers been willing to risk all, including their very lives, what would our nation have ever become? This part of Colonial National Historical Park is a place to seriously contemplate the past.

• Valley Forge, where General George Washington and his weary troops wintered over, weighed down with the feeling that they and other American soldiers were inadequately equipped and poorly prepared to defeat the British troops in the Revolutionary War and win independence for the American colonies. What if those feelings, those fears had proved correct? Or fearing defeat, suppose those soldiers had just given up—where would we be today? A place like this makes you stop and think about the courage it took for the soldiers to do their best to fight for the cause they believed in—ultimate victory over the redcoats that would allow the United States of America to be born and grow as an independent nation.

• Independence National Historical Park prominently features Independence Hall, in which the Declaration of Independence was adopted and the stars-and-stripes design of the United States flag was chosen. Here, as well, the U.S. Constitution was hammered out by the members of the Constitutional Convention “to form a more perfect Union.” To walk through this steepled, red-brick building and realize what all has occurred within its hallowed walls is an awesome experience!

• The Chesapeake & Ohio Canal, extending over 180 miles from Washington, D.C., to Cumberland, Maryland, is a major example of this country’s nineteenth-century canal-building era. For today’s visitors, this former commercial transportation corridor offers exceptional recreational opportunities, such as delightful canoeing and mule-towed boat tours on the canal, and hiking and bicycling along the towpath. Of my many hikes in the vicinity of Great Falls, I’ve most enjoyed springtime, when the rich Potomac River bottomland forest has been filled with a concert of bird songs.

• Civil War battlefields, such as Manassas and Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania, in Virginia; and Gettysburg, in Pennsylvania, where in the peacefulness and beauty of today’s pastoral landscapes, it is a challenge to visualize the horrendous fighting, human suffering, and dying that once occurred in these and so many other bitterly contested places. At one forest-bordered meadow, where there had been a terrible slaughtering of both Union and Confederate soldiers, the tranquillity that I was privileged to enjoy was broken, not by the sounds of warfare, but by the clear, sweet notes of a bobwhite quail calling from a hedgerow nearby. Hearing that beautiful bird in this once blood-stained and war-shattered place made me realize even more what a miracle it was that the beauty of this Virginia countryside and other Civil War battlefields has been healed. And what an even greater miracle it was that our bitterly divided nation was reunited after all the hateful killing finally came to an end. Experiences like this can make you think thankfully about our United States of America.

• The majestic Lincoln Memorial, overlooking the Potomac River in Washington, D.C., honors the life and accomplishments of the 16th President of the United States, Abraham Lincoln. This inspiring columned place, with its large statue of Lincoln seated, has long been the site of peaceful civil rights and other demonstrations, including Martin Luther King, Jr.’s, “I Have a Dream” speech in 1963.

• The enormous sculpted heads of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt at Mount Rushmore, in the pine-covered Black Hills of South Dakota, is a sight that cannot help but inspire the viewer. It is a mystery how the sculptor and his stone carvers figured out the precisely calculated proportions and measurements, so that from any angle and in any lighting, the four sculptures look just right.

• El Morro is a spectacular, ponderosa pine-framed sandstone bluff in western New Mexico, where it is fascinating to see ancient Indian petroglyphs and historic Spanish and American inscriptions that were carved into the rock by early travelers passing by this great landmark.

• Pecos and Salinas Pueblo Missions, in New Mexico, are the sites of Pueblo Indian villages at which seventeenth-century pioneering Spaniards built Franciscan mission churches in an effort to establish Christianity among the indigenous peoples of this frontier region of the New World. An aura of mystery seems to pervade the ruins of these now long-abandoned villages that were once bustling with the activities of their people and filled with the laughter of little children; and church edifices that were once filled with the sounds of organ music, singing, and prayers.

• Fort Davis, in the scenic Davis Mountains of West Texas, and the ruins of Fort Union, in New Mexico, were two of many nineteenth-century U.S. military forts established across the Great Plains and the West. These military outposts were positioned to help protect the rapidly growing numbers of Euro-American travelers and settlers from attack by Indians. These are good places to contemplate how this influx led to fear-fueled uprisings and raids by many of those native peoples, who foresaw the loss of their vast traditional hunting grounds and an end to their ancient way of life.

• Fort Point is an excellent example of nineteenth-century coastal defense fortifications. Built to help protect San Francisco, California, from attack by foreign warships, it is a fabulous place from which to view the mouth of San Francisco Bay and the comings and goings of ships, with the mighty Golden Gate Bridge directly overhead and spanning across to the headlands of Marin.

• Pu‘uhonua o Honaunau is one of three parks on the west coast of the Big Island of Hawai‘i established to help perpetuate the rich traditional culture of the native Hawaiian people. This tranquil and delightful palm-shaded place by the sea was a refuge for persons who had broken ancient and sacred taboos. Sitting by a pond beneath the tall coconut palms, I found this magical place to be still a tranquil and beautiful refuge for contemplative thought and healing inspiration.

If you really want to feel some of the historical heartbeat of the United States of America, I cannot urge you too strongly to go out and savor some of these national historic parks and sites. For me, the research and writing of this tome has been entirely a labor of love that has given me a major shot of patriotic adrenaline.

—Russ Butcher
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INTRODUCTION


PAUL C. PRITCHARD

Former President, National Parks and Conservation Association

America’s “crown jewels”—Yellowstone and Yosemite, for example—all but define the National Park System for many visitors, while the cultural sites included among the system’s 374 units are often overlooked or misunderstood.

Longevity is partly responsible. In the earliest days of the system, most parks singled out for inclusion were areas with spectacular landscapes, examples of the primeval New World. It was only later that we came to realize that historic sites—places where events significant to the nation’s development occurred—were an equally important part of America’s heritage.

While the natural parks and monuments represent nature’s superlatives—the tallest, the largest, the deepest—the cultural parks represent a part of who we are. This is a nation whose historical events began long before Christopher Columbus, evolving in waves of human endeavor over many centuries. The cultural parks celebrate America’s discovery, settlement, and expansion. They commemorate the Civil War and wars with Mexico and the Indians. They celebrate U.S. presidents and the contributions of women, African Americans, musicians, artists, writers, and inventors, as well as the influence of technology and industry.

Cultural sites are important to our understanding of our nation today and how we’ve arrived at this point. And by the same token, Russ Butcher’s Exploring Our National Historic Parks and Sites is an important and original assessment of the cultural resources within the National Park System. There is nothing comparable to this work. There are homogenized documents that try to compress all sorts of facts into totally neutral statements about what the visitor will find at our cultural sites, and there are others that document the temperature or the routes of access or similar logistics about the sites—but there’s nothing else with heart.

This tome is a companion to one that was first published fifty years ago and authored by Devereux Butcher, Russ’s father. Since that time, Exploring Our National Parks and Monuments has been updated and reissued nine times—with the latest edition revised by Russ Butcher himself.

Like his father, who served as executive director of the National Parks Association (today known as the National Parks and Conservation Association) and as its first magazine editor, Russ also has a long and distinguished affiliation with NPCA and the national parks. America is lucky to cultivate individuals who devote their lives to a public purpose and who inspire in their children that same commitment.

We should be grateful, too, for Russ’s important contribution to our understanding of our premier cultural sites and the rich national heritage of which we are stewards.


-------


PART 1


-------

PARKS CELEBRATING AMERICA’S DISCOVERY, SETTLEMENT, EXPANSION, AND GROWTH AS A NATION
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ALLEGHENY PORTAGE RAILROAD NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE


ALLEGHENY PORTAGE RAILROAD NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, consisting of 1,500 acres in the Allegheny Mountains of west-central Pennsylvania, was established in 1964 to protect and interpret the remains of an unusual passenger and freight railroad portage that was completed in 1834. This ingenious device connected two major stretches of the Pennsylvania Main Line Canal and slashed travel time between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh from over three weeks to only four days.

A series of five rail incline planes stair-stepped up each side of the Allegheny Mountain Range, climbing over 1,000 feet. Initially, passengers and freight were transferred from canal boats to railroad cars. The system was soon simplified by the creation of sectionalized boats that were floated onto flatbed railroad cars. Passengers and freight no longer had to be transferred, but remained on the packet-boat sections for the entire canal-and-railroad trip.

As the National Park Service says:

[The boat’s sections] were hauled from the water by stationary steam engines, then pulled by locomotives at about 15 mph over the long grade to the first incline. In a small shed at the foot of the incline, workers hitched three cars at a time, each with a load averaging 7,000 pounds, to the continuous cable that moved over rollers between the rails. This cable was pulled at about 4 mph by a stationary steam engine beneath a large shed at the top of the incline.

During the portage’s busiest periods, six trains an hour were pulled up each incline. When possible, the operators used cars descending on the other track to counterbalance those ascending, lessening the strain on the engines.

Five of these inclines carried the cars to the summit. On the near-level grades between inclines, the cars were drawn by horses or locomotives. . . . Upon reaching the Johnstown canal basin [to the west], the boat sections were eased into the water, reassembled, and floated down the canal’s Western Division to Pittsburgh. In 6 hours, the boats had traveled 36 miles, ascended 1,398 feet, and descended 1,172.

While the portage was a clever invention, it was plagued with problems. Steam-engine boilers exploded from time to time, and the hemp rope would sometimes break. The latter difficulty was resolved when “wire rope” cable was installed.

Near the crest of the mountain is the Lemon House, built in the early 1830s as a tavern that offered refreshments for railroad passengers. Among other historic structures in the park are Skew Arch Bridge that was built as a wagon road over the railroad; 901-foot-long Staple Bend Tunnel—the first railroad tunnel in the United States; engine house #6 foundation, covered with an exhibit shelter containing a full-scale model of a stationary steam engine; a stone quarry used for railroad construction; railroad bed inclines 6, 8, 9, and 10; and stone sleepers, early railroad ties. The portage was made obsolete by completion of the Pennsylvania Railroad’s main line across the state in 1854, and was abandoned in 1857.

The site’s visitor center provides interpretive exhibits, a 20-minute introductory movie, a full-scale model of a steam locomotive used on the railroad, and publications. Living-history demonstrations and other interpretive programs are offered during the summer months. Interpretive boardwalks and trails lead from the vicinity of the visitor center and Lemon House. There are no camping facilities in the national historic site, but a picnic area is provided approximately 1.5 miles from the visitor center which can be accessed by hiking or by vehicle. Lodging and meals are available in Hollidaysburg, Duncansville, Ebensburg, Altoona, and elsewhere in the region; and meals are available also in Cresson and Gallitzin.

IF YOU GO: Access to the site is by way of the Gallitzin exit from U.S. Route 22, 12 miles west of Altoona or one mile east of Cresson. Further information: Superintendent, P.O. Box 189, Cresson, PA 16630. Telephone (814) 886-6150.



ARKANSAS POST NATIONAL MEMORIAL


ARKANSAS POST NATIONAL MEMORIAL comprises 389 acres on the banks of the Arkansas River in southeastern Arkansas. It was established in 1964 to commemorate events that occurred in or near the national memorial, spanning nearly three centuries. It also commemorates all those people of many nationalities and cultures who endured enormous hardships and even sacrificed their lives in the settlement and early development of lands that were or subsequently became part of the United States of America.

France had claimed a vast region of North America, and in the 1680s entrusted to Parisian Henri de Tonti the task of establishing frontier trading posts and settlements in a wide area of the lower Mississippi River valley. This colonization and commercial development was intended to give validity to France’s grand scheme of controlling the resources-rich empire that stretched westward from the Appalachian Mountains, and from French Canada south to the Gulf of Mexico.

In 1686, de Tonti dispatched six of his men to begin construction of a fur-trading post near the Quapaw Indian village of Osotouy, about 18 river miles upstream from the Arkansas River’s junction with the Mississippi. They built a small house of cedar logs and roofed it over with bark. But this tiny frontier outpost was not to become the successful settlement de Tonti had envisioned. The European market for furs had become saturated, causing prices to tumble and leading France to ban fur trading south of Canada. Consequently, by 1700 his dream was dead and his fledgling Poste de Arkansea (or Akansea) may even have been abandoned.

By the 1720s, however, France’s interest in the vast Louisiana empire was rekindled. A Scottish entrepreneur, John Law, was given the charter to colonize the region. For his own personal investment, he chose a site near the former Arkansas Post, which was strategically located about midway between newly founded New Orleans to the south, and a French fort and settlements in the Illinois country to the north.

Law brought nearly 50 French immigrants to his Arkansas colony, and rustic pavilions, cabins, and storehouses were quickly built. A visitor, in 1722, observed that “everything seemed to promise that it would soon become flourishing.” Simultaneously, a small military garrison was established about three miles southeast of the colony, near the junction of the rivers. But Law’s financial empire suddenly collapsed, leaving his Arkansas colony to struggle on its own. By 1723, only 20 residents remained. The garrison stayed on for several years to help maintain the French alliance with the friendly Quapaw Indians, but it departed when a Roman Catholic Jesuit priest briefly took over the leadership of the remnant community.

As French supply boats plied up and down the Mississippi and as the English and French became increasingly hostile toward each other over claims to the vast interior of North America, the French decided to establish a stronger military presence at Arkansas Post. In 1732, a small fort was built at the site of de Tonti’s post, while a number of French fur traders settled nearby. In 1749, the warring Chickasaw Indians, prompted by their English allies, raided and burned down the Arkansas Post village. Shortly after this setback, and further discouraged by a major change in the course of the Arkansas River, the French moved the post in 1751 to a place about 40 river miles upstream from the Arkansas’ junction with the Mississippi—a site that is at today’s national memorial. The new location was called Ecores Rouges (Red Bluffs).

To provide a stronger defense against Indian raids, a larger fort was built, with a garrison of 40 men. A dozen or so houses and other buildings were enclosed by a high picket stockade, within which were the officers’ quarters, barracks, storeroom, chaplain’s quarters, chapel, hospital, bakery, powder magazine, and jail. The village nearby housed some 30 Frenchmen and a dozen or so slaves. Almost as soon as the fortified settlement was completed, however, it was abandoned. Arkansas Post was again relocated, this time to a site only six miles from the mouth of the Arkansas, with a 60-man garrison to help protect French boat traffic on the Mississippi.

In 1762, after being defeated by the British in the French and Indian War, France surrendered to Britain all the lands east of the Mississippi, while ceding to Spain its Louisiana Territory west of the great river. The Spanish flag was raised over Arkansas Post in 1770 and the fort was renamed Fort Carlos III, in honor of the king of Spain.

The newest location of the post was unfortuitous, as it was annually hit with often disastrous flooding by the river. Consequently, in 1779, the post was once again moved back upriver to the vicinity of the present national memorial. Here the fur-trading enterprise became more successful than it had ever been under the French. The pelts and hides of many species of fur-bearing mammals, such as beaver, otter, mink, marten, raccoon, fox, bear, deer, and buffalo (bison), were exchanged by the Quapaws and other trappers for such items as traps, rifles, powder, flints, knives, scissors, axes, articles of clothing, cloth, wool ribbon, and beads.

The American Revolution reached briefly westward to the Mississippi River valley. In 1783, a 100-man force of British soldiers, American renegades, Chickasaw Indians, and black partisans, retaliating against Spain’s support of the American colonists in their push for independence from Britain, crept up on the post under the cover of darkness and attacked the village. Although they were unsuccessful in breaking through the fort’s defenses, they succeeded in carrying off a number of village residents. A rescue party of a hundred Quapaw warriors chased after the attackers, encircled them, and forced the release of most of the hostages.

Following this attack, the fort was gradually destroyed by the river’s steady erosion of the Ecores Rouges site. A new and stronger fortification, renamed Fort San Esteban, with a 50-man garrison, was established in the 1790s to protect the adjacent Arkansas Post village that consisted of more than 100 residents and roughly 30 houses. With the new fort, the residents felt more secure in the face of persistent aggressions by the Osage Indians.

In 1800, following the French Revolution, France succeeded in forcing Spain to return the Louisiana Territory. But then France suddenly found itself strapped for cash. In 1803 it sold the vast Louisiana Territory (extending from the Mississippi to the Rocky Mountains and from the northern edge of Texas to Canada) to the United States for $15 million. The fort on the bluffs overlooking the Arkansas was officially handed over to U.S. officials in 1804 and renamed Fort Madison, honoring the Secretary of State, James Madison. At this time, Arkansas Post consisted of about 120 residents. In 1812, the 16-man U.S. garrison departed and the fort was allowed to fall into ruin. No trace remains of it because of the river’s steady erosion of the bluffs.

Arkansas Post next developed into an American frontier fur-trading settlement, complete with a U.S. government fur-processing factory. This facility was so poorly managed that it operated for only five years. But by 1810, Arkansas Post had grown to nearly 900 residents and about 20 houses. In 1819, the Arkansas Territory was established by the U.S. Congress, and Arkansas Post became the territorial capital. The town’s population mushroomed. Some large homes and important businesses were built. A newspaper, the Arkansas Gazette, was founded. A real estate boom took off, fueled by lots of land speculators.

In just two years, however, the territorial capital was moved from Arkansas Post to the higher elevation and more central location at Little Rock. Following this setback, Arkansas Post next became a major center for cotton production on rich lands formerly occupied by the Quapaw Indians, and a key cotton-shipping port on the Arkansas River with the arrival of the steamboat. Arkansas entered the Union as the 25th state in 1836.

In 1861, at the start of the Civil War, Arkansas followed other southern states by seceding from the United States and joining the Confederacy. A Confederate fortification, Fort Hindman, was built at Arkansas Post, with a 5,000-man garrison to defend it. In January 1863, however, a 30,000-man Union force came upriver, backed by a fleet of three iron-clad gunboats, four boiler-plated “tinclads,” and two other gunboats. This flotilla unleashed a tremendous bombardment that overwhelmed the Confederate defenders, hammered the fort, and damaged or destroyed most of the town’s buildings. What remained of the fort and much of the town subsequently disappeared beneath the ever-shifting course of the river.

In 1929, Arkansas Post became a 21-acre state park honoring the site of the founding of Arkansas. Today, the national memorial continues to protect and interpret the history and historical remains of this important site.

The memorial also contains a rich variety of Arkansas alluvial habitats, from bottomland deciduous forest to wetlands along Post Bayou. Unfortunately, much of the original wetlands has been sacrificed to efforts at riverbank stabilization and to the Arkansas River Navigation Project.

Among the dominant trees are sweetgum; nine species of oaks—most notably southern red, cherrybark, blackjack, post, willow, and water; eastern red cedar; several kinds of elms; loblolly pine; a species of hackberry called sugarberry; bald cypress; American sycamore; eastern cottonwood; honeylocust; pecan; water, bitternut, and mockernut hickories; and scattered bush palmettos, flowering dogwoods, and redbuds. Other plants include boneset, goldenrods, ironweed, rose mallow, wood sorrel, Mayapple, spring beauty, bluet, violets, cattail, highbush blackberry, muscadine, southern dewberry, trumpet creeper, honeysuckle, cat briar, moonseed, supple jack, Virginia creeper, scuppernong, giant cane and other grasses, and the resurrection fern that grows on oak trees.

Mammals include whitetail deer, bobcats, coyotes, red foxes, armadillos, opossums, raccoons, gray and red squirrels, and an occasional mountain lion and black bear. Alligators also inhabit the area.

Of the many species of birds, there are anhingas; great blue and green-backed herons; wood ducks and many species of wintering waterfowl; ospreys; Mississippi kites; bald eagles; wild turkeys; bobwhite quail; barred and other owls; belted kingfishers; red-headed, red-bellied, pileated, and other woodpeckers; blue jays; Carolina chickadees; tufted titmice; Carolina, marsh, and other wrens; eastern bluebirds; a multitude of warblers including prothonotary, yellowthroat, and hooded; summer and scarlet tanagers; cardinals; indigo and painted buntings; redwings; meadowlarks; and orchard and northern orioles.

The memorial’s visitor center features exhibits, an interpretive film, and publications. Interpretive trails and paths wind through some of the natural habitats and lead past the sites and remains of historic points of interest. A nature trail leads around the tip of the peninsula that juts into the river; another path encircles Park Lake; and a primitive nature trail tracks along Post Bayou. The Park Service urges visitors to be alert for snakes and poison ivy, and to use insect repellent to discourage ticks and chiggers.

Two informative publications are The Arkansas Post Story, by Roger Coleman (Southwest Cultural Resources Center, Santa Fe, NM) and Colonial Arkansas 1686–1804: A Social and Cultural History, by Morris Arnold (University of Arkansas Press).

While camping is not allowed, the memorial does provide a picnic area. Lodging and meals are available in Dumas, Gillett, DeWitt, and other nearby communities.

IF YOU GO: Access to the memorial is 84 miles southeast of Little Rock, by way of U.S. Route 65 to Dumas, then 15 miles north on U.S. Route 165, and 2 miles east on State Route 169; or 6 miles south of Gillett on U.S. Route 165 and 2 miles east on State Route 169. Further information: Superintendent, Route 1, Box 16, Gillett, AR 72055. Telephone (501) 548-2207.



BENT’S OLD FORT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE


BENT’S OLD FORT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, comprising 800 acres on the Great Plains of southeastern Colorado, was established in 1960 to protect the site of an Anglo-American trading center. As the most important trading post on the Mountain Route of the Santa Fe Trail, the center carried on a profitable business from 1833–1849. It did business with Plains Indian tribes such as the Arapaho, Cheyenne, and Kiowa, as well as with Mexicans and American trappers and explorers.

William and Charles Bent and Ceran St. Vrain came west from Missouri. By 1833, they had selected this strategic location in the Arkansas River valley to set up their business under the name of Bent, St. Vrain and Company. The fort was set amid buffalo (bison) hunting grounds and was built as a fortified community measuring 180 feet long by 135 feet wide. It was surrounded by a thick, 15-foot-high adobe wall that was topped by gun turrets. Within its walls were over 30 rooms, including living quarters; trade rooms; workshops for carpenters and blacksmiths; a council room for meetings with the Indians; warehouses; and a corral and plaza.
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Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site, southeastern Colorado [NPS]

Because William Bent proved adept at negotiating trades with the Indians, Mexicans, and American trappers, he became the fort’s manager. In 1837, he married a Cheyenne Indian, Owl Woman.

Charles Bent devoted much of his time to buying trips to and from St. Louis, Missouri, where he obtained merchandise for the fort and for company stores in Santa Fe and Taos, New Mexico. St. Vrain helped manage the Santa Fe business and traded for Navajo blankets and Mexican merchandise for trade at the fort. Bent’s Fort did a big business in trading merchandise from St. Louis and Santa Fe for buffalo robes brought by the Plains Indians. The Indians, in return, received such items as horses, firearms, kettles and knives, tobacco, and cloth.

But Bent’s Fort, for all its success, was more than a commercial trading center. It also served as a cultural meeting place—as neutral ground where problems between the various Indian tribes or between Indians and Anglos could be discussed and solutions negotiated.

In 1846, U.S. General Stephen W. Kearny’s Army of the West used Bent’s Fort as an advance base from which to launch a successful invasion and takeover of New Mexico during the war with Mexico. Charles Bent was named the first United States governor of New Mexico, while William Bent continued for a short time with the Indian trade at the fort. As a result of a decline in trading due to an epidemic of cholera, William finally gave up in 1849. The fort was partially blown up and he may have deliberately tried to destroy it on his way out. He subsequently constructed a new trading post 40 miles farther down the Arkansas River valley.

In 1975, the National Park Service began the careful reconstruction of the old fort, aided by archaeological research, historical drawings, and diary descriptions. The national historic site offers an interpretive video, publications, and a gift shop, where visitors can purchase authentic trade items. There are regularly scheduled tours and living-history demonstrations throughout the summer. Picnicking is permitted, but camping is not. The site is open daily, except on Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.

IF YOU GO: Lodging and meals are available in La Junta and Las Animas, as well as in Pueblo and Trinidad. Access is by way of various highways crisscrossing southeastern Colorado, including southeast from I-25 at Pueblo on U.S. Route 50 to La Junta, then eight miles east on State Route 194; or northeast from I-25 at Trinidad on U.S. Route 350 to La Junta and eight miles east on Route 194. Further information: Superintendent, 35110 Highway 194, La Junta, CO 81050. Telephone (719) 384-2596.



BOSTON NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK


BOSTON NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK consists of 41 acres in 16 sites in Boston and Charlestown, Massachusetts. It was established in 1974 to protect, interpret, and focus national attention on significant places and the events that helped to spur the American colonies toward independence from Britain. Most of the properties are linked by the 2.5-mile Freedom Trail (a national recreation trail), which runs from an information kiosk on Boston Common through downtown Boston, across Charlestown Bridge, and loops through Charlestown.

Among the park sites are the following:

Faneuil Hall (below Government Center, near the intersection of Congress and North streets) is owned by the City of Boston and jointly managed by the city and the National Park Service. It is referred to as the “Cradle of Liberty,” because town meetings that were held here included those opposing oppressive British taxation—notably the Sugar Tax of 1764 and the Stamp Act of 1765. These debates were reported throughout the American colonies and helped unify public opinion in favor of American independence.

Built by wealthy merchant Peter Faneuil, the red brick hall was constructed in 1742 to provide space for market stalls, town meetings, and other public functions. After a fire in 1761, the building was rebuilt, and it was this structure in which the debates over Britain’s abusive taxation were held. In 1805, the hall was enlarged to accommodate the growing needs of the city. The famous architect of the time, Charles Bulfinch, expanded the height and width of the structure without altering its exterior architectural style.

In subsequent years, other national topics were debated here, including slavery, temperance, and women’s suffrage. Since a major renovation in the 1970s, the second floor has continued as an important public meeting center, while a marketplace occupies the ground floor.
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USS Constitution, Boston National Historical Park [David Muench]

Old South Meeting House (at 310 Washington Street) was built as a Congregational church in 1729. Because it was the largest structure in colonial Boston, it was sometimes used for public meetings that were too large for Faneuil Hall. The most significant of those was the gathering of 5,000 irate Bostonians, on December 16, 1773, to discuss the British tax on imported tea. Following this stormy meeting, a group of colonists dressed as Indians walked down to Boston Harbor, boarded the three British cargo ships, and dumped 400 crates of tea overboard. In retaliation for the “Boston Tea Party,” Britain shut down the Port of Boston, and thus brought the American colonies sharply closer to their unified desire for independence.

The Old South Association, a private organization, is protecting the building, sponsoring interpretive exhibits and programs, and holding special events that carry on the American tradition of promoting the freedom of speech.

Old State House (at 206 Washington Street) dates from 1713 and housed the seat of the Massachusetts Bay Colony’s government, as well as municipal and county governmental offices. So important was this oldest public building in Boston to colonial politics and philosophy, that it has been called the most important public building in colonial America. It was here, in 1761, that lawyer James Otis, who campaigned against “taxation without representation,” spoke out eloquently and forcefully against the British policy of issuing search warrants—just on suspicion of hiding smuggled merchandise—without enumerating specific charges against persons accused. As John Adams described Otis’ speech:

Otis was a flame of fire. Then and there was the first scene of the first act of opposition to the arbitrary claims of Great Britain. Then and there the child Independence was born.

In the Old State House’s Representatives Hall, the Massachusetts Assembly started debating colonial rights, that ultimately led to the colonies’ rebellion and war for independence from Britain. Following independence, this building continued to serve as the seat of Massachusetts government, until the new, gold-domed state house was erected in 1798. Today, the historic building is maintained by the city in cooperation with the National Park Service, and it houses an informative museum of the history of Boston, sponsored by the Bostonian Society.

Paul Revere House (at 19 North Square, in Boston’s North End) is the oldest house in the city, dating from around 1680. While Paul Revere lived here in the late 1700s, he participated in the Boston Tea Party. On April 18, 1775, he made his historic horseback ride, to carry the warning to American patriots in Lexington and Concord that the British troops were rushing from Boston to seize weapons and ammunition hidden in Concord. The early colonial urban-style house was rescued from threatened demolition and restored by the Paul Revere Memorial Association in 1908. It is open to visitors daily.

Old North Church (at 193 State Street) was made famous when Paul Revere instructed the church’s sexton to place two lanterns from the 190-foot-tall steeple to warn American patriots in Charlestown that British troops were heading from Boston out to Concord, crossing by boat. Today’s steeple is a replica of the original, which was knocked down in a hurricane in 1804, the replacement of which was also toppled in a hurricane in 1954.

Bunker Hill Monument (in Monument Square, bounded by High and Bartlett streets in Charlestown) is a 220-foot-tall granite obelisk rising from the top of Breed’s Hill. It celebrates the valor of Americans in their first significant military confrontation with British soldiers in the War for Independence (the American Revolution), on June 17, 1775. The building at the monument’s base provides exhibits of the fierce slaughter, in which the redcoats succeeded in capturing the hill and driving off the patriots. However, they suffered nearly 50 percent casualties of their 2,200-man force at the hands of the first American colonial army. Visitors today may climb the 294 steps of the monument to view the surrounding city.

Charlestown Navy Yard, dating from 1800, built and serviced U.S. naval ships for many years, climaxing during World War II. The historic frigate, the USS Constitution, is docked here for public viewing. This beautiful sailing ship fought against the Barbary pirates and was engaged in the War of 1812 against the British navy. Nearby, the USS Constitution Museum interprets the history of “Old Ironsides” and other naval history. Also berthed close by is the destroyer, the USS Cassin Young, built and active during World War II. The 30-acre Navy Yard complex administered by the National Park Service includes other structures, notably the Commandant’s House, the beautiful mansion that dates from 1805.

IF YOU GO: Park visitor centers are located at 15 State Street (across from the Old State House), in downtown Boston; and adjacent to Dry Dock #1, near the USS Constitution, in Charlestown. Walking the entire Freedom Trail from Boston Common to Bunker Hill Monument may take visitors most of a day or parts of more than one day. A red line on the pavement leads the way through most of the distance in either direction. Visitors driving into the Boston area are advised to avoid bringing their cars into the congested downtown city center. Instead, take public transportation, or follow signs from U.S. Route 93 to the Charlestown Navy Yard and walk or take public transit from there.

Lodging and meals are abundantly available in and around Boston. The Park Service offers interpretive walking tours of the downtown stretch of the Freedom Trail from mid-April through November; and there are daily interpretive talks at Faneuil Hall and Bunker Hill Monument, as well as tours of the World War II destroyer USS Cassin Young. The U.S. Navy offers daily tours of the Constitution. The park is closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. Further park information: Superintendent, Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston, MA 02129. Telephone (617) 242-5601.



CABRILLO NATIONAL MONUMENT


CABRILLO NATIONAL MONUMENT, comprising 144 acres, was established in 1913 to celebrate the first European landing on the west coast of what became the United States, by Portuguese shipbuilder and navigator Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, in 1542. (Some historians believe Cabrillo’s name was actually Portuguese—João Rodrigues Cabrilho, while others claim he was born in Spain.) The national monument protects part of Point Loma—a 422-foot-high, coastal sage scrub-covered headland at the mouth of San Diego Bay in Southern California.

Exploring under license of the King of Spain, Cabrillo’s historic expedition, up the west coast of North America, began in Navidad, Mexico, on June 27, 1542. Sailing in three ships—the flagship 100-foot-long galleon San Salvador, the smaller Victoria, and a brigantine, the San Miguel—the expedition of over 200 men proceeded up the coast of Baja California, first pausing at Cabo San Lucas at the tip of the Baja peninsula, and then sailing 15 to 20 miles each day. Sixty-two days after setting forth, the ships arrived on September 28 at a harbor that Cabrillo called San Miguel (subsequently renamed San Diego Bay) where they remained for six days. While there, the explorers encountered a few Indians, some of whom were wearing wild-animal furs.

From the sheltered bay, the sailing ships continued north, landing at San Miguel Island, which is now within Channel Islands National Park. There, Cabrillo seriously injured himself in a fall. On the expedition’s return to the island, after sailing north to near San Francisco Bay, Cabrillo died. The ships were left under the command of Cabrillo’s pilot, Bartolomé Ferrer (or Ferrelo), who then sailed northward again as far as Oregon, before returning to Navidad in April 1543.

In 1602, Spanish explorer Sebastián Vizcaino visited San Diego Bay, changing its name from Cabrillo’s “San Miguel” to San Diego. Vizcaino urged Spain to use this sheltered harbor as a major port for Spanish galleons crossing the Pacific Ocean from the Philippines, but his suggestion was ignored.

Nearly two centuries after Vizcaino’s expedition, the Spaniards finally built a small fortification, Fort Guijarros, on Ballast Point along the eastern shore of Point Loma. The only military engagements occurred with the firing of shots in 1803 against the American ship Leila Byrd, following a failed attempt to impound the ship and arrest its crew, and in 1828 with the firing of the fort’s guns at another American ship, the Franklin.

In the early 1800s, San Diego Bay became an increasingly popular harbor for maritime trade. After California became a state of the United States in 1850, whaling became a major pursuit and a key whaling station for the processing of whale oil was established on Point Loma. The slaughter of the Pacific gray whale, however, decimated its population and came close to wiping out the species. Fortunately, its numbers have increased. Today, thousands of these great mammals, measuring up to 40 feet long and weighing up to 40 tons, pass by Point Loma on their 12,000-mile round-trip migrations between their summer feeding grounds in the Bering and Chukchi seas off Alaska, and their winter calving habitat in Baja California lagoons.

The most prominent historic landmark in the national monument is the restored and refurbished, white-washed brick-and-sandstone Old Point Loma Lighthouse. The structure is a simple Cape Cod-style house, measuring about 30 feet long by 20 feet wide, with 22-inch thick outer stone walls. The light tower rises 15 feet from the center of the two-pitch roof of the house. A narrow spiral staircase leads up to the light. The structure was completed in 1855 as one of eight original lighthouses built along the West Coast. These buildings were erected in response to rapidly increasing numbers of sailing ships from the East Coast and elsewhere drawn by California’s Gold Rush, sparked in 1848 by the discovery of gold near Sacramento.

The lighthouse was in use for only 35 years. At its lofty perch atop Point Loma, the light was sometimes obscured by low clouds and coastal fog. Consequently, in 1891 the old lighthouse was abandoned and fell into disrepair, and a light station close to sea level became the new beacon of safety for mariners.

The national monument was initially only a quarter-acre of land immediately around the old lighthouse and was under the jurisdiction of the War Department. In 1933, it was finally transferred to the National Park Service, and the crumbling lighthouse was carefully rehabilitated over the next two years. From 1941–1946, the monument was closed to public access so that the old lighthouse could serve as a signal tower verifying the identity of military ships during World War II. In late 1995, the lighthouse was refurbished with 1870s and 1880s reproductions to accurately depict this era. In 1959 and 1974, the national monument was expanded to its present acreage.

A 14-foot-tall sandstone statue of Cabrillo, carved by Portuguese sculptor Alvaro DeBree in 1939, stands near the visitor center. It was actually commissioned for the 1939 World’s Fair in San Francisco, but was delivered late. A controversy then ensued between the governor of California and San Diego’s State Senator Ed Fletcher over where the statue should be erected—either in Oakland or San Diego. Fletcher’s persistence resulted in its being brought to Point Loma in 1949, as an appropriate celebration of Cabrillo’s historic voyage.
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1855 lighthouse, Cabrillo National Monument, San Diego, California [Russ Butcher]

Another of the attractions at the national monument is the opportunity to view the migrating gray whales, from late December through February, on their way south to the calving lagoons in Mexico. Tidepools on Point Loma’s outer rocky shore provide a glimpse of the ecologically rich intertidal life—such things as seastars, crabs, limpets, sculpin, anemones, and nudi-branches. Much of the monument supports the native coastal sage-scrub habitat. The Bayside Trail winds through some of the latter, affording great panoramas of San Diego Bay, with sailboats, whale-watching and deep-sea fishing excursions, and U.S. naval ships passing by.

Three especially interesting publications are Cabrillo National Monument, by Joseph E. Brown (1981); The Old Point Loma Lighthouse, by F. Ross Holland (1978); and A Harbor Worth Defending, by Barry A. Joyce (1996).

IF YOU GO: The national monument offers guided and self-guided walks, tours of the old lighthouse, and interpretive exhibits, programs, and publications. During the whale-watching months, special programs are offered on the whales. Lots of lodging and restaurants are available in San Diego. Access from the I-5/I-8 freeway junction is by way of Rosecrans Street, right onto Cañon Street, and left onto Catalina to the monument entrance. Further information: Superintendent, 1800 Cabrillo Memorial Dr., San Diego, CA 92106. Telephone (619) 557-5450.



CASTILLO DE SAN MARCOS NATIONAL MONUMENT


CASTILLO DE SAN MARCOS NATIONAL MONUMENT, comprising 20 acres at St. Augustine, in northeastern Florida, was initially established in 1924 as Fort Marion National Monument. Then under the War Department, it was transferred to the National Park Service in 1933, and given its present name in 1942. It protects and interprets a major Spanish colonial fort that was begun in 1672.

For many years, Castillo de San Marcos was the northernmost military outpost of the widespread Spanish empire in the western hemisphere. It successfully guarded Spain’s hotly contested territory along what is now the coast of Florida, Georgia, and the Carolinas, from its main colonial rival—England. It remains the best example of Spanish colonial fortification architecture in the United States.

In 1564, France had established a small fortified colonial settlement called Fort Caroline (see Fort Caroline National Monument), about 30 miles to the north of Castillo de San Marcos, on the banks of the St. John River. The following year, a Spanish military expedition that had set up a base at St. Augustine was initially unsuccessful in trying to seize the French outpost. But a hurricane wrecked a fleet of French warships that had sailed from Fort Caroline to attack the newly founded Spanish settlement. This setback enabled the Spaniards to successfully attack both Fort Caroline to the north and the survivors of the shipwrecked fleet to the south. Most of the French at both places were killed, and the latter place was named Matanzas for the slaughter of between 200 and 300 Frenchmen (see Fort Matanzas National Monument).

This Spanish triumph ended France’s threat to this region of North America. But in 1586, an English force under the command of Sir Francis Drake burned St. Augustine. With the founding of Jamestown in Virginia in 1607 (see Colonial National Historical Park), the attack on St. Augustine by English pirates in 1668, and establishment of Charleston in what is now South Carolina in 1670, Spain finally got serious about building a major defensive installation by constructing Castillo de San Marcos. In contrast to the nine earlier Spanish fortifications at St. Augustine that were built of wood, this massive structure was built of masonry (coquina stone).

When the English occupied the town of St. Augustine in 1702, they tried for 50 days to break through the fort’s defenses, but were unsuccessful and settled with burning down the town on their way out. The Spaniards rebuilt St. Augustine and erected new defenses along the northern and western sides of the community, creating a medieval-like walled city.
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Castillo de San Marcos National Monument [NPS]

In 1740, the British again attempted to defeat the Spanish military in their fort, but after nearly a month’s siege, they gave up. In response to this latest attack, the Spaniards expanded the fortification to provide enhanced defenses for Matanzas Inlet, which the enemy had blockaded during the bombardment. The British finally did take over Castillo de San Marcos and Fort Matanzas when Spain turned Florida over to Britain at the close of the French and Indian War. The castillo’s defenses were further improved under the British military, who held it for 21 years—through America’s War for Independence, and were then required to hand Florida back to Spain under the terms of the Treaty of Paris in 1783.

In 1821, Florida was ceded to the United States and the castillo was renamed Fort Marion. Over the following years—during the Seminole Indian War, the Civil War, and the Spanish-American War—it was used to keep prisoners.

The great fort is a square-shaped structure containing guard rooms, storage rooms, a chapel, and a central courtyard—the plaza de armas. Just outside this main structure is a small shot furnace, in which cannonballs were heated. The red-hot shot then was used to set the enemy’s wooden warships on fire. Diamond-shaped bastions are located at each corner of the fort. A moat that surrounded the fort on all sides is now only on three sides. And there is a never-completed triangular-shaped structure, called the ravelin, which was designed to protect the single entrance across the moat on two drawbridges and into the fort.

Today the fort offers interpretive exhibits in the former storage rooms. Visitors are cautioned to be careful when walking through the fort to be aware of uneven stone steps and other surfaces and to keep children from climbing on walls and cannons. The national monument provides interpretive programs and living history demonstrations, as well as a self-guided tour.

IF YOU GO: The park is open daily, except on Christmas. Lodging and meals are available in St. Augustine. Access to the fort from I-95 is by way of State Route 16 exit, and U.S. Route 1 to historically interesting downtown St. Augustine. Further information: Superintendent, 1 Castillo Drive, St. Augustine, FL 32084. Telephone (904) 829-6506.



CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL


CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL consists of 55 acres along the Rio Grande, in El Paso, Texas. It was established in 1974 to commemorate the peaceful resolution of a 99-year international boundary dispute between the United States and Mexico.

Prior to the construction of dams and irrigation projects upriver, the lower Rio Grande would frequently shift its course and thereby also change the international boundary, which was addressed in provisions of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848. This treaty mandated that the boundary be situated along the middle of the river, and it also stipulated that if the river suddenly cut a new path—a process called avulsion—the boundary would remain at the river’s prior location. But if there were a gradual shift through erosion and new land deposition, the boundary would be shifted.

In the late 1800s, a 600-acre parcel of land in Mexico, known as the Chamizal (for a species of plant growing there), was severed by the river’s new course. While Mexico still claimed ownership of the tract in 1895, a dispute arose over whether the severing process had been sudden or gradual. For Mexico, this controversy also became highly symbolic of powerful “Yankee imperialism” versus Mexican nationalism and sovereignty.

An arbitration decision in 1911 called for dividing the tract equally. But the United States refused to recognize the arbitration commission’s ruling—arguing that the decision should have gone either all one way or the other, rather than slicing up the disputed land.

Finally, in 1962, U.S. President John F. Kennedy and Mexico’s President López Mateos agreed on a compromise, which was legally approved by both nations the following year. It fairly divided the controversial parcel and authorized the concrete lining of a channel through the Chamizal, thereby forcing the river to remain there. In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson and Mateos officially declared the long-running dispute finally resolved.

Chamizal National Memorial not only commemorates this triumph of international diplomacy, but it celebrates this peacefully negotiated compromise as a model of international dispute resolution for nations throughout the world.

Mexico has established its own park—the 760-acre Chamizal Federal Park across the river channel. It features a highly acclaimed archaeological museum and other facilities.

The U.S. national memorial visitor center provides interpretive historical exhibits, an acclaimed documentary video and an art gallery. There are also indoor and outdoor musicals and other cultural performances, among which are the Siglo de Oro Drama Festival in March, Sunday concerts from June through August, El Paso/Zarzuela Festival in August, and the Border Folk Festival in September.

An informative publication is Chamizal National Memorial, by Luis Torres (Southwest Parks and Monuments Association).

IF YOU GO: Picnicking is allowed in the memorial, but camping is not. Lodging and meals are available in El Paso. The memorial is located in south-central El Paso, and may be accessed from I-10 to Paisano Drive or Delta Street to S. San Marcial Street to the park entrance. Further information on the memorial and on exhibits and cultural events: Superintendent, 800 S. San Marcial St., El Paso, TX 79905. Telephone (915) 534-6668.



CHARLES PINCKNEY NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE


CHARLES PINCKNEY NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, consisting of 28 acres in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, was authorized in 1988 to commemorate the life of Charles Pinckney (1757–1824). He was an officer in the War for Independence (Revolutionary War), was one of the primary framers of the U.S. Constitution, served in the state assembly and four terms as governor of South Carolina, served in the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate, and was minister to Spain during President Thomas Jefferson’s administration. The site also protects and interprets Pinckney’s ancestral home and country estate, Snee Farm, which once encompassed more than 700 acres. In 1990, the property was acquired by the National Park Service, as the result of a successful fund-raising campaign that combined private contributions with public funds. Today, historic highlights include the brick foundations of structures dating from the time of Pinckney ownership and a tidewater house dating from the 1820s.

The site has a visitor center in the historic house, in which interpretive exhibits and an audiovisual program are presented. Trails lead visitors through the property. While camping is not permitted, there are picnic facilities. Lodging and meals are available in Mount Pleasant and elsewhere in the Charleston area.

IF YOU GO: Access from I-526 is by way of the Long Point Road exit eastbound and continuing three miles to the site entrance; or by way of U.S. Route 17 north from Charleston to Long Point Road, then east one-quarter-mile to the site. Further information: Park Ranger, 1214 Middle St., Sullivan’s Island, SC 29482. Telephone (803) 881-5516.



CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK


CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, encompassing 19,236 acres, was initially placed under the care of the National Park Service in 1938. It then was established as a national monument in 1961, and changed to a national historical park in 1971. It protects and interprets the C & O Canal, which was constructed from 1828 to 1850 and extends 184.5 miles from Potomac River tidewater, in Washington, D.C., to Cumberland, Maryland.

Building a canal along the Potomac River had been a dream of President George Washington. When construction was launched by President John Quincy Adams, this project was an ambitious undertaking that its investors predicted would become a vital commercial link between the nation’s capital on the eastern seaboard and the Ohio River region beyond the Appalachian Mountains. As construction proceeded northwestward, the canal’s progress was plagued by disputes over acquiring the rights-of-way, and there were shortages of manpower, building materials, and funding. The canal was about 60 feet wide, 30 feet deep, and climbed more than 600 feet through 74 locks.

One of the major features of the canal is the Paw Paw Tunnel near Milepost 155, historically called one of the “Wonders of the World.” It took 14 years (12 more than anticipated) to blast this 3,118-foot-long tunnel, from start of construction until it was opened to canal boat traffic. Another part of the canal is the beautiful pink-and-white quartz sandstone Monocacy Aqueduct, at mile 42.

The canal idea originally called for construction continuing much farther west of Cumberland. But by the time the last stretch of the canal was finally completed to Cumberland in 1850, the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, which had begun construction on the same day as the canal, was already running its trains to Cumberland. In fact, it had been for the previous eight years. The rail route offered faster and often cheaper service than the canal could provide. And then the B & O extended its rails west to the Ohio River and beyond. Consequently, after all the time, effort, and money, the canal was largely obsolete prior to its completion. It was competitive only in transporting such products as coal, flour, and grain in its 90-foot boats.

Twelve years after the C & O Canal began, its operation was disrupted by extensive damage during the Civil War. In 1862, when Confederate troops crossed the Potomac River from the Confederate state of Virginia into Maryland, canal locks were dynamited, boats were destroyed, and mules used to tow the boats were stolen. This havoc ended when the Union troops defeated the Confederates at the nearby, horrendously bloody Battle of Antietam and forced the Southerners to retreat back across the Potomac (see the text on Antietam National Battlefield).

In 1889, major flooding caused further costly damage. Then, in 1924, another severe flood terminated what was left of the waterway’s dwindling commercial activity. Some stretches of the canal have never been restored to hold water.

In January 1996, a major flood of the Potomac River again extensively damaged the canal. Congress appropriated $22 million to help fund repairs, while another $1.4 million was obtained through the National Park Foundation’s C & O Canal Restoration Fund appeal for private donations. Some of the restorative work was carried out, with the help of volunteers, during the following months. But in September 1996, yet another major flood, from heavy rainfall that fell on the Potomac River watershed before and during Hurricane Fran, caused further damage. Fortunately, this most recent flooding was nowhere near as destructive as before; and fortunately as well, most of the major reconstruction work had not yet been accomplished. As a result, the majority of the funding is still available, as work continues.
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Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historical Park [William Clark/NPS]

Hiking the canal’s towpath and canoeing or boating on the canal have become increasingly popular pastimes. One person who frequently enjoyed walking the towpath in all seasons was U.S. Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas. In the early 1950s, a plan resurfaced for paving over the canal to create a parkway. Douglas strongly opposed this highway scheme. On January 3, 1954, The Washington Post editorialized that “the proposed parkway along the old C and O Canal . . . will stir enthusiasm of many Washing-tonians. . . . By utilizing the old canal—no longer either a commercial or scenic asset. . . .” On January 19, Douglas wrote to the newspaper: “. . . I wish the man who wrote that editorial . . . would take time off and come with me. We would go with packs on our backs and hike the 185 miles to Cumberland. I feel that if your editor did, he would return a new man and use the power of your great editorial page to help keep this sanctuary untouched.”

The Post editorialized on Jan. 21, “we are pleased to accept Justice Douglas’ invitation to walk the towpath. . . .” Justice Douglas led an eight-day hike with 37 other people, including the Post’s editorial writer, from one end of the canal to the other. This event received so much news coverage that it caused an outpouring of public support for protecting the canal. In 1977, Congress passed legislation, signed by President Jimmy Carter, dedicating the canal to Justice Douglas, in recognition of his leadership that scuttled the parkway proposal and saved the canal.

Since the National Park Service acquired the canal, its value for hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, canoeing, boating, and mule-towed canal tours has increased manyfold. Mule-towed boat rides run from mid-April to mid-October—from Georgetown in Washington, D.C. (Telephone [202] 472-4376); and from Great Falls Tavern in Maryland (Telephone [301] 299-2026).

Canoe, boat, and bicycle rentals are provided at Thompson’s Boat Center, located at the junction of the canal, Rock Creek, and the Potomac, in Wash-ington, D.C. (Telephone [202] 333-4861); Fletcher’s Boathouse, just off Canal Rd., in Washington, D.C. (Telephone [202] 244-0461); and at Swains Lock (Lock 21), off River Rd. (State Route 190), just over two miles north of Potomac, MD (Telephone [301] 299-9006).

The park includes a rich river-bottomland flora and fauna. Among the forest trees are American sycamore (many of which are of exceptional size), tulip tree, river birch, several hickories, walnut, boxelder, red maple, sassafras, sweet gum, black tupelo, flowering dogwood, eastern redbud, shadbush, Virginia pine, and eastern red cedar. A few of the wildflowers are bloodroot, bluet, Dutchman’s-breeches, spring beauty, yellow trout-lily, Mayapple, and downy phlox. Ferns include Christmas, hay-scented, cinnamon, bracken, leathery grape, and spleenwort.

Among the park’s mammals are whitetail deer, red and gray foxes, raccoons, opossums, striped skunks, muskrats, cottontails, and gray and flying squirrels. A long list of birds includes great blue herons; wintering tundra (whistling) swans; Canada geese; many ducks such as mallards, pintails, blue-winged teal, wood, and ring-necked; bald eagles; red-shouldered, broad-winged, and other hawks; ruffed grouse; bobwhite; wild turkeys; cuckoos; barred owls; belted kingfishers; red-bellied, red-headed, pileated, and other woodpeckers; blue jays; tufted titmice; white-breasted nuthatches; Carolina and house wrens; eastern bluebirds; wood thrushes; numerous warblers including prothonotary, black-and-white, chestnut-sided, prairie, yellow, Kentucky, hooded, ovenbird, Louisiana waterthrush, yellowthroat; yellow-breasted chat, and American redstart; cardinals; indigo buntings; song, white-throated, and other sparrows; redwings; northern orioles; scarlet tanagers; and American goldfinches. There are also turtles, black snakes, and the poisonous copperhead.

One of the scenic highlights of the park is Great Falls, where the Potomac cascades and plunges between the walls of rugged gorges. The falls are especially exciting to watch and hear during periods of high water. They may also be viewed from the Virginia side (see Great Falls Park).

IF YOU GO: The park’s main visitor center/museum, located in the historic Great Falls Tavern, 11710 MacArthur Blvd., Potomac, MD 20854 (Telephone [301] 299-3613), provides interpretive exhibits, programs, and publications. Other visitor centers are located at 1057 Thomas Jefferson St., NW, Washington, D.C. (Telephone [202] 653-5844); at 326 E. Main St., Hancock, MD (Telephone [301] 678-5463); and at the Western Maryland Station Center, Canal St., Cumberland, MD (Telephone [301] 722-8226).

Group camping, such as scouts, is allowed with a free permit at Marsden Tract, a few miles south of Great Falls. There are also hiker-cycler campsites for tent camping located at roughly five-mile intervals between Swains Lock and Evitts Creek (approximately the upper 168 miles of the canal). And there are primitive drive-in camping areas at McCoys Ferry, Fifteen-mile Creek, and Spring Gap. Picnic facilities are located at many places along the canal. There is also a 20-site tent camp at Antietam Creek.

Lodging and meals are available in Washington, D.C.; Harpers Ferry, WV; Hancock and Cumberland, MD; and elsewhere in the vicinity of the park. Snack bars are located at Williamsport, Great Falls, Fletcher’s Boathouse, and Swains Lock and are open from April to October. Further information: Superintendent, P.O. Box 4, Sharpsburg, MD 21782. Telephone (301) 739-4200.



CHRISTIANSTED NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE


CHRISTIANSTED NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE consists of 27 acres in the port town of Christiansted, on the West Indian island of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands. It was established in 1952 to protect and interpret the Danish colonial history and architecture of this island.

The French took possession of and named St. Croix (Holy Cross) in 1650, establishing initial plantations, townsites, and fortifications. It was not until 1733, under the flag of Denmark, that the island’s economy really began to grow and flourish. It was then that the Danish West India & Guinea Company purchased the island, after acquiring earlier the two nearby islands of St. Thomas and St. John. Within two decades, sugar-cane cultivation became the island’s major enterprise, and sugar production created great economic wealth during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The sugar planters and merchants created an opulent lifestyle for themselves. Many of the buildings and homes in Christiansted, the island’s largest town, reflected this period of wealth. Today, some of these buildings are protected within the national historic site.

The end of the island’s era of luxury began in 1820, when competition from the cultivation of sugar beets elsewhere in the world caused a sharp drop in the price of sugar. Import barriers against St. Croix sugar were imposed by countries growing sugar beets. Most island planters ended up in debt, with their properties being foreclosed upon. In 1848, slavery, which had helped make sugar-cane plantations exceptionally profitable, finally ended. The once thriving sugar industry was virtually history.

Following the U.S. Civil War, the United States attempted to acquire St. Thomas and St. John islands. Even though Denmark agreed to sell, the U.S. Senate blocked ratification. In 1902, an attempt to purchase all three islands failed. But the United States finally succeeded in buying the islands from Denmark in 1917 for $15 million.

Among the historic highlights of the national historic site:

• Fort Christiansvaern, fronting on Christiansted Harbor, is an outstanding example of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Danish colonial fortification architecture. It was built mostly of bricks that were previously carried as ballast in Danish commercial sailing ships. Construction of the fort was essentially complete by the mid-1700s. A Danish military garrison was headquartered there until 1878. It subsequently served as a courthouse and police offices.
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Customs House and Steeple Building, Christiansted National Historic Site [Larry Ulrich]

• Old Danish Customs House is where the colonial government levied taxes on exports and imports. This imposing structure was begun in 1751, but most of it was built in the late 1820s.

• Scalehouse, dating from the mid-1800s, is where the Customs Service inspected and weighed exports and imports.

• Government House was originally two separate eighteenth-century residences that were expanded and joined in the 1830s for use by the colonial government.

• Danish West India & Guinea Company Warehouse was built in the late 1740s. It was used for company offices and storage of supplies and merchandise. In 1833, it became a Danish military depot, and was subsequently a telegraph office.

• Steeple Building was the island’s first Danish Lutheran church, the Church of our Lord of Sabaoth, dating from 1753. The attractive steeple was added in 1794. The building has also been used as a military bakery, hospital, and school. It presently houses the national historic site’s museum.

The site’s headquarters is located in the Old Danish Customs House. Visitors are urged to begin a walking tour at the fort, where there is a small visitor center that provides publications, various interpretive materials, and gifts. Interpretive exhibits are provided in the Steeple Building.

IF YOU GO: Food and lodging are available in Christiansted and elsewhere, including at many resorts on St. Croix. Further information: Superintendent, P.O. Box 160, Christiansted, U.S. Virgin Islands 00820. Telephone (809) 773-1460.



CITY OF ROCKS NATIONAL RESERVE


CITY OF ROCKS NATIONAL RESERVE, comprising 14,407 acres in southern Idaho, was authorized in 1988 and is jointly administered by the National Park Service and the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation. About one-third of the area is in private ownership. The reserve protects imposing granite spires, columns, and other beautifully weather-sculpted rock formations, some of which rise as much as 60 stories high. Part of the granite dates back more than 2.5 billion years ago. Both the older and younger rocks stand side by side in a section of rocks called the “Twin Sisters,” the younger dating back a “mere” 25 million years ago.

Both the older and the younger rock formations started as molten matter within the earth’s crust. Gradually these substances became hardened rock that was eventually exposed to and shaped by the forces of erosion. Fractures, cracks, and fissures developed that led to the creation of these massive granite forms: spires, columns, and pinnacles, as well as caves, arches, and hollowed out bathtub-like depressions. The processes of erosion are of course continuing.

The spectacular City of Rocks was a prominent landmark for pioneer travelers heading westward along a segment of the historic nineteenth-century California Trail, traces of which are still visible within the reserve. Emigrants traveling along the various routes through this area left behind historic inscriptions and messages written in axle grease. One of those emigrants, James F. Wilkins, described this incredible landscape in 1849:
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City of Rocks National Reserve, Idaho [NPS]

We encamped at the city of rocks, a noted place from the granite rocks rising abruptly out of the ground. They are in a romantic valley clustered together, which gives them the appearance of a city.

Activities in the area include hiking and rock climbing. There are about 100 primitive campsites in the reserve. A visitor center is open daily, providing interpretive information, as well as updates on the conditions of gravel roads, weather conditions, rock-climbing regulations, and camping. Lodging and meals are available in Burley, about 50 miles north of the reserve, and supplies are available at nearby Almo. Bed-&-breakfast inns are available in Almo, Albion, and Oakley.

IF YOU GO: Access from Boise and the west is by way of I-84 to Declo, exiting south onto State Route 77, proceeding through Albion, Elba, and Almo, and continuing two miles southwest of Almo to the reserve. From Pocatello and Idaho Falls, access is by way of I-86 and I-84 to the Declo exit and south through Almo. From Salt Lake City, access is either by way of I-84 to north of Snowville and Utah State Routes 39 and 42, or proceeding farther on I-84, taking the Sublette exit, and continuing west through Malta, Elba, and Almo. There is also a seasonal route through Oakley by way of State Route 27. Further information: Superintendent, P.O. Box 169, Almo, ID 83312. Telephone (208) 824-5519.



COLONIAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK


COLONIAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, in the Tidewater area of eastern Virginia, was established as a national monument in 1930 and then renamed as a national historical park in 1936. Consisting of 9,327 acres, it protects and interprets part of the site of the first permanent English settlement in North America that was founded on Jamestown Island, on the James River, in 1607, and the site of the decisive American-French victory over the British forces in the Battle of Yorktown, at the mouth of the York River. This triumph quickly hastened the end of the War for Independence (Revolu-tionary War). These two units of the park are connected by the 23-mile Colonial Parkway.

Jamestown

In May 1607, three English square-rigged sailing ships, the Discovery, Godspeed, and Susan Constant, dropped anchor near the mouth of the James River and sent ashore 104 men and boys to establish a colonial settlement for the Virginia Company, of London, England. The colonists chose a site on a low, forested, marshy island about 50 miles upstream, on the north shore of the river. It turned out to be a poor location to settle, but was chosen because it seemed a good strategic position to defend against possible attack by Spanish warships. The men built a fort that contained rustic, thatch-roofed dwellings, a church, a storehouse, and other structures. The river and settlement were named in honor of England’s King James I.
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Surrender Field, Yorktown, Colonial National Historical Park [David Muench]

Just over a year after the first colonists arrived, a small glass-making factory was established near Jamestown. The ‘tryal of glasse’ shipped over to England was the first factory-manufactured product made in North America. Although glass-making seemed to offer great hope for the struggling colony’s economic viability, this venture had only limited success, and was followed 12 years later with a second, better-financed enterprise that was nevertheless plagued by problems, resulting in the production of little or no glass.

One of the Englishmen who had been actively promoting and participating in the Virginia venture was veteran world traveler Captain John Smith. He soon emerged as a strong leader and was elected president of the community’s council in September 1608. He quickly implemented strict discipline, enhanced the settlement’s defenses, and insisted that farming be expanded. He was adamant that “He who does not work will not eat.” Smith’s leadership came to an abrupt end, however, when he was accidentally wounded by gunpowder burns and was forced to return to England in 1609.

Hardships beset the budding community from the outset. A fever that was likely typhoid claimed the lives of many colonists. The oppressively humid heat of the “sickly season” of summer was unbearable. Perishable provisions spoiled. The island’s brackish water was undrinkable. An abundance of mosquitoes and other pesky insects made life miserable. And then came the damp, cold first winter, in which over 60 colonists perished from illnesses and starvation, before urgently needed new supplies and additional settlers were able to reach the colony. Two winters later, the death toll reached 500, leaving only 60 individuals. In 1610, a large group of new settlers arrived from England, just in time to rescue Jamestown from an otherwise virtually certain abandonment. Many of those arriving were indentured servants who were to spend a few years working off their servitude before becoming free.

To snatch the colony from the jaws of defeat required overdue strong leadership, discipline, and incentives for working. This scenario finally began coming together under the direction of Sir Thomas Gates and Sir Thomas Dale. Stiff penalties were handed out for offenses. For instance, those avoiding labor were imprisoned; a second offense was punishable by death. Swearing was met with a death sentence. Attending church was required; anyone failing to do so was deprived of rations, while a second-time offender was whipped and a third-time offender ended up in the gallows. A rebel had his limbs painfully stretched over a circular frame, his tongue pierced through with a bodkin, and was then chained to a tree or post and left to die.

Because the Virginia Company was an investor-owned enterprise, the settlement was expected to begin reaping financial rewards for the company’s stockholders. Yet, the early years at Jamestown were anything but profitable. In addition to disillusionment, diseases, high mortality, lack of skilled craftsmen, famine, and crop failures, there was almost constant conflict with the native Indians who were alarmed over the rapid takeover of their traditional tribal lands by these newcomers.

Initial attempts to put the colony on a sound financial footing proved fruitless—until 1612, when John Rolfe received tobacco seeds from the West Indies that flourished and produced tobacco that became highly popular with English smokers. Tobacco then became the cash crop that provided the economic base for the growth of the colony. It was also Rolfe who married the beautiful Indian maiden, Pocahontas, the daughter of Chief Powhatan.

In the beginning, the Virginia Company tried to impose tight political and economic controls over the colony’s affairs. Company officials soon yielded to appeals for some degree of limited self-government. In 1619, a representative legislative body was created—the first freely chosen, elective governmental assembly in North America. At the outset, local laws enacted by this body were subject to possible veto from London. Also in the beginning, the legislature served as both a law-making body and a court that handed down sentences upon those violating its laws. There was not yet a separate and independent judiciary to perform this function.

Two other events occurred in 1619: The Virginia Company recruited English maids who arrived the following year to become wives of some of the settlers, and a number of blacks arrived in a Dutch warship, providing a source of labor in the tobacco fields.

In 1622, a major disaster struck the colony. In response to the English settlers’ takeover and clearing of lands for tobacco cultivation, the Powhatan Indians retaliated. Nearly 350 colonists were killed—about one-third of the English population in Virginia. While Jamestown was spared this bloody uprising because a friendly Indian boy forewarned the town’s people, nearly all outlying settlements—including houses, crops, and livestock—were destroyed. This was a devastating blow to the struggling colony. Of the 5,500 individuals who had come across the Atlantic Ocean to the colony from 1607 to 1623, only 1,200 now remained. More than 4,000 had either died or had been killed, while some 300 had given up and returned to England. The colony’s prospects appeared so gloomy by this time that the Virginia Company’s royal charter was revoked in 1624 by King James I. Even though Virginia now became a royal colony, under which the British Crown named its governor and council (the latter made up of prominent Virginians), the colonists now actually enjoyed more freedom because the king and his privy council focused so little attention upon the distant colony.

In 1639, the Crown authorized the colonial governor to annually bring together “the burgesses [local representatives] of all and singular plantations there, which together with the governor and council shall have power to make acts and laws for the government.” With this significant addition to the colonial law-making process, Virginia now had the beginnings of a bicameral legislature—the council being the upper house, while the freeholders comprised the House of Burgesses (akin to the federal or a state house of representatives). The lower house was not only given authority to pass substantive laws, but also had the exclusive authority to initiate funding appropriations.

In the words of Max Savell, former Stanford University historian, in his textbook, The Foundations of American Civilization (1956):

The establishment of this, the royal form of government in Virginia, was an event of great significance in the history of political institutions in British America, for it meant that the British colonies were to be, in large measure, self-governing. This was in itself a recognition of the fact that the local affairs of these new overseas communities could most wisely be administered by the colonists themselves, rather than by a body of men, themselves unfamiliar with the conditions involved, sitting in London, three thousand miles away.

Over the next few years, the colonists retaliated against the Indians for their earlier devastating uprising, and they came close to wiping out the tribes of the surrounding area. Meanwhile, new colonists were arriving by the shipload. A new land rush led to the creation of Tidewater tobacco plantations, as well as smaller agricultural enterprises farther inland. By mid-century, Jamestown was no longer a commercial or military center. Its only major function was continuing as the seat of the colonial government. Virginia’s expanding settlements, consisting of small villages, farms, and plantations, now extended northwestward up the James River nearly 100 miles, to the vicinity of its junction with the Appomattox River, while extending about 35 miles up the York River and about 45 miles up the Rappahannock and south bank of the Potomac rivers.

From the beginning there was periodic conflict within the colony. Perhaps the worst case of rebellion was the havoc caused by rebels under the leadership of Nathaniel Bacon, Jr., who were protesting the Crown’s colonial governor, Sir William Berkeley. Bacon had been named to the governor’s council, but he became so outraged over the governor’s strict policies that he and his cohorts finally took matters into their own hands and burned Jamestown to the ground in 1676. Governmental and other structures were rebuilt, but when the legislative building again burned down in 1698, the colonial capital was moved to Middle Plantation, renamed Williamsburg, just over six miles to the northeast.

Today, the eastern part of the site of the original Jamestown settlement lies within the Jamestown unit of Colonial National Historical Park. Adjacent to the park is the affiliated, 22-acre Jamestown National Historic Site, which was established in 1940. It contains the western part of the English settlement, and features the ruins of the seventeenth-century Jamestown church tower and a statue of the Powhatan Indian, Pocahontas. The national historic site is owned and operated by the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, a private, nonprofit organization. Also adjacent to the park is Jamestown Settlement, which is run by the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation, a quasi-governmental agency of the Commonwealth of Virginia. This area features a re-creation of the triangular James Fort and Powhatan Indian village, replicas of the three square-rigged ships like those that brought Jamestown’s founding settlers to Virginia, and a museum complex containing galleries on the English settlement and on the Powhatan Indians.

Yorktown

The park’s history now fast-forwards about 80 years, to the autumn of 1781. The War for Independence (Revolutionary War) had begun in 1775, with provocative British military actions resulting in the Battle of Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, wherein Britain had raised its sword against one of her American colonies for the first time (see the text on Minute Man National Historical Park). The Continental Army’s General-in-Chief George Washington was then successful in driving British troops out of Boston. In the southern colonies, Americans had wiped out an entire British force at Moores Creek Ridge, North Carolina, in February 1776 (see the text on Moores Creek National Battlefield) and had successfully defended the city of Charles-ton, South Carolina. On July 4, 1776, the colonies had declared their independence from Britain.

While the British occupied New York City and Philadelphia for a time, British General John Burgoyne had been forced to surrender 5,000 troops in a major American victory near Saratoga, New York (see Saratoga National Historical Park), in the autumn of 1777.

This key triumph had finally convinced France to openly join the Americans in their struggle against Britain. With the Franco-American alliance formalized in 1778, the French and American forces had begun to take the offensive. Meanwhile, the British had been rampaging through the southern colonies. Georgia and South Carolina had been seized, and British Lord Charles Cornwallis had been placed in command to complete Britain’s control of the South.
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Moore House, Yorktown, Colonial National Historical Park [David Muench]

There had been a number of major battles in the southern colonies. The Battle of Kings Mountain, South Carolina, in October 1780 (see Kings Mountain National Military Park) resulted in Britain’s loss of an entire regiment of soldiers. There was the decisive American victory at Cowpens, South Carolina, in January 1781 (see the text on Cowpens National Battlefield). And there was the long, bloody battle at Guilford Courthouse, North Carolina, in March 1781 (see Guilford Courthouse National Military Park). This was an indecisive struggle, in which the British nevertheless sustained such overwhelming losses that Cornwallis had decided to leave the Carolinas and concentrate his forces on seizing Virginia.

Meanwhile, Washington’s forces had been facing serious problems of diminishing manpower, military supplies, and funds. A major contingent of French troops had been effectively trapped by a British naval fleet in Rhode Island. And the Americans had been helpless to oust the British forces from their main base in New York City. As Washington wrote in his journal in May 1781:

Instead of having everything in readiness . . . , we have nothing; and instead of having the prospect of a glorious offensive campaign before us, we have a bewildered and gloomy defensive one.

By August, however, the American general had finally begun to hear some encouraging news: A large fleet of French warships would be arriving in late summer, although not in the New York area, as Washington had anticipated, but in the Chesapeake Bay area, off the Virginia coast. And Cornwallis had established a British naval base at Yorktown, near the mouth of the York River on the Chesapeake Bay, making his army, which accounted for one-third of British forces in America, an attractive target.

General Washington organized a force of some 5,000 French troops, commanded by Comte de Rochambeau, and about 2,000 Americans for a rapid march southward to Williamsburg, Virginia, only 12 miles from Yorktown. Some soldiers were left behind on the Hudson, in New York, successfully deceiving the British into believing Washington was still poised to attack New York City. Arriving in Williamsburg in mid-September, Washington’s forces joined General Lafayette’s 4,000 Continental soldiers already based in Virginia, plus General Thomas Nelson, Jr.’s, 3,000 Virginia Militia.

At about the same time, the French battle fleet, commanded by Comte de Grasse, arrived at Chesapeake Bay. Five days after the fleet’s arrival, a British battle fleet, commanded by Admiral Thomas Graves, was sighted off the Virginia coast. On September 5, the two fleets engaged in the Battle of the Capes, resulting in the British fleet’s return to New York to make repairs on its badly damaged ships. The French fleet remained to form a blockade across the mouth of Chesapeake Bay and the York River.

Arriving outside Yorktown on September 28, Washington’s allied army opened their siege lines on October 6, 1781. On October 9, the bombardment of British-held Yorktown and Cornwallis’ army began. A second and closer siege line was started on October 11 and completed following the seizure of two forward British positions, Redoubts 9 and 10, by hand-to-hand assault on October 14. (Redoubt is a French term meaning earthen fort.) With French ships blocking his escape by sea, with allied artillery fire now coming in from destructive point-blank range, having already suffered nine days of continual bombardment, and with supplies dwindling and no hope of rescue by the British navy, Cornwallis requested a cease fire, on October 17, to discuss the terms of surrendering his forces. On October 19, the articles of capitulation were signed by Washington and Cornwallis (though not in a face-to-face meeting), and the defeated British army yielded up its arms, as they marched by the victors.

This historic surrender signaled the last major engagement of the American Revolution. While British troops still occupied key cities, including New York, Charleston, and Savannah, the British people were weary of the war with America. And by the time of the Siege at Yorktown, Britain was waging war with France, Spain, and the Netherlands as well. A major change in British political leadership soon opened the way for final diplomatic negotiations. On September 3, 1783, a treaty of peace was signed, under which the British officially recognized the independence of the United States of America.

So, here, barely 25 miles from where the first permanent English colony began at Jamestown, the American colonial forces at Yorktown effectively ended British colonial rule, 176 years after it began.

Today, the historical park provides two visitor centers: one emphasizes the Yorktown unit; the other focuses on Jamestown. Both centers have excellent interpretive exhibits, programs, and publications, and both are open daily, except on Christmas. They offer self-guided and guided walking tours, as well as driving tours with interpretive pulloffs at points of interest. Among special places to see are the site of Jamestown; the reconstructed Jamestown Glasshouse where glassblowers demonstrate this ancient craft and where blown-glass products are offered for sale; and the scenic drive that loops around Jamestown Island. This beautiful route winds through stands of pines and oaks, crosses open areas of marsh and tidal creeks, and reaches the eastern end of the island where a delightful path leads a short distance to Black Point.

Of the many points of interest in the Yorktown unit are such historic buildings as the Nelson House, Session House, Thomas Pate House, Moore House, and Sommerwell House. Interpretive programs are presented at the Nelson House during the summer. Moore House is open also during the summer months.

Especially informative publications are: Colonial National Historical Park: The Story Behind the Scenery®, by James N. Haskett (KC Publications); Jamestown and the Founding of the Nation, by Warren M. Billings (Thomas Publications); The First Seventeen Years: Virginia, 1607–1624, by Charles E. Hatch (University Press of Virginia); The Campaign That Won America, by Burke Davis (Eastern Acorn Press); The Yorktown Campaign and the Surrender of Cornwallis, by Henry Johnston (Eastern Acorn Press); and Colonial Yorktown, by Clyde Trudell (Thomas Publications).

Two other places of special interest adjacent to the park and parkway are the Yorktown Victory Center (information: [804] 887-1776), located just west of Yorktown on Water Street and run by the Jamestown-Yorktown foundation, and privately owned Colonial Williamsburg, which was magnificently restored by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, with generous funding from John D. Rockefeller, Jr. It is situated just off the Colonial Parkway and features not only many beautifully reconstructed buildings, but presents fascinating living-history demonstrations of what eighteenth-century life was like when Williamsburg was the capital of Virginia.

Colonial National Historical Park also protects a wealth of natural values. Of the many species of trees, there are loblolly pines that form beautiful stands on Jamestown Island; a number of oaks including white, post, swamp chestnut, northern and southern red, and black; eastern red cedar; eastern redbud; flowering dogwood; black tupelo; red maple; and a few bald cypresses along such places as Sandy Bay and Back River, adjacent to Jamestown Island.

Mammals include whitetail deer, red foxes, river otters, muskrats, raccoons, woodchucks, and gray squirrels. Of the many birds, there are wintering tundra (whistling) swans and Canada geese; numerous species of ducks, bald eagles, ospreys, bobwhite quail that may be heard calling across open fields in spring and summer; great and snowy egrets; great blue and green-backed herons; American bitterns; Virginia and other rails; mourning doves; yellow-billed cuckoos; barred owls; belted kingfishers; a number of woodpeckers, including red-bellied; blue jays; Carolina chickadees; tufted titmice; white-breasted nuthatches; Carolina and marsh wrens; mockingbirds; catbirds; brown thrashers; wood thrushes; eastern bluebirds; yellowthroats and many other warblers; redwings; northern orioles; scarlet tanagers; cardinals; indigo buntings; American goldfinches; rufous-sided towhees; and song sparrows.

Spring is a wonderful season at Colonial, when flowering dogwoods, redbuds, and many wildflowers are blooming and when a chorus of birds fills the landscape with song. The autumn is also a magical time when many of the deciduous trees turn shades of red, orange, and yellow.

Camping is not permitted within the park, but campground facilities are available nearby. Lodging and meals are available in Williamsburg, Yorktown, Norfolk, Richmond, and elsewhere in the area.

IF YOU GO: Access to the park is by way of U.S. Route 17 from I-95 near Fredericksburg; by way of I-64 southeast from Richmond or northwest from Norfolk; or by way of State Route 5 from Richmond, a route that passes a number of historic plantations along the north shore of the James River. Further information: Superintendent, P.O. Box 210, Yorktown, VA 23690. Telephone (757) 898-3400.



CORONADO NATIONAL MEMORIAL


CORONADO NATIONAL MEMORIAL consists of 4,750 acres along the Mexican border at the south end of the rugged, forested Huachuca Mountains in southeastern Arizona. It was established in 1952 to commemorate the epic Spanish expedition comprising 1,500 men and women, along with hundreds of sheep and cattle and more than 500 horses, under the leadership of 28-year-old Francisco Vásquez de Coronado, from 1540 to 1542.

Some historians believe that Coronado and his huge entourage entered what is now the United States in 1540 by way of the broad San Pedro River valley that gradually descends from Mexico into Arizona, just east of Coronado National Memorial. He and his expeditionary colleagues were exploring this region of North America for the Spanish Crown—primarily spurred on by fantastic tales of great wealth in gold to be found at the fabled “Seven Cities of Cíbola.” While their arduous trek ultimately took them in a golden goose-chase as far as the great buffalo plains of the Texas and Oklahoma panhandles and central Kansas, Coronado and his chroniclers did explore and describe much of the vast region now known as the American Southwest.

The Spaniards made contact with native Americans throughout their journey—notably a number of the Indian pueblos. At the Zuni Pueblo of Háwikuh, in what is now western New Mexico, the Spanish soldiers attacked the inhabitants and forced them out of their homes so that they could use the great pueblo and its supplies of food for a four-month stay. (Today, the Zunis, a major Pueblo Indian tribe, are widely acclaimed for their artistic talents in creating exquisite stone-and-shell inlaid silver jewelry and intricately carved stone, antler, bone, shell, coral, and fossilized ivory animal and corn maiden fetishes.)

While based at Háwikuh, Coronado dispatched a number of small scouting groups. One such party, led by Pedro de Tovar, encountered the Hopi Indian villages in what is now northeastern Arizona. Another party, led by García López de Cárdenas, reached the Grand Canyon of the Colorado. And Coronado sent yet another small scouting group, led by Hernando de Alvarado, on ahead eastward across New Mexico. This group visited the mesa-top Ácoma Pueblo, the Rio Grande villages north to Taos Pueblo, and, returning southward, proceeded east over Glorieta Pass to one of the largest pueblos of that time—Cicuyé or Pecos, at the gateway between the Rio Grande Valley and the Great Plains to the east (see Pecos National Historical Park).

Coronado’s main expeditionary force also proceeded east, spending the winter of 1540–1541 with the Tiguex Pueblo Indians who once thrived along the Rio Grande, near where the city of Bernalillo is today. It was in this vicinity that the Spanish troops engaged in a fierce attack against the Arenal and Moho pueblos, in which many inhabitants were killed.

Coronado’s expedition next paused at Cicuyé (Pecos) Pueblo, where a Plains Indian guide told the Spaniards of a land of gold, Quivira, in hopes that the Spanish expedition would get lost and perish out on the vastness of the Great Plains. When Coronado finally awakened to the reality that they had been duped, the Indian guide was put to death, and this bedraggled and demoralized expedition returned empty-handed to Mexico (Nueva España). Coronado was subsequently put on trial for his failed mission and barely avoided being convicted. The Spanish Crown viewed the expedition as a monumental failure, though it ultimately proved to have been a major landmark in Spanish exploration leading to colonial development.

Coronado National Memorial is a scenically and ecologically rich park that includes beautiful oak woodlands, amid a setting of mountains, canyons, and the broad panorama of San Pedro Valley and far southward into Mexico. Of the ten species of oaks in the area, there are Arizona white, Emory, silverleaf, Mexican blue, and Gambel. Other trees include pinyon pine, alligator and oneseed junipers, Fremont cottonwood, netleaf hackberry, Arizona sycamore, western soapberry, catclaw acacia, honey mesquite, Arizona madrone, Arizona walnut, and velvet ash. Other plants include Parry’s and other agaves (century plants), sotol, nolina, Schott’s yucca, ocotillo, and numerous cacti, including Engelmann’s prickly pear and cane cholla. Among the numerous wildflowers are paintbrush, penstemon, gilia, and sunflowers. A long list of grasses includes nine species of the fascinating gramas—sideoats, black, blue, etc.

Mammals include an occasional mountain lion; bobcats; coyotes; gray foxes; whitetail deer; coatis; ringtails; striped, hognosed, spotted, and hooded skunks; and peccaries (javelinas). Among the more than 160 recorded species of birds are Gambel and Montezuma quail; roadrunners; great horned owls; 12 kinds of hummingbirds, such as black-chinned, broad-tailed, magnificent, and an occasional white-eared; acorn and other woodpeckers; scrub and gray-breasted (Mexican) jays; painted redstarts and other warblers; black-headed grosbeaks; western tanagers; and hooded and Scott’s orioles. Of the reptiles, there are a number of lizards including the beautifully patterned Arizona alligator lizard, and a half-dozen varieties of rattlesnakes.

There are six miles of trails in the memorial, including the one leading from the visitor center up to Montezuma Pass and on up to the 6,864-foot summit of Coronado Peak. The overlook at Montezuma Pass, which is reached both by trail and road, provides an outstanding panorama southward into Mexico. The highest point in the memorial is 7,676-foot-high Montezuma Peak.

Camping is not permitted in the memorial, but it is allowed in the adjacent Coronado National Forest. A picnic area is available in the memorial. The visitor center offers an interpretive video on the Coronado expedition, exhibits, and publications. The memorial’s visitor center is open daily, except on Thanksgiving and Christmas. Lodging and meals are available in Sierra Vista, Bisbee, Benson, Tombstone, and Tucson.

IF YOU GO: Access from I-10 (just west of Benson) is south 29 miles on State Route 90 to Sierra Vista, then south about 15 miles on State Route 92, to the Coronado Memorial Road, which soon enters the memorial. Further information: Superintendent, 4101 E. Montezuma Canyon Rd., Hereford, AZ 85615. Telephone (520) 366-5515.



CUMBERLAND GAP NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK


CUMBERLAND GAP NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK consists of 20,312 acres in Kentucky, Tennessee, and the western tip of Virginia. It was established in 1955 to protect a scenic stretch of Cumberland Mountain (a ridge of the Appalachian Mountains) and a historically significant natural pass through the mountain.

For many centuries, native Americans traveled back and forth through the narrow gap. Then in 1750, a group led by Thomas Walker became the first white men to discover this passageway, as they searched in vain for a vast land grant to the west of the mountains. For a few years, the frontier wilderness beyond the Appalachians remained closed to eastern colonists, because of hostilities during the French and Indian War. But as these conflicts began to be resolved, hunters started to explore westward in search of new sources of wildlife. Prominent among these pioneers was marksman Daniel Boone who ventured alone in 1767 on a two-year trek into the uncharted wilderness. In 1775, following the signing of a treaty that officially ended the years of Indian hostilities in this region, Boone set out with 30 companions, including his wife and children, to find a new homeland and mark out a wilderness trail westward from Cumberland Gap into the wilds of Kentucky.

[image: Image]

Cumberland Gap National Historical Park [David Muench]

Hundreds, then thousands, of pioneering emigrants from the eastern seaboard moved into the new territory by way of the gap. By the end of the Revolutionary War in 1781, at least 12,000 people had crossed over to Kentucky by way of Boone’s Wilderness Road. In another decade, that figure had grown to 100,000. In 1792, Kentucky became the 15th state admitted to the Union, which naturally triggered an even greater flood of settlers. By 1800, more than 300,000 people had poured through Cumberland Gap on their way to a new life in the frontier beyond the mountains.

By the 1820s and 1830s, as canals and railroads were extending westward, the importance of the long-popular gap finally began to wane. During the Civil War, in the 1860s, Cumberland Gap took on a different kind of strategic value, as military forces took advantage of the site. In mid-1861, Confederate troops established seven earthen forts that faced northward from the gap. The following year, Union troops took over the gap and built nine earthen forts that faced southward. Then, in a classic military maneuver, the Confederates severed the Union supply line, thus forcing them to yield up control of the pass. In 1863, however, the Union forces got even by sneaking into Cumberland Gap and destroying the Confederates’ supplies, thereby enabling the Union troops once again to claim the stronghold. In spite of these back-and-forth takeovers, no significant battle was ever fought at Cumberland Gap.

An important book on the history of this key transportation corridor is The Wilderness Road, by Robert L. Kincaid.

To enjoy this beautiful park today, away from the fast pace of the main highway, visitors may drive Pinnacle Road, which branches from the main highway, just east of the park’s western entrance at Middlesboro, Kentucky. This road winds up the mountain to Pinnacle Overlook, from which is a vast panorama across the gap to the mountains extending on south.

The park offers some 50 miles of hiking trails, from short interpretive trails, as near the main campground, to Ridge Trail. The latter begins at Pinnacle Overlook and runs 19 miles northeastward along the spine of richly forested Cumberland Mountain. This trail crosses Gibson Gap, where one of the park’s five hike-in campgrounds is located (permits are required), then proceeds on, crossing Butchers Gap at 2,819 feet elevation and Chadwell Gap at 3,385 feet.

Near Chadwell Gap is the site of the historic Hensley Settlement. Founded in 1904, this community of a dozen farmsteads was scattered across a plateau on Brush Mountain. The remote settlement grew to about a hundred residents in the late 1920s and 1930s, before being abandoned by the early 1950s. Three of the Hensley farmsteads have since been restored by the National Park Service.

The park’s visitor center, situated near the start of Pinnacle Road, offers interpretive programs, exhibits, trail guides, and other publications. From mid-June to Labor Day, and on spring and autumn weekends, the park offers a variety of family oriented, ranger-guided activities. From Memorial Day to Labor Day, the visitor center is open daily. It is closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, Jr.’s, birthday, and Presidents Day. The Park Service advises visitors always to use caution when hiking, and to be alert for snakes, poison ivy, poison oak, and poison sumac.

The wide variety of flora and fauna of Cumberland Mountain is typical of the southern Appalachians. Of the trees there are Virginia and pitch pines; eastern hemlock; tulip tree; sassafras; witch hazel; several hickories; beech; a number of oaks, including white, chestnut, northern and southern red, black, scarlet, and blackjack; eastern redbud; flowering dogwood; striped, red, and sugar maples; and royal paulownia. Shrubs include mountain laurel, early azalea, great laurel, and catawba rhododendron. Of the numerous species of wildflowers, there are Mayapple, yellow trout-lily, large-flowered trillium, yellow and pink lady’s-slippers, showy orchis, bloodroot, hepatica, partridgeberry, and about 20 kinds of violets, such as bird-foot and sweet white.

Among the mammals are black bears; whitetail deer; gray and red foxes; bobcats; opossums; raccoons; striped skunks; cottontails; chipmunks; and fox, gray, and flying squirrels. Of the many birds, there are numerous kinds of hawks, many of which are seen during the autumn as they ride the rising thermals on their southward migration along Cumberland Mountain; and there are ruffed grouse; wild turkeys; great horned, barred, and other owls; pileated, red-bellied, and other woodpeckers; blue jays; Carolina wrens; wood thrushes; numerous warblers during spring migration, such as chestnut-sided, Kentucky, hooded, ovenbird, and American redstart; rose-breasted grosbeaks; cardinals; indigo buntings; rufous-sided towhees; white-throated and other sparrows; and scarlet and summer tanagers.

The park’s main campground is situated just north of U.S. Route 58, near the park’s eastern entrance, in Virginia. The five hike-in campgrounds (one is a horse camp, near the Hensley Settlement) are located adjacent to or near Ridge Trail. Picnic areas are provided near the visitor center, at Bartlett Park, partway up Pinnacle Road, and near the main campground. Spur roads lead to trailheads in the eastern part of the park, and a back road leads up to the Hensley Settlement.

Lodging and meals are available in Middlesboro, KY; Cumberland Gap, TN; and other towns in the area.

IF YOU GO: Access is west from U.S. Route 23, 54 miles on U.S. 58 (route of the Wilderness Road), in Virginia; north from I-81, 50 miles on U.S. Route 25E, in Tennessee; or southeast from I-75, 48 miles on U.S. Route 25E (route of the Wilderness Road), in Kentucky. Further information: Superintendent, P.O. Box 1848, Middlesboro, KY 40965. Telephone (606) 248-2817.



DE SOTO NATIONAL MEMORIAL


DE SOTO NATIONAL MEMORIAL consists of 26 acres at the mouth of the Manatee River at Tampa Bay, on the west coast of Florida. It was established in 1949 to commemorate the landing of Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto, somewhere near this site in May 1539. He and his successor, Luis de Moscoso, led a grueling, four-year, nearly 4,000-mile trek that was the first major European exploration of what is now the southeastern United States.

With a license from the Spanish Crown “to conquer, pacify, and populate” the region called La Florida, De Soto led an army of approximately 700 men—cavalry, crossbowmen, lancers, and harquebusiers; a corps of construction engineers, carpenters, and other workers for building boats, bridges, and temporary shelter; a few Roman Catholic friars; and a few women. Included were more than 200 horses and other livestock.

The Spaniards trekked through the seemingly endless, largely forested wilderness of what is now Florida, Georgia, the Carolinas, southeastern Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and eastern Texas. While the expedition anticipated discovering gold and other great riches, as the Spaniards had previously found in Peru and Mexico, it was faced with never-ending hardships without ever discovering the wealth its men were seeking. Again and again they encountered Indians. Some, as in what is now South Carolina, treated the Spaniards hospitably and presented them with gifts of such things as freshwater pearls. But others attacked the expedition, retaliating against the ruthlessness of these strangers in their midst. Deaths and desertions substantially reduced the size of the expeditionary force as they struggled along.
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Reenactment of Spanish explorers at De Soto National Memorial, Florida [NPS]

There were numerous confrontations with the native Indians, as for example in northern Florida, where the Spaniards attacked 400 Indians, killing many and taking others as slaves to serve as carriers for the expedition. Women, too, were taken as prisoners. Those who opposed the harsh treatment were either burned at the stake, shot, or had a hand cut off, as an example to the others. On many occasions, the expedition ousted Indians from their towns so they could establish quarters for themselves.

In Alabama, in the biggest confrontation of the expedition, the explorers suddenly found themselves encircled by several hundred Mabila Indian warriors, who were angered by De Soto’s demand that they hand over several hundred Indians to serve as enslaved porters. A fierce fight ensued in which the Indians’ town burned down and more than 2,000 Indians were killed. Some of De Soto’s most important colleagues were also killed, along with some of the expedition’s valued horses.

While De Soto’s demoralized men pressed him to return south to their supply ships lying just off the Alabama coast, he stubbornly insisted on pushing farther northwestward across what is now Mississippi. Time and again De Soto proved to be stubborn and inflexible—intolerant of opposition once he had made a decision.

Narrowly escaping a dawn attack by Chickasaw Indians, who resisted supplying the Spaniards with women and porters, the explorers reached the wide Mississippi River in May 1541. Barges were built to ferry them across. In what is now Arkansas, they continued to encounter hostile Indians. They built a fortified stockade around their winter encampment on the Arkansas River, near where Ft. Smith is today. De Soto finally became so discouraged with the continuing failure to find great riches—along with losing his chief interpreter, Juan Ortiz, many of his ablest soldiers, and most of his horses—that he reluctantly ordered the weary expedition back to the Mississippi.

De Soto’s next plan had been to build boats and sail down the great river, send for reinforcements from Mexico and Cuba, and establish a coastal base from which to carry on further searches for gold. In May 1542, however, he succumbed to a fever (perhaps malaria) and died. But not before he ordered an attack on a town nearby in which the unarmed native Americans were savagely slaughtered, others were seriously injured, and many women and children were taken captive.
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