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PREFACE

For me, quotes are nuggets of wit and wisdom that motivate and inspire. The discovery of new, meaningful quotes is always a delightful surprise. As a “quote collector,” my favorite quotes were scattered in various files and underlined in dozens of books, which often made it difficult to find the right quote when I needed it.

The purpose of this book is to provide one central resource to which educators can quickly turn for a compilation of quotes relating to education and leadership. The quotes are organized for easy access and referenced by themes.

—John Blaydes
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INSPIRATION

 

I quote others only the

better to express myself.

—Michel de Montaigne,
Essayist

When one door of happiness closes, another opens;

but often we look so long at the closed door that

we do not see the one which has been opened

for us.

—Helen Keller
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There are high spots in all of our lives and most of

them come about through encouragement from

someone else. Encouragement is oxygen to the soul.

—George Matthew Adams,
Author
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Let each of us aspire to inspire, before we expire.

—Albert Clarke Jr.,
Author
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Whether you think you can or think you can’t,

you’re right.

—Henry Ford
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In everyone’s life, at some time our inner fire goes

out. It is then burst into flame by an encounter with

another human being. We should all be thankful for

those people who rekindle the inner spirit.

—Albert Schweitzer,
Humanitarian, Missionary

The grand essentials of happiness are: something to

do, something to love, and something to hope for.

—Allan. K. Chalmers,
Author
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Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine

percent perspiration.

—Thomas Edison
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You gain strength, courage, and confidence by

every experience in which you really stop to look

fear in the face.

—Eleanor Roosevelt
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Life isn’t about the breaths we take, it’s about the

moments that take our breath away.

—Author Unknown
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When everything seems to be going against you,

remember that the airplane takes off against the

wind, not with it.

—Henry Ford
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Your success and happiness lie within you. External

conditions are the accidents of life.

—Helen Keller

Do not go where the path may lead, go instead

where there is no path and leave a trail.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Attitude is the paintbrush of the soul.

—Author Unknown
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The word “listen” contains the same letters as the

word “silent.”

—Author Unknown
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Take a chance! All life is a chance. The man who

goes farthest is generally the one who is willing to

do and dare.

—Dale Carnegie,
Philanthropist, Educator
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Most of us die with our music still inside us.

—Oliver Wendell Holmes,
Author, Poet
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How far you go in life depends on your being

tender with the young, compassionate with the

aged, sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant of

the weak and the strong. Because someday in life

you will have been all of these.

—George Washington Carver,
Agricultural Chemist,
Former Slave
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If you trust, you will be hurt, but if you don’t trust,

you will never learn to love.

—Mahatma Gandhi
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Never give up, never give up, never, ever give up!

—Winston Churchill
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Lincoln was great, not because he was born in a log

cabin, but because he was able to get out of it.

—Hanoch McCarty,
Motivational Speaker, Author
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We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is

not an act, but a habit.

—Aristotle
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Obstacles are those frightful things you see when

you take your eyes off the goal.

—Henry Ford

Here is the test to find whether your mission on

earth is finished: if you’re alive, it isn’t.

—Richard Bach, Author
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No one can make you feel inferior without your

consent.

—Eleanor Roosevelt
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When working with children what sustains us is an

irrational hope.

—John Blaydes,
Educator, Author
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Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can

do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can

do that.

—Martin Luther King Jr.
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The gains of education are never really lost; books

may be burned and cities sacked, but truth, like

the yearning for freedom, lives in the hearts of

humble men.

—Franklin D. Roosevelt

When you do what you’ve always done, you get

what you always got and you’ll be where you’ve

always been.

—Author Unknown
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Poverty has many roots, but the taproot is

ignorance.

—Lyndon B. Johnson
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The future belongs to those that believe in the

beauty of their dreams.

—Eleanor Roosevelt
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There is no such thing as failure, only different

outcomes.

—Author Unknown
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If you think education is expensive, try ignorance.

—Derek Bok,
Harvard Professor, Author
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I’m not concerned whether you failed, but if you

are content with your failure.

—Abraham Lincoln

To read without reflecting is like eating without

digesting.

—Edmund Burke,
British Statesman
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Discoveries big and small might have been made a

lot sooner if someone had just said “You can”

instead of “You can’t.”

—Author Unknown
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Happiness is a habit. Practice unhappy attitudes

and become an unhappy person. Practice happy

attitudes and learn that the habit becomes the

person. Let positive thoughts become your habits.

—Author Unknown
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School is not preparation for life, but school is life.

—John Dewey,
Philosopher, Educator
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If you did your best yesterday, you’ve begun to

die; if you’re doing your best today, you’re

beginning to live!

—Northwest Sparkler, Publication

How monotonous the sounds of the forest would be

if the music came only from the top ten birds.

—Dan Bennett,
Comedian
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Art is not the “icing on the cake,” but the “yeast in

the bread.”

—Author Unknown

[image: image]

Education makes a people easy to lead, but difficult

to drive; easy to govern, but impossible to enslave.

—Lord Brougham,
Lord Chancellor of England
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“No” is a vitamin; it only makes me stronger!

—Author Unknown
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Books were my pass to personal freedom. I learned

to read at age three, and soon discovered there was

a whole world to conquer that went beyond our

farm in Mississippi.

—Oprah Winfrey
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In happiness lies the joy of achievement and the

thrill of creative effort.

—Franklin D. Roosevelt

Security is mostly a superstition. It does not exist in

nature. Life is either a daring adventure or nothing.

—Helen Keller
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He who has health has hope; and he who has hope

has everything.

—Arabian Proverb
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Triumph is just the extra “umph” added to the

“try.”

—Author Unknown
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The greatest good is what we do for one another.

—Mother Teresa
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People need love most when they deserve it least.

—Author Unknown
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When you’ve exhausted all possibilities, remember

this: you haven’t!

—Robert Schuller,
Minister, Crystal Cathedral

Luck is a matter of preparation meeting

opportunity.

—Oprah Winfrey
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The best angle from which to approach any problem

is the “try angle.”

—Author Unknown
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Poverty must not be a bar to learning and learning

must offer an escape route from poverty.

—Lyndon B. Johnson
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Most people are as happy as they make up their

minds to be.

—Abraham Lincoln
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I look for a day when education will be like

the landscape, free for all. Beauty and truth

should be free to everyone who has the capacity

to absorb. The private school, the private library,

the private art gallery, the exclusive college, have

got to go. We want no excellence that is not

for all.

—Elbert Hubbard,
Author, Publisher

Strongest minds are often those whom the noisy

world hears least.

—Author Unknown
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All things excellent are as difficult as they are rare.

—Benedict Spinoza,
Philosopher
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We make a living by what we get, we make a life

by what we give.

—Winston Churchill
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When someone does something good, applaud! You

will make two people happy.

—Samuel Goldwyn,
Movie Producer
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It is not enough to be good if you have the ability

to be better. It is not enough to be very good if you

have the ability to be great.

—Albert Lee Cox,
Student, Grade 8
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Perhaps I owe it to flowers to be a painter.

—Claude Monet

What would life be if we had no courage to attempt

anything?

—Vincent Van Gogh

[image: image]

I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do

everything, but still I can do something. And

because I cannot do everything I will not refuse to

do the something that I can do.

—Helen Keller
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There is no better place to be than where you are,

and no better time than now to make a difference.

—Jim Kelly,
Educator
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The important thing is not so much that every child

should be taught, as that every child should be

given the wish to learn.

—Sir John Lubbock,
British Naturalist
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All people smile in the same language.

—Author Unknown

[image: image]

Be yourself, try your best, and never be afraid to dream.

—Christa McAuliffe,
Teacher, Astronaut

I believe in second chances, so I don’t give

up on people or children. I know that if I have

a class full of kids, I want all of them to succeed.

Because of my own academic experiences, I don’t

believe in quitting. I believe in finding solutions

to each and every problem. With all the chances

I was given, I am going to give my students as

many chances as they need to find themselves

as students.

—Ennis Cosby, Teacher,
Son of Bill Cosby
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It is never too late to be what you might have

been.

—George Eliot
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Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see

the shadow.

—Helen Keller
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It’s a funny thing about life. If you refuse to

accept anything but the best, you very often

get it.

—Somerset Maugham,
Author

Reading is the single most important social

factor in American life today. The more

you read, the more you know. The more

you know, the smarter you grow. The smarter

you grow, the longer you stay in school.

The longer you stay in school, the more

money you can earn. The more you earn, the

better your children will do in school, and the

longer you will live. So, if you hook a

child with reading, you influence not only

his future health and financial

circumstances, but also those of the next

generation.

—Jim Trelease,
Educator, Author
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You are today where your thoughts have brought

you; you will be tomorrow where your thoughts

take you.

—James Allen, Author
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One man with courage is a majority.

—Thomas Jefferson
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Lord, grant that I may always desire more than I

can accomplish.

—Michelangelo

You’ve got to get to the stage of life where

going for it is more important than winning or

losing.

—Arthur Ashe,
Tennis Champion
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My only concern was to get home after a hard

day’s work.

—Rosa Parks,
Civil Rights Activist
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Few will have the greatness to bend history itself,

but each of us can work to change a small portion

of events. It is from numberless acts of courage and

belief that human history is shaped.

—Robert F. Kennedy
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I know God will not give me anything I can’t

handle. I just wish that He didn’t trust me

so much.

—Mother Teresa
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All our dreams can come true—if we have the

courage to pursue them.

—Walt Disney

Let us have faith that right makes right; and in that

faith let us to the end dare to do our duty as we

understand it.

—Abraham Lincoln
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If you want to be happy, be.

—Tolstoy
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Hope is the feeling you have that the feeling you

have isn’t permanent.

—Jean Kerr, Writer,
Lyricist
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God does not want us to do extraordinary things; he

wants us to do ordinary things extraordinarily well.

—Charles Gore, Bishop,
Theologian
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Happiness makes up in height for what it lacks in

length.

—Robert Frost
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When we do the best that we can, we never know

what miracle is wrought in our life, or in the life of

another.

—Helen Keller

You can learn anything you need to learn to

achieve any goal you set for yourself. There are no

limits except the limits you place on your

imagination.

—Brian Tracy,
Motivational Speaker,
Author
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So many of our dreams at first seem impossible,

then they seem improbable and then, when we

summon the will, they soon become inevitable.

—Christopher Reeve,
Actor
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We must not, in trying to think about how

we can make a big difference, ignore the daily

small differences we can make which, over time,

add up to big differences that we often cannot

foresee.

—Marion Wright Edelman,
Child Advocate, Author
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I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do

everything, but I can do something; and what I can

do, that I ought to do; and what I ought to do, by

the grace of God I shall do.

—Edward Everett Hale,
Author, Teacher, Minister

Some men see things as they are and say, “Why?” I

dream things that never were and say, “Why not?”

—George Bernard Shaw
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In the pursuit of happiness half the world is on the

wrong scent. They think it consists in having and

getting, and in being served by others. Happiness is

really found in giving and in serving others.

—Henry Drummond,
Author, Scientist, Theologian
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The danger of the past was that men became

slaves. The danger of the future is that men may

become robots.

—Erich Fromm,
Author, Holocaust Survivor
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What you get by achieving your goals is not as

important as what you become by achieving your

goals.

—Zig Ziglar,
Author, Motivational Speaker
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Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you’ll land

among the stars.

—Author Unknown

Your job gives you authority. Your behavior earns

you respect.

—Irwin Federman,
Businessman
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Whoever undertakes to set himself up as judge in

the field of truth and knowledge is shipwrecked by

the laughter of the gods.

—Albert Einstein
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Your past is important, but as important as that is,

it is not nearly as important to your present as the
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