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Praise for ROAR FROM ZION





“My dear friend and covenant brother of forty years has written a new book. Roar from Zion reveals Paul Wilbur’s heart and passions. There is the desire for intimacy in worship, for revival, for sharing the truth about Yeshua with our Jewish people, and for the recovery of the Jewish historic and prophetic context of the Scriptures. In addition, this new book describes the new mandate Celebration Church in Jacksonville, Florida, has been pursuing for a living experience with Yeshua, the Son of David and the Son of God.”


—Asher Intrater, president of Tikkun Global and Revive Israel


“This book tells the amazing story about an amazing event that took place in Jerusalem and about the amazing roar from Zion. At times, it felt like I was reading a novel, but the story is real, and the message is real. God will yet again roar from Zion, and the Jewish people, along with the whole world, will be shaken. Read this book and join this end-time spiritual journey for yourself!”


—Dr. Michael L. Brown, host of The Line of Fire radio broadcast


“If you enjoy Paul Wilbur’s music, messages, and writings, as I do, you will enjoy this latest release, Roar from Zion.


“The reader will be enlightened by Paul’s insight into the Sabbath—and why and how it is meant to be celebrated. He shares the importance of remembering God’s feasts and festivals and why God has given them to us, His family. Deep into the text, he also reminds us of the importance of daily Bible reading, prayer, fasting, fellowship, and family. Personal revelations on the power of praise and worship are shared by this musician and artist in a way that testifies to Paul’s more than forty years of service.


“Roar from Zion is a heartfelt and challenging encouragement as we prepare for God to restore His Kingdom, when He will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem.”


—John Arthur Muenz Jr., M.D., Jacksonville, Florida


“The word ‘vocation’—as in ‘ministerial vocation’—comes from the Latin vocatio, meaning ‘voice.’ People notice impulses within them that incline them toward various vocations—could be a plumber, electrician, doctor, housewife, or teacher. The point is that people notice something in them that wants to be heard—thus a ‘vocation.’ While granting the value of all legitimate vocations, there’s something particularly noteworthy about hearing the voice of God and then responding accordingly.


“Roar from Zion tells the story of how a man walked my talk: Paul Wilbur heard something, responded, and the rest is history—i.e., his story. Having its genesis in a ‘still small voice,’ Roar from Zion is its author’s autobiographical journey through time and circumstance. It tells the story of God at work in the world today and the emergence of a distinctively Jewish-Christian worship experience—with Paul very much in the vanguard. He gives a window into his life and his ministry calling’s vicissitudes, and, with it, a culminating vision for the basics of a ‘one new man’ congregational model planted in a contemporary church experience.


“This book is full of inspiration and information. It’s creatively loaded with biblical stories and applications, and I am so very pleased to commend it to you.”


—Dr. Jeffrey Seif, University Distinguished Professor of Bible and Jewish Studies at the King’s University-Houston, a member of the TLV Bible Translation Team, a former chair of the Department of Jewish Studies at the Christ for the Nations Institute, and host of Our Jewish Roots on Daystar Television and TBN
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FOREWORD



Worship is the reality of the relationship between God, the Creator and Possessor of Heaven and Earth, and mankind. Yeshua defined the experience of worship in John 4:23–24: “But the time is coming and is already here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit [from the heart, the inner self] and in truth; for the Father seeks such people to be His worshipers. God is spirit [the Source of life, yet invisible to mankind], and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (AMP). Truly, this defines the reality of the relationship between God and man.


This book by Paul Wilbur is real! Roar from Zion is an amazing journey from self to reality. This is one of the few books that you hear instead of read. You sense reality from the first sentence through the closing paragraph. In Roar from Zion, Paul led me on a journey into the reality of worship in his life and the reality of a Holy God. I found myself worshiping. I entered into knowing the Lord and experiencing His heart and His character with a depth of understanding that was new and fresh.


“The Lord will thunder and roar from Zion!” (Joel 3:16 AMP). As we are proceeding in this new era in history, we must look and listen for the “new.” This new era will be summarized as “the era in history when the Lord roared from Heaven!” He is listening for those in the Kingdom of God who will echo this same roar from Earth. This book will help you develop and unlock the sound that has been stored within you for NOW!


In the days ahead, there will be divine alignments and moments of change that will produce faith explosions in the Lord’s people. The Lord says, “I have power within you that I will explode!” You have a sound that will reflect that power. Roar from Zion will help you learn to better understand that sound. This will be the sound of “One New Man” in the earth.


In a recent gathering, I shared, “We will be in a great tension—a new era of warfare for us. It won’t be like the warfare we’ve been in, in the past. It’s a tension arising which I call ‘The Lion vs. the Dragon War.’ That will happen this decade. We must know who we are part of. We must leave our maintenance mentality and walk into a conquest mentality based upon the boundaries God is assigning to each one of us. This is a word I want to leave with each one of us—individually, corporately, territorially, and generationally.”


We go from faith to faith, glory to glory, and strength to strength. A new strength is coming into our inner being. This strength will result in the “Sound of FAITH” being expressed. New vision is arising. Strength means “the battle to withstand attack.” While reading Roar from Zion, I sensed new strength arising in my bones.


Deliverers will rise up! Entire groups of people will begin to be delivered from the bondage and oppression that has kept them prostrate, and they will begin to stand before the Lord with great shouts of victory. This is a time of much confrontation. But we can be assured of victory when our confrontation with the enemy comes from a place of intimate communion and worship. This is a time when we must give Judah (our praise and worship) the freedom to experiment until we come into the sound that will bring victory into the earthly realm. We must distinguish the sound of Judah. “The LORD also will roar from Zion… the heavens and earth will shake… the LORD will be a shelter for His people, and the strength of the children of Israel” (Joel 3:16 NKJV).


God roars as He goes to battle. He will roar against His covenant enemies. His covenant people will also begin to roar and become a fearful, holy remnant to contend with in the earthly realm. He will be a shelter and a strength to those who respond to His sound and call on Him. Worship this season will determine how the multitudes in the valley of decision begin to decide to follow God. There is an inherited roar within you. Let the Lord draw you near and develop that roar within you so that this sound is brought forth at the appropriate time in your life.


Sound creates movement. Heaven and Earth are going through many great transitions. As God’s people, we are the central theme of the transition. Transition means crossing over from one place or dimension to another. Transition is also a shift in sound, a musical modulation, or a passage leading from one section of a piece to another.


Your conscience is like a window between soul and spirit. Make sure nothing is clouding your conscience in this season. Sound that leads you into movement and worship will cause your conscience to remain in alignment with God. Your conscience is one of the absolute authorities of your life. When your conscience is aligned and interacting with the Word of God, the “window” remains clean and open. The conscience is the lamp of the body. The conscience is the eye of our spirit that causes us to see into the heavenly realms.


We say what we see! Open your mouth and release the decree that is in your heart! This is the season of confession and decree. What we say now determines our future. If we will cleanse our consciences, then the revelation that has not been able to influence our minds will find entrance.


Let the shout of the Lord arise in you. Let your confidence in the Lord be heard. Though the enemy is roaming like a mighty lion, seeking whom he may destroy, there is a roar in you to be released at this time. This roar will defy the enemy. Go past that which seems invincible in your life. Get in the river of change that is flowing by your door and let it take you to your next place. Get a shield of protection around you and birth the new that the Lord has for you. Your latter end (future) will be greater than your beginning!


There is a violent sound arising in the earth. This is the sound of God’s people praising! As you praise “violently,” you are releasing the “Roar of the Lord” that has been held captive in God’s people. God’s sound emanates from Heaven and orders much of what goes on in the earthly realm. When He is ready to bring restoration to Earth, He releases His sound. Judah goes first! Judah roars! The roar of God is within us.


Judah means “Praise Yahweh.” Do not resist the major shift that is recreating the way we worship and our corporate acknowledgment of God. “Yahweh” means “the God of covenant.” Our praise and worship are important to the Lord. Revelation 5:5 tells us that Jesus is the Lion of Judah. That Lion is living in us. Satan only roams about “like” a roaring lion. Jesus is a roaring lion. We have to let that aspect of praise be in us. That Lion in us is strong, confident, and aggressive. “They will walk after the LORD, He will roar like a lion; indeed He will roar” (Hosea 11:10 NASB). There is a sound of God’s being released in the earth right now through His people that is signifying the strength of God in these times. The enemy is walking around like a roaring lion seeking whom he will devour, sounding accusations and producing fear. But at the same time, God is releasing His roar, which is much greater than the enemy’s.


The Lord is saying: “Let Me bring forth a new expression of worship. Let it take you beyond where you have been with Me before. I have increased My activity in the heavens, and there is a new release of the angelic forces that are My Triumphant Reserve for just this—your time in history! Don’t allow the stirring of the second heaven to cause you to shrink back. Instead, rush toward the Roar of Heaven that I Am releasing in this hour. This is an Awakening Roar, a Declaration of War Roar, and a Releasing Roar that will cause keys of revelation to unlock the treasures of the ages—treasures held for you and treasures planted in you. Remember the last chapters of My Covenant Book—YOU WIN! For I AM the One who has NEVER LOST A BATTLE!”


Roar from Zion will help you see God’s Kingdom come in its fullness. We must understand how to pray and position ourselves for the future. Get ready for a great shaking! Thrones of iniquity are going to fall. We are about to see a tremendous shift in worship throughout the world as God’s throne is reestablished and the Church rises into a new glory. One New Man is arising! A King is coming! Join Paul Wilbur as he helps us understand how to pray, watch, and express the sound of our future.


Dr. Chuck D. Pierce


President of Glory of Zion International Ministries


President of Global Spheres, Inc.










SECTION 1 DECLARATION OF THE WORD











CHAPTER 1 THE ROAR





Write the vision and make it plain….


—Habakkuk 2:2 (NKJV)





Have you ever found yourself turning the last page of a very long chapter in your life and asking, “Now what?” That is exactly where I landed when my twenty-seven-year-long relationship with Integrity Music came to an end.


It was a bittersweet time for me, as our partnership had produced some of my life’s best musical works for God’s Kingdom. Live recordings in Israel like Shalom Jerusalem, Jerusalem Arise, Lion of Judah, and Desert Rain were all created with my friends at Integrity Music. Other projects like “Up to Zion,” “Holy Fire,” and “The Watchman” were considered groundbreaking releases, mainstream worship materials that helped create a new genre. The company had invested millions of dollars to create the records and videos that the world would use to worship the King of Israel in many languages and nations. But that chapter in my life was drawing to a close. So, with a touch of sadness, I found myself asking that age-old question: Now what?


It was then that I got a call from a relatively new friend who asked what I was going to do now and stated that he had been praying for me and the ministry. He wanted to be a blessing if he could. His passion for me and my family was a wonderful surprise. I was utterly amazed when he offered to fly from Ohio to my home in Jacksonville, Florida, and invest a couple of days in praying and planning with us.


We covered a lot of ground in those two days, asking a lot of necessary questions which begged for really good answers. Questions like: How long do you plan to keep up the 225 travel days every year? What happens to your family ministry if one of those flights takes a detour to Heaven? What about the future of your two sons, who have dedicated themselves to you and the ministry?


Finally, after two intensive days of prayer and discussion, the word came. “Build me a Blackbird,” the Lord said.


That meant something to me—but for everyone else, let me explain. Back in the 1960s, the first U.S. spy plane, called the U-2, was shot down over the Soviet Union. The Cold War with Russia was in full bloom at the time, and this incident was a major disaster for the United States and the entire free world. Fortunately, the pilot survived. After some intense negotiations, the U.S. wound up exchanging a Soviet spy for one of our own. This gripping story was brought to life on the screen by Tom Hanks in the film Bridge of Spies.


The end result for America was that a team of the very best minds in aeronautics, physics, mathematics, and engineering was assembled in a secret location and commissioned to design a plane that would fly higher and faster than anything the world had ever seen. The goal was to build a spy plane that would be invulnerable to all kinds of weapons from the ground or air and put the U.S. back in the lead of technology and top-secret information gathering. The result was the Blackbird SR-71. It exceeded even the highest expectations. When it was retired many years later, it remained unrivaled in stealth, speed, and technical abilities.


After hearing from God, we knew what we were supposed to do: build a Blackbird. But what would our Blackbird look like? What would it sound like? Would it make any sound at all?


Then suddenly, one day, it came to me in stark black and white—the blueprints for our new mission.


The morning started out like any other normal day at home as I tried to catch up after being gone for several days. The day was packed, but I wanted to have a few minutes with my Bible to hear the voice of the Lord. I knew I only had a few minutes, and I wanted to make them count. I chose to read something for context, not just a random Psalm or two. I had been missing our son Joel and his wife, Sharon, since they had moved to Los Angeles several years before. Thoughts of him took me to the book of Joel with its three short chapters.


I breezed through Chapter 1, then on through Chapter 2. The locusts were devouring everything: “They swarm over the city and run along its walls. They enter all the houses, climbing like thieves through the windows” (Joel 2:9 NLT). Next came the promise of the outpouring of the Spirit of God that Peter declared fulfilled in Acts 2 during the Feast of Shavuot (Pentecost). Then came the judgment of the nations for dividing up “My land” and scattering “My people.” As I read those words, I wondered how so many people (even well-meaning Christians) could support the “Two-State Solution,” which claims that a Palestinian state should be created alongside Israel to accommodate Arabs, who occupied the land in 1948. The “solution” involves taking land from Israel to create the Palestinian state, thus further dividing the nation.


Then I saw it, right there in Joel 3:14–16 (NIV):




Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision. For the Day of the Lord is near.… The Lord will ROAR from Zion, and thunder from Jerusalem.





I had read those verses many times before, but they had never hit me quite so hard as at that moment. First, I thought of the “multitudes” of lives hanging in the balance between Heaven and Hell. The day is quickly approaching when all people on Earth will be judged for their sins and the mistreatment of Israel, the firstborn child of God’s covenant family. Then, somehow it seemed a sound would come from the Judge of the Nations and Protector of His People—a ROAR from the Lion of Judah. His thundering voice would push back the darkness, repelling fear and the invaders of the Holy City. Finally, there would be peace—shalom—for the people of God and His holy hill, Mount Zion.


I sat for just a few moments more, stunned at what I had just seen and heard. Then that inner voice spoke: “Put together a team of anointed worshipers and players, release the sound in Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles in 2018 (the seventieth anniversary of the State of Israel, the fiftieth anniversary of Jerusalem as Israel’s undivided capital, the hundredth anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, and the five hundredth anniversary of the Protestant Reformation). Lift up a sound and I will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem.”


The Blackbird now had a shape and a voice. The secret location to build it? Jerusalem.



THUNDER FROM JERUSALEM



I wondered what the roar and thunder would sound like and what the impact would be on the earth. In Joel 3, the sound of this Voice causes the earth to shake and the mountains to tremble, but that same Voice is “a refuge for His people, a stronghold for the people of Israel” (Joel 3:16 NIV). I find it interesting that even though the English word people appears twice in this verse, the Hebrew words used in the original text are different.


The first word used for “people” is am, and it appears more than 1,900 times in the Bible. It refers to a large group of people who share a common purpose and goal. The second Hebrew word used for “people” here is ben (son), and that appears almost 5,000 times in the Bible. It refers to people by reason of relationship, whether natural or adopted. It specifically speaks of the children of Israel.


Because this particular passage is speaking about the Day of the Lord, the day that the Messiah returns to defend Jerusalem and judge the earth, I believe this verse speaks about His covering protection for both Israel and the Ecclesia (the Church). All members of His family that call on His Name in holiness are included in this promise.


That roar is the voice of the Holy One of Israel. As I searched through the pages of my Bible, I found it again and again. I discovered the roar in Amos 1 and 3. Turn back just a few pages and there it is again in Hosea 11. Wow, I thought, Why haven’t I seen this before?


This sound is a shield and a fortress for the people of God, but it is also a declaration of devastation against the darkness. The roar of Zion plunges the enemy into profound confusion and destroys the invading forces. The sound that gives life to His people also brings utter devastation and death to His enemies. Now I wondered, Was this the same sound that delivered Jehoshaphat and all of Judah from the three invading armies in 2 Chronicles 20? And what about the “thunder” heard in 1 Samuel 7 that chased the Philistines away? Might this also have been the sound that crumbled the mighty walls of Jericho?


In the case of the Philistines’ defeat described in 1 Samuel, the Ark of the Covenant had been returned to Israel and rested there for some twenty years. Under Samuel’s leadership, the Israelites had put away all their idols and served the Lord only, but they were still under the boot of the Philistines. When Israel cried out to Samuel for deliverance, he told the people to assemble at Mizpah. There he drew water and poured it out before the Lord. In a desert environment, water means life or death, and so this offering of water symbolized their total reliance on God.


They also fasted, put away all their idols, and confessed their sins. When the Philistines heard Israel had returned to the worship of YHVH, they were alarmed and assembled their army to put an end to this revival. Samuel responded to the invasion by building an altar, sacrificing a lamb, and crying out to the Lord on Israel’s behalf. The word for “crying out” is the Hebrew word za’ak, which means “to cry out by reason of affliction, distress, and issuing a summons for help.” And what was Heaven’s response?




But that day the Lord thundered (ra-am) with a great thunder (ra’am gadol) against the Philistines and threw them into such a panic that they were routed before the Israelites. The men of Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, slaughtering them along the way.… So the Philistines were subdued and did not invade Israelite territory again. (1 Samuel 7:10–13 NASB)





The first Hebrew word, ra-am, means “to thunder, to roar, God’s voice of judgment especially in meting out military confusion against His enemies.” The latter expression, ra’am gadol, is a combination of both ra-am and gadol, which means “big or great”—the combined meaning being “a great thunder or roar.”


ANOTHER SOUND



The response from Heaven described in 2 Chronicles 20, when God delivered His people from three invading armies, is similar, yet the sound from the people of God is quite different. Rather than a shout or cry of distress or anguish, they offered up a loud shout of praise (t’hillah, which is derived from hallal, the adoration and thanksgiving that men render to YHVH) and worship, saying, “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love endures forever” (Psalm 136:1 NIV). Although the Scriptures do not tell us about a responding sound of thunder or roaring in this passage, the results are exactly the same. The invading army heard a sound that caused all of them to be thrown into such confusion and panic that they took up their swords and slaughtered each other.


When I took out my Hebrew Bible, I discovered another amazing thing. The word used for “roar” in Joel 3:16 is the word sha’ag, and it has two meanings or sounds associated with it. One definition is “a cry or shout of despair.” Yet in the same sentence, it is also defined as “a roar of victory or judgment.” I confess that I was confused. What in the world? I have never seen a word defined in the same sentence with two such seemingly opposing meanings. As I sat there wondering how this all worked, I heard that inner voice again: When you shout or cry out in despair, I roar over you in victory.


The thought of sounds we make on the earth provoking the thunder and roar from Heaven’s throne room captivated me. So, if we get this right, I thought, many could be won to the Lord, darkness and death would be pushed back, the “multitudes in the valley of decision” would choose Life, Israel would be saved, and hope would be released to the nations.


But how could we possibly make such a sound? The answer was obvious: we would release the covenant cry for help and praise, and God would release the Thunder and the Roar of victory.


WHAT’S IN A SOUND?


A big question concerning this revelation of sound is simply: Why? Consider that in both Matthew 7:11 and again in Luke 11:13, Jesus says, “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in Heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask (aitéō, request, beg, cry out to) Him?”


Every good parent knows the sounds their children make. As our two sons grew, we quickly identified the different sounds that came from their cribs. The happy gurgling sounds told us all was well; the “I’m hungry” or “please change my diaper” sounds got a response when needed. We even recognized the “I am angry” cry that sometimes went unanswered during the temper tantrums all babies try on new parents.


But the one cry that never went unheeded was the sound of despair, anguish, or pain. It solicited an immediate and impassioned response from both me and my wife—a loud cry of something like a roar or thunder that meant “Daddy’s coming.” The distance between us and that crib would vanish in milliseconds as we brought all our power and resources to help our child.


So “if you who are evil” (compared to our Heavenly Father) “know how to give good things to your children”—or know how to respond to your own children’s cries for help—“how much more will your Heavenly Father give?” Our role was to cry out to Him and trust Him to respond as the loving Father that He is.


One final question remained as our mission began to take shape: Why me?


They say music is “the language of the soul” at the “heart of man,” the “international language” we all share. Music has the power to calm the rage of a savage beast, to woo the heart of a lover, and so much more. There has never been a culture in which music has not played a significant role in day-to-day life or expression.


I have heard it said that every move of the Spirit of God needs someone to preach it and—you guessed it—someone to sing it. It seems God had chosen us to do just that. In fact, as I look back over my life story, I can see His hand preparing us to walk with Him “for such a time as this.”
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