
[image: image]


[image: image]


[image: image]


Copyright © 2020 by Henry Cowen

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without the express written consent of the publisher, except in the case of brief excerpts in critical reviews or articles. All inquiries should be addressed to Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018.

Skyhorse Publishing books may be purchased in bulk at special discounts for sales promotion, corporate gifts, fund-raising, or educational purposes. Special editions can also be created to specifications. For details, contact the Special Sales Department, Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018 or info@skyhorsepublishing.com.

Skyhorse® and Skyhorse Publishing® are registered trademarks of Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.®, a Delaware corporation.

Visit our website at www.skyhorsepublishing.com.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available on file.

Cover design by Daniel Brount

Cover photo credit: Henry Cowen

Print ISBN: 978-1-5107-3501-9

Ebook ISBN: 978-1-5107-3502-6

Printed in China



Foreword


by Dave Whitlock
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Freshwater striped bass pioneer and fly-fishing icon Dave Whitlock with a striper. Credit: Dave Whitlock.



Freshwater, landlocked striped bass are truly an outstanding quarry for flyfishers who want to experience saltwater-class battles but don’t live conveniently near brackish or ocean coastal shorelines. I discovered these breathtaking Atlantic natives while living in Maine and conducting the annual L. L. Bean fly-fishing schools in the early 1980s. Stripers immediately struck me with their awesome beauty, shape, aggressiveness, and fly-rod-wrenching, long, and powerful runs. Upon returning home to Norfork, Arkansas, in the fall of 1983, while stopped at a gas station, I noticed a small group of men peering into the bed of a pickup truck. It was late October, so I assumed someone had bagged a big whitetail deer. My curiosity moved me to join the group. What a shock I got! It was not a deer but, instead, five really big stripers laying there. They had just been caught that chilly, fall morning barely five miles from my home near Lake Norfork! The chance experience of seeing that limit of huge stripers was, for me, the beginning of an exciting, lifelong fly-fishing addiction to freshwater stripers.

I went out the very next day, but even after many chilly, predawn trips to Norfork Lake in hunts for these super bass, I was not successful. To add insult to disappointment, I had to endure the remarks of conventional tackle striper guides while I was out there. I’d hear, “Hey flyfisher, the trout are below the dam, not up here!” and “Flyfisherman, that fly pole is way too scrawny to hold up a striper!”

The stripers had been stocked on Norfork Lake in the 1970s and 1980s from brood stock of the Santee-Cooper landlocked stripers. When I began trying to catch one, these relatively unknown residents had enjoyed very light fishing pressure in this extremely popular largemouth and smallmouth fishery. Norfork Lake’s ideal depths, temperatures, size, and almost limitless forage of striper favorites—shad and crayfish—had helped these fish quickly reach double-digit proportions. From October to May, huge schools of stripers roamed the shallows in this thirty-mile reservoir from sunup to sundown, feasting at the surface on football field–size school of thread fin and gizzard shad. This was my quarry—and it was eluding me.

One day, as I was putting my boat in, a Norfork bait guide gave me some advice about using more realistic shad flies and approaching the surface-busting fish quietly and with stealth. I had been using the flies, approach, and presentation that I had used successfully along the coast of Maine—but Norfork stripers wanted no part of it. That helpful guide’s advice was exactly what I needed. Nearly five months after I had begun, I hooked my first Norfork freshwater striped bass! I started out early one morning, in the bitter cold, using an 8-weight and size 4 thread-fin shad flies—and hopeful with my newfound knowledge. My very first Norfork Lake striper emptied my big Tibor reel spool of 215 yards of backing in just seconds. I chased it across the arm of the lake using my electric motor and finally, after a long, hard fight for what seemed like hours, I brought that gorgeous, leg-long, exhausted bass to the surface. I had no net big enough to come close to lifting it aboard, and I feared I’d get pulled overboard trying to lip the monster. So, I held it alongside the boat and motored to the nearest shoreline, beached my skiff, and then the striper. It was forty inches long and I estimated its weight at twenty-three to twenty-five pounds!

Over the 1980s and early 1990s, I fished for Norfork’s stripers every time I could and often landed three to four per morning, averaging fifteen to eighteen pounds. My best weighed thirty-eight pounds, but I hooked several that I’d estimate would go fifty pounds. Over time and with much trial and error, I taught myself how to catch Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas stripers. During the 1990s, a similar experience was being carried forward. I was only one of a handful of freshwater striper flyfishers that I knew of. However, through fly-fishing shows, I had gotten word that a guy named Henry Cowen was giving striper fly-tying demos and slideshows on catching stripers on fly rods. These bits and pieces of positive news about Henry and his Lake Lanier guiding success had me really looking forward to meeting the young man. I finally got my wish at the Atlanta Shallow Water Fly Fishing Show. Before I actually met him, I watched his outstanding presentation of tying his popular Coyote striper fly he had developed and an information-packed slideshow on how and where to catch southern freshwater striped bass. I learned so much that day, and as soon as I met this neat and personable young man, I decided I’d like to be friends.

A year later, at the same show, Henry invited Emily and me to a day on his home water, Lake Lanier. From the moment we pulled away from the dock, I knew we were in very professional and capable hands. His equipment, method, and system for locating and approaching stripers was flawless. Henry truly excels in guiding for freshwater stripers.

Fast-forward to last spring, at the Atlanta Fly Fishing Show. Henry told me, in a low-key statement, that he had been asked by a publisher to write this book. My first thought was what awesome news for flyfishers and striped bass, because I can think of no one more qualified than Henry to compose this important book. His perfect prospective of this magnificent gamefish has now produced for us the definitive system to help every potential striper flyfisher be successful encountering freshwater stripers in the North American reservoirs, tailwaters, and rivers in which they roam. He has precisely what it takes to produce this long-needed “classic” for fly fishing striped bass.

I was honored when Henry asked me to write the foreword, especially after I reviewed the book. I am so pleased at how very thoughtfully he has covered for us all the aspects needed to locate striper fisheries, choose the flies and tackle, and use methods of presentations to assure success catching them. Henry’s book has distilled for you the information and instruction that will help guide you to success in one season. I predict this book will become the standard reference for fly fishing for freshwater stripers. Enjoy!

—Dave Whitlock



Preface and Acknowledgments
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Fly-fishing guide, tier, and author Henry Cowen. Photo Credit: Henry Cowen.



This book has been in the making in my mind for over fifteen years. When I moved to Georgia back in 1997, I never had previously fished for freshwater striped bass with a fly rod. I had been a striped bass fisherman since the mid-1970s and became a fly-fishing saltwater striped bass fanatic in 1990. Once I moved south from the tristate fisheries of New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut, I needed to learn an entirely new fishery: landlocked stripers. The problem? There was little if any information available on sodium-free (landlocked) stripers with regard to fly fishing. It took a while, but eventually I was able to figure out the fish and this type of fishery, which differs in many regards to that of saltwater stripers. Over time I began to meet and talk to a few folks who had the same burning passion to fly fish for these great freshwater gamefish. Folks like Dave Whitlock and Dan Blanton became good friends, and I was able to compare notes as to how these fish behave and the patterns that are prevalent to our respective fisheries. Our fisheries were over a thousand miles apart from one another, yet we seemed to all encounter the same types of patterns year after year. That also meant we had to solve similar problems regarding this fishery. I cannot say enough how much I appreciated our talks and their friendships over the years. My good friend O’Neill Williams once made the most important observation I had ever heard about freshwater striped bass: “Henry, striped bass do not know where they live.” I took that to mean a striper in Virginia is no different than a striper in California or Oklahoma, and they can be patterned all the same. Those words resonated with me like no others when it came time to write this book. Thank you for those words, O’Neill.

As time went on, my “brother from another mother,” Kevin Arculeo, would pester me, saying, “You need to write a book on freshwater stripers.” He’s been saying this for over ten years. I think Kevin was like a fishing Nostradamus. In 2017, my dear friend Lefty Kreh called me on the phone to have one of our thirty-minute chats, as we did about every two or three weeks. Lefty said it was apparent to him that freshwater striped bass fishing was a powder keg ready to explode. He was getting emails and letters constantly asking about this fishery, and there was little if any information on it. He said the industry needs a book to be written on this subject and I needed to be the one to write it. He further hoped that this book would be a “how to” on everything you need to know about these fish, as folks just do not know where to begin. I was honored he would think of me to take on this project. For that reason, I feel he is one of a handful of folks I would like to dedicate this book to. Unfortunately, he passed away before this book’s completion, but his character and spirit were with me the entire time, pushing me to complete this project he believed in.

When I called Dave Whitlock to tell him of the book project I was about to undertake, he simply said, “Marvelous.” He then said he would love to help with any information or illustrations needed for this project. His illustrations were simply the icing on the cake. Our publisher, Skyhorse, was delighted that Dave and Emily Whitlock were going to be a part of this book. For those of you not personally familiar with Dave and Emily Whitlock outside of their vast knowledge of fly fishing, they are simply two of the nicest and kindest people you could ever meet. Thank you both for your help and participation in this book.

I briefly want to thank my photographer, Josh England, for all his help with this book. For me, writing is the easy part of the project. Pictures, well, that’s an entirely different daunting task. Josh is one of the best and most talented photographers there is as well as a striped bass junky. He has no ego, which means when you question a photograph, whether he or anyone else took it, you get a straight answer. I am not quite sure if this book would have happened without his participation, so for that I say, thank you buddy.

I would also like to thank my dear friend and outstanding outdoor photographer David Cannon for allowing me to have use of his entire photography library. I am lucky to have friends like that. I remember David catching his first striped bass with me many years before he carried a camera around with him.

Now that this book is completed, there are a few people I would like to thank for their time over the years discussing freshwater striped bass or simply having the patience to put up with my affliction of this great gamefish. I would like to first thank my parents for exposing me to fishing. My dad started taking me fishing when I was four years old, and the spark from that first trip has never been extinguished. We spent many days in a rowboat either fishing for fluke on the South Shore of Long Island or in the Catskill mountains tossing artificial lures for largemouth. Years later he showed me the art of fly fishing, and our trips eventually landed us on the fabled streams of Roscoe, New York, fishing for trout. I would give my eyetooth to have one more trip on a boat or in a pair of waders wetting a line with him. I would like to quickly thank my mom for never feeling left out of these trips and always suggesting, “Why don’t you two go fish for a bit and come back for dinner.” She understood the bond between parent and child that fishing can bring forth.

I would like to thank Gary Merriman, owner of the Fish Hawk fly shop in Atlanta, Georgia, for never letting up the pressure on me to become a guide for this fishery. It is one of the things I truly love and look forward to about the sport. I have witnessed its growth over the past twenty years, especially on Lake Lanier as well as throughout the entire United States. Gary and all the folks who work at the Fish Hawk continue to play a huge role in getting the word out about this great fishery.

When I first showed up on Lake Lanier back in 1997, there was no one to discuss the fishery with. There was, however, a conventional tackle guide whom I would first hire and then commiserate with; I’d pick his brain to help figure out the certain twists and turns these crazy fish can take from time to time. Captain Mack Farr became a great friend, and to this day I think he is quite possibly the most adaptive and versatile fisherman I have ever met. I was with him when he caught his first striper on a fly nearly twenty years ago while we were making a video on freshwater striped bass on the fly. This book certainly has his fingerprints all over it.

Just like Mack Farr, Captain Clay Cunningham is a dear friend who fishes freshwater striped bass over two hundred days a year. He is a top striper guide on one of the best striper lakes in the country. He and I have had many conversations over the years comparing the current patterns these fish display. We are continually trying to figure out our next best move in order to be successful on the lake. I appreciate all of what seems like a daily chat during striper season. Although Clay has not caught one on a fly yet, I know it is on his bucket list.

While I do fish for striped bass in rivers, I am certainly way more comfortable when I am fishing reservoirs. With that said, I could not give enough credit to friends Rob Smith of The Fish Hawk fly shop and angler Bill Butts of Springfield, Missouri, who are both river rats when fly fishing for striped bass. These two guys will forget more than I will ever know when it comes to river fishing. If you look closely, you might find that they both have gills behind and under their ears.

I would also like to thank dearly departed friend and angler Tommy McCue, who I met back in 1999 on Lake Lanier on his first ever day fly fishing the lake, when I was still green myself and learning the fishery. Tommy and I became good friends, and I taught him all he needed to know about fly fishing in exchange for thirty years’ worth of his knowledge about conventional fishing on Lake Lanier. It’s obvious that I got the better of that deal.

There is positively no way I could have ever written this book without the help of the folks at the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. These guys put their lives’ work into our fisheries here in Georgia. Establishing relationships with these folks many years ago allowed me to call and get answers to the scientific data questions discussed in this book. I am grateful for their years of friendship and, to the extent that when our hatcheries produce a few thousand extra striper fingerlings, that they consider giving them all to the Lake Lanier fishery (grin).

I would also like to thank anyone who reads this book and finds that it helped them become better at figuring out how to catch freshwater striped bass on the fly. As anyone who fishes for these animals knows, they are not particularly easy to figure out, especially on fly! My wife has made a believer out of me with regards to karma. When it comes to fishing, I have always tried to put an effort into paying it forward. If I can help one or one thousand people make their fishing more successful, then I have done right by what I was fortunate enough to have learned over the years.

Lastly and most important, I would like to thank my wife, Tina, for putting up with all the lost time spent on the “pond” over the last twenty-three years and for never saying no if I wanted or needed to go fishing. When we were first going together back in the mid-1980s, she knew what she was getting into regarding the role fishing played in my life. She was with me in the beach buggy when I fished the tip of Breezy Point Jetty in Jamaica Bay; in a pair of waders alongside of me in the surf off Staten Island, New York; and even walking out and under the girders of the Marine Parkway Bridge in Brooklyn, New York, when we would sight cast to forty-plus-pound stripers moving in and out of the shadows of the lights cast from above the bridge. After thirty-two years of marriage, she has been, and continues to be, one hundred and ten percent supportive of my fishing obsession, for which I am eternally grateful.
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The author (right) with photographer Josh England (left) and Dave Whitlock.





Chapter 1

About the Fish
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HOW THE FISHERY STARTED
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Freshwater striped bass fishing has become one of the hot topics in communities throughout the United States.Photo Credit: Josh England.



Everyone knows that striped bass have thrived along the East Coast of the United States for centuries. Heck, the Pilgrims talk about how their survival in the New World was due to being able to harvest striped bass out of New England waters. Fast-forward to 1942: A dam was completed on the Santee–Cooper reservoir in South Carolina that essentially closed the Cooper River’s natural flow. Striped bass that made their yearly spawning pilgrimage up the Cooper River were trapped behind the newly built dam and thrived in fresh water. Most folks believed the trapped stripers would just die off. But, to the contrary, they found the stripers were thriving and still reproducing in the lake. This was the birthplace of striped bass in fresh waters. Since then, many lakes around the country have been able to produce a quality freshwater striped bass fishery. If we fast-forward into the 1950s, we see a few lakes where biologists started small stockings of striped bass. Their survival rate increased, and more and more states started looking into and producing striper fisheries around the country. This fishery really began to take hold in the 1970s when departments of natural resources (DNR) or fish and game departments around the country concluded the abundance of forage fish in a given lake can be best utilized by stocking a predator species, and that species became the striped bass. There was obviously a dual purpose as the DNR realized that they would also be sponsoring the use of a brand-new recreational fishery. Talk about foresight! Biologists learned that some fisheries could reproduce on their own merits while others needed the help of hatcheries to keep them going.

For striped bass to reproduce in fresh water, they need to have their eggs tumble in the current of a flowing river for at least forty-eight to seventy-two hours to avoid suffocation. Then the eggs hatch after being fertilized, and the lifecycle begins. This usually occurs in early spring through early summer. The water temps in our lakes will warm to about 57°F, and the pre-spawn will take place. Ideal spawning temperatures will be in the 60° to 65°F range.

For lakes that have rivers running into them, this occurrence will begin sometime in March or April. Once the surface water temperatures on the lake hits that magical high-50°F mark, the striped bass go into what we call the pre-spawn phase. Fish will become extremely active and will start feeding aggressively. This is a time when you might see some very good surface feeding activity going on. The fish are all storing up weight to make that run up the river very soon. Fish expend many calories during the spawning run, so a good feed prior to that is in order. On many lakes, not all fish will run up the river. Some will make spawning runs down near the dam where there is major current. Others may run into the backs of creeks where there is a source of water running into the lake. Obviously, these fish’s eggs will not reproduce due to the fact that they must be in constant moving water. However, the fish are always looking for opportunistic conditions to try to find a place for reproduction. The only chance of reproduction is for those that run up the rivers to spawn. The males will get out and onto a lake’s points, near the river channel, and wait for females to journey up the river. The males will then be in hot pursuit of the spawning females. Once upriver, the females will drop their eggs and the hope of new life begins. Some lakes (like Lake Lanier, officially called Lake Sidney Lanier) will have striped bass making the spawning run up both rivers that feed the lake (in this case, Chattahoochee and Chestatee rivers). However, neither of the rivers are long enough to have successful spawning runs. The eggs released upriver will tumble down and settle in at the bottom of the lake and never hatch. It is these lakes, with the help of a proactive department of natural resources or US Fish and Wildlife Service and their hatcheries and stocking programs, that help keep the supply of striped bass thriving in lakes. Here in Georgia, our DNR has hatcheries that produce in excess of 2.5 million striped bass fingerlings a year. We will discuss this later in this chapter.
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A striped bass’s colorful markings are like none other in the freshwater fishing world. Their silvery sides along with striped lateral lines are admired by anglers in both fresh and salt water. Photo Credit: Josh England.



The only place where a different type of spawn occurs is in some of the north-central lakes of Southern California. This is where California’s famed San Luis Reservoir is located. San Luis gets its water from the Sacramento–San Joaquin River Delta. This is a pump storage reservoir, and how their striped bass get into the lake is fascinating. Juvenile striped bass and many other forage species are pumped into the lake from the delta. Even striped bass eggs and larvae are pumped into the lake. However, biologists have determined that stripers already in San Luis will spawn and drop their eggs in the springtime. Interestingly, these eggs have enough current from the water being pumped out in the spring along with the cool winds coming off the ocean to create enough current for stripers to successfully reproduce in this watershed without the use of a river system to carry the eggs until a fry is hatched. Amazingly, this system once produced some of the country’s biggest freshwater striped bass on record and on occasion can still produce some quality fish for anglers wanting to pursue a sodium-free striper.


DIFFERENT STRAINS OF FISH AND THEIR RANGE
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Striped bass, along with their close cousins (hybrids), have become the target for fly-fishing anglers throughout the country. Photo Credit: Josh England.
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While the markings of all striped bass and hybrids might vary slightly depending on their makeup, there is no mistaking that pronounced spiny dorsal fin. Photo Credit: Josh England.



Most freshwater stripers are managed by either US Fish and Wildlife or a state’s department of natural resources. Many states that stock their own fish get them from local hatcheries sourced through local lakes and rivers. However, these fish came from somewhere originally, long before they were supplanted in that state’s fishery. California got its original striped bass from the East Coast and had them shipped across the country. Any stocking that might happen today would come from local fish. However, to my knowledge, California is getting its fish from natural spawning and has not stocked striped bass in over twenty years. Florida and some parts of southwest Georgia are using their brood stock from fish that originated from the Gulf of Mexico brood stock. I have heard that over time this strain of fish has gotten used to being in warmer water, but this has not been proven scientifically. While these Gulf-strain fish are striped bass, they originated from waters that empty into the Gulf of Mexico and genetically are slightly different from what we call the Atlantic strain of striped bass. Our DNR prefers to use Gulf strain of stripers for reservoirs whose waters eventually go into the Gulf of Mexico. However, the fish that are stocked throughout the rest of Georgia are stocked by raising striped bass that are considered the Atlantic strain of fish, which originated from the Savannah River basin. Those are basically the only two strains of fish available to all hatcheries throughout the United States, either originated from the Gulf stain or the Atlantic strain. Most states are using fish from their local area to produce hatchery raised stripers, as it is simply more cost effective. While there are some federal hatcheries where fingerlings are transferred into certain watersheds, most states prefer to rear their own if they can get the brood stock. Some of the hybrid stocking programs may have a hard time finding white bass and, in that case, will find hatcheries that can help get them the brood stock needed to produce a hybrid fingerling. No matter where the brood stock is coming from, most anglers need to know that the dollars that they are paying for a state fishing license helps pay for these hatcheries and the cost involved with freshwater striped bass and hybrid stocking programs. This is proof of your dollars at work and a thank you should go out to those state and federal agencies that help with the production of these wonderful gamefish.
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Striped bass fall into the category of temperate bass, which is depicted in this illustration by Dave Whitlock. Top left: white bass; top right: white perch; center: striped bass; bottom left: yellow bass; bottom right: hybrid striper. Credit: Dave Whitlock.



GROWTH RATE AND LIFECYCLE

Stripers can grow very quickly in freshwater impoundments. The reason for this is that the forage is landlocked and if there is a consistently good spawn and hatching of threadfin shad, the young stripers have an excellent food source from which to thrive. Stripers when stocked are put in as a very small. Here on Lake Lanier, our DNR (which manages our stocking program) will collect sperm and eggs from local lakes throughout the state and then send them to the hatchery, where they are reared into fingerlings. At one inch in length, the fish are released in several areas of our lake around mid-April through May. The release is planned around that time so it can coincide with the lake’s shad spawn. If we have a successful shad spawn, the stripers will at first feed on insects, plankton, and shad larvae. Should a good shad spawn occur, the stripers will grow rapidly and start feeding on the newly hatched shad over the next year. When all goes right, the stripers can grow up to one foot (give or take) in the first year. Everything is dependent on water quality and having a good food source to feed on. Stripers can grow extremely fast after their first two years and can put on between two and four pounds a year after their first two years. That kind of growth is usually not seen in salt water. While they can live far longer in salt water than fresh water, their average size is generally larger in fresh water during the earlier years. Again, this is because living in an impoundment makes feeding easier as the forage cannot get away. If you look at photos of freshwater stripers compared to those out of salt water, you will notice the freshwater (sodium-free) stripers have these enormous pot bellies. A thirty-inch fish in salt water will typically weigh about ten pounds while that same thirty-inch fish in fresh water will typically weigh twelve pounds and have that deep belly. Since water quality can play such a tremendous role in a freshwater striped bass’s growth, there is really no standard we can look at for consistency due to the year to year changes in a lake’s water quality. Some years our one-year-old fish are six inches long and we never see them, and other years they can be ten to twelve inches long and they will show up in a lake’s fishing catch more frequently.
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Most striped bass take three years to grow to a catchable size of three to four pounds. Photo Credit: Josh England.



The life cycle of a freshwater striped bass can vary from lake to lake and varies hugely from that of their saltwater brethren. Once again, it all comes down to water quality. Typically, it appears that fish living in impoundments that are generally cooler can grow faster and live longer. Stripers living in fresh water typically can live a maximum of fifteen years of age. What is interesting is that here in Georgia that age would be a tad generous. Most of the time we see our fish living ten to twelve years. Yet our neighbors in Tennessee have stripers that grow bigger and live a little longer. That is why you will see that Tennessee consistently records some of the largest striped bass catches here in the South. If you were to look up the lifecycle of a saltwater striped bass, you will find it is considerably longer. Stripers living in fresh water out West in northern California have been recorded at some enormous sizes. While both San Luis and the O’Neill Forebay have their share of large fish, it is those found in both the Sacramento and American rivers that are truly impressive when it comes to size. The reason one watershed can have fish that push the limits of fifty-plus pounds while others struggle to hit the forty-pound mark is just a measure of the fishery’s water quality and food source. Give a fish an additional two or three years of life and you can understand why that watershed yields bigger fish.
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Fly-fishing icon Lefty Kreh along with Georgia freshwater striped bass angler Dennis Ficco holding a two- and a half to three-year-old striped bass. Photo Credit: Henry Cowen.
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Freshwater striped bass can grow to enormous sizes, but it is their girth that allows them to achieve these massive weights. Photo Credit: Henry Cowen.



Hybrids are a completely different story. While hybrids typically do not reproduce and, because they are bred to be crossed with white bass and striped bass, we see that their growth is smaller for the most part. An untypically large hybrid will push the mid-teens in size. However, most hybrids found throughout the United States will typically be in the two- to five-pound size. Hybrids pushing the limits of double digits are considered highly prized by anglers fishing for them. The general life cycle of a hybrid would be in the four- to six-year range. They simply do not have as long a life cycle as striped bass do. Once they get past their first two years, they can grow relatively fast during the time they have left in their impoundment. As previously stated, water quality is tied to their growth rate and life cycle too.

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT FOR FRESHWATER STRIPERS

Freshwater striped bass fisheries are managed by each individual state. In salt water, there is a federal fisheries commission (National Marine Fisheries Service) that manages migrating coastal stocks but gives each state the oversight to manage their fishery while complying with federal rules and regulations to conserve those coastal stocks. In fresh water, there is little if any federal involvement in any one specific fishery. There may be some regulations where a national parks service might be involved with regards to when an angler might have access to a specific reservoir or river, or where the Corps of Engineers has oversight to an impoundment’s access or flow of water, but not to the specific oversight of the fish itself. In fresh water, state wildlife agencies have the primary responsibility for managing any inland striper fishery. Department of Natural Resources, Game and Fish, Wildlife Resources, and Department of Fish and Wildlife are some of the names these agencies may go by. Essentially, they are all the same even though their names may differ.
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