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SPOILER ALERT!

QUESTION 1

Have YOU ever had a major case of food poisoning while HANGING from the edge of a ten-metre-high diving tower in front of your entire class, wearing nothing but rapidly DISAPPEARING crocheted trunks?
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MORE SPOILERS!

QUESTION 2

Has an embarrassing CODE-BROWN video of YOU ever gone VIRAL online and now you’re a world-famous meme, not to mention you accidentally BLEW UP your entire school, too?
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SPOILERS AHOY!

QUESTION 3

Have YOU ever been MAROONED on a:

a) deserted

b) haunted

c) erupting

d) all of the above island with your arch-nemesis AND been chased by a ROBOT SHARK?
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SPOILER AMA!

QUESTION 4

Have YOU ever been mistaken for a similarly named international recording superstar and teen heartthrob, and subsequently KIDNAPPED, requiring you to ESCAPE from a high security mansion?
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SPOILY McSPOILERSON!

QUESTION 5

Have YOU ever been swallowed by a giant SINKHOLE and then come face to face with an INSATIABLE, ever-expanding, seemingly sentient, gargantuan FATBERG?
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BONUS QUESTION (for extra points)

And have YOU ever had to survive a zombie apocalypse…

when you live right next door to the CEMETERY…

FOR ELITE ATHLETES?
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It’s going to be one stressful, sweaty, scary, sporty, SHOCKING, SUPERNATURAL…
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8:03am



‘WAKE UP!’

So far this woeful week I’ve been woken up by…

1. MY MUM ON MONDAY with her dreaded, patented LIGHT SWITCH FLICK.


ANNOYMENT FACTOR: Four and a half light bulbs
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2. MY DAD ON TUESDAY with a side-serving of slobber, courtesy of NICKERS.


DOG DROOL FACTOR: Bring an umbrella
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3. MY ARCH-ENEMY (Slash Current Step-Brother!) MARVIN ON WEDNESDAY


FEAR FACTOR: Four fins
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4. TV HOSTS ON THURSDAY live and televised in high-definition.


MORTIFICATION FACTOR: International
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5. MYSELF ON FRIDAY except I wasn’t even asleep!


PAIN FACTOR: A pinch and two slaps
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But today, SATURDAY, I’m woken by a gentle voice coaxing me out from a foggy slumber.

‘WAKE UP, Justin!’
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My eyelids flicker open. A kind face, filled with compassion, is floating above me. It’s my friend, Mia. Eyes wide with concern. Looking softly down on me.

Me, with sleep CRUD clogging my eyes.
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Me, with my bed hair resembling a shambolic bird’s nest.
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* My new home!

Me, with a rivulet of congealed SALIVA trickling from the side of my mouth.
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Me, clutching my Cloppy Doppy plush toy to my cheek like a baby with a blankie.
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I’m suddenly very awake and very AWARE of how I must look to Mia right now. That’s NOT the impression I want to be making!

My mind is racing through my options in this moment…

OPTION A:

Shut my eyes and pretend I’m still asleep. Nan calls this ‘PLAYING POSSUM’.
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OPTION B:

Smile dreamily and say something witty/charming/funny - except I can’t think of ANYTHING witty/charming/funny to say! Dad’s kind of funny. What would he say?
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OPTION C:

Sit bolt upright, emit a high-pitched SHRIEK and then jump out of bed, flinging Cloppy Doppy across the room like a lumpy frisbee while simultaneously trying to pat my hair down, wipe my mouth and rub my eyes.
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My brain unfortunately chooses OPTION C! Why?

‘Oi! Keep it down, Poo Boy. I’m creating magic here.’
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That’s Marvin, over on his half (more like three quarters!) of our room. I can’t believe that BOTHERSOME, two-faced bully is now officially my step brother! Of all the people - and even inanimate objects - on the planet, he would have been my LAST choice for a brother!
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Marvin glares at me ICILY, HUFFS in contempt and then turns back to his computer and continues tapping away at his keyboard, extra loudly.

I ignore him and turn to Mia. I’m embarrassed, but also very CONFUSED.

‘What happened last night?’ I ask her groggily. ‘The last thing I remember was being in the cemetery.

It was CREEPY!

(ALL CAPS CREEPY!)
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There were cats EVERYWHERE, just NOT Captain Fluffykins.
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And then I stumbled. I FELL! There were GOOSEBUMPS!

I CALLED OUT FOR A HAND AND THEN…’

‘Yes, yes. We were there,’ Marvin butts in. ‘We heard you scream like the nappy-wearing INFANT you are and then we found you. I’ve already uploaded the video on my channel. It’s getting good numbers. Let’s watch.’

Marvin hits PLAY on…
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SOME SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS

OPENING SHOT:

(Actually LOWLIGHTS is more accurate)
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There I am, unconscious on the ground. Mia is kneeling by my side gently shaking me.

Oh, I am out COLD! Please note Marvin is doing absolutely NOTHING!
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I take that back. Marvin is zooming in UP my nostrils!
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And now he’s prodding my head with his FOOT! REPEATEDLY!
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And now he’s re-enacting the Justin Chase video clip for ‘Let Me In’!
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It gets WORSE! Now he’s fixing his hair and looking straight to camera. It’s about to be a…
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MARVELOUS MARVIN

MONOLOGUE

TRANSCRIPT:
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Hello, devoted fans. Yes, I’m here in a derelict cemetery at midnight, bravely risking my life, searching for Poo Boy’s mangy, feral cat.

And how does Poo Boy repay my selflessness? He’s taking a nap. Fast asleep. Is it past someone’s beddy-byes time? Pathetic!
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(Thankfully Mia interjects)

Fine. I am feeling the chill. Let’s go. You drag him. I’ll continue documenting this moment for my fans.
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I agree. It’s not fair. Once again I’m doing the real heavy-lifting. Providing lighting, atmosphere and sparkling commentary while you just lug the dead weight.
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(I bet Marvin has edited Mia’s voice in the video! That sneak. He probably used A.I. Don’t believe everything you see-or hear-on the internet!)
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Well, I suppose I already carry him with my talent, I may as well literally carry him. I am truly noble.

It feels like I’m watching in SLOW MOTION as Marvin grabs my leg to ‘help’ lift me and inadvertently (or absolutely intentionally!) PULLS MY PANTS DOWN.
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Wait! It is in SLOW MOTION on the video Marvin has edited. And now he’s freeze framed and ZOOMED IN. And there they are. My undies on display to the whole wide world AGAIN!
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At this stage I may as well just take out a billboard for…


[image: Image]


* Back-up Lucky Undies** (actual Lucky Undies are in the wash)

** Evidently not THAT lucky!

I’m as red as a TOMATO, equal parts anger and embarrassment. I’m absolutely FUMING at Marvin.
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He’s smiling smugly in return. ‘In case you’re interested Poo Boy, in my online poll 89% of people DO think you’re too old to be wearing Cloppy Doppy underwear.’

I push past Marvin to take control of his computer so I can FAST FORWARD to the end, but there’s nothing to see except me being carried/dragged back home like a sack of potatoes, repeatedly getting my head BUMPED on…

HEADSTONES
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GATES
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DOORWAYS
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STAIRS
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No wonder my head HURTS!

MY BRAIN BEFORE
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MY BRAIN AFTER
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‘OK. So you brought me back here. I get that, and I’ve got the bumps to prove it, but what about… (and I can’t quite believe I’m about to say this)… THE ZOMBIE?!’
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