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Dear NFT User,

There are certain things Chicagoans know: the best stories happen on the Red Line late at night; the Cubbies are going to win the World Series (…next year); the swear jar in Rahm’s office is overflowing with coins; your out-of-town relatives are going to ask you about Al Capone; there’s a 50/50 chance your alderman is going to be indicted this year; the winters make you stronger and the summers make you lazier; and every New Yorker you know will tell you how shocked they are that there aren’t cows and corn filling up your downtown (“Wow, this actually is an amazing city!”).

But you don’t need us to tell you that Chicago is much more than this. As possessive and proud Chicagoans are of their city, they’re even more so of their neighborhoods, each one offering its own unique experience. Travelling from one to the next is like a different vacation onto itself, and that’s where we come in. Consider us your insider to the best of your own city. You’re the ultimate urban adventurer and we can’t wait to be your companion on the journey.

But print publishing has its shortcomings—it can only reflect what was happening in the city at the time of publication, and things are always changing. That’s where the website (www.notfortourists.com) and mobile apps come in. And while you can’t scribble notes on a computer screen or iPhone app, we think they nicely complement what you now hold in front of you.

Thank you for picking up the Not For Tourists Guide to Chicago. As the only guidebook of the city written by fellow Chicagoans that includes detailed map-by-map descriptions of every neighborhood in Chicago (as well as Evanston, Oak Park, and Skokie), we hope to worm our way into your heart as your indispensable right-hand tool for navigating this dynamic and energetic city that we love.


Map 1 • River North / Fulton Market District [image: image]

[image: image]



Map 1
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Crisscrossed by rail tracks, I-90/94 and the Chicago River, this section of the Windy City is quickly turning from industrial warehousing district to indie-hipster home. Cheaper rent lures artsy types and suits alike to the west where The Blommer Chocolate Company pumps sweet, chocolate-coated air into the streets all day. Diabetics, beware.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Blommer Chocolate Co. • 600 W Kinzie St
312-226-7700
Opened in 1939. Eventually became the largest commercial chocolate manufacturer in the US.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Bub City • 435 N Clark St
312-610-4200
Honky tonk for the River North scene.

• Emmit’s Irish Pub • 495 N Milwaukee Ave
312-563-9631
An old-school Chicago establishment.

• Richard’s Bar • 491 N Milwaukee Ave
312-733-2251
Old man bar good for starter drinks.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Carnivale • 702 W Fulton St
312-850-5005 • $$$
Authentic, soulful Latin fusion cuisine.

• Cemitas Puebla • 817 W Fulton Market
312-455-9200 • $$
Authentic Mexican from the Puebla region.

• Iguana Café • 517 N Halsted St
312-432-0663 • $
Internet cafe with bagels and such.

• La Scarola • 721 W Grand Ave
312-243-1740 • $$
Authentic Italian in a super-close atmosphere.

• Piccolo Sogno • 464 N Halsted St
312-421-0077 • $$$$
You wish your mama in the old country cooked this good.

• Publican • 837 W Fulton Market
312-733-9555 • $$$
Much buzzed Kahan joint is meat and beer lover’s nirvana.

• Ramen Takeya • 819 W Fulton Market
312-666-7710 • $$$
First-class ramen plus small plates and cocktails.

[image: image] Shopping

• Doolin’s • 511 N Halsted St
312-243-9424
Party decorations galore, closed Sundays.

• Trunk Club • 325 W Ohio Ave
800-385-0100
High-end menswear loft with attentive stylists.
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Map 2
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On the west side, monolithic Merchandise Mart (seriously—it has its own zip code) casts its shadow over River North, helping the area maintain its old industrial edge. On the east side, the Trump International Hotel and Tower rounds that edge into the pinnacle of luxury living. In between, Rock N Roll McDonald’s turns up the volume on America’s favorite pastime: grease.
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• Courthouse Place • 54 W Hubbard St
This Romanesque-style former courthouse has witnessed many legendary trials.

• House of Blues • 329 N Dearborn St
312-923-2000
Branch location of well-known chain o’ blues clubs; music is far better than the crap-filled interior suggests…

• Marina Towers • 300 N State St
Bertrand Goldberg’s riverside masterwork. Love the parking.

• Merchandise Mart • 222 Merchandise Mart Plz
312-527-4141
Houses furniture showrooms and a small mall.

• Rock N Roll McDonald’s • 600 N Clark St
312-867-0455
Glitzy take on fast food fodder.

• Sotheby’s • 980 N Michigan Ave
312-475-7900
Renowned auction house. We bid $5.

• Trump International Hotel and Tower •
401 N Wabash Ave
312-588-8000
Shiny happy 92-story skyscraper.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Andy’s Jazz Club • 11 E Hubbard St
312-642-6805
Old-school jazz…a Chicago legend.

• Berkshire Room • 15 E Ohio St
312-894-0800
Cocktail lounge at the hipster-swank Acme Hotel.

• The Boss Bar • 420 N Clark St
312-527-1203
Give tomorrow’s hangover extra fuel at this 4 am dive.

• Brehon Pub • 731 N Wells St
312-642-1071
Irish pub, lots of TVs for Masterpiece Theater, er, sports.

• Celeste • 111 W Hubbard St
312-828-9000
Art deco-style cocktail bar.

• Clark Street Ale House • 742 N Clark St
312-642-9253
No pretense, just beer—and lots of it.

• Gilt Bar • 230 W Kinzie St
312-464-9544
Old-time cocktails meet the spirit of new-school alcohol artistry.

• The Green Door Tavern • 678 N Orleans St
312-664-5496
A Chicago landmark; old-school classic.

• Havana • 412 N Clark St
312-644-1900
Cuban cocktail creations with a live Latin soundtrack.

• Howl at the Moon • 26 W Hubbard St
312-863-7427
Late-night dinner and pianists who encourage patrons to sing.

• Municipal Bar • 216 W Ohio St
312-951-2125
Slick sports bar paying homage to the city’s architectural roots.

• Pippin’s Tavern • 806 N Rush St
312-787-5435
Old union haunt = lots of beer.

• Pops for Champagne • 601 N State St
312-266-7677
Jazz and champers.

• The Redhead Piano Bar • 16 W Ontario St
312-640-1000
Snug piano bar favorite of the area.

• Rossi’s Liquors • 412 N State St
312-644-5775
A dive in the best sense of the word.

• Snicker’s • 448 N State St
312-527-0437
Eastern European female bartenders imported for beauty at this dive.

• Social Twenty-Five • 25 W Hubbard St
312-670-2200
High-class sports bar with live music on the weekends.

• Sound Bar • 226 W Ontario St
312-787-4480
High-end bells and whistles dance club with tough door.

• Spy Bar • 646 N Franklin St
312-337-2191
Basement club, house music, fashionable crowd, pricey drinks.

• Streeters • 50 E Chicago Ave
312-944-5206
Ritzy dive bar for students and tourists.

• Three Dots and a Dash • 435 N Clark St
312-610-4220
Downtown tiki bar.

• Untitled • 111 W Kinzie St
312-880-1511
Can’t find this modern “speakeasy?” Just look for the CVS.

• Watershed • 601 N State St
312-266-7677
Drinking is easier without windows in this basement bar.


Whether you’re hoping to enjoy craft beers with your dog (seriously, they’re invited, too) at Clark Street Ale House or impress a date with your fluent French at Bistro Voltaire, this ‘hood welcomes two-legged and four-legged types. For can’t-afford-to-miss Latin flavors that you probably can’t afford, head to Topolobampo for gourmet Mexican cooking. Hint: go for lunch for less of a dent in your bank account.
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• Bavette’s Bar and Boeuf • 218 W Kinzie St
312-624-8154 • $$$$
Luscious steakhouse with a young creative bent.

• Brett’s Kitchen • 233 W Superior St
312-664-6354 • $
Charming breakfast and sandwich stop.

• Brindille • 534 N Clark St
312-595-1616 • $$$$$
Luxe Parisian cuisine.

• Brunch • 644 N Orleans St
312-265-1411 • $$
Lunch meets breakfast meets locally sustainable ingredients.

• Café Iberico • 737 N La Salle St
312-573-1510 • $
Shoulder-to-shoulder tapas joint.

• Chicago Chop House • 60 W Ontario St
312-787-7100 • $$$$$
Old-school steaks meet old-school politicos and similar characters.

• Chicago Cut • 300 N Lasalle St
312-329-1800 • $$$
Dry aged cuts and panoramic river views.

• Chick-fil-A • 30 E Chicago Ave
312-266-8888 • $
Fast-food. 5-star service. For real.

• Club Lago • 331 W Superior St
312-951-2849 • $$
Generous servings of basic Italian.

• Coco Pazzo • 300 W Hubbard St
312-836-0900 • $$$$$
Hearty, high-end Italian.

• Dough Bros. Pizzeria and Sub Shop •
400 N State St
312-600-9078 • $$
Italian subs and farm-to-table slices.

• Eataly • 43 E Ohio St
312-521-8700 • $$
High-end Italian foods at this new but already beloved emporium.

• Farmhouse • 228 W Chicago Ave
312-280-4960 • $$
Barn vibe meets craft brewhouse.

• Firecakes Donuts • 68 W Hubbard St
312-329-6500 • $
Old standbys (chocolate iced) and new favorites (lemon verbena meringue).

• Frontera Grill • 445 N Clark St
312-661-1434 • $$
Rick Bayless’s famous cantina—expect to wait awhile.

• Gene & Georgetti • 500 N Franklin St
312-527-3718 • $$$$$
Big steaks.

• Gilt Bar • 230 W Kinzie St
312-464-9544 • $$$
Chandelier-lit dining room upstairs, speakeasy cellar lounge below.

• GT Fish & Oyster • 531 N Wells St
312-929-3501 • $$$
Proof that oysters are aphrodisiacs.

• Havana • 412 N Clark St
312-644-1900 • $$
Soak up happy hour with a range of Southwestern flavors.

• Karyn’s Cooked • 738 N Wells St
312-643-0543 • $$
Hot vegetarian by the queen of raw food.

• The Kerryman • 661 N Clark St
312-335-8121 • $$
Standard Irish pub, plus the bonus of an outdoor patio.

• Kinzie Chophouse • 400 N Wells St
312-822-0191 • $$$
Neighborhood steak house.

• Lawry’s The Prime Rib • 100 E Ontario St
312-787-5000 • $$$
Carnivore’s delight.

• Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria • 439 N Wells St
312-828-9800 • $
Famous in a city famous for pizza.

• Maggiano’s Little Italy • 516 N Clark St
312-644-7700 • $$
Gut-busting family-style Italian.

• Meli Cafe & Juice Bar • 540 N Wells St
312-527-1850 • $$
Fresh, inviting; favors healthy selections and early risers.

• Mr. Beef • 666 N Orleans St
312-337-8500 • $
Get your Italian beef fix at this tried-and-true Chicago classic.

• Nacional 27 • 325 W Huron St
312-664-2727 • $$$
Pan-Latin supper club with dance floor. Babaloo!

• Osteria Via Stato • 620 N State St
312-642-8450 • $$$$
Menu-oriented Italian. Fancy, but reasonably priced.

• Pizzeria Uno • 29 E Ohio St
312-321-1000 • $
Legendary Chicago pizza.

• Portillo’s • 100 W Ontario St
312-587-8910 • $
Classic Chicago-style dogs.

• Quartino • 626 N State St
312-698-5000 • $$$
Trendy Italian small plates and house-cured salami.

• RL Restaurant • 115 E Chicago Ave
312-475-1100 • $$$$$
Somehow they even got the Polo logo on the sole.

• Rosebud on Rush • 720 N Rush St
312-266-6444 • $$
A branch of Chicago’s legendary, old-school Italian.

• Ruth’s Chris Steak House • 431 N Dearborn St
312-321-2725 • $$$$
Consistent steak chain.

• Shanghai Terrace • 108 E Superior St
312-573-6744 • $$$$
The city’s most extravagant Chinese restaurant.

• Shaw’s Crab House • 21 E Hubbard St
312-527-2722 • $$$$
A seafood destination.

• Siena Tavern • 51 W Kinzie St
312-595-1322 • $$$
Housemade pastas made by “Top Chef” celeb Fabio Viviani.

• Silver Spoon • 710 N Rush St
312-944-7100 • $$
Solid Thai option; longtime local fave.

• Sixteen • 401 N Wabash Ave
312-588-8030 • $$$$
Drinks and dinner with a view from the Donald.

• Smith & Wollensky • 318 N State St
312-670-9900 • $$$$
Chicago branch of New York steak emporium.

• Soupbox • 50 E Chicago Ave
312-951-5900 • $
12 fresh soups every day!

• Sullivan’s Steakhouse • 415 N Dearborn St
312-527-3510 • $$$$
Another upscale steakhouse.

• Sunda • 110 W Illinois St
312-644-0500 • $$$$
Pretentious “New Asian” for folks with more attitude than taste.

• Tanta • 118 W Grand Ave
312-222-9700 • $$$$
Gaston Acurio’s revelatory Peruvian cuisine.

• Topolobampo • 445 N Clark St
312-661-1434 • $$$$
Standard bearer for upscale Mexican.

• Vermilion • 10 W Hubbard St
312-527-4060 • $$$
Indian-Latin fusion—what next?

• Wildfire • 159 W Erie St
312-787-9000 • $$
Fun, trendy American.

• XOCO • 449 N Clark St
312-723-2131 • $$
Mexican food guru Rick Bayless’s most affordable cantina.

• Yolk • 747 N Wells St
312-787-2277 • $$
Sunny egg-focused breakfast and brunch.


Chicago is a pizza city and Pizzeria Uno and Lou Malnati’s both serve deep dishes of it. For beef, try Gene & Georgetti or sleek chophouse Chicago Cut. Mammoth international emporium Eataly is sort of like what might happen if Dr. Frankenstein implanted the brain of a Trader Joe’s with one of Mario Batali’s shopping lists; it not only redefines “store-bought” but also offers the full gamut of dining—everything from a quick panini to a high-end five-course meal.
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• Alliance Patisserie • 615 N State St
312-374-4144
Elegant French bakery.

• Doughnut Vault • 401 N Franklin St
312-285-2830
Designer, oversized donuts worth the inevitable wait.

• Firecakes Donuts • 68 W Hubbard St
312-329-6500
Old standbys (chocolate iced) and new favorites (lemon verbena meringue).

• Jonathan Adler • 676 N Wabash Ave
312-274-9920
Hip and happy home furnishings.

• Lightology • 215 W Chicago Ave
312-944-1000
Lights, camera, chandeliers!

• Montauk Sofa • 401 N Wells St
312-951-5688
The most comfortable sofas.

• Orange Skin • 419 W Superior St
312-335-1033
Contemporary Italian furniture.

• P.O.S.H. • 613 N State St
312-280-1602
An Aladdin’s cave featuring old hotel silverware and other finds.

• Paper Source • 232 W Chicago Ave
312-337-0798
Great paper and invitations.

• Pinkberry • 635 N State St
312-475-0641
West Hollywood froyo innovators.


Map 3 • Streeterville / Mag Mile [image: image]
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Map 3
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As out-of-towners aiming to spend cash crash into each other, locals spend their time in lavish high-rises. Whether you’re looking to rent a bike, take a Segway tour or see Lake Michigan via old-fashioned foot, the lakefront trail offers an escape from the epicenter of retail therapy.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Billy Goat Tavern • 430 N Michigan Ave
312-222-1525
Cheezborger! Cheezborger!

• Museum of Contemporary Art • 220 E Chicago Ave
312-280-2660
Party down on First Fridays.

• Navy Pier • 600 E Grand Ave
312-595-7437
Municipal wharf turned boffo tourist attraction.

• Tribune Tower • 435 N Michigan Ave
312-222-9100
Check out the stones from famous buildings around the world including a real-life rock from the moon!

• Wrigley Building • 401 N Michigan Ave
312-923-8080
Monument to chewing gum.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Timothy O’Toole’s Pub • 622 N Fairbanks Ct
312-642-0700
Irish sports bar with tons of TV space.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Bandera • 535 N Michigan Ave
312-644-3524 • $$
Lunch above Mag Mile.

• Billy Goat Tavern • 430 N Michigan Ave
312-222-1525 • $
Cheezboiga; no fries, chips; pepsi, no coke.

• The Capital Grille • 633 N St Clair St
312-337-9400 • $$$$
Macho steak and zin.

• D4 Irish Pub & Cafe • 345 E Ohio St
312-624-8385 • $$$
Upscale Irish pub with a copy of the Book of Kells.

• Gino’s East • 162 E Superior St
312-266-3337 • $$
Legendary deep dish pizza since 1966.

• Grand Lux Cafe • 600 N Michigan Ave
312-276-2500 • $$$
A Mag Mile vittle and view indulgence. Go ahead, be a tourist!

• Indian Garden • 247 E Ontario St
312-280-4910 • $$
Good veggie options.

• Les Nomades • 222 E Ontario St
312-649-9010 • $$$$$
Deluxe haute cuisine.

• NoMI Kitchen • 800 N Michigan Ave
312-239-4030 • $$$$$
Deluxe French fusion.

• Sayat Nova • 157 E Ohio St
312-644-9159 • $$
Armenian fare in a romantic setting.

• Volare • 201 E Grand Ave
312-410-9900 • $$$
Killer bolognese sauce; lick the plate clean.

[image: image] Shopping

• Apple Store • 401 Michigan Ave
312-529-9500
All of their newest, shiniest offerings plus classes and seminars.

• Barbara’s • 201 E Huron St
312-926-2665
Branch of local book chain at Northwestern Memorial Hospital.

• Bike and Roll Chicago–Navy Pier • 600 E Grand Ave
312-729-1000
Bike Chicago: ride the amazing Lakefront Trail.

• Bike and Roll Chicago–Ohio St Beach •
400 N Lake Shore Dr
312-245-9300
Bike rentals and tours.

• Disney Store • 717 N Michigan Ave
312-654-9208
M-i-c-k-e-Why?

• Garrett Popcorn • 625 N Michigan Ave
884-476-7267
Chicago popcorn legend. Cheese caramel blend not-to-be-missed.

• Neiman Marcus • 737 N Michigan Ave
312-642-5900
Affectionately known as “Needless Mark-up” by those who can afford it anyway.

• Niketown • 669 N Michigan Ave
312-642-6363
Nike label sports clothing.

• Ralph Lauren • 750 N Michigan Ave
312-280-1655
If you love those little polo horses…

• Tiffany & Co. • 730 N Michigan Ave
312-944-7500
Lacks appropriate breakfast options.


Map 4 • West Loop Gate / Greek Town [image: image]
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Trains, buses and gyros define this ‘hood. From suburban 9 to 5-ers arriving on the Metra at Union Station to Megabus passengers traveling on a mega-budget, this is commuter central. While plenty of lofts have risen to jump start residential growth, there are an equal number of gritty pockets here, too. Not surprising when you consider that some passengers buy their bus tickets for $1, is it?



[image: image] Landmarks

• Dugan’s on Halsted • 128 S Halsted St
312-421-7191
Sports bar in Greektown. Fantastic beer garden and favorite cop hangout.

• Union Station • 210 S Canal St
312-322-4269
Built in 1925, the architecture is not to be missed!

[image: image] Nightlife

• Dugan’s on Halsted • 128 S Halsted St
312-421-7191
Lively Irish pub. Free popcorn to help soak up the booze.

• Dylan’s Tavern & Grill • 118 S Clinton St
312-876-2008
Unpretentious West Looper with grub.

• Haymarket Pub and Brewery •
737 W Randolph St
312-638-0700
Lesser-known member of Chicago’s beer scene with late-night eats.

• Lone Wolf • 806 W Randolph St
312-600-9391
Thematic drink suggestions match your dinner reservations down the street.

• Maude’s Liquor Bar • 840 W Randolph St
312-243-9712
Hogsalt cocktail bar.

• Spectrum Bar & Grill • 233 S Halsted St
312-715-0770
Sports bar with Mediterranean flair.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Athena • 212 S Halsted St
312-655-0000 • $$$
Goddess Athena-inspired outdoor and indoor.

• Au Cheval • 800 W Randolph St
312-929-4580 • $$
5-star flavor pairings in a more affordable diner vibe.

• Avec • 615 W Randolph St
312-377-2002 • $$
Small plates, big flavors, chefs’ hangout. ‘Nuff said.

• Blackbird • 619 W Randolph St
312-715-0708 • $$$$
Chic les plus ultra.

• Bombacigno’s J & C Inn • 558 W Van Buren St
312-663-4114 • $
Traditional Italian subs.

• Chicken & Farm Shop • 113 N Green St
312-521-8000 • $$$
UK poultry professionals on restaurant row.

• Dine • 733 W Madison St
312-602-2100 • $$$
Martinis and comfort food at the Crowne Plaza.

• Gold Coast Dogs • 225 S Canal St
312-258-8585 • $
Gotta have the dogs.

• Greek Islands • 200 S Halsted St
312-782-9855 • $$$
Noisy, fun, crowd-pleasing spectacle.

• Green Street Smoked Meats • 112 N Green St
312-754-0431 • $$$
Smoked meat, curated cocktails, and crafted beer.

• Jubilee Juice • 140 N Halsted St
312-491-8500 • $$
A Better Smoothie.

• Little Goat • 820 W Randolph St
312-888-3455 • $$
Comfy little sib to famed Girl and the Goat.

• Lou Mitchell’s • 565 W Jackson Blvd
312-939-3111 • $
Rub shoulders with local pols at this legendary grill.

• Meli Cafe & Juice Bar • 301 S Halsted St
312-454-0748 • $
Brunch spot makes us wanna challah.

• Momotaro • 820 W Lake St
312-733-4818 • $$$$
Stylish, comprehensive Japanese.

• Mr. Greek Gyros • 234 S Halsted St
312-906-8731 • $
The best late night gyro spot in the city, hands down.

• Nando’s • 953 W Randolph St
312-488-3062 • $$
South African chicken specialists.

• Nine Muses • 315 S Halsted St
312-902-9922 • $$$
Brick bars and backgammon.

• Robinson’s No. 1 Ribs • 225 S Canal St
312-258-8477 • $
Dress down and dig in.

• Santorini • 800 W Adams St
312-829-8820 • $$$
Fish, shellfish, and roasted chicken. Yum.

• Sepia • 123 N Jefferson St
312-441-1920 • $$$$
Contemp. American with flare.

• Takumi • 555 W Madison St
312-669-1999 • $$
Tiny sushi spot with excellent lunch specials.


This marks the beginning of foodie central in Chicago. Randolph Street includes some of the best upscale eats, from Girl and the Goat-related Little Goat to the date-friendly Avec. On a budget? Head to Mr. Greek Gyros. Wash it all down with a craft beer at Haymarket Brewing.
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• Athenian Candle Co. • 300 S Halsted St
312-332-6988
Candles, curse-breakers, Greek trinkets, and much more.

• Greektown Music • 304 S Halsted St
312-263-6342
Music, T-shirts, hats—everything Greek!

• Northwestern Cutlery • 810 W Lake St
312-421-3666
The self-described “candy store for cooks.”


Map 5 • The Loop [image: image]
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Map 5
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The Loop derives its moniker from the L tracks that lasso the city’s heart. This here is the bustling financial and business district, where banks are plentiful and parking is pricey. The intersection of State and Madison is literally ground zero (0 east, 0 west, 0 north, 0 south) for Chicago’s easy-to-follow street numbering grid. Watching over it all is the Sears Tower—no wait, the Willis Tower, but don’t ever call it that in public.
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• Chagall’s Four Seasons • 10 S Dearborn St
Mosaic by Marc Chagall—you know, the one who did all those flying people.

• Chicago Board of Trade • 141 W Jackson Blvd
312-435-3590
The goddess Ceres tops this deco monolith.

• Chicago Board Options Exchange •
400 S LaSalle St
312-786-5600
The world’s largest options market.

• Chicago Cultural Center • 78 E Washington St
312-744-6630
The spot for free lectures, exhibits, concerts, and movies.

• Chicago Mercantile Exchange • 20 S Wacker Dr
312-930-1000
Economics at work in polyester jackets.

• Chicago Stock Exchange • 440 S La Salle St
312-663-2222
The second-largest stock exchange in the country.

• City Hall Green Roof • 121 N La Salle St
First green roof on a municipal building. Cool.

• Daley Plaza • 50 W Washington St
Home of a Picasso sculpture, a Christmas tree ceremony, and many alfresco lunches.

• Flamingo • 230 S Dearborn St
Alexander Calder’s fabulous red flamingo.

• Harold Washington Library Center •
400 S State St
312-747-4300
The world’s largest public library building; nearly 100 works of art on every floor.

• James R. Thompson Center • 100 W Randolph St
312-346-0777
Lots of glass combined with the colors red, silver, and blue. Ghastly!

• Macy’s • 111 N State St
312-781-4483
Folks are still mourning the passing of Marshall Fields. Luckily the clock and Tiffany dome remain.

• Miro’s Chicago • 69 W Washington St
Part of the Loop’s outdoor public artwork program.

• Monadnock Building • 53 W Jackson Blvd
312-922-1890
Claim to fame: world’s largest office building when completed in 1893.

• Monument with Standing Beast •
100 W Randolph St
Jean DuBuffet sculpture. Looks like melted snow.

• Quincy L Station • 220 S Wells St
Restored to its original glory.

• The Rookery • 209 S La Salle St
312-553-6100
Take a peek inside at Frank Lloyd Wright’s spectacular remodelled interior.

• Willis Tower (Sears Tower) • 233 S Wacker Dr
312-875-9696
Until recently the tallest building in the US, with a cool skydeck.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Brando’s Speakeasy • 343 S Dearborn St
773-216-3213
Karaoke to “Free Bird” drunk on fancy martinis or cheap beer.

• Ceres Cafe • 141 W Jackson Blvd
312-427-3443
The epitome of a stiff drink.

• Exchequer • 226 S Wabash Ave
312-939-5633
Loop location for the working class.

• Miller’s Pub • 134 S Wabash Ave
312-263-4988
A Loop tradition.

• Monk’s Pub • 205 W Lake St
312-357-6665
Wall of books. And beer.

• Petterino’s • 150 N Dearborn St
312-422-0150
Go to church on Sunday, then cabaret here on Monday.

• Potter’s Lounge • 17 E Monroe St
312-917-4933
Posh cocktails in the Palmer House Hilton.

• Roof on The Wit • 201 N State St
312-239-9501
A rooftop playground for those who want to be seen.

• South Branch Tavern & Grille • 100 S Wacker Dr
312-546-6177
Sip martinis on the patio.

• Stocks and Blondes • 40 N Wells St
312-372-3725
Happy hour dive stocked with blond (and brunette) waitresses.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Atwood Café • 1 W Washington St
312-368-1900 • $$$
High tea with contemporary flair.

• Caffe Rom • 71 S Wacker Dr
312-379-0291 • $$
A slice of modern Milan in the Loop.

• Everest • 425 S Financial Pl 40th floor
312-663-8920 • $$$$$
Classic fine dining experience with a knock-out view.

• Hannah’s Bretzel • 180 W Washington St
312-621-1111 • $
Homemade pretzels and organic lunch fare.

• Heaven on Seven • 111 N Wabash Ave
312-263-6443 • $$
Cajun Chicago classic. Closed for dinner.

• La Cantina Enoteca • 71 W Monroe St
312-332-7005 • $$
Casual Italian with seafood specialty.

• La Cocina • 45 N Wells St
312-346-1638 • $
Cinco de Mayo. All year long.

• Oasis Café • 21 N Wabash Ave
312-443-9534 • $$
Middle Eastern hideout inside of a jewelry store.

• Plymouth Restaurant • 327 S Plymouth Ct
312-362-1212 • $
24-hour diner with bar and grill.

• Protein Bar • 235 S Franklin St
312-346-7300 • $
On-the-go meals for eaters avoiding grease.

• Russian Tea Time • 77 E Adams St
312-360-0000 • $$$
Rich food. Richer interior. Copious amounts of vodka.

• Toni Patisserie & Cafe • 65 E Washington St
312-726-2020 • $
Fin-de-siecle ambiance, French pastries, and light fare.

• Trattoria No. 10 • 10 N Dearborn St
312-984-1718 • $$$
Popular pre-theater food.

• The Village • 71 W Monroe St
312-332-7005 • $$
Quaint, casual Italian looks; like a village.

• Vivere • 71 W Monroe St
312-332-4040 • $$$
Dated Italian luxury.


The post-work crowd hangs here just long enough to forget that they have to return to the office the next morning. From stomping on a floor covered in peanut shells at Monk’s Pub to sipping martinis at South Branch, drinking environments range from dive to high-dollar. If you’re here past happy hour, head to “Broadway in Chicago” for proof that, yes, you are cultured. Make your mom proud and your wallet happy with a free history lesson at the Chicago Cultural Center.



[image: image] Shopping

• A New Leaf • 312 S Dearborn St
312-427-9097
Florists of paradise. Minus the price.

• After School Matters Retail Store • 66 E Randolph St
312-742-4182
Specialty gifts & art made by local teens.

• Arts & Artisans • 35 E Wacker Dr
312-578-0126
Art Gallery.

• Barbara’s • 233 S Wacker Dr
312-466-0223
Branch of local book chain in Willis Tower.

• Barbara’s • 111 N State St
312-781-3033
Branch of local book chain in Macy’s.

• Blick Art Materials • 42 S State St
312-920-0300
Get creative here.

• Block 37 • 108 N State St
312-261-4700
All the mall’s greatest hits right here in the Loop.

• Central Camera Company • 230 S Wabash Ave
312-427-5580
Family-owned camera shop.

• Florodora • 330 S Dearborn St
312-212-8860
Vintage-inspired, wildly-priced.

• Garrett Popcorn • 26 W Randolph St
312-201-0511
The caramel cheddar mix is their signature.

• Macy’s • 111 N State St
312-781-1000
The former home of Chicago establishment Marshall Field’s.

• Reckless Records • 26 E Madison St
312-795-0878
Instant satisfaction for the vinyl-hungry masses.

• Selected Works Used Books • 410 S Michigan Ave
312-447-0068
Quirky, junky used book store.

• Urban Outfitters • 20 S State St
312-269-9919
Retro-fun clothing, nifty gifts, and silly T-shirts.


Map 6 • The Loop / Grant Park [image: image]
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Map 6
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A giant silver bean and 50-foot-tall animated faces…yes, really! Millennium Park is definitely the Chicago show-stopper, with its unique blend of artwork and landscaping. Farther down Michigan Avenue, the more traditional Grant Park brings highbrow and lowbrow culture side by side. Tasteful music or Taste of Chicago, there’s something for everyone.



[image: image] Landmarks

• America Windows • 111 S Michigan Ave
312-443-3600
Spectacular stained glass by Marc Chagall.

• Art Institute of Chicago • 111 S Michigan Ave
312-443-3600
World-class art museum.

• Auditorium Building • 430 S Michigan Ave
Designed by Louis Sullivan; on National Register of Historic Places.

• Chicago Symphony Orchestra • 220 S Michigan Ave
312-294-3000
Classical music headquarters.

• Cloud Gate • 201 E Randolph St
312-742-5000
Much-photographed sculpture, affectionately known as “the bean.”

• Crown Fountain • 201 E Randolph St
Captivating modern take on traditional fountain, swarming with kids.

• Fine Arts Building • 410 S Michigan Ave
312-566-9800
The country’s first artists’ colony, converted from a Studebaker carriage plant in 1898.

• Grant Park • 331 E Randolph St
312-742-7648
Where Marathon, Music, and Taste all begin and end.

• Jay Pritzker Pavilion • 201 E Randolph St
Frank Gehry signature steel structure, offering free outdoor concerts.

• Millennium Park • 201 E Randolph St
312-742-1168
One of the best public spaces on the planet.

• One Prudential Plaza • 130 E Randolph St
Classic ‘50s skyscraper.

• Santa Fe Building • 224 S Michigan Ave
312-427-5772
Home to the world-renowned Chicago Architecture Foundation.

[image: image] Restaurants

• American Craft Kitchen & Bar •
151 E Upper Wacker Dr
312-565-1234 • $$
Lunch with your wi-fi.

• Eggy’s Diner • 333 E Benton Pl
773-234-3449 • $
Varied menu at this airy diner.

• The Gage • 24 S Michigan Ave
312-372-4243 • $$
Classy brews, burgers, and meat.

• Park Grill • 11 N Michigan Ave
312-521-7275 • $$$
Contemporary American cooking in Millenium Park.

[image: image] Shopping

• Bike and Roll Chicago-Millennium Park •
239 E Randolph St
312-729-1000
Rentals.

• Chicago Architecture Foundation •
224 S Michigan Ave
312-922-3432
Great architecture book selection.

• Mariano’s • 333 E Benton Pl
312-228-1349
Full-service gourmet grocery, butcher, and deli.

• Museum Shop of the Art Institute •
111 S Michigan Ave
800-518-4214
Art Institute gift shop.

• Precious Possessions • 28 N Michigan Ave
312-726-8118
Mineral shop.


Map 7 • South Loop / River City [image: image]
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Map 7
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This longtime industrial deadzone is emerging as a bustling business district—including a swanky new Whole Foods—to serve the rampant residential growth in all of the adjacent ‘hoods. River City residents have never had it so good. Seriously, they haven’t.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Maxwell Street Market •
W Roosevelt Rd & S Des Plaines St
Outdoor bazaar where you can shop for dish soap or bicycle parts while grazing at authentic taco stands.

• Old Post Office • 404 W Harrison St
This massive, vacant edifice straddling I-90/94 and I-290 is a benchmark for traffic reports.

• US Postal Distribution Center • 433 W Harrison St
312-447-0979
The city’s main mail routing center, employing over 6,000 people and operating 24 hours a day.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Manny’s • 1141 S Jefferson St
312-939-2855 • $
Famous deli popular with politicians.

• White Palace Grill • 1159 S Canal St
312-939-7167 • $
An ode to grease, and some fine omelettes to boot.

[image: image] Shopping

• Fishman’s Fabrics • 1101 S Des Plaines St
312-922-7250
Huge fabric wholesaler.

• Lee’s Foreign Car Service • 727 S Jefferson St
312-633-0823
Import parts and service.

• Maxwell Street Market •
W Roosevelt Rd & S Des Plaines St
Hagglers welcome.

• Morris & Sons • 557 W Polk St
312-243-5635
Mostly men, off-price Italian designers.

• Whole Foods Market • 1101 S Canal St
312-435-4600
Perhaps not quite Bertrand Goldberg’s vision, but works for us.


Map 8 • South Loop / Printers Row / Dearborn Park
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Map 8
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With all the student-friendly dining near the Columbia College campus, the upscale Mercat a la Planxa is a welcome addition, offering elegant tapas and lovely wines. Meanwhile, Epic Burger offers trendy organic burgers for about double the price of Micky D’s but exactly none of whatever else goes into a Big Mac. As to be expected in a ‘hood with such a dense student population, undergrads, grads, and profs alike frequent local watering holes George’s, Kasey’s, and the South Loop Club.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Columbia College Center for Book & Paper Arts • 1104 S Wabash Ave
312-369-6632
Two galleries feature changing exhibits of handmade books, paper, letterpress, and other related objects.

• Former Elliot Ness Building • 600 S Dearborn St
If he sends one of yours to the hospital, you send one of his to the morgue…

• Old Dearborn Train Station • 47 W Polk St
312-554-8100
Turn-of-the-century train station with a lighted clocktower visible for several blocks. Al Capone took a train to prison from here.

• River City • 800 S Wells St
A fluid cement design experiment built by architect Bertrand Goldberg in the ‘80s; considered a flop, but actually brilliant.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Buddy Guy’s Legends • 700 S Wabash Ave
312-427-1190
One of the oldest blues clubs in Chicago, and the hardest to get a drink in.

• Jazz Showcase • 806 S Plymouth Ct
312-360-0234
Intimate jazz venue since 1947.

• Kasey’s Tavern • 701 S Dearborn St
312-427-7992
108-year-old neighborhood oasis.

• South Loop Club • 701 S State St
312-427-2787
There’s something creepy about this place.

• Tantrum • 1023 S State St
312-939-9160
Tucked-away, nicely appointed bar that attracts a lively South Loop following.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Amarit • 600 S Dearborn St
312-939-1179 • $$
Pretty good Thai.

• Devil Dawgs • 767 S State St
312-583-9100 • $
Chicago-style hot dogs with requisite crazy toppings.

• Eleven City Diner • 1112 S Wabash Ave
312-212-1112 • $$
Traditional Jewish deli.

• Epic Burger • 517 S State St
312-913-1373 • $$
Organic fast food burger joint featuring grass-fed beef. Eye roll.

• Mercat a La Planxa • 638 S Michigan Ave
312-765-0524 • $$$
Precious Catalan tapas or a whole suckling pig (with 48-hour notice).

• South Loop Club • 701 S State St
312-427-2787 • $
Very casual bar/restaurant with surprisingly good kitchen.

• SRO • 610 S Dearborn St
312-360-1776 • $$
Boasting Chicago’s #1 Turkey Burger.

[image: image] Shopping

• Arts & Artisans • 720 S Michigan Ave
312-786-6224
Art Gallery

• Sandmeyer’s Bookstore • 714 S Dearborn St
312-922-2104
Dream come true if you love books and
atmosphere.

• Yarnify! • 47 W Polk St
312-583-9276
For all your knitting needs. Classes, too.


Map 9 • South Loop / South Michigan Ave. [image: image]
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Map 9
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Built atop the rubble of the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, Grant Park is now affectionately known as Chicago’s front yard. Ring the doorbell for a spectacular view, no matter where you turn: the skyline to the north, Lake Michigan to the east, Museum Campus to the south, or the gardens of the park itself.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Agora • S Michigan Ave & E Roosevelt Rd
If you’ve ever wanted to see 106 headless metal people, here’s where you can.

• Buckingham Fountain • 500 S Columbus Dr
312-742-7529
Built of pink marble; inspired by Versailles.

• Columbia College • 600 S Michigan Ave
312-369-1000
Private arts school known for film, TV, and fiction programs.

• Hilton Chicago • 720 S Michigan Ave
312-922-4400
Check out the frescoes in the lobby; sneak a kiss in the palatial ballroom.

• Johnson Publishing Headquarters •
200 S Michigan Ave
312-322-9200
Largest African American-owned publishing company, home of Ebony and Jet magazines.

• Shedd Aquarium • 1200 S Lake Shore Dr
312-692-2723
Marine and freshwater creatures from around the world are on view in this 1929 Classical Greek-inspired Beaux Arts structure.

• Spirit of Music Garden • 601 S Michigan Ave
Where the city struts during Chicago SummerDance.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Yolk • 1120 S Michigan Ave
312-789-9655 • $$
Bright, clean brunch spot with eggs o’ plenty.

[image: image] Shopping

• The Spertus Shop • 610 S Michigan Ave
312-322-1740
Unique Hanukkah gifts include yiddishwear and the Moses action figure.


Map 10 • East Pilsen / Chinatown [image: image]
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Map 10
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Nestled between the University of Illinois at Chicago campus and the official South Side, East Pilsen gives artists, families and hipsters all a place to call home. The neighborhood’s up and coming qualities haven’t quite up and came, making rent more affordable than most of its northern counterparts. Celebrate the Chinese New Year just across the river with street sales reminiscent of Shanghai.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Chinatown Gate •
S Wentworth Ave & W Cermak Rd
Built in 1976. The characters on the gate read “The world belongs to the people.”

• Hilliard Apartments • 2111 S Clark St
312-225-3715
Another Bertrand Golberg gem going from subsidized senior housing to mixed-income residential.

• On Leong Merchants Association Building • 2216 S Wentworth Ave
312-328-1188
1926 building inspired by architecture of the Kwangtung district of China. Now the home of the Pui Tak Center.

• Pacific Garden Mission • 1458 S Canal St
312-492-9410
America’s oldest continuously-operating rescue mission with free showings of long -unning radio drama “Unshackled!”

• Ping Tom Park • 300 W 19th St
Park with Chinese landscape elements.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Ahjoomah’s Apron • 218 W Cermak Rd
312-326-2800 • $$
Lone taste of Korea amidst dim sum and duck sauce.

• Chi Cafe • 2160 S Archer Ave
312-842-9993 • $
Crowd-pleasing Pan-Asian.

• Emperor’s Choice • 2238 S Wentworth Ave
312-225-8800 • $
Start with seafood; finish with tea.

• Evergreen • 2411 S Wentworth Ave
312-225-8898 • $$
More upscale than most Chinatown grub.

• Joy Yee’s Noodles • 2159 South China Pl
312-842-8928 • $$
Huge portions of Korean and Chinese, plus bubble tea.

• Lao Sze Chuan • 2172 S Archer Ave
312-326-5040 • $
Authentic Chinese dishes plus great evening karaoke.

• MingHin Cuisine • 2168 S Archer Ave
312-808-1999 • $$
Encyclopedic menu and, of course, the dim sum.

• Phoenix • 2131 S Archer Ave
312-328-0848 • $
The best Chinese breakfast in town.

• Saint’s Alp Teahouse • 2157 S China Pl
312-842-1886 • $
Hong Kong chain bears bubble tea.

• Three Happiness • 209 W Cermak Rd
312-842-1964 • $
Long waits for dim sum.

[image: image] Shopping

• Chinatown Bazaar • 2221 S Wentworth Ave
312-225-1088
Part clothing store, part knick-knack shop.

• Feida Bakery • 2228 S Wentworth Ave
312-808-1113
Tasty Chinese baked goods.

• Giftland • 2212 S Wentworth Ave
312-225-0088
With a premium on Hello Kitty and other sorts of “Asian adorableness.”

• Pacific Furniture • 2200 S Wentworth Ave
312-808-0456
Mostly home furnishings.

• Sun Sun Tong Co. • 2260 S Wentworth Ave
312-842-6398
Stock up on Chinese herbs and teas.


Map 11 • South Loop / McCormick Place [image: image]
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Map 11
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In the summer, joggers and bicyclists crowd the lakefront trail and soak in the sun in Burnham Park. Once temperatures reach a friendly sub-zero reading in December, Bears fans turn parking lots into 6:30 a.m. Sunday Funday spots. Throughout the year, McCormick Place looms over the neighborhood to welcome meetings, trade shows, and business gatherings of all kinds.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Adler Planetarium • 1300 S Lake Shore Dr
312-922-7827
Depression-era wonder that thrilled millions at 1933 Century of Progress Exposition.

• America’s Courtyard • 1300 S Lake Shore Dr
A spiral of stones that echoes both the Milky Way and ancient structures. Designed by Denise Milan and Ary R. Perez.

• Chicago Women’s Park and Gardens • 1800 S Prairie Ave
312-328-0821
A garden from a former first lady.

• Clarke House Museum • 1827 S Indiana Ave
312-326-1480
Built in 1836 by an unknown architect, this Greek Revival-style home has been relocated twice and is now an official Chicago landmark.

• The Field Museum • 1400 S Lake Shore Dr
312-922-9410
Go to see Sue, world’s largest known T. rex; stay for the jam-packed halls of vaguely macabre taxidermy.

• McCormick Place • 2301 S Lake Shore Dr
312-791-7000
Hard to miss.

• Museum Campus • S Lake Shore Dr
The ultimate destination for educational field trips.

• Northerly Island Park • 1400 S Linn White Dr
312-745-2910
Greenspace now encompassing former site of Meigs Field airport.

• Quinn Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church • 2401 S Wabash Ave
312-791-1846
Built in 1892, this Victorian Gothic-style church houses Chicago’s oldest African American congregation.

• Second Presbyterian Church • 1936 S Michigan Ave
312-225-4951
Reconstructed in 1900 by Howard Van Doren Shaw, this ponderous Gothic Revival-style church has stained glass by Tiffany.

• Soldier Field • 1410 Museum Campus Dr
312-235-7000
Once on the National Register of Historic Places, this renovated monster is home to Da Bears.

• The Wheeler Mansion • 2020 S Calumet Ave
312-945-2020
This Second Empire-style mansion now houses a boutique hotel for high-end travelers.

• Willie Dixon’s Blues Heaven Foundation •
2120 S Michigan Ave
312-808-1286
Former Chess Records studio. Tours, exhibits, workshops, and performances.

[image: image] Nightlife

• M Lounge • 1520 S Wabash Ave
312-447-0201
Chic lounge with live jazz.

• Reggie’s • 2105 S State St
312-949-0120
Record store, all-age live music venue, and sports bar & grill all in one place.

• Square 1 • 1400 S Michigan Ave
312-786-1750
Craft brews, cocktails and…wait for it…self-service wine dispensers.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Acadia • 1639 S Wabash Ave
312-360-9500 • $$$$$
Multi-course tasting menus inspired by Vacationland.

• Chef Luciano • 49 E Cermak Rd
312-326-0062 • $
Walk-in restaurant with eclectic entrees; Italian/African/Cajun influences.

• Kroll’s • 1736 S Michigan Ave
312-235-1400 • $$
Chicago outpost of Green Bay grill. Packers backers better watch their backs.

• La Cantina Grill • 1911 S Michigan Ave
312-842-1911 • $$
Comfy Mexican with no surprises.

• Nepal House • 1301 S Michigan Ave
312-922-0601 • $$
Nepalese and Himalayan cuisine.

• Tapas Valencia • 1530 S State St
312-842-4444 • $$
Par for the course tapas for the South Loop.

• Waffles • 1400 S Michigan Ave
312-854-8572 • $$
Your morning made better with syrup.

[image: image] Shopping

• Cycle Bike Shop • 1465 S Michigan Ave
312-987-1080
Bike shop, obviously.

• Waterware • 1829 S State St
312-225-4549
Designer plumbing fixtures.


Map 12 • Bridgeport (West) [image: image]

[image: image]



Map 12
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Nestled just north of the old stockyards, this working-class neighborhood’s plentiful land and warehouses ripe for conversions have spurred a recent wave of development and given rise to a bustling arts district. Most notable is tony Bridgeport Village, set smack-dab on a stretch of the Chicago River known as Bubbly Creek, so-named for its gaseous stew made from the animal carcasses dumped in it by the former stockyards. Its banks now boast pricey homes, but the bubbles still linger.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Bridgeport Art Center • 1200 W 35th St
773-247-3000
Huge gallery/event/studio warehouse space, catalyst for Bridgeport’s burgeoning art scene.

• McGuane Park • 2901 S Poplar Ave
312-747-6497
A park for playing.

• Monastery of the Holy Cross •
3111 S Aberdeen St
773-927-7424
Have your breakfast served by monks in this bed and breakfast monastery.

• St. Mary of Perpetual Help Parish •
1039 W 32nd St
773-927-6646
Built in the 1880s, this was the first Polish Roman Catholic Church in the US to be consecrated.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Maria’s Packaged Goods & Community Bar •
960 W 31st St
773-890-0588
Liquor store and bar with artisanal beers and craft cocktails.

[image: image] Restaurants

• The Duck Inn • 2701 S Eleanor St
312-724-8811 • $$$
Trendy gastropub hits Bridgeport.

• Pleasant House Bakery • 964 W 31st St
773-523-7437 • $$
Handmade meat/vegetables pies, pasties, and other British classics.

• Polo Cafe and Catering • 3322 S Morgan St
773-927-7656 • $$$
Frequented by Bridgeport locals, and famous for their “Bloody Mary Brunch.”

• Pot Sticker House • 3139 S Halsted St
312-326-6898 • $$
Authentic Northern Chinese cuisine in the heart of Bridgeport.

[image: image] Shopping

• Coyle and Herr • 1200 W 35th St
773-575-9880
Vintage furnishings on consignment in the Bridgeport Art Center.

• Unique Thrift Store • 3000 S Halsted St
312-842-0942
Half-off Mondays and Early-Bird Thursdays!


Map 13 • Bridgeport (East) [image: image]
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Map 13
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Bridgeport exemplifies how the “City That Works” actually works. The stomping grounds of the Daley family and de facto political center of the city, Bridgeport is also the quintessential Chicago neighborhood with its close-knit residents, legions of patronage workers, and distinctive “dese, dem, and dose” vernacular.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Guaranteed Rate Field • 333 W 35th St
312-674-1000
Beats paying through the nose to watch ivy grow.

• Illinois Institute of Technology •
3300 S Federal St
312-567-3000
Mies van der Rohe-designed campus. Jewel in the crown? Crown Hall, of course.

• Old Neighborhood Italian American Club •
3031 S Shields Ave
312-326-6420
Founded by Angelo LaPietra, a former high-ranking Chicago mobster, after his release from Leavenworth.

• Richard J. Daley House • 3536 S Lowe Ave
Childhood home of Mayor Richard J. Daley.

• Richard J. Daley Library Fountain •
3400 S Halsted St
Pretty water.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Bernice’s Tavern • 3238 S Halsted St
312-907-1580
60+ year-old dive bar with live music and open mics.

[image: image] Restaurants

• All Star Stand • 333 W 35th St
312-674-1000 • $
Multifarious food offerings between innings.

• Carbon • 300 W 26th St
312-225-3200 • $
So what if they use gas? The food is still delicious.

• Franco’s Ristorante • 300 W 31st St
312-225-9566 • $$
Family-style Italian near Sox park.

• Freddie’s • 701 W 31st St
312-808-0147 • $
Italian ice, beef sandwiches, and appropriate attitude.

• Gio’s • 2724 S Lowe Ave
312-225-6368 • $
BYOB Italian deli with groceries.

• Grand Palace • 225 W 26th St
312-225-3888 • $
Cheap eats and authentic homestyle Chinese food at this hole-in-the-wall.

• Han 202 • 605 W 31st St
312-949-1314 • $$$
Trendy BYOB featuring an eclectic Asian/Fusion menu.

• Kevin’s Hamburger Heaven • 554 W Pershing Rd
773-924-5771 • $
Hamburgers and milkshakes.

• Maxwell Street Depot • 411 W 31st St
312-326-3514 • $
Counter-service only joint serving signature pork chop sandwiches 24 hours a day.

• Nana • 3267 S Halsted St
312-929-2486 • $$$
Organic, sustainable, locally sourced restaurant famous for their brunches.

• New Furama • 2828 S Wentworth Ave
312-225-6888 • $$
Great dim sum; far easier to find parking than in Chinatown.

• Pancho Pistolas • 700 W 31st St
312-225-8808 • $$
Two words: Eggs and beans.

• Phil’s Pizza • 1102 W 35th St
773-523-0947 • $
Pizza-rific.

• Scoops • 608 W 31st St
312-842-3300 • $
Family-owned ice cream parlor serving up old-fashioned shakes and other desserts.


The South Side proves that you don’t have to be glitzy to get the job done. Ditto for the much-maligned US Cellular Field, where pure baseball and terrific sight lines trump drunken revelry at crosstown Wrigley. Aside from ballpark fare, Schaller’s Pump serves the best steak sandwich and hash browns in town.



[image: image] Shopping

• Ace Bakery • 3241 S Halsted St
312-225-4973
Excellent breads and pastries.

• Augustine’s Eternal Gifts & Spiritual Goods • 3327 S Halsted St
773-843-1933
Mystical and religious knick-knacks.

• Blue City Cycles • 3201 S Halsted St
312-225-3780
Welcome addition for Bridgeport peddlers.

• Health King Enterprise & Balanceuticals Group •
238 W 31st St
312-567-9978
Natural remedies.

• Henry’s Sports & Bait Shop • 3130 S Canal St
312-225-8538
Fishing mecca.

• Let’s Boogie Records & Tapes • 3321 S Halsted St
773-254-0139
Pick up some vintage vinyl here.


Map 14 • Prairie Shores / Lake Meadows [image: image]
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Map 14
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Named after two rather imposing urban apartment complexes, this area has experienced a recent rebirth with the expansion of the nearby Illinois Institute of Technology campus. An influx of student residents, plenty of green space, and its proximity to the Loop and lakefront have made this area one of the fastest growing new residential communities in Chicago.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Bronzeville Benches •
S Dr Martin Luther King Jr Dr b/n E 25th & E 35th St
13 artists created these 24 unique bench sculptures. Sit on them.

• Bronzeville Visitor Information Center •
3501 S King Dr
773-373-2842
Information central for questions on everything Bronzeville.

• Chicago Bee Building • 3647 S State St
Formerly the HQ of the Chicago Bee newspaper; now offices.

• Chicago Bee Public Library • 3647 S State St
312-747-6872
Originally home of black newspaper, Chicago Bee.

• Douglas Tomb • 636 E 35th St
312-225-2620
Resting place of Lincoln’s nemesis, overlooking tracks of Illinois Central railroad and the subdivision he founded. The entrance is on the east side of the Lake.

• Dunbar Park • 300 E 31st St
312-747-6287
Dunbar High’s girls’ softball team plays here.

• Early Chicago Defender Building •
3435 S Indiana Ave
Originally an 1899 synagogue, was home of Chicago Defender from 1920-1940.

• Eighth Regiment Armory • 3533 S Giles Ave
First armory built in US for black regiment, 1914-1918, now a Chicago public high school.

• Ida B. Wells-Barnett Home • 3624 S King Dr
Former home of the journalism and civil rights pioneer.

• McCormick Tribune Campus Center • 3201 S State St
Student center wrapped around the L. Wow!

• Monument to the Great Northern Migration •
S King Dr & E 26th St
Statue by Alison Sarr depicts a man with a briefcase atop a pile of old shoes. Represents the journey of African Americans from the South.

• Olivet Baptist Church • 3101 S King Dr
312-528-0124
Church with a longstanding tradition of civil rights organizing ranging from abolitionist and feminist mass meetings to Black Panther Party programs.

• Overton Hygienic Building • 3619 S State St
Former headquarters of foremost producer of black cosmestics.

• St. James Catholic Church • 2907 Wabash Ave
312-842-1919
Traditional community caretaking that included caring for Confederate POWs at Camp Douglas.

• State Street Village (IIT Student Housing) •
3303 S State St
312-808-9771
Supercool housing for this iconic institute.

• Sunset Café • 315 E 35th St
One of Chicago’s earliest and most legendary jazz venues.

• Supreme Life Insurance Company Head Office •
3501 S King Dr
Built in 1921 and remodeled in 1950, this former major black insurance company enjoys new life as a mixed commercial structure.

• Victory Monument • S King Dr & E 35th St
Early postwar tribute to WWI’s black Eighth Regiment of the Illinois National Guard that served as part of the US 370th Infantry in France.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Hong Kong Delight • 327 E 35th St
312-842-2929 • $$
Not quite like being there, but close enough.

• Mississippi Rick’s • 3351 S King Dr
312-791-0090 • $$
Unassuming BBQ joint tucked away in a strip mall.

• Pearl’s Place • 3901 S Michigan Ave
773-285-1700 • $
Mama’s soul food at a snail’s pace.


Map 15 • Canaryville / Fuller Park [image: image]

[image: image]



Map 15

[image: image]


Christmas 1865 was a bad day for livestock, as the sprawling Union Stock Yards opened, all beasts on the lookout. All that’s left now is the imposing limestone gate (moment of silence). While cattle around the country breathed a collective sigh when the Yards closed, this area headed south afterward and is still in recovery.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Kelly’s Tavern • 4403 S Wallace St
773-924-0796
A neighborhood place.


Map 16 • Bronzeville [image: image]
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Once the glorious heart of Chicago’s African American community, Bronzeville is in the midst of an impressive 21st century urban renewal. Decades of poverty, crime, empty lots, and dilapidated housing projects have given way to yuppie transplants, restored greystones, and glitzy condos.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Chicago Defender • 4445 S King Dr
312-225-2400
Founded in 1905, it was the country’s most influential black newspaper through the ‘50s. Still in operation, but much-diminished.

• Corpus Christi Catholic Church • 4920 S King Dr
773-285-7720
Built in 1921 for a predominately Irish parish that rapidly evolved into a predominately black parish.

• Drexel Square Park • 5101 S Cottage Grove Ave
Victorian gem boasting city’s oldest surviving fountain donated by prominent banking family.

• Harold Washington Cultural Center • 4701 S King Dr
773-373-1900
Beautiful homage to the late mayor; it’s a jaw-dropping technology & arts center.

• Jamaican Consulate • 4655 S King Dr
773-373-8988
A bit of Kingston on the Old South Side.

• Liberty Baptist Church • 4849 S King Dr
773-268-6757
An afrocentric 1958 go-go styled temple considered King’s original Chicago workshop.

• Provident Hospital • 500 E 51st St
312-527-2000
First to train black medical professionals and site of first successful open-heart surgery.

• Robert S. Abbott Home • 4742 S King Dr
Former home of Chicago Defender founder.

• Steelelife Gallery • 4655 S King Dr
773-538-4773
House of art that inspires the people.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Abundance Bakery • 105 E 47th St
773-373-1971 • $$
Neighborhood bakery famous for cobblers and caramel upside-down cakes.

• Ain’t She Sweet • 526 E 43rd St
773-373-3530 • $
Fresh, hearty sandwiches, yummy treats, and uncompromised service.

• Chicago’s Home of Chicken & Waffles •
3947 S King Dr
773-536-3300 • $$$
Authentic Southern classics, including their famous fried chicken and waffles.

[image: image] Shopping

• Ibiza Couture • 233 E 47th St
773-924-5199
High-fashion hip-hop rock star gear & denim.


Map 17 • Kenwood [image: image]
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Many a 19th-century suburb prided itself on wide lawns and tranquil settings, and Kenwood was no exception. Though it was annexed to Chicago over a century ago, the suburban feeling lingers. These days, the architecturally-enriched neighborhood contains everything from the residence of Louis Farrakhan to the oldest Jewish congregation in the city, KAM Isaiah Israel.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Barack Obama’s Chicago Residence •
5046 S Greenwood Ave
He’s been subletting lately.

• George Blossom House • 4858 S Kenwood Ave
Frank Lloyd Wright’s early work—note the Roman influences.

• Hyde Park Art Center • 5020 S Cornell Ave
773-324-5520
Has plenty of visual arts activities for the shorties and grown folk. Check out the Cocktails & Clay night!

• KAM Isaiah Israel • 1100 E Hyde Park Blvd
773-924-1234
Oldest Jewish congregation in the city.

• Little Black Pearl Art & Design Center •
1060 E 47th St
773-285-1211
One of the most beautiful & spacious visual arts centers on the South Side.

• Louis Farrakhan Home • 4855 S Woodlawn Ave
Well-guarded home of the leader of the Nation of Islam.

• Rainbow/PUSH Coalition Headquarters •
930 E 50th St
773-373-3366
Originally the 1924 home of KAM Isaiah Israel, Chicago’s oldest Jewish congreation, with late 1940s addition.

• Warren McArthur House • 4852 S Kenwood Ave
More work by Frank Lloyd Wright, still tethered to Louis Sullivan.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Fung’s Chop Suey • 1400 E 47th St
773-924-2328 • $
When you’re thinking delivery.

• Lake Shore Café • 4900 S Lake Shore Dr
773-288-5815 • $$
Basic hotel food.

[image: image] Shopping

• Fort Smith • 1007 E 43rd St
773-268-8200
Stylish boutique featuring apparel, jewelry, and accessories designed in-house.

• Goree Shop • 1122 E 47th St
773-285-1895
Fabric and crafts boutique featuring Senegalese and other imported items.

• Max & Co. Hair Designs • 1453 E Hyde Park Blvd
773-288-2255
The place to go if you need to straighten every kink on your nappy little head.


Map 18 • Washington Park [image: image]
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Anchored by its namesake park and the DuSable Museum, one of the nation’s most important institutions dedicated to African American history and culture, this area has seen a bit of urban renewal lately. Washington Park itself is a registered historic district and features Lorado Taft’s 127-foot-long concrete sculpture, Fountain of Time, at its eastern gate, as well as a pond, track, and swimming pool.



[image: image] Landmarks

• DuSable Museum of African American History • 740 E 56th Pl
773-947-0600
Founded in 1961 and dedicated to preserving and honoring African American culture. The oldest non-profit institution of its kind.

• Jesse Binga House • 5922 S King Dr
Home of nation’s first African American banker.

• Washington Park •
5531 S Dr Martin Luther King Jr Dr
773-256-1248
A sprawling 367-acre park with beautiful lagoons and fields. Check out the “Fountain of Time” sculpture in the southeast corner of the park.

• Washington Park Refectory • 5531 Russell Dr
Designed by Daniel Burnham’s firm, the Refectory now holds locker rooms for the Aquatic Center and its 36-foot waterslide.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Odyssey II • 211 E Garfield Blvd
773-947-0956
So laid back, they don’t even have set hours.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Miss Lee’s Good Food • 203 E Garfield Blvd
773-752-5253 • $
Soul food carry-out by ex-Gladys’s Luncheonette.

[image: image] Shopping

• Bike and Roll Chicago- DuSable Museum •
740 E 56th Pl
312-729-1000
Bike rentals and tours.

• The Cat’s Meow • 6107 S Martin Luther King Dr
773-684-3220
Sexy lingerie, games, toys, and other classy smut to keep his/her attention.


Map 19 • Hyde Park [image: image]
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A university’s best attempt to summon up images of Oxford collides with its misguided efforts toward urban renewal in this neighborhood, where the student and middle classes drink in the same bars as the academics and politicians governing their lives. In one of Chicago’s most racially integrated neighborhoods, ethnic dining abounds, as does artistic graffiti. Don’t miss the bookstores along 57th Street; replicas of Borges’s libraries?



[image: image] Landmarks

• Drexel Fountain • 5100 S Drexel Ave
The city’s oldest remaining fountain.

• Frederick C. Robie House • 5757 S Woodlawn Ave
Designed by Frank Lloyd Wright; renovations proceeding, stay tuned.

• Harriet M. Harris Park • 6200 S Drexel Ave
312-747-2706
Historic Park building with Mural of Woodlawn Heroes, swimming, and arts.

• Midway Plaisance Ice Rink •
1130 Midway Plaisance
312-745-2470
Professors’ kids collide while the speakers blare Motown and the Beatles.

• Midway Plaisance Park • 1130 Midway Plaisance
312-745-2470
Olympic-sized outdoor skating rink.

• Nichols Park • 1355 E 53rd St
312-747-2703
Home of the Parrots of Hyde Park.

• Nuclear Energy Sculpture • 5600 S Ellis Ave
Birthplace of the Atomic Age.

• The Oriental Institute • 1155 E 58th St
773-702-9514
Educate yourself.

• Rockefeller Memorial Chapel •
5850 S Woodlawn Ave
773-702-2100
Built in 1928, this English Gothic-styled cathedral contains one of the world’s largest carillons.

• University of Chicago • 5801 S Ellis Ave
773-702-1234
A pretty spot for wandering on the south side.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Falcon Inn • 1601 E 53rd St
Cheap dive of regulars where you can hide out.

• The Pub • 1212 E 59th St
773-702-9737
A basement student bar redeemed by the people-watching and wood panels.

• Seven Ten Lanes • 1055 E 55th St
773-347-2695
1920s décor in Hyde Park haven.

• Woodlawn Tap • 1172 E 55th St
773-643-5516
U of Chicago legend.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Bonjour Café Bakery • 1550 E 55th St
773-241-5300 • $
Have a pastry and be seen.

• Boston Market • 1424 E 53rd St
773-288-2600 • $
Hyde Park outpost of the ubiquitous rotisserie chicken chain.

• C’est Si Bon • 643 E 47th St
773-536-2600 • $$
Go for Sunday Brunch.

• Cedars Mediterranean Kitchen • 1206 E 53rd St
773-324-6227 • $$
Great food, horrible service.

• Chant • 1509 E 53rd St
773-324-1999 • $$$
Upscale Asian for Hyde Parkers.

• Harold’s Chicken Shack • 1208 E 53rd St
773-752-9260 • $
Buckets and buckets of crispy, crumbling chicken. Best in the ‘hood.

• Kikuya • 1601 E 55th St
773-667-3727 • $$
Best sushi in the neighborhood.

• La Petite Folie • 1504 E 55th St
773-493-1394 • $$$$
The only haute cuisine in the neighborhood. Expensive and worth it.

• Maravillas Restaurant • 5506 S Lake Park Ave
773-643-3155 • $
Cheap, good Mexican. Stinging salsa. Open real late.

• Medici on 57th • 1327 E 57th St
773-667-7394 • $
The essence of life at U of C.

• Mellow Yellow • 1508 E 53rd St
773-667-2000 • $
Comfort food for morning and night.

• Nathan’s Chicago Style • 1372 E 53rd St
773-288-5353 • $
A taste of Jamaica.

• Pepe’s Mexican Restaurant • 1310 E 53rd St
773-752-9300 • $
Damn fine guacamole. You might want it when you’re high.

• Rajun Cajun • 1459 E 53rd St
773-955-1145 • $
Neon lights oversee the marriage of chicken tikka masala and cornbread.

• Salonica • 1440 E 57th St
773-752-3899 • $
Where to go the morning after.

• The Sit Down Cafe & Sushi Bar • 1312 E 53rd St
773-324-3700 • $$
Sake with your caprese salad? Must be fusion.

• Valois • 1518 E 53rd St
773-667-0647 • $
See Your Food.


Hyde Park boasts plentiful entertainment and dining options, including many of President Obama’s favorites, such as Valois and 57th Street Books. Blues and jazz fans flock to hear live music daily at the Checkerboard Lounge. For more upscale dining, savor the cuisine at La Petite Folie. The University of Chicago’s Logan Arts Center built on a vibrant arts and entertainment scene.



[image: image] Shopping

• 57th Street Books • 1301 E 57th St
773-684-1300
Brainy, independent bookstore.

• Blackstone Bicycle Works • 6100 S Blackstone Ave
773-241-5458
Super friendly and welcoming Woodlawn bike shop.

• Futons N More • 1370 E 53rd St
773-324-7083
Futons ‘n’ more.

• House of Africa • 1510 E 63rd St
773-324-6858
Afrocentric everything.

• Hyde Park Produce Market • 1226 E 53rd St
773-324-7100
A grocery store full of cheap produce and ethnic ingredients.

• Hyde Park Records • 1377 E 53rd St
773-288-6588
Buy/sell vintage LPs.

• Powell’s Bookstore • 1501 E 57th St
773-955-7780
Famous bookstore.

• Seminary Co-op Bookstore •
5751 S Woodlawn Ave
773-752-4381
Underground trove of scholarly books for all.

• Toys Et Cetera • 1502 E 55th St
773-324-6039
Just for fun.

• Wesley’s Shoe Corral • 1506 E 55th St
773-667-7463
Quality shoes from around the world.


Map 20 • East Hyde Park / Jackson Park [image: image]
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Map 20
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Welcome to the ritzier side of Hyde Park. Here, Victorian houses span Kenwood to the north down to the Museum of Science and Industry, housed in a building from the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition. Check out the modern interpretations of this architectural theme on Harper and Dorchester Avenues, climb the model tractor at the Museum, and don’t forget the Japanese garden in Jackson Park.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Jackson Park • 6401 S Stony Island Ave
773-256-0903
543-acre park, site of the 1893 Columbian Exposition.

• Museum of Science and Industry •
5700 S Lake Shore Dr
773-684-1414
Get your geek on.

• Osaka Garden/Wooded Island •
6401 S Stony Island Ave
312-742-7529
A Japanese garden in the middle of Jackson Park—why not?

• Promontory Point • 5491 S Shore Dr
312-747-6620
Picnic with a view.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Bar Louie • 5500 S South Shore Dr
773-363-5300
Corporate chain martini bar.

• The Cove Lounge • 1750 E 55th St
773-684-1013
Down-and-outers meet life-of-the-minders.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Morry’s Deli • 5500 S Cornell Ave
773-363-3800 • $
Good on the go.

• The Nile • 1162 E 55th St
773-324-9499 • $
Varied Middle Eastern.

• Piccolo Mondo • 1642 E 56th St
773-643-1106 • $$
Best Italian in the area.

• Siam Restaurant • 1639 E 55th St
773-324-9296 • $
More Thai in Hyde Park.

• The Snail Thai Cuisine • 1649 E 55th St
773-667-5423 • $
Great Hyde Park Thai.

• Thai 55 Restaurant • 1607 E 55th St
773-363-7119 • $
Good Americanized Thai.


Map 21 • Wicker Park / Ukrainian Village [image: image]
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Wicker Park/Ukrainian Village play host to a brewing battle between shiny gentrified district and gritty arts enclave. Mammoth Victorian homes and angular new constructions line the leafy and historic streets. Stroller-wielders and tattooed-cyclists share Milwaukee Avenue: each equally comfortable sipping Metropolis Coffee next to the full-size replica of a Delorean time machine at Wormhole. Who will ultimately claim the territory as their own? Just ask Bucktown.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Coyote Building • 1600 N Milwaukee Ave
This 12-story Art Deco building was constructed in 1929 and is currently a shrine to actor Peter Coyote.

• Flat Iron Arts Building • 1579 N Milwaukee Ave
This distinct triangular-shaped building is a part of the Chicago Coalition of Community Cultural Centers and houses artist studios.

• Holy Trinity Orthodox Cathedral and Rectory • 1121 N Leavitt St
773-486-6064
Designed by Louis Sullivan to look like a Russian cathedral.

• Wicker Park • W Schiller St & N Damen Ave
The homes in this district reflect the style of Old Chicago.

[image: image] Nightlife

• The Blind Robin • 853 N Western Ave
773-395-3002
Neighborhood dwellers flock for cheap beer and board games.

• Davenport’s Piano Bar • 1383 N Milwaukee Ave
773-278-1830
Once legendary skanker bar, now yuppy fern bar. Whattya gonna do?

• Debonair Social Club • 1575 N Milwaukee Ave
773-227-7990
Friendly and glam go hand in hand in this hipster club.

• Emporium Arcade Bar • 1366 N Milwaukee Ave
773-697-7922
Number of retro arcade games and an extensive beer list.

• Empty Bottle • 1035 N Western Ave
773-276-3600
Avant-garde jazz and indie rock. Smells like cat.

• Estelle’s Café & Lounge • 2013 W North Ave
773-782-0450
Last time we were here a girl puked on my shoes and no one cared.

• The Flat Iron • 1565 N Milwaukee Ave
773-365-9000
Average and open late.

• Gold Star Bar • 1755 W Division St
773-227-8700
Hear the Cars and Cash in under an hour.

• Happy Village • 1059 N Wolcott Ave
773-486-1512
Ping pong inside, lush beer garden outside—a divey gem.

• Inner Town Pub • 1935 W Thomas St
773-235-9795
Wicker Park art dorks.

• Innjoy • 2051 W Division St
773-394-2066
WP scene-ster place for drinking and local acts.

• The Lincoln Lodge • 2011 W North Ave
773-251-1539
A funny night on the town.

• Links Tap Room • 1559 N Milwaukee Ave
773-360-7692
Long list of craft beers on tap and housemade sausages.

• Ola’s Liquor • 947 N Damen Ave
773-384-7250
Polish-Ukrainian liquor store-bar (Old Style, literally and figuratively).

• Phyllis’ Musical Inn • 1800 W Division St
773-486-9862
Divey hot-spot for local music acts.

• Piece • 1927 W North Ave
773-772-4422
Beer. Pizza.

• Rainbo Club • 1150 N Damen Ave
773-489-5999
Cool-kid mecca and favorite hang of local celeb John Cusack. Enough said.

• Revel Room • 1566 N Milwaukee Ave
773-278-1600
Craft cocktails.

• Standard Bar and Grill • 1332 N Milwaukee Ave
773-904-8615
The name says it all at this newbie sports bar.

• Subterranean • 2011 W North Ave
773-278-6600
Semi-cool music spot.

• The Violet Hour • 1520 N Damen Ave
773-252-1500
Speakeasy that makes perfect drinks. Get there early.


The neighborhood’s cozy artist community warily eyes the yuppies inching their way westward, and local businesses are beginning to reflect these migratory patterns. Upscale chain retailers and slick sports bars wedge themselves between indie shops and cafés. Find the two populations intermingling over gourmet tacos and tequila on Big Star’s summer patio. As always, Indie bands and avant-garde jazz wail through the night from Empty Bottle.



[image: image] Restaurants

• Antique Taco • 1360 N Milwaukee Ave
773-687-8697 • $$
Shabby-chic taqueria.

• Bangers & Lace • 1670 W Division St
773-252-6499 • $$
Brit pub meets Wisconsin lodge.

• Big Star • 1531 N Damen Ave
773-235-4039 • $$
Pretty long wait, pretty good tacos, pretty pretty people.

• Bite Cafe • 1039 N Western Ave
773-395-2483 • $
Comfy cafe, go in, and get warm. Next to Empty Bottle. Eat, stay, rock.

• Black Dog Gelato • 859 N Damen Ave
773-235-3116 • $
Beloved local spot for the frozen Italian delicacy.

• Blue Line Lounge & Grill • 1548 N Damen Ave
773-395-3700 • $$
Mix a diner with a Martini club and here you go.

• Cumin • 1414 N Milwaukee Ave
773-342-1414 • $$
Modern take on Nepalese and Indian cuisines.

• Dove’s Luncheonette • 1545 N Damen Ave
773-645-4060 • $$
Throwback diner serving up Southern/Mexican cuisine.

• The Fifty/50 • 2047 W Division St
773-489-5050 • $
Great inexpensive food.

• Flash Taco • 1570 N Damen Ave
773-772-1997 • $
Cheap late-night tacos.

• Handlebar • 2311 W North Ave
773-384-9546 • $$
Bicycle-themed (largely) vegetarian restaurants decorated with off-duty messengers.

• Hash • 1357 N Western Ave
773-661-2964 • $
Beyond traditional corned beef at this 70s-inspired brunch spot.

• Jam • 3057 W Logan Blvd
773-292-6011 • $$
Open for breakfast and lunch.

• Las Palmas • 1835 W North Ave
773-289-4991 • $
Great al fresco Mexican goes beyond the norm.

• Letizia’s Natural Bakery • 2144 W Division St
773-342-1011 • $
Addictive sweets and savory fare that holds its own

• Lillie’s Q • 1856 W North Ave
773-772-5500 • $$$
Well-appointed, beer-friendly ecumenical barbecue joint.

• Milk & Honey • 1920 W Division St
773-395-9434 • $
Heaven for breakfast.

• Mirai • 2020 W Division St
773-862-8500 • $$
Chic dining and good sushi.

• Native Foods Cafe • 1484 N Milwaukee Ave
773-489-8480 • $$
Vegan selections made daily with a West Coast vibe.

• Oiistar • 1358 N Milwaukee Ave
773-360-8791 • $$
Pan-Asian ramen that meanders through France and Italy.

• Picante Taqueria • 2016 W Division St
773-328-8800 • $
Very, very, very, very, very small taqueria.

• Piece • 1927 W North Ave
773-772-4422 • $$
Beer. Pizza.

• Red Square • 1914 W Division St
773-227-2284 • $$
Russian café and spa within the historic bathhouse.

• Silli Kori Restaurant • 2053 W Division St
773-384-5352 • $
Cheap, tasty, and great outdoor seating.

• Smoke Daddy • 1804 W Division St
773-772-6656 • $
Barbecue and blues.

• Sultan’s Market • 2057 W North Ave
773-235-3072 • $
Cheap Middle Eastern, groceries.

• Takito • 2013 W Division St
773-687-9620 • $
Contemporary taqueria.

• Tamale Station • 1341 N Damen Ave
312-909-7009 • $$
Where the Tamale Spaceship docks; scrumptious namesake dishes and tacos.

• Taxim • 1558 N Milwaukee Ave
773-252-1558 • $$
Fancy, contemporary greek. Duck gyros, anyone?

• Thai Lagoon • 2322 W North Ave
773-489-5747 • $$
Great Thai, funky atmosphere.


Piece serves up New Haven-style pizza with a selection of microbrews crafted in-house. Mana features fine upscale vegetarian, and Carriage House is trendy but good. Satisfy any and all fried chicken cravings at Leghorn Chicken.



[image: image] Shopping

• Akira • 1814 W North Ave
312-438-4762
High fashion for wannabe Eurotrash.

• Art + Science Salon • 1552 N Milwaukee Ave
773-227-4247
Beakers bring you back to science class. Student discounts available.

• Artemio’s Bakery • 1443 N Milwaukee Ave
773-342-0757
Mexican sweetstuffs.

• Asrai Garden • 1935 W North Ave
773-782-0680
Unique home accents and garden doodads.

• Beadniks • 1937 W Division St
773-276-2323
DIY activity of the 00s.

• Brainstorm Comics • 1579 N Milwaukee Ave
773-384-8721
Comic books.

• Brobagel • 1931 W North Ave
773-276-2243
Good bagels, inventive spreads, and sandwiches; they’re actually brothers.

• Cattails • 1935 W Division St
773-486-1621
A unique flower market.

• City Soles • 1566 N Damen Ave
773-489-2001
You could wear your paycheck, one on each foot. But beautifully handcrafted European soles.

• DeciBel Audio • 1429 N Milwaukee Ave
773-862-6700
New and used stereo equipment.

• Dr. Martens • 1561 N Milwaukee Ave
773-489-5499
Yep, they’re back.

• G-Star Raw • 1525 N Milwaukee Ave
773-342-2623
More denim than your little heart could desire.

• John Fluevog • 1539 N Milwaukee Ave
773-772-1983
Funky, eco-friendly shoes.

• Moon Voyage • 2010 W Pierce Ave
773-423–8853
Luxe boho clothing, accessories, and home goods.

• Myopic Books • 1564 N Milwaukee Ave
773-862-4882
A Wicker Park brainy-hipster institution.

• Penelope’s • 1913 W Division St
773-395-2351
Pad your wardrobe with adorable at remarkably reasonable prices.

• Personal Privilege • 1721 W North Ave
773-235-5797
Amazing vintage.

• Quimby’s • 1854 W North Ave
773-342-0910
Books and music.

• Ragstock • 1459 N Milwaukee Ave
773-252-4880
Funky vintage clothes and trendy irregulars.

• Ruby Room • 1743 W Division St
773-235-2323
A “spa for the spirit” of the chic.

• Saint Alfred • 1531 N Milwaukee Ave
773-486-7159
Who knew Alfred was the patron saint of super cool sneakers?

• The Silver Room • 1442 N Milwaukee Ave
773-278-7130
Clothing and accessories.

• Una Mae’s • 1528 N Milwaukee Ave
773-276-7002
A Wicker Park staple—vintage and new clothing.


Map 22 • Noble Square / Goose Island [image: image]
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Gritty Goose Island industry crosses paths with arty fringes of East Ukrainian Village. Lovely historical churches exist, often buried under scaffolding. Expressway access abounds, and there’s a cab stand by the Nelson Algren Fountain on Milwaukee. Elston is a popular route to crisscross the city. Wave to the Morton Salt Girl as you pass by.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Arandas Tires & Rims • 1511 N Ashland Ave
773-252-6292
Glowing, plastic palm trees, metal flames on the gate, and rows of tricked-out hubcaps in the second-floor, neon-lit windows above the tire bays.

• Nelson Algren Fountain •
Ashland Ave & Division St
Has a recent controversial addition.

• North Avenue Bridge • 1200 W North Ave
Wretched traffic jams; river view.

• Polish Museum of America •
984 N Milwaukee Ave
773-384-3352
Right-to-life painting on the side.

• Pulaski Park Fieldhouse • 1419 W Blackhawk St
312-742-7559
Has an outdoor swimming pool.

• St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish •
1351 W Evergreen Ave
773-278-2470
One of the oldest in Chicago.

• Weed Street District • W Weed St
Several bars and clubs in one area. Party on.

[image: image] Nightlife

• The Chipp Inn • 832 N Greenview Ave
312-421-9052
Swig a Schlitz with hipsters at this vintage storefront tavern.

• Exit • 1315 W North Ave
312-788-7040
Ooohhh. Dark and scary. Eighties punk/goth throwback.

• Joe’s Bar • 940 W Weed St
312-337-3486
Huge sports bar and music venue for national bands and drunk people.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Alegrias Seafood • 1024 N Ashland Ave
773-252-7200 • $
Escape grimy Ashland for this tiny Mexican playa-style seafood shack.

• El Barco • 1035 N Ashland Blvd
773-486-6850 • $$
Outdoor seating, terrific ceviche.

• Hollywood Grill • 1601 W North Ave
773-395-1818 • $
1950s style dining 24/7.

• Jieyi Sushi • 1178 N Milwaukee Ave
773-292-5885 • $$
Affordable sushi.

• Mott Street • 1401 N Ashland Ave
773-687-9977 • $$$
Family-style Asian street food.

• NYC Bagel Deli • 1001 W North Ave
312-274-1278 • $
NY-style deli, best egg salad in the city.

• Podhalanka • 1549 W Division St
773-486-6655 • $
Authentic Polish hole-in-the-wall with potato pancakes, buttery pierogies, and more.

• Schwa • 1466 N Ashland Ave
773-252-1466 • $$$$
Innovative fine dining with a hipster vibe.


Funky shops and studios cluster around Milwaukee, Division, and Ashland. Savor ceviche with humorously monikered margaritas at El Barco, or have your mind blown at the molecular level at Schwa. The clubby Weed Street District is a breeding laboratory, while at Exit, the pierced and leather–clad pretend there still is a punk scene in Chicago.



[image: image] Shopping

• Blick Art Materials • 1574 N Kingsbury St
312-573-0110
Get creative here.

• Circa Modern • 1114 N Ashland Ave
773-697-9239
Thoughtfully edited collection of refurbished mid-century modern furniture pieces.

• Dusty Groove Records • 1120 N Ashland Ave
773-342-5800
Vinyl and CDs. Specializes in funk, soul, rare groove, now sound, and world music.

• Figaro Antiques • 904 W Blackhawk St
312-943-9303
Custom-made furniture from the English and French countryside.

• Nina • 1655 W Division St
773-486-8996
Yarn shop includes delicate, frayed thread from old saris.

• Quick Release Bike Shop • 1527 N Ashland Ave
773-871-3110
Savvy bike mechanics.

• Roots & Culture • 1034 N Milwaukee Ave
773-580-0102
Find contemporary art and a community-minded spirit at this non-profit art center.

• Shuga Records • 1272 N Milwaukee Ave
773-278-4085
Vinyl haven.


Map 23 • West Town / Near West Side [image: image]
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This neighborhood was once the heart of the city’s produce and meat markets. United Center, a.k.a. The House That Mike Built, infused energy into the area. A few food supplier warehouses still exist, mixing in with new loft conversions. Today it’s a great place to spend your money, lots of your money, on locally made and grown necessaries.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church •
2151 W Washington Blvd
312-738-0053
An attempt to find an appropriate design for the then-new Christian Science religion. Sold to Baptists in 1947.

• Ukrainian Cultural Center • 2247 W Chicago Ave
773-384-6400
A gathering place to share and celebrate Ukrainian culture. Yeah!

• Ukrainian National Museum • 2249 W Superior St
312-421-8020
Museum, library, and archives detail the heritage, culture, and people of Ukraine.

• United Center • 1901 W Madison St
312-455-4500
Statue of His Airness still draws tourists.

[image: image] Nightlife

• Cleo’s • 1935 W Chicago Ave
312-243-5600
Hooray for Wing Night Mondays.

• High Dive • 1938 W Chicago Ave
773-235-3483
Beating the pants off everyday bar food. Make this your reliable favorite.

• Tuman’s Tap & Grill • 2159 W Chicago Ave
773-782-1400
Ukranian Village cozy bar. Respectable weekend dance floor.

[image: image] Restaurants

• A Tavola • 2148 W Chicago Ave
773-276-7567 • $$$
Upscale Italian charm in an intimate setting.

• Fatso’s Last Stand • 2258 W Chicago Ave
773-245-3287 • $$
Highly regarded char dogs and shrimps.

• Old Lviv • 2228 W Chicago Ave
773-772-7250 • $
Eastern European buffet.

• Sunrise Café • 2012 W Chicago Ave
773-276-8290 • $
Good coffee, good breakfast puts a smile on the face.

• Takie Outit • 2132 W Chicago Ave
773-252-1880 • $
Dim sum in the tum tum.

• Tecalitlan Restaurant • 1814 W Chicago Ave
773-384-4285 • $
Popular family-style Mexican restaurant.


Between the architectural haven Salvage One, cowboy costumer Alcala’s, retro fashion treasure trove Very Best Vintage, and gardening boutique Sprout Home, the shopping is anything but ordinary in this neck of the woods. Get your coffee with a side of hipster at Atomix. If you’ve got the leggings for it, head over to Tuman’s for cheap drinks and priceless people-watching.



[image: image] Shopping

• Alcala’s Western Wear • 1733 W Chicago Ave
312-226-0152
Western-wear emporium sells boots, jeans, and cowboy hats.

• Modern Times • 2100 W Grand Ave
312-243-5706
Vintage mid-century modern funishings.

• Rotofugi • 2780 N Lincoln Ave
773-868-3308
Really cool toy store with urban vinyl figures.

• Salvage One • 1840 W Hubbard St
312-733-0098
Warehouse of antique, vintage, and salvaged architectural pieces for home/loft restoration.

• Sprout Home • 745 N Damen Ave
312-226-5950
Plants and gardening supplies meet modernism.

• Very Best Vintage • 1346 W 28th St
312-226-5530
Huge selection of vintage threads, shoes, and accessories.


Map 24 • River West / West Town [image: image]
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Food distribution centers and wholesalers, warehouses, and loading docks rub shoulders with an alternative gallery scene, trendy restaurants, and hot clubs in the transitional ‘hood. Once a transit abyss, a shiny new el station just opened up smack dab in the middle of both scenes. Loft-style warehouses-turned event spaces (read: weddings $$$) abound.



[image: image] Landmarks

• First Baptist Congregational Church •
1613 W Washington Blvd
312-243-8047
Can seat 2,000 people and houses one of the largest totally enclosed organs in the country. There’s a joke here somewhere.

• Ida Crown Natatorium • 1330 W Chicago Ave
312-746-5490
One of two swimming pools in the area.

• Jackson Boulevard Historic District •
W Jackson Blvd & S Laflin St
Amazingly, this cluster of preserved late-nineteenth century mansions survives in this declining area.

[image: image] Nightlife

• The Aviary • 955 W Fulton Market
312-226-0868
Reservations by email only at this upscale cocktail creation destination.

• City Winery • 1200 W Randolph St
312-733-9463
Red, white, and everything in between made in-house.

• Cobra Lounge • 235 N Ashland Ave
312-226-6300
Live bands, DJ, and no TVs.

• Five Star Bar • 1424 W Chicago Ave
312-850-2555
Thirty bourbons, upscale bar menu, pool, and a stripper pole.

• The Matchbox • 770 N Milwaukee Ave
312-666-9292
Chicago’s smallest bar…bar none.

• Park Tavern • 1645 W Jackson Blvd
312-243-4276
Pre-Bulls/Hawks game stop for craft beers.

• Twisted Spoke • 501 N Ogden Ave
312-666-1500
$2 Jim Beams served by Suicide Girls and free porn on Saturday nights.

[image: image] Restaurants

• Bella Notte • 1374 W Grand Ave
312-733-5136 • $$$$
Romantic, Italian, and schmoozy.

• Billy Goat Tavern • 1535 W Madison St
312-733-9132 • $
Cheezeboiga chain.

• The Breakfast Club & Grill • 1381 W Hubbard St
312-666-2372 • $$
Brunch and then some.

• Burger Baron • 1381 W Grand Ave
312-733-3285 • $
Burgers and beer for the Everyman.

• Butterfly Sushi Bar and Thai Cuisine •
1156 W Grand Ave
312-563-5555 • $$
Cute BYOB sushi storefront in the East Village.

• Café Central • 1437 W Chicago Ave
312-243-6776 • $$
Tasty Puerto Rican cuisine, diner décor, and vintage neighborhood photos.

• Coalfire • 1321 W Grand Ave
312-226-2625 • $$
Chicago’s first coal-fired pizza.

• Corned Beef Factory • 1009 W Lake St
312-666-2535 • $$
Skeletal menu; everything has already been carved and corned.

• Flo • 1434 W Chicago Ave
312-243-0477 • $$
Mexican-influenced breakfast in a relaxed atmosphere.

• Girl and the Goat • 809 W Randolph St
312-492-6262 • $$$
Ultra popular gastropub from “Top Chef” favorite Stephanie Izard.

• Habana Libre • 1440 W Chicago Ave
312-243-3303 • $$
BYOB plantain paradise.
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