
[image: Cover Image]
[image: image]


SLAVE SPECIES OF THE GODS
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“Michael Tellinger’s groundbreaking work presents evidence that challenges all the conventional major assumptions about human origins and history. Emerging into our true power and significance cannot happen until we realize we are not the pinnacle of God’s creation, not even among the creatures of this Earth.”

MÍCEÁL LEDWITH, D.D., LL.D.,
COAUTHOR OF THE ORB PROJECT

“Even if you don’t agree with the conclusions Michael Tellinger draws from the evidence he presents—and I don’t!—this is a well-researched, well-written, and thought-provoking book on a controversial subject, and I applaud it as a contribution to the debate about the mysterious origins of humanity.”

GRAHAM HANCOCK,
AUTHOR OF FINGERPRINTS OF THE GODS

“If you have ever wondered about the age-old questions concerning the human race: Who are we? Where did we come from? Where are we going? Answers may be found in Michael Tellinger’s book Slave Species of the Gods. Clearly written, it’s a fast and gripping read that covers everything from biology, science, and history to religion, mythological gods, and ancient astronauts. Don’t miss this one.”

JIM MARRS,
AUTHOR OF RULE BY SECRECY, ALIEN AGENDA, AND CROSSFIRE
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Note to the Readers

Each chapter was written with the objective to function as a small piece of the greater puzzle—one of sixteen building blocks that collectively tell a more compelling tale. I have attempted to take the readers by the hand and guide them toward the deep end of the knowledge pool.

While some chapters will appeal more to some readers, and less to others, I have tried to keep them as short and punchy as possible, while getting the core message across. There is, however, a strange logic to the sequence of the journey I have chosen to take you on, and it all comes together in chapter 16.

Chapter 16, “The Story of Humankind,” combines all the information you will absorb in the previous chapters and exposes you to the time before the creation of the human race and the strange activity on Earth in such distant times, which includes the terrible truth surrounding our origins.

So do not lose sight of the fact that there is a chronology woven into the puzzle. If, however, you find yourself at odds with some of the more technical chapters and you cannot see your way through them . . . read chapter 16 if you read nothing else.

Enjoy the read and keep exploring.

MICHAEL TELLINGER
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INTRODUCTION

IN AN AGE WHERE TECHNOLOGY has allowed us to expect instant reward and provides us with immediate solutions, humankind seems to have all the answers. Our confidence as a species is higher than ever before, and the knowledge of the universe we live in is expanding faster than most people can keep up with. We can compute and calculate the landing of a small probe on a planet 100 million miles away; we know what the atmosphere on Jupiter consists of; we can regenerate new organs in our bodies, and genetic engineers can create new life in any shape or size they want to. There are, however, three fundamental questions that we have not been able to answer. Who are we? How did we get here? And, why are we here?

As we steadfastly march on the road to an unknown destiny, our ignorance has become our weakness and our arrogance has become a congenital disease threatening us with our own annihilation. In this book we will deal with the latest breakthroughs in science and technology, to reach back into the distant past in an attempt to unravel the extremely vague origins of humankind. It simply makes no sense at all that as advanced as we have become, we have no absolute answers dealing with our origins and ancestry. Why has humankind been so obsessed with gold? And why are slavery and gold the two common denominators that can be traced all the way back to the very dawn of humankind?

The global population is torn between hundreds of religions and cults, all claiming to have the answers. Any semisober person will realize in an instant that they cannot all be right. Right? And yet it is religious dogma that has held billions of people captive through preaching death and destruction, threatening punishment by the “almighty” to disobedient pilgrims, and promising reward and salvation to those who submit to blind faith.

The past fifty years have seen an explosion of new archaeological discoveries that have stunned scholars all over the world with its body of information. Over 500,000 clay tablets have been excavated and many of them have been deciphered. It is only in the past thirty years or so that the true meaning and relevance of the tablets has been identified by a handful of broad thinkers. What was originally believed to be myth or fantasy, mainly due to ignorance by so-called scholars, has turned out to be documented historic evidence so fantastic that it shakes the very essence of our existence.

I would like to take you on a journey of discovery, using the latest translations and revelations of the many tablets that speak about ancient events, long before a single word of the Bible was written. It is shocking to find that none of the stories of the book of Genesis are original, but rather watered-down versions of much older stories conveyed in great detail in ancient clay tablets. Our journey will weave through precious detailed information that was left behind by our ancient ancestors, probably never realizing that it would be treated with such suspicion.

The uncanny coincidences that link the many ancient civilizations by the same pantheon of “mythical gods” are too fantastic to be accidental. We now have irrefutable evidence that there were strange powers on Earth who ruled the early humans with an iron fist. They dispensed punishment and demanded absolute obedience from the primitive new species. We will uncover the slow and painful path the newly created human race had to travel and the crucial role played by more advanced deities who had ulterior motives for our existence. We will uncover the terrible truth that the human race was indeed created in the image of our maker, but the maker was not who we’ve been led to believe. We will unmask the god of the Bible and other major religions, showing the difference between God with a big “G” as opposed to god with a small “g.” The god who constantly displays humanlike behavior, the “god of vengeance” we know from the Bible, turns out to be a god with a small “g.” Some characters will be instantly recognizable, while others have been so distorted by latter translators that we will need a little polishing to identify them. Many more questions will be raised as we postulate new theories surrounding our origins, demystifying God, and allowing the reader to experience the much bigger picture of possibility.

With the help of science and the corroborative evidence from thousands of ancient clay tablets, we are now able to weave together the full story, which I like to refer to as the Great Human Puzzle. Why did it take thousands of years for the slave species to progress from their labor camps in southern Africa, to the point about 9,000 years ago, when a wave of sudden civilization spread around the world, from India, the Near East, Europe, and the Americas? This journey will also resolve the many archaeological dilemmas regarding the missing link, which is clearly outlined by our advanced ancestors. We dispel the myth and the dogma that has kept humankind ignorant and fearful for far too long. The advances we have made in genetic engineering will help us understand that just because we can create life, it does not make us God.

We dispel archaic myths that belong in the Dark Ages and provide clear thinking individuals with the information to reach new conclusions. I would like to share with every reader the same incredible sense of discovery that I personally experienced as I unravelled the utter rubbish that I was conditioned to believe through my formative years. As terrible as this new truth may sound, it will be the most liberating experience you will have.
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ANIMAL BEHAVIOR

EVER SINCE I FIRST BECAME interested in genetics, it has always intrigued me that such an important part of our anatomy, the genome, a molecular structure so refined, should have been created incomplete. Actually, the truth is that the genome was created in abundance, with large parts of the structure that are not being used at all. It is as if the inactive parts of the genome are waiting for some extrinsic factor to switch them on. The question begs, which unimaginable characteristics or super abilities are the dormant parts of the genome not controlling? What human abilities are they hiding? And how has this affected our evolution as a species?

The genome is just another name for the full complement of genes and DNA contained by an individual. In humans, the genome consists of 23 pairs of chromosomes that contain the entire genetic program for that specific individual, and is located in the nucleus of every cell in our bodies. This genetic program controls all the information that allows us to grow and function. Our genome is unique for every individual and every species. When we are born, we are blissfully unaware of what awaits us. There might be seven ages of man, but it all ends up woven together into a long reality performance directed by some invisible force. We are all given some seventy years to do our performance here on Earth, on average; the rest is up to each one of us. Enter stage left . . . exit stage right. The only certainty we have at present is that we will exit. What are you going to do with your seventy years? What is the purpose of this journey, this play of life that we all participate in? Will you use this time creatively, make a contribution to the global community of beings, or will you be a mere spectator: a usurper of facilities before you exit stage right?

Despite the 6.5 billion people who populate the Earth, the human race is a rather fragile and primitive species. No matter how intelligent and smart we think we are, we constantly display signs of basic animal behavior that can lead to the decimation of our kind in the blink of an eye. We have waged war on our fellow man throughout history and continue to do so into the twenty-first century. There always seems to be a moral high ground or justification for our action. From Cain and Abel, to George W. Bush, it has always been the strong and powerful who oppress and wipe out the weak. The Old Testament of the Bible is not a pretty tale of compassion and forgiveness. In fact, quite the opposite. It talks about an eye for an eye; wiping out man, woman, child, and beast in the name of god; and often mentions the enemy by name, personifying them as the bad guys or disciples of the devil. It seems that god has been taking sides from the very beginning. He had his favorites, and then there were “the others.” I always felt that the God I have been told about should be more impartial and loving.

The Bible is filled with prophets and other individuals who for thousands of years had a direct link to god and who on a regular basis received instructions from god to do certain things. When reading the Bible it is not only deemed normal, but it is expected of us to take for granted and to believe that a number of chosen people received such regular instructions from god. Not only did they receive clear instructions and warnings, they received physical instructions in the form of the Ten Commandments and rewards of a material kind, like land or cattle. But the most impressive interactions between god and man were the many visitations god made in person to various individuals. If he could not make it in person, he would send angels to deal with whatever situation needed to be dealt with. The divine beings would share ideas, share wine and bread, and inevitably god would instruct the person to perform certain tasks. All of these individuals seem to have been men. And all of the people who contributed to the scriptures of the Bible were also all men. If “He” created us all equal, did god have a problem with the credibility of women? Or was god just the personification of a male-dominated society? The simple historic fact remains that god actually physically interacted with man. Today, such claims of a physical interaction with God would draw strong criticism and ridicule. Why is that? Is it perhaps that such events in prehistory cannot affect us here today? We seem to accept it when it happened in ancient history, almost reduced to some fantastic fairy tale of our struggle for freedom. Or is it simply because we are too scared to analyze the facts for fear of victimization by placing such arguments in the public domain? These questions have troubled me for most of my life.

And who, and when, decided that the Bible had reached its conclusion? That it was now enough, it is now the end, and the final chapter must be written! Obviously this was another man, inspired by God and dictated to by the Holy Spirit! Surely the quest for truth and salvation continues? Surely the atrocities on Earth have not abated; surely the people of the Earth need ongoing guidance and instructions from God on how to deal with modern-day mayhem and crime; how to respond to dictators; how to survive colonization, racism, invasions, and other inventions of evil minds. Our capacity for cruelty as a species has reached unbearable proportions. We make rules as civilized beings, only to be abused and used against us by less civilized individuals with a good knowledge of the legal system. Those who preach peace and love and turning the other cheek have become the weakened victims of their own philosophy.

Now, more than ever, people need salvation. They need something real to believe in and to hold onto in times when all hope seems to have vanished. So why are the scriptures not ongoing? Why is God not dictating more wisdom through one of his prophets? Or many of his prophets? Some say he is. Many claim they are in contact with God on a regular basis. Many convey God’s messages in packed churches and other places of worship. How does the global community respond to individuals who make fantastic claims of miracles, and hearing God’s voice, and having the answer? Well, in many cases these modern prophets rise to a cult status with a blind following of disciples who will respond to every command, while in other cases they are reduced to cranks with a loose screw.

So, how should a judge in the twenty-first century respond to a guy who tied up his ten-year-old daughter to a table in the backyard, and who was caught by police in the process of stabbing her to death or slitting her throat? If he claims that God had instructed him to sacrifice her to prove his obedience to the almighty lord, should such a character be seen as an example of a modern faithful or a psychopath? Yet, we look at Abraham as a faithful man of God with strong principles and a leader of men because he obeyed god’s instructions to kill his own son. The Bible, however, calls it “sacrifice.” Would we see it as such if it happened today in a wealthy suburb of Johannesburg or Paris?

It is truly a confusing state of religious activity out there. Thousands of religions, all of them man-made, all claiming that they have the answer. Only their followers will be saved by the maker and bask in the pleasures of paradise. It seems that the more money they have, the more power they wield and the closer to God’s ear they can get.

And so the religious argument begins, and we clearly display the primitive side of our low evolutionary state. Are these the primitive characteristics that could be controlled by the inactive genes? We look at the past great civilizations and somehow feel superior. The fact that we cannot explain many things from prehistory is quickly discarded as “Who cares about the Egyptians . . . they’re all dead.” In the light of all our achievements and scientific discoveries, the more we evolve, the stronger the religious dogma becomes. It seems that the religious dogma, which could also be called fanaticism in this case, is directly linked to money. The wealthier a nation, the more they can enforce their particular religious views on others. The United States may claim that they are a free society in all respects, but that is mainly because they feel a sense of comfort among their 96% Christian community. It is safe for them to allow the minority rogue religions to waste their time on their own meaningless salvation.

But then we start to look at who we really are, and the road we have traveled as a species on this planet, only to realize that our presence here does not even equate to the tip of the iceberg. We marvel at dinosaur fossils and talk about what it must have been like here on Earth when dinosaurs roamed. We throw around numbers like “60 million years” when they were extinct, “200 million years” when T-Rex caused havoc, and “400 million years” ago really makes us gasp at the fossils of insects in the museums. Then we start comparing the timescale to famous events in our own frame of reference. The First World War 100 years ago; Leonardo da Vinci 500 years ago; the Vikings some 1,200 years ago; Mohammed some 1,400 years ago; Jesus 2,000 years ago; the pyramids 4,000 years ago; the last ice age some 13,000 years ago; by then most of us run out of reference points.

And then one day something miraculous happens. We lift our eyes up at the night sky filled with billions of stars and we try to imagine infinity. Someone points out Mars and Jupiter. And then you look through a telescope and for the first time you see Saturn with its rings and even several of its moons, and suddenly the reality of it all changes somewhat. It all becomes a little bit bigger. You look at Alpha Centauri and realize that the light from the closest star to us takes five years to reach us, travelling at 300,000 km per second. You go to a lecture by an astronomer and see pictures of galaxies so far away, it is impossible to imagine the distance. Galaxies a billion light-years away. Supercluster galaxies five billion light-years away; ultra hot quasars some 12 billion light-years away right at the edge of the known universe and then—some 13.8 billion light-years away—just blackness. Nothing. You sit in silent contemplation as you try to digest the reality of what you have just witnessed. You have just looked beyond the edge of the known universe, where nothing exists.

But when you wake up in the morning and you try to explain your epiphany to a group of close friends, they share your excitement for exactly fifteen seconds before one of them pronounces “Hey, did you guys see that cool movie on TV last night?”

With all the valiant attempts and sometimes remarkable discoveries by archaeologists, we still cannot pinpoint the origin of humankind. Oh, scores of scientist will argue and give you all kinds of evidence and proof, only to be rewritten by some new scientist five years from now. It is all calculated speculation presented to us either as scientific hypotheses or religious dogma. But in reality, all it ends up being is more manipulation of the pieces of the Great Human Puzzle. We cannot tell when civilized man first walked the Earth and we cannot tell when man was created or how man evolved with a definite level of certainty.

Let’s face it: The past two centuries have led to amazing discoveries of ancient civilizations, lost cities, and a closer understanding of the people who developed these ancient cultures—cultures that displayed remarkable knowledge and understanding of science and the cosmos. It has taken us decades to decipher the various texts or styles of writing by the many extinct cultures. With all our knowledge and sophistication, we have not deciphered the Balkan-Danube script and the Indus Script to date. The diversity of these ancient civilizations, from the ancient Chinese, various cultures of the Americas, the hieroglyphs of the Egyptians, to the cuneiform scriptures of the Sumerians, the lost cities of Asia, have baffled historians and archaeologists alike. It has taken us by complete surprise to discover ancient libraries, such as the library of King Ashurbanipal at Nineveh, with around 30,000 cuneiform clay tablets of scriptures that point to great knowledge by lost civilizations.

It is curious to discover the extended knowledge of astronomers as early as 6,000 years ago with detailed information of our own solar system. We read about ancient gods who roamed and ruled the Earth in chariots that flew in from the stars, and conflicts and betrayal between these ancient gods. We read about brave men who achieved great things in the distant past and wisdom that was imparted to man by the many gods who came from the stars. The ability to extract precious metals from ore in the ground, with the production of gold, copper, tin, and bronze as early as 9,000 years ago, points to clear understanding of metallurgical procedure. The ancient ruins of the Americas with visible extraction and mining activity explain why there was an unimaginable wealth of gold in this part of the world long before Columbus, Cortes, or the other savages who set foot there only a few hundred years ago. The further inexplicable evidence of ore mining in southern Africa as far back as 100,000 years ago is simply too much for even the bravest of archaeologists to accept.

The knowledge of medical procedure and genetic manipulation, the creation of the “Adamu”—a new species, is clearly documented in ancient tablets that have only recently been understood by so-called intelligent man. The power of wireless communication and geophysical knowledge to anticipate natural disaster; all this wealth of information stares us bluntly in the face. And yet, we cannot come to terms with the fact that we may not be the pinnacle of intelligence that has inhabited the planet. Since the rapid evolution of the computer, our ability to document and match this ancient wisdom has enabled us to understand it more clearly. But what do we do with all this information when standing face-to-face with incredible tales from prehistory? We have two choices. Either we believe that it has been left for future civilizations to use and build upon, or we discard it as hallucinogenic garbage by some primitive idiots from a Stone Age, not worthy of our attention.

The fact that only 500 years ago men were burned at the stake for suggesting that Earth was not the center of the universe, the human body was a mysterious vessel that was studied and dissected by daring scientists risking their lives in the early hours of the morning, that we only discovered the last three planets in our solar system in the past 200 years, are clear indication that we are not the superior race.

We are the subspecies. Our arrogance is our weakness and our ignorance a congenital disease that will eventually destroy us. The dogma has consumed us and the fear controls us. But why are we so blind to the facts and evidence that surround us? Why are we so obsessed with popular religions that mostly bow to a god who uses retribution and punishment as a form of control? If we all come from the same maker, we should all have the same set of rules on how to obey that maker, but this is clearly not the case. Religious conflict has torn our history apart for millennia and still hangs over our heads into the twenty-first century like a cancer waiting to devour us.

In this book we will discover that our disorder is the direct result of our bastard race status, with unpredictable animal behavior lurking in our manipulated double-helix DNA. Our intelligence has been suppressed, our knowledge has been erased, our lifespan has been genetically shortened, and our memory has been removed. We are an inferior, genetically cloned mutation of the great civilizations of the past, left behind to pick up the pieces, or to put together the pieces of the Great Human Puzzle.

We have made remarkable progress in the field of genetic engineering, but just because we have been able to map the genome does not mean we know everything about it. On the contrary, the more we learn about the genome, the more we marvel at its complexity. We seem to understand the basic principle of the double helix, but we are far from understanding all its functions. What we are especially perplexed by are the large sections that seem to be switched off. Yes, it is curious to learn that there are large parts of the genome that are not active. That kind of discovery flies directly in the face of all evolutionary processes. But the real truth is that the genome was created in abundance, with far more DNA in our cells than we need for our primitive form.

This begs the question. If the genome controls all our characteristics and bodily functions, then what is it that is not controlled by the inactive parts of the genome? I firmly believe that this is the ultimate question of humanity. What inert secret powers are being locked up behind the inactive parts of our genetic structure?

Let’s take a quick look at the history of genetic discovery. While there is clear evidence of prehistoric genetic activity and manipulation dating back to some 250,000 years ago, modern man has only rediscovered the genome in the 1950s.

In 1866 Gregor Mendel published the results of his investigations of the inheritance of factors in pea plants, but it was only in the 1950s that the chemical structure of the DNA was rediscovered by modern scientists. They finally had a name for it: deoxyribonucleic acid. The people involved in this breakthrough were Maurice Wilkins, Rosalind Franklin, Francis H. C. Crick, and James D. Watson. With this discovery they started a whole new branch of science, namely, molecular biology. In the same decade, Watson and Crick made history when they made the first model of the DNA molecule, showing its twisted double-helix structure, and proved that genes determine heredity. In 1957 Arthur Kornberg produced DNA in a test tube. 1963 saw F. Sanger develop the sequencing procedure for proteins. By 1966 a real breakthrough was made when the genetic code was discovered. Scientists were now able to predict characteristics by studying DNA. This very quickly evolved into genetic engineering and genetic counseling.

In 1972 Paul Berg produced the first recombinant DNA molecule, and in 1983 Barbara McClintock was awarded the Nobel Prize for her discovery that genes are able to change positions on chromosomes. In the late 1980s an international team of scientists began the tedious and demanding task of mapping the human genome, and the first crime conviction based on DNA fingerprinting—in Portland, Oregon—took place. By 1990 gene therapy was used on patients for the first time. In 1993 Dr. Kary Mullis discovered the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) procedure, for which he was awarded the Nobel prize. In 1994 the FDA approved the first genetically engineered food. These were FlavrSavr tomatoes engineered for better flavor and shelf-life.

By 1995 criminal DNA forensics made headlines in the O. J. Simpson trial. In 1997 Dolly the Sheep was the first adult animal cloned. 1998 saw the Senate inquiry into the Clinton/Lewinsky scandal based largely on DNA evidence, and in the year 2000 J. Craig Venter, along with Francis Collins, jointly announced the completion of the mapping and sequencing of the entire human genome. This was a major achievement that took almost ten years less than originally expected. In 2003 Craig Venter launched a global expedition to obtain and study microbes from environments ranging from the world’s oceans to urban centers. This mission will yield a definitive insight into genes that make up the vast realm of microbial life. And now the true genetic era is upon us. The first pet cloning company opened their doors for business in the United States in 2004. In essence, we have become the creators of species. And so we have become “god” to those species we create.

The more we discover in the Cradle of Humankind in South Africa, the more we can genetically link the various peoples of the world to half a dozen original individuals in southern Africa; the more evidence we get from female mitochondrial DNA that the first human was born around 250,000 years ago, the more the pieces of the puzzle seem to fit. In this book we will explore written evidence that places such a group of primordial humans in southern Africa some 200,000 years ago, at about the time when the Adamu was supposed to have been created. When I first started placing these pieces together, I was doubtful that something so fantastic could be a possibility. But if you allow yourself the freedom of thought and possibility, you will discover an incredible story with a clear vision of the past and you will begin to unravel the great steps of humanity that brought us here.

This brings us to the age old question. “Who are we . . . and why are we here?” No, it is not really a “Oh wow, dude” kind of question, it is possibly one of the most complex riddles of our species, which deserves a fresh new look and possibly a slightly less conventional approach if we want to reach new and refreshing answers. But then we must be prepared to face answers we may not have expected. This is what I intend to share with you in this book. What may at first seem like a horror story will turn out to be the most liberating experience; one that brought me much closer to God than I ever imagined possible. Once again I have to draw your attention to the difference between God, the creator of the universe and all things in it, and god, one of many deities who walked the Earth over millennia, wielding power, knowledge, and technology with which they ruled over humanity.

There is good news for those who believe in the creation theory, that man was created by God and given certain rules to live by. Those who believe in the evolutionary theory have a few surprises to face. Evidence has been uncovered and contained in the many Sumerian tablets that suggests that the Adamu was created here on Earth in the image of his maker. But who created Adam and when will reveal that he was created by an advanced species of deities for a specific purpose here on Earth some 200,000 to 250,000 years ago. We further learn from the tablets that Adam was created from the genetic pool of the advanced species of humans on Earth and a lesser evolved hominid that roamed in southern Africa. But who were these advanced humans and where did they appear from? And why is there no fossil evidence of their existence?

I must once again remind you of the dilemma we face when we contemplate such outlandish theories, as most, if not all, of our facts come from prehistoric clay tablets that have been deciphered over the last fifty years of the twentieth century. We have to make a personal choice whether we believe that what was written in these tablets is close enough to the truth, or whether it is merely some hallucinogenic garbage from a time when people’s minds did not function properly. I, for one, have made my decision to take at face value what has been written. I cannot imagine for one minute that thousands of people spent millions of man-hours painstakingly creating these tablets if their contents were less than relevant. I am convinced that they had better things to do than trying to confuse future generations about our origins. After all, we have not really changed that much; we also want to leave evidence of our intellect and achievements, not only for future generations but also for other advanced species in the vastness of the universe. Why else would we send space probes filled with human paraphernalia, videos, compact discs, books, photographs, TV shows, and other symbols of our existence into space? At the back of our minds and against the belief of millions, there is the faint hope that there may be advanced life somewhere in the universe. If there is, we hope to dazzle it with our brilliance or disappoint them with our ignorance, all depending on how evolved they may be by the time they accidentally recover our earthly “space ark.”

It has always amazed me how many people show a complete disregard for history. To many, what happened in the past simply does not matter. But if we don’t know who we are and where we come from, how can we possibly begin to understand where we might be going on our path of progress and evolution?

So we toil away and dream of better days. We close ourselves in cocoons of comfort, position our blinders squarely on our heads, and try not to step too far out of the lane of conformity. We believe that if we work hard or if we work smart we will achieve some sort of reward at the end of all of this. We take out insurance policies to reward our offspring and retirement annuities to cruise through the last few years of our own time on this planet. We keep procreating as if we were programmed to do so. It seems to be a natural step in our maturing process. And unbeknown to us, it is most likely driven by our genome in an attempt to continue surviving while our DNA evolves toward its own completion. On this path of evolution it unlocks the secret parts that have been switched off by some alchemist in our distant past.

We pray for health, wealth, and happiness. Some dream of eternal life and many pray for salvation, but deep inside there seems to bubble the burning desire to find answers to the great human question . . . “Who am I and why am I here?”

History gives us many clues about who we may be, and by stringing together the events and behavioral patterns of humans in the past, history does give us some clues as to where we are heading. Whether we will survive to get there is another question all together. History does not, however, always clearly answer the question of who we are and where we come from. Historians, archaeologists, and anthropologists have painted a very predictable past for us. Aside from the arguments between creationists and evolutionists, the story of humanity and humankind has become an almost pretty fairy tale, and most humans do not want their fairy tale disrupted. Humanity rose from the ashes against all odds: we survived and grew in numbers while spreading over the Earth. We discovered fire, iron, bronze, silver, and gold. We learned new skills, adopted farming instead of roaming, buried our dead, learned to live in structured communities, learned to write, and built cities to protect us from the bad guys. Then we learned to trade, found democracy, discovered mechanization, discovered technology, reached for the stars, and all the time we have been killing each other in the name of our god, our king, or for some other perfectly justifiable reason. It is truly a miracle that we have survived all this. It is clear that somewhere in our DNA there is a violent gene that plays a prominent role in human behavior.

This is a great story, but it only really deals with the past 6,000 years or so. Prior to this it gets very murky and somehow the timing does not seem to fit. The question of the missing link is now more relevant than ever before. Our genome has certainly evolved to the point where we can at least ponder these questions and challenge some of the obvious conventions. But this evolution seems to be more spiritual or mental. Physical evolution is debatable. If we have not really evolved physically in the past 6,000 years since the Egyptians and Sumerians, why should we believe that we underwent some dramatic evolution the previous 6,000 years—or the 10,000 years before that? It appears that our genome has been evolving around the mental parts only, as if we had some catching up to do mentally. This kind of genetic imbalance seems to point to some sort of tampering in the ancient past.

Survival of the fittest has been embraced as one of the pivotal evolutionary arguments. Terms like natural selection have been introduced and presented with dramatic evidence. It may have been the case in the protozoa, the dinosaurs, or the horse, but there seems to be serious gaps in the prehistoric evolutionary patterns of humans. Dramatic jumps in evolution that will form part of my argument point to the horrible truth that we are a slave species, purposefully created to perform a mundane function here on this Earth. It is for us to collect the clues and string them together to formulate a sensible answer. Some will not find any sense in my logic, but some will hopefully become more tolerant of the unknown and the forbidden questions of the past. One of the highest hurdles to cross will be the real possibility that we might have to come to terms with two gods: one with a capital “G” and the other with a small “g.” The difference between the two should be obvious and our prehistory seems to be filled with events that tend to favor the needs and whims of the latter. Have we been conned since the beginning to believe that some form of advanced deity was actually God? If so, did he give us the rules, the scriptures, and the punishment? Was it in his image that we were created? There is an overwhelming amount of written evidence pointing to this conclusion. Do we start to take this ancient knowledge more seriously, giving it the respect it deserves, or do we respond to our overwhelming enslavement by dogma, and discard all this ancient knowledge? I will leave it up to you to draw your own conclusions.



2

THE CELL

OUR HUMAN BODY IS TRULY a miracle of creation. It clearly points to an extraordinary event that led to our existence. Our bodies consist of billions upon billions of cells that make up all the different parts of the body: heart cells, liver cells, muscle cells, and so on. Inside the nucleus of each cell is the genetic material that determines pretty much everything about us from the moment we are conceived to the day we die.

Before we journey back in time to retrace the evolutionary steps of humanity, let us take a quick look at those tiny things in our cells that shape us: our genes and the genome. I think of them as the fingerprints of God. This is where all the codes for our existence are kept, and this is where God with a capital “G” played the omnipotent role when life in the universe was created. I use this expression poetically and more for effect, so don’t take it too literally, but rather inject your own theory of how the universe was created. One of the pivotal questions I have been grappling with for thirty years is why we age and why we die. A question like that may sound silly to most of us, as we have all been conditioned to accept death as the inevitable. We always hear that the only thing we can be sure of in life is that one day in the future we will die. What happens after death is the question that man has been debating for eternity from a multitude of angles, and that we will attempt to answer by the end of this book. I have, however, purposely steered clear of an extended spiritual debate, rather focusing on the physical aspects of our being, and how those have evolved to shape our present state. Some will argue that it is impossible to separate the spiritual from the physical, but I hope to demonstrate that it is the physical boundaries, predetermined by our DNA at the point of conception, that ultimately dictate the pace or capacity of our spiritual evolution. But even in this relatively primitive and disease-prone state, our bodies are miracles of creation.

For those with biology or anatomy as a major, please humor me as I bring the rest of the readers into the loop. To put things into perspective on this cellular level, let us first take a quick look at the cell and its contents as this will introduce a number of terms that will help you understand some further explanations.
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The Cell and Its Contents

The cell surface is covered with a plasma membrane and the contents consist of the cytoplasm, which contains the various organelles including the nucleus.

The plasma membrane controls flow of materials in and out of the cell, either passively, which is called diffusion, or actively by active transport. The surface is covered with vesicles or vacuoles, which are flasklike invaginations of the membrane. It is thought that these provide a crucial means for large molecules to be taken into and out of the cell.

The nucleus controls the cell and also contains the DNA (chromosomes or genome), which in turn determines all of our characteristics. Elements of these characteristics will be passed onto the next generation of offspring because of the action of the DNA. This is called hereditary transfer of DNA and it is why children take after their parents. One half of the child’s DNA comes from its mother, the other half from its father.

The cytoplasm is the whole area between the cell wall and the nucleus, where the metabolism and all the chemical reactions occur. The rate is controlled by enzymes. But the secretion of enzymes is in turn controlled by DNA.

The cytoplasm contains a number of organelles:


	The Endoplasmic Reticulum (ER) is an organized matrix of interconnected flattened parallel cavities. It is the intracellular transport system.

	Ribosomes are attached to the sides of the ER in some places, in which case it is called the rough endoplasmic reticulum. Proteins are made here. Some of these proteins include enzymes and digestive hormones that are used by the cell, while some are secreted. The ER isolates and transports the proteins, which have been made by the ribosomes.

	The Golgi body is made up of smooth ER with no ribosomes. It is thought to be involved in the making and transporting of lipids and steroids. There are a number of vesicles nearby containing secretory granules. It is thought that the Golgi apparatus is an assembly point through which raw materials for secretion are funnelled before leaving the cell.

	The mitochondria is where respiration in the cell happens. The mitochondria also generate all the energy for the cell. There is an average of 1,000 of these per cell, but there are many more in the motile tail of the sperm cell.

	Lysosomes contain enzymes for splitting complex chemical compounds into simpler subunits. They also destroy worn out organelles or even the whole cell if needed.

	Chromatin is the genetic material within the nucleus.
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Fig. 2.1. The human cell

But cells don’t just float around on their own throughout the body. Large numbers of them are massed together to form organs and tissue. The latest estimation is that there are around 50–100 billion cells in an average human body, but this number changes all the time, every hour of the day. It gets more complex, as bigger people have more cells than smaller people, and in the end no one has a definite answer for the number of cells in the human body. To demonstrate the complexity of this estimate, just imagine that your turnover of blood cells alone is about eight million per second. When quantities like these are in question, it is really hard to pin down an accurate number.

The cells that make up the many different parts of our anatomy all originate from stem cells, which are formed shortly after fertilization and make up the early embryo. They divide and divide and slowly transform into all the organs and cells that make up our entire anatomy. It’s like a factory that keeps on producing a large variety of end products. Every single part of your body started out as a stem cell. Several months later the baby is born and unless it has a severe genetic defect it is perfectly complete and ready to grow into an adult human. Its body appears to be complete and ready for life, but its genome is far from complete. Just like its parents, the child bears a genome that will control all of its life functions, but this genome is as incomplete as its parents’ who collectively contributed to their offspring.
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I remember the day very vividly. It was 1975 and I was sitting in the biology class at my high school in Randfontein, South Africa. Biology was one of those subjects that seemed to always come naturally to me, one of the lucky ones. The secret was to pay attention in class. It dramatically reduced the amount of work I would have to do on my own at home. The other trick was to ask as many questions as you could, to anticipate what may come up in the exam. The teacher took forever to draw the animal cell on the board and then stepped back to admire her masterpiece. “Right . . . who knows what this is?” she asked with a determined pride in her voice. She proceeded to explain all the different parts of the cell, then moved on to the very curious fact that the cells divide every few hours in some tissue, to every few days in others. The new cells are born and almost immediately proceed to prepare for mitosis (cell division). This was almost too good to be true, I thought to myself. This was a perfect formula for eternal life. When you add the Krebs Cycle to the equation, the process through which energy is derived from food in the cells to keep the body nourished, it seemed pretty clear to me that the cells are the perfect structures to keep the body at peak maturity and the achievement of eternal life should be a mere formality. I raised my hand and asked the question that most probably changed the way I think about life and death today. “So why do we die, if new cells are born all the time and nourished by the food we eat?” I asked. “We die because that is what happens,” she said. She went on to explain that this process of mitosis seems to carry on for some time, a number of cycles or years, and then suddenly the process starts to slow down. Fewer cells are born, the cells grow older and fragile with weakened cell walls, prone to pathogenic attack, until they stop dividing completely. This process spreads throughout all the parts of the body until we eventually die.

Somehow this explanation was not good enough for me and I felt that the teacher was missing out on a very important part of the equation. There had to be some sort of control mechanism that should be and could be manipulated to overcome this slowing down process in cell division that ultimately leads to death. But in 1975 I knew absolutely nothing about genetics and the teacher was not all that well informed either. Ever since that day I have always believed that there must be a simple procedure possible to reverse this aging process. When genetics became the cool new science by the late 1980s, it all started to make a lot of sense. Strangely enough, until the year 2004, scientists have still been at odds about the causes of aging. Some have still not reached the seemingly obvious conclusion that just like all other anatomical and physiological functions, aging must also be controlled by the genome. It is not only the cell as a whole that keeps multiplying, but all the parts of a cell are constantly being built up and broken down throughout its lifespan. The cell is constantly active and every bit is often renewed. When certain parts or organelles are not needed, such as extra mitochondria, they are simply disassembled and broken down to a molecular level. The truth is that once cells are born, they are truly perfect organisms that should continue to live by constantly dividing themselves for as long as they are fed. This is a great question for philosophers, since the original cell is now two cells and exists twice. Like a magician at a kiddie party with those long thin balloons, a twist here and a twist there, and soon the balloon has become two balloons. A few more effortless manipulations and the cells have become a little doggie or a rabbit or even a beating heart. That is the magic of the cells in our bodies.
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Fig. 2.2. The human cell showing the DNA in the nucleus

The last decade has seen some new theories on cell death and aging, but to date no one is sure why cells get fragile and “cranky” as they get older. One of the popular theories in the attempt to understand aging is a substance called telomeres. These protect the DNA from damage during copying. It is thought that the telomeres on the ends of the genes get worn away or damaged and when this happens it seems that the DNA can get damaged too. This can lead to mutations and changes that lead to aging and cell death. This is, however, still an hypothesis with many others doing the rounds and no one can speak with absolute authority. So I will use this hole in the fabric of science to postulate my own hypothesis in later chapters. The damaged DNA then starts to send the wrong messages or codes to the cell and its components, which leads to the secretion of the wrong enzymes or chemicals, which leads to the cell not performing at its peak, and then it slowly shuts down and dies.

This is an important link to my argument in later chapters. All because of messed up programming and incorrect triggering of genetic responses, it is possible that the cells in our bodies die and we end up dying as a logical consequence. So if messed up cellular genetic information leads to diseases like tumors and cancers and many other serious life-threatening conditions, could we assume that the correct genetic information will do the opposite? Keep the cells alive forever? This is where genetic engineers are focusing much of their attention. We have made many breakthroughs in identifying various genes that control a vast number of physiological activities, and our success rate in gene therapy and gene replacement is growing constantly. In a nutshell, by identifying damaged genes we can take steps to replace them with healthy genes.

But what if we cannot do this, in certain situations, what alternatives do we have? Stem cells! The success rate we have witnessed by introducing stem cells into damaged tissue has taken everyone by surprise. While everyone was focused so fiercely on genetics, stem cell research has exploded with astonishing results. By injecting stem cells into damaged tissue, doctors have reconstituted hearts, livers, and even eyes using stem cells. The recovery of the organs is almost like performing a miracle, with the damaged tissue being regenerated within days or weeks. A man who had only 10% active heart muscle left had recovered to 90% within two weeks after receiving a stem cell injection into the damaged part of the heart. This is why the debate over human cloning has become so heated. Scientists have now realized that the stem cells in human embryos can be used to cure all kinds of incurable diseases, produce new organs, and rejuvenate almost any part of our body. Embryonic stem cells first appear about a week after fertilization. They are the parents of all other cells in our body.

In theory, stem cells could be harvested from an early embryo that was a cloned version of you, after which the embryo would be discarded. Such deliberate wastage of embryos is one reason why therapeutic cloning is so highly controversial. But the technique offers such important life-saving treatments that its use is considered justified by many people. Research into therapeutic cloning is allowed in the United Kingdom, but it is illegal to place any cloned human embryo into a womb. This was intended to prevent anyone from trying to create a living clone.

Stem cells can also be found in adult bodies, where they provide ongoing maintenance and repair. Adult stem cells appear to be partially differentiated, which means they have already started moving toward becoming a specific cell type. They do, however, show great flexibility.

Another possible source for stem cells is in the blood collected from a baby’s umbilical cord just after birth. Some parents are choosing to freeze and store this blood so their baby will be able to call on a supply of its very own stem cells if it ever needs it later in life. I trust that scientists all over the world are already busy trying to recreate stem cells in a tube, but the miracle of these cells lies embedded in the deep secrets of their genome. Not until we start to unravel some of the “junk” parts of the genome and the secret encoding they possess will we start to fathom the true mechanism of stem cells. So, now that we have uncovered a possible miracle of life, let’s get back to the shortcomings of the incomplete genetic structure lurking in our cells.

The Human Genome Project was launched in 1990 and its goal was to decipher and map the entire DNA of a representative human, who was selected from a group of anonymous donors. The cost? A phenomenal US$3 billion! It has been called the biological equivalent of putting a man on the moon. The results have taken humanity completely by surprise every step of the way as the group of scientists continually made new discoveries. The original estimate was that the project would take about twenty years, but thanks to the rapid development of computer technology, it only took them ten years. In June 2000 it was announced that the entire human genome had been sequenced. The sequence is a printout of the structured order of four chemicals found along the length of the DNA molecule. These chemicals are referred to as letters A, T, C and G, and there are an astonishing 3 billion variations of them along our 23 chromosomes, forming a unique sequence that holds the encoded program for the growth of a specific person. The hidden message in this code controls everything about us; it points to our ancestry and predetermines our future. These are mainly the instructions for building proteins and millions of other secret activities that have not yet been discovered.

The big surprise to the scientists was that active genes make up only tiny fractions of the entire genome. Incredibly, they only make up 3% of the total DNA in our chromosomes. The genes are either alone or clustered together in larger groups, but in between each gene sequence there are long stretches of DNA that do not appear to contain any type of code for anything. These stretches have now been referred to by scientists as “junk DNA,” mainly because they have not figured out what secret message it conceals. This has sparked an interesting new debate that will last until the true relevance of these dormant DNA sections is explained. Fortunately, the scientists had learned from the arrogance of their predecessors, and in their wisdom they decided to map the entire Human Genome, including the junk, just in case it might have as yet undiscovered significance. It only took a few years to learn that those junk genes indeed played an important role in the structure of the genome. It is now clear that the positioning of these sections of dormant DNA are an integral part of the entire structure. More specific information will emerge as time goes by.

It makes no sense at all that the single most important molecular structure in our body, which is also the master control mechanism, would be created incomplete or with defects. I suggest that at the point of creation, the genome was originally created to be complete and fully functional. But because it is neither complete nor fully functional, we start to theorize about its true potential and our own full potential when dictated to by the perfect genome. Every week scientists are discovering new genes with specific control mechanisms over certain parts of our body. Genes that control the color of your eyes, your hair, your height, the secretion of enzymes, your skin, your sex, and even a gene that supposedly dictates whether you will be straight or gay. For every characteristic or function, there is a specific group of genes that controls that specific part of our body. Before we are even born, while we are growing in the womb, the genome starts to dictate how the master cells should divide and how they should shape our unique being.

It seems that as our genome evolves, it allows us to evolve on two levels: a physical level, and a spiritual or mental level. It is very curious that our evolution or development as a species seems to be linked to technological discovery, scientific achievements, and spiritual maturity. The more we evolve, the more impressive our discoveries. The more complex the questions we seem to pose, the more challenging the goals we set ourselves—except for periods like the Dark Ages, when all knowledge was seemingly lost and replaced by oppression, dictatorship, and savagery. It seems incredible that the knowledge of the universe, our ability to build breathtaking structures like the pyramids, and broad-minded philosophy all vanished, only to be replaced by an oppressed society during those times. But once again we emerged as a striving species and continued to ask more poignant questions about our origins, discovering electricity, the atom, and reaching for the stars. We have theorized about traveling beyond the speed of light, time travel, and even meta universes. We no longer seem so sure of our wisdom, we wonder more curiously where we are heading, but we still don’t know where we come from. Is our insatiable need to reach the stars a clue to where we might have come from? It is quite possibly so, and we will examine ancient evidence that seems to support this theory very persuasively. We cannot place a limit on our mental and spiritual evolution. So if the mental and physical are somehow linked, there should be no boundary to our physical evolution also. Such physical evolution will not necessarily be visible on the outside, but its effects will most certainly be felt on a molecular and cellular level where the genome is most active.

Without most of us realizing it or having the background knowledge to comprehend the reasons, our bodies are continually striving for a complete or perfect genome: one that has reactivated the seemingly endless stretches of junk that line the DNA. This is the fundamental principle of evolution. Our own genome is in a constant state of evolution, a never-ending process of completing itself, recomputing and rescanning its own structure and constantly filling in the missing bits. The evolutionary process starts with the genome itself. Just like new computer technology allows us to scan photographs and turn a dull image into a perfectly sharp image, the genome is constantly fixing the dull, inactive bits, unlocking them and reactivating them to perform the specific function for which they were created. Just because the geneticists have not yet figured out what all the dormant stretches of DNA are for does not mean that evolution is going to stand still and wait for us to figure it out. Slowly but surely we are evolving physically and mentally, as the genome reactivates itself. It is like a rebirth from a long sleep from which humankind is waking up. A sleep into which we must have been induced by someone or something a long time ago. A sleep of ignorance and forgetfulness. It is often said that less intelligent people seem to be happy with their lot. They don’t question why; they just accept their lot and get on with life without asking too many questions. They place their lives in the hands of their god, whichever god it may be, and believe that one day their souls will be saved from the devil. It is truly a great escape for many and a good enough reason to go on regardless.

We have, however, seen small increments of evolutionary evidence in our physical and spiritual forms. The fact that our tonsils cause more trouble than good, our appendixes are removed well before they can possibly kill us by bursting, and the fact that the average survival age in the global population has increased dramatically since the Dark and Middle Ages. This may have something to do with socioeconomic circumstances, diet and climate, but on the other hand it may not. For every bit of genetic resurrection that occurs in our cells, our bodies and minds evolve in harmony. More and more people around the world now refer to themselves as spiritual rather than religious. The past 2,000 years has seen the emergence of countless new religions and more splinter cults, as people are searching for new answers and opening themselves up to new realities.

I predict that in time to come, as we unravel more of this DNA structure, we will discover power and wisdom emanating from the genome, the complexity of which we cannot comprehend today. But we have the capacity to digest science fiction in large doses, so if this is a little too much for you at this moment, just pretend that this is a little science fiction trip and enjoy the ride.

Why would such a perfect part of creation like the DNA, consist of as much as 97% of unintelligible junk? Surely God does not make mistakes! Or is it possible that the inactive genes were purposely switched off, somehow, by someone when modern humans were created, right at the dawn of humanity? Could there have been some group of beings armed with sufficient skill and knowledge who consciously planned and executed this procedure? They must have had a reason or motive to create a being or possibly even a new species with a drastically stunted genome. In the past two decades scientists have shown conclusively and established with a relatively wide margin for error that both mitochondrial Eve and chromosomal Adam were created between 180,000 to 250,000 years ago. Who would have had such knowledge of genetics 250,000 years ago and what motive did they have to create a lesser evolved and more primitive creature like the human? The answer may be hidden in thousands of ancient texts that have gone unnoticed for centuries. In her book Private Lives of the Pharaohs, Joyce Tyldesley points out that 200 years ago, the early archaeologists were no more than “officially sanctioned treasure hunters.” They knew very little about the science they were involved in, unable to read hieroglyphs or other ancient texts, sometimes not even being able to distinguish between written text and decorative art. Excavators were obsessed with finding giant monumental pieces to impress funders and attract curious people to the museums. The knowledge that was captured on thousands of clay tablets was lost to humankind for centuries, piled up in the basements of museums of the world. No one could possibly imagine that the primitive people of the ancient past could have had anything of consequence to say. Those who believed such misconceptions would have had those beliefs shattered.

For now, let us return to the possibility of a perfect genome and let us imagine for a moment what capabilities we may possess if our genetic structure was complete and fully functional, if large parts of our genome were not switched off. Let us examine some of the common problems in our physical anomalies that we would overcome with our DNA intact. The list is very long and touches every single aspect of our being. On this list would be all forms of disease; cancer; the simple process of healing; organ failure; mutation and the ability to adapt swiftly to severe external conditions; eyesight; hearing; deformities and other physical imperfections; and obviously also aging and death. These are just some of the complex physical benefits humankind will reap with a complete genome. By logical deduction, there will be genes that control all these characteristics in our bodies, and we will be able to manipulate these genes in any way we choose. Curiously enough, I have mentioned the topics that have already received much attention from scientists. Have you ever tried to catch an ordinary garden lizard and its tail comes off in your fingers? Or while you dig a hole for the plant you received as a present from your mother, you accidentally chop an earthworm in half? Well, the lizard’s tail will grow back rather quickly and the worm will not die, it will grow to its full size again. The fact that such primitive creatures have the capacity to regrow lost limbs or other vital parts of their anatomy should unquestionably allow us, a far more advanced species, to do the same, if we could only reactivate certain parts of our genome. The other more complicated characteristics deal with the spiritual and mental parts of our psyche. The concept of being born with all the memories and knowledge of our parents has been debated for decades. The power to interact with others through ESP or reading someone’s thoughts have been touted as a function of higher evolved beings. Thought materialization and teleportation linked to the materialization of the physical around the spiritual would allow us to travel though time and the universe. In a nutshell, we would become superhumans who live forever. But this kind of evolved state of existence will have certain prerequisites. The physical and the spiritual parts must evolve in tandem and in perfect harmony with each other. The one cannot overtake the other. A kind of yin and yang coexistence between physical and spiritual needs to be accomplished. If the one should evolve faster or slower than the other, we will have an imbalance between the two characteristics, which will manifest in a variety of unpredictable effects, behavioral patterns of instability, violent and dramatic antisocial behavior, and who knows what else. In fact, it is exactly the kind of behavior we have grown accustomed to on this planet. This must be the reason why we as a species are so volatile. The reason for our instability can be ascribed to the turbulent clash of our current disparate pace of evolution between the physical and spiritual parts of our being. The fact that some people may be evolving faster than others is a possible cause for conflict, aggression, and misunderstanding.

The fact that our genome is evolving toward a complete genome could also be evident from the way in which our bodies cope with certain diseases, which in the past would have killed us and yet today are controlled by our boosted immune system. On the spiritual side it is heralded by the more complex questions we ask about our origins, God, and the universe. With the advances in astronomy we marvel at the vastness of the universe, and many people are coming to terms with the fact that we may not be the only intelligent life out there. In 1990, astronomers were still of the opinion that planets were not commonly distributed in the universe. A few years later, after some more startling discoveries, they estimated that a small fraction of the stars may have some planets that formed around them during their own birth. And only a few years later they reached the conclusion that the formation of planets and the existence of solar systems is an integral part of what happens when nebulae give birth to new stars and galaxies. Suddenly, filled with this new wisdom, astronomers started discovering many new solar systems with planets and they continue to do so today.

When Sir Fred Hoyle and Chandra Wickramasinghe reintroduced the ancient Greek concept of panspermia in the early 1970s and suggested that life arrived here on Earth from space, as it probably did on countless other planets in the universe, most of us were unaware of other planets, and this theory was laughed off as ludicrous by most scholars. Today, panspermia is accepted by the majority of scholars. These two celebrated scientists have proved beyond any doubt that life has in the past arrived on Earth from space and still does so every day, in the form of viruses, bacteria, spores, and other microscopic organisms. While these may have played the leading role in the origin of life on Earth some 3.5 billion years ago, they also played a pivotal part in the great leaps of evolution of species. Furthermore, Fred Hoyle has presented evidence that supports the theory of evolution happening in jumps, as opposed to the great Darwinian propaganda that evolution happens slowly over time. So what has this got to do with our quest for our own identity? Everything!

It holds up the argument that humankind is not the final link of an evolutionary process that started with so-called apes and grew into primitive hominids, who in turn grew into intelligent humans. It goes a long way in supporting the argument that the Adam, or first man, was created by a conscious act of medical science some 200,000 years ago. This has been supported by tracking the Y-chromosome in the male population and arriving at a similar date. Is it a coincidence that this scientifically determined prehistoric date is in turn supported by the 1994 announcement by scientists that tracing mitochondrial DNA in females has placed the first Eve around the same time? These scientific discoveries have gone a long way in supporting the evidence that suggests Adam was created and when he was lonely, a female partner was created for him from his “essence.” It sounds like a great fairy tale that we read in the Bible, but it is also written exactly like this in Sumerian clay tablets, which predate the Bible by as much as 3,000 years. So where did the authors of the Bible get all their inspiration? As we unravel the ancient times of humankind, we will expose the origins of many of the stories from the Old Testament, clearly captured for eternity on thousands of cuneiform clay tablets, long before a single word of the Bible was first jotted down. Furthermore, we are able to draw such conclusions and begin to make sense of it all because of the incredible discoveries in biological science that have exposed the power of the DNA, all held together in the human cell.



3

THE BRAIN

SO WHAT IS THIS THING called a brain? It’s a lump of gross-looking soft tissue tightly squeezed into our skulls, which allows us to formulate thoughts, contemplate our own being, and question our consciousness. We use it to be witty, to bamboozle people, to reason with others, and a million other functions that are often too small for us to notice. We abuse it with drugs and alcohol, pushing the limits of our brains to what seems to be the edge at times. The brain is a very fragile organ and that is why it is so well protected by the skull. But the brain also punishes us for abusing our bodies. It gives us headaches and causes us to feel pain of a wide variety. It can even cause us emotional pain when there is no sign of physical trauma. The brain can send mixed messages and cause us to hear voices, imagine demons, and drive us to insanity.

The brain is by far the most complex and mysterious organ in our bodies. It is the ultimate marvel of our creation. It has intrigued doctors and scientists for centuries and will possibly continue to do so for centuries more. Unlike the genome, the brain’s activity is impossible to map. The truth is that we know very little about the brain and how it works. Oh, we know all about the chemicals and enzymes involved, what triggers what and where, and what the final effect is, but this is just the visible chain reaction that is easy to follow. What we cannot explain are the invisible bits: what actually happens in the brain in between the stimulus and response that allows us to formulate an argument or burst into tears, or feel pity and remorse, or such anger that we respond with violence.

Neuroscientists have spent the past few decades studying the brain’s anatomy, function, physiology, biochemistry, and molecular biology, but all that this research has amounted to is to highlight how little we know about this mysterious organ. Intelligence has always been ascribed to the size of the brain in species. That is why we are said to be the smartest or most evolved species on Earth. And yet, whales have larger brains than humans, so where does that leave them?

Here is a short list of animals from the University of Washington in Seattle, comparing their brain sizes in grams. It must surely force us to reconsider the idea of “larger is smarter” or is there something more to the bigger brains of several species on Earth?


	AVERAGE BRAIN WEIGHT IN GRAMS


	Adult human
	1,300–1,400



	Newborn human
	350–400



	Sperm whale
	7,800



	Fin whale
	6,930



	Elephant
	6,000



	Humpback whale
	4,675



	Gray whale
	4,317



	Killer whale
	5,620



	Bowhead whale
	2,738



	Pilot whale
	2,670



	Bottle-nosed dolphin
	1,500–1,600



	Walrus
	1,020–1,126



	Pithecanthropus Man
	850–1,000



	Camel
	762



	Giraffe
	680



	Hippopotamus
	582



	Leopard seal
	542



	Horse
	532



	Polar bear
	498



	Gorilla
	465–540



	Cow
	425–458



	Chimpanzee
	420



	Orangutan
	370



	California sea lion
	363



	Manatee
	360



	Tiger
	263.5



	Lion
	240



	Grizzly bear
	234



	Sheep
	140



	Baboon
	137




Based on the above information, the bottle-nosed dolphin should be slightly more intelligent than humans, while elephants and whales should be infinitely smarter. For all we know, maybe they are. But for now there are still some countries in the world who allow the barbaric hunting and killing of these highly evolved species.

The brain and its major extension, called the medulla oblongata, can be described as a mass of interconnected nerve cells that control all the activities of the entire central nervous system. Between these two structures, they control all the voluntary and involuntary activities in our bodies. Involuntary activity would be respiration, heart rate, blood pressure, muscle activity, and all the goings-on in the digestive tract, just to name a few. Voluntary activity is basically every movement or action we engage in by first thinking about it and then doing it. Some of these may seem like involuntary reactions because our muscles are trained to perform the tasks, like walking, talking, or even typing. There are millions more activities that fall into both the voluntary and involuntary categories. It is estimated that the communication network in your brain can perform several billion connections and calculations per second. There are a number of major players in this network. Neurons or brain cells, which carry the nerve impulses rapidly between the point of stimulation and the affected organ; the neurotransmitter, which allows the message between neurons and organs to be transmitted; and receptors or receptor cells, which receive the message at the site of the affected organ, like the eye.

There are around 100 billion neurons in the brain but there are also an estimated 10–50 times as many glial cells in the brain. These perform some sort of supportive and possibly nutritive function to the neurons but their true function is yet unknown. The total estimated length of nerve fibers in the brain is around 160,000 kilometers. To get an idea of how incredibly complex the brain and its entire central nervous system really is, just look at the eye. It sits very closely located to the brain with a five centimeter long optic nerve. In this nerve there are 1.2 million fibers that send and receive messages between the brain and the eye on a constant basis. Even when we sleep the brain controls the eyes through rapid eye movement activity or REM. If you ever have doubts about a supreme creator God who masterminded all this stuff in the universe, the brain is a good place to start. It is truly the master organ of our anatomy. But the brain also controls activities that are often described as spiritual and are more mysterious by nature, like consciousness, thought, reason, emotion, love, purpose, passion, and more. These are the properties of the brain that will challenge us until we are evolved enough to understand them. But for now, we just speculate.
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Fig. 3.1. Neuron

Someone, somewhere, at some stage in the past made the careless statement that we only use 10% of our brains. The media immediately jumped on it and the lie has been immortalized in pop science, pulp fiction articles ever since. There are a number of interesting examples to keep the theory alive. I must draw attention to the subtle difference in such claims by scholars who approach it from the point of view that the brain’s potential is infinite. Their statements are, therefore, merely expressions of support for the infinite brain concept, such as was outlined by Australian neurology Nobel laureate Sir John Eccles.

Another scientist called John Lorber performed a number of autopsies in England on hydrocephalics. This condition basically causes large parts of brain tissue to be dissolved by acidic spinal fluid. He tested the IQs of patients before and during the disease. His findings showed that IQ remained constant up to death, even though more than 90% of brain tissue was destroyed by the disease. It had no impact on what is considered to be normal intelligence.

In Russia, a neurosurgeon called Alexandre Luria showed that the bulk of frontal lobes are mostly dormant when he physically proceeded to cut out large parts of frontal lobes from humans. He also gave them physiological and psychological tests before and after cutting out parts, and he even went as far as removing entire frontal lobes from patients. His conclusion was that while it had some effect on mood patterns, it caused no major change in brain function. I believe that experiments like these most likely had a lot to do with the “10% brain activity” mania.

In higher mammals there are large parts of the brain that seem to be associated with intelligence, personality, and higher mental activity. Neuroscientists have developed a number of imaging techniques to study the activity inside the brain, such as positron emission tomography (PET), magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), and computerized tomography (CT).

CT uses X-rays to discern normal brain geography from tumors and other abnormalities; MRI reveals brain structure by detecting radio waves that are deflected by tissues in a strong magnetic field; and PET detects gamma rays emitted by radioactively-labeled chemicals as they rush to active sites in the brain. Another technique, which is known as magnetoencephalography, involves measuring the magnetic currents that are generated by the electrical impulses in the brain. All of the different approaches to imaging in the brain give us some insight into brain activity and functionality, but leave humans far short of understanding the true complexity of this organ.

Many tests have been done trying to determine how much of the brain we actually use but scholars seem to differ on this estimation. As mentioned, 10% is a number often theorized, some are as bold as saying that we use up to 20%, but the more cautious ones claim that 3%–4% is much closer to the probable truth. There seems to be no specific scientific finding or origin for any of these statements. This sudden interest in the capacity of the brain may have originally been stimulated when scientists performed basic experiments with rats, and found that rats could perform most of their normal functions with as little as 2% of their cerebral cortex intact. Various extrapolations of these statements may have caused this brain usage debate, which was mainly fueled by the media and others who wanted to capitalize on such disinformation. The truth is, we probably use all of our brain. This has been illustrated by many of the previously mentioned imaging techniques over the years.

Neuroscientists have now pretty much mapped the anatomy of the brain and identified the functions of each section. Upon examining the map of the brain, you will realize that we know which part of the brain is responsible for various functions and there is not much brain left that could be called idle. But the fact is, although it seems that the whole brain is active in countless stimuli and responses, there is no scientific way that we can measure the amount of brain we use. At the same time, there is also no method to date that can measure the full capacity of the brain. So we should be asking what the capacity of the brain is, rather than how much of the brain we actually use.
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Fig. 3.2 The human brain

The two approaches are philosophically opposed. The one approach assumes that the brain capacity is finite and aims to measure the current usage, while the other suggests that our brain capacity could be infinite.

Many scientists claim that nutrition plays a key role in the performance and possibly evolution of the brain. Much has been written about healthy diets with very specific dietary instructions to help certain conditions. While diet and nutrients undoubtedly play a crucial role in the health and smooth performance of the brain, it is impossible to claim any long-term evolutionary benefits from such treatment. It would be equivalent to saying that a daily moisturizing regime will make you immortal. The one thing that many scientists seem to agree on is that around 200,000 years ago the human brain underwent a dramatic evolutionary change. Various theories for this sudden increase in brain size and intelligence have had scientists guessing and speculating for years. The popular theory doing the rounds is one of high seafood intake.

The different functions of the left brain and the right brain have been well documented. Here are some examples:



	LEFT-BRAIN FUNCTIONS
	RIGHT-BRAIN FUNCTIONS



	Written language
	Insight



	Number skills
	3-D forms



	Reasoning
	Art awareness



	Spoken language
	Imagination



	Scientific skills
	Music awareness



	Right-hand control
	Left-hand control




Let’s take a quick look inside the brain and at some crucial statistics: The
brain is involved in everything you do, either voluntarily or involuntarily. As was
pointed out before, some of the involuntary activities that are controlled by the
brain are your heartbeat, breathing and coughing, or better described as all the
things that need to continue functioning while you sleep. The voluntary activities
are all the things you do consciously, like walking, writing, talking, smiling.

When your brain functions properly, you function properly as a well-synchronized
unit. But when your brain hits a few bumps it can manifest itself
in a multitude of unwanted side effects. The brain is active from the moment
you are born to the day you kick the bucket. If it had to shut down for even
a second, all the involuntary functions in your body would shut down too.
Something as simple as breathing or your heartbeat would basically put an end
to you if your brain had to stop functioning. Because the brain is so active and
never stops, it consumes about 20%–30% of the body’s energy. To achieve such
a high consumption of blood, it is serviced by about 400 miles of capillaries
delivering a constant supply of oxygen, glucose, and other nutrients. So if you
want to lose weight you have to think harder.

There are about 100 billion neurons or nerve cells in the brain. Alcohol
and drugs destroy these cells by the millions. They do grow back, however.
Each neuron or nerve cell is connected to other nerve cells in the brain, by
hundreds or even thousands of connections, called dendrites. It is estimated
that there are over 1,000,000,000,000,000 (ten to the power of fourteen, 1014)
connections in the brain, more connections than there are stars in the Milky
Way. The brain is more complicated than any computer we can imagine. The
reason we can make such a silly comparison is because we now know that the
brain’s capacity is infinite.

A single neuron can produce almost a tenth of a volt electrical charge, and
the total electrical activity in your brain can easily be measured with an electroencephalogram
(EEG). This allows us to actually measure brain activity and test the activity under various stimuli. Just like the other cells in your body, the brain cells also start to decline and die after a certain period. The receptors also decline with age. The neurotransmitter serotonin interacts with at least fifteen different receptors in the body, but after the age of about twenty, one of serotonin’s most common receptors starts to decline and vanishes from the human brain at about 15% per decade, which may be why depression commonly appears in middle age.

The suggestion that a high seafood diet was the cause of this major brain change around 200,000 years ago is silly and makes no scientific sense at all. There had to be a more dramatic event that caused such a change in the brains of our ancestors. There is emerging evidence supported by genetic and mitochondrial dating that seems to point to such a dramatic event. It seems that scientists in all fields of expertise are constantly providing us with more evidence of our human ancestry, but most of us are totally oblivious to the evidence that surrounds us. Keep in mind the coincidental fact that mitochondrial Eve and chromosomal Adam were both dated back to around 200,000 years ago. Just a coincidence, or another piece of the Great Human Puzzle that fits perfectly? Those scientists who ascribe this sudden brain change to dietary habits of the ancient Homo sapiens are saying that those who ate more seafood evolved bigger brains over millions of years. They compare the small brains of inland Australopithecus afarensis some 2 million years ago to Homo sapiens some 200,000 years ago. Can you see the problem here? These changes in brain size happened suddenly, as if overnight. They are more easily explained by genetic manipulation than gradual evolution due to high fish consumption. Besides, the two species have no connection in their evolutionary lines anyway.

This kind of theory is a clear indication of how resistant some sectors of the scientific fraternity are to new discoveries that challenge the conventional way of thinking. Homo habilis (translation: handy man) was the first of its genus, who lived between 2.2 and 1.6 million years ago, with an average brain size of 500–750 ml. The next in line was Homo erectus, around 2 million–400,000 years ago, with a brain capacity of 800–900 ml. Then suddenly around 200,000 years ago a new species appears out of the blue with a brain 55% bigger. This calls for some serious investigation, since Darwin believes that evolution does not happen in jumps. How is it possible that such a species could miraculously appear, be able to think, able to reason, and able to calculate? There must be more plausible theories for this phenomenon.

Scientists go on trying to substantiate their big brain theory by comparing the high fish intake of humans some 28,000 years ago in central Europe. Neanderthals had a low seafood intake, surviving mostly on meat from inland animals, and this is why they were outlived by Homo sapiens, who had a high Omega-3 and Omega-6 fatty acid intake. The crucial mistake they make here is that fossilized evidence has clearly shown that Homo neanderthalensis had a larger brain than Homo sapiens, by 5%–10%. Scientists have also proved that a high seafood intake dramatically reduces the levels of depression among its population. North American and European populations showed a rate of depression 10 times greater than a Taiwanese population who consumed a lot of fish. The Japanese, whose diet is also rich in fish, have a significantly lower incidence of depression compared to North Americans and Europeans. Once again, these are simply cosmetic reactions by the brain that will have no effect on how the genome has been programmed. This theory will need more evidence that points to DNA restructuring or some form of evolution to make it stick. Putting make-up on your face will not keep you immortal.

So while it may be true that fats build your brain and proteins unite it, carbohydrates fuel the brain, and micronutrients defend it, the real miracle lies in the fact that your DNA planted the programmed code at your point of conception, which allowed your brain to grow into its fully functional form. As incredible an organ as the brain may be, it is ultimately controlled by the genome, just like every other minute aspect of our being.

It does seem that the brain may have a limitless capacity for higher functions not yet understood by humans. A variety of unexplained psychic abilities have been demonstrated by large numbers of individuals. They are more often than not looked upon as freaks of nature and not regarded as a possible higher state of evolution that needs closer attention. We can look at the brain as the interface between the physical and the spiritual: our body and our soul. Somehow, some individuals have mastered these higher brain activities without knowing how and why. This adds another mysterious element to the Great Human Puzzle. How and why have some people cultivated ESP skills? It makes complete sense to me that while the genome is evolving toward its own completion, it keeps unlocking parts of our brain, allowing us to perform higher mental functions.

So if the brain is indeed the physical interface between body and spirit, it will take a lot more evolution on our behalf to understand it. Remember, the genome and the spirit cannot evolve at individual speeds. So while the genome controls the rate of evolution of the brain, it is then by default also the genome that ultimately dictates the pace at which the soul is allowed to evolve while trapped in our human body. Like the laws of osmosis, the two concentrations on either side of the membrane will eventually reach a state of equilibrium, but only if the membrane is permeable and allows these to cross. Our DNA will allow the spirit in our bodies to mix with the greater spirit in the universe, in bite-size chunks, as we evolve and as we learn to deal with our newfound knowledge.

All this strange activity in the ancient past that caused our brains to suddenly expand goes a long way to substantiate that there must have been some kind of genetic manipulation involved; the kind of manipulation that was revealed to us in ancient clay tablets written somewhere between 4,000 and 6,000 years ago. This new emerging information has found favor with only a handful of broad thinkers. Many archaeologists, historians, and anthropologists are very nervous about dealing with such sudden leaps in philosophy. I hope to show you a steady, cohesive trail of evidence that points to the placement of an advanced race of beings, right here on Earth at the time when our brains had so miraculously expanded. Not only did they leave behind written evidence of their genetic manipulation, but they actually explain in great detail the reasons why they needed to create a primitive worker on this planet.

Just think about how many times people say to you, “I don’t know if I want to hear that . . . it sounds too horrendous.” That is really an honest admission that they are not ready to receive certain information. When it comes to new truths regarding our origins and spirituality, people are not that polite about it. The majority of the world’s population is not yet ready to face these new emerging facts, even if they were asked to contemplate them only as a theory to begin with. On the contrary, most people will reject any such utterances with high levels of contempt. After all, they know exactly where they come from and who their god is, clearly displaying the power of our preprogrammed genome to keep humanity obedient and fearful of its maker.

So, what have we learned in this chapter? The brain is an infinitely complex organ with a capacity for processing knowledge and information that goes way beyond our imagination. All the mystique around the brain raises the possibility that it is an interface between the physical and the spiritual worlds. Regardless of its complexity, the program for its development comes from the genome. Around 200,000 years ago the brain underwent a dramatic increase in size, just about at the time when the Anunnaki created the Adamu, according to the Sumerian tablets. The sudden increase in the Homo sapiens brain could not have occurred due to millions of years seafood consumption. The human race uses only a fraction of its brain, which is strictly controlled by our genome. All this leads to some crucial questions to close this chapter. What will our mental and spiritual capacity be when our genome has fully evolved? Who were the Anunnaki? Why and how did they create humankind?



4

A JOURNEY BACK IN TIME

IF WE DON’T KNOW WHERE we come from, how can we possibly know where we are going? In this chapter we will attempt to find pointers in both directions. We need to dig deep into our prehistory before we start gazing far into the future. Fortunately, we have been handed loads of knowledge by our advanced ancestors. This information paints a very clear picture of exactly who we are and where we are heading as a species. All of this is possible because of hereditary DNA transfer, combined with thousands of clay tablets filled with historic entries that have been treated either as mythology or the mutterings of primitive folk with nothing better to do.

So at the risk of becoming repetitive, let me remind you that to know where we are going, we need to know where we come from. To start our journey back in time, we need to retrace the steps of modern humans and use all the resources available, including knowledge and information from prehistoric scriptures that may have previously been dismissed as garbage. The Sumerian tablets have been a fascinating revelation and a source of mysterious knowledge. So little is known about prehistory, about the time before time, that when new dramatic evidence rises to the surface, it can sound so fantastical to us modern humans in the twenty-first century, that we refuse to accept it. We all talk about Greek and Roman mythology; we know their gods and we even know their designations: Venus, Pluto, Mercury, Isis, Thor, Apollo, and the all-powerful Zeus, just to remind you of a few. But were these just fairy-tale heroes from ancient times or were they really beings with superior powers? The Sumerian tablets tell us that these were real gods and not imaginary names for forces of nature. The names might have changed from civilization to civilization, but their influence has shaped all of humanity to date.

Just when I sat down to start writing this chapter, I had visitors who popped in on a Saturday afternoon. We relaxed with a chilled glass of wine by the pool and the subject of evolution and our ancestry came up. I asked my friends what they thought of evolution, and what they know about our ancient prehistory, and how and when we became human. Jana immediately expressed her understanding that we became human when we jumped out of the trees and started walking upright. Clearly not an opinion based on any levels of credible research, and yet, probably a very similar perception shared by many others who have had the misfortune of being brainwashed by the modern education system. Anton, on the other hand, was a bit more reserved and unsure of the answers, but he was sure that the evolutionist had got it right and that we evolved from some sort of apelike species over millions of years.

From these and numerous other discussions I’ve had over a period of fifteen years, it seems that there are still two main theories that captivate the minds of modern humans: the evolution path and the creation path. I have personally grappled with the conflict between the two for nearly two decades, only to discover that there is a third possibility! This one may possibly satisfy the fanatical beliefs of both sides, while opening their eyes to new realities that have emerged out of our ancient past.

While new discoveries and evidence are continually being presented, the finish line keeps moving. Every time some smart person postulates the latest unassailable argument supported by remarkable evidence, it just stimulates more debate and controversy that inevitably leads to more discoveries and more debate. It is truly a great journey of discovery that no person should lay claim to hastily. Scientists and anthropologists will continue to differ on this subject for years to come, but I do feel a convergence of the two doctrines is unavoidable. Just recently I heard a priest talk about how he would welcome any alien species as the miracle of God’s creation. He made a clear point of differing with previous religious dogma, which places man at the center of creation, god’s great masterpiece, and as the pinnacle of intelligence and master of the beasts.

It is impossible to argue against evolution as it has been presented to us over the past 150 years. We are surrounded by evidence everywhere that supports evolution in the animal world and in the plant world. This is not the challenge I am raising in this book. My struggle lies with the last few hundred thousand years on this planet that saw the emergence of humanity and the disappearance of the hominid creature who preceded us.

I need to quickly draw a link between the words humankind and humanity. I present that you cannot have humanity without humankind and, therefore, the two are inextricably linked, with subtle differences in our personal interpretation. So I purposely use the two interchangeably to illustrate this simple relationship. Evolution has played an important role in how the two have entwined as man has evolved. There are, however, some fascinating shortcomings in the Darwinian theory that have already been attacked endlessly by much smarter people than me.

It does seem that Darwin may not have had it all correct. Darwin actually borrowed much of his doctrine from many other scientists and brilliant people before him, sometimes seemingly distorting the theories to support his own. I trust that if he had lived today, he would most likely change his mind dramatically about his natural selection theory based on the new evidence available.

It was not actually Charles Darwin who first coined the phrase natural selection, when he published his controversial bible on evolution in 1859, called On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life. It was another biologist by the name of Patrick Matthew who in 1831 referred to the “natural process of selection.” He saw it as a more descriptive term than “the feedback idea,” which was used leading up to that point. Natural selection was described as “the properties which best permit particular individuals possessing them to survive and reproduce their own genetic variants, will increase from generation to generation, more in proportion than other individuals with less beneficial genetic structures.” In a nutshell, what this really means is “the survival of the fittest.” There was another concept that Darwin seems to have borrowed as well: the analogy of the branching tree of life, which was described by Alfred Russel Wallace in 1855.

One of the very strong points Darwin makes is that evolution does not happen in jumps. It took about 120 years for Fred Hoyle and Chandra Wickramasinghe to show that evolution does happen in jumps with the help of viruses and bacteria that arrive on Earth from space in a process called panspermia. These new arrivals from space constantly mutate, infect the cells of plants and creatures, and quite quickly cause dramatic changes in the DNA structure of the host.

To demonstrate this outlandish proposition very basically, I would like you to take your mind back to your school classroom wall. Picture the poster with the chronological stages of human evolution. The apelike creature on the left, the slightly taller apelike creature to its right with less hair, and a slightly taller and more upright apeman to its right with even less hair; eventually we end up with a handsome man on the extreme right representing modern humans, as the pinnacle of evolution. From ape to human, just like that. They show us these simplistic illustrations that leave children with preconceived ideas that this evolution thing is pretty well documented and understood. They do not tell the children that this is just one hypothesis of how we became human. There is a deafening silence from the anthropologists about what exactly happened in the gaps between the different stages of evolution. We would be wiser to teach our children the full truth instead of the sweetened half-truth. There are giant jumps of evolution between every creature on the evolution poster. How is that possible? What happened to the thousands of evolutionary steps between every stage? Or, did the creature on the left live for millions of years, when suddenly it gave birth to a creature that looked nothing like it? What could have sparked such a dramatic change? Clearly it was a genetically driven change, but what would have caused such a dramatic genetic deviation so quickly, when it was happy in its previous form for millennia?

At the end of the eighteenth century, James Hutton felt unhappy with the concept of gradual evolution when relating it to the geological activity on Earth and the principles of uniformity in geology. He stated that “the processes at work on and inside the Earth have been operating in the same general way throughout geological history. The overall environment has remained broadly the same for 500 million years, while life has changed dramatically from simple neurological beginnings, to highly complex present day forms. How could this measure of change come about in a broadly unchanging environment, if species were always optimised to their maximum extent?”

Since the unearthing of Lucy and Mrs. Ples, the Taung skull and the Turkana boy, which were all landmarks in the field of archaeology, thousands upon thousands of fossil skeletons of hominids and other human ancestors or relatives have been found. Just when we think we have a clear picture of how humans evolved, and a better understanding of the great apes that lived alongside them, we are faced with a new discovery that forces us to rethink some of the fundamentals. Just recently, two major discoveries shook our views quite dramatically. In September 2003, Ebu was unearthed in a cave on the Indonesian island of Flores. Standing at only about 1 meter tall, she is the smallest adult hominid known. It is estimated that Ebu lived from around 95,000 years ago until as recently as 13,000 years ago. This was the first time we actually realized that we were not alone on this planet until relatively recently, but shared it with people from another species! Ebu was not a simple Homo sapiens, she was apparently human.

Another discovery was made about the great ape family in Spain during 2005, near Barcelona. Salvador Maya-Sola and Miquel Crusafont unearthed a fossilized skull and partial skeleton of a great ape, Pierolapithecus catalaunicus. This great ape is thought to have lived in the Middle Miocene period 12–13.5 million years ago, when the great apes, which include gorillas, chimpanzees, and humans, split from the lesser apes like gibbons and siamangs. Although it is possible that this was the ancestor of the great apes, the major difference is that this great ape could not swing through the trees. I mention these examples of very recent discoveries to prove the simple point that the more we seem to think we know, the more surprises we receive to remind us that we know very little. We should keep an open mind at all times and realize that while we evolve as humans, our evolving genome forces us to ask more complex questions and discover even more staggering answers.

Let us now take a journey into our human past to realize how young and fragile our species is and how little time we have spent on this Earth. This is an important journey we need to take, to place the argument between creation and evolution squarely on the table. Armed with this knowledge, we will postulate a new combination of the two theories, which will offend neither those who believe that God made all life on Earth, nor the evolutionists who cling onto the Darwinian doctrine of natural selection. We will, however, need to stress the important differences between God and god. A little technicality with universal implications, which seems to have evaded the attention of humanity for millennia.



	AD 2004
	The modern Olympics return to Greece where it started in 1896, displaying the human struggle to hold onto peace, camaraderie, and fair competition.



	AD 1903
	Wilbur and Orville Wright make the first claim to have flown a heavier-than-air machine—the airplane.



	AD 1452
	Leonardo da Vinci is born to become the central and most influential figure of the Renaissance period.



	AD 570
	Muhammad was born in Mecca. Inspired by the Jewish and Christian monotheism, he went on to recite the Koran which was inspired by the angel Gabriel. This book united the Muslims under the principles of Islam and gave birth to the youngest of the world’s Abrahamic religions.



	Year 0
	This actual date is debatable: the birth of Christ, the start of the modern calendar. Jesus Christ introduced a revolutionary new philosophy of love and peace among humanity. This was a dramatic break from the Old Testament of the Bible, and he was seen as the messiah by some and a traitor by others. Jesus was probably the most influential and the most controversial human to have walked the Earth. His gospel inspired prophets, kings, and presidents, but it was also abused as a symbol of power by dictators and religious groups even before he was born, and this abuse is still continuing today. The debate goes on: Was he the son of God in the body of a man, or just a prophet who was pushed by the needs of the people of the day? Or maybe he was someone with special powers in a place and time when humanity needed a new direction and a message of hope.



	31 BC
	Foundation of the Roman Empire.



	776 BC
	First Olympic games are held in Greece.



	1200 BC
	Iron Age begins.



	1224 BC
	Death of Ramses the Great.



	2000 BC
	Abraham living in Canaan.



	2500 BC
	Stonehenge stone circle built.



	2570 BC
	The Great Pyramid of Giza is completed. (Speculative theory, not conclusively proven.)



	2900 BC
	First monetary system introduced: Mesopotamian shekel.



	3000 BC
	Bronze Age begins. Oldest artifacts depicting wheeled carts in Mesopotamia.



	3500–3700 BC
	Traditional date for the oldest cities known. Uruk in southern Mesopotamia—Modern Iraq and Tell Hamoukar further north.



	4000 BC
	More evidence of cities. Tell Brak in modern Syria shows evidence of administrative buildings and traders. A seal stamp from the fifth millennium BC has been found there.



	5000 BC
	Earliest known writing. Balkan-Danube Script, originating from Europe along the Danube river, not yet deciphered.



	6000 BC
	The plough is invented.



	8000 BC
	Mammoths go extinct on the Siberian mainland.



	9000 BC
	Colonization of the Americas.



	9600 BC
	The last ice age ends. The world enters a warmer period that still persists to date.



	10000 BC
	First domesticated crops. Evidence of the earliest villages and the oldest known pottery from the Jomon period of Japan. This period is also thought to have been when dogs were first domesticated.



	20,000 years ago
	The last ice age is at its peak.



	30,000 years ago
	
Homo neanderthalensis die out. They lived mostly in what is now Europe. It is important to note that modern Homo sapiens lived at the same time and probably side by side with them.



	35,000 years ago
	Cave paintings in Europe.



	40,000 years ago
	Traditional date for the origin of Material culture.



	50,000 years ago
	Colonization of Australia.



	75,000 years ago
	Clothing invented. The oldest beads were discovered in South Africa dating back 77,000 years, right to the middle of the Stone Age.



	90,000 years ago
	Modern humans start migrating out of Africa into Eurasia.



	120,000 years ago
	Widespread use of pigments like ochre in Africa.



	170,000 years ago
	Mitochondrial Eve. The first female ancestor of all living humans. This date varies from 150,000–250,000 based on various interpretations by scientists.



	170,000 years ago
	Adam is born. From the Y-chromosome passed down only through males, it has been calculated that Adam, the first man on Earth, was created at this time. This date also varies by the same margins as Eve. (It is curious to see that Adam and Eve seem to have been created at the same time—this will form a very convincing part of our story in later chapters.)



	200,000 years ago
	First anatomically modern humans make their appearance.


	From New Scientist 2004



It seems that there may be a clash in this time line—did other humans exist before Adam and Eve? This is also part of the puzzle that seems to corroborate our theories in later chapters.

This was the easy part of the journey back in time, because we really only covered the journey of one species: Homo sapiens and Homo sapiens sapiens, the more civilized version of the earlier. There is a very fine line between the two, and scholars are still at odds about where the one suddenly became the other—a slightly more streetwise version of its prior self. There was possibly a period during which the two relatives may have crossed over and lived side by side, and the clay tablets certainly give us enough evidence to take such suggestions seriously. This part of our archaic history has, however, been rewritten many times before and probably will be rewritten many times again, until we are presented with irrefutable evidence from some credible, unquestionable source. What we will take from this evidence is anyone’s guess, but it would have to be pretty convincing to draw mass appeal from a generally uninformed global populace. The funny thing is that such evidence has existed for thousands of years, without us taking any notice of it. It’s as if we emerged out of those prehistoric times as an ignorant species, and for some obscure reason forgot everything we had been through. Could this phenomenon have something to do with our shortened lifespan? A curious anomaly, which is way out of step with the many years our distant ancestors apparently lived? If that is the case, then why is it that we only live for an average of 70 years, while the biblical characters and others before them are shown to have lived for as long as 900 years and even more? The answers are all well documented in the enigmatic clay tablets that we will uncover in later chapters.

But for now, the next part of our journey back in time gets very interesting because we have to use our imagination and powers of visualization. That is what most anthropologists will want from you, as the evolutionary jumps between the fossilized hominids become very large. While evolutionists expect us to buy into the fantastic story of human evolution, in the same breath most scholars will also tell you that there are anything from 20 to 50 evolutionary steps between each identified genus or species. Unfortunately, we have had no proof or evidence of any of these in-between steps of evolution. What this really means is that we face a dilemma of many missing links, and not just the “missing link” that we often joke about. I know that we have all spotted a potential candidate for the missing link in our neighborhood, or a potential candidate for Homo neanderthalensis, but you can rest assured that you are mistaken. But then on the other hand, maybe not!

Let us go back to around 30,000 years ago. This is the time when Neanderthals apparently disappeared from Earth. The debate around Neanderthals has been raging since the first skeleton was discovered in 1857, just two years before Darwin published Origin of Species. It seems that Darwin simply ignored this momentous find as it did not really fit his model of evolution. Many theories have been postulated about this species, mostly depicted as wild savages who were much more primitive than humans. This seems a little arrogant and probably premature since we now know that the Neanderthal brain was on average 1,200–1,750 ml, which would make it approximately 100 ml larger than modern humans. If you consider that we only use 3%–10% of our brains, just think of what the Neanderthals would have been capable of today.

In 1999, the skeleton of a child was unearthed in Portugal. It was dated back to 25,000 years ago. It had very strange features that looked like it could be a hybrid between modern human and Neanderthal. This prompted scientists to extract small fragments of DNA from three different Neanderthal specimens, which showed that they were not closely related to any present-day human population. Neanderthal anatomy, on the other hand, is essentially human in scope, with the same number of bones as humans, which function in the same manner. There are, however, minor differences in thickness and strength. Based on some rigorous dental studies, it seems that Neanderthals may have had a greater longevity than modern humans, which may have also affected their anatomy.

The reason I am taking you on this little journey, which I trust will end before you get too bored, is purely to illustrate the complexity and contradictions that have been troubling this field of science for centuries. From these high levels of speculation and uncertainty, others like myself can take some respite that although I do not have a Ph.D. behind my name, I do understand the fields of gambling, speculation, and deduction.

A perfect example of anthropologic contradiction lies in that some evolutionists claim that Neanderthals were incapable of modern speech. They apparently lacked the ability to produce the full range of vowels because the flat, nonflexing bone at the base of their skull and larynx was positioned higher in the throat than in modern humans, or even chimpanzees. A computerized reconstruction of this part of their anatomy showed that the resonating chamber at the back of the mouth was all but eliminated. This obviously supported their argument and placed Neanderthals in a completely different league from humans. But a new reconstruction of the same anatomy showed it to be quite human. What brought Neanderthals even closer to us modern humans was a discovery of the most complete Neanderthal skeleton in 1983, which contained the first Neanderthal fossil hyoid bone. This bone is located in the throat and is integral to the formation of sound in speech: it is indistinguishable from that of modern humans.

To add to the intrigue of who these Neanderthal people really were, let me add some more startling discoveries. In 1996, a small flute made from the thigh bone of a cave bear was found in a cave in Slovenia. It had four precisely aligned holes punctured on one side of the four-inch-long bone, pointing irrefutably to evidence that strongly supports Neanderthal “humanness.” Furthermore, they made tools to make other complex tools, buried their dead, had controlled use of fire, practiced religious ceremonies, used complex syntax in their spoken grammar, and played musical instruments.

Some Neanderthal graves have stone tools, animal bones, and even flowers buried in the ground next to their remains. The corpse was not simply dropped into a hole in the Earth without preparation; it was prepared and buried in an unusual posture. This implies an awareness of the afterlife, demonstrates the existence of formal ritual, and is also an indication of strong social ties. This is also supported by evidence that Neanderthal individuals with severe crippling injuries were cared for. So? Were Neanderthals human and somehow related to us? Or were they just wild and primitive cavemen who deserved extinction? Maybe an explanation of our own humanity may shed some light on the possible answers a little later in this book.

Now that we have dealt with a possible human relative who lived on Earth and shared it with modern humans for around 200,000 years, let us travel further back and take a quick look at how the other hominid ancestors fit into the picture. Once again, the most recent knowledge is constantly under scrutiny and will most likely be modified as a result of new discoveries in years to come. But years after the first discovery of Australopithecus afarensis, scientists still do not rank them as ancestors to humans. In the areas of archaeology and anthropology, like in all the others of science, disagreement is widespread. So, the information below should be absorbed with a sense of speculation and uncertainty.

Just recently in the year 2000, scientists discovered a possible hominid that they call Orrorin tugenensis. It lived around 6 million years ago in Kenya and possessed clear features that indicate it walked upright. This was certainly an early entry for the two-legged race and some dare to say that it may be one of the many missing links. Certain features, like the teeth of Orrorin tugenensis, suggest this species could even be more closely related to Homo sapiens than the many Australopithecus species it predates. Like our molars, the molars of Orrorin tugenensis were small compared to any of the australopithecine teeth. Their teeth also had very thick enamel like ours.

Australopithecus afarensis lived from approximately 4–2.7 million years ago along the northern Rift Valley of east Africa, and possibly even earlier. They seem to be the root ancestors of all subsequent hominids who were reasonably adapted for upright walking. Some of the bones in their feet were slightly curved and looked like the bones you would expect to see in a human ancestor who climbed trees. Although they probably lived in flat savannah areas, Australopithecus afarensis was capable of climbing trees in times of danger, and it is possible that they slept in trees, like baboons do in areas where there are no caves for shelter. Australopithecus afarensis is classified as an ape, not a human: a hominid ape closely related to human beings but not necessarily an ancestor.

So, maybe my friend Jana was right after all. When the apes came down from the trees and started walking upright, we became human; the origin of bipedalism must be seen as the major step in human evolution. Walking around on their hind limbs, leaving their forelimbs free for other jobs, was an unusual mode of locomotion for mammals. Suddenly, many things associated with being human became possible, such as fine manipulation with the hands and carrying food back to base camp. This does not necessarily mean that 4 million years ago primitive hominids evolved upright walking to develop a food-sharing economy. This kind of behavior only arose several million years after the development of upright walking.

Australopithecus africanus, meaning “southern ape of Africa” was actually the first discovery of an early hominid in Africa. They lived 3–2 million years ago and probably stood around 4 feet 6 inches tall, which means they walked upright. Raymond Dart found the well-preserved skull of a child, the Taung baby, in South Africa in 1924 and set the world alight with speculation. Could this be the missing link? For quite a while this speculation did the rounds until it became quite clear that the concept of a missing link is far more complex than just one skull. This discovery led to an intense focus on Africa as the probable site of human origins and early development. However, Australopithecus africanus shows no signs of tool use or any kind of permanent living site. Their huge teeth and skulls with prominent dorsal crests and large jaw muscles show that they specialized in eating tough plant material. They must have been vegetarians, while our supposed ancestors evolved as omnivores with a taste for meat.

The next group of hominids lived around 2.2–1 million years ago. They were Australopithecus robustus. This seems to have been a more robust version of Australopithecus africanus that seems to have outlived its relative in southern Africa. Also referred to as Paranthropus robustus, or “robust near-man,” very few fossils of these hominids have been uncovered.

At this point we really kick in with humanity. Homo habilis is the earliest-known species of the genus Homo: the first human species. It existed from approximately 2.2–1.6 million years ago in east Africa. Only a few fossil remains have been unearthed so far, but they all exhibit a clear trend toward a larger brain size. Homo habilis brains were about 30% larger than those of Australopithecus africanus.

Next in line was Homo erectus who lived from approximately 2 million to around 400,000 years ago. Coming across this information was to me like finding the holy grail. As we will uncover later, it is around this time that the tampering with genetics first begins to pop its head out of the pages of prehistory. These dramatic tales will be looked at in great detail. Homo erectus had a large brain ranging from 900ml–1200 ml. This was a 50% increase in brain size over the older Homo habilis. The largest brain sizes of Homo erectus fall within the range of modern humans; although the brain is configured somewhat differently than our own, it nevertheless provides a crucial link to the origins of Homo sapiens and our very first direct relatives.

The following statement is the kind of scientific babble that truly demonstrates our need to make empty pronouncements, when there is actually not much to say. “The transition from Homo erectus to Homo sapiens, the earliest forms of our own species, occurred approximately 300,000 to 400,000 years ago.” Do yourself a favor and ask any paleoanthropologist to explain to you how exactly this transition occurred! Unfortunately there is no clear explanation for this process and they rely on some imaginary sequence of events and environmental conditions that would have sped up the evolutionary process. What seem to be missing are the many gradual steps from one form to the other. It is simply not feasible that the last female of the species woke up one morning and gave birth to a completely new species.

What is, however, very important and impressive is the fact that they found items such as wooden tools and weapons that give evidence of a hunting lifestyle among Homo sapiens. There is much speculation about a 300,000-yearold skull that was found near Petralona in northeastern Greece by Dr. Aris Poulianos in 1997. He claims that it is the most complete find of early Homo sapiens and believes that human civilization existed on Earth over one million years ago. He has produced a variety of tools and other implements that indicate these humans had the ability to communicate with speech. There is much more to be explored around this find, so for now I would like to return to what is historically documented in Sumerian tablets.

Once again I ask you to place this in your memory banks, as it will be used further as evidence of our birth as a slave species. A number of 130,000-yearold skulls have been found in southern and eastern Africa, once again giving us a link to the story of human creation. But we will discover that our creation was followed by 200,000 years of exploitation by a more evolved species who appeared on this planet out of nowhere. The rest of the chapters will slowly introduce us to these progenitors of the human race, expose the readers to the calculated steps that were taken to create the “primitive worker,” as they called it, and the years of enslavement that followed.

Why is it that we can trace slavery and the obsession with gold all the way back to the very beginning of human origins? Therein lies the terrible truth about the reasons for our existence, our ignorance, and our genetic origins. All of this information has been carefully handed down to us in cuneiform clay tablets from the earliest days of writing. These tablets will also explain our natural tendencies, why we look the way we do, and why we could have possibly experienced such rapid stages of mental evolution in the past few hundred years. Deep inside our genome, in between all the brutal and barbaric genes, there is a natural tendency for compassion, love and peace, which is encoded, but switched off. Sometimes it breaks through the clutter; as the genome evolves and allows us to move closer to a completely reconstructed DNA, we are one step closer to a perfect genome and total enlightenment on both the physical and spiritual fronts.



5

THE GENOME
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Human Software Program

BY THE TIME WE REACHED the year 2000, there were two terms in the global vocabulary that spread fear and confusion among people around the world: millennium bug and cloning. But hindsight is an exact science, and in hindsight it certainly seems that the first feared item was possibly a conspiracy by the global computer industry to rake in billions of dollars on the back of ignorant consumers. The millennium came and went with virtually no hiccups, yet the coffers of the IT sector swelled with unimaginable wealth. The other term, brandished about carelessly by the media and swashbuckling journalists trying their best to impress their readers with their knowledge of this new science, was genetic engineering. This was highly unfortunate as it was inevitably followed by another new buzz word: cloning. This was very sad, as those two words immediately conjured up gruesome images in the minds of the global population, of butcherlike scientists hacking and splicing human genes, while creating an endless number of humanoid monsters and other unimaginable creatures who would overpopulate the world. People were imagining horrific tales of human-animal clones and many other interspecies clones of unthinkable horror. There was talk of cloning extinct animals like the mammoth, saber-toothed tigers, and even some dinosaurs. This was, however, a typical sensationalistic response by the media in an attempt to attract readers and audiences. You see, if they were to report responsibly on the subject, keeping the facts as scientific and realistic as possible, they would not have had as large a response from the consumer, whose perception of science and progress is pretty much driven by Hollywood.

The lack of understanding of this exciting new field of science was suddenly thrust into the limelight of global politics and attracted the attention of religious groups worldwide. In a flash the world had a new evil to fight. Lengthy debates on cloning and genetic engineering erupted all over the world, causing one of the most controversial issues of the new millennium. The truth is that genetic engineering is the most exciting development in the history of humankind. As we develop this knowledge and refine our skills in this area, we will come ever so closer to dealing with most, if not all, disease in living creatures, but more importantly, we will come to understand our imperfect genome. This knowledge will help us in speeding up our evolutionary process by unlocking the junk genes that will most likely help speed up our spiritual evolution. What this really means is that we will not only be able to deal with our physical disorders and malfunctions, but also our mental and spiritual shortcomings. We can speed up the evolution toward a violence-free global community that strives for absolute physical and spiritual harmony. This is what excites me most about this new science of genetic engineering. Before we can elaborate on this subject, we need to dispel some myths and misconceptions you may have heard from your mechanic while he was changing your oil.

In short, genetic engineering deals with the study of our genome: splicing, duplicating, copying, replacing, and any form of manipulation involving genes in our DNA. There is so much interest in the actual activity of genes and what kind of effect they have on our bodies that there is very little time to dream up the creation of monsters. My assumption is that the most active area of genetic engineering is the study of genes for medical research and medical applications. After all, we are driven by the greed gene, and in a global capitalist economy genetic healing is where all the money and power of the future will be. It is now known that genetic engineering will most likely be able to treat any human disease imaginable. It follows that the world will soon be run by two major players: the media, telling us what to think; and genetics, allowing us to be what we want to be. But we first have to understand much more about this field of science before we can make such claims convincingly.

So what are genes? We talk about genes as if we see them on a daily basis. As if we all have a stash of genes somewhere in our bodies and we can reach in and grab a handful whenever we need to. Well, to a certain extent this is true, because every cell in our body (with the exception of a few) holds our genetic material in the nucleus of the cell. These are called eukaryotic cells and could also be put into the animal cell category, where the chromosomes are in the nucleus of the cells, surrounded by a nuclear membrane. The other kind of cells are called prokaryotic cells, but we are not dealing with those in this instance.

Our DNA performs the most complex activities imaginable, and yet the structure of the DNA molecule is so incredibly simple that it truly baffles the mind. I am extremely concerned to find that the majority of source material I used called DNA the “most complex molecule in our body.”

I strongly disagree. The simplicity with which the molecule is put together is another indication of the miracle of life and the absolute supreme intelligence of the creator God with a big “G,” or the Supreme Being, or whichever name makes you feel comfortable. I always imagine DNA as a very long line of Lego blocks made up of only three different colors. If we consider that DNA is a molecular structure that contains all the codes and information needed to build, control, and maintain a living organism, we once again stumble upon the subtle hint that we should live forever, because DNA should control and maintain a living organism. All the programs and codes that control our body are in this tiny molecule. The structure is actually so simple that it raises another question. Could the DNA be somehow extended to whatever length we want it to be? Since we only use 3% of our DNA at present, this suggestion may seem a little premature, but you never know what our future needs may be. I would like to suggest that once we have come to terms with our genetic material and unraveled the mystery behind its code, we will be able to sculpt future DNA molecules exactly as we need them. On the other hand, that may already be preprogrammed into the molecule itself, as part of its evolutionary function. In a sense, it’s like the metric system: all you do is add a zero, and you create a new unit of measure. See . . . that’s how simple it is. But let’s take a quick tour of the genome to demonstrate. For those with molecular science as a major, please skip this section.

Every cell in our body has a nucleus. In this nucleus lies a long double-stranded molecule shaped like a twisted ladder, called DNA: deoxyribonucleic acid. This ladder is broken up into 46 chromosomes that pair up into 23 pairs. One side of the chromosome is derived from the mother, the other side from the father. People born with Down’s syndrome have one extra chromosome, totaling 47 chromosomes, causing their unusual features and brain activity. Each side of the twisted DNA ladder chromosome is made up of only three components. A sugar known as deoxyribose, phosphate, and any one of four bases: adenine, thymine, guanine, or cytosine. They are represented by the letters A, T, G, and C. That is why scientists get very excited when they find traces of phosphate on Mars, which could indicate life possibly driven by DNA. The sugar and the phosphate bind together to form the two parallel sides of the DNA ladder and the bases join each other from each side to form the rungs of the ladder. But the bases making up the rungs of the DNA ladder can only join in a specific sequence. A joins with T, and G joins with C. It is this specific combination of A–T and G–C that contains the codes for life and all the complex functions that keep us going. A short stretch of this chromosome, with a unique sequence of A, T, G, C, is referred to as a gene. Because of the unique sequence of the bases, this gene is specifically coded to control a specific function in the body. This gene can also be identified and mapped because of its unique sequence of components. This is referred to as gene mapping. The largest human chromosome contains around 280 million DNA base pairs, and it is estimated that the entire human genome consists of about 3 billion base pairs. All this genetic material in the cells of a human is called the genome.

However, genes make up only a tiny fraction of the entire genome. This amazing discovery forms the central doctrine of my arguments in this book. Incredibly, our active genes only make up about 3% of the total DNA in our chromosomes. Why?

Between each gene there are long stretches of DNA that do not appear to code for anything. Why would such a complex molecule be created with only 3% functionality? Scientists refer to this as junk DNA because they have not discovered what secret messages it is hiding, if any. This clearly makes no sense according to the evolutionist theory. If the genome was evolving from a simple to a complex structure, these long sections of the DNA would not exist. It would make sense that a relatively small number of genes may have evolved over time, only to become obsolete, but the fact that 97% of our DNA seems to be inactive leaves many questions unanswered.

One of the obvious arguments for the state of our overextended genome is that it was genetically manipulated or tampered with during the early days of our existence as a species. Our genome could have been created or copied from an existing genome of another species, or even tampered with to allow only a small portion of it to function. If we are able to do this today, why could an equally advanced group of beings not have done this to us humans a long time ago? The ancient evidence from our prehistory spells out very clearly that this is actually what happened. We will cover the actual translations of clay tablets with reference to this in later chapters.

When it was decided to sequence the entire human genome, the junk DNA was included in the project just in case it might have as yet undiscovered significance. I predict that such functionality will be discovered as we evolve and discover more and more. The outcome of the Human Genome Project was that scientists managed to sequence and map our human genome. All three billion base pairs. The surprising thing is that 99.9% of the sequence is the same in every single human on Earth.

The Human Genome Project was started in 1990 with its objective to basically draw a map of the entire human genome and thereby gain a basic understanding of the entire genetic blueprint of a human being. From this map they could then start to identify unique sequences that indicate genes and their special functions. The progress on the Genome Project convinced researchers that the three billion base pairs of the human genome could be fully sequenced by 2003, two years ahead of the original schedule. This success, coupled with the growing sense of urgency and recognition of the value of DNA sequence information, led to a major acceleration in human genome sequencing in early 1999. The international consortium of public domain laboratories committed to produce a working draft of the whole genome in the year 2000, as an intermediate step in the program, while the complete and fully accurate referenced sequence would become available during 2003.

The international sequencing consortium was releasing new data continuously, as soon as it was available. By the end of 1999, over one billion bases of the working draft were in the public domain, and amazingly, the two billion base milestone was passed during March 2000. The first complete working draft was a major scientific milestone for humankind. This was achieved in June 2000 and the draft provided an overall outline of the genome. This became an extremely useful resource for biologists everywhere, for the very first time. But the draft was not a fully accurate sequence—work on it continues, and probably will for a long time to come as they discover hidden secrets in this seemingly simple molecule.

As is the case in all science and discovery, we are always taken by surprise when we least expect it. The genes of many forms of life have an additional surprising feature: they contain stretches of DNA, called exons, each of which codes for part of a protein; and introns, which are stretches of non-coding DNA. The relationship between the inactive introns and junk DNA is not understood. Genes consist of alternating introns and exons, and the programmed genetic codes are contained in several scattered exons rather than a continuous stretch of DNA. The largest part of the DNA consists of seemingly never-ending stretches of junk DNA. In humans, 97% of DNA consists of noncoding genes while in very simple creatures like fruit flies only 17% of the DNA contains noncoding genes. This is another possible indication of strange manipulation that must have occurred at some stage in our distant past, and it ties up perfectly with the 97% junk DNA discovery. The noncoding introns make no sense in the evolutionary scheme of things. It also means that yeast with only 4% noncoding genes and fruit flies with 17% noncoding genes are more evolved than humans within their own DNA structures. At the time of writing this book, the noncoding gene percentage in apes was not clearly established yet.

Bacteria have no introns, and biologists are uncertain whether early life-forms lacked introns, and whether they only evolved into our DNA relatively late when complex multicellular life arose. That might be so in primitive organisms, but the perplexing genetic code of humans leaves many questions unanswered. I think the scientists should revisit their theories and turn them around. They should familiarize themselves with the scriptures of the Sumerians, which clearly describe genetic manipulation in the process of creating the Adamu. This information will help them fill in some of the missing links in the great puzzle of human origins.

The arrangement of genes into introns and exons enables the encoded message in one gene to be read in more than one way. The process is called alternative splicing and has allowed scientists to code as many as 500 different messages from one small stretch of DNA. Alternative splicing is a recent discovery and biologists do not yet know how important it is in life. What it does point to very clearly, together with the knowledge that we only use 3% or less of our genome, is that we have a long way to go for our genome to become fully functional. It also shows how enormously complex the encoding for humanity can be, in only a few genes.

I raise the primary question once again. What will humans be capable of when the full potential of the genome is unlocked? Or . . . what capability was humanity deprived of when all this potential was unplugged at the point of our creation?

We have hardly stumbled upon this incredible discovery when the insatiable human greed gene pops out its ugly head. While the people of the world are squabbling over the ethics of genetic engineering, cloning, and other processes, which are mostly driven by emotional outbursts and very little understanding, greedy pharmaceutical giants are attempting to lay claim to and patent some of the newly discovered genes. Already they are seeing the future and the fact that if they can take ownership of some of our genes, they will control all medical procedures involving such genes in the future. It does not take a rocket scientist to see where this can lead. If you ever believed in a conspiracy to create a super-race of humans on Earth, hold onto your hat. This may just be the beginning. Once the control of gene therapy lands in the hands of the rich, this kind of science fiction fantasy will become an instant reality. This is what we should guard against as the human race. Stop worrying about the cloning and the monsters and the babies without parents, but rather worry about the exclusive control of the human genome by a handful of giant medical firms. As research and knowledge grow, money will be able to buy you everything. Height, hair, eye color, muscle tone, sexy features, health, and even eternal life. I suspect, however, that the eternal life gene will be the last one we shall conquer.

There does, however, seem to be a level of sanity and fairness in global legal circles. It seems that the patent applications by some of these giants have been overturned, as genes are regarded to be the intellectual property of all humans and cannot be exclusively owned by one group or individual. What was suggested is that companies can protect newly discovered medical procedures or drugs, which results in a desired treatment through genetic manipulation. This will protect their discoveries from exploitation for the normal fifteen- to twenty-year period, while they recover their research and development costs. This way all the people can benefit from progress without any socioeconomic discrimination.

During the past two decades, the first major breakthroughs in finding genes associated with hereditary diseases were announced. These included examples such as cystic fibrosis, hemophilia (A and B forms), muscular dystrophy, and Huntington’s disease. Each one of these is an example of an inherited disease caused by defects in a single gene. More recently, genes have been discovered that contribute to more complex diseases, notably cancers of the bowel, or of the breast. These are two examples of the many diseases in which other factors, both in other genes and in the environment, also affect the onset of the disease. Complex diseases such as cancer, heart disease, diabetes, and many psychiatric disorders all involve multiple genes, unlike some defects caused by single genes. Yet the multiple gene disorders are by far the most common conditions affecting human health. Until recently, their sheer complexity has limited progress in our understanding of these diseases. The access to the human genome sequence, with a complete catalog of all human genes, has opened the way to tackling all these conditions, to understand the underlying biology of each disease and speed up the development of new and better cures.

Sequencing the human genome is only a first step. Now we know that a single gene can produce more than one protein and that a different set of proteins is found in each type of cell in the body. The big challenge facing scientists is to map the human proteome. This map will unveil which proteins are made by which genes and which combination of proteins is at work in each type of cell. This process is a little more complex than just mapping the genome and will most likely take a lot longer than ten years. But it will transform our understanding of how genes build humans.

Since 1999, we have identified a huge number of genes and their activity. The speed of new discoveries in genetics has been astounding. Let us take a quick look at a short list of genes that have been identified and linked to specific activity. It will give you a glimpse at some of the crucial functions in our bodies, which we will be able to manipulate in time. Many genes have also been identified in plants and animals. As strange as it may seem, their relevance to human development can often be paramount. For example, identifying which genes make plants and insects resistant to radiation and many other characteristics that would be of benefit for human survival.

Genes in the following areas of activity have been identified:

asthma

cancers—including breast, lung, colon, and skin

Alzheimer’s

hearing

male fertility

radiation resistance—107 genes

Parkinson’s

human hereditary genes

fat and obesity

sleep-wake cycle

UV light resistance in plants

hair loss

pain

vision

embryonic development

emphysema

azoospermia

neurodegenerative disease

psoriasis

tumor suppression

epilepsy

juvenile diabetes

cell death clock—150 genes

learning disability

bipolar depression

heart attacks and coronary disease—over 200 genes, discovered by Finnish company Jurilab

This sample is just a drop in the ocean. Thousands more genes have been identified and by the time this book is released, there will be many more. There is so much more going on in this field of science that I cannot resist just outlining a few more examples:


	Scientists are working on a novel kind of DNA vaccine that could protect people against a wide variety of conditions, from snake bites to HIV, by directly triggering the production of antibodies.

	Biotechnologists in Massachusetts are taking animal genes that make growth-promoting proteins and putting them into oysters to make them mature faster and produce pearls sooner. The first oysters to undergo the treatment grew 2.5 times faster than ordinary oyster shells and also took less time to make bigger pearls. What this will do to the value of pearls is anyone’s guess at this point.

	In a study of identical and nonidentical twins, a medical team in London has shown that acne is 80% genetic. Environmental factors, such as eating the wrong foods or wearing greasy makeup, are relatively unimportant. They are close to identifying the genes that control the activity of acne, which will lead to more effective and cheaper acne treatment.

	Hans-Hinrich Kaatz and his colleagues at Jena University in Germany did an experiment that showed genes introduced into genetically modified plants jump between species into bacteria in the guts of the animals eating the plants. Could these kind of jumping genes have played a role in speeding up evolution by jumping from virus to host and altering the host’s genetic structure? This theory is presented very strongly by Fred Hoyle in his book Our Place in the Cosmos and we deal with it in more detail in chapter 6.

	Researchers in Cincinnati are discovering how small changes in a gene could influence a person’s tendency to abuse opiates, and distinguish between a person who is unlikely to abuse heroin or one predisposed to it. Discoveries like this will make it easier in the future to pinpoint and prevent addictions. Researchers have confirmed this finding and have found several new variants of the gene, one of which appears to protect against drug addiction.

	A group of genes called novel genes apparently undergo a change when a person starts to develop prostate cancer. This can be used as an early warning system. Now all they have to do is figure out what to do with this gene and they may reverse the process.

	Mutations in the FOXP2 gene on chromosome 7 have been found to cause specific language impairment. The gene seems to be necessary for the proper development of human speech and language.

	The 17 CREB genes play a vital part in the mechanism of learning and memory. If one of them is not working, no long-term memory can be formed. They are switched on in real time when the brain lays down a new memory. This means that the act of learning actually turns on these genes. It is a great argument for the evolution of genes and DNA, as it clearly displays a way in which nature works together with nurture. This is the kind of interaction between stimulus and response that may unlock the introns and junk genes under specific conditions, causing the release of previously unused genes, resulting in further evolution and activation of the genome.

	Vasopressin and oxytocin are hormones that stimulate bonding behavior. The vasopressin receptor gene lies on chromosome 12 in humans and is controlled by a promoter whose length varies between species. In rodents it seems to play a part in forming monogamous pairs, which means to fall in love, in human terms. Different promoter lengths have also been found among humans. This is possibly the reason why some people cannot hold down a normal relationship. It could also mean that the probability of divorce is as highly inheritable as is the possibility of a long and happy marriage.

	Now, here is some emerging evidence about that elusive violent gene I have been referring to. Research at the Institute of Psychiatry in London offers a fascinating hint of how antisocial behavior can be affected by an interaction between genes and environment. They examined a group of New Zealanders for evidence that an abusive childhood can induce antisocial behaviour; they found that indeed it can, but far more strongly in people of one genotype. Men who had been maltreated as children and had “low-active” genes for monoamine oxidase A on the X chromosome were much more likely to get into trouble with the law. They could be described as violent and display antisocial traits in a personality test. Those with “high-active” genes were broadly resistant to the effects of childhood maltreatment. The difference between the high-active and low-active genes lies once again in the promoter lengths. Long and short promoters produce low activity, intermediate promoters produce high activity.

	A gene called p53 defends you from disease and decay, but p53 also dictates how likely you are to get cancer and how fast you age. It is probably the most important molecule in the formation of cancer. Faults in the gene itself, or any of the activities it controls, are likely to be involved in the development of nearly all tumors. After 25 years of research, we are finally beginning to understand how p53 works, and how it either causes or prevents cancer.

	Howard Hughes Medical Institute researchers have identified a large number of new genes that control the formation of tiny, hairlike cilia that cover the surfaces of many organs in a wide variety of creatures. Cilia are also widely present in the human body, including the brain, nose, ears, eyes, lungs, kidneys, and sperm. These genes are important because cilia are critical for transport and as sensory structures, wherever they are located.



The purpose of presenting some of these basic examples is to demonstrate how far we have come in the field of genetics over the past twenty-five years. Things that would have been farfetched then are commonplace today. We have pushed the boundaries of knowledge way beyond what we thought would be possible. But as we learn, we realize how little we know. It’s as if every new page is just the introduction to a whole book. We must remind ourselves that even some of the new truths we have learned will be proven wrong with time. But the need for discovery and exploration is well encoded in our genome and only extinction will put a stop to it. So while we are discovering new scientific breakthroughs and celebrating its relevance to our species, we should also celebrate the uncovering of old truths from prehistory. The clues and the information were left behind for us by our ancient ancestors, in the hope that we may build on their experiences without having to learn much of their hard-earned knowledge all over again. We are a fragile species on a knife’s edge, precariously balancing between the rapid evolution toward the universal community of beings, or toward the destruction and extinction not only of humanity, but the entire planet. The road forward is pretty clear, but we must find a speedy solution to the millennia of propaganda, religious oppression, dogma, and fear that have been entrenched so deeply in humanity that it will take some kind of miracle from the real God to release those who are trapped by it.

Since 1977, when split genes were discovered, much has been written about why introns and junk DNA exist. There have been countless theories all taking a stab at this perplexing genetic phenomenon, some of which include: the relationship and relevance between introns and exons; various selection mechanisms; selected gene reproduction; adaptive genes with a “fitness” advantage; constructional selection and constructional advantage; the nature-nurture controversy; low and high pleiotropy; genotype-phenotype relationship; evolution of proteins; the effect of original “proto-genes”; critical and noncritical regions; selfish DNA; competition between DNA sequences; new genes evolving and being added to the genome; useful genes; exon shuffling; high and low modularity; folding genes and their effects; competition between exons; random intron insertion; and many more complex and even simple issues. Insane stuff isn’t it?

What strikes me is that seemingly all these philosophies have approached the subject from the perspective that introns and junk DNA are just a waste of space on the genome whose only possible function is that of their relevance of position. They may play a role in DNA division, but because all the introns are discarded by mRNA (messenger RNA) before it duplicates the split DNA strand, introns are actually perceived as an unnecessary waste of space, and a disposable by-product that just happens to be present in our genome. But since all human DNA is 99.9% identical, why is this wasted space still present in our DNA, and how could DNA have evolved into this form when evolution favors the dominant gene? Scientists should shake their own personal dogma about wisdom derived from archaeological discoveries and pay more serious attention to the idea that we may have been created some 200,000 years ago in the image of our maker. The makeup of our DNA has a great deal to do with that specific incident.

There does not have to be a conflict between evolution and creation, but most scientists are so blinded by the evolutionist doctrine that they bluntly refuse to take seriously the relatively new Sumerian translations of the creation of the Adamu. If we can just get our heads around this so-called incredible fairy tale from our distant past, we may just be able to tie up the various loose ends that don’t seem to add up. We all share the same genome with all this wasted space on it, and according to our chromosomal Adam and mitochondrial Eve, we have all had it since the point of creation. Let us not forget the very important words that many of us live by, that we were created “in the image of our maker.” If believe this, it must mean that much of our anatomy and character is inherited from our maker. These are critical clues, which lead me to reach only one logical conclusion. The genome was meant to be the length it is, which happens to be the same length of that of our maker, our genetic donor. The genes have, however, been tampered with, resulting in the removal or shutting down of most of them (97%), leaving behind an unintelligent, primitive, and subservient creature. However, many of the undesirable genes of this maker remained behind in the newly created DNA.

If this is the case, then we need to ask, “Who was our maker(s)? How evolved were they? How smart were they really? How much of their genome did they use compared to ours?” According to my theory, if they had the perfect complete genome, they certainly did not behave accordingly. They certainly created a big mess on this planet, leaving their offspring to survive and fend for themselves in the kindergarten of the universal community of beings. Is this the way we will behave when we start to colonize Mars?
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