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  ABOUT THIS BOOK




  This book contains photographs of an array of pickup trucks—vintage and modern, junkers and show trucks, hot rods and work trucks, standard and customized. But this is also a book about people and their personal identities, their relationships, their pasts as well as their presents. It is a book of stories and reflections.




  These pickup owners have relationships with their trucks. Mostly they are relationships of affection, but a few are ambivalent. For some they are working or recreational relationships, while for others they are relationships of admiration, memory, and preservation. For many they are relationships that reflect or help define their personal identities and even provide the means of self-expression. For some, they are a connection to a lost past or a marker of a specific stage in life.




  Pickups and their associated activities are often a family affair. Trucks also provide connections to a larger community of people, a way to make and maintain friendships, and even access to a community of knowledge. And for a few, their pickups are symbols of romantic or marriage relationships.




  This is a book about love—love not just of trucks but of people as well.




  I confess I didn’t quite suspect all of this when I started the project. I like trucks, and I knew that trucks mattered to my fellow Virginians. Little did I realize the many layers of meaning that would unravel.




  And, yes, all of these trucks are from Virginia, the state in which I live.




  The project began when Merle Good, one of my publishers, casually asked, “Why don’t you do a book about people and their pickup trucks?” I didn’t know if he was serious, but at the time I was preoccupied with a cycle of heavy photography and interview books about life-sentenced prisoners, victims of violent crime, and children whose parents were in prison. Several years later, though, I was ready for something lighter. It turned out that Merle was serious; when I proposed this book, Merle and Phyllis Good immediately scheduled it for publication—and I hadn’t started yet.




  I’m a bit of an introvert, so I had to screw up my courage to reach out to strangers with my odd request. Once I began, however, I could hardly stop seeking out trucks and owners, looking at their trucks, hearing their stories. Even though the book is finished, I’m still tempted to chase down interesting trucks. The trucks were fascinating, but so were the people and their stories and reflections. It has been a privilege to have an excuse to meet and listen to the people in this book.




  As my friend, Mark Metzler Sawin, reflects in the closing essay, in American culture our vehicles often say something about who we are. They provide keys to identity, serve as repositories of memories, and often function as forms of self-expression. For me, there was my first car—a two-tone 1955 Chevy V8. I patched the rust spots, worked on the mechanics, dated my first real girlfriend with it, and proudly took it cruising around Bower’s Drive-In, the happening place for teenagers in Goshen, Indiana, in the late ’50s and early ’60s. The VW bug that my wife and I drove when we were married in the 1960s also carries many memories.




  But pickup trucks seem to have a special place in our hearts, and that isn’t true only for men. Debbie Snyder, who probably sells more pickups than any other dealer in our area, says that women are at least as attached to their trucks as men—and maybe more. My wife, Ruby, loved the rusty Toyota pickup that she used for her garden design business and mourned when we had to part with it.




  Although some professions obviously require pickups, attachment to trucks doesn’t necessarily follow professional lines. I did not identify all the truck owners’ professions, but they include doctors, farmers, lawyers, contractors, airline pilots, musicians, and more.




  This selection of people and stories is not a scientific sample and so is not fully representative of the trucks found in Virginia. There are more older trucks in this book than very new ones, for example; new trucks don’t carry the stories and depth of relationship that older ones do.




  I went looking for interesting trucks, trucks with interesting stories, and people who were passionate about their trucks. I asked around, following leads that people gave me. I contacted car and truck clubs, attended cruise-ins and vintage vehicle shows. I “stalked” interesting trucks, following them until I got a chance to talk with their owners or to put a card about the project on their windshields. (I cherish an image of my friend, Mark, wildly trying to flag down a woman driving a big black truck with pink trim. She waved dubiously at this happy but suspicious man and drove on.) Generous people such as Patty and Bob Metcalfe and “Doc” Art Carter took it upon themselves to organize visits for me with pickup owners in their communities.
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