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Introduction



According to Webster, antique as a noun is an object made in a bygone period, as an adjective, belonging to antiquity or old fashioned, and as a verb, to finish or refinish in an antique style. But in the last decade or so, a new meaning has evolved. As a verb, it also means to go in search of one of those bygone period treasures.


Whether you’re scouting for the right piece for a particular spot in your home or just looking, antiquing can be a rewarding and relaxing hobby. Walking into the antique shop or mall, you step into days gone by, a simpler time when life didn’t move so fast. Run your fingers over the fine woods, enjoy the craftsmanship of hand carving. You may have only an hour, the whole day, or a weekend, but an antiquing trip can be soothing, a peaceful journey. After a walk through the relics, the muscles across your shoulders won’t be so tight. Whatever you do, ladies, don’t carry a big purse.


Now I do have to say that coming across an item just like one you had as a child might make you feel like a “walking antique,” and that can be a little depressing, but it’s all relative. At one mall Ron and I visited, I followed him in by a few minutes. It always takes me a little longer to “gather” myself, but I don’t dawdle. Anyway, I passed two boys age eight or nine coming out examining their newly purchased Hot Wheels cars and overheard one telling the other, “Hey, that’s a great buy. Yours is really old! Look it’s a ninety model.” The second responded, “Yeah. Cool. It’s older than me!”


Once you start, antiquing can be like a virus with no age or gender discrimination. During our “research,” we’ve noted all types of shoppers: male and female, singles, couples and small groups, children, and senior citizens. All it costs is time and gas, unless of course you do find something you just can’t live without.


Antiquing is a good excuse to get together for lunch, especially if you’re always trying to think of somewhere different to eat. Ever have that problem? Many malls have wonderful tearooms. We’ve noted several that were enchanting.


Part of the appeal of antiques, past their obvious survival of decades, even centuries, is their uniqueness. How many exactly like the treasure you’ve found might have stood the test of time? Chances are slim to none your neighbor or friend will turn up with an identical piece even if they’re avid antiquers. Most of the time, you would be safe to say it’s a one-of-a-kind, and who doesn’t enjoy owning and displaying with pride something no one else has or can get?


In our guide, we’ve rated the places we visited with one to four stars denoting quality and quantity, with atmosphere, displays, and layout considered. You might notice we didn’t pass out the highest rating very often. However, even a one star shop could have that exact piece you’re hunting for, so it’s hard to eliminate going anywhere. Moneywise, we gave one to four dollar signs to indicate not only if prices are high or low, but to give you an idea of the type of antiques. There’s such a broad range. A dealer that has four dollar signs might carry fine antiques that aren’t overpriced, just high dollar and worth every cent, or if the antiques are average, the rating could let you know they may be a little overpriced.


Happy antiquing!
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Section I


Northeast Quadrant



Bailey






	Bailey Junction Refinishing & Antiques


	* / $-$$







	200 North Main (Hwy 78)


	No set hours, just catch







	(903) 583-4804


	as catch can, or call ahead








In this little town just northeast of Leonard on Highway 78, you’ll find a lot of Americana and some really nice English furniture pieces offered by James and Mary Simmons, certainly more than you would expect. A lot of them come from the area, and James said he’s always getting more. He specializes in refinishing. Many of the pieces he had there were those he had taken in to work on. When we were there, you could count the few collectibles on both hands. Don’t make a special trip, but you may want to stop if you’re close by.



Bells
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	Polly Pauline’s Red Rose Antique Mall


	*½ / $







	Hwy 69 North @ Hwy 82


	Mon.-Fri. 10-5:30







	(903) 965-7325


	Sat. 9-5







	 


	Closed Sun.








Twelve miles out of Sherman, Polly Smith runs this little country mall. She has a few pieces of Primitive furniture and lots of collectibles, so many there’s bound to be a treasure or two hiding there. I wouldn’t make a special trip, but if you’re going by, it’s worth a visit. Stop before you get there, no public restrooms available here.



Bonham
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	Betty’s Antiques


	** / $-$$







	1007 North Center


	Most all days 10-5







	(903) 583-0948


	 








Betty’s was closed when we went by on a Saturday morning, but we were able to peek in the windows and even see some prices which we thought were pretty reasonable. She had mostly English and Primitive furniture with some collectibles and some newer items as well.


 






	Bonham Trade Days


	** / $-$$







	Highways 121 & 56 @ Fort Inglish Park


	Thurs.-Sun. About 8-5







	(903) 583-4811 (Chamber of Commerce)


	Hours may vary—







	 


	see note below








This Trade Day flea market is put on by the Kiwanis Club on the weekend before the Second Monday of each month, always following Canton’s First Monday weekend. We were there in March, and there were no antique dealers set up. There were some adorable puppies, goats, and rabbits, but Ron wouldn’t let me have one. I’m such a sucker for baby animals.


They also had lots of country collectibles; you know, cast iron skillets, quilts, etc. And I did see some old schoolhouse desks. Considering the clean grounds, restrooms, and free parking, Ron and I would go again if we happened to be in the area, but we wouldn’t make a special trip. Special note true of every flea market: vendors vary hours and will usually be open for business as long as there’s traffic.


 






	Casey Jones Antique Mall


	** / $$-$$$







	325 North Main Street


	Tues.-Sat. 10-5







	(903) 583-4245


	Closed Sun. & Mon.








Proprietress Linda Jones used the charm of this old downtown building with its interior brick walls to create a fun little mall. The booths and aisles were spacious and items well displayed in each. Ron found a barber shop cabinet to be very interesting. One dealer’s specialty was hammered aluminum, and I always enjoy the clocks.


 






	Ragan’s General Store


	* / NR







	921 North Center


	By appt. only







	(903) 583-4933


	 








Ron and I went by two different days and found it closed. There’s a sign that advertises antiques, but no hours or phone. The yard’s full of old claw foot tubs, signs, and yard bells. Too bad, it looked like a fun place to browse though you’d probably have to step over some junk. When asking around, we learned there were some extenuating circumstances. Maybe things will be better when you’re in Bonham if you want to check it out.


 






	Vaught’s Antiques & Refinishing


	** / $-$$







	101 South Center (Hwy 78)


	By Chance







	(903) 583-5691 home (903) 583-8053


	or by Appointment








This shop was chock-full of country antiques, some real neat collectibles including meat grinders, well pulleys, and cast iron kitchen pieces, and English and Primitive furniture. Owner Mike Vaught also offers refinishing services.



Carrollton
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	Finishing Touch Antiques, The


	** / $$







	1109 Broadway (on the square)


	Mon.-Tri. 10-5







	(972) 446-3038


	Sat. 10-5:30, Sun. 1-5








We found English, French, and Primitive in this fun mall. A soothing clicky-click, ticktock keeps you in step through a booth full of wonderful old clocks. There are thirty separate “shops” (or booths) full of unusual items. Though there’s some furniture, Ron wished they had a little more. The traditional up-one-aisle-down-the-other layout is missing here. Instead, small, individual, well-decorated rooms invite wandering.


Melissa, our daughter-in-love, who came along on the antiquing excursion, adored all the beautiful candles and the antique jewelry. Her husband, our second son Greg, chose some Wild West spurs and an old.44 pistol to be listed for the most unique piece. Ron liked an American Wringer Company wash tub with wringer patented in 1888. He said he remembers that his grandmother, who owned a furniture store in her younger days, had two just like it.


The dealers bring in about ten percent new gift items.


 






	Pleasures Past & Company


	*½ / $$







	1105 South Broadway


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5







	(972) 242-8933


	Closed Sun.








It’s a shame we’re not reviewing a different type of place, because Jo Landrum would get more stars. Hers is a lovely gift shop with lots of greenery and rose colored silks—just not a whole lot of antiques. She did have a cool collection of dolls.



Collinsville
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	Antique Sampler Keeping Room


	* / $$-$$$







	108 Hughes


	Wed.-Sat.







	(903) 429-8045


	(No set hours - Catch as Catch can)







	 


	Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.








This little shop is a second location for Connie Sonner and Retha Smith. Besides running a larger establishment in Oklahoma, they go to a lot of antique shows. Needing a place to store their pieces when they’re not on the road, they opened the “Keeping Room.” Get it? If you do catch them open, you’ll find only Primitives, at least that’s all they had when we were there.


 






	Collector’s Market Antiques


	*½ / $$







	104 Hughes Street


	Tues.-Sun. 10-5







	(903) 429-6056


	Closed Monday








These collectors have brought English, Oriental, and Primitive furniture to their mall. For those looking for linens—tablecloths, doilies, embroidered hand towels and the like—or for vintage clothes, hats, and shoes, you may want to drive the distance. However, a lot of the offerings here I would call “used” rather than “antique.”



Commerce
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	Barb’s Country Cupboard


	*½ / $-$$







	1224 Main Street (on the square)


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5







	(903) 886-4764


	Closed Sun.








Barb’s had more crafts and used furniture than antiques. Not a lot of furniture, a couple of rockers, dressers, and tables, but she carried a fair number of collectibles including glass, toys, plates, wall pictures, china, bottles, jewelry, and books. One case had an impressive stamp collection and another housed militaria with WWI and II memorabilia, insignia awards, helmets, and field gear.


For a unique piece, I found a McCormick-Deering ball bearing cream separator in mint condition with all the original paperwork including a letter to the purchaser dated March, 1941.


 






	Selections Antiques


	*½ / $-$$







	1213A Alamo Street (on the square)


	Wed.-Fri. afternoons







	(903) 886-6691


	or by appt.








Collectibles in abundance including crystal, ceramic, and wall pictures, but we didn’t see any furniture when we were there. It’s a small shop.



Cumby






	D&T Antiques & Gifts


	** / $-$$







	212 Interstate 30


	Wed.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-4







	(903) 994-2831


	Closed Sun.-Tues.








We whipped off the highway at Exit 110 / Texas Highway 275 to Cumby when we saw antiques advertised and were pleasantly surprised with the little country shop. They have stocked a wide range of English, French, and Primitive pieces. In fact, more furniture than knickknacks. Collectibles included china, glass, pottery, figurines, dishes, and books. She had some lovely curved stained glass windows that would be a great find for someone to incorporate into their building plans. She told us the property’s for sale, hope the shop’s still there when you get by. They’re not expecting anything to happen fast.



Dallas, Northeast
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	Age Antiques & Collectibles


	** / $-$$







	8930 Garland Road


	Mon.-Fri. 9-6







	(214) 327-2780


	Sat. 10-6







	fax (214) 327-5226


	Closed Sun.








With English, French, and Primitive styles, owners Alvin and Barbara Gumpert have achieved a good mix of furniture and collectibles which include china, glass, ceramics, and more. Stained glass and lamps as accessories complete the homey atmosphere of this small shop.


 






	Antiques, Antiques


	**** / $$$-$$$$







	5100 Beltline Road, Suite 218


	Daily, 10-7







	(in Village on the Parkway)
(972) 239-6124
Fax (972) 239-5831


	 








A certified appraiser herself, proprietor Barbara Adelglass has attracted a group of knowledgeable and professional dealers who bring nothing but bona fide antiques into this elegant mall. You won’t find any garage sale collectibles here which is actually a little refreshing. Imagine, an antique mall that sells only antiques—what a novel idea.


Their advertisements tout quality, and they certainly deliver. It seems we saw every type and style imaginable with the exception of Primitives in the well-displayed pieces. The fine art and silver stood out, but as Ron put it, “There are so many gorgeous, unique pieces, there’s no way to mention any one specifically.” Forty-five hundred square feet isn’t really that big, but you might spend a good hour just enjoying the beauty and craftsmanship of their merchandise.


Though the ambiance, and I’m talking mostly about the walls themselves, could use some improvement, Antiques, Antiques earned four stars in our opinion for their self-imposed limitation of antiques only, the quality of same, and their beautiful displays. And in all fairness, they had just moved into this new location, so perhaps time prohibited wall treatments, and additional improvements are planned.


If you’re a true-blue antiquer, we believe you owe yourself a visit here. When you get to Beltline Road and Dallas Parkway, The Village on the Parkway will be on the southeast corner. Go all the way to the very back and look for the red awnings.


 






	Antique Show, The


	**½ / $$







	11722 Marsh Lane, Suite 353


	Mon.-Sat. 10-6







	(214) 350-7929


	Sun. 1-5








This fun mall is housed in an old movie theatre. Notice how they painted a stone path on the carpet. Some people are so clever.


They have a great mix of English and Primitive furniture and collectibles such as glass, dolls, jewelry and quilts. One dealer dedicated his booth to sports memorabilia. See, I’m assuming since it’s sports, it’s a guy. Is that politically correct? Do I care?


 






	Curiosity Corner


	**½ / $-$$







	8920 Garland Road


	Mon.-Sat. 10-6







	(214) 320-1752


	Sun. 12-5







	www.curiositycorner.com/antiques/


	 








There’s a good mix of English and French furniture and collectibles here. Books, jewelry, china, glass and pottery, quilts and linens are just a sampling of the smaller items offered. A nice selection of prints are also available.


 






	Englishman’s, The


	*** / $$-$$$







	14655 Midway Road


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5:30







	(972) 386-5996


	Sun. 12-5








At this new location, The Englishman’s is already heavy on furniture with new shipments arriving monthly. They offer mostly English period pieces (get it? Englishman—Duh huh huh) though that’s not all. You will find some special reproduction pieces handmade in England with antique woods. By saying that they have so much furniture in no way means they have no accessories. The ones we saw were exceptional including their blue and white willow, flow blue, and Staffordshire figurine collections touted as Texas’ largest. In this new twenty thousand square feet location since March ’99, The Englishman has created a lovely home for his antiques. Well, until they go to live with you that is.


At press time, his old location at 15304 Midway is also still open the same hours, except closed on Sundays. The phone number there is (972) 980-0107. All the more to look at, my dears.


 






	Forestwood Antique Mall


	*** / $$-$$$







	5333 Forest Lane at Dallas Parkway


	Mon.-Sat. 10-7







	(972) 661-0001


	Sun. 12-6







	fax (972) 661-0477


	 








Coffee and cookies welcomed us to this wonderful collection of antiques, a near perfect mix of furniture and accessories housed in their forty thousand square feet. In this north Dallas location since 1994, Forestwood has offered a tasteful and pleasant environment for dealers to display their finds.


From armoires, chests, and buffets to clocks and mirrors, you’ll find English, French, Oriental (several beautiful screens), and Primitive. They advertise that beds are their specialty, and they come through for shoppers with a great selection. And, if your choice dictates a little more cuddling than you’re into or if your long-legged husband’s feet hang off the end, the folks here can extend the head and foot boards to accommodate a queen size mattress. You’ll also find a wide range of art at this carpeted mall, original oils, rust, and rustic art alike to adorn your walls.


For most unique piece, Ron found a turn of the century oak French vitrine with exquisite workmanship. He noted the piece’s intricate hand carving, and its semi-opaque cut glass panel was exceptional. A pair of green, blown glass vases from the 1890s caught my eye. Go figure. The artisan who decorated them used a creamy white enamel for the cherubim which face each other when used together.


 






	Market, The


	**½ / $$$-$$$$







	432 NorthPark Center


	Mon.-Sat. 9:30-9







	(214) 369-7161


	Sun. 12-6








This shop provides a lovely shopping experience with soft music and exotic fragrances as you pass from one room-like display to the next. Owners J. T. Campbell and Tom Duke specialize in English and French Country pieces, and many are exceptional. Beautiful oils and prints hang on every wall, some old and some new, and many collectibles are scattered about. Watch out for reproductions if you’re after the bona fide antique.


We guessed approximately sixty percent of their merchandise is in new gift and home decorating items. They have four other Metroplex locations including their warehouse in the Design District which is also open to the public.


 






	Tic Toc Clock Shop


	** / $$







	8928 Garland Road


	Mon.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-3







	(214) 321-9331


	Closed Sun.








Proprietress Shelley Rogers only carries clocks, as you might guess by the name. About seventy percent of her merchandise is new and the rest is antiques. She offers quite a variety of grandfather, wall, mantel, and cuckoo antique styles, and each comes with a one-year repair guarantee. So if you’re shopping for a handsome way to tell time, go see Shelley.


 






	Unlimitted, LTD


	***½ / $$-$$$







	15201 Midway Road


	Daily 10-6







	(one block north of Beltline)
(972) 490-4085 fax (972) 490-0579
www.unlimited-ltd.com


	 








Here’s another you-gotta-go. The approximately one hundred and seventy-five dealers represented display a wonderful selection and provide a pleasant browsing atmosphere. Their collection of English, French, Oriental, and Primitive furniture is well balanced with accessories and collectibles offered. I loved the variety of lamps, and it’s funny, the many unusual styles light the booths so elegantly, they’re easy to miss. If you’re not paying attention, you might notice the soft illumination and not the lamps themselves.


For most unique piece, Ron found a Swiss-made Stella Grand music box with a mahogany case he claims anyone would love. He also noted an exceptional booth of Oriental pieces including a bronze statue overlaid in silver of an archer. I enjoyed a cookie jar collection.


In the same location for nine years, this mall is fully carpeted and houses a lovely Garden Tearoom on the right wall where you’ll also locate the restrooms. If parking in front is full, as it was when we visited, you can pull around back for additional parking and enter through the back door.


 






	Windsor Antiques


	*** / $$-$$$







	6126 Luther Lane


	Mon.-Sat. 10-6







	(214) 750-8787 fax (214) 750-7716


	Sun. 1-5








A lovely mall with stained glass, art and prints, clocks, books, and mirrors among the huge selection. There are two spaces packed full with white linens, white ladies and girls gowns, and white lace. They both looked so clean and had just about anything you might be looking for in that category. Another space had a variety of guns, pistols, and rifles. The Old West was the theme of one nearby space with saddles, chaps, tack, boots, and vests.


For a unique piece mounted in a glass case, we found an old large bore Maharaja of Jaipur flintlock blunderbuss, circa 1800. The mall also offers custom framing and art.



Denison
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	Antique Showroom, The


	**½ / $-$$







	419-421 West Main Street


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5:30







	(903) 465-2253 fax (903) 465-2241


	Closed Sunday







	e-mail antiqueshwrm@texoma.net


	 








Candus Vickery and Robert Dickson have an interesting shop in downtown Denison. I especially liked the #3 Premier Computing Scale manufactured by the Standard Computing Scale Company, circa 1930. I’d never seen one in as good condition. Caryl wondered what kids today would do with such a computer.


When we were there, the place was packed with mostly English furniture, collectibles, and a few new gift items. Caryl noted the wide selection of mirrors, but thought one of the most fun things she’s seen yet was an old metal hopper used for contest drawings. It still had the losers’ names and addresses rolled up in little cylinders from its last drawing in Paduka. If it were hers, Caryl is the kind of girl who would call the little town and see if anyone could remember what the drawing was all about. Candus said they had thought about it and just never gotten around to following through.


 






	Blue Moon Antique Mall


	** / $-$$







	410 West Main


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5







	(903) 463-7505


	Sun. 1-5








This is a fun mall for me since I was born in 1950, and I guess Ron, too, but he was born in ’49. The reason I say this is because there’s so much ’50s memorabilia here. Though there are some pieces of English and Primitive furniture, mostly you’ll find collectibles. Gary and Becky Sewell own and operate Blue Moon.


 






	Carol’s Caning, Wicker Repair & Antiques


	* / NR







	117 North Burnett


	Tues.-Fri. 10-5







	(903) 465-4457 or
call (903) 463-5958 for appt.








Well, Carol’s was closed when we were by on a Saturday. We peeked in the window to rate it, but couldn’t see any prices. You never know why a little shop isn’t open, could be a death in the family, but we hate just to leave them out, especially since she offers wicker repair and we had her phone number. We saw lots of cane bottom chairs and wicker pieces, like an old baby carriage. And she carried a few “regular” pieces as well as some collectible items.


 






	Hart Place Mall


	** / $-$$







	500 West Main


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5:30







	(903) 463-1230


	Sun. 1-5








David and Nanita Hart have a nice mixture of furniture and collectibles. The shop is well laid out, easy to browse and see everything. They carry English, a little French, and Primitive pieces, though we all need to keep in mind that can always change according to what the dealer finds along the way. That’s the true joy of antiquing, don’t you think?


I also wanted to mention the extensive collection of Dr Pepper and Coca-Cola memorabilia.


 






	Katy Antique Station


	** / $-$$







	104 East Main


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5:30







	(903) 465-7352


	Sun. 1-5:30








So far as styles go, Katy Station just about has ’em all, English, French, Oriental, American, and Primitive. The wonderful old building not only houses the Red River Railroad Museum, but also carries a big selection of railroad memorabilia. Enough booths had the old-timey school desks to make them worth a special mention. It’s a fun mall to visit and a must for railroad buffs.


 






	Kindred Hearts Mall


	**½ / $-$$







	406 West Main


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5







	(903) 465-8073


	Sun. 1-5








With sixty percent furniture to collectibles, this mall has English, a little French, and Primitives. We didn’t see any new items here. Ron found a neat old gravity flow gas pump that had been “Harley’ed” like the fridges we saw in West, Texas. You know, painted black except for orange and yellow flames on the bottom with a Harley decal? Anyway, even though my sweetheart isn’t a hog, he thought it was cool.


 






	Miss Ellie’s Upholstery & Antiques


	*½ / NR







	112 North Burnett


	Mon.-Fri. 8-5







	(903) 465-3292


	Closed Sat. & Sun.








Well, Ron and I missed Miss Ellie, but we peeked in the window of her shop. Though we couldn’t see any prices to speak of, she had some beautiful upholstered pieces. The furniture filled most of the shop, and a few collectibles made for sweet decoration. I’d bet a dime to a doughnut (that old cliche needs to be updated a dollar to a doughnut, huh?) she offers upholstery should you be in need and are close enough to Denison. If you go by around lunch and she’s closed, don’t give up. She just closes occasionally to run get a bite.


 






	Ralph & Company Antiques, Etc.


	*½ / $







	1028 West Main


	Mon., Wed.-Sat. 10-5, Sun. 1-5







	(903) 464-9406


	Closed Tues.








This small shop is a lot of little dead-end rooms with some Early American, and a few English pieces. They had “Boomer” memorabilia out the kazoo and a fair selection in the collectibles department.


 






	Riffel’s Books & Antiques


	** / $-$$







	720 West Main


	Tues.-Sat. 10-5







	(903) 465-7703


	Closed Sun. & Mon.








Hundreds of both old and modern books filled this specialty shop, but they left room for a few pieces of furniture and collectibles. Besides several first editions, children’s illustrations are offered. We both thought matching gray and rose velour Deco chairs and ottoman were in excellent condition and way too cool. Too bad we didn’t have a place and that they weren’t green. We gave them two stars for what they are and advertise even though there’s not an abundance of antiques.


 






	Wright Furniture & Antiques


	*½ / $-$$







	1030 West Main (West door only)


	Tues.-Fri. 7-5







	(903) 465-9392


	Sat. 8-1








Dick Wright and Stephanie Fitzsimmons have put together about a sixty to forty ratio antiques to used furniture and 85 to 15 percent furniture to collectibles. Most of their antique pieces are English and American. I found a little horse like I had in my extensive horse collection when I was nine or ten, and we (I had a mouse in my pocket because it sure wasn’t Ron as a part of the “we”) picked up a green bowl we couldn’t live without. Har Har.



Farmers Branch
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	Eddie Parker’s Atrium Antiques


	***½ / $$-$$$







	3404 Beltline Road


	Mon.-Sat. 9-7







	(972) 243-2406


	Sun. 11-6








A wonderful selection awaits at this stop. With 80 percent furniture to collectibles, you’ll find English, French, Oriental, Primitive, American, and more. If you’re looking for screens or stained glass, the Atrium is a must. I loved all the animals made from wood, leather, and brass and noticed several throne chairs. Plus, there were lots of beds and books.


Our son Greg and his wife, Melissa, went with us on this Saturday trip, and he thought all the bars were cool. As a matter of fact, they had one Ron chose for the most unique item in the place, though an old gold scale held his attention for a good long while. But we all thought the bar was really to die for. I found a beautiful French birdcage fascinating.


There’s also a restaurant there open for lunch Tuesday through Saturday, 11-3.


 






	Grandmother’s Treasures


	*½ / $







	2740 Valwood Parkway Suite 147


	Mon.-Sat. 10-6







	(972) 488-2313


	Sun. 1-5








Cathrine Abercrombe runs this mall which didn’t have a lot of furniture, but certainly some nice pieces. Collectibles comprise the bulk of the inventory and included, among others, cookie jars, movie posters, dolls, and toys. Seemed like a place children would enjoy, except watch ’em close. A sign posted reads “Ten percent off everything your child breaks.” I thought that was a clever idea. Wonder if you get the discount if you break it?



Garland
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	Alston’s Old Home Place


	** / $-$$







	212 North Seventh Street


	Thurs.-Sat. 10-6







	(972) 272-3970


	Closed Sun.-Wed.








With a wide range of cookie jars, glass, china, ceramics, toy trucks, advertising signs, and prints, the Old Home Place has plenty of collectibles to look over. Architectural offerings, old doors and wrought iron are also available. Most of the furniture was English or Primitive.


 






	Gathering Place, The


	*½ / $-$$







	627 West Main Street


	Mon.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 9-5







	(972) 487-6889


	Closed Sun.








English was the only style furniture when we visited Mary Smith’s small shop. From what we could tell, china and ceramics were about the only antique collectibles scattered in with merchandise we’d classify as garage sale. There were very few really old pieces here.


 






	Nostalgia Craft & Antique Mall


	*½ / $-$$







	971 West Centerville Road


	Mon.-Fri. 10-6







	(972) 613-6622


	Sat. 10-8, Sun. 12-5








There’s not an overabundance of furniture, though they did have a few English and Primitive pieces. There were a lot of crafts, reproductions, and new gift items which should be familiar in this type of mall. I mean, they put the crafts in their name first, so it isn’t like you shouldn’t know what to expect.


As for collectibles, the dealers offer quilts, glass, toys, plates, books, and jewelry, to name just a few.



Greenville
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	Better Days


	** / $-$$







	2402 Lee Street


	Mon.-Sat. 8:30-5







	(903) 455-3035


	Closed Sun.








No one can deny that after twenty-one years in business Kenneth Cantrell, who owns Better Days, has achieved a certain success. He carries about 40 percent antiques, mostly collectibles with a few pieces of furniture coming in from his services as an estate liquidator. His present location is in an old theatre. He also sells used furniture and appliances.


 






	Carolyn’s Creations/Quilts & Keepsakes


	*½ / $$







	2712 Lee Street


	Tues.-Sat. 10-5







	(903) 455-6246 or (903) 455-6760


	Closed Sun. & Mon.








These ladies would have a four star gift shop were we rating gift shops, but antiques are the crux of our search, so—in the abundance of nooks and crannies, we found several beautiful pieces of English furniture and a few collectibles. Quilts here are mostly new. They offer custom quilting and floral arrangements. About 75 percent of their merchandise is new gift items. I have to say, if you’re a rooster collector, you gotta go here.


 






	Court House Square Antiques


	** / $-$$







	2512 Lee Street


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5







	(903) 455-0557


	Closed Sunday








This is a sweet little place that doesn’t have a whole lot of furniture, but some nice pieces. Ron picked up an old foot-pedaled sewing machine like his grandmother used to have that worked! The price was right, and I didn’t object since I figured it was Y2K ready. They have lots of collectibles including Depression glass, prints, and old farm stuff. Not huge, but definitely worth a visit.


 






	Downtown Traders


	*½ / $$







	2801 Lee Street


	Thurs.-Sat. 9-6







	(903) 454-9908


	Closed Sun.-Wed.








There are a few pieces of Victorian, French, and Primitive furniture and more just used. Any of Joe Korkman’s twenty-one dealers may bring in antiques at any time—collectibles such as glass, jewelry, kitchen paraphernalia, or toys, but the majority is usually more thrift store type merchandise.


 






	Greenville Village Antiques, Artisans & Etc.


	** / $$







	2316 Johnson Street


	Mon.-Sat. 10-6







	(903) 455-1887


	Closed Sun.








Since November ’98, the New Furniture Building built in 1924 has been the home of Greenville Village. The original ornate tin ceiling is still in place, creating a wonderful ambiance. Their beautiful furniture pieces and glassware are nicely displayed in well arranged booths. There’s some new gift items here, we estimate 40 percent, and you will see some crafts, but by true artisans. It’s a fun place to browse.


 






	Play It Again Antique Mall


	**½ / $$







	5123 Wesley


	Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5







	(903) 454-6548


	Closed Sun.








Ron and I both enjoyed this mall. The dealers have brought in so much fun stuff. There’s the usual English and Primitive furniture, but so many neat collectibles including quality barn pieces, books, kitchen paraphernalia, and Depression glass. We figured a ratio of seventy percent antiques to thirty percent not, and there’s crafts.


Ron got all hung up on a two set complete volume of Imperial Shakespeare while we were there.



Honey Grove
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	Aunt Teak’s & Uncle Junk’s


	*½ / $-$$







	480 Sixth Street (on the square)


	Tues.-Sat. 10-5







	(903) 378-3047


	Closed Sun. & Mon.








“Where it’s Usual to Find the Unusual” is Carolyn and Charlie Meadows’ slogan. This shop is somewhat short on furniture, but sports plenty of collectibles, especially Depression glass and a nice selection of junk and used clothes. As you might expect in a small town, Carolyn was so helpful in our search for area shops.


 






	Charlene’s


	**½ / $-$$







	104 East Main (on the square)


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5







	(903) 378-3301


	Closed Sunday








What a charming Victorian shop to walk into. There’s lots of both English furniture and unique collectibles, and all are displayed beautifully with talent and flair. Though Ron and I didn’t see anything that stood out as unique, I do have to mention the lovely china patterns. Charlene Reese has done a fine job. Will be closing Mondays too during the summer.


 






	Duke & Heirs


	** / NR







	102 East Main (on the square)


	Tues.-Sat. 10-5







	(903) 378-2985 or


	(may vary a little)







	(903) 623-4705


	Closed Sun. & Mon.








Sorry this little shop with such a cute, unique name was closed on the Saturday when we were by. Being sneaky peekers, we could see some vintage clothing and great wall pictures. Michelle Owen runs it and touts an old-fashioned soda fountain which would have been nice to try out. She had a few pieces of nice furniture and some new gift items. Neither Ron nor I could see any prices through the window.


 






	Harrison’s Antiques


	No Rating







	308 Second Street at West Market


	Catch as catch can







	(903) 378-7893


	 








This shop is a couple of blocks off the square in a metal building with ten thousand square feet that was locked up tighter than a drum when we went by on a Saturday. Elmer Harrison, owner, advertises that it’s full of furniture, and one of the dealers in town backed the claim, but we can’t testify one way or the other. No windows squelched any opportunity to peek through, so we can’t say much except to let you know it’s there.


Elmer did call me back when I tried to get more info. Like a lot of shops in small towns, he said it’s one of those “when he’s there, he’s open” situations. Says he carries a little bit of everything, furniture and collectibles—whatever he thinks he can make a dollar on. If that big ol’ building is full though, you’ll want to check it out while you’re in Honey Grove, so run by and just see if you can catch him.


 






	Home Sweet Home


	*½ / NR







	443 Fifth Street (on the square)


	Sat. 10-5







	(903) 378-3846


	(Got these Sat. only hours from neighbor)








Again, all we could do was look in the window They had a few nice English pieces, glass, and collectibles, but we couldn’t see any prices, and there were no hours posted. As you may have noticed, I got the Saturday only hours from a neighbor on the square.


Maybe they were having some big deal down at the school, because another dealer left a note on the door to a grandson that he could find her there. I guess when small towns have special events, pretty much everything shuts down and everyone goes. Maybe that’s why we caught so many shops closed the Saturday we were in Honey Grove.



Leonard
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	Olden Days Antiques


	**½ / $-$$$







	103 Fannin (on the square)


	Sat. 10-5







	(903) 587-2362


	Otherwise closed (unless he’s there)







	Fax (903) 583-7610


	 








Another shop Ron thinks the men will love is Olden Days. Owner Jim Bunch offers way more furniture than collectibles, a lot of fun stuff to look at. It’s mostly English, American, and Primitive that fill the shop of approximately twenty-five hundred square feet. There’s a great collection of old toy trucks and desks worth a mention.


We saw something here we’ve never seen before. It looked like a tiny baby grand on tall, beautifully carved legs. The information plate says it was a Columbia Grand Graphanola last patented in 1914. Guess we should believe the plate since we sure didn’t have a clue. Only the turntable was electrified. Like the old Victrolas, it had no artificial amplification. Instead, louvers control the volume. It belonged to a doctor in Dallas and included four albums full of original records and all the original tools to work on it in a little hidey-hole.


Jim also offers refinishing services and you can see the quality of his work on some of the treasures in his shop. Visiting is worth the jaunt to Leonard.


 






	Summer House Gifts, Antiques & Flowers


	** / $$$







	114 West Collins (on the square)


	Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-12







	(903) 587-2212


	Closed Sun. & from 12-1 daily








This is a small shop also worth the trip because Eddie Sudderth has put together some unusual English, American, and Primitive pieces, mostly furniture. So far as collectibles go, you’ll find glassware and a few other knickknacks.


When Ron and I were by, we saw a mahogany American hall console made by Davis Furniture in California. Two intricately hand carved eagles held up its marble top.



Lewisville
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	Afterglow Antiques & Refinishing


	** / $-$$







	417 East Church Street


	Mon.-Fri. 9-5







	(972) 221-6907


	Closed Sat. & Sun.








Willard, Shirley, and Andy Bowman have a small shop in front and workshop in back where they refinish furniture for themselves and customers as well. Most of the pieces were English or Primitive, and they had collectibles from country kitchen to crystal and china.


For a unique item, Shirley showed us a 1903 schoolmaster’s desk that had survived a Kansas tornado. Even the inkwells survived. The storm destroyed the Loving community grade school. The Bowmans are refinishing the beautiful desk to look brand new.


 






	Antiques Etc. Mall


	**½ / $-$$







	201 South Mill, Suite 180


	Mon.-Sat. 10-5:30







	(972) 436-5904


	Sun. 1-5








Along with a wide range of collectibles from jewelry to toys, the dealers of Tim and Sharon Pruitt offer English and Primitive furniture pieces. For a unique piece, Ron and I both liked a wooden Royal Canadian washing machine with a hand wringer and hand agitator. It was in excellent condition, but looked like way too much work for this ol’ lady. I’m glad I was born in 1950.


 






	Emerald City


	** / $$







	127 West Main


	Wed.-Sat. 11-6







	(972) 353-5033


	(or by appt.) Sun. 1-5







	e-mail pwb1957@aol.com


	Closed Mon. & Tues.








Furniture to smalls is about fifty/fifty here. Most of the pieces are English or American. Collectibles include toys, glass, china, jars, pottery, prints, and vintage clothing. The street sign up high for the shop says String of Pearls, but on the door, it’s Emerald City. Didn’t want you to miss it, and maybe by the time you’re by, they’ll have a new sign that will agree with the one on the door.


 






	Lewisville Antique & Crafters Mall


	**½ / $-$$







	201 South Mill, Suite 210


	Mon.-Sat. 10-6







	(972) 219-1335


	Sun. 1-5








Besides the crafts and new gift items, this mall carries English, French, and Primitive furniture. Their collectibles cover a broad variety such as tins, jewelry, books, vintage clothes, brass and glass, lots of figurines, albums, dolls and die-cast, cast iron cookware, and sports memorabilia. It’s one of two malls in the same parking lot, so don’t miss stopping by.


 






	Linda Anthony & Friends


	*½ / $-$$







	139 West Main Street


	Mon.-Thurs. 8-5, Fri. 8-12







	(972) 436-1899


	Closed Sat. & Sun.







	e-mail lahvista@pds.net


	 








This shop space is shared with the Porcelain Dental Studio, so while you’re there, you can watch the ladies painting teeth. There are a few pieces of furniture including an organ, a piano, and two cast iron wood burning stoves, one a Texas original built in Houston. It’s a small shop that also carries a lot of new gift items.


 






	Looking Glass Antique Mall


	***½ / $-$$







	788 South Mill


	Daily, 10-6







	(972) 221-4022


	 








Ron and I both loved the unique layout of the booths at the Looking Glass. Some are triangular and made it look so spacious. Of course, they have sixteen thousand square feet. Along with a good mix of collectibles to English, American, French, and Primitive furniture, the dealers here offer toys, trucks and teddy bears, prints, camping gear, stained glass, vintage clothes and hats, books, china, and figurines.
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