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      The landing of Cabeza de Vaca.

    


    Chapter One


    TEXAS: THE PAST


    A long time ago, many Native people lived in what is now Texas. The Caddo, the Karankawa, the Apache, and the Comanche were just a few of the tribes who lived there. Then the Europeans arrived.


    
      Native refers to the people who lived in the North and South America before the white people came.


      Tribes are groups of families who live together in a community.

    


    The Spanish were the first white people to come. In 1519, a group of Spanish explorers came to make a map the Texas coastline. Nine years later, a man named Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca arrived with a group of explorers. Cabeza de Vaca and his men left Florida and sailed across the Gulf of Mexico. On the way, they ate all their food and drank all their water. Finally, they got to the Texas coast. They were so hungry and thirsty, they were almost dead. They pulled themselves onto shore, though. Then they started looking around.


    For four years, Cabeza de Vaca and his men lived in Texas. They stayed with different groups of Natives. Some Natives treated them well. They were friendly to the Spaniards. Others were cruel to them. Sometimes, they made them into slaves. As time went by, many of the Spanish died. Some died because they got sick. Some died because they didn’t have enough food. Natives killed others. Eight men had arrived in Texas, but most of them had died. Finally, only Cabeza de Vaca and three other men were left. The survivors just wanted to go home. They wanted to go back to Spain.
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      Cabaza de Vaca and the coast of Texas where he landed.

    


    Cabeza de Vaca knew they might find a Spanish ship if they went south to Mexico. Then they could go home. So, in 1532, the four men headed for Mexico. The trip took another four years. Finally, though, they got to the west coast of Mexico. There, they did find a Spanish ship. That made them happy. They left and went home to Spain.


    Back in Spain, Cabeza de Vaca wrote a book about Texas. He said Texas was a “worthless land best left alone.” But he also wrote about treasures of gold, lead, iron, and copper. Another group, led by Francisco Vásquez de Coronado, went looking for the treasure. They never found it.
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