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To Kerry—the newest diehard Cubs fan
To the memory of Cubs fans who missed 2016


Introduction

The Cubs won the 2016 World Series! They fulfilled the dreams of longtime supporters, patient fans, and the city of Chicago. In fact, their championship year transcended sports, capturing the imagination of the whole nation.

The Cubs won the Series with style and verve. Unlikely heroes such as Kyle Schwarber, Javier Baez, and David Ross wrote storybook scripts like those on the big screen. The Cubs stormed back from a three-games-to-one deficit, winning Game 7 in extra innings after losing a four-run lead. The uninformed called these heroes and these comebacks “unCub-like,” but that’s not true. While the Cubs haven’t won lately, they had won like this before. They dominated baseball back in the day.

The Chicago Cubs are baseball royalty, the prince in a world of kings and jesters. Never mind they spanned 108 years between elusive world championships. The Cubs were there (as the White Stockings) when the National League formed in 1876. And, although sportswriters called them the Colts (from 1890 to 1897) and the Orphans (from 1898 to 1902) before the Cubs, they’re still the oldest one-city franchise in North America.

The Chicago Nationals were among baseball’s best. The White Stockings won the inaugural National League title in 1876 and six of the first eleven. The Cubs were so good they didn’t finish in last place until 1925, their 50th season. The Cubs won 11 modern pennants from 1903 to 2016, the sixth most among the original 16 20th-century teams. And through 2016, they’ve won 523 more regular season games than they’ve lost: 10,711–10,188.

The Cubs franchise holds numerous records. They have the highest single-season winning percentage. They’ve scored the most runs in a single game and the most runs in an inning. The Cubs have the longest winning streak during a pennant drive and the longest stretch without being no-hit.

Franchise players include the first major leaguer to collect 3,000 hits, the first to record three no-hitters, the first African American to throw a no-hitter, the first to win back-to-back National League Most Valuable Player Awards, and the only one to hit more than 60 home runs in a season three times.

And the Chicago Cubs reside in Wrigley Field, a baseball cathedral, and an American treasure. The Friendly Confines is the last remnant of the ill-fated Federal League. It’s the site of the only nine-inning double no-hit game in major-league history, the only two ballgames where both teams scored over 20 runs, Babe Ruth’s disputed “Called Shot” home run, and the “Homer in the Gloamin’.” It’s the only ballpark left standing that Jackie Robinson played in.

When you discuss the Chicago Cubs, you discuss the history of Major League Baseball itself. The Chicago Nationals had their irons in the fire from day one; they helped develop and nurture the game. And after the young Cubs dramatic World Series win in 2016, they’ll likely be among the darlings of baseball for the foreseeable future.

This book is more than just a trivia book—it provides the stories behind the answers. It shares the history of the Chicago Cubs, from the first days of the franchise to their recent World Series triumph. So read the book, ponder the questions, and like Fergie Jenkins or Jake Arrieta before you, see how many of these questions you can “punch out.”

This book is divided into four sections of questions organized by difficulty: easy (singles), medium (doubles), hard (triples), and expert (home runs), the ones for fans who know Kerry Wood’s birthdate (June 16, 1977) and Travis Wood’s hometown (Little Rock, Arkansas).

A hint? The questions in each section fall generally in chronological order.

To paraphrase the legendary Wrigley Field public address announcer, Pat Pieper: Attention! Attention please! Have your pencils and gray matter ready, and I will give you the questions for So You Think You’re a Chicago Cubs Fan?

So toe the rubber and let’s play ball!


1

SINGLES LEVEL

(Answers begin on page 5.)

This level includes the foundations of the franchise. It’s basic Cubs history, covering many of the giants and the big highlights. There’s lots of contemporary stuff too, including the guys who gave us the 2016 world championship. You should get through these without giving up a “big inning.”



  1.   When did the Cubs win two straight World Series titles?

  2.   When was Wrigley Field built?

  3.   A batted ball stuck in the ivy is a ground-rule __________?

  4.   Who is the Cubs’ all-time home-run leader?

  5.   What was the “Homer in the Gloamin’”?

  6.   Who was the first Cub to have his uniform number retired?

  7.   Who “clicked his heels” after home victories in 1969?

  8.   Who had the nickname “Sweet Swingin’”?

  9.   What happened on May 17, 1979?

10.   What’s so great about the 1984 season?

11.   Who won the 1987 National League Most Valuable Player Award?

12.   When did Wrigley Field get lights?

13.   True or False: The wind usually blows out at Wrigley Field.

14.   Which broadcaster celebrated each Cubs home run with a “Hey-hey”?

15.   Whose favorite phrase was “Holy Cow!”?

16.   Who won the 2005 National League batting title?

17.   Name the manager who guided the Cubs to the 2007 and 2008 postseason?

18.   Which players were involved in the Jake Arrieta trade?

19.   The Cubs held six of baseball’s top 41 prospects in 2014. Name at least three of them.

20.   Who became the Cubs manager on November 2, 2014?

21.   Name three of the six Cubs who homered in Game 3 of the 2015 NLDS?

22.   Who led the Cubs in RBIs each year from 2013 to 2016?

23.   Name at least three records or unusual statistics the Cubs set during the 2016 World Series.

24.   In the 2016 World Series, who started the Cubs rally in the 10th inning of Game 7?


SINGLES LEVEL ANSWERS

1 The Chicago Nationals (White Stockings) won five National League titles in a seven-year span (1880–1882, 1885–1886). But the greatest dynasty belonged to the Cubs of 1906–1910. They won four pennants in five years, including back-to-back World Series titles in 1907 and 1908.

The Chicago Nationals (the Orphans) entered the 20th century on a 15-year pennant drought. In 1902, they hired veteran manager Frank Selee, who undertook a youth movement. Sportswriters called these young players the “Cubs.” The soon-to-be-dynasty evolved piece by piece. Management brought in Joe Tinker at shortstop, Frank Chance at first base, Jimmy Slagle in center field, and Johnny Kling as full-time catcher. Johnny Evers settled in at second base. A bit later, Mordecai Brown, Ed Reulbach, Jack Pfiester, and Orval Overall strengthened the pitching corps. Harry Steinfeldt covered third base.

Frank Chance took over as player-manager in 1906 when Frank Selee retired for health reasons. The Cubs won a major-league record 116 games that year and met the White Sox in their first official World Series. The “Hitless Wonders” finished last in American League batting, but the South Siders outscored the Cubs 22–18, and won the final two games to take the series four games to two.

The undaunted Cubs won 107 games in 1907 and 99 more in 1908 to win back-to-back-to-back pennants. They overpowered Ty Cobb’s Tigers to capture consecutive World Series, the first team to accomplish this feat. The Cubs pitchers dominated both series, losing only one game on the way to their two titles.

The Cubs won 104 games in 1909 but finished behind the Pirates. This happened in part because catcher Johnny Kling left the team to compete in and capture the 1909 world professional pool championship. Kling returned in 1910. That Cubs team won 104 games and grabbed another National League pennant. But they lost the World Series to the Philadelphia Athletics, four games to one. The A’s outscored the Cubs, 35–15, and the dynasty ended.

The 1906–1910 Cubs finished 530–235, one of baseball’s eminent teams. Fans called Frank Chance the “Peerless Leader,” the Cubs’ greatest manager this side of Cap Anson. The magician-like Mordecai “Three Finger” Brown tossed his way to an incomparable 127–44 record. And the famous double play combination of Tinker, Evers, and Chance found its way into baseball lore. Franklin Pierce Adams of the New York Evening Mail penned “Baseball’s Sad Lexicon,” his poem to the double-play trio that helped the Cubs vanquish their hated rivals, the New York baseball Giants.

These are the saddest of possible words:

“Tinker to Evers to Chance.”

Trio of bear cubs, and fleeter than birds,

Tinker and Evers and Chance.

Ruthlessly pricking our gonfalon bubble,

Making a Giant hit into a double –

Words that are heavy with nothing but trouble:

“Tinker to Evers to Chance.”

[image: image]

Joe Tinker, Johnny Evers, and Frank Chance—the great double-play combination. (National Baseball Hall of Fame Library, Cooperstown, NY)
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Johnny Kling. (Photo Courtesy of the Library of Congress)
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Johnny Evers. (Photo Courtesy of the Library of Congress)

2 Wrigley Field is linked both historically and emotionally with the Cubs. So it’s ironic that the ballpark wasn’t built for them.

Before the 1914 season the Federal League, an upstart minor league, declared themselves equal to the established National and American Leagues. The Chicago Federal League team owner, restaurateur Charlie Weeghman, hunted for a ballpark site. By forfeit Weeghman searched the city’s less-developed North Side; the National League Cubs were a West Side institution, while the American League White Sox held court on the South Side. Weeghman leased a property at Addison and Sheffield. He opened Weeghman Park on April 23, 1914, a modest yet modern 14,000-seat steel and concrete ballpark.

The Federal League lasted just two seasons. The settlement with the establishment allowed two Federal League owners to buy into the National and American Leagues. One was Charlie Weeghman, and he purchased the Cubs. Before the 1916 season, he moved the Cubs from the rickety West Side Grounds to his two-year-old Weeghman Park on the North Side. The Cubs have called it home ever since.

The ballpark evolved rapidly. When Weeghman’s restaurants hit hard times and he sold the team in 1918, Weeghman Park became Cubs Park. When interest in baseball skyrocketed after World War I, the team expanded Cubs Park. Workers cut the grandstand into thirds and separated and dragged the sections closer to Clark Street. Then they filled in the spaces like a giant jigsaw puzzle. The renovated park held 31,000 by 1923.

Fans filled the ballpark to capacity when the post-1925 Cubs started to win. Management double-decked the park (now called Wrigley Field). It happened just in time; the Cubs won National League pennants in 1929, 1932, 1935, and 1938. They set a major-league attendance record in 1929 that stood until after World War II.

Owner P. K. Wrigley renovated the ballpark twice more. The 1937–1938 renovation introduced a scoreboard-topped bleachers festooned with ivy on its brick walls. It turned a sturdy ballpark into the most handsome in the majors. It’s also the greatest renovation project in major-league history. The look of the bleachers continues today, and the seats are still among the most coveted in baseball.

From the 1950s into the early 1970s, the Cubs renovated the ballpark again. They replaced most of the steel, concrete, and seats. These mundane updates kept the ballpark viable into the 21st century. New restorations by the Ricketts family boosted Wrigley Field to an irresistible vibe of vintage yet modern, workaday yet beautiful.

[image: image]

Kansas City vs. Chicago—April 23, 1914. (Photo Courtesy of the Library of Congress)

3 Even casual baseball fans know Wrigley Field’s ivy-covered walls. They first appeared after the 1937–1938 renovations. To make Wrigley Field more attractive and its outfield bleachers more utilitarian, management removed the old field-level bleachers and replaced them with raised bleachers, providing an attractive brick wall in front and storage space underneath. Bill Veeck Jr., or so he told it, admired the ivy-covered walls at a minor-league stadium and thought they’d spruce up renovated Wrigley Field.

When workers planted bittersweet ivy at the base of the brick wall in September 1937, no baseballs got lost in them. When they added dozens more Boston ivy sprigs in April 1938, no baseballs lodged between them. It wasn’t until August 13, 1942, that a sphere actually disappeared into the ivy. The Cubs’ Bill Nicholson drove a ball that vanished against the right field wall. Before the Cardinals’ Enos Slaughter found it, Nicholson had a two-run inside-the-park home run. A few years later, when the vines thickened even more, a new ground rule determined a lost ball equaled a double.

Outfielders now know to raise their arms when a ball sticks in the ivy. That way umpires call it a ground-rule double. But if the same outfielders comb the gnarled vines for the ball, play continues. That happened to the Cubs’ Julio Zuleta on September 26, 2000. The Phillies’ Kevin Jordan hit a line drive that Zuleta lost in the ivy. He panicked and ripped out leaves in a desperate attempt to uncover the ball. Jordan got a three-run inside-the-park home run. Zuleta never made that mistake again.

During the winters of 2013–2015, workers carefully pulled the ivy from the wall and set it down along the ground. They replaced portions of the outfield wall and tuck-pointed other areas. They then reaffixed the ivy to the wall. Grounds crew members claim some of those Boston ivy vines were the same ones planted back in 1938.

While only one major-league ballpark replicated Wrigley Field’s outfield-filled ivy wall (Pittsburgh’s Forbes Field), others added ivy to create hitting backgrounds. Even the White Sox’s home park recently added hitting background ivy. If South Side fans, those North Side–hating, Wrigley Field–loathing denizens, tolerate it, then it’s a marvelous thing.

4 Here are the Cubs top 20 all-time home-run leaders through the 2016 season:









	PLAYER
	HOME RUNS
	YEARS WITH TEAM



	20. Rick Monday

	106
	1972–1976



	19. Shawon Dunston

	107
	1985–1996, 1997



	18. Jody Davis

	122
	1981–1988



	17. Andy Pafko

	126
	1943–1951



	16. Anthony Rizzo

	133
	2012–date



	15. Leon Durham

	138
	1981–1988



	14. Mark Grace

	148
	1988–2000



	13. Andre Dawson

	174
	1987–1992



	12. Derrek Lee

	179
	2004–2010



	11. Alfonso Soriano

	181
	2007–2013



	10. Hack Wilson

	190
	1926–1931



	9. Hank Sauer

	198
	1949–1955



	8. Bill Nicholson

	205
	1939–1948



	7. Gabby Hartnett

	231
	1922–1940



	6. Aramis Ramirez

	239
	2003–2011



	5. Ryne Sandberg

	282
	1982–1994, 1996–1997



	4. Ron Santo

	337
	1960–1973



	3. Billy Williams

	392
	1959–1974



	2. Ernie Banks

	512
	1953–1971



	1. Sammy Sosa

	545
	1992–2004





The skinny kid with the wildly aggressive swing developed into one of the game’s most feared sluggers. No one but Sosa hit more than 60 home runs three different seasons (66 in 1998, 63 in 1999, and 64 in 2001). He hit more than 20 percent of the 60 longest home runs in Wrigley Field history.

Sosa and Mark McGwire enthralled the nation when they battled for the 1998 National League home-run title. Sosa’s meteor-like 61st and 62nd home runs on September 13 led to three curtain calls and a near riot on Waveland Avenue. Later that month, Cubs fans celebrated Sammy Sosa Day. It foreshadowed Sosa’s easy win in the 1998 National League Most Valuable Player Award voting.

But Sosa’s baseball world began to fracture. Umpires caught him using a corked bat in 2003. He feuded all year with teammates and manager Dusty Baker. The final straw occurred during the final home game of the 2004 season. Sosa arrived late to the park, left early, and lied about it to management. The Cubs unceremoniously traded him soon after.

Sosa retired under the suspicion of using performance-enhancing drugs. He left a confusing and still-evolving legacy for Cubs fans. And like suspected users McGwire and Barry Bonds, Sosa’s fallen short of enshrinement at Cooperstown.

5 The Cubs have hit over 6,550 home runs at Wrigley Field. Gabby Hartnett slugged the most important and the most dynamic on September 28, 1938.

The 1938 Cubs were pennant favorites. Their lineup overflowed with stars like Billy Herman, Stan Hack, and newcomer Dizzy Dean. But when they found themselves in third place on July 20, 5½ games behind the Pirates, P. K. Wrigley fired manager Charlie Grimm and replaced him with catcher Gabby Hartnett. Could player-manager Hartnett ignite the team to a pennant, just as Grimm did when he replaced Rogers Hornsby in 1932?

The Cubs trailed the Pirates by seven games on September 3. Beginning that day, the North Siders tore through a 17–3–1 streak to close to within 1½ games of the Pirates. On September 27, the teams began a three-game series in Wrigley Field, the outcome clarifying the pennant race. The Cubs won that day, 2–1. Now they trailed by only a half-game.

The September 28 battle ebbed and flowed, and the Pirates led 5–3 in the bottom of the eighth inning. A single by Ripper Collins, a double by Tony Lazzeri, and walks to Billy Jurges and Stan Hack got the Cubs to within a run, bases loaded, and still no outs. Billy Herman’s single scored Jurges, but Paul Waner nailed pinch-runner Joe Marty at the plate. Frank Demaree tapped into an inning-ending double play. The teams were tied going into the ninth inning.

The clock read 5:30 p.m., just seven minutes before sunset. The umpires agreed the ninth inning would be the last. If the game ended in a tie, the teams would replay it the next day as part of a doubleheader.

Charlie Root set the Pirates down in the top of the ninth inning. Pirates relief ace Mace Brown easily retired the first two Cubs: Phil Cavarretta and Carl Reynolds. That put it in the hands of Hartnett. Brown snuck two knee-high fastballs past Gabby, but Hartnett rifled Brown’s next pitch into the back of the left field bleachers. As he rounded the bases, players and fans spilled out on the darkening field. Hartnett fought his way through the jubilant mob to the safety of the clubhouse.

The miraculous home run did not win the pennant for the Cubs, but it catapulted them past the demoralized Pirates (the Cubs won the next day, 10–1). The Cubs clinched the pennant two days later in St. Louis. And even though the Yankees swept the World Series, the “Homer in the Gloamin’” became a touch point in club history. Writers and fans habitually compared later victories (and on-field celebrations) to the incomparable one witnessed by 34,465 frenzied fans on September 28, 1938.

Some hindsight on the eighth inning—if Waner had not thrown out Marty at the plate, if Demaree had not hit into a double play, the Cubs would not have batted in the bottom of the ninth inning. Hartnett’s heroics would never have happened. Baseball is a game of inches. That’s one reason it permeates our imagination.

(Hartnett’s home run became known as the “Homer in the Gloamin’” based on a popular 1911 song, “Roamin’ in the Gloamin’.”)

6 When Ernie Banks slashed his first batting practice swing at Wrigley Field on September 14, 1953, he scorched the ball into the left field bleachers. The blast foretold great things for the rookie, who had recently toiled for the Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro Leagues.

Banks became an instant star. He sliced 44 home runs and drove in 117 RBIs in 1955, rare for a shortstop. He used his patented quick hands and powerful wrists to stroke 47 home runs in 1958 and 45 more in 1959. Add OPS numbers of .980 and .970, and Banks won back-to-back National League Most Valuable Player Awards. That had never happened before. He also became the first MVP Award winner from a team with a losing record. Heady stuff for a shortstop.

Ernie led the National League in games played six times. Banks played in 424 straight games to start his major-league career. When he returned from the hand infection that had felled him, he launched another 717-game streak from August 28, 1956, to June 22, 1961. This time an ankle injury derailed him. To protect his ankle he moved to first base, where he ended his career. In 19 seasons Banks played 1,125 games at shortstop, 1,259 at first base.

Age and injuries slowed down Banks, but the “Cub Power” era rejuvenated him one last time. He hit 32 home runs in 1968. The next year he drove in 106 runs. Banks clubbed his 500th home run on May 12, 1970. Stymied by bad knees, he got into just 72 games that year. He hit .193 in 1971 and retired after the season.

The 11-time All-Star hit 512 home runs and received well-earned recognition after his playing days. Sportswriters elected him to the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1977. On August 22, 1982, the Cubs made Banks’s uniform number 14 the first ever retired by the team. They erected a statue of Banks outside Wrigley Field and unveiled it on Opening Day 2008.

Banks’s on-field excellence buoyed the Cubs through lean years. But his infectious personality and love for the game burned as strong. Banks coined the term “Friendly Confines” for his favorite ballpark. He exhorted teammates with his famous phrase, “Let’s play two,” even in the dog days of summer. Banks is the team’s greatest player, its greatest figure, and the only one called “Mr. Cub.”

Here are the Cubs’ retired numbers as of 2017:

•   Ernie Banks’s number 14—August 22, 1982—flag on left field foul pole

•   Billy Williams’s number 26—August 13, 1987—flag on right field foul pole

•   Ron Santo’s number 10—September 28, 2003—flag on left field foul pole

•   Ryne Sandberg’s number 23—August 28, 2005—flag on right field foul pole

•   Fergie Jenkins’s number 31—May 3, 2009—flag on left field foul pole

•   Greg Maddux’s number 31—May 3, 2009—flag on right field foul pole

7 Ron Santo excelled at baseball and football at Seattle’s Franklin High School. When the scouts paid a visit, Santo had his pick of either sport. Luckily he chose baseball. Every major-league team offered him a contract, but he signed with the Cubs. Santo admired Ernie Banks. And he felt he could get to the majors with the Cubs faster than with any other team.

Santo began at Double-A San Antonio in 1959 and hit .327. On June 24, 1960, Santo made his major-league debut at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh. Playing both ends of a doubleheader, the third baseman went 3-for-7, driving in five runs.

In 1962 Santo regressed; he hit just .227. But Santo kept a big secret. In early 1959, doctors diagnosed him with juvenile diabetes. Santo told virtually no one, lest they coddle him or worse, prejudge him. He started an insulin regimen but had difficulty getting used to it. His low blood sugar episodes also affected his on-field performance.

When Santo finally regulated his disease, his baseball numbers soared. He stroked a .962 OPS in 1964 and paced the league in triples, walks, and on-base percentage. He’d hit 30 or more home runs from 1964 to 1967 and drive in 94 or more runs from 1963 to 1970. He played in nine All-Star Games and earned five Gold Gloves. Santo became one of the league’s most dominant players.

Santo acquired his soon-to-be-infamous calling card on June 22, 1969. In the bottom of the ninth inning, Jim Hickman walloped a home run for an improbable win. The Wrigley Field crowd went wild. One Cub went over the top. As Santo trotted to the clubhouse in the left field corner, he jumped and clicked his heels. He did it again and again.

Santo continued the celebration after each home victory. Wrigley denizens loved it. As the wins piled up, so did Santo’s clicks. But then the wins stopped. The Cubs collapsed, going from eight games in front of the Mets to eight games behind in just six weeks. Before the season ended, Santo stopped clicking.

The Cubs never won during Santo’s career, and after the 1973 season they traded him to the White Sox. Santo played one dreadful year on the South Side and retired after the 1974 season.

Santo stayed away from the game. He opened a pizza parlor in 1962, eventually franchised the business, and even sold his pizzas at Wrigley Field. He worked offseasons for an oil company and later co-owned an oil business. He dabbled in truck stops and chicken franchises. He didn’t need baseball anymore.

But the old saying proved true—you can take the athlete away from the game, but never the game from the athlete. Santo joined on as a WGN radio color man in 1990. His malapropisms and discussions of his toupees shared airtime with exclamations of “YES!” and moans of dejection. Santo sounded 100 percent authentic, and the Cubs faithful adored him. He became arguably the most beloved Cubs fan of all time.

Santo’s diabetes finally caught up to him. He fought through numerous surgeries and eventually lost parts of both legs to the disease. He died on December 5, 2010, just 70 years old. Santo never reached the National Baseball Hall of Fame during his lifetime, but entered posthumously in 2012.
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