



[image: cover]








[image: ]


Dear Reader,


Welcome to our 2014 Preview!


Hopefully this isn’t the first time you’re picking this up, and you already know what to expect: smart, insightful, funny people talking about pop culture television, books, comics, and film.


In the past decade-plus, we’ve released nearly seventy-five titles, on subjects like Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Dexter, Star Trek, Batman, Pride and Prejudice, the Hunger Games, and Mad Men, and have worked with hundreds of terrific writers, from psychologists and scientists to bestselling authors, screenwriters, and comics scribes.


Titles that are recent, forthcoming, or back on our minds this year—and featured in this preview:


•    a cookbook for and culinary guide to eating during the inevitable zombie apocalypse


•    a book-length investigation of our favorite teen sleuth Veronica Mars, with introduction and plenty of behind- the-scenes detail from creator Rob Thomas


•    two titles on the Hunger Games trilogy (this year, we pay tribute to Cinna!)


•    YA authors on this year’s YA blockbuster, Divergent


•    a book on the culture, history, and future of fanfiction as literature, from Sherlock Holmes to, yes, Fifty Shades of Grey (our excerpts here include an essay from Amber Benson, who you may know from her work on Buffy the Vampire Slayer as Tara)


We’ve also included a very special excerpt from our parent publisher BenBella’s new YA title The Unseemly Education of Anne Merchant. The second book to this exciting debut series hits shelves early 2015!







Whether you’re new to Smart Pop or a longtime reader, we hope you enjoy this preview of standalone pieces from our 2014 titles. And for more free essays, plus giveaways and other extras, come by and see us online at smartpopbooks.com.


Happy reading—






	Leah Wilson

	Jennifer Canzoneri






	Editor-in-Chief

	Marketing Director
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THIS VOLUME IS FOR PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. IT IS NOT FOR SALE.





This publication has not been prepared, approved, or licensed by any entity that created or produced any of the following well-known properties: the Divergent book or film series, the Hunger Games book or film series, or Veronica Mars.


All rights reserved. No part of this preview volume may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews.
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Divergent Thinking


YA Authors on Veronica Roth’s Divergent Trilogy


Edited by Leah Wilson







Book Info
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March 2014





Veronica Roth’s Divergent trilogy (Divergent, Insurgent, Allegiant) has captured the hearts and thoughts of millions of readers. In Divergent Thinking, YA authors explore even more of Tris and Tobias’ world, including:


•	What Divergent’s factions have in common with one of psychology’s most prominent personality models


•	The biology of fear: where it comes from and how Tris and the other Dauntless are able to overcome it


•	Full-page maps locating all five faction headquarters and other series landmarks in today’s Chicago, based on clues from the books


•	Plus a whole lot more, from why we love identity shorthand like factions to Tris’ trouble with honesty to the importance of choice, family, and being brave


With a dozen smart, surprising, mind-expanding essays on all three books in the trilogy, Divergent Thinking provides a companion fit for even the most Erudite Divergent fan.




GET FREE CHAPTERS AND MORE ONLINE:


smartpopbooks.com/divergent14












From Divergent Thinking



Secrets and Lies
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Debra Driza




“The cruelest lies are often told in silence.”


—Robert Louis Stevenson, Virginibus Puerisque


“Lies, lies, lies, yeah (they’re gonna get you)”


—in the slightly less formal words of the Thompson Twins





When I was a fledgling writer, still several years away from publication, I decided to get serious about this writing business. So, I did what any Super Serious Writer Type worth her weight in crumpled, tear-stained paper would do: I bought a magical storytelling pen. okay, that’s a lie—I mean, if I did have a magical storytelling pen, I certainly wouldn’t be flaunting it to the entire world. Trust me, writers would KILL for that kind of precious.


No, the serious writer thing I did was join an online writer’s forum. There, I was lucky enough to bond with other writers, both published and hoping-to-be-published; learn that stalking agents in bathrooms is frowned upon; and find critique partners. I struck up an early friendship with a young girl still in college, who was preparing to query agents with her novel. I remember my Extreme Awe at the snippets she’d post...snippets about a girl in a dystopian world where everything was divided into factions. When I was lucky enough to be among the first few to read an entire early draft, I knew. I just knew. This girl was going to get an agent, and then some.


And, WHOA. Did she EVER.


So, unlike my superlate introduction to both the Twilight craze (Sparkle out!) and the Hunger Games phenomenon (okay, seriously, I love you, Suzanne Collins, but I can’t lie—Mockingjay might make me a wee bit stabby!), I was a huge Divergent fan before the first book ever hit the stores. I’ve maintained an unabashed enthusiasm for Veronica’s immense success all throughout her journey. (Wait—should I be calling her Ms. Roth? Or, once you serenade someone with Wham! hits, are last names a little silly?)


I imagine, at this point, my essay might seem a little digress-y (I do love a good digression. And bad dancing. Sometimes even to Wham!), but I did actually manage to squeeze two key words into the opening paragraph: lie and trust. Does that seem sneaky? Perhaps even a wee bit. deceptive? If so, what better way to start an essay on the Divergent series, which explores the nature of lying and deceit, and honesty and trust. The books caused me to think a great deal not only about who we lie to, why we do it, and how those lies affect relationships, but also about how governments use deceit to manipulate their citizens. At some point, I started wondering: taken as a whole, what does the Divergent series have to tell us about honesty and trust? Does the series suggest that ultimate truth is found within the Candor faction and their notion that lies destroy and the truth equals peace? Or does Ms. Roth’s series (curses—I’m doing that weird, formal-name thing anyway!) suggest that lying is an acceptable manipulation—basically just another tool in a bag of survival tricks.


Looking at this another way—are honesty and the truth black and white, as the Candor see it? Or is the truth more like Fifty-plus Shades of Grey? (Oh, c’mon—you didn’t really expect me to pass up an opportunity for a Fifty Shades joke, right?)


Actually, the way events play out in the series, I believe that lies and truth really are depicted in many shades of gray (just not, you know, shades of Christian Grey, because that’s a TOTALLY different essay. Ahem. Moving on ...). In fact, I’d argue that the best approach to truth and lies in the series, and in real life, mimics Candor’s symbol: the unbalanced scales.


But before we explore that notion, let’s look at little closer at how secrets, lies, and trust work in the context of the different relationships within the books.


Dirty Little Secrets: Government, Leaders, and Lies, Oh My!


Oh, politicians. Whether we’re talking present-day Rod Blagojevich auctioning off senate seats while his wife works the reality television circuit, or Divergent’s futuristic, experimental Chicago, it seems like nothing ever changes in the Chicago political arena. There’s always one thing you can count on: chances are, if politicians’ lips are moving, they’re probably not reciting a list of ways they’ve messed up. Or even the lyrics to “Thrift Shop” (though, that would be supercool, wouldn’t it?).


Though the various leaders in the Divergent trilogy are different in a number of ways, they all have one big drawback in common: they lie. To the extent that sometimes it seems as if they wouldn’t know how to tell the truth even if they had a permanent IV drip of truth serum implanted in their respective, um...arms.


As with many dystopian novels, the leaders seek to control the masses. When it comes down to control in this series, faction (or lack thereof) seems to matter little, whether we’re talking Jeanine from Erudite, Marcus from Abnegation, Evelyn with the factionless, or David at the Bureau. If there’s one thing they can agree on, it’s this: the key to controlling the masses is absolute power. And the tool each uses to obtain and retain that power is deception.


From the Erudite simulations that mind control the Divergent into killing the Abnegation in the first book, to Evelyn relieving her Dauntless allies of their weapons in Insurgent, to the multiple schemes the Bureau has going on in Allegiant, it’s obvious that the power holders in this futuristic world have no qualms with fudging the facts. Actually, they’re so good at hiding things we don’t even find out who’s running the show, or discover that Divergent-era Chicago is really just a giant petri dish over which the real folks in power hover with their magnifying glasses, “hmmming” and “ahhhing” as they see what transpires, until the final installment. Double crosses, machinations, plots and counterplots—Machiavelli would be rubbing his (supergrody, decomposing) hands together in this world, where those in charge behave as if the ends totally justify the means, and then some.


But maybe they use all those lies for good reason (well, if the “good reason” is “to keep people under their thumbs”). As Four ponders in Allegiant, “the truth changes everything.” He agrees with Nita that by lying about the existence of war and violence prior to the genetic experimentation, the Bureau stole the people’s right to decide for themselves what they believed about GDs. He concludes that “here, now, a lie has changed the struggle, a lie has shifted priorities forever.” Finally, he realizes why it was so important to Tris to share Edith Prior’s message: the truth is powerful. The truth can change the way people view the world around them and, in turn, change who and what they fight for.


Does the reason behind the constant manipulation really matter, though? Surely a morally sound government has an obligation to educate the citizens to the best of their ability, and allow them to make informed decisions. To do otherwise is to treat them as something subhuman, or perhaps as toddlers, incapable of making rational decisions on their own. Even worse, when officials keep the masses underinformed in hopes of achieving a “greater good,” it relieves the government of accountability and opens the door to corruption.


Can we really say, even in modern democratic countries, that the government never acts alone, secretively, supposedly to further the interests of its citizens? And if the citizens are kept in the dark, how can they ever trust that the government’s decision making is both ethical and sound? one thing is for sure—the food for thought provided throughout the series on the ethics of leaders is quite a bit heartier than the Abnegation’s dry bread.


In Divergent, the citizens are just pawns to maneuver as the leaders see fit. And on the societal level, it’s clear that lying isn’t given a rousing endorsement by the main characters. If anything, lying and corruption in government seem to go together like Edward and Bella (only with much less sparkle).


Would I Lie to You? Secrets and Truths Within Relationships


While it’s obvious that Divergent makes a case for more truth in politics, what does the series have to say about truth in personal relationships? Does it make a case for the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth? Well, that can be a little trickier to discern.


Family Ties—Matter of Trust


Lying by those in power is one thing; lying in the homestead another. Surely Tris can rely on those close to her to be up front with her?


Not so fast. In the dystopian chaos of the Divergent world, secrets are as much a staple in her Abnegation family relations as that dry bread (a big reason I never would have made it in that faction—butter is a glorious thing). By nature, the Abnegation faction seems to encourage lies of omission, since it’s considered self-centered to talk about yourself. Secrets certainly aren’t unfamiliar to those living in the Prior abode, whether it’s Andrew Prior never mentioning the reason he hates Erudite so much is because he grew up there or Tris and Caleb never talking about feeling out of place in their parents’ faction.


The biggest offender, though, has to be Natalie Prior. In the first book, Tris discovers that her mom was a faction transfer—she was from Dauntless, not Abnegation. That’s earth-shattering by itself. But then, in the third book, Tris gets a peek at a young Natalie Prior’s diary, and everything she thinks she knows about her mom flies out the window. As it turns out, Natalie wasn’t a faction native at all. Natalie came from the land beyond their city—from the fringe. Tris learns that her mom was inserted into the Chicago experiment in order to save the lives of Divergents.


Since Tris didn’t know about these lies initially, that means they didn’t affect her childhood, right? What she didn’t know couldn’t hurt her, and all that good stuff. Except this is the mother who helped shape Tris and her brother, Caleb, as they grew up in the Prior household. And there are a whole lot of psychologists who believe that when your loved ones lie, it affects intimacy. Those on the receiving end of the lies can clue in on a subconscious level and guard themselves accordingly. But the liars themselves can also be responsible for withholding intimacy, either consciously or subconsciously. Without trust, there can be no true intimacy, and the lying party is always aware that, because they are not telling, or cannot tell, the other person something, trust has been breached.


Does that idea have merit? Perhaps. Because when Caleb and Tris decide to defect from their native Abnegation, what’s the first thing they do? Suck it up and tell their parents? Share their anxiety with their friends? Grab a box of Chips Ahoy! (wait, this is Abnegation—so more like a couple of dry chicken breasts) and hide together in sleeping bags in their bedroom while admitting their faction fears? of course not, because in the Prior household, secret keeping is the norm. In the same tradition as their mom and dad, they tuck that information close to their chests, both of them too scared to admit the potential for massive family upheaval in their hearts. They act the same way their parents did, omitting the truth until the last possible second—at the Choosing Ceremony. (Sure, the test rules say you aren’t supposed to share your results with anyone else—suggesting the faction system by its very nature encourages secrecy of a sort. But I can’t imagine that’s a rule everybody follows.)


And it’s not like Tris’ family is the lone set of Abnegation truth-tweakers. All you have to do to dispute that notion is to take a look at the secrets in Four’s closet.


When you consider the family and faction dynamics, it’s almost no wonder that Caleb withholds his decision to work with Jeanine at Erudite in Insurgent. This particular lie of omission leads to disastrous consequences both for his relationship with Tris and for Tris’ safety.


Okay, fine, forget family...at least Tris can be honest with her friends. Right?


Why Can’t We Be Friends?


When Tris joins Dauntless as a new initiate, it’s a chance for a fresh start. Finally, she can shed the weight of the Abnegation selflessness that has burdened her for so long! Finally, she can be free and start forming completely honest relationships in a faction where it’s not frowned upon as selfish to talk about yourself! Finally, she can eat something with more flavor than an old shoe! Except—before Tris can even begin leaping from trains and learning to throw a mean knife, she’s informed that she must keep a new secret. From everyone. As Tori informs her during her test, she’s an oddity known as a Divergent, and she must keep that information hidden, at all costs—and for good reason. If Tris tells, her life might be in danger.


But surely that’s okay, right? Surely this one little thing doesn’t put an instant strain on her fledgling relationships?


Let’s take a look.


Tris forms bonds with Christina, Will, and Al, but even at the beginning, we note that Christina, a former Candor member, is much more skilled in honesty than Tris. When Christina and Will kiss, what’s the first thing Christina does? She tells Tris. But when Tris kisses Four, does Tris run out and tell Christina? Nope. And a relationship imbalance like that can be problematic. While it could be argued that Tris keeps that information secret because Four is an instructor, it’s also pretty obvious that Christina would have divulged it if their situations were reversed. And it’s not like Tris only holds the Divergent secret close, while in other areas she’s an open book. Hardly. Multiple characters note that Tris is guarded and prickly. We see this time and time again, like when she doesn’t tell anyone about her plan to sacrifice herself to the Erudite, or when she fails to confess to Christina that she was the one who shot Will.


Even Tris herself is aware of the burden her secret keeping places on her new relationships. She thinks in Divergent, “I should not lie to my friends. It creates barriers between us, and we already have more than I want.” But perhaps even more telling is this quote: “I don’t know when I accumulated so many secrets. Being Divergent. Fears. How I really feel about my friends, my family, Al, Tobias. Candor initiation would reach things that even the simulations can’t touch; it would wreck me.”


At least Tris is honest about her MO, which for much of the first books, seems to go something like this: when in doubt about someone’s reaction to the truth, hide it. Even though her innate distrustfulness isn’t doing her relationships any favors.


Tell Me Sweet Little Lies—Fudging the Truth with Significant Others


At first, it appears that the one person who might break through Tris’ trust issue is Four. I don’t think it’s a coincidence that in Divergent, Four is both a) one of two people who know the truth about her and b) the person she becomes the closest to, and vice versa. okay, so sure, the fact that Four is ethical (in a crowd of the morally challenged), strong, and more than just a little hot probably has a teensy bit to do with Tris’ attraction. But is it just a coincidence that Four is also the only one who knows her Divergent status? Since Four has already discovered her closely guarded secret, Tris doesn’t have to hold back with him, which undoubtedly fosters a unique sense of intimacy between them. In sharing that secret, they create a bond. He knows the real her. Not only that, he shares his own deep, dark secret, letting her in to see the real him—the young boy, frightened of an abusive father. Tris is the only one, outside of Four and his parents, who knows about the abuse he and his mom withstood at the hands of his politician father, and he shows her in one of the most personal ways ever—via insertion into his private fear landscape. Talk about trust.
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